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P  J!  E  F  A  T  0  R  Y    N  O  T  E  . 

During  the  year  1868,  we  wore  overtaken  by  sickness  and  that  of  a  character  which  kept  us  from 
our  duties  during  several  -weeks.  This  affliction,  added  to  other  causes  which  preceded  it,  threw  us 
in  arrears,  in  the  publication  of  the  Magazine,  for  more  than  six  months ;  and  several  of  our 
friends  kindly  offered  to  relieve  us  from  some  portion  of  the  duties  which,  in  addition  to  the  cur- 
rent demands  of  the  hour,  were  thus  thrown  upon  us.  We  availed  ourself  of  their  offers  to  edit  the 
closing  volume  of  18G8,  while  we  hopefully  carried  on  the  series  from  January.  18G0  ;  and  it  is 
now  our  privilege  to  close  the  gap  in  the  publication,  to  which  we  have  referred,  after  delays  which 
we  could  not  avoid  and  surrounded  by  anxieties  which  we  have  not  yet  overcome.  The  series  is 
now  completed,  as  fur  as  it  has  gone :  there  is  no  opening  in  the  line  :  our  subscribers — patient  and 
kind — have  now  received  what,  out  for  the  causes  referred  to,  they  would  have  received  before 
New-Year's,  18K9. 

There  have  been  delays  in  the  publication  of  this  volume  which  we  would  gladly  have  avoided  ; 
but  we  have  been  crippled,  more  than  we  ought  to  have  been,  bv  the  want  of  money,  by  the  vexation 
of  too  many  unpaid  subscriptions,  and  by  gradually  failing  health,  which  is  still  our  unwelcome 
guest.  We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  been  able  to  do  better  :  we  are  grateful  to  a  kind  Prov- 
idence which  has  enabled  us  to  do  so  well  :  without  reproaching  ourself  because  of  the  shortcom- 
ings of  the  Past,  we  confidently  press  forward,  assuring  ourself  that  strength  will  be  given  to  us, 
with  the  necessary  means,  sooner  or  latter,  in  the  Future,  to  gain  the  object  for  which  we  still  toil, 
painfully — the  privilege  of  seeing  Tub  Hktobtcvt,  Magazine:  in  line  with  its  contemporaries  :  its 
Editor  relieved  of  some  portion  of  the  toil  which  now  wearies  him  by  day  and  of  the  anxiety 
which  too  often  deprives  him  of  his  rest  by  night;  and  the  Magazine,  itself,  more  than  it  has  ever 
been  in  the  Past,  a  fearless,  vigilant,  and  uncompromising  witness  to  the  Truth  of  History,  carrying 
shame  and  confusion  into  the  columns  of  the  well-fed  and  arrogant  falsifiers  of  the  Truth  who  crowd 
the  Devil's  turnpike,  and  extending  to  the  weary,  half -starved,  and  lonely  plodders  scattered,  here 
and  there  over  God's  high-way,  the  encouragement  and  assistance  which  the  World,  the  Flesh,  mil 
the  Devil  have  generally  "  too  much  to  do  "  to  extend  to  them.  We  aim  at  nothing  more  than  this  : 
we  trust  that  we  shall,  one  day,  surely  secure  what  we  desire. 

Our  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due  and  heartily  tendered  to  Messrs.  Gu.lett,  Jones, 
WnmioKK,  Goodwin.  Myers,  and  Dean;  each  of  whom  have  edited  a  number  of  this  volume  so 
well  and  so  acceptably  ;  to  our  young  and  talented  nephew,  Alviikd  B.  Ham,,  of  this  town,  who 
has  so  admirably  engraved  the  portrait  which  accompanies  the  December  number  ;  and  to  those  of  our 
subscribers  who  have  so  patiently  waited  for  the  completion  of  the  volume  and,  in  many  instances, 
cheered  us  by  words  of  encouragement  which  have  strengthened  our  weakness  and  smoothed 
the  lugged  road  over  which  we  have  staggered,  to  those  other  "  patrons  "  of  the  Magazine — 
male  and  female — who  have  railed  at  the  shortcomings  which  they  could  have  very  much  modified 
by  paying  for  what  they  had  received,  we  tender  neither  thanks  nor  condemnation — we  leave 
them  to  themselves  :  like  the  scorpion,  they  can  have  no  more  deadly  enemy  on  earth. 

MORBISANIA,  X.  Y.  November,  1870.  HENRY  B.  DAWSON. 
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I  This  number  of  The  Historical  Magazine 
has  been  edited  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Gillett,  D.  D., 
of  Harlem,  N.  Y. 


I.— HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  CAUSE 
OF  CIVIL  LIBERTY  IN  CONNECTICUT, 
1639—1818. 

Originally  read  before  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  but  subsequently 
enlarged,  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Gillett,  D.  D. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  June,  1680,  all  the  free 
planters  of  New  Haven  "  assembled  together  in 
"  a  general  meeting  to  consult  about  settling 
"  civil  government  according  to  God,  and  about 
"  the  nomination  of  persons  that  might  be 
"  found,  by  consent  of  all,  fittest  in  all  respects 
"  for  the  foundation  work  of  a  church"  which 
was  to  be  gathered.  John  Davenport  and 
Theophilus  Eaton  were  the  Moses  and  Aaron  of 
that  assemblage.  Church  and  State  were  there 
identical.  One  hundred  and  eleven  signatures 
were  affixed  to  a  document  which  declared  that 
"  Church  members  only  shall  be  free  burgesses, 
"  and  they  only  shall  chuse  among  themselves 
"  magistrates  and  officers."  It  was  also  ordered 
that  all  free  planters  who  should  thereafter  be 
received,  should  submit  to  this  fundamental 
agreement,  and  testify  the  same  by  subscribing 
their  names.  Twelve  men  were  appointed  who 
were  to  select,  out  of  their  own  number,  seven 
persons  who  were  to  be  the  foundation  of  the 
Church,  and  to  admit  such  as  should  be  approv- 
ed to  its  fellowship.  The  Scripture  warrant  for 
this  proceeding  was — "  Wisdom  hath  builded 
"  her  house ;  she  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  pil- 
lars." 

In  studying  such  a  scene — the  deliberate, 
conscientious,  prayerful,  God-fearing  founding 
of  a  new  Commonwealth  in  a  new  world,  and 
under  the  shadow  of  primeval  forests — it  would 
not  be  strange  if  we  overlooked  the  fundament- 
al mistake  committed  by  the  Colonists,  while 
regarding  the   purity  of  their  purpose,  and  the 
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sublime  end  they  had  in  view.  Measured  sim- 
ply by  a  theoretical  standard,  the  ideal  which 
Theophilus  Eaton,  John  Davenport  and  their 
compeers  endeavored  to  make  real,  had  never 
before  been  so  fairly  presented  before  the  world. 
Plato  had  long  ago  framed  his  speculative  Re- 
public ;  More  had  sketched  his  Utopia  ;  Bacon 
had  given  the  world  his  New  Atlantis  ;  and,  per- 
haps at  that  very  hour,  Harrington  was  schem- 
ing some  outline  of  his  Oceana  ;  but  these  New 
Haven  colonists,  were  building  in  deeds  instead 
of  words,  and  aiming  at  objects  loftier  and 
nobler  and  purer  than  heathen  genius  or  mere 
human  imagination  had  ever  conceived.  Their 
materials  were  among  the  best  that  the  world 
had  then.  Their  sagacity  was  at  least  level 
with  the  average  of  the  best  of  their  time.  But 
in  uniting  Church  and  State,  they  effected  an 
unhallowed  combination,  and  the  experience  of 
nearly  two  centuries  was  necessary  to  correct 
their  mistake.  State  and  Church  were  both 
victims  of  the  unnatural  alliance;  and  what  was 
begun  with  purest  aims,  and  invoked  in  prayer 
heaven's  benediction,  bore  bitter  fruits  of  intol- 
erance and  religious  declension.*  More  than  a 
century  of  suppuration  was  required  before 
healthful  action  was  restored  to  the  political 
system  and  the  scab  could  be  sloughed  off. 

In  the  New  Haven  Colony  laws,  published  in 
London,  in  1656,  we  read  "  that  none  shall  be 
"  admitted  Free-men,  or  free  Burgesses,  within 
"  this  jurisdiction,  or  any  part  of  it,  but  such 
"  planters  as  are  members  of  some  one  or  other  of 
"  the  approved  churches  of  New  England."!  It 


*  The  spirit  of  the  early  New  Haven  legislature  may  be 
inferred  from  the  aims  and  avowed  opinions  of  its  authors, 
and  their  contemporaries  who  sympathized  with  them. 
"The  Church,"  says  Dr.  Bacon,  "  was  not  to  be  as  in  Eng- 
"land,  subordinate  to  the  civil  government— the  mere  depen- 
"  dent  creature  of  the  secular  power, — the  secular  common- 
"  wealth  here  was  designed,  created,  framed,  for  no  other 
"end  than  to  secure  the  being  and  the  welfare  of  the 
"  Churches.  Mr.  Hooker  did  often  quote  a  saying  out  of 
"Mr.  Cartwright,  that  'noe  man  fashioneth  his  house  to  his 
"  'hangings,  but  his  hangings  to  his  house.'  '  It  is  better,' 
"adds  Mr.  Cotton,  '  That  the  Commonwealth  be  fashioned 
"  '  to  the  setting  forth  of  God's  bouse,  which  is  his  church, 
"  '  than  to  accommodate  the  Church  frame  to  the  civill 
"  'state.'" — Bacon's  Historical  Discourse,  IS. 

t  At  New  Haven  the  support  of  the  ministry  was 
transferred  to  the  town  in  1677.— Bacon's  Historical  Dis- 
course, 161. 
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is  made  the.  duty  of  the  General  Court  "  first 
"  with  all  care  and  diligence  from  time  to  time, 
"  [to]  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  purity 
"  of  religion,  and  suppress  the  contrary,  accord- 
"  ing  to  their  best  light,  and  directions  from  the 
"  word  of  God."  No  company  of  persons 
should  be  allowed  to  "join  in  any  pretended  way 
"  of  church  fellowship,"  without  due  notice  to, 
and  approbation  by  the  magistrates,  and  the 
Elders  of  the  Churches  within  the  Colony.  Each 
Plantation  might  provide  for  the  ministers 
maintenance  "  in  a  free  way  without  rating," 
if  it  saw  fit ;  but  if  any  person  should  refuse  or 
delay,  or  set  down  an  unmeet,  the  Court,  or 
Deputies  and  Constable  were  to  rate  him  accord- 
ing to  his  visible  estate ;  and  on  delay,  the 
amount  was  to  be  recovered  as  other  just  debts. 
Every  person,  wherever  the  ministry  of  the 
word  was  established,  should  attend  upon  it,  on 
"the  Lord's-day  at  least,  and  if  he  should  absent 
or  withdraw  from  the  same  without  just  and 
necessary  cause,  he  should,  "  after  due  means 
"  of  conviction  used,  for  every  such  sinful  mis- 
"  carriage,  forfeit  five  shillings  to  the  plantation 
"  to  be  levied  as  other  fines.'1 

It  is  moreover  ordered,  "  that  if  any  Chris- 
"  tian  within  this  jurisdiction,  shall  goe  about 
"  to  subvert  or  destroy  the  Christian  faith,  or 
"  religion,  by  broaching,  publishing  or  main- 
"  taining  any  dangerous  errour,  or  heresie,  or 
"  shall  endavour  to  draw  or  seduce  others  there- 
"  unto,  every  such  person,  so  offending,  and 
"  continuing  obstinate  therein,  after  due  means 
"  of  conviction,  shall  be  fined,  banished,  or 
"  otherwise  severely  punished,  as  the  Court  of 
"  magistrates,  duly  considering  the  offence,  with 
"  the  aggravating  circumstances,  and  danger 
"  like  to  ensue,  shall  judge  meet." 

In  the  year  after  these  laws  were  published 
in  London,  it  was  ordered  "  that  no  Quaker, 
"  Ranter,  or  other  Herritick  of  that  nature, 
"  be  suffered  to  come  into,  nor  abide  in  this 
•"jurisdiction,  and  if  any  such  arise  up  amonge 
"  ourselves,  that  they  be  speedily  suppressed, 
"  and  securied,  for  the  better  prevention  of  such 
"  dangerous  errours."  In  the  following  year  it 
was  ordered  that  the  importation  of  "  any 
"  known  Quaker  "  or  other  blasphemous  heri- 
tic,  should  be  punished  with  a  fine  of  £50. 
The  Quaker  himself  who  should  go  about  to 
corrupt  or  seduce  others,  or  disturb  or  offend, 
was  to  be  committed  to  prison,  severely  whipt, 
kept  to  work,  and  not  suffered  to  converse  with 
others.  For  his  second  offence,  he  should  be 
branded  on  the  hand  with  the  letter  H,  be 
Committed  to  prison,  and  kept  to  work  till  he 
could  be  sent  away  at  his  own  charge.  For  the 
third  offence,  he  should  be  branded  on  the 
other  hand,  and  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner; 
while  for  the  fourth  offence,  his  tongue  should 


be  bored  through  with  a  hot  iron,  and  in  other 
respects  dealt  with  as  before ;  while  native-born 
and  foreign  Quakers  were  to  be  treated  with 
equal  impartiality.  The  penalty  of  concealing 
or  dispersing  a  Quaker  book  was  five  pounds  ; 
of  concealing  a  Quaker,  twenty  shillings  for 
each  hour's  entertainment,  or  of  defending 
Quaker  opinions  or  books,  forty  shillings  for 
the  first  offence,  four  pounds  for  the  second, 
and  imprisonment  and  banishment  for  the 
third.* 

In  the  sister  Colony  of  Connecticut,  it  was 
provided  by  the  Constitution  that  all  persons 
who  had  been  received  as  members  of  the  sev- 
eral towns,  by  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, should  be  admitted  freemen  of  the 
Colony.  None  could  be  elected  Governor  unless 
he  was  a  member  of  some  regular  Church.  The 
Colonists,  mostly  from  Massachusetts  at  first, 
were  left  to  the  legal  precedents  with  which 
they  were  familiar,  as  no  system  of  legislation 
was  adopted  until  the  body  of  laws,  prepared 
by  Ludlow,  was  introduced  in  1649.  A  single 
instance  of  imprisonment  for  violation  of  the 
Sabbath,  is  mentioned  by  Trumbull  as  having 
previously  occurred. 

By  the  Charter  of  16G2,  New  Haven  was  uni- 
ted with  Connecticut.  Most  reluctantly  did 
she  surrender  her  identity.  Davenport  and  his 
friends  were  strenuous  in  insisting  that  all  gov- 
ernment should  be  in  the  Church.  In  Connecti- 
cut, all  orderly  free-holders  might  be  Freemen. 
As  several  towns  transferred  their  allegiance 
from  New  Haven  to  Hartford,  they  of  course 
conformed  their  civil  arrangements  to  this 
change  of  relation,  and  were  enjoined  to  ''  pay 
"  all  taxes  due  to  ministers  with  all  other  pub- 
"  lie  charges  then  due."  The  parish  system 
was  thus  extended  and  confirmed  in  the  former 
New  Haven  jurisdiction;  f  while  the  right  of 
the  Freeman  was  no  longer  dependent  upon 
church-membership.     On  the  completion  of  the 

*  "  They  did  not  understand  aright  the  great  principles 
"  of  universal  religious  freedom.  They  came  here  for  the! 
"own  freedom  and  peace  ;  and  that  freedom  and  peace 
"  they  thought  themselves  authorized  and  bound  to  defend 
"  against  all  invaders.  The  Quakers,  however,  whom  they 
"punished,  were  not  a  sect  rising  up  on  the  soil  of  New 
"England,  and  claiming  6imply  the  right  of  separate  wor- 
"ship  and  of  free  discussion."  They  were  invaders  who 
"  came  from  Old  England  to  New,  for  the  sole  and  declared 
"purpose  of  disturbance  and  revolution.  They  came  propa- 
"  gating  principles  which  were  understood  to  strike  at  the 
"  foundation  not  only  of  the  particular  religious  and  civil 
"  polity  here  established,  but  of  all  order  and  of  society  it- 
"self.  In  their  manner  of  proceeding  they  outraged  peace 
•'  and  order,  openly  cursing  and  reviling  the  faith'and  wor- 
"  ship  which  the  New  Englanders  bad  come  to  the  world's 
"  end  to  enjoy  in  quie  ness,  the  magistrates,  venerable  for 
"  wisdom  and  public  spirit,  and  the  ministers  whose  gifts 
"and  faithfulness  were  esteemed  the  brightest  glory  of  the 
"land." — Bacon's  Historical  Discourse,  99. 

t  '•  The  Churches,  for  whose  liberty  and  purity  the  country 
"  was  planted,  had  lost  in  a  measure  both  purity  and  liber- 
"  ty.    They  were  brought  continually  more  and  more  under 
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Union,  the  royal  Commissioners  (1665)  demand- 
ed that  all  men  of  competent  estates  and  of 
civil  conversation,  though  of  different  judg- 
ments, might  be  admitted  to  be  Freemen,  and  be 
eligible  to  office ;  and  that  all  persons  of  civil 
lives  be  free  to  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  way  which  they 
think  best.  The  Assembly  answered  in  sub- 
stance that  such  provision  had  already  been 
made.  They  did  not  regard  the  fixed  policy  of 
the  General  Court — not  to  suffer  any  Plantation 
to  be  made  which  would  not  support  "  an  able 
"  orthodox  preacher," — as  coming  in  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  or  the  de- 
mands of  the  Commissioners.  The  Charter  or- 
dained that  all  the  King's  subjects  in  the  Colony 
should  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  free  and  na- 
tural subjects  within  the  realm  of  England. 
The  Cambridge  platform,  however,  as  authori- 
tative perhaps  in  Connecticut  as  in  Massachu- 
setts, decided  that  a  necessary  and  sufficient 
maintenance  was,  by  "  the  law  of  nature  and 
"  nations,  the  law  of  Moses,  the  equity  thereof, 
"  and  also  the  rule  of  common  reason,"  due  to 
ministers  of  the  word ;  and  that  "  the  magis- 
"  trate  is  to  see  that  the  ministry  be  duly  pro- 
*'  vided  for." 

Hence  early  provision  was  made  by  law  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry.  All  persons  were 
obliged  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
Church,  as  well  as  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
ministers'  rates  were  made  and  collected  like 
any  others.  The  Quaker  laws  of  Connecticut 
were  almost  identical  with  those  of  New  Haven. 
The  five  shilling  fine  which  New  Haven  had 
adopted,  was  imposed  also  by  Connecticut  for 
neglect  to  attend  public  worship  on  the  Lord's- 
day  and  days  appointed  by  the  civil  authority, 
(Trumbull's  Connecticut,  i,  302.)  The  town — 
or  Congregational — Churches,  though  in  many 
cases  they  ere  long  came  to  be  called  Presby- 
terian, were  adopted  and  established  by  law. 
It  was  declared  that  the  civil  authority  "  had 
"  power  and  liberty  to  see  the  peace,  ordinances 
"  and  rules  of  Christ,  observed  in  every  Church, 
"  according  to  his  word."  In  the  grant  of 
townships,  the  Legislature  took  special  care  that 
they  should  not  be  without  a  minister  and  the 
stated  order  of  Gospel  worship.  The  consent 
of  the  General  Court,  and  the  approbation  of 
the  neighboring  Elders  were  necessary,  if  any 
persons  would  "  in  anywise  imbody  themselves 
"  into  church  estate."     No  ministry  or  church 


"the  absolute  power  of  the  civil  state."— Bacon's  Ilistori- 
"  cal  Discourse,  181.  « 

"  But  now  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  being  supported 
"by  the  towns  in  their  civil  capacity,  and  the  government 
"  taking  upon  itself  more  and  more  the  care  not  only  of 
"  morals  but  of  religion  and  religious  information,  religion 
"was  becoming  secularized."— lb.  204, 


administration  might  be  entertained,  or  attend- 
ed by  the  inhabitants  of  any  Plantation,  dis- 
tinct and  separate  from,  and  in  opposition  to 
that  which  was  openly  and  publicly  observed 
and  dispensed,  by  the  approved  minister  of  the 
place,  except  the  Court  and  neighboring  minis- 
ters approved.  The  penalty  for  every  breach  of 
this  act  was  five  pounds. 

But  several  years  before  New  Haven  was,  by 
Royal  Charter,  united  with  Connecticut,  the  lat- 
ter Colony  had  become  involved  in  ecclesiastical 
controversy.  This  controversy  originated  with 
the  Hartford  Church;  but  the  several  parties  in 
that  Church  had  their  sympathizers  in  almost 
every  Church  in  the  Colony.  A  large  number  of 
the  people  generally  favored  admission  to  the 
Church  simply  on  the  ground  of  a  moral  life 
and  an  open  profession  of  Christianity.  All 
baptized  persons  should  be  accounted  church- 
members,  and  be  entitled  to  present  their  chil- 
dren for  baptism.  The  choice  of  Pastor  more- 
over should  not  be  limited  to  the  Church.  The 
whole  congregation  were  interested  in  his  call, 
and  should  have  a  voice  in  it.  To  deny  them 
this  right  was  considered  as  a  great  grievance. 
_  The  Civil  authority  was  invoked  to  call  Coun- 
cils to  conciliate  the  disaffected  and  restore 
peace.  They  failed  of  their  object.  The  Gen- 
eral Court,  at  length,  (1658)  ordered  an  utter 
cessation  of  all  further  prosecution  of  parties 
in  the  Church  at  Hartford,  and  desired  the  El- 
ders of  the  Colony  to  meet  and  devise  healing 
measures  ;  but  nothing  came  of  it.  The  Hart- 
ford controversy  at  length  wore  itself  out ;  but 
not  until,  to  use  the  language  of  Mather, 
"  from  the  fire  of  the  altar  there  issued  thun- 
"  derings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes, 
"  through  the  Colony." 

For  the  next  fifty  years,  the  civil  authorities 
continued  their  exertions  as  the  "  nursing 
"  fathers  "  of  the  Church.  The  General  Court, 
for  instance,  appointed  a  Committee  of  minis- 
ters and  civilians  to  dismiss  Mr.  Stow  from  his 
disaffected  people  at  Middletown.  As  if  a 
sovereign  ecclesiastical  power  resided  in  them, 
and  they  combined  the  powers  of  Presbytery 
and  Bishop,  they  convoked  Councils,  controlled 
Churches,  and  displaced  Ministers.  They  in- 
voked light  to  guide  them  from  the  Elders  of 
the  Churches,  and  deliberated  on  imposing  by 
Statute  upon  the  Churches  the  decisions  of  the 
heretical  Synod  of  1662.  In  1666,  they  called  a 
Synod  and  ordered  all  the  presiding  Elders  to 
attend  it.  In  1667,  they  attempted  to  settle 
divisions  in  the  Windsor  Church.  In  1669,  thej' 
divided  the  Hartford  Church  into  two  congre- 
gations. In  the  same  year,  they  directed  the 
two  parties  in  the  Stratford  Church  to  call  an 
able  Council,  to  give  them  advice.  In  1680 
they  recommended  the  ministers  of  the  Colony 
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to  catechise  the  youth  of  their  congregations, 
and  to  set  up  a  weekly  lecture  in  each  county. 
In  the  same  year,  they  required  the  people  of 
"Windsor  to  abide  by  "the  decision  of  the  Coun- 
cil they  had  chosen. 

But  "the  State  proved  a  bad  nurse  for  the 
Churches.  It  meddled  with  everything  and 
settled  nothing.  Without  the  advantages  of 
Episcopacy,  it  was  a  many-headed  civil  Bishop. 
Without  the  legitimate  relations  or  proper 
functions  of  Presbytery,  it  displaced  it  by  its 
own  nondescript  supervision,  trammeling  eccle- 
siastical freedom,  and  establishing  a  mongrel 
discipline  which  was  at  length  distasteful  to 
nearly  every  party.  Left  to  themselves^  and 
their  own  organizing  tendencies,  many  of  the 
Churches  would  doubtless  have  become  Presby- 
terian or  consolidated.  Others  probably  would 
have  run  into  rank  Independency ;  while  here 
and  there  one,  by  the  force  of  internal  antagon- 
isms, might  have  illustrated  the  infinite  divisi- 
bility of  matter.  As  it  was,  they  were  held 
together  in  more  or  less  peaceful  associated  re- 
lations, by  the  power  of  old  habits  and  the 
civil  authority. 

One  might  have  supposed  that  after  such  an 
experience,  the  State  would  have  been  ready  to 
relinquish  the  tutelage  of  the  Churches.  Instead 
of  this,  it  resolved  by  means  of  ecclesiastical 
machinery,  to  secure  new  allies  in  its  work. 
There  was  indeed  need  of  them.  Everything 
was  in  disorder.  Councils  were  called,  but 
only  to  necessitate  new  Councils,  with  no  better 
results.  "  There  was  no  regular  way  of  in- 
"  traducing  candidates  to  the  Churches." 
"When  they  had  finished  their  college  studies, 
"  if  they  imagined  themselves  qualified,  and 
"  could  find  some  friendly  gentleman  in  the 
'•  ministry  to  introduce  them,  they  began  to 
"  preach  without  an  examination  or  recom- 
"mendation  from  any  body  of  ministers  or 
"Churches.''  In  one  town,  perhaps  more  than 
one,  the  invitation  to  preach  was  extended  to  a 
man  not  even  a  member  of  the  Church. 

"  The  state  of  the  Churches  was  larnent- 
"  able,  with  respect  to  their  general  order,  gov- 
"  crnment  and  discipline."  "  Many  Churches 
"  ran  into  confusion."  "  Councils  were  not  suf- 
"  ficient  to  relieve  the  aggrieved,  and  restore 
"  peace.  As  there  was  no  general  rule  for  call- 
"  ing  of  Councils.  Council  was  called  against 
"Council,  and  opposite  results  were  given  upon 
"  the  same  cases."  (Trumbull's  Connecticut,  i. 
507.) 

In  these  circumstances,  "  a  great  majority  of 
"  the  Legislature  and  Clergy  in  Connecticut  were 
"  for  the  association  of  ministers  and  the  con- 
sociation of  Churches."  A  large  Presbyte- 
rian element  existed  among  the  congregations. 
Governor   Saltonstall,   previously  settled   as  a 


Pastor  at  New  London,  took  a  deep  interest  in 
church  affairs,  and  exerted  himself  to  meet  the 
difficulty.  Others  warmly  co-operated  with 
him,  and  with  such  success  as  to  lead  to  the 
adoption  by  the  Legislature,  in  May,  1708,  of 
the  Act,  requiring  the  ministers  and  Churches  to 
meet  and  form  an  ecclesiastical  Constitution*. 
The  result  was  the  authoritative  introduction  of 
the  Saybrook  Platform,  drawn  up  at  the  place 
which  gave  it  its  name,  in  September,  1708,  by 
a  body  consisting  of  twelve  ministers  and  four 
lay  delegates. 

It  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  this 
measure  would  be  regarded,  by  "  sober  dissent- 
"  ers,"  as  a  new  grievance.  But  the  dominant 
party  endeavored  to  remove  all  grounds — so  far 
as  they  conceived  them  to  exist — for  any  just 
complaint.  Laws  for  the  relief  of  dissenters, 
were  successively  enacted,  designed  more  espe- 
cially to  remove  causes  of  complaint  on  the  part 
of  Episcopalians.* 

The  platform,  as  adopted,  was  variously  un- 
derstood. Some  interpreted  it  in  a  lax,  and 
some  in  a  strict,  sense.  But  if  it  did  not  pro- 
mote all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  designed, 
it  secured,  for  a  time  at  least,  greater  harmony 
and  uniformity  in  the  action  of  the  Churches. 
It  created,  more  definitely  than  ever  before,  an 
ecclesiastical  establishment.  The  General  Court 
ordained  that  all  the  Churches  "that  are  or 
"  shall  be  thus  united  in  doctrine,  worship  and 
"  discipline  be,  and  for  the  future  shall  be,  owned 
"  and  acknowledged  established  by  law  ;  provid- 
"  ed  always  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  intend- 
"  ed  or  construed  to  hinder  or  prevent  any  So- 
"  ciety  or  Church,  that  is  or  shall  be  allowed  by 
"the  law  of  this  Government,  who  soberly  dif- 
"  fer  or  dissent  from  the  united  Churches  hereby 
"  established,  from  exercising  worship  and  dis- 
"  cipline,  in  their  own  way,  according  to  (their 
"  consciences." 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Say- 
brook  Platform,  the  ecclesiastical   elements  of 


*  The  Act  of  May,  1708,  was  as  follows  : 

"  An  Act  for  the  'ease  of  such  as  soberly  dissent  from  the 
"  way  of  worship  and  ministry,  established  by  the  laws  of 
"  this  Government. 

•'  It  is  enacted  and  ordained  by  the  Governor,  Council  and 
"Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the. 
"  authority  of  the  same,  for  the  ease  of  such  as  soberly 
"  dissent  from  the  way  of  worship  and  ministry  established 
"  by  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Government,  and  still  continu- 
i-ing,  that  if  any  such  persons  shall  at  the  County  Court  of 
"  that  County  they  belong  to,  qualifle  themselves  according 
"  to  an  Act  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  late  King  William 
"  and  Queen  .Vary,  granting  liberty  of  worshipping  God,  iD 
"a  way  separate  from  that  which  is  by  law  established, 
"they  shall  enjoy  the  same  liberty,  without  any  let,  hin- 
•'  drance  and  molestation  whatever. 

"  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein,  shall  be  con- 
"  strued  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
"  Churches  by  law  established  in  this  Government,  or  to 
"  the  excusing  any  person  from  paying  any  such  minister, 
"  or  town  dues,  as  are  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be  due  from 
"  them,''—  Acts  and  Laws  of  Connecticut,  1715. 
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the  State  had  been  remarkably  homogeneous. 
They  reverenced  the  same  standards.  They  fol- 
lowed similar  usages.  They  received  the  same 
traditions.  There  was  scarcely  a  shadow  of  op- 
position to  an  Establishment  on  the  mere 
ground  of  dissent  from  congregational  doctrine 
or  discipline.  But  already  a  change  was  at 
hand — invited  in  part  doubtless  by  the  larger 
measure  of  toleration  extended  to  "  sober  dis- 
M  senters,"  on  the  occasion  of  the  legislative  en- 
dorsement of  the  Saybrook  Platform. 

Dissent  was  gaining  a  foothold  at  the  East 
and  the  West.  Episcopal  zeal,  inspired  and 
guided  by  prominent  adherents  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  New  York,  was  gathering  con- 
gregations at  Rye  and  Stratford ;  while,  on  the 
East,  the  Baptists,  sustained  by  Rhode  Island 
sympathy,  had  planted  themselves  in  Groton 
and  its  vicinity.  But  the  aggregate  number  of 
both  denominations  was  for  a  long  period  too 
inconsiderable  to  command  any  great  measure 
of  political  influence  or  respect. 

The  first  marked^opposition  to  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal establishment  of  the  Colony  was  manifested 
by  an  inconsiderable  and,  in  some  respects,  con- 
temptible sect.  This  body  was  known,  from 
the  name  of  its  leading  spirit,  John  Rogers,  as 
the  Rogerines;  and  it  flourished  more  especially 
in  the  vicinity  of  New  London.  It  first  emerg- 
ed into  notice  in  connection  with  its  practical 
adoption  of  Seventh-day  observance  principles, 
which  had  been  so  openly  advocated  and  be- 
come so  obnoxious,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch  of 
Norwich,  some  quarter  of  a  century  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Platform,  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  meet  them  with  a  public  refutation. 

The  founder  of  the  Rogerines  was  a  strong- 
willed  enthusiast,  a  second  Gorton ;  and  his 
course  gave  some  color  of  justice  to  the  order — 
at  length  issued — that  he  should  be  carried  to 
Hartford  prison,  to  be  there  "  shut  up  in 
"  some  dark  room,"  while  "  one  Laborell,  a 
"  French  Doctor,"  was  to  shave  his  head,  and 
"  give  him  purges  to  recover  him  of  his  mad- 
■"  nefss." 

O  his  own  career,  we  are  informed  in  a 
pamphlet  which  he  published  in  1721.  Most  of 
it  is  devoted  to  an  attempted  refutation  of  the 
claims  put  forth  by  two  writers,  (one  of  them 
probably  Fitch  of  Norwich,)  in  behalf  of  the 
religious  observance  of  the  Lord's-day.  This 
he  professed  to  consider  utterly  unscriptural. 
The  popular  observance  of  the  Sabbath  was 
like  the  sin  of  Nadab  and  Abihu,  in  his  esteem. 
Acting  out  his  convictions,  he  repeatedly  ex- 
posed himself  to  civil  process.  It  would  be 
tedious  to  recite  the  harsh  treatment  to  which 
he  was  subjected,  and  of  which  he  indignantly 
complains.  Repeatedly  fined,  or  bound  over 
for  his  good  behavior,  he  refused  to  comply 


with  the  terms  of  what  he  regarded  as  an  un- 
righteous sentence.  In  his  "  New  London 
"  Prison,"  he  addressed  a  curious  letter  "  the 
"  17th  of  the  9th  month,  1719,"  to  "Richard 
"  Christopher's  Assistant  and  from  him  to  Gover- 
"  nor  Saltonstall,  and  Eliphalet  Adams."*  He 
insists  that  they  shall  answer  his  three  ques- 
tions— "  Hath  God  any  law  to  forbid  labour 
"  on  the  first  Day  of  the  Week  ?  "  "  Whether 
"  the  name  Sabbath  be  a  Title  that  God  by  his 
"  word  hath  put  upon  it  ?  "  (If  so,  he  prays 
them  to  quote  chapter  and  verse.)  "  Whether 
"  the  Name,  Lord's-Day,  be  a  Scripture  Name 
"  peculiarly  to  that  Day  ?  "  If  they  cannot  an- 
swer these  questions,  he  requests  them  to  read 
and  consider  what  is  written,  Psalm  xc,  20,  21, 
"  Shall  the  throne  of  Iniquity  have  fellowship 
"  with  thee,  which  frameth  mischief  by  a  Law  ?  " 
etc. 

He  requests  also  "  the  Court  Elders  and 
"  Messengers  "  to  see  that  an  answer  is  returned 
"  him,  "  as  you  will  answer  it  before  God,  the 
"  Judge  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  that  we  may 
"  not  be  compelled  by  the  authority,  to  offer  to 
"  God  in  divine  worship,  that  which  he  hath 
"not  commanded,  against  our  consciences,"  etc. 

He  complains  that  no  answer  had  been  re- 
turned to  his  request,  which  he  thereupon  re- 
news. "  Having  treated,"  he  says,  "  upon  your 
"  Sabbath,  the  Foundation  almost  of  all  your 
"  worship,  which  is  the  work  of  your  own 
"  hands,"  he  proceeds  to  narrate  his  persecu- 
tions : 

"  I  shall  now  conclude  with  what  is  called 
"your  Civil  Government.  The  last  fine  you 
"  fined  me  was  ten  shillings.  All  that  I  did  was 
"  expounding  upon  a  chapter  in  the  Bible,  be- 
"  tween  your  meetings,  after  the  people  were 
"  gone  to  dinner,  which  you  call  a  riot.  I  went 
"  into  no  other  seat  but  that  which  I  was  seated 
"  in,  by  them  whom  the  town  appointed  to  seat 
"every  one.  The  building  of  the  meeting- 
"  hous'e  cost  me  three  of  the  best  fat  cattle  I  had 
"  that  year,  and  as  many  shoes  as  was  sold  for 
"thirty  shillings  in  silver  money;  for  which 
"said  fine  of  ten  shillings  the  officer  took  ten 
"  sheep,  as  some  told  me  that  help'd  to  drive 
"them away.  The  sheep  were  half  my  son's: 
"  they  were  marked  with  a  mark  that  we  mark- 
"ed  creatures  with  that  were  between  us.  which 
"  said  mark  had  been  recorded  in  the  town 
"book,  I  suppose  for  above  twenty  years;  and 
"  after  they  were  sold,  the  officer  went  into  my 
"  son's  pasture  unbeknown  to  him  and  took  a 
"  milch  cow  which  was  between  us.  (my  part  he 
"  hired),  all  upon  the  same  fine  of  ten  shillings 
"The   pasture  had  stood  recorded  to  him.  above 
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"  seven,  if  not  above  eight  years,  and  not  any 
"  overplus  returned.  Such  things  as  those  hath 
" been  frequently  done  upon  us;  and  my  pur- 
"  pose  is  brevity,  and  such  things  as  those  would 
"  contain  a  great  volume,  and  therefore  I  think 
"  to  mention  but  one  more.  I  was  hud  £20  by  a 
"  Superiour  Court  for  charging  an  Inferior 
"  Court  with  injustice,  for  trying  upon  Life  and 
"  Death  without  a  jury?'1  Upon  this,  he  dilates 
at  length,  giving  account  of  his  arrest,  im- 
prisonment, and  flight  to  Long  Island  and 
Newport,  where  the  Governor  befriended  him, 
and  a  merchant  offered  to  supply  him  money 
to  prosecute  his  appeal  in  England. 

But  his  mission  was  in  the  vicinity  of  his  own 
home,  and  there  he  found  admirers  and  adher- 
ents. The  Rogerincs  deserved  the  name.  They 
copied  after  their  leader's  example.  The  most 
impracticable  of  mortals — the  early  Quakers 
scarcely  excepted— they  were  well  calculated  to 
wear  out  the  patience  of  the  civil  authority.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  say  which  party,  persecu- 
tors or  persecuted,  were  made  most  un- 
comfortable. The  rile  persecuted  the  steel,  and 
the  steel  persecuted  the  file,  but  the  Rogerines 
were  the  file.  If  we  may  infer,  from  the  lan- 
guage of  Dr.  McEwen,  the  state  of  popular 
feeling,  the  law-abiding  citizens,  felt  themselves 
to  be  the  injured  party.  The  fanaticism  of  the 
Rogerines,  forced  to  attend  public  worship  by 
law  on  a  day  when  they  were  resolved  to  labor, 
made  them  not  only  undevout  but  troublesome 
hearers.  Their  religion  could  find  no  expres- 
sion, but  in  insulting  and  disturbing  the  ordi- 
nances of  Congregationalists.  In  the  language 
of  Dr.  Mc  Ewen*  setting  forth  their  principles 
and  practice,  "The  Sabbath;  the  Congrega- 
"  tional  Church  and  its  ministry  and  worship, 
"were^  idols.  This  was  the  leading  article  of 
"  the  faith  of  the  Rogerines.  Their  grand  mis- 
"  sion  was  to  destroy  this  idolatry.  The  obli- 
"  gation  lay  heavy  upon  their  consciences ;  and 
11  the  enterprise  near  their  heart,  To  pay  taxes  of 
"any  sort  wounded  their  soul.  In  common 
"with  Quakers,  they  held  the  doctrine  of  non- 
"  resistance  to  violence  from  man  ;  and  they  out- 
''  quakered  the  Quakers,  in  their  religious  ab- 
''horrence  of  resistance  to  bodily  disease  of 
''  every  kind.  If  one  had  the  typhus  fever,  or 
«'  the  itch,  he  must  let  it  take  its  natural  course, 
''  without  the  slightest  resort  to  medicine  or 
''remedy.  This  cutaneous  disease  brought 
''  some  of  them  to  the  borders  of  the  grave. 
''Messrs.  Saltenstall  and  Adams  were  brave 
''  men,  not  intimidated  by  the  insolence  of  the 
''  Rogerines.  Mr.  Byles  was  a  man  of  less 
.'  nerve;    and  he  suffered  not  a  little  from  their 
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"  annoyance.  They  waylaid  him  in  his  walks* 
"  to  the  place  of  public  worship  ;  and  he  was 
"  actually  afraid  to  go  without  an  escort,  lest  he 
"  should  suffer  indignities  from  them." 

"  The  idol  which  most  grievously  offended  the 
"  consciences  of  these  purifiers  of  religion  ;  and 
"  which  called  for  their  most  general  and  fierce 
"  assault,  was  the  public  worship  of  the  Con- 
"  gregationalists,  on  the  Sabbath.  They  came, 
"  men  and  women,  into  the  aisles  of  the  meet- 
"  ing-house,  with  their  cards  and  spinniug- 
"  wheels  ;  their  sewing  and  knitting  works  ; 
"  and  with  implements  for  working  in  wood ;. 
"  and  during  prayers  and  sermon,  plied  their 
"  several  occupations.  The  disturbance  made 
"  was  a  breach  of  the  law ;  police  officers  took 
"  them  out.  Thev  were  careful  to  make  no  re- 
"  sistance  ;  showing  their  faith  by  their  works. 
"  A  constable  often  took  out  a  burly  man ;  and 
"  with  a  twine,  tied  him  by  the  arm,  to  a  tree. 
"  He  was  studious  not  to  break  the  ligature ;  but 
"  stood,  conscientiously,  until  the  close  of  di- 
"  vine  service,  when  he  was  officially  released. 
"  One  constable  displayed  his  genius  in  putting. 
"  the  strength  of  this  principle  of  non-resistance 
"  to  a  test :  He  took  a  bold  assailant  of  public 
"  worship  down  to  the  harbor;  placed  him  in  a 
"  boat,  which  was  moored  to  a  stake  in  deep. 
"  water ;  perforated  the  bottom  of  the  boat 
"  with  an  auger  ;  gave  the  man  a  dish,  and  left 
"  him  to  live  by  faith,  or  die  in  the  faith.  '  Skin 
"  '  for  skin  ;  all  that  a  man  hath,  will  he  give  for 
"  '  his  life.'  The  faith  of  the  martyr  was  strong  ; 
"  yet  he  was  saved,  not  by  faith,  but  by  baling- 
"  water." 

It  is  doubtful  whether  such  opposition  as  the 
Rogerines  offered  to  the  ecclesiastical  laws  of 
the  State,  did  not  really  serve  to  strengthen 
them.  Their  own  notions  were  accounted 
whimsical,  and  they  were  regarded  rather  as  the 
injuring  than  the  injured  party.  Their  studied 
disrespect  of  the  Sabbath  may  have  been  con- 
scientious ;  but  it  was  insulting  to  the  convic- 
tions of  others  as  sacred  as  their  own.  The 
compulsion  to  which  they  were  subjected,  in- 
being  forced  to  attend  public  worship,  was 
really  their  strongest  ground  of  complaint  ;  and 
the  result  of  it,  in  the  light  of  the  present  day, 
appears  alike  futile  and  ridiculous.  Yet  they 
were  to  Connecticut  somewhat  as  the  early 
Quakers  were  to  Massachusetts ;  and  a  sketch  of 
religious  liberty  in  the  former  Colony,  would  be 
incomplete  if  it  overlooked  them  altogether. 
They  were  sufferers  by  civil  persecution.  They 
doubtless  often  felt  that  they  were  entitled  to 
rank  as  martyrs.  "Their  goods  were  distrain- 
"  ed ;  their  cattle  were  sold  at  the  post ;  and. 
"  some  of  their  people  were  imprisoned.  But 
"  emulating  the  example  of  the  Apostles,  they 
"  took  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods ;  yea,. 
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"  they  gloried  in  bonds  and  imprisonment.  I 
"  have  not  yet  spoken  of  scourging  ;  nor  of  the 
"  effects  of  it ;  which,  in  the  consummation  of 
"judgments,  actually  befel  these  crusaders 
"  against  idolatry.  What  the  law  would  not 
"  do,  in  that  it  was  weak,  lynching  did.  His- 
"  torical  fidelity  constrains  me,  though  with 
"  reluctance  and  sadness,  to  say,  that  our  fore- 
"  fathers  of  this  congregation,  in  the  extremity 
"  of  their  embarrassment,  took  the  disturbers  of 
"  public  worship  out,  tied  them  to  trees,  and 
"  permitted  the  boys  to  give  them  a  severe 
"  whipping  with  switches  taken  from  the 
"  prim-bush.  The  affirmation  of  the  Rogerines 
"  is,  that  the  shrub  has  never  vegetated  in  this 
"  town,  since  that  irreligious  and  cruel  use  of 
"  it."*  It  is  but  natural  that  in  the  clearer  light 
of  the  present  day,  and  far  removed  from  the 
sympathies  and  passions  of  the  actors  in  these 
scenes,  we  should  feel  that  this  diminutive,  and 
in  some  respects  contemptible,  sect,  was  sustain- 
ed and  nurtured  by  the  unwise  coercion  to 
which  it  was  subjected  by  the  necessities  of  the 
union  of  Church  and  State. 

So  far  as  opposition  to  the  legal  maintenance 
of  the  ministry  was  concerned,  the  Baptists 
were  full  as  decided  if  not  so  demonstrative  as 
the  Rogerines.  Like  them,  few  in  number,  they 
were  somewhat  contemptuously  overlooked ;  and 
their  Rhode  Island  origin  did  not  help  to  com- 
mend them  to  public  respect.  The  first  public 
movement  on  their  part,  in  the  way  of  opposi- 
tion  to  the  church-order  established,  of  any  spe- 
cial note,  took  place  in  1727.  Elder  Wightman, 
a  Baptist  preacher,  and  Rev.  John  Bulkley  of 
Colchester,  met  at  Lyme,  each  supported  by 
sympathizing  friends,  and  engaged  in  a  public 
debate.  Baptism  was  the  main  topic  of  discus- 
sion, but  one  point  of  controversy  was  the  legal 
maintenance  of  the  clergy,  which  Wightman 
opposed  and  Bulkley  defended.  Each  side 
published  its  version  of  the  debate,  although 
Bulkley  gives  limited  space  to  his  defence  of 
ministerial  support  by  legal  provisions.  The 
opposition  of  Wightman  was  based  on  three 
distinct  positions — 1.  Because  there  is  no  pre- 
cept or  precedent  for  it  in  the  New  Testament. 
2.  Because  it  violates  the  Gospel  rule  of  doing 
to  others  as  we  would  have  them  do  to  us.  3. 
Because  the  Lord  requires  only  volunteers,  and 
not  forced  men  in  his  service.  Wightman  com- 
plained that  Bulkley  evaded  the  issue,  insisting 
only  that  under  the  existing  laics  of  the  State, 
the  method  adopted  for  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry was  lawful. 

Such  opposition  as  the  few  Baptists  who 
were  at  that  time  within  the  limits  of  the  Col- 
ony could  offer  to  the   legal  church-establish- 
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ment,  was  indeed  inconsiderable.  But  they 
asked  for  themselves  precisely  what  they  were 
prepared  to  concede  to  others.  This  can  scarcely 
be  said  of  the  Episcopalians.  Their  mother 
Church  of  England  was  an  Established  Church. 
Even  in  their  early  publications,  and  in  the 
days  of  their  feebleness,  they  spoke  in  a  lordly 
tone  of  the  "Dissenters"  around  them;  and  no 
one  questioned  at  that  day  the  satisfaction  with 
which  they  could  have  seen  the  civil  patronage 
enjoyed  by  Congregationalists,  transferred  to 
themselves.  The  first  serious  opposition  to 
civil  enactments  concerning  religion,  was  to 
spring  from  the  bosom  of  the  Congregational 
Church  itself. 

A  religious  establishment  is,  from  its  very 
nature,  conservative.  It  has  nothing  to  gain 
by  agitation  or  revolution,  but  much  to  risk. 
Its  necessary  attitude  toward  new  and  earnest 
outbreaks  of  popular  religious  feeling,  is  one  of 
hostility.  This  was  the  case  in  a  marked  man- 
ner, with  the  established  order  in  Connecticut, 
when  that  tide  of  religious  revival,  which  for 
more  than  a  century  has  been  associated  with, 
the  names  of  Edwards  and  Whitfield,  rolled 
over  New  England.  At  first,  indeed,  the  great 
trans- Atlantic  Apostle  received  a  cautious  and 
guarded  welcome.  But  his  own  zeal  and  im- 
prudence, to  say  nothing  of  the  course  pursued 
by  his  followers  and  admirers — Tennent,  Daven- 
port, Allen,  Croswell  and  others — provoked  crit- 
icism, then  suspicion,  and  at  length  denuncia- 
tion. Ministers  saw  their  congregations  thinned 
by  the  loss  of  those  who  admired  and  followed 
the  Revivalists,  and  wTho  were  almost  immedi- 
ately designated  as  Separatists.  The  Legisla- 
ture sympathized  with  the  clergy,  and  resolved 
to  check  the  threatening  evil.  That  evil  had 
already  become  serious.  New  congregations 
were  formed  in  many  places,  and  others  were  in 
progress  of  being  gathered.  Some  of  the  more 
warm-hearted  and  zealous  of  the  clergy  favored 
them;  while  others  opposed  them.  President 
Clap,  at  the  head  of  Yale  College,  belonged  to 
the  latter  class.  So  also  did  many  of  the  most 
prominent  clergy  and  civilians  of  the  State. 

The  strength  of  this  antagonism  of  feeling  is 
reflected  in  many  historic  incidents  of  the  time. 
David  Brainerd,  a  member  of  Yale  College,  in 
the  fervor  of  his  warm  religious  feeling,  was 
overheard  to  say  of  one  of  the  Tutors(Whittlesey, 
afterwards  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  New 
Haven,)  that  he  had  no  more  grace  than  the 
chair  upon  which  he  was  leaning.  For  this, 
after  an  inquisitionary  investigation,  he  was  ex- 
pelled ;  and  no  intercession  from  men  like  Ed- 
wards and  President  Burr,  in  connection  with 
his  own  humiliating  confessions  of  his  rash  and 
uncharitable  expressions,  could  procure  him  his 
academic  degree.     The  two  Cleavelands,  mem- 
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bers  of  College  from  Canterbury,  had  on  their 
visit  home,  attended  with  their  parents  the 
Separatist  Church  where  the  family  worshipped; 
and  for  this  offence,  they  too  were  expelled. 
Several  students  also  were  fined  for  going  to 
Milford,  to  hear  the  celebrated  preacher  Gilbert 
Tennent  ;  and  it  was  only  as  a  very  special  fa- 
vor, and  generally  with  the  disapproval  of  the 
college  authorities,  that  any  could  hear,  even  oc- 
casionally, the  ministers  who  supplied  the  Sepa- 
ratist Church  in  New  Haven. 

The  College  authorities  reflected  fairly  the 
prevalent  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  clergy 
withiu  the  bounds  of  the  State.  The  Revival- 
ists were  accounted  enthusiasts,  in  some  cases — 
as  in  that  of  John  Davenport — with  only  too 
much  reason  ;  and  the  civil  authorities  felt  called 
upon  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  friends  of  the 
Saybrook  Platform.  It  was  by  no  means  going 
out  of  their  line  of  business  to  do  so.  With  the 
best  of  motives,  they  were  continually  stretching 
out  their  hands  to  hold  up  the  falling  ark. 
They  were  iu  fact  a  Secular  Synod,  enjoining 
upon  the  Associations — as  so  many  Presbyteries 
— the  work  they  were  to  do  and  the  course 
they  should  pursue.  In  1714,  the  General  As- 
sembly commended  an  inquiry  into  the  pre- 
vailing sins  of  the  times,  and  the  state  of  reli- 
gion among  the  people.  In  1723,  they  enacted 
that  "  whatsoever  persons  shall  presume  on  the 
"  Lord's-day  to  neglect  the  public  worship  of 
"  God  in  some  lawful  congregation,  and  form 
"  themselves  into  separate  companies  in  private 
"houses,  being  convicted  thereof  before  any  As- 
"  sistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,"  shall  each  of 
"  them,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of 
"  twenty  shillings."  Nor  was  this  all.  Any 
one,  not  a  lawful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  admin- 
istering or  making  the  show  of  administering 
the  communion  to  any  persons  whatsoever,  and 
beiug  convicted  thereof,  should  incur  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  suffer 
corponil  punishment  by  whipping,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  stripes  for  each  offence.  Relief, 
however,  was  afforded  to  tender  consciences,  by 
application  to  the  Legislature,  of  persons,  sober- 
ly dissenting  from  the  established  order.. 

To  harmonize  the  Churches  on  the  Saybrook 
Platform,  especially  when  parties  existed  within 
the  Churches  themselves,  gave  the  Assembly  no 
little  trouble.  At  Norwich,  the  Church  refused 
to  accept  the  platform.  In  other  places,  they 
rebelled  against  the  attempt  to  impose  it.  At 
Guilford,  a  secession  took  place  from  the  Church 
over  which  Thomas  Ruggles  was  installed  in 
1729.  The  seceders  distinctly  renounced  the 
Platform,  and  set  up  worship  as  an  independent 
congregation.  The  Legislature,  however,  reject- 
ed their  petition  to  be  made  a  distinct  Society, 
and  used  measures  to  induce  the  seceders  to  re- 


turn to  the  old  Church.  "  Adhering  to  its  old 
"  habit,"  in  the  language  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon, 
"  of  playing  the  Bishop  over  the  Churches,"  it 
ordered  an  ecclesiastical  Council  selected  from 
three  Counties,  to  meet  at  Guilford,  and  bring 
the  controversy  to  a  close.  The  thing  could 
not  be  done.  At  the  proposal  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  General  Association  next  attempted  it; 
but  with  no  better  success.  A  Committee  of  its 
own,  sent  by  the  Legislature,  recommended 
another  Council.  The  Council  was  to  be  final, 
but  it  accomplished  nothing.  Another  legisla- 
tive Committee  met,  heard  the  parties,  and  re- 
ported ;  and  still  another  Council  was  directed 
to  undertake  the  task.  They  recommended 
that  the  seceders  be  permitted  to  have  their 
own  way ;  and  after  five  years  of  strife,  there 
was  peace  at  Guilford. 

The  advent  of  Whitfield,  and  the  labors  of 
men  like  Owen,  Pomeroy,  Wheelock,  Bellamy, 
well-known  friends  of  the  Revival,  disturbed 
anew  the  quietude  of  the  Churches ;  and  the 
Legislature,  again  disposed  to  interfere,  deter- 
mined to  secure  the  wisest  counsels.  They  di- 
rected the  General  Association  to  meet  at  Guil- 
ford, and  consider  what  should  be  done.  "What 
"  ministers  composed "  this  Association,  says 
Trumbull,  "  cannot  be  known,  as  there  is  not 
"  the  least  Minute  of  any  such  Council  on  the  re- 
"  cords  of  the  General  Association ;  nor  is  there 
"  any  intimation  of  the  result  or  doings  of  it,  any 
"  further  than  what  is  found  in  the  preamble  of 
"  this  extraordinary  Act,  and  in  references  to  it, 
"  by  Associations  and  Consociations  afterwards." 
Happily,  I  have  succeeded  in  rescuing  from 
contemporary  documents,  a  manuscript  letter 
of  Joseph  Bellamy  to  Eleazar  Wheelock,  which 
shows  that  the  Association  had  present  among 
its  members  a  vigorous  minority  aware  of  its 
designs,  and  prepared  to  resist  them.  "  Rev. 
"  Sir  &  Dear  Br,"  writes  Bellamy,  under  date  of 
Bethlehem,  November  16,  1711,  "  You  know 
"  doubtless  that  the  Consociation  is  to  be  held 
"  at  Guilford  next  week.  Dr.  Sir,  fail  not  of 
"  being  there,  together  with  Mr.  Mecham  and 
"  Pumroy,  and  all  that  are  true  friends  to  the 
"  suffering  interests  of  our  dear  Lord.  I  trust 
"  you'll  meet  there  all  your  brethren  from  this 
"  way.  Many  things  I  might  add,  but  time 
"  fails."  In  a  Postscript,  he  adds,  "  Let  us  cry 
'•  mightily  to  God,  for  who  can  tell  but  he  may 
"  now  appear,  and  make  Jerusalem  the  joy  of 
"  the  whole  earth." 

But  Bellamy  and  his  friends  were  out-num- 
bered and  out-voted.  The  policy  suggested  by 
Samuel  Whittlesey,  of  Wallingford,  and  em- 
bodied in  the  instructions  given  by  the  New 
Haven  County  Consociation  to  their  delegates, 
was  adopted.  When  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  met  in  May,  1743,  the  sermon  preach- 
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ed  before  them  by  Isaac  Stiles,  (father  of  Presi 
dent  Stiles)  of  North  Haven,  foreshadowed  the 
course  they  were  prepared  to  pursue,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  advice  given  by  the  Guilford 
Council.  He  was  bitter  upon  the  Revival  par- 
ty,*comparing  them  to  "  Will  with  his  wisp 
"'  and  Jack  with  his  lanthorn."  The  General 
Assembly  proceeded  to  their  task  and  passed 
an  Act,  in  the  preface  of  which  they  speak  of 
having  "  directed,  in  consequence  of  disorderly 
*'  and  irregular  practises,"  the  calling  of  a 
•General  Association  at  Guilford,  in  November 
last,  and  of  the  work  which  it  had  been  com- 
missioned to  do.  Evidently  in  accordance  with 
its  advice,  in  view  of  "  prevalent  practises, 
"  which  tend  to  division  and  contention,"  and 
u  to  destroy  the  ecclesiastlcalC  onstitution  es- 
"  tablished  by  the  laws  of  this  Government," 
they  enacted  that  a  minister,  who  goes  uninvited 
into  another  parish  to  preach,  "shall  be  denied 
"  and  excluded  the  benefit  of  any  law  of  this 
"  Colony,  made  for  the  support  and  encourage- 
**  ment  of  the  Gospel  ministry ;"  that  ministers 
or  Associations  interfering  with  what  pertains, 
according  to  the  Saybrook  Platform,  to  another 
Association,  shall  be  subjected  to  a  similar  pen- 
alty; that  a  minister  not  settled  or  ordained, 
intruding  into  a  parish,  without  the  invitation 
of  the  minister  and  the  major  part  of  the  con- 
gregation, be  put  under  bonds,  to  the  amount  01 
one  hundred  pounds,  not  to  offend  again  ;*  and 
that  a  minister  from  out  of  the  State,  whether 
licensed  or  unlicensed,  ordained  or  unordained, 
intruding  in  the  like  manner,  "  be  sent,  as  a 
"  vagrant  person,  by  warrant  from  any  Assistant 
"or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  from  Constable  to  Con- 
u  stable,  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Colony." 

Such  was  the  legislation  for  which  the  New 
Haven  County  Association  (Oct.  1742)  returned 
grateful  acknowledgment,  thanking  the  Assem- 
bly for  "  so  caring  for  our  religious  interests  and 
"  ecclesiastical  Constitution  ;"  at  the  same  time 
praising  their  wisdom,  and  commending  the 
serviceableness  of  their  Act. 
~The  Act  was  not  to  remain  a  dead  letter  on 
the  Statute-book.  It  reached,  and  in  some 
cases  very  effectually,  those  at  whom  it  was 
aimed.  Philemon  Robbins,  (settled  at  Branford 
in  1732,)  ventured  to  preach  in  a  neighboring 
parish  without  the  minister's  consent. '  He  was 
deposed  from  his  office,  and  deprived  of  legal 


"  *  Among  the  features  of  the  Connecticut  law  of  1T42. 
'  was  one  which  provided  that  if  any  person  not  licensed 
'  to  preach,  should  exhort  within  the  limits  of  any  parish, 
1  without  the  consent  of  the  pastor  and  a  majority  of  that 
'  parish,  he  might  for  every  such  offence  be  bound  to  keep 
'  the  peace,  by  any  assistant  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
'  penal  sum  of  £100. 

"  For  this  law,  the  Association  of  New  Haven  County,  in 
'  their  meeting  in  September  1742.  expressed  their  thanks  to 
1  (he  Legislature  and  prayed  that  ltjmight  continue  in  force." 
-Dutton's  Historical  Discourse,  54. 


maintainance.  But  he  contemned  the  injustice 
of  the  law  ;  and  his  people  sustained  him.  Ben- 
jamin Pomeroy  of  Hebron,  preached  in  Colches- 
ter, supposing  that  the  minister  had  no  ob- 
jection; and  for  this  he  too  was  denied  the 
privilege  of  the  civil  provision  for  his  support. 
This,  however,  was  sivpplied  by  the  voluntary 
devotion  of  his  people  ;  and  he  pursued  his 
course,  supported  by  them  on  the  voluntary 
system.  Bellamy's  Church  also  sympathized 
with  him  in  his  detestation  of  the  law  and 
placed  themselves  virtually  outside  the  State 
establishment.  In  the  Diary  of  David  Brainerd, 
for  September  1742,  we  find  that  he  had 
preached  for  the  Seperatist  Church,  organized 
at  New  Haven  in  the  preceding  May  (5th)  by 
Joseph  Bellamy,  Samuel  Cooke,*  John  Graham, 
and  Elisha  Kent.  For  this,  he  was  informed 
that  the  civil  authorities  were  seeking  an  op- 
portunity to  arrest  and  imprison  him.  He 
desired  to  meet  his  friends  at  New  Haven  ;  but 
he  dared  only  to  venture  to  the  house  of  an 
acquaintance  at  a  distance  from  the  town. 
And  so  the  saintly  man,  the  Apostolic  mission- 
ary to  the  Indians,  whose  life  has  inspired  the 
zeal  of  men  like  Henry  Martyn,  and  seemed  to 
revive  in  the  last  ages  the  memories  of  primi- 
tive devotion,  wrote  in  his  Diary — "  though 
"  some  time  ago,  I  reckoned  upon  seeing  my 
"  dear  friends  at  Commencement ;  yet  being  now 
"  denied  the  opportunity  for  fear  of  imprison- 
"  ment,  I  feel  totally  resigned,  and  am  content  to 
"  spend  this  day  alone  in  the  woods,  as  I  could 
"  have  done  if  I  had  been  allowed  to  go  to  town.1' 
Thomas  Lewis  was  a  fellow  student  of  Brain- 
erd, graduating  at  Yale  College  in  1741.  For  him, 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  the  Revival,  there  was 
no  toleration  within  the  bounds  of  Connecticut; 
and,  like  Davenport,  Symmes,  Allen  and  others, 
New  Jersey  furnished*  him  a  refuge,  (Life  of 
John  Brainerd,  p.  102)  and  in  1747,  he  was 
settled  at  Bethlehem,  in  that  Province.     Elisha 

*  "  Mr.  Cooke  was  called  to  account  before  the  Corpora 
"  tion  of  Yale  College,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  for 
"assisting  in  the  formation  of  this  Church,  and  found  it 
"expedient,  such  was  the  feeling  against  him,  to  resign  his 
"seat. '—  (College  Records.) — Dutton's  Historical  Hit- 
course,  43. 

"A  short  time— two  or  three  weeks— after  the  Church 
"was  formed,  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony,  doubtless 
"urged  by  ecclesiastical  influence,  especially  from  this 
"County,  passed  a  law,  which  would  prevent  them  from 
"  emploving  anv  minister,  without  the  consent  of  the  Pas- 
"tor  and  the  majority  of  the  First  Society.'"— Duttox"s  His- 
torical Discourse,  44. 

In  1743,  the  Assembly,  "in  order  to  suppress  enthusiasm, 
as  was  said,  repealed  the  Act  of  Toleration  of  which  the 
founders  of  this  Church  had  availed  themselves  when  they 
seceded.  So  that,  thereafter,  no  class  of  men  could  be  per- 
mitted to  separate  from  the  established  Churches,  and 
worship  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences  un- 
less leave  should  be  granted  by  special  Act  of  Legislature; 
and  moreover  it  was  intimated  in  the  Act  of  repeal,  that 
Ccmgregationalisis  or  Presbyterians,  who  should  apply  fo 
such  leave,  would  meet  with  no  indulgence  from  the  Aar 
sembly Dutton's  Historical  Discourse,  47. 
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Kent,  settled  for  some  years  at  Newtown,  had 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Separatist 
Church  at  New  Haven,  and  had  preached  for 
the  Separatist  Church  at  Milford ;  and  to  avoid 
arrest  and  imprisonment  he  fled  beyond  the  bor- 
ders of  the  State,  and,  not  far  from  the  Township 
of  Kent,  in  Duchess-county,  New  York,  he 
planted  the  foundations  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  a  pioneer  on  the  eastern  line  of  the 
Hudson.  His  grandson.  Chancellor  Kent,  and 
the  name  of  the  township  derived  from  the 
family  to  which  he  belonged,  are  to  us  me- 
morials of  an  exile  enforced  by  the  Connec- 
ticut legislation  of  1742. 

Owen  of  Groton  and  Pomeroy  of  Hebron, 
were  not  disposed  to  flee  the  State.  The  latter 
offended  anew  by  preaching  at  Milford;  and  it 
is  scarce/y  strange  that,  under  the  severity  which 
was  shown  him,  he  should  even  have  exceeded 
Owen  in  the  harshness  of  his  strictures  on  Con- 
necticut legislation.  He  is  reported  to  have 
said  pu  blicly,  that  the  late  laws  of  the  Colony, 
made  concerning  ecclesiastical  affairs,  were  a 
great  foundation  to  encourage  persecution  and 
to  encourage  wicked  men  to  break  their  cove- 
nants; that  if  they  did  not,  it  was  no  thanks 
to  the  Court ;  and  that  the  law  which  was 
made  to  stop  ministers  from  going  about  to 
preach  in  other  towns,  was  made  without  reason, 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  God.  He  was  also 
charged  with  saying,  "  there  was  no  Colony  so 
"  bad  for  persecuting  laws  as  Connecticut." 
For  these  words,  bills  of  indictment  were  filed 
against  him,  by  Elihu  Hall,  Esqr.,  of  Walling- 
ford;  and  he  was  summoned  to  appear  and 
answer  before  the  General  Assembly. 

Owen  was  summoned  at  the  same  time.  This 
was  in  May,  1744.  His  offence  was  probably 
less  than  Pomeroy's ;  and  he  was  let  off  with  a 
slight  apology.  But  undoubtedly  he  had  at 
the  time  in  his  pocket,  the  answer  to  a  letter 
Which  he  had  written  to  Thomas  Prince,  of 
Boston,  in  which  the  latter,  after  a  long  and 
eloquent  defence  of  the  order  of  Evangelists, 
closed  by  saying—"  That  as  to  the  Connecticut 
"  laws,  I  should  be  ever  astonished  as  well  as 
"  grieved,  if  I  had  not  read  and  seen  so  much  of 
"  the  same  spirit  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
"  It  is  the  very  spirit  of  human  nature,  in  its 
"  present  depravation.  Even  a  righteous  Abel, 
"  yea,  a  most  holy,  harmless  and  spotless  Jesus, 
"  must  be  hated,  abused  and  destroyed,  because 
"  they  were  so.  I  mourn  for  the  makers  of 
"  them,  for  the  temporal  hurt  they  do  to  others, 
"  for  preserving  their  consciences  upright  before 
"  the  Lord  ;  but  much  more  for  the  wounds  thev 


on 
the 


((  give   their  hearts,  for  their  entrenching 

"  what  I  am  sure  are  the  prerogatives  of  _ 
|'  great  Redeemer ;  and  for  the  great  dishonor 
"  they  bring  on  our  country,  our  profession,  our 


"  religion  and  our  God.  As  I  sojourned  in  Eng- 
"  land  near  seven  years,  I  know  how  grievous 
"  they  will  be  to  our  friends,  and  offensive  if  not 
"  enraging  to  our  enemies.  .  .  In  one  of  your 
"  laws,  I  also  observe  an  High  Commission 
"  Court  set  up  with  such  an  unlimited  power  as 
"  there  is  none  so  great  in  England,  and  your 
"  Government  is  invested  with  greater  power 
"  than  King  George  himself.  ...  As  to 
"  your  particular  case  depending — not  knowing 
"  the  precise  words  you  dropped,  I  am  not  able 
"  to  form  a  particular  judgment.  I  can  only 
"venture  to  say  in  general,  that  the  known 
"  sins  of  magistrates  and  ministers,  as  well  as 
"  people,  ought  to  be  bewailed,  especially  on 
"  days  of  universal  humiliation  appointed  by 
"  the  magistrates ;  but  then  they  are  to  be  men- 
"  tioned  with  great  humility  and  decency — but 
"  with  respect  to  these  particular  laws,  I  cannot 
"  see  but  they  might  be  lamented  as  very 
"  grievous  to  many  pious  ministers  and  people, 
"  as  bereaving  of  those  liberties  Christ  has  most 
"  dearly  purchased  and  kindly  given  us ;  but 
"  with  the  supposition  that  the  magistrates 
"  being  fallible  men,  acted  in  the  uprightness  of 
"  their  hearts,  and  with  a  view  to  the  glory  of 
"  God,  and  the  good  of  the  people." 

Not  a  very  flattering  document  to  those  who 
were  constrained  to  accept  the  apology  which  it 
allowed  Owen  to  make;  and  perhaps  it  was  well 
for  both  parties,  that  it  was  not  exhibited.  But 
Pomeroy  had  no  apology;  and  he  was  con- 
demned to  pay  costs  of  prosecution  and  give 
bonds  in  fifty  pounds,  to  keep  the  peace  thence- 
forth. 

He  could  not  complain  of  the  character  of 
those  that  suffered  with  him.  A  few  months 
before,  Samuel  Finley,  subsequently  President 
of  Princeton-college,  was  sent  by  the  Presby- 
tery of  New  Brunswick  to  supply  the  Churches 
formed  at  Milford  and  New  Haven,  which  had 
put  themselves  under  their  care.  For  preach- 
ing at  Milford,  he  was  arrested,  and  sent  out  of 
the  Government  as  a  vagrant.  He  returned  and 
preached  at  New  Haven,  for  which  he  was 
seized  at  the  meeting-house  door,  on  Lord's-day 
morning,  and  carried  away  by  an  officer.  He 
returned  again  and  preached  to  the  people. 
This  is  said,  (Letter  of  Stephen  Blanchard  to 
Ethan  Smith,  1817,)  to  have  induced  the  Legis- 
lature to  enact  that  any  minister  who  should  do 
the  like,  should  be  imprisoned  till  he  gave  a 
bond  in  one  hundred  pounds  not  to  do  so  again. 
— (See  Trumbull's  History  of  Connecticut,  ii. 
Oct.  1743.) 

Among  such  distinguished  victims,  it  may 
seem  superfluous  to  note  cases  like  those  of 
Thomas  Marsh,  arrested  Jan.  5th  1746,  on  the 
day  before  he  was  to  have  been  ordained,  and 
thrown  into  prison,  nor  that  of  Solomon  Paine 
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of  Canterbury,  deprived  by  process  of  law  of 
his  goods  and  chattels  and  imprisoned ;  vindica- 
ting in  a  large  printed  pamphlet  his  rights  as  a 
citfzen  and  a  man;  and  appealing  for  justice  to 
the  General  Assembly.  We  shall  leave  the 
historian  of  Connecticut,  (Trumbull)  to  charac- 
terize the  legislation  of  1742  as  "an  outrage  to 
"  every  principle  of  justice,  and  to  the  most  in- 
"  herent  and  valuable  rights  of  the  subject."  "  It 
"  was,"  he  says,  "  a  palpable  contradiction  and 
"gross  violation  of  the  Connecticut  Bill  of 
"  Rights.  It  dishonored  the  Servant  of  God, 
"  stained  his  good  name,  and  deprived  him  of 
"  all  the  temporal  emoluments  of  his  profession, 
"without  judge  or  jury,  without  hearing  him 
"  or  knowing  what  evil  he  had  done.  It  put  it 
"  into  the  hands  of  enemies  and  malicious  per- 
sons to  undo  innocent  men."  We  may  add 
that  a  fitting  parallel  for  it  must  be  sought  in 
the  infamous  legislation  against  Non-conform- 
ists and  Conventicles,  under  Charles  II. 

Such  intolerance  could  not  long  maintain  it- 
self in  Connecticut;  although  the  obnoxious 
enactment  was  plausibly  defensible  on  grounds 
which  could  not  be  urged  against  the  Saybrook 
Platform  Establishment  of  the  State,  and  to 
which  some  of  the  New  Light  party  were  blind 
themselves.  If  the  State  provided  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry,  it  might  be  urged  that  it 
was  not  assuming  too  much  to  say  on  what  con- 
ditions that  support  should  be  given.  But  in 
spite  of  any  such  plea,  public  opinion  bore 
more  and  more  heavily  against  the  law.  The 
exiled  ministers  and  those  who  suffered  by  the 
law  were  persons  whose  characters  commanded 
respect.  Men  like  Finley,  Brainerd,  Kent,  and 
others  of  a  kindred  spirit,  to  say  nothing  of 
Bellamy,  Pomeroy,  Wheelock,  Owen,  and  those 
who  maintained  their  places  within  the  Colony, 
could  not  fail  by  their  position  and  influence  to 
create  a  reaction.  The  expulsion  of  Brainerd 
from  Yale  College,  and  the  refusal  to  give  him, 
the  foremost  scholar  of  his  class,  his  degree, 
led  directly  to  the  establishment  of  Princeton 
College. —  {Life  of  John  Brainard,  56,  57.) 
President  Clap  discovered  the  spirit  of  those 
with  whom  he  had  sympathized  in  his  opposi- 
tion to  Whitfield,  and  threw  himself  more  and 
more  to  the  side  of  men  like  Graham  and  Bel- 
lamy. From  across  the  ocean  came  the  voice 
of  remonstrance  against  Connecticut  intolerance. 
Dr.  B.  Avery  of  England,  a  very  influential 
Dissenter,  who  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  New  England  wrote  to  a  gentleman  there : 
"  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  persecuting 
"  spirit  that  prevails  in  Connecticut.  It  is  un- 
"  accountable  that  those  who  live  and  breathe 
"by  liberty,  should  deny  it  to  their  brethren. 
"  If  any  gentlemen  that  suffer  by  these  coercive 
"  laws,  will  apply  to  me,  I  will  use  my  influence 


"  that  justice  shall  be  done  them."  His  letter 
was  read  in  the  General  Assembly,  as  Trumbull 
informs  us,  and  must  have  produced  a  deep  im- 
pression. In  consequence  of  it,  Governor  Law 
wrote  to  Dr.  Avery,  acquainting  him  with  the 
disorders  and  extravagances  into  which  the  peo- 
ple ran,  under  a  pretence  of,  and  zeal  for,  reli- 
gion, which  had  occasioned  such  laws  to  curb 
their  excesses.  Dr.  Avery  replied  that  he  dis- 
liked such  wildness  and  disorder  as  much  as  he 
did ;  but  that  civil  penalties  were  not  the  proper 
remedies  to  heal  them. 

This  letter  of  Dr.  Avery  was  not  without  ef- 
fect. This  at  least  was  the  decided  conviction 
of  Rev.  P.  Wheelock,  a  competent  judge.  In 
a  manuscript  letter  of  his,  never  yet  published, 
he  writes  to  Dr.  Avery,  under  date  of  March  4T 
1756,  as  follows:  "The  savour  of  your  name  in 
"this  Colony  amongst  those  who  appear  on 
"  the  side  of  religion,  is  like  precious  ointment, 
"  and  the  hearts  of  many  who  neither  know 
"  how,  nor  (if  they  did)  are  ever  like  to  have 
"  the  opportunity  to  express  it,  remain  con- 
"  scious  of  great  indebtedness  to  you  for  your 
"  kind  and  successful  interpositions,  when  inat- 
"ters  in  this  Government  were  pushed  on  to 
"  such  a  length  as  some  were  ready  to  term  re- 
"  ligious  violence,  and  the  face  of  things  ap- 
"  peared  with  a  threatening  aspect ;  at  that 
"juncture,  your  letter  to  our  late  Governor,  was 
"  (we  apprehend)  the  means  under  God  of 
"  quenching  the  fire,  and  putting  a  stop  to  such 
"  extraordinary  measures." 

That  letter  undoubtedly  had  a  very  material 
bearing  upon  the  cause  of  religious  liberty. 
Upon  a  revision  of  the  laws,  soon  after,  the  law 
which  had  given  so  much  trouble,  and  done  so 
much  dishonor  to  the  country,  was  expunged  or 
left  out.*  Not  however  till  it  was  pretty  clearly 
seen  that  its  opponents  were  not  disposed  to  lay 
down  their  arms.  Threats  were  made,  by  those 
who  declared  that  they  would  not  be  frighten- 
ed, but  would  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council. 
It  was,  moreover,  proposed  to  reprint  Locke's 
Treatise  on  Toleration,  an  enterprise  which  it 
was  left  for  the  friends  of  liberty  in  Massachu- 
setts to  carry  out,  at  this  very  juncture.  Thomas 
Prince,  perhaps,  had  a  hand  in  it. 

But  while  the  particular  enactment  was  set 
aside — or  omitted  in  the  revision  of  1750 — other 
kindred  legislation  was  kept  in  full  force.  The 
Separatists  of  New  Haven  at  length  outnum- 
bered the  original  Church  of  Mr.  Noyes.  and 
outvoted  them  in  the  town.  Yet  they  were  un- 
able to  procure  themselves  a  Pastor  till  1751.1 


*  It  seems  probable  that  the  ecclesiastical  laws  of  1743 
were  never  formally  repealed,  but  were  superseded  by  the 
revisiou  of  the  Statutes  In  1752.— Zr-tfcr  of  J.  C.  Hoa.pi.ey. 

t  "The  Act  of  Toleration,  of  which  the  separating  party 
"  had  taken  the  benefit,  did  not  exempt  them  from  the  pay- 
"meut  of  taxes  to  the  Society  from  which  they  had  with- 
"  drawn."— Bacon's  Historical  Discourses,  p.  223. 
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The  second  Church  at  Milford  continued  its 
conflict  for  nearly  twenty  years,  before  they  could 
secure  their  rights  from  the  Legislature,  wearied 
out  by  their  stubborn  perseverance.  The  Se- 
parate Church  at  Norwich  outnumbered  the 
original  body,  and  in  town-meeting  refused  to 
levy  the  minister's  tax.  The  Legislature  inter- 
posed to  compel  them ;  but  so  firm  were  they  in 
their  refusal  that  as  many  as  forty  persons,  it  is 
said,  were  in  prison  in  a  single  year,  for  their 
unyielding  purpose  to  maintain  their  rights. 
In  Hovey's  Life  of  Backus,  we  have  a  letter 
from  "Norwich  Gaol,  Nov.  1,  1752,"  addressed  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Lord  bv  one  of  the  victims  of  in- 
tolerance. "  Sir,"  he  writes,  "  I  take  this  oppor- 
"  tunity  to  present  you  with  these  few  lines, 
*'  which  I  should  have  thought  you  would  have 
"  prevented  by  visiting  us.  Pray,  Sir,  consider 
"  whether  or  no  you  do  not  neglect  to  minister 
"  to  Christ,  for  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto 
these,  &c.  ...  Ye  lay  heavy  burdens  and  re- 
u  fuse  to  touch  them  with  one  of  your  fingers. 
"  You  say  it  is  the  authoritv ;  Simeon  and  Levi 
'  are  brethren ;  instruments  of  cruelty  are  in 
"  their  habitations."* 

In  1750,  Ebenezer  Frothingham,  a  Separatist 
minister  at  Middletown,  entered  the  lists  as  a 
public    champion   of    the   cause   of   religious 
liberty.     In  that  year  he  published  a  16mo  vol- 
ume of  four  hundred  and    thirty-two    pages 
containing  « The  Articles  of  Faith  and  Prac- 
tice,  with  the  Covenant  that  is  confessed  by 
u  the  Separate  Churches  of  Christfin  general  in 
this  land.     Also  a  discourse,  &c."     A  large 
part  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  a  vindication  of 
the  doctrinal  views  and  relisnous  practices  of 
the  Separates.      The  author  "then  proceeds  to 
the  examination  of  a  work  entitled,  T lie  present 
way  of  the  Country  in  maintaining  the    Gospel 
ministry  h,  a  Public  Rate  or    Tax  is   Lawful 
JSquitable,  ami   agreeable   to  the   Gospel;  As"  the 
same  is  argued  and  prowl  in  way  of  Dialogue 
between  John   Queristicus  and  Thomas   CasuisU- 
cus,  near  Neighbors  in  the  County.     By  E  H    M 
A.,  New  London,  "  1749."  12  mo.  pp.  74. 
_  Frothingham  contends  that  Civil  and  Eccle- 
siastical   authority   have,    each,   their  distinct 
spheres,  and  need  not  clash.     The  Civil  power 
has    no    right   to  tax  for  the    support  of  the 
Church.  "That  religion  that  hath  not  authoritv 
and  power  enough  within  itself  to  influence 
its  professers  to   support  the  same,  without 
Bargains,  Taxes,  or  Rates,  and  the  Civil  Pow- 
er, and  Prisons,  &c.  is  a  false  Religion."  "  Now, 

•  Pertinent  to  such  experience,  Dr.  Bacon  says:  "The 
parishes  being  established  by  law,  and  minorities,  however 
((d.ssatisfled  or  indignant,  having  uo  right  of  secession  ex- 
cept  by  attaching  themselves  to  some  other  denomination 
tbe  rights  and  feelings  of  minorities  were  sometimes  treat- 
ed,  both  by  parishes  and  by  ordaining  Councils,  with  con- 
tempt. "— Baodx's  Historical  Discourses,  204. 


"  if  the  Religion  generally  professed  and  prac- 
"  ticed  in  this  land,  be  the  Religion  of  Jesus 
"  Christ,  why  do  they  strain  away  the  Goods  of 
"  the  Professors  of  it,  and  waste  their  substan- 
"  ced  to  support  it  ?  which  has  frequently  been 
"  done.  And  which  is  worse,  why  do  they  take 
"  their  Neighbors  (that  don't  worship  with 
"  them,  but  have  solemly  covenanted  to  wor- 
"  ship  God  in  another  place)  by  the  Throat,  and 
"  cast  them  into  Prison  ?  or  else  for  a  Rate  of 
"  Twenty  Shillings,  Three  or  Six  Pounds,  send 
"  away  Ten,  Twenty,  or  Thirty  Pounds  worth  of 
"  Goods,  and  set  them  up  at  Vendue ;  where 
"  they  will  generally  assemble  the  poor,  miser- 
"  able  Drunkard,  and  the  awful  foul-mouthed 
"  Swearer,  and  the  bold,  covetous,  Blasphemous 
"  Scoffer  at  things  Sacred  and  Divine,  and  the 
"  Scum  of  Society  for  the  most  part  will  be  to- 
"  gether,  to  count  and  make  their  Games  about 
"  the  Goods  upon  Sale,  and  at  the  Owners  of 
"  them  too,  and  at  the  Holy  Religion  that  the 
"Owners  thereof  profess ;  and  at  such  Vendues, 
"there  are  rarely  any  solid,  thinking  men  to  be 
"found  there;  or  if  there  are  anysuch  present, 
"  they  do  not  care  to  act  in  that  oppressive  way 
"  of  supporting  the  Gospel.  Such  men  find. 
"  something  is  the  matter.  God's  Vicegerant  in 
"  their  Breasts,  tells  them  it  is  not  equal  to  make 
"  such  Havock  of  men's  Estates,  to  support  a 
"  Worship  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  ;  yea, 
"  the  Consciences  of  these  persons  will  trouble 
"  them  so  that  they  had  rather  pay  twice  their 
"  part  of  the  Rates,  and  so  let  the  oppressed 
"  Party  go  free." 

Referring  to  the  fact  that  some  Societies  find 
it  difficult  to  procure  a  man  to  act  as  a  Col- 
lector of  the  Rates,  he  asks — "  If  it  be  such 
"  a  good  Cause,  and  no  good  Men  in  the  So- 
"  ciety,  to  undertake  that  good  Work,  surely 
"then  such  a  Society  is  awfully  declined,  if  that 
"is  the  case."  He  quotes  the  Suttler  of  the 
Dialogue  as  saying — "  We  have  good  Reason  to 
"  believe,  that  if  this  Hedge  of  human  Laws, 
"  and  Enclosure  of  Order  round  the  Church, 
"  were  wholly  broken  down,  and  taken  away, 
"  there  would  not  be  ('tis  probable)  one  regular 
"  visible  Church  left  subsisting  in  this  land, 
"  fifty  years  hence,  or  at  most,  not  many."  To 
this,  Frothingham  replies,  that  if  by  "  visible 
"church,  here  spoken  of,"  be  meant  "Ante- 
"  Christ's  Church,  we  should  be  apt  to  believe 
"  it,"  for  it  needs  Civil  Power,  Rates,  and  Pris- 
ons to  support  it.  But  if  the  Gospel  Church, 
set  up  at  first  without  the  aid  of  the  civil  power 
could  continue  and  spread  ;  "  why  can't  it  sub- 
"  mit  without  the  civil  Power  now  as  well  as 
"then?"  "To  this  day,"  he  adds,  "the  true 
"  Church  of  Christ  is  in  Bondage,  by  usurping 
"Laws,  that  unrighteously  intrude  upon  her  ec- 
clesiastical Rights  and  civil  Enjoyments;  .  .  . 
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"  And  Wo  !  Wo  to  New  England  !  for  this  God- 
"  provoking  Evil,  which  is  too  much  indulged 
"  by  the  great  and  mighty  in  the  Land.  The 
"  cry  of  oppression  out  of  Zion  is  gone  up  into 
"the Ears  of  the  Lord  God  of  Sabbaoth." 

In  opposition  to  the  author  of  the  Dialogue, 
he  maintains  that  the  Gospel  favors  the  support 
of  the  Gospel  by  voluntary  contributions.  It 
knows  nothing  of  Civil  Taxes  for  its  support. 
"A  true  Catholic  Gospel  Spirit,  is  not  confined 
"  to  Parish  Lines  in  Supporting  the  Gospel  of 
"  Jesus  Christ."  "  There  is  no  instance  of  Paul's 
"  entering  into  any  civil  Contract  or  Bargain,  to 
"  get  his  Wages  or  Hire,  in  all  his  Epistles  ;  but 
"  we  have  frequent  accounts  of  his  receiving  of 
"  free  contributions." 

Frothingham's  positions  on  this  subject  were 
substantially  the  same  taken  by  Wightman  and 
his  Baptist  brethren  in  the  debate  with  Bulkley 
&c,  at  Lyme,  in  1727. 

In  1756,  John  Bolles,  a  Seventh-day  Baptist, 
the  founder  of  a  somewhat  illustrious  family, 
who  stood  up  manfully  to  the  last  for  Religious 
freedom,  came  out  with  his  volume,  entitled, 
To  warship  God  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,  &c ., 
is  to  worship  him  in  true  Liberty  of  Con- 
science. He  inserted  in  it  the  reply  of  Jacob 
Johnson,  the  Pastor  of  the  Second  Church  in 
Groton  (Ledyard)  where  he  had  succeeded  An- 
drew Croswell  in  1749,  and  also  his  own  answer 
to  Johnson.  Meanwhile,  Frothingham's  book 
was  provoking  public  notice.  According  to 
his  own  description,  this  is  not  surprising,  since 
the  "  scope  and  burden  of  it  were  to  shew  .  .  . 
"  both  from  scriptures  and  reason  that  the  stand- 
ing ministers  and  churches  in  this  Colony  are 
"  not  practising  in  the  rule  of  God's  word." 
It  challenged  the  strictures  of  Moses  Bartlet, 
Pastor  of  the  Church  of  what  is  now  Portland, 
just  across  the  river  from  Middletown — where 
Frothingham  was  Pastor;  and  if  Bishop  Laving- 
ton  had  needed  to  repair  his  taste  for  zealots 
and  enthusiasts,  he  might  have  found  a  new 
strand  inBartlet's  Sermon  of  fifty-four  16mo.  pa- 
ges, on  False  and  Seducing  Teachers.  It  named 
the  offender,  Ebenezer  Frothingham ;  and  it 
concentrated  upon  him  about  as  much  odium 
as  decent  language  is  capable  of  conveying. 
The  main  offense  committed  was  undoubtedly 
not  in  any  religious  doctrines  taught  by  Froth- 
ingham, although  these  were  not  overlooked ; 
but  in  the  fact  which  he  confessed  and  avowed, 
that  "  Elden  Pain  and  myself,  in  our  books 
"  published,  have  labored  to  prove,  and  I  think 
"  made  it  evident  that  the  religious  Constitu- 
"  tion  of  this  Colony  is  not  founded  upon  the 
"  Scriptures  of  truth,  but  upon  men's  inven- 
"  tions." 

Ten  years  passed  away,  and  Moses  Bartlet 
died,  before  any  answer  appeared  from  Froth- 


ingham. Meanwhile,  Robert  Ross  of  Stratfield 
(1753—1795  ?)  published  his  Plain  Address  to 
the  Quakers,  Moravians,  Separates,  Sepmrate- 
Baptists,  Rogereens,  and  other  Enthusiasts,  on 
immediate  Impulses,  and  Revelation  &c,  in 
which  he  ranked  Frothingham  with  Enthusiasts 
and  Deists,  and  rebuked  his  conceit  in  "  tramp- 
"  ling  on  all  Churches  and  their  Determinations, 
"  but  his  own,  with  the  greatest  disdain."  Noah 
Hobart  of  Fairfield,  and  Governor  Fitch  also 
published  their  Pamphlets  onthe  interpretation 
to  be  given  to  the  Saybrook  Platform;  and  in 
1767,  Frothingham  reviewing  them  all,  as  well 
as  the  production  of  his  friend  Bowles, — which 
he  did  not  fully  approve — came  forward  with 
his  work  entitled  UA  Key,  to  unlock  the  Door, 
that  leads  in,  to  take  a  fair  view  of  the  Re- 
ligions Constitution,  Established  by  Law  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  In  this  16mo.  of  less  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  he  shows  that  he 
understood,  as  well  at  least  as  any  of  his  antag- 
onists, the  meaning  of  religious  liberty.  His 
arguments  ace  better.than  his  grammar  and  his 
doctrines  more  orthodox  than  his  spelling.  He 
was  qualified  moreover  to  speak  from  his  own  ex- 
perience. "  I  myself,"  he  says,  "  have  been  confin- 
"  ed  in  Hartford  prison  near  five  months,  for 
"  nothing  but  exhorting  and  warning  the  people, 
"  after  the  public  worship  was  done,  and  the  as- 
"  sembly  dismissed.  And  while  I  was  there  con- 
"  fined,  three  more  persons  was  sent  to  prison ; 
"  one  for  exhorting,  and  two  for  worshiping 
"  God,  in  a  private  house,  in  a  separate  meeting. 
"  And  quick  after  I  was  released,  by  the  laws 
"  being  answered  by  natural  relations  unbe- 
"  known  to  me,  then  two  brethren  more  was 
"  committed  for  exhorting  and  preaching,  and 
"  several  others  afterward,  for  attending  the 
"  same  duties ;  and  I  myself  twice  more  was 
"  sent  to  prison  for  the  minister's  rates." 

These  facts  he  thinks  "  may  show  the  reader, 
"that  unless  we  become  all  spirit,  and  take 
"  wing  up  in  the  air,  to  attend  social  worship 
"  where  gross  constables,  grand  jurors,  courts 
"  and  prisons  cannot  come,  we  cannot  escape 
"  this  Constitution  Power." 

As  to  the  "  Constitution  Plan  "  he  says,  that 
it  "  gives  the  General  Assembly,  (which  is.  and 
"  always  should  so  remain,  a  civil  body,  to 
"  transact  in  civil  and  moral  things)  power  to 
"  constitute  or  make  a  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical 
"  body.  This,  I  think,  is  against,  and  contrary 
"  to  the  law  of  Nature,  for  any  species  of  be- 
"  ings,  rational  or  not,  to  produce,  bring  forth 
"  and  make  that  which  is  contrary  to  its  own 
"  being  or  nature.  Indeed,  civil  bodies  may 
"  make,  and  constitute  civil  bodies,  but  not  re- 
"  ligious  or  spiritual  bodies,  for  that  must  be 
"  above  their  nature  or  power.  But  to  come  to 
"  something  more  weighty,  Jesus  Christ  claims 
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"the  sole  right  of  making  and  constituting 
"  churches  or  ecclesiastical  bodies.  See  Psalm, 
"127:  1.  "  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house, 
"they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it."  Psalm  102: 
"16.  "  "When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion." 
«  — Mind,  reader,  the  Scripture  does  not  say, 
"  When  general  assemblies,  nor  Kings,  nor  par- 
"  liaments,  makes  religious  societies  or  churches: 
"  No,  no ;  for  they  cannot  convert  one  soul,  nor 
"  make  no  man  religious ;  they  may  make  mul- 
"  titudes  of  abominable  hypocrites,  which  the 
"  Lord  abhors ;  but  not  one  meet  person  for  the 
"  church  of  Christ." 

He  cites  from  the  Colony  Law  Book,  page  165 
"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  &c. 
"That  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  or  society, 
"or  parish,  constituted  by  this  Assembly,  who 
"  are,  or  shall  be  present  at  a  town  or  society 
"  meeting  legally  warned,  shall  have  power,  by 
"  the  major  vote  of  those  so  met,  to  call  and 
"  settle  a  minister  or  ministers  among  them,  and 
"  to  provide  for  his  or  their  support  and  main- 
"  tenance,  provided  that  no  persons  be  allowed  to 
"  vote  in  any  such  affairs,  unless  such  person  or 
"persons  have  a  freehold  in  the  same  town  or 
"  society,  rated  at  fifty  shillings,  or  forty  pounds 
"  estate  in  the  common  list;  or  are  persons  of 
1 '  full  age,  and  in  full  communion  with  a 
"church,  in  the  said  town  or  society." 

On  this  he  remarks  that  it  "supposes  no  per- 
"  sons  have  a  right  to  fomi  themselves  into  a  re- 
ligious society,  without  their  (the  Assembly's) 
"leave.  No,  if  King  George  the  Third,  our 
"rightful  Sovereign  (in  the  civil  kingdom)  should 
"upon  any  occasion,  come  into  the  bounds  of 
"  Connecticut,  he  has  no  liberty  to  worship  God, 
"  according  to  his  conscience,  unless  this  consti- 
"  tution  Head  sees  fit,  in  their  great  clemency,  to 
"indulge  his  Majesty  with  liberty,  &c.  For  the 
"  truth  of  this  assertion,  I  appeal  to  the  C.  L.  B. 
"p.  169,  where  the  Church  of  England  profes- 
"sors  came  courtesying  and  bowing  to,  and 
"  confederating  with,  this  Constitution ;  to  the 
"discovering  their  great  weakness  and  folly, 
"when  the  word  of  God,  and  the  religious  con- 
"  stitution  of  the  nation  is  on  their  side."  But  he 
is  not  content  with  exhibiting  the  bearing  of  this 
"  Constitution  Plan"  on  the  King  of  England. 
For  "if  Jesus  Christ  was  to  come  personally  into 
"Connecticut,  with  all  his  disciples,  he  could 
''not  gather  and  settle  a  church,  unless  he  would 
"crouch,  and  come  down  to  this  Constitution 
"plan;  or  that,  in  its  clemency,  would  allow 
"Jesus  Christ,  and  his  disciples,  liberty  of  con- 
" science.  If  my  reader  will  put  on  patience, 
"  and  read  with  meekness,  I  trust  you  will  find 
"this  figure  made  out,  from  the  Constitution 
"  Plan,  comparing  one  part  with  auother,  to  take 
"  the  true  intent  of  it;  for  it  is  plain,  I  think, 
"to  any    person    that  does    not  shut   his  eyes 


"agaiust  the  light ;  that  this  plan  challenges  the 
"sole  right  of  making  religious  societies  and  the 
"government  of  conscience.  Yea,  I  think  that 
"  it  assumes  the  prerogative  that  belongs  to  the 
"  Son  of  God  alone.  And  how  will  that  pass  in 
"  the  court  of  Heaven,  judge  ye,  for  see  C.  L. 
"B.  page  139.  Nor  shall  any  person  neglect 
"the  public  worship  of  God,  in  some  lawful 
"  congregation,  and  form  themselves  into  separate 
"compauies,  in  private  houses,  on  penalty  of  ten 
"shillings  for  every  sueh  offence,  each  person 
"shall  be  guilty  of.  Here,  reader,  you  may  see 
"  a  flat  contradiction,  in  those  that  hold  to  this 
"plan,  and  yet  pretend  to  hold  liberty  of  con- 
' '  science ;  when,  as  the  case  may  be  and  has 
"been,  there  is  no  gap  for  one  breath  of  gospel 
"liberty.  For  if  we  exercise  our  gifts  and  graces 
' '  in  the  lawful  assemblies,  we  are  had  up,  and 
"  carried  to  prison,  for  making  disturbance  on 
"the  Sabbath." 

The  Anti-christian  character  of  Connecticut 
legislation  is  exhibited  in  a  somewhat  pointed 
way.  "Christ  saith  as  in  John  4.  21  to  24.  But 
' '  the  hour  cometh  and  now  is,  when  the  true 
' '  worshippers  shall  worship  the  Father  in  Spirit 
"and in  truth,  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to 
"worship  him.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that 
"  worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
"truth.  Thus  saith  the  Son  of  God;  but  the 
"plan  virtually  saith  ;  ' Not  so  Lord — we  do  not 
' '  like  your  opinion — it  tends  to  strike  up  all  our 
"  good  regular  churches  that  we  in  our  wisdom 
"have  made  and  established  by  law,  for  you 
"  give  liberty  of  conscience,  and  allow  every  one 
"  to  judge  for  himself,  which  worship  is  spirit- 
"  ual,  and  which  is  not,  and  that  opens  a  door  for 
"  separation  from  our  churches  that  we  have 
"made,  and  so  crumble  us  to  pieces.  Also,  to 
"  despise  the  good  ministers  that  we  have  made 
"  for  the  people,  and  opens  a  gap  for  them  that 
"thinks  they  are  converted,  and  gifted,  and 
"called  of  God  to  improve  their  gifts,  to  set 
"  themselves  up  as  public  teachers  ;  and  such  an 
"  Allowance  tends  to  make  Divisions  and  Sub- 
divisions, and  there  will  be  no  end  if  this 
"liberty  of  conscience  is  granted.  Therefore, 
"Lord,  it  shall  not  be  so — we  do  not  like  your 
"  spiritual  scheme  of  worship — it  tends  to  wild 
"  disorder  and  enthusiasm.  You  say  we  sha'nt 
"worship  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  in  Jerusalem 
" — but  we  say  we  will — and  draw  the  lines  pre- 
cisely, for  every  ecclesiastical  body- — and  the 
"  committee  that  the  county  court  appoints,  shall 
"fix  the  very  spot  for  worship,  and  all  people 
"  within  the  compass  of  those  lines,  shall  worship 
"  in  that  very  spot,  spiritual  or  not — a  converted. 
' '  minister  or  not  converted  for  a  teacher — and 
' '  we  have  decreed  in  our  wisdom  (let  Christ  say 
"  what  he  will  in  the  Scriptures  about  spiritual 
"  worship)  that  if  any  person  neglect  the  public 
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"worship  where  we  fixed  the  spot,  and  meet  in 
"  private  houses,  he  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  ten 
"shillings,  and  be  committed  to  prison  till  paid." 

Again  he  presents  the  contrast.  "The  Scrip- 
"tures  saith,  Zach.  4.  6-9.  Not  by  might  nor  by 
' '  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of 
"  Hosts — his  church  shall  be  built.  But  this  Re- 
"  ligious  Plan  saith  (in  its  own  nature)  not  so 
"  Lord — for  our  churches  will  crumble  to  pieces, 
"if  they  are  not  upheld  by  the  civil  power  :  the 
"  civil  power  made  then,  and  they  must  uphold 
"them," 

Again  "  the  Scriptures  show  that  it  is  the  love 
"of  God,  true  love  to  him  in  the  heart,  that 
"  lays  the  foundation,  and  engages  a  person  to 
"keep  God's  commands.  1  John,  5,  2,  3,  2  Cor. 
"  5,  14.  But  this  plan  saith,  '  No,  not  so — there 
"  would  be  no  regard  paid  to  God's  commands, 
"if  it  was  not  for  our  religious  constitution." 
"  Again  God  forbids  that  men  should  be  forced 
"to  fear  him  by  the  precepts|of  men,  Isaiah,  29, 
"33.  But  this  plan  saith,  that  there  would  be 
"no  fear  of  God  in  the  land  if  it  was  not  for 
"  our  religious  laws,  and  wise  plan,  that  our 
"civil  rulers  have  established."  Mind,  read- 
er, Jesus  Christ,  in  the  power  of  his  word  and 
spirit  is  all  out  of  the  question  with  this  religious 
plan. 

Yet  further,  "Jesus  Christ  challenges  the  whole 
"right  of  Conscience,  that  a  man's  judgment 
' '  and  his  whole  all  be  wholly  subjected  to  him 
"  alone.  Ifom.  14,  4,  "  Who  art  thou  that  judg- 
"  est  another  man's  Servant?  To  his  own  master 
"he  standeth  or  falleth."  But  this  Plan  saith, 
' '  Not  so,  Lord — if  we  have  not  the  Government 
4 '  of  Conscience,  our  good  Order,  good  Ministers 
"  and  Churches  will  all  be  dashed  to  pieces — the 
f '  Indulgence  we,  in  our  Clemency,  have  already 
"granted  has  given  us  a  dreadful  Shock — and  if 
"we  resign  up  Conscience  to  your  Government  it 
' '  will  be  all  up  with  us  as  to  our  Religion  and 
"good  Order.  Now  the  Language  that  this 
"Plan  hath,  in  its  own  nature,  is  shocking  ;  but 
"  it  further  saith,  in  all  the  ecclesiastical  Laws, 
"  That  let  Christ  and  Conscience  say  what  they 
1 '  will,  we  will  be  obeyed,  or  the  Penalties  we 
"have  annexed  to  Disobedience  shall  be  put  into 
"Execution,  &c." 

Frothingham  cites  the  case  of  Canterbury 
Church,  where  the  Society  "with  their  money 
"qualifications,"  defeated  the  desire  of  the 
Church,  and  settled  a  minister  to  their  own  lik- 
ing. He  says,  "I  ask  in  Meekness,  who  shall 
"  answer  at  the  bar  of  God,  for  all  the  abomin- 
' '  able  Oppression  and  Persecution  done  to  this 
"  Church  for  fifteen  years  together,  notwithstand- 
"ing  all  their  voting:  not  only  pushing  them 
"out  of  the  meeting-house,  that  was  built  for 
"them,  in  that  Principle  and  Profession  to  wor- 
1 1  ship  God  in,  and  robbing  them  of  their  property 


"  in  it,  but  additional  thereto,  straining  away  their 
"substance,  Horses  and  Oxen,  stripping  them 
"  out  of  their  Teams,  in  the  midst  of  Business; 
"  seizing  Cows,  Sheep,  and  poor  people's  meat 
"  out  of  their  Tubs,  and  other  utensils,  exceed- 
"  ingly  wanted  in  their  families  ?  And  what  is 
"  still  beyond,  seizing  and  imprisoning  the  Bodies 
"of  this  Flock  of  Christ,  whilst  their  poor 
"  Families  are  left  to  shift  as  they  can." 

He  supposes  anew  Church,  such  a  one  as  might 
be  formed  at  Canterbury,  after  the  old  Church 
had  seceded,  with  perhaps  not  a  single  hoi)'  man 
in  it,  or  one  walking  by  the  Gospel  rule,  and  yet 
sustained  by  the  major  part  of  the  Society,  choos- 
ing a  man  for  minister,  contrary  to  the  minds  of 
the  first  or  old  Church,  and  voting  away  their 
estates  to  support  him.  In  this  case  money  would 
be  "  the  sole  cause  of  stripping  this  first  formed 
"Church  of  all  her  sacred  rights  and  privileges," 
for  it  "falls  below  the  title  of  being  lawful,  and 
"becomes  unlawful,  when  they  have  not  altered 
"neither  in  Principle  or  Practice,  and  are  not 
' '  only  obliged  to  have  their  Estates  hailed  away, 
"to  support  a  Man  and  Worship  which  they 
"know  to  be  contrary  to  God's  Word — but  which 
"is  more  shocking,  to  be  compelled  to  attend 
"  that  Worship  themselves,  or  suffer  the  Penalty 
"for  their  Non-attendance.  Now  if  this  is  not 
"  to  commit  a  Rape  upon  Christ's  chaste  Spouse 
' '  which  he  has  bought  with  his  precious  Blood, 
"  I  know  not  what  is.  Surety  the  Lord  Jesus 
"  will,  ere  long,  revenge  such  Injury  done  to  his 
' '  dear  Bride,  in  dreadful  things  in  Righteous- 
"  ness,  and  meet  such  his  enemies  in  Robes  chest 
"in  Vengeance."  In  1767,  wrhen  Frothingham 
was  preparing  to  publish  his  Key,  &c,  the  Sep- 
arates in  Connecticut  far  outnumbered  the  Bap- 
tists, the1  latter  claiming  but  eight  or  twelve 
Churches,  and  most  of  them  feeble.  But  the  voice 
of  remonstrance  was  uttered  by  one  of  them,  in 
chorus  with  Frothingham.  Joseph  Brown,  (pro- 
bably of  Montville,  where  a  feeble  congregation 
was  gathered  in  1750)  published  at  New  London 
in  1767,  a  Letter  to  the  Infant  Baptisers  of  Worth 
Parish  in  New  Londan,  at  the  close  of  which  he 
inserts  the  following  plea: 

"  Now  suffer  me  to  say  something  respecting 
"  the  unreasonableness  of  compelling  the  people 
"  of  our  persuasion  to  hear  or  support  the  minis- 
"  ter  of  another.  Can  a  person  who  has  been 
"  redeemed,  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  hire  a  minister 
"  to  preach  up  a  doctrine  which  in  his  heart  he 
"  believes  to  be  directly  contrary  to  the  institution 
"  of  his  redeemer  ?  How  if  one  of  you  should 
"  happen  to  be  in  company  with  a  number  of  Ro- 
"  man  Catholicks,  who  should  tell  you  that  if  you 
"  would  not  hire  a  minister  to  preach  up  transub- 
"  etantiation,  and  the  worshiping  of  images  to 
"  your  children  and  to  an  unlearned  people,  they 
"would  cut  off  your  head;  would  you  do  it? 
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"  Can  you  any  better  submit  to  hire  a  minister  to 
1 '  preach  up  a  doctrine  which  you  in  your  heart 
"  believe  directly  contrary  to  the  institution  of 
"  Christ  ?     I  do  not  doubt  but  that  many  of  you, 
"and  do  not  know  but  that  all  of  you  know 
"what  it  is  to  experience  redeeming  love:  and 
"if  so,  how  can  you  take  a  person  of  another 
"  persuasion,  and  put  him  in  gaol  for  a  trifling 
"sum,  destroy  his  estate  and  ruin  his  family  (as 
"  you   signify  the  law  will  bear  you  out)  and 
"  when  he  is  careful  to  support  the  religion  which 
"he  in  his  conscience  looks  upon  to  be  right, 
1 '  who  honestly  teils  you  it  is  wronging  his  con- 
science to  pay  to  your  minister,  and  that  he 
"  may  not  do  it  though  he  suffer  ?     Mat.  18,  33. 
"Should  you  not  have  had  compassion  on  thy 
•'  fellow  servant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee?   How 
"  doth  it  seem  to  a  people  of  another  persuasion, 
"  to  have  you  say,  hire  me  a  minister  to  preach 
"up  my  doctrines  to  myself  and  my  children 
"  and  to  all  the  people.     What,    hire  a  minister 
' '  to  preach  up  a  doctrine  directly  against  our 
"opinions!  May  we  not  as  well  do  it  ourselves, 
"and  that  would  be  lying  to  us,   and  knowing- 
"ly  contradicting  our  Saviour.     Do  you  grudge 
"  to  support  your  own  minister,  so  far  as  he  is 
' '  faithful  in  what  you  say  is  your  Saviour's  re- 
"  ligion  ?     Mat.  10,  8.     Freely  ye  have  received, 
"freely  give.     What  if  a  number  of  children, 
"  on  the  request  of  a  father,  should  say  one  to 
"another,  do  you    do   it;  and  do  you     do    it; 
"  and  I  wish  brother  you  would  do  it  ?     Is  it  not 
"shame — Are  we  sharers  in  redemption,  and  do 
'•we  grudge  to  support  religion  ?  No:  let  us  seek 
"for  the  truth  of  the  gospel.     If  we  can't  think 
"alike,  let  us  not  be  cruel  one  to  another,  but 
"  remember  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  Mat.  18, 
"  33,  and  25,  40.     Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
' '  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,   ye 
"  have  done  it  unto  me. — And  for  a  conclusion — 
"  If  any,  or  all  of   you,   are  offended  at  these 
"things  I  intreat  you  to  forbear.     O!  come  let 
'  •  us  strive  to  pattern  after  our  Saviour,  honestly 
"  meaning  to  enlighten  each  other:  He,  when  he 
"was  reviled,  buffeted,  spit  on,   being  nailed  to 
' '  the    cross,    and  mocked,    cried,    '  FA  THER 
"'FORGIVE:'1 

Along  with  Frothingham,  Israel  Holly  of  Suf- 
field,  also  a  Separatist,  may  be  classed  as  abjur- 
ing the  policy  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
establishment.  About  the  year  1756,  he  pub- 
lished a  small  treatise  in  defense  of  the  principles 
of  the  Separates,  which  he  entitled  A  Word  on 
Zion's  Behalf.  In  this  he  quotes  freely  from 
Dr.  Watts,  and  from  A  Seasonable  Plea  for 
Liberty  of  Conscience,  published  a  few  years 
before.  He  emphatically  denies  the  right  of  the 
State  to  impose  a  faith  or  form  of  worship.  After 
arguing  the  question  at  length,  he  concludes  thus: 
"  Therefore  let  no  man,  orders  of  man,   Civil  or 


"  Ecclesiastical  Rulers,  majority,  or  any  whoever 
"  pretend  they  have  a  right  to  enjoyn  upon  me 
"  what  I  shall  believe  and  practice  in  matters  of 
' '  Religion,  and  I  bound  to  subject  to  their  In- 
junctions, unless  they  can  convince  me,  that,  in 
' '  case  there  should  hapj)en  to  be  a  mistake,  that 
"they  will  suffer  the  consequence,  and  not  I; 
' '  that  they  will  bear  the  wrath  of  God,  and  suffer 
"^Damnation,  in  my  room  and  stead.  But  if 
"they  can't  do  this,  don't  let  them  pretend  to  a 
"right  to  determine  for  me  what  religion  I  shall 
"have.  For  if  I  must  stand  or  fall  for  myself 
'•  then,  pray  let  me  judge,  and  act,  and  choose 
"  (in  matters  of  Religion)  for  myself  now.  Yea, 
"when  I  view  these  things  in  the  Light  of  the 
' '  Day  of  Judgment  approaching,  I  am  ready  to 
"cry  out,  Hands  off!  Hands  off !!  Let  none  pre- 
"tend  a  Right  to  my  subjection  in  matters  of 
"Religion,  but  my  Judge  only;  or,  if  any  do 
' '  require  it,  God  strengthen  me  to  refuse  to  grant 
"it."     (p.  14,  15.) 

The  man  who  could  write  in  this  strain,  was 
not  a  man  to  be  silenced  by  authority.  His  nu- 
merous pamphlets  on  a  diversity  of  subjects  are 
unusually  racy,  and  Hopkinsian  extravagance  of 
doctrine,  and  religious  intolerance  appear  to  him 
almost  equally  odious.  We  shall  soon  hear  from 
him  again. 

In  Bragg's  Church  Discipline  re-published 
at  New  London  in  the  year  1768,  we  have,, 
along  with  a  vigorous  defence  of  strict  New 
Testament  Congregationalism,  a  vindication  of 
the  independence  of  the  Church  in  relation  to  the 
State — not  inappropriate  to  the  times.  The 
writer  says — "The  Charter  of  this  house  exempts 
"all  its  inhabitants  from  the  doctrines  of  men  in 
"matters  of  faith;  man  can  no  more  make  a  creed 
"for  this  house,  than  he  may  prescribe  laws  to  the 
"  sun,  moon  and  stars,  neither  is  he  able.  They 
' '  who  cannot  devise  a  new  sort  of  flies  or  worms^ 
"are  very  unfit  to  make  a  new  Gospel." 

"The  charter  of  this  house  exempts  all  its  in- 
habitants from  man's  commands  in  the  worship 
"  of  God.  Man  can  no  more  prescribe  how  God. 
1 '  shall  be  worshipped,  under  the  new  testament 
"than  he  could  under  the  old.  He  alone  who  is 
"in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  hath  declared  this. 
"To  worship  God  according  to  the  will  and 
' '  pleasure  of  men,  is,  in  a  sense  to  attempt  to  de- 
"  throne  him  :  for  it  is  not  only  to  place  man's 
"will  on  a  level  with  God's,  but  above  it:  All 
"such  worship  is  wicked  as  well  as  vain,  andbor- 
' '  ders  upon  idolatry  itself. " 

' '  The  Charter  of  this  house  exempts  all  its  in- 
"  habitants  from  man's  injunctions  and  severi- 
"  ties  in  matters  of  discipline.  No  prince  may 
' '  bring  his  star-chamber  nor  the  court  of  inquisi- 
tion into  this  house,  which  is  a  house  of  christ- 
"ian  liberty,  not  of  Egyptian  bondage.  Rome's- 
"cruel  task-masters,  who  many  degrees  have  out- 
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"  done  those  of  Egypt,  have  no  room  nor  power 
"  in  this  house  ;  the  rattling  of  chairs,  'and  noise 
"  of  whips  no  way  agree  with  the  still  and 
"  sweet  voice  of  Mount  Zion. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary period  the  complaint  of  religious 
intolerance  would  no  longer  be  heard.  The 
cause  in  which  the  enthusiasm  and  energies  of 
the  people  were  enlisted,  was  professedly  that 
of  religious  as  well  as  civil  liberty.  Chauncy 
■of  Boston,  in  his  controversy  with  Chandler, 
had  professed  himself  opposed  to  all  ecclesias- 
tical establishments,  and  yet  even  he,  before 
the  culmination  of  the  struggle,  ascribed  our 
defeats  in  part  at  least  to  the  neglect  of  giving 
an  adequate  (civil)  support  to  the  ministry.  It 
is  not  strange  that  men  of  less  sagacity  should 
have  been  unconscious  of  their  inconsistency 
in  denying  to  others  the  liberty  which,  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives,  they  were  vindicating  for 
themselves. 

That  the  adherents  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
should  have  been  silent  was  only  what  might 
have  been  anticipated.  We  may  abate  very 
largely  from  the  party  asperities  and  harsh 
treatment,  to  which  Peters,  in  his  veracious  his- 
tory, claims  that  they  were  subjected,  and  yet 
allow  them  to  sustain  such  social  and  civil  re- 
lations to  the  community  around  them  as  to 
make  a  peaceable  submission  and  a  studious 
•quiet  their  wisest  policy.  From  them — where 
the  patriotic  cause  was  triumphant — nothing 
would  be  heard,  and  where  it  was  overborne, 
they  exulted  in  turn,  and  had  everything  their 
■own  way. 

The  Baptists  were  still  very  few  in  number, 
or  rather  they  were  very  largely  embraced — in 
an  undeveloped  state— in  the  Separate  Churches. 
These  latter  Churches  had  increased  in  number, 
till,  in  Connecticut  alone,  they  numbered  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty.  So  far  as  the  patriotic 
■cause  was  concerned,  they  were  not  less  zealous 
than  the  friends  of  the  standing  order.  Israel 
Holly  of  Suffield,  already  mentioned  as  the  au- 
thor of  A  Plea,  &c, — the  Pastor  there  of  a 
Separate  Church — had  preached  and  printed  a 
Sermon  on  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Tea  in  Boston  Harbor.  He  had  moreover 
taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  theological 
discussions  of  the  day.  With  Beckwith  of 
Lyme,  he  had  discussed  lay-ordination — a  fun- 
damental principle  with  the  Separates — in 
successive  pamphlets  ;  with  Bartholomew  of 
Harwinter  he  had  disputed  in  opposition  to 
the  half-way  Covenant,  taking  up  and  defend- 
ing the  position  of  Edwards.  From  the  new 
Divinity  of  Hopkinsianism  he  turned  away 
with  disgust,  and  signalized  his  aversion  by  a 
large  pamphlet  entitled  Old  Divinity  Prefer- 
able to  Modern  Novelties.     After  Frothinghani, 

Hist.  Mao.     Vol.  iv.       2 


no  one  spoke  out  more  plainly  or  boldly  against 
the  ecclesiastical  intolerance  of  the  Colony ; 
and  to  his  lot  it  fell  to  defend  a  Memorial 
which  in  the  very  midst  of  the  War  (1778)  was 
addressed  in  the  name  of  the  Separate  Churches 
to  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

This  task  was  performed  in  An  Appeal 
to  the  Impartial.  The  Censured  Memorial 
"  made  Public,  that  it  may  speak  for  itself.  To 
"  which  is  added  a  few  Brief  Remarks  upon  a 
"  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
"  of  Connecticut,  entitled  an  Act  for  Exempting 
"  these  Persons  in  this  State  Commonly  styled 
"  Separates,  from  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  the 
"  Established  Ministry,  &c." 

This  12mo  pamphlet  of  twenty-four  pages 
was  prepared  in  the  fall  of  1777,  and  appeared 
from  the  press  early  the  next  year.  It  contains 
the  "  Memorial,"  with  Holly's  Remarks  upon  it. 
He  prefaces  the  document  by  an  address  to  the 
Candid  and  Impartial  Leader,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  takes  occasion  to  say  that  by  the  laws 
designed  to  uphold,  maintain  and  defend  "  what 
"  is  generally  called  the  Ecclesiastical  Consti- 
"  tution  of  Connecticut,"  "  honest  and  Consci- 
"  entious  Dissenters  from  the  Constitution  have 
"  been  compelled  to  maintain  the  worship  they 
"  dissented  from,  for  more  than  one  seven  years 
"  after  another  since  my  observation,  in  the 
"  town  where  I  live,  and  much  longer  in  this 
"  and  many  other  towns  in  the  State,  which  is 
"  so  evident  that  none  pretend  to  deny  it,  and 
"  till  of  late,  none  pretended  to  justify  it." 

As  to  the  Law  to  exempt  the  Separates,  &c, 
he  admits  that  some  wearied  out  by  oppression 
had  taken  advantage  of  it,  and  had  been  Con- 
stituted distinct  Ecclesiastical  Societies  by 
themselves,  with  certain  provisions  and  limita- 
tions "  that  it  was  truly  mean  to  accept  of." 
This  however  was  no  proper  toleration  for  in- 
dividuals dissenting,  while  there  were  "  Dissen- 
"  ting  Churches  and  Congregations  in  this 
"  State,  which  have  been  long  oppressed  on  this 
"  wise,  and  yet  cannot  in  point  of  Conscience 
"  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  made 
"  an  Ecclesiastical  Society  with  the  privileges 
"  of  the  Constitution  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this 
"  burden ;  because  they  look  upon  the  Consti- 
"  tution  to  be  wrong  in  its  own  nature,  and  the 
"  laws  oppressive  by  which  it  is  maintained  and 
"  upheld,  and  therefore  wrong  for  them  to  in- 
"  corporate  with  it.  We  look  upon  the  Eccle- 
"  siastical  Constitution  of  Connecticut  to  be 
"  wrong  in  its  own  nature,  because  it  is  a  com- 
"  pound  of  Church  and  State.  Such  a  blending 
"  of  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Society  together 
"  that  we  have  not  the  least  warrant  for,  that 
"  we  can  find  in  the  New  Testament,  under 
"  which  dispensation  we  live." 

"  There  has  been  many  memorials  " — he  pro- 
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ceeds — "  for  more  than  thirty  years  past  sent  to 
"  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  to  have 
"  these  laws  repealed  by  which  honest  Dissen- 
"  ters  have  been  oppressed,  or  some  official  pro- 
"  vision  made  some  other  way,  that  we  might 
"  have  just  relief,  but  all  in  vain.  However,  we 
"  thought  it  a  good  time  now,  in  such  a  day  as 
"this,  when  all  are  earnestly  contending  for 
"what  they  call  their  Rights  and  Privileges, 
"  for  us,  under  this  oppression,  to  make  one 
"  trial  more.  .  .  .  And  accordingly  eleven 
"  of  the  Dissenting  Churches  of  the  Congrega- 
"  tional  profession  in  this  State,  met  by  delega- 
tion at  Middletown,  May  13th  1777,  and 
"  unanimously  agreed  to  sign  and  send  the  fol- 
"  lowing  memorial  to  the  Hon.  General  Assem- 
"  bly,  then  sitting  in  Hartford.  But  we  have 
"  been  informed  that  the  Assembly  would  not 
"suffer  it  to  be  read  through  in  their  presence, 
"  and  stopt  the  reader  in  the  midst,  and  that 
"  some  of  the  Assembly  said  that  they  thought 
"  that  all  who  signed  it  ought  to  be  sent  for,  to 
"answer  for  it  before  the  Assembly.  And  it 
"  has  been  represented  in  different  parts  of  the 
"  State  to  be  something  of  a  very  criminal  na- 
"  ture  that  we  sent  to  the  Assembly.  ...  So 
"  that  upon  the  whole,  and  for  weighty  reasons, 
"  it  is  thought  proper  to  have  it  published,  that 
"  it  may  speak  for  itself." 

For  his  own  part  Holly  freely  owns  that  he 
was  one  that  signed  the  Memorial,  and  did  not 
then  see,  nor  has  he  seen  since,  any  occasion  to 
be  ashamed  of  it. 

He  then  gives  the  Memorial,  "word  for  word," 
inserting,  "for  explanation,"  "  a  few  original 
"  notes." 

TIES   MEMORIAL. 

"  To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the 
"  State  of  Connecticut,  now  sitting  at  Hartford 
"  in  said  State.  We  your  Honors'  Memorial- 
"  ists,  beg  leave  to  show  to  your  Honors,  that 
"  on  the  13th  day  of  this  instant  May,  a  num- 
"  ber  of  Congregational  Churches,  and  their 
"  adherents,  by  delegation,  met  at  Middletown, 
"  then  and  there  unanimously  agreed  to  present 
"  to  your  Honors  this  Memorial,  by  Eliakim 
"  Marshall,  Agent  for  said  Churches,  which 
"  humbly  sheweth :  That  your  Memorialists, 
"  with  a  number  of  others,  have  for  many  years 
"  past  suffered  greatly  by  means  of  oppressive 
"  laws,  and  now  in  force  in  this  State,  respect- 
"  ing  ecclesiastical  matters.  And  for  relief  in 
"  these  distressing  and  oppressive  circumstan- 
"ces,  many  Petitions  have  heretofore  been  pre- 
"  scnted  to  this  Honorable  Assembly,  some  of 
"which  have  been  rejected,  and  others  remain 
"  unheard :  And  we  are  still  suffering*  and 
"  liable  to  suffer  by  this  oppression. 

"  •  We  meant  here  to  express  the  case  just  as  it  was,  some 


"We  pray  your  Honours,  that  those  lawi 
"  may  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  by  which  this 
"  wicked  oppression  is  carried  on  and  the  op* 
"  pressors  flatter  themselves  that  they  do  no 
"  wrong,  because  they  have  law  for  what  they 
"  do,  or  in  one  word,  we  pray  that  the  liberty 
"  which  the  Bible  grants  may  take  place 
"  through  this  State,  that  all  may  be  allowed 
"  to  choose  their  own  religion,  and  having 
"  chosen  it,  may  be  allowed  to  support  it  in  the 
"  way  and  manner  that  they  think  is  most  agree- 
"  able  to  the  Gospel ;  and  then  let  none  be  al- 
"  lowed  to  compel  them  to  support  other  peo- 
"  pie's  religion.  And  to  move  your  Honours 
"  hereto  we  shall  suggest  a  few  considerations 
"  briefly,  by  way  of  motive. 

"  1.  We  believe  the  thing  is  just  and  equit- 
"  able  that  we  plead  for.  We  suppose  we  have 
"  an  unalienable  right  by  the  two  grand  Chart- 
"  ers,  of  law  and  scripture,  to  choose  our  re- 
ligion. This  being  granted,  it  must  be 
"  tyranny  and  oppression  in  those  who  compel 
"  us  to  support  any  other. 

"  2.  God  has  now  a  controversy  with  us  :  i» 
"  correcting  and  punishing  our  whole  land  by 
"  means  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  under  the 
"  colour  and  pretense  of  law,  which  doubtless. 
"  is  a  large  call  to  us  all,  in  every  station,  to  re- 
"  form,  and  break  off  all  our  own  oppression, 
"  But  when  oppression  is  carried  on  by  law, 
"  in  any  State,  it  then  becomes  an  incorporate 
"  evil,  which  is  very  heinous  in  the  sight  of 
"  God,  and  threatens  the  ruin  of  the  State, 
"  unreformed. 

"  3.  Our  fathers  fled  from  oppression,  and 
"  came  over  into  this  country  for  the  sake  of 
"  enjoying  liberty  in  religious  matters ;  and  it 
"looks  very  hard,  indeed,  that  we,  who  are 
"  well-known  to  adhere  to  their  principles,  are 
"  now  the  sufferers  by  this  oppression,  while 
"  other  denominations  [are]  exempted. 

"  of  us  suffering,  and  others  of  us  liable  to  suffer.  As  In 
"this  town  of  Suffield,  the  dissenting  Church  and  Congre* 
"  gation  have  been  yearly  taxed,  and  mostly  collected,  to 
"  support  the  established  worship,  to  my  knowledge,  ever 
"  since  I  have  been  ordained  here,  which  is  about  fourteen 
"  years.  And  even  the  present  year,fcollector8  have  threat- 
"  ened  our  brethren  to  carry  them  to  Hartford  prison  if  they 
•'  would  not  pay  it.  But  in  several  other  towns  in  this 
"  State,  the  constitutional  party  where  there  is  a  dissenting 
"  Church,  have  voluntarily,  without  the  law  to  oblige  them, 
"  took  the  charge  of  their  worship  upon  themselves :  Wo 
"  suppose  they  got  convinced  that  the  practice  was  wrong, 
"notwithstanding  they  had  the  law  to  bear  them  out  in  it, 
"  and  from  a  principle  of  justice  and  conscience  they  would 
"  not  take  money  any  longer  from  Dissenters  to  support 
"  their  worship:  at  least  from  a  spirit  of  common  manhood 
"  there  are  many  who  belong  to  the  constitutional  party 
'  that  even  scorn  to  do  it.  But  where  they  have  less  con- 
"  science,  and  more  of  the  spirit  of  tyranny,  thev  seem  de- 
"  termined  to  do  it  as  long  as  they  can  find  law  for  it.  And 
"even  those  of  our  brethren  where  the  people  of  the  Con- 
"  stitutional  party  have  not  gathered  these  taxes  of  them 
"  for  several  years,  yet  they  are  liable  to  suffer  on  this  wise 
"  again,  because  the  law  was  not  altered.  And  this  we  re- 
"  f erred  to  in  our  Memorial." 
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"  4.  We  apprehend  it  would  tend  much  to 
'  promote  peace  and  harmony  in  the  State,  in 
'  all  civil  matters,  and  union,  especially  in  the 
4  common  cause  of  America,  so  much  needed 
'in  the  present  day,  when  we  are  so  much 
'  weakened  by  Tories  and  Neuters,  and  have 
'  such  a  formidable  enemy  to  encounter.  Altho' 
'we  know  not  of  one  Tory  among  all  our 
'  Churches  or  adherents,  and  it  is  well-known 
'  that  those  of  our  denomination  have  exerted 
'  themselves  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  in  the 
'  present  struggle  with  Britain,  equal  to  any  in 
'  the  State.  But  yet  we  pray  your  Honours  to 
'  consider  whether  it  is  not  discouraging  to 
1  your  Memorialists,  when  they  are  held  under 
'  oppression  themselves.  For  a  fact  it  certainly 
!  is,  that  some  of  our  brethren  who  have  been, 
;  the  two  summers  past,  in  the  defence  of  their 
;  country  against  foreign  tyranny  and  oppres- 
;  sion,  have  been,  the  winter  past,  hardly  as- 
;  saulted  by  this  domestic  tyranny  and  oppres- 
;  sion  at  home.*  Collectors  have  threatened 
'  them  severely  to  commit  them  to  gaol  if  they 
'would  not  turn  out  estate  to  pay  a  rate  to 
'  support  a  worship  that  they  stood  in  no  con- 
;  nection  with,  nor  received  any  benefit  by. 

"  5.  The  tories  say,  and  have  told  some  of 
;  us,  that  our  rulers  are  not  true  friends  to  lib- 
•  erty  and  the  just  rights  of  mankind,  notwith- 
;  standing  all  their  pretences ;  but  would  act 
'the  part  of  tyrants  themselves,  if  in  their 
'  power ;  and,  for  proof  thereof,  they  refer  us 
'  to  this  as  an  instance,  viz.,  Their  oppressing 
'  the  Separates,  when  they  are  honest  dissent- 
'  ers,  and  in  refusing  to  break  off  their  oppres- 
'  sive  yoke,  even  now  when  there  is  such  a 
'  general  outcry  against  oppression.! 

"  6.  We  think  it  looks  very  mean  on  the  side 
1  of  the  oppressors,  as  acting  below  the  spirit 
'  of  Christianity,  or  even  common  humanity, 
'  for  one  congregation  or  worshiping  assembly, 
1  to  borrow  the  civil  sword  and  go  and  rob  an- 
'  other  worshiping  assembly  to  defray  their  re- 
'  ligious  charges ;  and  we  think  the  legislators 
'  of  the  State  have  no  right  in  such  cases  to 
'  lend  the  civil  sword  to  them. 

"  7.  If  this  Honorable  Assembly  turns  a  dea* 
'  ear  to  our  request,  and  will  grant  us  no  re 


"  *  I  would  not  go  out  of  the  townof  Suffield  to  find  a  fact 
of  this  nature,  and  proof  enough,  and  I  insert  it  here,  be- 
cause I  have  been  told  that  some  in  high  station  in  this 
State  have  said  that  they  really  thought  that  the  practice  of 
taking  rates  from  the  people  called  Separates  had  been 
wholly  laid  aside  through  this  State  for  some  years,  and  no- 
body injured  by  these  laws,  it  was  needless  for  the  Assem- 
bly to  do  anything  about  it  now,  when  there  were  so  much 
business  to  be  done." 

"  t  Doubtless  the  Tories  meant  by  this  argument  to  try  to 
influence  us  to  join  with  their  Tory  principles  and  practices 
and  to  strengthen  their  party.  But  we  think  it  is  a  pity 
that  they  ever  had  so  much  grounds  to  make  that  plea 
upon,  let  their  intentions  be  what  they  will.'' 


'  lief,  we  apprehend  they  will  unavoidably  fall 
"under  the  severe  reprimand  of  the  inspired 
"Apostle,  where  he  says,  wherein  thou  judg- 
"  est  another  thou  condemnest  thyself,  for  thou 
"  that  judgest  dost  the  same  things.  Judge 
"  and  condemn  tyranny  in  the  Court  of  Great 
"  Britain,  and  uphold  and  maintain  it  in  the 
"  Court  of  Connecticut.* 


"  'Perhaps  this  paragraph  may  have  given  more  disgus* 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Memorial,  as  being  looked  upon 
as  harsh  and  unmannerly.  But  if  the  impartial  reader  only 
considers  the  occasion  we  had,  and  the  call  in  Providence 
to  express  ourselves  warmly  and  boldly  on  the  subject,  we 
doubt  not  but  that  he  will  readily  own  that  it  is  not  only  a 
truth,  but  a  seasonable  truth. 

"  I  shall  here  mention  some  particulars  of  the  nature  of 
tyranny  and  oppression  carried  on  in  this  State,  and  in  the 
town  of  Suffleld  in  particular,  which  the  laws  of  the  State, 
relating  to  matters  ecclesiastical,  are  the  means  of  ;  as, 

"  1.  The  people  of  the  established  worship  in  this  town 
have  all  along  considered  the  dissenting  Church  and  con- 
gregation here  as  the  minor  part  of  their  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety, and  say  we  are  so  in  the  eye  of  Connecticut  laws,  be- 
cause we  live  within  the  limits  of  parish  lines,  and  hence 
for  the  privilege  of  living  here,  they  insist  upon  it  we  ought 
to  help  support  their  worship,  whether  we  can,  with  a  good 
conscience,  attend  upon  it  or  no.  Whereas,  in  truth  and 
reality,  as  well  as  in  the  nature  of  things,  we  are  no  part  of 
their  Ecclesiastical  Society,  but  an  whole,  distinct  Ecclesias- 
tical Society  by  ourselves,  although  we  may  be  the  minor 
part  in  civil  society  considered.  And  this  would  easily  be 
seen  by  any  man  of  common  sense,  were  they  not  blinded 
by  self-interest  and  these  laws,  which  uphold  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  which  have  confounded  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
society  together. 

"2.  And,  consequently,  they  of  the  established  worship 
(being  a  majority)  vote  and  take  away  our  money  to  main- 
tain their  worship,  that  is,  an  equal  proportion  with  those 
who  belong  to  it. 

"  3.  If  there  be  any  hazard  in  getting  a  vote  passed  in  the 
Society  to  raise  money  to  support  their  minister, there  being 
so  many  dissenters  who,  they  think,  won't  vote  money  out 
of  their  own  pockets  where  they  have  no  benefit,  and  so 
many  others  who  think  it  is  not  right  to  vote  away  the 
Separates'  money  in  this  manner — I  say,  when  there  is  any 
hazard  of  getting  a  vote  (to  be  sure  of  getttng  the  Separ- 
ates' money),  the  leading  men  in  the  Society  will  make  out 
the  rate  for  their  minister's  salary  without  a  previous  vote 
of  the  Society,  which  used  to  be  the  custom,  and  commonly 
called  law. 

"4.  And,  to  blind  matters.the  easier  to  gather  the  rates  of 
the  Separates,  they  will  put  the  minister's  rate  and  the 
town  rate  into  one,  that  when  The  Collector  comes  to  our 
people,  he  doesn't  know  anything  about  the  minister's 
rate  ;  he  has  got  such  a  rate-bill  against  them,  he  says,  and 
they  must  pay  it. 

"  5.  Or,  if  our  brethren  know  precisely  what  the  minister's 
rate  is,  and  tell  the  Collector  plainly,  as  some  of  them  have, 
many  a  time,  that  they  are  conscious  of  owing  nothing 
there,  and  determine  to  pay  nothing,  and  if  he  will  take  it 
by  force  of  law,  he  must  look  to  that  :  Then  sometimes 
they  will  take  specie  and  sell  it  at  the  post,  and,  perhaps, 
not  for  half  the  value  of  it  ;  or,  when  the  credit  of  this 

Eractice  runs  low,  Collectors  have  gone  into  some  of  our 
rethren's  houses  in  the  absence  of  the  man  of  the  house, 
and  have  measured  up  as  much  grain,  or  have  taken  some 
other  specie,  as  much  as  he  said  the  rate  came  to,  and  have 
carried  it  oft  directly  to  his  minister's  house,  without  any 
further  ceremony  about  it. 

'•  Now,  all  these  things  have  been  done  in  this  town,  and 
the  ruling  party  discovered  no  disposition  to  take  the 
charge  of  their  own  worship  upon  themselves.  For,  no 
longer  ago  than  last  fall  or  winter,  the  matter  was  tried 
here,  being  previously  put  into  the  warrant  for  the  Society- 
meeting,  whether  the  Society  would,  of  themselves,  free 
the  Separates,  for  one  year,  from  their  minister's  rate,  but 
they  would  not.  Now,  after  all  this,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  State,  wasting  goods  and  imprisoning  the  bodies  of 
dissenters,  and  after  petitioning  more  than  thirty  years  in 
vain  for  liberty  in  this  respect. 'who  can,  that  has  his  wits 
about  him,  think  the  above  paragraph  too  harsh  or  plain  ?" 


20 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


[July, 


"  8.  We  think  that  the  legislative  body  of 
"  this  State  ought  to  see  to  it  that  this  oppres- 
"  sion  is  immediately  stopt,  in  order  to  make 
"good  some  public  declarations  which  have 
"  been  made  in  this  State  in  the  behalf  thereof, 
"  by  men  ot  public  character.  It  is  well-known 
"  that  it  has  been  declared  in  the  public  news- 
"  papers  in  this  State,  that  there  is  not  the  low- 
u  est  degree  of  persecution  or  oppression  exer- 
"  cised  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  in  matters  re- 
"  lating  to  religion,  but  that  all  sects  have  and 
"  enjoy  full  and  free  liberty  in  that  respect. 
"  Now,  if  it  be  deemed  an  honor  and  credit  to 
"  this  State  to  have  it  published  to  the  world, 
"  that  there  is  not  the  lowest  degree  of  oppres- 
"  sion  exercised  by  the  laws  thereof,  in  matters 
"  relating  to  religion,  but  that,  in  this  respect, 
"  all  have  their  full  liberty  and  freedom :  For 
"  God's  sake,  let  it  le  a  truth,  then,  for  the  future. 

"  Also,  by  late  publications,  Proclamations  for 
"Fasts,  and  for  our  encouragement  to  engage 
"  in  the  defence  of  the  State,  we  had  grounds 
"  to  expect  an  equal  share  therein,  with  the  rest 
"  of  our  fellow-subjects. 

"  But,  to  conclude,  by  this  Memorial,  we 
"  mean  to  assert  our  rights  in  a  point  wherein 
"  we  have  been  abridged  thereof,  and  put  in  a 
"  peremptory  claim  thereto,  praying  that  this 
"Honorable  Assembly  will  see  that  justice  is 
"  done  in  the  affair :  Which  if  we  are  denied 
"  of  or  answered  with  silence,  as  Memorials  of 
"  this  nature  often  have  been,  by  the  General 
"  Assembly  of  this  State,  we  determine,  by  the 
"  leave  of  Providence,  to  lay  our  grievances  be- 
"  fore  the  Honorable  Continental*  Congress,  and 


"  •  Our  mentioning  our  determination  to  apply  to  the  Con- 
gress if  we  could  get  no  relief  here,  has  given  disgust,  as 
vre  understand,  because  it  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  chal- 
lenge, whereas  we  meant  to  express  our  honest  intention. 
We  dissenters,  in  this  town,  of  late,  first  tried  the  people, 
as  before  noted,  and  could  get  no  relief.  Then,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  Churches,  we  determined  to  send  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  where  we  had  no  full  ex- 
pectation of  getting  proper  relief,  having  been  often  denied 
heretofore,  and  knowing  they  hug  the  Ecclesiastical  Consti- 
tution dearly,  which  is  the  means  of  our  oppression.  Also 
we  expected  they  would  call  our  Petition  too  rank  because 
we  asked  boldly  what  we  wanted,  and  what  we  supposed 
we  had  just  claim  to,  that,  in  reality,  it's  true  we  only  asked 
the  favor  that  justice  might  be  done.    But  we  had  high  ex- 

fiectations  1  he  Congress  would  hear  us  if  we  should  apply 
o  them  and  their  other  business  would  admit,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  : 

"  1.  We  believe  and  trust  the  leading  part,  at  least,  of  the 
Congress,  are  men  of  integrity  and  justice,  and  friends  at 
heart  to  the  just  rights  of  mankind  in  reality,  according  to 
what  they  pretend. 

"2.  We  trust  that  God,  in  His  kind  Providence,  has  placed 
them  in  that  high  and  important  (tho'  critical)  station,  with 
a  design  to  make  them  the  happy  and  renowned  instru- 
ments of  saving  America  from  being  ruined  by  tyranny 
and  oppression,  and  not  only  foreign  but  domestic. 

,;  3.  We  look  upon  it  that  the  Congress  have  virtually  pub- 
lished their  sentiments  already  concerning  Ecclesiastical 
matters.  Whoever  was  the  sagacious  author  of  that  cele- 
brated piece  called  Common  Sense,  published  introductory 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  we  suppose  it  was  in- 
spected and  approbated  by  Congress  ;  and  if  so,  then  we 


"  have  it  thoroughly  proved  out  whether  there 
"  is  a  disposition  and  purposes  in  the  leaders 
"  and  rulers  of  the  United  States  to  grant,  as 
"  well  as  claim,  the  just  rights  of  mankind. 
"And,  as  your  Memorialists,  in  duty  bound, 
"  shall  ever  pray,  &c.  This  14th  day  of  May, 
"  1777,  signed  by  our  agent,  Eliakim  Marshal, 
"and  by  the  delegates  from  the  Churches." 

The  Memorial  was  also  signed  by  several  be- 
longing to  Churches  "exempted,  with  some 
"  limitations,  from  the  oppressions  above  com- 
"  plained  of,"  and  their  names  appear  in  con- 
nection with  the  original  signers,  but  with  a 
note  stating  their  position.*  These  were  Na- 
thaniel Collins  and  Nathaniel  Chapin  of  En- 
field, Eliphalet  Wright  of  Killingly,  and  Aaron 
Cleaveland  of  Canterbury.  The  original  sign- 
ers were  John  Park  and  John  Avery  of  Pres- 
ton, Israel  Holly  of  SufHeld,  Eben.  Frothing- 
ham  and  John  Johnson  of  Middletown,  Paul 
Avery  of  Groton,  Nathan  Avery  of  Stonington, 
Daniel  Miner  and  Richard  Ransom  of  Lyme, 
Robert  Campbell  of  New  Milford,  James  Bacon 
of  Torrington,  John  Dudley  and  Benjam 
Beach,  of  Wallingford. 

After  giving  the  Memorial,  Holly  spreads  his 
own  views  before  the  public.  He  says,  "  It  ap- 
"  pears  to  me  to  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Gos- 
"  pel  plan  and  dispensation,  for  civil  rulers  to 
"  tolerate  and  protect  all  conscientious  profes- 
"  sors  of  religion,  and  establish  none.  *  *  * 
"  When  all  sects  are  protected,  and  none  estab- 
"  lished  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  none  will  be 
"  oppressed.  And  if,  in  this  universal  liberty, 
"adequate  to  the  Gospel  dispensation,  some 
"  one  sect  or  another  should  happen  to  be  so 
"  unfortunate  as  to  choose  a  religion  that  has 
"  not  virtue  enough  in  it  to  maintain  its  own 
"  worship,  and  so  it  sinks  and  comes  to  nothing, 
"  we  need  not  be  concerned  about  that,  for  the 


find  they  have,  in  their  minds,  no  Ecclesiastical  Constitu- 
tion that  they  mean  to  defend  to  plague  them,  and  stand 
in  the  way  of  doing  justice,  as  the  Assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut have. 

"  That  author  says,  as  to  matters  of  religion,  't  is  the  indis- 
pensable duty  of  civil  government  to  tolerate  and  protect 
all  conscientious  professors  of  religion,  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  is  all  they  have  to  do  therewith,  or  words  to  the 
same  import  :  meaning  to  let  professors  of  religion,  in 
their  Ecclesiastical  character,  act  under  another  head,  even 
Christ.  But  we  did  not  know  but  we  might  be  mistaken  ; 
therefore,  if  we  could  get  no  relief  here,  we  honestly  in- 
tended to  have  the  matter  proved  out,  and  so  we  ex- 
pressed it." 

*  Holly  explains  the  privileges  of  the  exempted  Churches, 
in  one  respect.  "  The  children  of  the  Separate  Church  in 
"  Enfield  have,  by  the  act  of  the  Assembly,  one  year  al- 
"  lowed  them  to  choose  what  meeting  to  attend  upon  as 
"the  place  of  their  worship,  and  there  to  be  fixed  ;  but  the 
"children  of  the  established  worship,  nor  their  parents, 
"have  any  time  at  all  allowed  them  ;  and  if  any  join  with 
"  the  Separate  Church,  as  some  of  them  actually  have,  as  I 
"  am  informed,  they  are  charged  by  the  law  to  pay  rates  to 
"maintain  the  constitutional  worship,  notwithstanding," 
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"cause  of  Christ  is  not  injured  thereby,  nor  the 
"  civil  State." 

The  exempting  lair  which  Holly  com- 
plains of  as  inadequate,  required  those  attend- 
ing Separate  worship  to  produce  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  from  the  Church,  in  proof  of  their 
constant  and  uniform  attendance,  and  their 
contributing,  in  proper  proportion,  to  its  sup- 
port. This  certificate  was  to  be  lodged  annu- 
ally with  the  Clerk  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
of  the  place,  and  attested  by  the  officers  of 
the  Church.  This  requirement  is  pronounced 
troublesome,  perplexing  and  insufficient.  It 
was  of  no  service  to  "  scattered  brethren."  It 
did  not  mtet  the  case  of  infant  Churches  un- 
able to  sustain  'a  regular  ministry,  or  of  be- 
reaved Churches  deprived  of  their  minister.  It 
gave  to  the  body  of  the  Church,  who  were  re- 
quired to  act,  no  discretion  as  to  whether  a"  cer- 
tificate should  be  given  to  one  justly  entitled 
to  it,  but  only  to  testify  whether  he  was  quali- 
fied according  to  the  Act.  On  the  whole,  the 
law  is  pronounced  "  a  miserable,  narrow  grant 
"  of  freedom,"  if  indeed  it  is  a  grant  of  freedom 
at  all.  Many  are  not  reached  by  it,  and  those 
whom  it  does  reach,  only  find  the  form  of  their 
oppression  altered. 

Holly  closes  his  remarks  by  a  comparison  of 
Whig  principles  with  those  held  by  the  Separ- 
ates or  strict  Congregationalists.  He  finds 
them  to  be  identical,  and  therefore  he  claims 
the  rights  for  Church  members  which  Whig 
principles  allow. 

The  Memorial  drawn  up  the  Separates,  and 
printed  and  defended  by  Holly,  produced  no 
immediate  change  in  Connecticut  legislation, 
but  it  can  scarcely  have  been  without  effect 
upon  popular  opinion.  After  the  close  of  the 
War,  a  revision  of  the  Laws  (1784)  was  made,  in 
which  we  discern  certain  concessions  made  to 
the  claims  of  dissenters.  "  The  legal  establish- 
"  ment  of  the  Congregational  Churches  assent- 
"  ing  to  the  Saybrook  Platform  was  omitted, 
"  and  liberty  granted  to  all  persons  to  worship 
"  according  to  their  own  conscience  or  inclin- 
"  ation,  and  in  such  Societies  as  they  should 
"  choose  to  join  or  form  ;  such  Societies  being, 
"  '  to  all  intents  and  purposes,'  legal  corpor- 
"  ations."* 

The  change  was  welcomed  by  many,  and  to 
Episcopalians  especially,!  it  seemed  an  almost 
perfect  relief.  Their  circumstances  were  such 
that  they  were  willing  to  be  taxed  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  own  worship,  and  this  was  all 
that  the  Law  now  required.  But  in  a  modified 
form,  the  relations  of  State  and  Church  still 


"  *  Dr.  Dot-ton's  Historical  Discourses,  p.  93. 
"  t  8ee  Bkakd6ley'8  Hittory  of  the  Church  in  Connect- 
icut. 


continued.  Any  one  might  choose  the  Society 
with  which  he  would  unite  in  worship,  but 
some  choice  must  make,  and  pay  his  tax  for 
the  support  of  the  one  he  joined.  Unless  his 
preference  for  some  other  was  declared,  it  was 
of  course  assumed  that  he  was  an  adherent  of 
the  Congregational  Parish  within  which  he  re- 
sided. The  law  still  required  that  the  several 
Towns,  in  which  there  was  but  one  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Society,  should  grant  a  tax  for  the  minis- 
ter's support  "  to  be  levied  on  their  several  in- 
"  habitants  according  to  their  respective  lists," 
while  the  minister  aggrieved  for  the  scantiness 
of  his  allowance,  might  have  redress  by  appli- 
cation to  the  General  Assembly.  No  Society 
left  vacant  by  the  death  or  dismission  of  a 
minister,  was  allowed  to  derive  any  pecuniary 
advantage  from  it,  but  was  still  to  pay  such 
sum  as  the  General  Court  should  appoint,  to  be 
disposed  of  and  improved  by  the  County  Court, 
for  the  use  of  the  Ministry  in  the  Town  or 
Society.* 

Thus  while  certain  modifications  were  made 
affecting  minor  matters,  the  obnoxious  principle 
upon  which  all  else  depended  was  retained. 
Dissenters  without,  as  well  as  within,  the  State, 
had  anticipated,  as  a  sequel  of  the  War  for 
Independence,  a  more  perfect  enjoyment  of  re- 
ligious liberty.  In  this,  according  to  President 
Manning,!  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment. 
"Last  week," — so  he  writes  under  date  of 
"Providence,  Sept,  17,  1784— "I  attended  the 
"  Association  at  Elder  Hinds',  Middleborough. 
"  Had  an  agreeable  meeting,  but  find  the  Con- 
"  gregationalists  at  Cambridge,  Brookfield, 
"  Woodstock  in  Connecticut,  with  some  other 
'•  places,  have  made  distress  on  the  Baptists  this 
"  last  Summer.  Some  went  to  jail ;  from  others 
"  they  took  their  stock,  land,  etc.  This  does 
"  not  look  much  like  liberty.  The  Association 
"  recommended  the  paying  not  the  least  atten- 
"  tion  to  their  Ecclesiastical  Laws,  and  resolved 
"  that  they  were  determined  to  maintain  their 
"  claims  of  equal  liberty,  &c,  and  would  rec- 
"  ommend  to  the  Churches  to  support  the  suffer- 
"  ers.  I  am  surprised  that  they  are  not  ashamed 
"  to  hold  up  their  heads,  in  this  enlightened  age 
"in  such  a  shameful  cause." 

Hitherto  the  several  elements  of  dissent  from 
the  established  order  had  been  divided  by  sep- 
arate interests.  Patriotic  Separatists,  like 
Holly,  could  not  sympathize  with  Episcopalians 
like  Peters.  But  after  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  the  old  antagonisms  which  had 
kept  them  apart,  and  nullified  their  political 
influence,  began  to  disappear,  while  the  num- 
ber of  the  dissatisfied  and  aggrieved  rapidly 
increased. 

*Acts  and  Laws,  17S4. 

tGciLD's  Manning  and  Brown  University.    333. 
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The  rise  of  Methodism  within  the  bounds  of 
Connecticut  introduces  a  new  element  of  op- 
position to  the  union  of  Church  and  State. 
Wherever  we  meet  with  a  Methodist  itinerant 
bishop  or  preacher,  we  are  sure  to  hear  words 
about  equally  severe  against  religious  intoler- 
ance and  the  bondage  of  sin.  Connecticut  was 
not  a  very  inviting  held,  even  to  such  daring 
and  resolute  spirits  as  those  of  Jesse  Lee, 
Bishop  Asbury,  George  Roberts  and  Billy  Hib- 
bard ;  and  if  their  words  were  sometimes  not 
merely  severely  just,  but  somewhat  rasping,  it 
is  by  no  means  surprising.  In  1794,  Asbury 
preached  in  a  schoolhouse  at  Ellington,  and 
felt,  we  are  told,  "great  dejection  of  spirit  at 
"  the  iron  walls  of  prejudice  which  existed." 
The  reflections  excited  in  his  mind  found  ex- 
pression through  his  pen. 

"  Out  of  the  fifteen  United  States,  thirteen 
"  are  free,  but  two  are  fettered  with  ecclesiasti- 
"  cal  chains,  taxed  to  support  ministers  who 
"  are  chosen  by  a  small  Committee,  and  settled 
"  for  life.  My  simple  prophecy  is  that  this  must 
"  come  to  an  end  with  the  present  century.  The 
"  Rhode  Islanders  began  in  time,  and  are  free. 
"  Hail,  Sons  of  Liberty  !  Who  first  began  the 
"  war  ?  Was  it  not  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
"  setts  ?  and  priests  are  now  saddled  upon  them  ! 
"  O  what  a  happy  people  would  these  be  if  they 
"  were  not  thus  priest-ridden  !  I  heard  a  most 
"  severe  letter  from  a  citizen  of  Vermont  to  the 
"  Clergy  and  Christians  of  Connecticut,  striking 
"  at  the  foundation  and  principle  of  the  hierar- 
"  chy.  It  was  the  expression  of  the  Vermonters 
"  to  continue  free  from  ecclesiastical  fetters,  to 
"  follow  the  Bible,  and  give  equal  liberty  to  all 
"  denominations  of  professing  Christians." 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  evidence  afforded 
by  his  Autobiography,  Billy  Hibbard  was  not 
more  reserved  than  Bishop  Asbury  in  his  utter- 
ances, and  sometimes  he  must  have  relieved 
his  burdened  mind  in  the  use  of  quite  racy 
language.  He  found  the  newly  converted 
Methodists  the  reverse  of  liberal  in  supporting 
their  new  faith.  Under  the  sting  of  such  provo^ 
cation,  he  once  exclaimed :  "  Now  I  am  con- 
"  vinced  that  the  people  of  Connecticut  are 
"  a  stingy,  deceitful  people ;  your  wisest  men 
"  have  given  you  this  character ;  they  knew  that 
"  you  would  never  support  public  institutions 
"  unless  you  were  compelled  to  do  it.  Therefore 
"  they  have  made  laws  to  force  you  to  support 
"the  Gospel,  and  to  build  meeting-houses  and 
"school-houses;  but  you  are  so  stingy  that  you 
"would  not  do  it  unless  by  compulsion.  *  * 
"  You  have  heard  of  some  that  had  their  last 
"  and  only  cow  sold  at  vendue,  to  raise  money  to 
"  pay  the  minister's  tax.  You  say  this  is  hard 
"  and  cruel ;  but  the  law  demands  it.  And  what 
"  of  all  this  ?     It  is  but  a  human  law.    The  law 


"  of  God  demands  that  you  should  be  liberal ; 
"  and,  while  he  is  prospering  you,  and  giving 
"  you  the  means  to  contribute,  if  you  do  not  do 
"  it,  you  will  be  damned  eternally,  and  that 
"  will  be  worse  for  you  than  to  have  your  cow 
"  sold  to  pay  the  minister's  tax." 

"From  this  time,"  he  adds,  "I  began  to 
"  preach  more  especially  against  stinginess. 
"  I  must  think  the  Legislators  of  New  England 
"judge  of  the  people  as  men  and  as  wise  men 
"  generally  judge.  But  it  is  only  a  reflection 
"  upon  the  religious  character  of  this  people, 
"  to  suppose  that,  with  their  great  profession  of 
"  religion,  they  would  not  support  the  Gospel, 
"but  by  the  compulsive  power  of  taxation. 
"The  exercise  of  liberal  principles  is  super- 
ceded when  coercive  measures  are  used  to 
"  support  the  ministry.  Toleration  is  not  a  re- 
"  ligious  principle,  but  a  usurpation  of  power 
"that  is  blasphemous  in  its  nature.  If  the 
"  Governor  and  several  Doctors  of  Divinity 
"  were  to  present  a  Bill  to  the  Legislature,  enti- 
"  tied  an  Act  to  grant  liberty  to  the  Almighty 
"  to  receive  the  worship  of  the  Methodists  and 
"  Quakers,  every  one  would  startle  and  call  it 
"blasphemy;  but  toleration  implies  this.  Thus 
"our  forefathers  at  Boston,  would  not  suffer 
"the  Almighty  to  receive  the  worship  of  the 
"  Quakers  in  Boston  :  but  it  is  certain  the  Al- 
"  mighty  could  not  receive  their  worship  in 
"Boston  after  they  were  hanged.  Each  indi- 
"  vidual  stands  accountable  to  God  for  himself. 
"  The  Legislature  cannot  answer  for  me  or  any 
"  one  else.  Therefore,  laws  respecting  religious 
"worship  are  unrighteous,  any  farther  than 
"  they  secure  the  liberties  of  religious  people." 

If  such  thoughts  found  expression  once,  they 
must  have  found  it  from  the  lips  of  such  an 
itinerant,  more  than  a  hundred  times.  Wher- 
ever he  went,  he  would  sow  his  views  broad- 
cast. "  In  order,"  he  says,  "  to  discharge  my 
"  duty  in  the  ministry,  I  must  preach  against 
"  erroneous  principles  of  this  Government."  It 
does  not  prejudice  our  estimate  of  his  sincer- 
ity when  he  frankly  confesses,  "  It  is  said  in 
"these  parts,  that  many  of  those  who  join  the 
"  Methodists,  do  so  only  to  get  clear  of  paying 
"  taxes,  and  I  fear  this  is  but  too  true." 

It  is  true  that  Hibbard  was  not  ordained  till 
1802,  although  he  had  been  preaching  for  sev- 
eral years  previous ;  and  he  was  not  the  first  of 
his  denomination  to  give  utterance  to  views 
like  these,  so  offensive  to  many  of  the  good 
people  of  Connecticut.  George  Roberts  was, 
in  some  respects,  a  bolder  and  more  outspoken 
opponent  of  the  Established  Order.  A  native 
of  Maryland,  and,  for  some  months,  an  itiner- 
ant in  that  region,  he  was  transferred,  in  1790, 
to  Connecticut ;  and,  from  1793  to  1795,  was 
Presiding  Elder  of  Districts  including,  succes- 
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sively,  a  greater  or  smaller  portion  of  the  State. 
In  1793,  he  published,  in  a  small  pamphlet,  his 
Strictures  on  a  Sermon  delivered  by  Mr.  Nathan 
Williams,  A.  M.,  in  Tolland,  on  the  Public  Fast, 
April  17,1793;  with  Some  Observations  on  Dr. 
Huntington's  Letter,  annexed  to  said  Sermon. 
In  this  pamphlet  he  displays  no  small  degree 
of  theological  virulence,  denying  that  the 
Churches  or  ministers  of  the  Established  Order 
were  Churches  or  ministers  of  Christ.  The  fact 
that  they  were  "  State  establishments,  and  a 
"  Church  established  by  law"  showed  that  they 
were  "not  a  Church  of  Christ,  but  of  anti- 
"  Christ ;"  were  "  no  better  than  a  Society  of 
41  wicked,  designing  men,"  "  enemies  to  the  true 
"  interests  of  religion."  He  denies  "  that  the 
41  civil  law  has  anything  to  do  in  the  establish- 
"  ment  of  religion  or  the  support  of  ministers. 
"Whatever  the  motives  of  your  predecessors 
"might  have  been  in  framing  the  present  plan 
4<  of  establishment,  the  thing  itself  is  wrong,  be- 
u  cause  we  have  neither  precept  nor  example  for 
"it;  Christ  never  taught  it  to  his  disciples, 
"but,  to  the  reverse,  he  declares,  My  kingdom 
uis  not  of  this  world.'1'' 

Addressing  the  author  of  the  Sermon  he  re- 
Tiews,  he  says,  "  Your  establishment,  being  a 
' '  State  establishment,  imposes  ministers  on 
"some  of  the  people,  under  certain  circum- 
41  stances,  even  without  their  consent ;  and  their 
■"  liberties  are  wrested  from  them ;  the  majority 
*'  of  your  people  have  not  ministers  imposed 
u  upon  them,  nor  their  liberties  wrested  out  of 
41  their  hands.  But  will  you  hence  infer  that 
"  the  minor  part  have  no  liberties,  and  ought 
li  not  to  have  a  choice  in  matters  of  religion, 
41  in  a  free  country?" 

Referring  to  the  imprisonment  of  a  Baptist, 
&  resident  of  Tolland,  for  refusing  to  pay  the 
minister's  rate,  he  asks,  "  What  was  the  mean- 
■"  ing  of  that  sheep's  bleating  in  Tolland  gaol 
<l  last  year  ?  I  suppose  you  can  tell."  Reply- 
ing to  the  charge  of  intruding,  he  says,  "  I  do 
*l  not  believe  the  Holy  Ghost  ever  intended  the 
4*  earth,  or  any  part  of  it,  should  be  set  off  in 
"  parishes,  measured  by  so  many  miles  in  length 
41  and  breadth,  for  ministers  to  attend,  and  keep 
"out  all  others  but  their  own.  And  if  you  can 
41  find  precept  or  example  for  it  in  Scripture,  I 
"  will  thank  you  to  show  it  to  me,  either  by 
41  word  or  letter." 

Avowing  his  utter  opposition  to  the  policy 
of  the  State,  he  says,  "  These  wild  Methodists 
"  must  be  fools  to  the  last  degree,  to  think  of 
4'  overturning  the  well-known  standing  order. 
"  *  *  *  Had  we  appeared  here  in  former 
"  days,  we  might  have  been  treated  as  kindly 
"  as  the  Quakers  and  witches  were."  He  con- 
siders the  intolerance  of  Connecticut  greater 
than  that  of  England.     "  If  report  saith  true, 


"  there  is  not  one  amongst  five  hundred,  that  is 
"  or  can  be  tithed  to  pay  the  priests  in  Old 
"England,  as  it  is  only  the  tenth  of  grain 
"  taken  from  landed  property.  The  parsonage 
"  houses  and  lands  are  in  common ;  not  made 
"  by  £300  for  every  new  priest.  What  house- 
"  holder  will  go  free  in  your  parish  lines  ?  The 
"  tenth  of  grain  will  not  do  here.  Are  not  all 
"  male  members,  over  a  given  age,  taxed  be- 
"  cause  they  cannot  be  tithed,  to  build  houses 
"  and  pay  priests  in  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
"  chusetts  ?  If  I  err  in  any  of  these  matters, 
"you  will  pardon  my  ignorance  and  set  me 
"  right : — I  am  but  '  a  stranger.' " 

Other  "  strangers  "  were  to  follow  Roberts — 
building  upon  his  foundation — but  not  all  of 
them  Methodists.  In  1784,  we  find  Rathbun, 
a  Shaker  in  New  London  Jail,  where  he  had 
been  lodged  for  attempting  to  disseminate  his 
peculiar  views;  and,  judging  from  his  own 
pamphlet,  it  was  not,  by  any  means,  in  his 
case,  an  inappropriate  place  for  profitable 
meditation. 

But,  in  1791,  a  Baptist  minister,  from  Virginia, 
arrived,  with  his  family,  at  New  London.  He 
was  one  who  said,  many  years  later,  that  all  he 
wished,  as  an  inscription  on  his  gravestone, 
was,  "  who  labored  to  promote  piety  and  vin- 
"  dicate  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all 
"  men."  His  name  was  John  Leland — a  name 
destined  to  a  considerable  degree  of  notoriety 
for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century.  Scarcely 
had  he  set  foot  on  Connecticut  soil,  before  he 
gave  an  earnest  of  his  purpose  in  the  publica- 
tion, at  New  London,  of  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
The  Rights  of  Conscience  Inalienable,  a?ul,  there- 
fore, Religious  Opinions  not  Cognizable  by  Laic  ; 
or,  The  High-flying  Churchman  Stript  of  Hit 
Legal  Robe,  Appears  a  Taho.  This  was  the 
signal  with  which  he  opened  the  campaign. 
From  this  date  the  question  was  a  simple  one 
— Establishment  or  no  Establishment."* 

The  publications  of  the  day  took  up  the  mat- 
ter. Rev.  David  Perry  (Harwinton,  1774-178-4) 
wrote  his  Short  View  and  Defence  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Rights  of  M an,  and  was  answered  in  1796, 
by  Ezra  Griswold,  in  a  letter  making  an  octavo 
pamphlet  of  twenty-seven  pages.  The  next  year, 
Rev.  Isaac  Lewis,  in  his  Election  Sermon,  took 
for  his  theme,  The  Political  Advantages  of  God- 
liness. In  this  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  stand  in 
behalf  of  the  State  Establishment  in  as  moder- 
ate a  tone  as  the  case  would  bear.  He  said  : 
"  It  is  not  however  our  wish  that  anything 
"  similar  to  the  religions  establishments  of  Eu- 
"  rope,  should  be  introduced  into  our  country. 
"We  hope  never  to  see  our  magistrate  employed 


*  Iu  October,  1791.  an  Act  was  passed,  which  professedly 
secured  "equal  rights  and  privileges"  to  Christians  of  all 
denominations  in  the  State.— Hollisteb  ii.,  473. 
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"  in  prescribing  Articles  of  Faith,  nor  in  the  ex- 
"  ercise  of  the  least  coercive  power  to  compel 
"  men  to  adopt  this,  or  that  Creed,  or  submit  to 
"  any  one  mode  of  worship  in  preference  to  an- 
"  other  .  .  .  But  if  there  be  important  polit- 
"  ical  advantages  to  be  derived  from  Christian- 
"  ity,  which  cannot  be  so  effectually  secured  by 
"  any  other  means,  as  appears  evident  from  the 
"  preceding  observations,  then  is  it  as  much  the 
"  duty  of  Government  to  endeavor  its  preserva- 
"  tion,  as  in  any  other  way  to  seek  the  public 
"  good.  If  every  individual  be  left  to  choose 
"for  himself  both  with  respect  to  doctrines 
"  and  modes  of  worship,  laws  made  for  the  sup- 
"  port  of  public  instruction  and  the  religious 
"observation  of  the  Sabbath  cannot  in  any 
"  proper  sense  infringe  on  liberty  of  Conscience." 

Substantially  the  same  ground  was  taken  by 
the  Clergy  generally  who  published  their  views 
on  the  subject.  One  of  the  most  plausible  as 
well  as  elaborate  arguments  on  the  Conserva- 
tive side  was  by  Simon  Baekus,  (North  Madi- 
son, 1790—1801.)  and  was  issued  in  1804.  In 
the  same  year,  Evan  Johns,  Pastor  of  a  Church 
in  Berlin,  in  a  Sermon  preached  on  the  Thanks- 
giving day  of  the  preceding  year,  adopted  the 
same  style  of  reasoning.  He  said :  (p.  10.) 
"  As  for  the  rights  of  conscience,  among  you, 
"  they  cannot,  with  truth,  be  said  to  be  viola- 
"  ted.  Is  nofe  every  one  at  full  liberty,  in  the 
"  manner  which  he  prefers,  to  worship  God  ? 
"  You  have  no  exclusive  establishments  of  re- 
"  ligion.  You  have  no  religious  Articles,  drawn 
"  up  in  scholastic  language,  imposed  on  you  by 
"  human  authority.  "The  magistrate  does  not 
"  sentence  you  to  everlasting  damnation,  if  you 
"  refuse  to  subscribe  to  his  religious  Creed.  You 
"  are  not  subjected  to  civil  disabilities  for  non- 
"  conformity  to  a  mode  of  worship.  Any  pe- 
"  culiarity  of  religious  opinion  does  not  lower 
"  you  in  the  estimation  of  a  majority  of  your 
"  fellow  citizens,  provided  your  manners  be  in- 
"  offensive,  and  your  morals  pure." — 

And  again :  (p.  13.)  "  That  the  rights  of  con- 
"  science  are  not  infringed  by  any  law  of  this 
"State  has,  already,  appeared.  But  here,  let 
"  me  advert  to  a  principle  that  no  one  will  be 
"  hardy  enough  to  controvert.  It  is  a  duty  in- 
"  cumbent  on  the  Civil  Legislature  to  employ  all 
"  means  apparently  adapted  to  ensure  public  order 
uand  private  security.  On  this  immovable 
"  foundation  stand  your  school  laws.  And 
"those  persons,  to  whose  care  the  welfare  of 
"  the  State  is  committed  have  a  right  to  con- 
"  sider  our  plans  of  worship  in  the  same  point 
"  of  view.  Schools  where  lessons  of  morality 
"  are  given  without  which  the  community  can- 
"  not  prosper.  What  is  man,  come  to  mature 
"  years,  but  a  grown  up  child  ?  The  hackneyed 
"  arguments  employed  against  the  institutions 


"  of  our  forefathers,  if  it  proves  anything, 
"  proves  too  much  ;  that  is,  it  proves  nothing. 
"  It  would  annihilate  all  the  provision  made 
"  for  the  education  of  our  children,  consign  us- 
"  to  a  state  of  general  barbarism,  and,  soon,, 
"make  us  bow  the  neck,  ingloriously  to  the 
"  yoke  of  despotism.  A  state  of  ignorance  and 
"  licentiousness  would,  in  a  very  short  time  con- 
"vert  the  plausible,  fawning  demagogue  into 
"  an  oppressive  and  cruel  tyrant.  Hence,  the 
"friends  of  our  religious  institutions  are  the: 
'•  most  powerful  supporters  of  liberty ;  and  the 
"persons  who  would  abolish  the  laws  in. 
"  question,  whether  they  know  it  or  not,  are  the 
"  enemies  of  their  country ;  and,  were  they  to 
"  prevail,  would  prove  the  pioneers  of  despot- 
"  ism.  Shall  we  not,  therefore,  most  cordially 
"  comply  with  what  the  Proclamation  recom- 
"  mends ;  by  praising  God  for  the  moral  and. 
"  social  constitutions  wisely  adopted  by  our 
"venerable  forefathers;  and  that  their  influence 
"  continues  to  operate  in  a  valuable  degree  ?" 

With  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  Clergy  gener- 
ally adopted  these  views.  They  are  very  dis- 
tinctly reflected  in  quite  a  number  of  the  most 
noted  productions  of  the  Federal  orators  of  the 
time — the  Fourth  of  July  and  other  Addresses 
of  such  men  as  Theodore  Dwight,  Simeon  Bald- 
win, Professor  Silliman,  President  Dwight,  and 
others.  Even  a  literary  occasion  like  that  of 
the  College  Commencement,  was  available  to- 
students  of  strong  political  feelings  like  Warren 
Dutton,  whose  Poem  was  designed  to  administer 
a  sharp  rebuke  to  Abraham  Bishop.  Among  all 
the  Orations  of  the  time,  Prof.  Silliman's  while 
sufficiently  rhetorical,  is  not  the  least  argument- 
ative. In  his  Oration  at  Hartford,  July  6th,. 
1802,  he  remarks  :  "  Our  fathers  were  no  ttheo- 
"retical  philosophers  .  .  .  Knowing  that 
"  religion  makes  men  better  fathers,  husbands, 
"  rulers  and  citizens,  they  felt  and  acknowledged 
"  the  obligation  to  provide  for  its  permanent 
"support.  Indeed,  no  mind,  which  has  not 
"  been  corrupted  by  philosophism,  could  possi- 
"  bly  consider  the  maintenance  of  public  wor- 
"  ship  by  law  a  tyranny.  We  find  it  enacted 
"  among  our  earliest  laws,  that  every  man  shall 
"  attend  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
"  keep  for  the  use  of  his  family,  a  Statute-book 
"  and  a  Bible.  However  sneering  folly  or  mis- 
"  taken  liberality  may  have  ridiculed  these 
"  primitive  habits,  it  is  certain  that  to  the  prev- 
"  alence  of  such  ideas  and  practices  we  must 
"impute  our  present  happy  state  of  Society." 
He  closes  by  sounding  the  note  of  alarm  as 
follows : 

"The  dreadful  moral  deluge  which  has 
"  swept  away  the  happiness  of  other  nations,  is 
"  even  now  roaring  around  your  walls.  It  i& 
"  yours  to  decide  whether  you  will  yield  to  its 
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"fury,  and  be  precipitated  into  that  ocean 
"  whose  shores  are  drenched  in  blood,  and 
"  whose  billows  are  covered  with  the  wrecks  of 
"  ruined  nations.  Choose  then  '  this  day1 
"  whether  you  will  substitute  the  miserable 
"chimeras  of  modern  philosophy  in  place  of 
"  the  real  blessings  and  substantial  happiness 
"which  you  have  derived  from  your  Ancient 
"  Institutions." 

Unquestionably  at  this  date  the  overwhelm- 
ing preponderance  of  the  political  power  of 
the  State  was  in  sympathy  with  these  views. 
But  the  party  which  stood  opposed  to  them 
was  advancing  both  in  spirit  and  strength. 
The  number  of  Baptist  Churches  had  increased 
with  great  rapidity,  and  had  swallowed  up 
many  of  the  Separatists.  It  is  true  they  were 
not  up  to  the  full  standard  of  ecclesiastical  re- 
spectability. In  1798,  Stephen  Smith  Nelson 
of  Hartford,  was  the  only  liberally  educated 
Baptist  minister  in  the  State.  For  a  long  time, 
the  public  journals  refused  to  give  them  the  op- 
portunity to  be  heard  in  their  columns.  Green's 
Gazette,  at  New  London,  was  the  only  one  that 
extended  to  them  the  privilege;  arid  David 
Bolles,  a  lawyer  and  at  length  a  Judge,  of 
Windham  county,  was  perhaps  their  foremost 
champion,  defending  them  in  pamphlets  of  his 
own,  issued  at  the  expense  of  himself  or  his 
friends. 

But  their  increasing  numbers  gave  them  po- 
litical influence  and  importance,  and  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  Jeftersonian  School,  who  had 
been  hitherto  in  a  hopeless  minority  in  the 
State,  were  ready  and  anxious  to  secure  their 
alliance,  the  moment  it  could  serve  their  turn. 
That  moment  was  now  at  hand.  Foremost 
among  the  friends  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  State, 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham  Bishop, 
son  of  that  Samuel  Bishop  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned for  refusing  to  pay  his  rate.  He  was 
a  citizen  of  New  Haven,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  the  Class  of  1778,  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession, and  had  held  some  civil  offices  of  no 
great  importance.  His  character  was  regarded 
by  many  as  by  no  means  stainless.  He  was 
publicly  charged  with  receiving  money  from 
Rev.  Dr.  Edwards,  for  land  in  Vermont  which 
he  had  already  transferred  to  his  own  father. 
Insinuations  against  him,  less  specific  but 
scarcely  less  significant,  come  before  us  in  the 
pamphlets  of  the  day.*  But  he  had  some  in- 
valuable qualifications,  for  the  part  he  was  to 
take.  He  had  a  remarkable  degree  of  what 
was   then  denominated   impudence,   that  was 

*  It  would  be  no  more  perhaps  than  historic  justice  to 
make  some  allowance  for  charges  originating  in  the  heated 
invectives  of  political  partisanship ;  and  if  Abraham  Bish- 
op's language  in  reference  to  his  opponent  is  altogether  too 
harsh,  it  is  very  possible  that  something  of  this  harshness 
was  reflected  back  upon  himself. 


proof  against  public  opinion,  and  that  nothing 
whatever  could  put  to  the  blush.  Bold,  self- 
reliant,  and,  not  a  few  would  have  added,  un- 
scrupulous, he  bantered  and  provoked,  where 
he  failed  to  refute.  He  told  Noah  Webster, 
who  had  Bishop  in  his  eye  in  bringing  out  1m 
Rod  for  a  FooVs  Back,  that  as  he  (Webster)  was 
apt  to  give  advice,  he  would  leave  him  with  a 
word  of  advice,  which  was  :  "  to  persecute  to 
"  conviction  and  sentence  of  death,  the  man 
"  or  men  who  ever  told  him  that  he  had  talenta 
"  as  a  writer."  He  might  be  called  the  Amer- 
ican Cobbett. 

Such  was  the  man  who  emerged  into  notice 
at  a  juncture  when  his  talents  were  most  avail- 
able. It  was  a  stormy  time.  The  political 
heavens  were  darkened  by  the  war  of  Pamph- 
lets. There  were  Connecticutensis,  with  his 
busy  and  vigorous  pen ;  Sermons,  diverse  in 
style,  but  kindred  in  tone,  including  exposures 
of  infidelity  and  atheism  in  the  same  pages  with 
those  of  political  radicalism ;  Judge  David 
Daggett's  humorously  satirical  Fourth  of  July 
Oration,  (1799)  showing  that  "  Sunbeams  may 
"  be  extracted  from  cucumbers,  but  the  process 
"is  tedious;"  Orations  by  Isaac  Lewis,  Benja- 
min Silliman,  Noah  Webster,  and  others,  with 
a  similar  scope,  though  in  a  different  vein  ;  and, 
among  many  more,  not  the  least  significant,  the 
Orations  of  Abraham  Bishop  himself— one  de- 
livered at  the  College  Commencement  in  New 
Haven  (1800)  after  his  appointment  by  the  So- 
ciety he  was  to  address  had  been  formally  set 
aside ;  and  his  Wallingford  Oration,  delivered 
the  eleventh  of  March,  1801,  at  the  general 
Thanksgiving  of  Connecticut  Republicans  for 
the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

These  latter  productions  were  at  least  racy 
and  vigorous.  They  rang  with  the  tone  of  tri- 
umphant confidence ;  and  indicated  a  man,  who 
if  defeated,  would  never  know  or  confess  it 
He  carried  the  war  directly  into  the  camp  of  his 
enemies.  In  his  New  Haven  Commencement 
Oration,  he  confessed  that  he  had  no  taste  or 
spirit  to  discuss  "  the  inexhaustible  treasures  of 
"  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Arabic,"  but  he  boldly 
struck  at  "  The  Extent  and  Power  of  Political 
Delusion,"  giving  the  Political  pulpit  the  ben- 
efit of  his  remorseless  thrusts.  "  How  much 
"  think  you,"  he  asks,  "  has  religion  been  ben- 
"  efited  by  sermons,  intended  to  show  that  Sa- 
"  tan  and  Cain  were  Jacobins  ?  How  much  by 
"sermons  in  which  every  deistical  argument 
"  has  been  presented  with  its  greatest  force  as 
"  being  a  part  of  the  Republican  Creed  ?  Is  this, 
"men'of  God,  following  the  precept,  'feed 
"  '  my  sheep,  feed  my  lambs  ?'  The  people,  in- 
"  stead  of  being  alarmed  lest  religion  should 
"  suffer  under  a  new  administration,  ought  to 
"  be  infinitely  solicitous  to  wrest  the  protection 
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"  of  it  from  those  who  are  using  it  as  a  State 
"  engine.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  now  suffer- 
"eth  political  violence.  Think  you  that  the 
"  Bishop  of  Ephesus,  if  now  with  us,  would 
11  have  left  the  care  of  souls  to  ascertain  the 
"  number  of  votes  which  his  favorite  could  get 
"  for  a  seat  in  Congress  ?  Would  Paul  of  Tar- 
*  sus  have  preached  to  an  anxious,  listening  au- 
"dience  on  the  propriety  of  sending  Envoys? 
"  I  ask  these  questions  seriously,  because  on  this 
•"subject,  the  people  think  seriously,  and  be- 
"  cause  delusion  here  is  playing  a  most  cruel 
11  game. 

"  Have  you  not  read  that  the  head  of  the 
"  Church  will  sustain  his  own  cause,  and  that 
41  this  cause  will  never  be  perfected,  till  wars 
"  and  rumors  of  wars  shall  cease  from  under  the 
"  whole  heaven  ?  The  Captain  of  Salvation  is 
""  not  so  weak  as  to  need  an  Army  and  Navy, 
"  and  a  majority  in  Congress  to  support  his 
"  cause.  The  system  of  enmity,  pride,  vice  and 
"  abandonment,  which  characterize  all  modern 
u  Governments,  are  hostile  to  religion.  The 
"Saviour  would  be  ill  received  iu  levees,  in 
"  fields  of  battle,  or  on  board  hostile  ships.  He 
"  takes  no  delight  in  the  flowing  robes  and  mas- 
"  querade  dress  of  the  Lords  Spiritual.  The 
"  morals  of  Courts  and  Camps  never  rise  up  be- 
"  fore  His  throne  as  sweet  incense.  Courts  and 
"  Camps  have  in  all  modern  ages  been  the  hot- 
"beds  of  immorality,  the  nurseries  of  infidelity. 
"  That  religion  which  you  so  highly  value,  is 
"  suffering  a  gradual,  certain  and  painful  exter- 
"  mination,  by  the  very  means  which  you  affect 
"  to  support  it.  While  every  nerve  is  stretched 
"to  obtain  wealth  and  greatness,  that  causet 
"  which  begun  in  poverty  and  thrives  best  in 
"the  shades  and  retirements  of  life,  must  mourn. 
"  Our  great  political  arrangements  are  like  so 
"  many  armaments  against  religion ;  yet  the 
"men  who  oppose  them  are  denounced  as  athe- 
"  ists,  and  no  proof  of  their  atheism  is  required 
"  but  their  opposition  to  Federal  measures." 

He  finds  himself  quite  in  his  element  in  ex- 
posing "  the  delusions  which  have  attended 
"  past  elections."  "  Formerly,"  he  says,  "  the 
"  people  of  this  Country  had  sense  enough  to 
"  originate  and  organize  Government,  and  by 
"  their  intelligence  and  energies  to  keep  it  in 
"  operation  ;  now  by  force  of  Federal  opiates 
"  they  have  just  sense  enough  to  choose  the 
"  wisest  and  greatest  men :  but  as  soon  as  the 
M  choice  is  over  they  sink  into  a  torpid  state 
"  and  thus  remain  for  two  years,  till  the  trump 
"  of  a  new  election  wakes  them  to  new  life  and 
"  energy ;  but  even  then  they  have  been  so  long 
"  dormant  that  sometimes  the  crew  of  a  ship 
"  must  be  murdered ;  this  murder  must  be 
"  registered  in  sermons  for  the  edification  of  po- 
litical sain  ts ;  the  men  must  continue  lonajide 


"  dead,  till  the  election  is  closed — miracles  must 
"be  wrought  at  the  bottom, of  meal  tubs — the 
"Indian  tribes  must  be  all  in  motion  to  in- 
"  vade  the  frontiers — mighty  ships  with  mighty 
"  men  in  them  must  be  traversing  the  ocean  on 
"  mighty,  portentious  and  unaccountable  er- 
"  rands — the  whole  political  stage  must  be 
"  veiled  in  darkness  and  mystery — clouds,  tem- 
"  pests  and  coruscations  must  mark  the  sky ; 
"  and  in  the  midst  of  all  scenery,  Satan  with  his 
"  infernal  host  must  be  advancing  to  take  his 
"  long  lease  of  the  earth,  and  to  make  Princes 
"  and  Nobles  of  those  infernal  opposers  of  re- 
"  ligion  and  good  government,  whom  all  friends 
"  of  order  are  called  on  to  keep  out  of  place. 
"  All  this,  in  modern  days,  is  necessary  to  waken 
"the  people  to  a  recollection  that  the  men 
"  whom  they  chose  last  are  the  finest  candidates 
"  for  another  election.  But  mark  how  ineffectual 
"  are  all  these  causes  to  produce  the  wished  ef- 
"  feet,  till  joining  the  wonder-working  host, 
"  the  Clergy,  (and  as  Cowper  to  aid  his  verse,  so 
"  I  my  prose,  '  with  awe  profound  repeat  the 
" '  sacred  name,'  the  clergy,)  heralds  of  the 
"Prince  of  Peace;  ambassadors  of  him,  who 
"  disclaimed  for  himself  and  his  followers  the 
"  honors  of  men ;  the  Clergy,  preachers  of  the 
"  word  of  life,  deign  for  some  days  to  waive 
"  their  sacerdotal  functions,  to  descend  from 
"  their  high  seats  made  venerable  by  the  respect 
"of  the  people  for  religion,  and  as  they  advance 
"to  join  and  influence  the  throng,  you  may 
"  hear  a  shout  from  every  quarter, '  The  Church 
" '  is  in  danger  V  "  Stung  by  the  language  fre- 
quently employed  by  Federalists  like  Lewis, 
Daggett  and  Webster,  in  their  Fourth  of  July 
orations,  Bishop  cannot  avoid  giving  them  a 
blow  in  passing.     He  says,  (p.  43) : 

"  The  Fourth  of  July  occasion,  which  you  im- 
"  agined  yourselves  to  have  earned,  have  been 
"  wrested  from  you  and  they  have  been  per- 
"  verted  into  days  for  chastising  the  enemies  of 
"  administration  by  the  odious  characters  of 
"  illuminatists,  disorganizers  and  atheists  ;  but 
"  as  our  native  tribes,  when  they  are  torturing 
"  a  prisoner,  suffer  him  in  the  interval  of  his 
"  torments  to  sit  and  smoke,  or  eat  with  them, 
"  so  have  these  Federal  gentlemen,  after  a  pub- 
"  lie  wounding  of  you  in  every  part,  suffered 
"  you  to  dine  with  them,  to  toast  men  whom 
"  you  regard  as  despoilers  of  your  rights,  and 
"  to  join  them  in  copious  libations  to  princi- 
"  pies  and  measures  which  you  hold  in  abhor- 
"  rencc;  and  the  penalty  for  your  neglecting  or 
"  refusing  to  do  and  suffer  the  whole  measure 
"  of  torment  has  been  to  hold  you  up  as  a  hiss- 
"  ing  and  by-word — as  Jacobins,  anarchists  and 
"  fit  companions  for  infernal  spirits." 

In  the  Appendix,  he  gives  extracts  from  Jef- 
ferson's Notes  on  Virginia,  in  which  the  latter 
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says :  "  it  is  error  alone  which  needs  the  sup- 
"  port  of  Government.  Truth  can  stand  by  it- 
"  self.  Subject  opinion  to  coercion ;  whom  will 
"  you  make  your  inquisitors  ?  .  .  .  What 
"  has  been  the  effect  of  coercion  ?  To  make 
"  one  half  the  world  fools,  and  the  other  half 
"  hypocrites." 

Unquestionably  this  "  Commencement"  Ora- 
tion was  meant  to  be,  and  did  service  as,  an 
electioneering  document.  But  the  Wallingford 
Oration  which  followed  it,  a  few  months  later, 
was  one  of  the  boldest,  perhaps  some  would 
say,  sauciest  things,  ever  published  in  the  State. 
In  the  preface  {p.  v.)  he  asks :  "  If  we  have 
"  serpents  in  our  country,  shall  we  call  them 
"■doves?  Shall  our  weeds  be  called  flowers, 
"  and  our  barberry  bushes  be  nursed  and  culti- 
"  vated,  lest  the  world  should  know  that  there 
"  is  something  in  New  England  which  will 
"  blast  our  grain?  Shall  the  canker-worm  and 
"  hessian-fly  be  held  sacred  because  they  are 
"  found  in  Connecticut  ?*„.**  Church 
"and  State  cannot  be  better  served  than  by 
u  keeping  them  distinct,  and  by  placing  them 
"  where  they  ought  to  be,  above,  instead  of  be- 
u  neath,  the  control  of  men  who  care  no  more 
"  for  either  than  what  they  can  turn  to  their 
"  personal  benefit." 

As  he  advances  in  his  Oration,  he  takes  up  in 
a  direct  manner,  the  religious  question  which 
was  becoming  the  political  question  of  the 
day.  "  Church  and  State,"  he  says,  (p.  13,) 
"  still  twine  together.  Moses  and  Aaron  find 
"  it  profitable  to  walk  hand  in  hand.  The 
"clergyman  preaches  politics;  the  civilian 
"prates  of  orthodoxy;  and  if  any  man  refuses 
"to  join  the  coalition,  they  endeavor  to  hunt 
"him  down  to  the  tune  of  '  The  Church  is  in 
"  '  danger.'1 "  The  convenience  of  succeeding  in 
"  life  by  bowing  to  these  earthly  potentates,  has 
"  induced  multitudes  to  join  them  ;  and  hence 
"  when  a  foreigner  inquired  of  one  of  our  citi- 
"zens,  what  was  the  most  characteristic  trait  of 
"  New  England,  the  frank  answer  was  this : 
"  we  are  taught  hypocrisy  from  our  cradles :  and 
"  such  an  answer  will  be  always  true,  till  Moses 
■"  and  Aaron  shall  be  contented  to  labor  separ- 
"  ately  in  their  vocations.  The  character  of 
"  those  who  join  this  coalition  from  motives  of 
"convenience,  may  be  well  imagined.  They 
"  are  hypocrites,  and  having  no  righteousness 
"  of  their  own,  they  affect  to  trade  on  the  old 
"  stock,  and  are  always  exclaiming  about  the 
"  piety  of  our  forefathers ;  but  I  have  never 
"  read  of  any  law,  by  which  the  piety  of  the 
"  ancestor  descended,  so  as  to  be  exclusively 
"  claimed  by  his  heirs.  Those  who  live  in  the 
"  midst  of  this  deceitful  union,  will  feel  the 
"  force  of  these  remarks ;  those  who  do  not,  can 
"  but  very  imperfectly  conceive  what  a  barrier 


"it  forms  to  the  introduction  of  any  truth 
"  which  can  diminish  the  power,  wealth  or  in- 
"  fallibility  of  the  fraternity. 

"But  when  these  pretended  friends  of  re- 
"  ligion  lead  infidel  lives ;  when  they  carry  re- 
"  ligion  to  market  and  offer  it  in  exchange  for 
"  luxuries  and  honors ;  when  they  place  it  fa- 
"miliarly  and  constantly  in  the  columns  of 
"  newspapers,  manifestly  connected  with  dec- 
"  tioneering  purposes  ;  and  when  they  offer  it 
"  up  as  a  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  on  the 
"  altar  of  personal  pride  or  political  party — 
•'  these  men  are  placing  a  fire-brand  to  every 
"  Meeting-house,  and  applying  a  torch  to  every 
"  Bible,  They  are  doing  worse ;  by  their  hy- 
"pocrisy,  they  are  attacking  religion  in  the 
"  heart  and  life,  betraying  it,  and  crucifying  ita 
"  author." 

As  to  Church  and  State,  he  says  (p.  41),  they 
"  always  contaminate  each  other,  as  far  as  their 
"  union  extends.  The  clerical  politician  is  an 
"  useless  preacher ;  the  political  Christian  is  a 
"  dangerous  statesman." 

Further  on  (p.  45)  he  remarks,  "  The  riding 
"  of  Meeting-Bowses  is  an  equestrian  feat,  which 
"  might  have  amused,  under  the  ancient  order 
"  of  things,  but  will  be  very  hazardous  to  the 
"  rider,  when  religion  shall  consist  in  the  wor- 
"  ship  of  God,  and  Government  be  devoted  to 
"  the  interests  of  man,  and  when  wisdom  and 
"  knowledge  shall  be  the  stability  of  our  times." 

He  says,  of  the  Election  Sermons,  with 
special  reference  to  that  of  Dr.  A.  Backus, 
and  with  a  general  regard  to  such  as  that  by 
Isaac  Lewis,  that  he  had  read,  with  concern 
and  disgust,  sermons  "in  which  there  is  a 
"little  of  Governor,  a  little  of  Council,  a  little 
"  of  Congress,  much  of  puffing,  much  of  poli- 
"  tics,  and  a  very  little  of  religion — a  strange 
"  compost,  like  a  carrot  pie,  having  so  little  of 
"  the  ingredients  of  the  vegetable  that  the 
"  cook  must  christen  it." 

Mr.  Bishop  addresses  himself  to  the  Clergy, 
and  says,  "  Preach  the  Gospel,  and  let  Robin- 
"  son  and  Baruel  alone.  *  *  *  You  impute 
"infidelity  to  Democrats,  but  you  are  the  men 
"who  cause  infidelity  to  abound.  You  do  not 
"  preach  the  Gospel.  You  talk,  pray,  preach, 
"and  publish  politics.  All  the  sermons  for 
"two  years  past,  aimed  ostensibly  at  Deino- 
"  cratic  infidels  and  infidel  philosophy,  were, 
"  in  fact,  aimed  at  Mr.  Jefferson.  These  things 
"  give  occasion  to  the  enemy  to  blaspheme,  and 
"  say,  "Where  is  your  God  J  You  charge  this 
"state  of  things  to  Democrats;  whereas  no 
"class  of  men  wish  more  ardently  lor  a 
"change.  Strike  at  the  true  cause  of  all 
"this  —  turn  your  daggers  to  the  pride  of 
"  your  own  hearts,  to  your  love  of  the  world 
"  — cease  to  lord  it  over  God's  heritage— send 
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"  no  more  vain  oblations  to  the  Palladium*  and 
"the  Connecticut  Courant."  In  denouncing 
the  Clergy,[he  says,  "  '  Depart,  ye  workers  of  in- 
"  '  iquity,'  will  be  their  sentence,  and  this  will 
"not  be  reversed,  even  though  they  should 
"  add,  '  When  Thy  name  and  Thy  cause  were 
" '  sinking,  we  wrote  Serious  Considerations'1'' 
[ascribed  to  Rev.  Dr.  Linn,  of  N.  Y.]  "  and 
"  Voices  of  Warning"  [ascribed  to  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
M.  Mason],  "  and  issued  pamphlets,  and  even 
"established  Missionary  Societies  and  Pal- 
"  ladiums  to  defend  it."  (p.  42.) 

He  must  have  been  well  assured  of  the  sympa- 
thy of  his  hearers,  to  indulge  in  the  use  of  such 
language  as  this  (p.  68)  :  "  Suffer  me  to  remark 
"  to  you  that  there  is  more  hypocrisy  in  New 
"England  than  in  any  equal  portion  of  the 
"  globe.  Professions  coming  from  men  who  are 
"  known  to  have  no  religion  and  sincerity  will 
"bring  more  in  market  here  than  elsewhere. 
"  Hence,  as  money  always  finds  its  level  where 
"most  is  offered  for  it,  so  hypocrisy  has  found 
"its  level  here.  That  calm  spirit  which  is 
"always  croaking  amidst  the  ruins  of  truth 
"  and  freedom  to  the  tune  of  steady  habits,  has 
"taken  up  its  abode  here.  The  world,  the 
"  flesh,  and  the  Devil  have  their  farms  as  dis- 
"tinctly  bounded  out  in  Connecticut  as  in  any 
"  other  State  of  the  Union ;  and  we  shall  be 
"  unable  to  sustain  ourselves  any  longer  by 
"  boasting  of  our  superior  light  and  virtue." 

While  the  larger  portioi  of  his  remarks  is 
more  historical  than  statistical  or  argumenta- 
tive, and  directed  more  to  popular  prejudice 
than  to  calm  reason,  now  and  then  a  statement 
is  made  which  defines  his  perception  of  the 
violation  of  religious  liberty  by  the  laws  of  the 
State     Take  for  instance  the  following : 

"  The  Trinitarian  doctrine  is  established  by 
"  law,  and  the  denial  of  it  is  placed  in  the 
"  rank  of  felonies,  (p.  183  Statute  look.)  Though 
"  we  have  ceased  to  transport  from  town  to 
"town,  Quakers,  New  Lights  and  Baptists; 
"yet  the  _ dissenters  from  our  prevailing  de- 
"  nomination  are,  even  at  this  moment,  pray- 
"  ing  for  the  repeal  of  those  laws  (certificate  act) 
"which  abridged  the  rights  of  conscience, 
"  By  virtue  of  steady  habits,  obsequiousness 
"  to  the  Clergy  is  accepted  in  lieu  of  respect  for 
"  religion." 

In  1802,  Bishop  brought  out  his  Proofs  of  a 
Conspiracy  against  Christianity  and  the  ^Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  exhilited  in  several 
views  of  the  Union  of  Church  and  State  in  New 
England.  The  very  title  showed  that  it  was 
an  offset  to   Robinson^   Proofs  of  Conspiracy 

,•  tIn,  a  note,  Mr.  Bishop  remarks  that  the  Palladium,  pub- 
lished at  Boston  by  Warren  Dutton,  had  "become  a  com- 
'  mon  sewer  for  abuse  upon  Republicans,  and  a  sink  for 
'  the  dish-water  of  the  political  clergy."  See  Bucking- 
ham's Reminiscences,  iL,  160. 


published  not  long  before,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
pose the  projects  of  a  radical  infidelity  abroad 
and  at  home.  Indefatigable  in  his  efforts,  he 
spared  no  pains  to  turn  the  tide  of  public 
opinion  in  his  favor.  There  were  several  oc- 
currences which,  at  this  juncture,  favored  the 
aims  of  Abraham  Bishop.  His  father,  Samuel 
Bishop,  although  almost  an  octogenarian,  was 
appointed  by  Jefferson  as  Collector  of  the  port 
of  New  Haven ;  and  it  was  evident  to  all  that 
the  reward  bestowed  upon  the  infirm  father 
was  meant  for  the  son,  and  was  designed  to 
support  him  against  the  opposition  which  he 
met  in  public  opinion.  The  various  denomi- 
nations who  were  restive  under  the  legal  main- 
tenance extended  to  the  standing  order,  could 
not  but  recognize  in  him  a  champion.  John 
Leland,  a  leader  among  the  Baptists,  was  a 
zealous  Virginia  Republican ;  and  the  alliance 
between  Baptists  and  Anti-Federalists  was  al- 
ready foreshadowed. 

It  was  doubtless  hastened  by  the  disposal 
which  it  was  at  first  proposed  to  make  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  western  lands,  or 
New  Connecticut.  These  were  devoted  (Octo- 
ber, 1793)  as  a  perpetual  fund,  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  several  Ecclesiastical  Societies, 
&c,  of  all  denominations  within  the  State. 
They  were  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
ministers,  or  where  two-thirds  of  the  parish 
were  opposd  to  this  arrange  ment,  they  might 
be  devoted  to  common  school  purposes,  by 
public  vote.  Such  a  measure,  designed  to 
avoid  collision  with  public  opinion  in  New 
London  County,  where  the  Baptists  were  in 
some  places  predominant,  only  exasperated  the 
whole  body  throughout  the  State,  especially 
when  the  lands  had  been  sold  and  the  law 
was  to  go  into  effect.  They  gathered  very 
generally  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly,  at  Hartford,  strong  not  only  in  num- 
bers, but  in  purpose.  They  had  gone  through 
one  conflict  for  freedom,  they  said,  and  they 
were  now  ready,  if  necessary,  to  take  up  arms 
for  another.  They  were  prepared,  they  de- 
clared, to  shed  their  bfood.f  To  such  an  as- 
semblage, John  Leland,  standing  on  the  East 
steps  of  the  old  Court-house,  addressed  his 
memorable  discourse  :  A  Blow  at  the  Boot.  We 
may  be  sure  that  the  vast  crowd  that  heard 
him,  did  not  disperse  with  any  very  gentle  feel- 
ings toward  the  obnoxious  legislation  that 
threatened  to  give  a  permanent  endowment  to 
the  State  Churches.  That  legislation  could 
not,  and  it  did  not,  stand  ;  and  its  opponents, 
exulting  over  its  repeal,  might   claim   that  to 


tOn  asking  my  venerable  informant,  who  witnessed  the 
scene,  w  hat  they  meant  by  that,  he  kindled  to  earnest  en- 
thusiasm and  simply  repeated  with  emphasis—  "Shed — their 
" — blood." 
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themselves  was  due  in  part  at  least,  the  benefi- 
cent result  which  has  flowed  to  Connecticut 
from  her  magnificent  endowment  for  Common 
Schools. 

To  follow  up  the  publications  of  the  time  in 
which  the  question  of  the  Standing  Order  was 
discussed,  would  be  quite  impracticable ;  but 
some  important  historical  statements  are  con- 
tained in  one,  entitled,  Facts  are  Stubborn 
Things,  or,  Niiie  Plain  Questions  to  the  People 
of  Connecticut,  with  a  brief  reply  to  each.  By- 
Simon  Holdfast,  (Hartford,  1803,  800  p  p.  21.) 
It  was  written  by  a  fast  friend  of  the  Standing 
Order,  and  from  this  we  learn  that :  "  In  May, 
44  1800,  a  meeting  of  the  leading  Democrats  of 
"  this  State  was  holden,  and  they  established 
44  themselves  into  what  they  termed  a  Republi- 
44  can  Society.  This  has  been  continued  ever 
"since.  .  .  The  General  meeting  is  holden 
41  at  Hartford  and  New  Haven,  in  May  and  Octo- 
ber, during  the  Sessions  of  the  Legislature. 
"Delegates  hold  special  Conventions  before 
44  each  Freeman's  meeting.  .  .  .  Such  a  Conven- 
"  tion  was  holden  at  Killingworth,  in  August 
44  last,  (1802?)  Hence  originated  what  was  call- 
"  ed  the  Baptist  Petition  which  was  circulated 
44  through  the  State  and  obtained  several  thou- 
"  sand  signers,  many  of  whom  doubtless 
"  honestly  sought  the  public  good.  After  the 
"  Petition  had  been  sufficiently  circulated,  it 
44  was  thought  proper  to  ask  of  the  General  As- 
"  sembly,  in  May  last,  to  assign  it  for  trial  on  a 
"  particular  day,  perhaps  hoping  that  request 
"  would  be  denied — it  was,  however,  granted  ; 
"  and  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Granger,  it  was 
*'  said,  were  to  advocate  it.  These  gentlemen, 
"  however,  did  not  appear ;  and,  of  course,  no 
44  trial  was  had.  The  Assembly,  still  willing 
41  to  examine  its  merits,  referred  it  to  a  Commit- 
41  tee  of  eighteen  members  from  the  two  Houses, 
44  to  enquire  and  report.  By  this  Committee, 
41  several  of  whom  were  suffered  to  be  its  advo- 
41  cates,  it  was  thoroughly  canvassed,  and  every 
41  gentleman  professed  himself  entirely  satisfied 
"  that  there  was  no  ground  of  complaint  which 
"  this  Legislature  could  remove,  except  John  T. 
"  Peters,  Esq.,  who  declared  that  nothing  short 
44  of  an  entire  repeal  of  the  laws  for  the  support 
"  of  religion  would  accord  with  his  ideas.  A 
"Report  was  accordingly  made;  accepted  by 
"  both  Houses  without  division ;  and  has  since 
41  been  published.  From  that  time,  this  subject 
44  has  slept,  and  probably  the  high  duties  of 
44  the  Postmaster  General  have  precluded  any 
44  further  attention  to  it,  from'Mr.  Granger,"  (pp. 
19,20.) 

But  the  result  here  declared  was  not  final. 
In  various  parts  of  the  State,  the  friends  of  re- 
ligious liberty  were  busy,  and  acting  independ- 
ently of  Mr.   Gideon   Granger,  and  Mr.  Pier- 


pont  Edwards.  "With  the  latter,  especially, 
many  of  them  could  have  little  ground  of  sym- 
pathy. Like  his  nephew  and  former  playmate, 
Aaron  Burr,  he  had  become  an  apostate  from 
his  father's  faith,  and  counted  religion  no  more 
than  a  pawn  on  the  political  chess-board.  It  is 
told  as  a  humorous,  but  well-known,  fact,  that 
while  his  brother,  the  younger  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, was  settled  as  Pastor  of  what  is  now  the 
North  Church  of  New  Haven,  a  tinker  called 
upon  Pierpont,  at  his  house,  in  the  hope  of  se- 
curing a  job.  The  lawyer  replied  that  he  had 
no  work  for  him  himself,  but  that  his  brother, 
who  lived  a  little  distance  off,  might  very  pos- 
sibly employ  him,  for  he  had  a  certain  affair 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Saybrook  Platform, 
that  needed  tinkering  badly. 

Indeed,  a  very  different  man  from  Pierpont 
Edwards  was  John  Sterry,  who  became,  in  the 
year  1800,  the  first  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Norwich.  The  son  of  an  Englishman,  he 
was  born  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
studied  for  a  time  at  Brown  University.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  removed  to  Norwich, 
where  he  established  himself  as  a  printer,  book- 
seller, paper-maker,  author,  and  publisher.  Em- 
inent as  a  mathematician,  he  published  several 
school-books.  He  assisted  Daboll  in  preparing 
his  Almanacs.  He  invented  the  art  of  marble- 
ing  paper,  and  an  improved  method  of  bleach- 
ing cotton.  The  Collection  of  Divine  Songs, 
once  extensively  used  in  the  Baptist  Churches, 
was  compiled  by  him. 

In  1801,  he  issued  an  American  edition  of 
Abraham  Booth's  Essay  on  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ — a  treatise  which  bore  almost  as  severe- 
ly upon  the  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  of  Con- 
necticut, as  upon  the  English  Church  Estab- 
lishment. Not  content  with  this,  he  initiated 
an  enterprise  in  1804,  which  delivered  the  Bap- 
tists from  their  dependence  for  a  public  hearing 
upon  Green's  New  London  Gazette.  In  con- 
nection with  a  partner,  by  the  name  of  Porter, 
he  edited  and  published  The  True  Republican, 
a  sheet  which  has  been  characterized  as  "  very 
41  spirited,  popular  and  useful."  He  ran  up,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  the  "  Republican"  flag,  and 
contended  zealously  for  Religious  Liberty  and  a 
New  State  Constitution.  Among  the  agencies 
destined  to  work  out  this  result,  John  Sterry 
and  his  True  Republican  must  by  no  means  be 
overlooked. 

In  1808,  there  was  reprinted  at  Windham, 
44  by  J.  Byrne,  for  R.  Huntington."  from  the 
London  Edition,  a  12mo  volume  of  over  three 
hundred  pages,  entitled,  A  Review  of  Ecclesi- 
astical Establishments  in  Europe.  It  was  by  the 
Rev.  William  Graham,  Newcastle;  and  was  now 
in  its  44  Second  Edition,  with  Alterations  and 
44  Amendments."     Mr.  Huntington  was  a  drug- 
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gist  in  Windham,  a  friend  to  toleration,  who 
threw  open  his  house  to  travelling  preachers  of 
every  name,  Methodist  or  Christian,  provided 
only  they  did  not  belong  to  the  "  Standing  Or- 
"  der."  In  the  village  library,  he  met  this  work, 
which  by  some  means  had  strayed  across  the 
ocean  and  thus  came  under  his  eye.  It  was  a 
new  commendation  of  it,  that  a  Scotch  dissen- 
ter wrote  it,  and  that  his  hostility  to  all  estab- 
lishments could  be  played  off  against  the  Con- 
gregational predeliction  for  the  Parish  System 
in  Connecticut.  Assisted  by  sympathizing 
friends,  he  procured  the  reprint  of  the  work ; 
and  the  edition  was  bound  by  the  joint  labors 
of  himself  and  his  son. 

A  more  effective  Plea  against  a  Connecticut 
"  Establishment,"  could  not  readily  have  been 
penned  by  Bowles,  Leland  or  Sterry.  With 
some  excess  ot  rhetoric,  it  strikes  telling  blows. 
The  author  says  :  (jp.  10.) 

"  When  any  Government,  therefore,  grants  a 
"  precluding  patronage  to  any  particular  part 
"  of  that  body,  appointing  subscriptions  to  its 
"  Creed  the  legal  condition  of  enjoying  the  com- 
"mon  rights  of  citizens  and  subjects;  neither 
"  is  the  Church,  according  to  the  full  import  of 
"  the  term,  established — nor  does  Government 
"  itself  act  up  to  its  original  ends.  It  suspends 
"  the  duties  it  owes  to  society,  protection,  pat- 
"  ronage  and  encouragement,  on  conditions 
"  which  are  foreign  to  civil  society.  A  partic- 
"  ular  part  alone  is  protected  and  patronized ; 
"  and  other  subjects — other  Christians,  equally 
"  deserving  of  civil  society,  are  robbed  of  their 
"  property  to  enrich  it. — Such  an  establishment 
"  constitutes  its" objects  a  schismatical  body.  It 
"  puts  it  in  their  power  by  law,  to  erect  a  sep- 
"  arate  interest  from  their  brethren,  and  to 
"  pursue  designs,  foreign,  yea,  often  opposite  to 
"  our  common  Christianity — It  authorizes  them 
"  to  insult,  to  persecute,  and  to  kill  their  fellow 
"  Christians  of  other  denominations,  and  of 
"  other  Churches,  belonging  to  the  same  Catho- 
"  lie  body.  It  patronizes  them  in  proudly  ar- 
"  rogating  to  themselves,  after  the  accustomed 
"  manner  of  all  who  are  actuated  by  a  schismat- 
"ical  spirit  the  high-sounding  appellation  of 
"—the  Church." 

His  confidence  that  Christianity  would  sus- 
tain itself  without  leaning  on  the  Secular 
arm,  is  set  forth  in  glowing  lines.     (j>.  255.) 

"  No  !  Christianity  can  never  be  on  a  level 
"with  any  false  religion.  Her  own  intrinsic 
<'  worth  raises  her  infinitely  above  all — even  the 
i'  most  specious  and  the  best  guarded  system  of 
<' imposture.  The  Highest  himself,  has  always 
"  guarded  her  rich  treasures,  and  ever  will  pre- 
"  serve  her  sacred  foundations.  Legions  of 
"  (Jevils,  pouring  from  the  gates  of  hell,  cannot 
4 '  prevail  against  her.     Craft,  aided  by  cruelty, 


"  cannot  move  her  from  her  foundation,  nor  dis- 
"turb  a  single  stone  from  her  superstructure. 
"  Her  weapons,  it  is  true,  are  not  carnal,  but 
"  spiritual ;  but  they  are  always,  and  in  every 
"  conflict,  greatly,  triumphant.  No  daring  foe 
"  could  ever  pluck  the  laurel  from  her  brow  ;  or 
"  snatch  the  palm  from  her  hand.  Her  greatest 
"  enemies  cannot  endure  the  effulgence  of  her 
"  shield  ;  nor  cease  from  trembling  at  the  shak- 
"  ing  of  her  spear.  She  beholds  them  flying 
"  her  approaches  with  precipitate  steps ;  and,  at 
"  a  safe  distance  collecting  their  scattered  re- 
"  mains.  These  her  friends  always  find,  either 
"  deeply  entrenched  in  the  howling  desert  of 
"  ignorance  and  error,  behind  a  strong  breast- 
"  work  of  political  arrangements  and  penal  sta- 
tutes; or  breaking  away  into  the  fortress  of 
"  prejudice,  which,  with  unavailing  pains  they 
"  labor  to  render  impregnable  by  all  the  con- 
"  temptible  arts  of  sophistry,  and  by  all  the 
"mock  artillery  of  profane  wit  and  sarcastic 
"  raillery." 

On  the  same  side  appeared,  in  1810,  a  Sermon, 
by  Henry  Grew,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  Hartford,  with  the  title  of  Christian  Loyalty 
and  "designed  to  illustrate  the  authority  of 
Caesar  and  Jesus  Christ."  In  his  prefatory  noter 
he  says,  "  There  are  some  who  mock  our  con- 
"  scientious  scruples,  and  say  we  only  use  them 
"  to  cover  a  perverse  opposition  to  salutary  in- 
"  stitutions.  We  regret  that  such  persons- 
"  oblige  us  to  remind  them  that  they  echo  the 
"  very  charge  of  the  Beast,  who,  claiming  infal- 
libility, attributed  the  worst  of  motives  to- 
"  them  who  would  not  receive  his  mark  in  their 
"foreheads."  He  adds,  among  other  things, 
that  "If  the  sentiments  advanced  cannot  be 
"  supported  by  the  unerring  word  of  truth,  the 
"  writer  acknowledges  himself  bound  to  re- 
"  nounce  them  ;  and  he  will  pay  a  respectful 
"  attention  to  any  arguments  which  may  be  of- 
"  fered  from  that  source."  Some  sentences  of 
this  discourse  are  quite  pointed  in  their  appli- 
cation to  the  case  in  hand.  "  A  coalition  be- 
"tween  the  true  visible  Gospel  Church  and  the 
"  State,  is  absolutely  incompatible.  There 
"  have  been,  and  still  are,  bodies  of  men  denom- 
"inated  the  Church,  in  connection  with  a  State 
"  or  Kingdom  ;  but  they  are  not  Churches  of 
"  Christ.  They  are  creatures  of  State  policy. 
"  They  are  bodies  without  souls."  He  speaks  of 
"the  amazing  absurdity  of  the  declaration  that 
"  the  Church  of  Christ  will  sink,  if  the  State 
"  does  not  uphold  her."  He  pronounces  it  "  the 
"  hue  and  cry  of  men  of  this  world,  that  they 
"may,  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  more  effec- 
"  tually  advance  their  selfish  designs.  It  is  the 
"  howl  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  in  order  to 
"  get  the  Church  of  Christ  into  his  embraces, 
"  and  stifle  her  to  death."     One  of  his  infer- 
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ences  is,  "  that  no  civil  authority,  no  Parlia- 
"ment,  Legislature,  or  political  body  under 
"  heaven,  have  any  authority  to  enact  any  re- 
"  ligious  laws,  to  appoint  any  day  or  hour  for 
"  religious  -worship,  or  to  dictate,  in  any  rnan- 
"  ner,  respecting  our  religious  faith  and  prac- 
"  tice."  In  such  an  assertion,  the  author  did 
not  go  beyond  the  standard  ot  Baptist  opinion 
in  the  State.  Not  a  few  would  have  employed 
even  stronger  language,  if  it  had  been  possible 
to  command  it. 

But  the  conservative  friends  of  "  the  Stand- 
"  ing  Order  "  were  not  disposed  to  yield  with- 
out a  struggle.  Chauncey  Lee  of  Colebroke 
(1800-1828)  had,  as  early  as  1800,  provoked 
Abraham  Bishop  by  denominating  Satan  the 
"Arch-Jacobin."  In  1813,  he  preached  the 
Election  Sermon  on  The  Government  of  God 
the  True  Source  and  Standard  of  Human 
Government.  In  this  he  sounded  anew  the 
alarm  in  the  hearing  of  the  legislators  of  the 
State,  declaring  (p.  48)  that  at  "  no  time  has 
"  our  Sovereignty  as  a  State  been  more  endan- 
"  gered,  nor  appeared  more  interesting  to  our 
"own  and  country's  happiness." 

An  abler  man  than  Lee  came  forward  with 
his  plea  in  the  following  year. 

In  1814,  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  in  a  Sermon  at 
the  installation  of  Rev.  John  Keys,  at  Woolcot, 
Connecticut,  remarked  that  the  original  law  of 
Connecticut  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel, 
"  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  were  all  of 
"  one  way,"  was  entirely  efficacious,  and  "  se- 
"  cured  to  the  people  of  the  State,  at  least,  four 
"times  the  amount  of  instruction,  which  has 
"  ever  been  known  to  be  the  result  of  merely 
' '  voluntary  associations  for  the  support  of  the 
"  Gospel."  In  a  note  appended  to  this,  he  adds, 
"  It  has  been  said  that  the  '  Gospel  will  support 
"  '  itself,  and  that  civil  laws  have  nothing  to  do 
"  '  with  the  support  of  the  Gospel'  If  it  be 
"  meant  that  the  Gospel  will  exist  in  the  world 
"  though  we  should  neglect  to  support  it  in  Con- 
"  necticut,  it  is  true ;  but  if  the  meaning  be 
"  that  God  will  continue  to  us  a  faithful  niinis- 
"  try,  and  bestow  his  blessing  upon  it,  though 
"  we  should  withhold  the  means  for  its  compe- 
"  tent  support,  it  is  not  true.  .  .  .  And  with 
"  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  religious  in- 
"  struction  shall  be  provided,  no  plan  has  ever 
"  yet  been  adopted  so  effectual  as  Legislative 
"  provisions,  which  shut  out  individual  discre- 
"  tion,  and  require  every  man  to  pay  for  the 
"  support  of  the  Gospel,  according  to  his  prop- 
"  erty.  The  experiment  has  been  fairly  made,  on 
"  our  right  hand  and  on  our  left,  of  what  may 
"be  expected  from  voluntary  associations  and 
"  contributions  for  the  support  of  divine  insti- 
"  tutions.  .  .  .  Even  in  this  State,  since  the 
"  letter  of  the  law  has  become  practicable  and 


"  common,  the  amount  of  religious  instruction 
"provided  by  themselves,  by  that  portion  of 
"  the  population  who  have  reserved  to  their  own 
"discretion  what  they  will  give,  has  dwindled" 

nearly  one-fourth,  according  to  his  estimate. 

Further  on,  he  says,  "  the  vital  principle  of  our 
"system,  that  every  one  shall  pay  according  to 
"  his  property,  somewhere,  for  the  support  of 
"  religious  instruction,  as  a  public  civil  benefit,. 
"  and  for  the  preservation  of  morals  and  good' 
"order  in  the  State,  is  gone.  Every  man  who 
"  chooses  to  do  it,  withdraws,  now,  by  a  little 
"  management,  his  whole  tax  from  the  support 
"  of  the  Gospel ;  and  the  result  is  lamentably 
"  manifest  in  the  multiplication  of  feeble  Soci- 
"  eties  and  waste  places."* 

The  Clergy  did  not  stand  alone  in  their  de- 
fence of  the  Parish  system.  The  great  body  of 
the  Federalists  stood  by  them  to  the  end.  The 
respectable,  the  dignified,  the  influential,  re- 
garded the  attempt  to  secure  a  new  Constitu- 
tion, abolishing  the  Union  of  Church  and  State, 
with  high  disdain.  The  story  is  still  current, 
that  when  the  Petition  of  the  Baptists  for  reli- 
gious liberty  was  presented,  Oliver  Ellsworth, 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  this  State,  was 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  before  whom  it  was  laid.  As  he  receiv- 
ed the  Petition,  he  immediately  threw  it  under 
the  table,  and  putting  his  foot  upon  it,  said, 
"  there  is  where  it  belongs." 

Such  a  proceeding  was  more  exasperating 
than  politic  or  just.  It  provoked  the  opposi- 
tion. The  two  Baptist  Associations  of  the 
State,  at  each  Annual  Meeting,  appointed  a 
Committee  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly 
their  claims  and  complaints.  Every  year  the 
inevitable  subject  came  up.  About  the  year 
1815,  Judge  David  Bolles  secured  a  hearing 
before  the  two  Houses,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
plainants, and  explained  his  views.  There  was 
some,  though  but  slight,  relaxation  of  political 
prejudice.  The  Hartford.  Convention  had  met, 
and  had,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  incurred  no 
little  odium,  which  reverted  to  the  Federal  party. 
Up  to  this  time,  the  Episcopalians,  who  abhorred 
the  "War,  had  been  ranged  in  opposition  to  the 
Republicans.  In  principle  also,  they  could  not 
consistently  join  the  Baptists  in  opposition  to  all 
Church  Establishments.  Their  record  was 
against  them.  The  fault  which  they  had  to  find 
with  the  Ecclesiastical  legislation  of  Connecticut 
was,  that  the  Congregational,  rather  than  Episco- 
pal Church,    was  provided  with  legal  mainten- 


•  In  this  Sermon.  Dr.  Beecher  proposes,  among  remedies, 
itineracy,  evangelists,  charitable  collections"  from  the 
Churches,  or  "a  General  Society "  for  "'building  up  the 
"  wastes  of  the  State,''  weekly  lectures  in  different  parts  of 
the  Congregation,  parochial  Visits,  catechizing,  concert  of 
prayer. 
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ance.  In  1743,  The  Englishman  directed  in 
the  Choice  of  his  Religion,  was  reprinted  in 
this  country  at  the  instance  of  J.  Wetmore, 
whose  prefatory  address  vindicated  the  authority 
of  the  magistrate  in  matters  of  religion ;  and  ap- 
pealed for  sanction  of  this  position  to  New  Eng- 
land History,  the  Saybrook  Platform,  and  Con- 
necticut legislation.  Repeated  indications  were 
given  by  men  who  sympathized  with  him,  that 
they  were  by  no  means  unfriendly  to  a  religious 
establishment,  per  se.  It  is  scarcely  strange  there- 
fore that  we  hear  little  of  the  Episcopalians 
while  this  conflict  of  parties  was  going  forward 
in  Connecticut.  Loyally  did  they  stand  by  the 
old  Federal  Party  even,  while — though  especially 
exempted  from  taxation  for  Congregational  min- 
isters— they  had  yet  some  reason  for  complaint. 
They  could  not  be  readily  drawn  into  the  Anti- 
Church-and-State-Alliance.  Baptists  and  Jeffer- 
sonians  were  not  the  class  with  which  they  chose 
to  consort.  "When  certain  political  managers, 
"in  1816,  were  making  a  combination  of  secta- 
"  rian  influences  to  effect  the  overthrow  of  the 
"old  Federalist  party  in  Connecticut,  and  espec- 
ially of  what  had  been  'the  Standing  Order,' 
' '  they  approached  the  late  Judge  Johnson  of 
' '  Stratford,  (son  of  the  Revolutionary  States- 
"man,  and  grandson  of  the  Church  of  England 
"Missionary,  and  himself  a  graduate  of  Yale) 
"  with  the  proposal  to  make  him  Governor  of  the 
"State,  if  he  would  give  his  influence  to  their 
"scheme,  and  their  proposal  was  promptly  re- 
jected."    {New  Englander  1866,  p.  329.) 

But  it  seemed  no  more  than  right,  by  the  rules 
of  political  ethics,  that  this  loyal  section  of  the 
Federal  Party  should  have  its  reward.  Perhaps 
they  might  feel  that  thev  were  entitled  to  demand 
it.  The  issue  showed  that  the  continued  supre- 
macy of  the  party  in  the  State  depended  on  their 
adherence.  They  did  therefore  virtually  put 
forth  their  claims  to  recognition.  The  Phoenix 
Bank  of  Hartford  desired  a  Charter  of  Incorpor- 
ation ;  and  was  prepared  to  pay  a  liberal  bonus  for 
it.  To  secure  the  cooperation  of  diverse  political 
elements,  the  Bill  for  it  was  so  drawn  as  to  offer 
to  Tale  College  Medical  School  a  liberal  sum  ; 
to  the  Congregational  ministry  of  the  State,  a  cer- 
tain amount ;  and  to  Episcopalians,  a  sum  which 
was  designated  as  the  Bishop's  fund,  the  interest 
of  which  was  to  be  devoted  to  his  support. 

The  Episcopal  leaders  insisted  on  the  passing 
of  this  Bill.  They  were  conscious  of  their 
strength,  and  they  meant  to  use  it.  Nor,  in  this 
new  era,  were  they  altogether  exempt  from  the 
contagion  of  Republican  or  radical  opinion. 
Some,  at  least,  among  them  heartily  detested  the 
Saybrook  Platform  and  all  the  subsequent  legis- 
lation by  which  it  was  maintained.  Several 
years  before  the  period  which  we  have  reached,  a 
pamphlet,  without  author's  name  or  place  of  pub- 


lication, was  issued,  undoubted; y  if  not  by  an  in- 
dignant Episcopalian,  at  least  by  one  who  under- 
stood how  to  reach  their  feelings,  which  reveals 
the  under-current  of  which  the  Federalists  should 
have  taken  warning.  It  is  entitled,  An  Appeal 
to  the  Candid  upon  the  present  state  of  Religion 
and  Politics  in  Connecticut,  (12mo  pp.  23.) 
In  this  there  is  an  adroit  array  of  facts  and  insin- 
uations, well  calculated  to  alienate  Episcopalians 
from  the  Federal  alliance.  The  writer  states,  for 
instance,  that  "  the  present  worthy  Episcopal  Cler- 
gyman* in  that  town  (New  Haven)  has  educa- 
ted three  sons  at  Yale,  and  they  have  been 
"obliged  to  pass  the  door  of  the  Church  every 
"  Sunday,  and  go  to  the  meeting  in  College," 
(p.  4.)  He  had  already  stated  that  not  long  after 
an  Episcopal  Church  was  founded  at  New  Haven, 
the  sons  of  the  then  Episcopal  clergyman  (Mr. 
Punderson)  were  fined  during  the  whole  time  of 
their  residence  in  College,  for  attending  divine 
service  with  their  father.  The  writer  could  not 
have  been  aware  that  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
wrote  a  letter  to  President  Clap,  protesting 
against  this  regulation ;  or  he  would  doubtless 
have  mentioned  it.  He  proceeds  however  to  ar- 
ray his  charges  against  the  College  and  its  man- 
agers. "President  Dwight,"  he  asserts,  "is 
"  making  great  strides  after  universal  control  in 
"  Connecticut,  New  England  and  the  United 
"  States,  over  religious  opinions  and  politics," 
(p.  91.)  "  The  oppressive  (State)  laws,"  he  con- 
tinues, "  which  art,  war,  violence  and  stratagem 
' '  have  obtained,  are  unrepealed,  from  the  influ- 
"  ence  of  the  Edwardian  and  Calviuistic  party." 
"Men have  been  dragged  to  prison,"  he  says, 
' '  and  their  property  sold  at  public  auction, .  to 
"maintain  systems  of  Faith  and  Discipline,  which 
' '  they  neither  believe  nor  follow. "  "  In  no  pe- 
"  riod  since  the  planting  of  Connecticut,  did  big- 
' '  otry  usurp  more  over  others  than  at  this  time, 
"in  every  County,  town,  parish  and  neighbor- 
"  hood  ;  and  chiefly  from  the  doings  of  the  Col- 
"lege,  and  opinions  circulated  from  thence. 
"  The  President  is  attempting  to  direct  all  the 
' '  public  affairs,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  literary, 
' '  military  and  political  .  .  Dr.  Stiles  was  a 
' '  bigot,  active,  obstinate  and  persevering  ;  but 
"  Dr.  D  wight's  little  finger  will  be  greater  than 
"Dr.  Stiles'e  loins.  Dr.  Stiles  chastised  with 
"  the  whips  of  sermons  and  letters  upon  politics ; 
"  but  Dr.  Dwight  will  scourge  with  the  Scorpion 
"of  Calvinism  and  Edwardianism,  the  Scorpion 
"of  Polemic  divinity,  party  politics,  poetry,  sat- 
' '  irical  writings,  the  triumph  of  Infidelity,  and 
"  the  prejudices  circulated  by  young  men  and 
1 '  young  divines  taught  by  him  ...  At  this 
"time,  Connecticut  is  more  completely  under 
"  the  administration  of  a  Pope  than  Italy;  is  more 
"an  ecclesiastical  domain." 


'  This  w»a  the  ReT  Dr.  Bela  Hubbard. 
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The  tone  of  such  an  Appeal  indicates  a  de- 
gree of  feeling  which  would  spare  no  effort  to 
alienate  the  Episcopalians  from  the  Federal 
party,  and  bring  them  over  to  the  side  of  their 
opponents.  The  Bill  before  the  Assembly,  drawn 
in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  a  civil  recognition  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  was  to  test  the  question 
how  much  the  Federalists  were  willing  to  con- 
cede to  retain  their  old  allies  and  give  a  longer 
lease  to  "  the  Standing  Order." 

It  was  vigorously  assailed  and  warmly  de- 
fended. Every  Methodist,  every  Baptist,  every 
«Come-outer  from  the  "  Standing  Order,"  was  in 
sworn  opposition  to  it.  With  Episcopal  help, 
the  united  Federalists  might  pass  it ;  but  it  was 
a  bitter  pill  to  swallow.  Not  that  they  repudi- 
ated its  provisions  on  the  same  grounds  with 
the  other  party,  but  that  they  felt  that  a 
Bishop's  fund  and  civil  recognition  of  Episco- 
pacy were  a  high  price  to  pay  for  what  they 
were  like  to  get.  But  the  alternative  was  be- 
fore them.  It  was  distinctly  and  even  eloquently 
presented.  If  the  alliance  was  continued — this 
was  the  practical  meaning  of  the  language — 
the  allies  must  have  their  price.  Nathan 
Smith,  a  lawyer  of  New  Haven  and  a  shrewd 
political  manager,  is  said  to  have  made  the 
■closing  speech  in  the  Assembly  in  favor  of  the 
Bill.  His  peroration  was  thrillingly  eloquent. 
He  gave  warning  of  the  consequences,  revolu- 
tionary, perhaps,  and  disastrous,  which  would 
follow  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  As  he  closed, 
there  was  a  deep  silence ;  and  if  the  question 
bad  then  been  put,  the  Bill  might,  perhaps, 
have  passed.  But,  during  that  suspense  of  feel- 
ing which  followed  the  speech,  as  if  at  the 
close  of  a  sermon,  when  the  audience  could  not 
be  released  without  some  appropriate  closing 
exercise,  a  shrill  voice  was  heard  calling  out 
"  Mr.  Speaker  !  Mr.  Speaker  !  shall  we  sing  ?" 
The  ridiculousness  of  the  proposal  produced 
an  instant  revulsion  of  feeling  ;  and  the  whole 
Assembly,  that  but  just  now  was  thrilled  with 
fear  and  apprehension,  broke  forth  in  a  burst  of 
laughter.  The  fate  of  the  Bill  was  sealed.  The 
Episcopalians  were  thenceforth  alienated  from 
the  Federalists.  The  Republicans  were  rein- 
forced with,  perhaps,  somewhat  strange  but 
very  decidedly  respectable  allies  ;  and,  in  1816, 
Jonathan  Ingersoll  of  New  Haven,  Senior 
Warden  of  Trinity  Church,  was  elected,  of 
course  by  the  aid  of  Republican  votes,  Lieu- 
tenant-governor of  the  State,  "  the  first  Dis- 
"senter  from  the  Standing  Order  who  was  ever 
"  elected  to  that  office  in  Connecticut." 

In  the  same  year,  an  Act  was  passed,  de- 
signed— if  we  may  draw  inferences  from  the 
general  scope  of  it — to  secure  the  endorsement 
of  the  principle  of  a  Church  and  State  Union, 
by  the  different  dissenting  denominations.     It 
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held  out  a  bribe  to  each,  in  the  form  of  an  ap- 
propriation from  the  amount  of  money  paid 
over  to  the  State  by  the  General  Government, 
for  the  excess  of  its  expenditures  during  the 
War.  S 

This  "  Appropriation  Act  for  the  Support  of 
"Literature  and  Religion"  was  not  without 
effect  in  hastening  the  crisis.  It  is  adverted  to 
in  the  vigorously  written  pamphlet  of  1817, 
entitled  The  Politics  of  Connecticut,  and  is 
characterized  as  "terms  known  to  be  thrown 
"  out,"  "by  the  ruling  denomination,"  "  merely  to 
"  pacify,  to  delude  and  gain  time."    The  amount 


—some  $auu,000  which  was  paid  to  the  State 
by  the  General  Government — was  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  several  denominations,  somewhat 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers.  The  writer  of 
the  pamphlet  predicts  its  rejection  by  them. 
"  The  effect,"  he  says,  "  of  this  State  stratagem 
"  has  been  lost  upon  that  very  numerous  and 
"  flourishing  class  of  the  community  —  the 
"  Methodists.  *  *  They  have,  withjja  noble 
"  indignation  worthy  of  their  profession,  spurned 
"  from  them  the  poisoned  cup,  and  escaped  the 
"  snare  set  to  entrap  them." 

He  proceeds  to  say:  "This  perversion  of  civil 
"revenue  to  a  religious  establishment,  makes 
"  Government  a  pander  to  the  Church,  and 
"  contradicts  every  principle  of  legislation  in  a 
"  free  State.  .  .  Our  legislators  have,  conse- 
"  quently,  gone  beyond  the  warrant  of  their 
"  commission ;  they  have  transcended  their 
"  powers  ;  they  have  violated  their  trust.  They 
"  should  be  recalled — their  credentials  cancelled 
"  — and  themselves  dismissed." 

So,  doubtless,  thought  many  who  did  not 
possess  the  virtue  to  resist  the  bribe.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  distribute  to  the 
Baptists  their  portion  of  the  fund,*  was  op- 
posed, in  principle,  to  the  Appropriation  Act, 
and  declined  to  fulfil  his  appointment.  But 
some  of  his  brethren  were  not  so  firm  in  oppo- 
sition. They  demanded  their  share,  and  threat- 
ened to  invoke  the  power  of  the  law  to  secure 
it.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Committee  was 
compelled  to  act,  and  the  money  was  dis- 
tributed. But  more  was  lost  than  gained  by 
the  measure.  It  disgusted  many  who  would. 
not  forego  its  benefits,  and  helped  forward  the 
event  which  it  was  designed  to  postpone  if  not 
to  obviate.  Popular  sentiment  revolted  alike 
against  the  commingling  of  matters  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  and  the  appropriation  of  civil 
funds  to  religious  purposes.  The  false  princi- 
ple of  the  union  of  Church  and  State  was  more 
distinctly  exposed,  and  the  reprobation  of  it  by 
the  people  was  more  emphatically  assured. 

All  that   followed  was  simply  the  necessary 


*  Rev.  Augustus  Bollcs,  who  gave  me  the  information. 
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result,  and  a  matter  of  detail.  In  1818,  Govern- 
or Wolcott  appointed  the  Rector  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  Haven,  to  preach  the  annual 
election  Sermon,  the  first  time  in  Connecticut 
history  that  the  service  was  performed  by  a 
dissenter  from  the  ecclesiastical  establishment. 
In  that  year,  the  new  Constitution,!  with  no 
trace  of  the  parish  system  in  it,  went  into 
effect.  There  were  not  a  few  who  were  ready 
to  exult  that  persistent,  conscientious  effort  in 
the  cause  of  entire  religious  liberty,  was  at 
last  crowned  with  success.  One  Baptist  clergy- 
man, at  least,  was  a  member  of  the  Convention 
that  formed  the  Constitution.  Another,  then 
in  his  prime,  and  still  surviving  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three  years,  felt  that  a  burden  was 
thrown  from  his  shoulders.  Year  after  year,  he 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Baptist  Association, 
on  their  Committee,  to  present  their  cause  be- 
fore the  Legislature ;  but  when  the  Bill  for  a 
new  Constitution  passed  the  House,  he  stepped 
back,  and,  turning  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
simply  said,  "  I  withdraw  my  Petition."  For 
just  one  half-century,  Connecticut  has  stood 
forth  free  from  all  restrictions  on  religious  lib- 
erty. What  was  once  "  the  Standing  Order  " 
are  foremost  to  applaud  her  emancipation ; 
and,  however  the  State  may  have  degener- 
ated from  the  sterling  virtues  of  her  colonial 
founders,  two  centuries  of  experience  have  ex- 
ploded the  errors  of  their  early  policy. 


APPENDIX—  A. 

The  Report  op  Rev.  Eliztjr  Goodrich,  D. 
D.,  to  the  Convention  op  Delegates  from 
the  Synod  op  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia and  from  the  Associations  of  Con- 
necticut,   HELD    ANNUALLY,   FROM   1766  TO 

1775,  inclusive. 

The  state  of  Religious  Liberty  in  Connecticut,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  is  very  fairly  presented 
in  a  document  prepared  by  Rev.  Blizur  Goodrich,  D.  D.,  of 
Durham,  Connecticut,  and  presented  by  him  to  the  "  Con- 
tention of  Delegates  from  the  Synod  of  New  York  and 
"  Philadelphia  and  from  the  Associations  of  Connecticut" — 
a  body  which  met  annually  from  1766  to  1715,  and  of  which 
Dr.  Goodrich  was  a  conspicuous  member.  He  was  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  a  Statement  on  the  subject  of  Religious  Lib- 
erty in  the  Colony ;  and  this  Statement,  which  he  elaborate- 
ly prepared,  seems  a  fitting  conclusion  to  the  preceding 
sketch.  We  have  merely  appended  notes  with  reference  to 
the  provisions  found  in  the  Revised  Acts  and  Laws  of  17S4. 

The  paper  of  Doctor  Goodrich  is  as  follows : 

The  Charter  of  this  Colony   was  granted  by 
King  Charles  the   Second,  A.  D.  1662,  with 

t  The  Convention  for  forming  a  Constitution  was  directed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  1818,  to  meet  on  the  Fourth 
Wednesday  of  August,  and  frame  a  Constitution.  This 
was  to  be  submitted  to  the  popular  vote,  and,  if  ratified,  to 
go  into  effect. 


ample  powers  and  privileges  of  legislation  and 
government,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  liber- 
ties and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  subjects. 
The  Government  and  Company  are  empowered 
to  ordain  and  establish  all  manner  of  whole- 
some and  reasonable  laws  for  regulating  all 
the  affairs  of  the  Colony ;  and,  after  a  number 
of  particulars,  there  is  this  general  Clause  res- 
pecting Religion :  "  And  for  the  directing, 
"  ruling,  and  disposing  all  other  matters  and 
"  things  whereby  our  said  people,  inhabitants 
"  there,  may  be  so  religiously,  peaceably,  and 
"  civilly  governed  as  their  good  life  and 
"  orderly  conversation  may  win  and  invite  the 
"  natives  of  the  country  to  the  knowledge  and 
"  obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and  Saviour 
"  of  mankind,  which,  in  our  royal  intention  and 
"  the  adventurers'  free  profession,  is  the  only 
"  and  principal  end  of  this  Plantation."  This 
declaration  of  King  Charles,  in  the  Charter, 
most  probably  hath  reference  to  something  con- 
tained in  the  Petition  on  which  it  was  granted. 
The  original  settlement  of  the  New  England 
Colonies  was  much  owing  to  religious  zeal ;  for 
though  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  set- 
tle this  land,  and  great  sums  spent  for  that 
purpose,  yet  all  proved  abortive  till  religion 
was  the  grand  inducement,  and  oppression 
drove  multitudes  from  their  native  soil.  It  is 
probable,  that  if  the  same  liberty  of  conscience 
had  always  been  enjoyed  in  England  that  there 
is  at  present, — if  corruption  and  arbitrary 
power  had  not  usurped  the  rights  of  mankind, 
this  country  would  still  have  remained  a 
wilderness.  If  peace  and  purity,  truth  and 
liberty  could  have  been  enjoyed  at  home,  the 
arduous  undertaking  of  settling  this  country 
would  have  wanted  men  of  great  abilities  and 
noble  fortunes,  who,  for  the  sake  of  their  con- 
sciences, cheerfully  engaged  and  went  through 
the  amazing  horrors,  dangers,  and  inconve- 
niences of  this  then  dreary  wilderness.  And 
as  the  first  planters  came  almost  wholly  upon 
religious  views,  so  we  have  no  reason  to  think 
but  that  they  were  sincerely  desirous  of  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen  natives,  and,  indeed, 
from  the  history  of  those  times,  we  are  assured 
of  the  great  zeal  they  discovered  in  this  matter, 
and  of  the  pains  that  were  taken  to  spread  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  among  them,  that 
they  might  with  truth  declare  that  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Redeemer's  cause  and  interest  was 
the  great  and  principal  end  of  the  Plantation. 

The  same  zeal  and  engagedness  for  religion  ap- 
pear in  the  Grants  of  the  General  Court  for  the 
making  of  Towns  and  Societies,  and  in  the  Peti- 
tions prepared  for  that  purpose  ;  but,  though  we 
have  most  undoubted  cause  to  honor  the  fathers 
of  New  England,  and  in  particular  of  this  Colony, 
as  men   of  great  integrity,  strict  probity,  and 
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sincere  piety,  yet  we  must  own  there  was  a  mix- 
ture of  superstition  in  their  religious  sentiments; 
and  though  they  fled  their  native  land  that  they 
might  be  free  from  religious  oppression  and  enjoy 
a  worship  agreeable  to  their  consciences,  yet  we 
must  lament  they  understood  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  religious  liberty  no  better  than  by  their 
laws  and  oppression  of  other  sects,  they  seemed  to 
do;  we  must,  indeed,  impute  this  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  not  to 
the  general  principles  they  professed  or  the  na- 
ture of  that  Church  policy  they  embraced.  The 
general  principles  they  professed  were  truly  Pro- 
testant— that  the  only  rule  of  religion  is  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  the  fixed,  sufficient  and  invariable 
canon,  incapable  of  addition  or  diminution;  and 
that  every  one  must  see  to  it,  that  his  faith  be  re- 
solved into  this  foundation,  as  the  reason  of  it ; 
and  on  this  principle  they  framed  their  platform 
of  Faith  and  Worship,as  in  their  view  most  agree- 
able to  the  Scriptures.  The  Faith  they  professed 
was,  in  general,  the  same  as  that  contained  in  the 
doctrinal  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and,  afterwards,  in  the  Assembly's  Catechisms  and 
Confession.  The  ecclesiastical  polity  they  adop- 
ted was  what  is  called  the  Congregational  way. 
Happy,  if  while  they  supported  and  maintain- 
ed their  own  sentiments  and  worship,  they  had 
granted  a  reasonable  and  equitable  toleration  to 
persons  of  different  persuasions;  but,  though  this 
was  not  granted  at  first,  yet  the  principles  of  lib- 
erty adopted  in  the  general  profession  of  these 
Churches  led  to  it.  Here  the  Scripture  was  en- 
joyed,and  holden  to  be  the  only  sufficient  rule;  the 
study  of  it  was  encouraged ;  the  Churches  were 
so  constituted  that  the  members  enjoyed  pecu- 
liar privileges,  and  especially  that  of  choosing 
their  own  Ministers,  in  which  all  shared  who 
were  obliged  to  contribute  to  their  support. 
This  naturally  leads  to  exercise  the  right  of  pri- 
vate judgment  in  matters  of  religion  ourselves, 
and  to  see  that  the  same  should  be  allowed  oth- 
ers ;  nor  is  there  any  of  our  Christian  liberties 
more  to  be  attended  and  guarded  than  this  of 
choosing  our  own  teachers.  Thus  the  princi- 
ples professed,  and  the  nature  of  ecclesiastical 
policy  originally  adopted,  had  a  friendly  aspect 
on  religious  liberty,  and  by  degrees  have  ban- 
ished whatever  might  be  esteemed  injurious  and 
oppressive  of  those  who  dissent  from  the  Estab- 
lished Churches,  as  we  shall  find  by  review  of 
the  ecclesiastical  Laws  of  this  Colony. 

The  Laws  of  this  Colony  have  been  sundry 
times  revised  and  published  by  order  of  the 
General  Assembly,  particularly  in  or  about  the 
years  1672,  1702,  and  1750.  A  view  of  the  reli- 
gious and  ecclesiastical  Laws  as  they  are  found 
in  these  several  Editions,  with  the  variations 
made  from  time  to  time,  will  give  some  proper 
knowledge,  not  only  of  the  present  state  of  re- 


ligious liberty,  but  of  the  progress  of  it  tram  the 
first  settlement  of  the  Colony  to  this  day. 

The  Laws  I  shall  mention  relate  to,  or  maybe 
ranked  under  the  following  titles  or  heads  of, 
Idolatry  —  Witchcraft  —  Blasphemy  —  Deism — 
Heresy — Profane  Swearing— ( 'liurcli  State— Pub- 
lic Worship — Sabbath,  or  Lord's  Day— Ministers 
and  their  Support. 

There  are  some  of  these  which  might  be 
omitted,  as  having  but  little  concern  in  the 
present  inquiry ;  and  yet  as  in  one  view  they 
may  be  reduced  to  the  head  of  religion,  I  shall 
just  touch  upon  them,  nor  will  it  be  altogether 
useless  to  the  design  of  these  extracts,  as  there- 
by we  may  have  a  more  full  view  of  the  present 
subject,  as  it  hath  been  treated  of  in  the  Laws 
of  this  Colony. 

I.  Op  Idolatry. 

"  If  any  man  or  woman,  after  legal  conviction, 
"  shall  have  or  worship  any  other  God  but  the 
"  Lord  God.  he  shall  be  put  to  death." 

II.  Of  Witchcraft. 

u  If  any  man  or  woman  be  a  witch,  that  is, 
"  hath  or  consulteth  with  a  familar  spirit,  they 
"  shall  be  put  to  death."  ^ 

These  Laws  against  idolatry  and  witch  craft 
are  found  in  the  same  words  in  the  first  and 
second  Editions,  but  are  entirely  omitted  in  the 
third. 

III.  Of  Blasphemy. 

"  If  any  person  within  this  Colony  shall  bias- 
"  pheme  the  name  of  God  the  Father,  Son,  or 
"  Holy  Ghost,  with  direct,  presumptous,  and 
"  high-handed  blasphemy ;  or  shall  curse  in 
"  like  manner,  such  persons  shall  be  put  to 
"  death." 

This  is  found  in  all  the  Editions  of  the  Laws, 
and  is  now  in  force.* 

IV.  Of  Deism. 

"  If  any  person  within  this  Colony,  having 
"  been  educated  in  or  having  made  a  profession 
"  of  the  Christian  religion,  shall  by  writing, 
"  printing,  teaching  or  advised  speaking,  deny 
"  the  Being  of  a  God,  or  any  one  of  the  Persons 
"  in  the  Holy  Trinity  to  be  God :  or  shall  assert 
"  and  maintain  there  are  more  Gods  than  one  : 
"or  shall  deny  the  Christian  religion  to  be 
"  true,  or  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
"  New  Testament  to  be  of  divine  authority,  and 
"be  thereof  convicted,"  &c,  such  persons  to  be 


*  It  is  not  found  however  in  the  revision  of  1784.  neither 
is  anything  said  of  Witchcraft  or  Idolatry.— E.  H.  G. 
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incapable  of  any  office,  ecclesiastical,  civil,  or 
military. 

This  Act  is  not  found  in  the  first  or  second, 
but  only  in  the  third,  Edition  of  the  Laws,  and  is 
still  in  force.* 

V.  Of  Heresy. 

"  This  Court  being  sensible  of  the  danger 
"  persons  are  in  of  being  poisoned  in  their  judg- 
"ments  and  principles  by  heretics,  whether 
"  Quakers,  Ranters,  Adamites,  or  the  like,  do 
"  see  cause  to  order  that  no  persons  in  this 
"  Colony  shall  give  any  unnecessary  entertain- 
"ment  unto  any  Quaker,  Ranter,  Adamite,  or 
"  other  notorious  heretic,  upon  penalty  of  five 
"  pounds  for  ever  such  person's  entertainment, 
"  to  be  paid  by  him  that  shall  so  entertain 
"  them ;  and  five  pounds  per  week  shall  be 
"  paid  by  each  Town  that  shall  suffer  their  enter- 
tainment aforesaid." 

The  Governor  and  Assistants  are  also  em- 
powered by  this  Act  to  commit  such  heretics  to 
prison  or  send  them  out  of  the  Colony :  No 
person  allowed  any  unnecessary  discourse  with 
them ;  and  their  books  forbidden  to  all  except 
Magistrates  and  Ministers. 

These  Laws  are  the  same  in  the  first  and, 
Second  Editions,  but  in  the  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  the  year  1706,  as  far  as  they  respect 
Quakers,  they  are  repealed :  otherwise  I  find  not 
but  they  were  in  force  till  the  third  Edition  of 
1750,  in  which  they  are  wholly  omitted.f 

VI.   Op  Profane  Swearing  and  Cursing 

An  Act  against  Profane  Swearing  and  Cursing- 
"  Be  it  enacted,  &c,  That  if  any  person  with- 
"  in  this  Colony,  shall  swear  rashly,  vainly,  or 
"  profanely,  either  by  the  holy  name  of  God  or 
"  any  other  oath  ;  or  shall  sinfully  and  wickedly 
"  curse  any  person  or  persons,  such  person  so  of- 
"  fending  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  before 
"  any  one  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for- 
"  felt  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of 
"  six  shillings,"  &c,  and  if  unable,  to  sit  in  the 
stocks.:]: 

VI.  Of  Persons  embodying  into  Church 
State. 

"  It  is  ordered  by  the  authority  of  this  Court, 
"  that  no  persons  within  this  Colony  shall,  in  any 
"  wise,  embody  themselves  into  Church  estate 
"  without  consent  of  the  General  Court  and  ap- 
"  probation  of  neighbor  Churches." 

This  Law  is  found  in  the  first  and  second  Edi- 
tions, ;  and  as  I  find  no  legal  repeal  of  it,  I  sup- 

•  This  does  not  occur  in  the  revision  of  1784.— E.  H.  G. 
t  Oniitted  also  in  the  revision  of  1T84.— E.  H.  G. 
t  This  is  retained  in  the  revision  of  1784,  the  only  change 
being  that "  State  "  takes  the  place  of  Colony.— E.  H.  G. 


pose  it  stood  in  force  till  the  Laws  were  revised 
and  published  in  1750,  in  which  Edition  it  is 
wholly  omitted.* 

VIII.     Of  Public  Worship. 

"  It  is  also  ordered  by  this  Court,  that  there 
"  shall  be  no  ministry,  or  church  administration 
"  entertained  or  attended  by  the  inhabitants  of 
"  any  Plantation  in  this  Colony,  distinct  and  sep- 
"  arate  from  and  in  opposition  to,  that  which  is 
"  openly  and  publicly  observed  and  dispensed 
"  by  the  approved  Minister  of  the  place,  except 
"  it  be  by  approbation  of  this  Court  and  neighbor 
"  Churches."  Penalty,  five  pounds. 

This  Law  is  found  in  the  first  and  second  Edi- 
tions, but  before  the  third  Edition,  several  Laws 
intervened,  relative  to  this  matter. 

The  Churches  originally  approved  were  those 
of  the  Congregational  persuasion,  with  an  al- 
lowance of  those  who  were  Presbyterially  in- 
clined in  their  persuasion  and  profession  in 
church-ways  or  assemblies,  without  disturbance. 

Care  was  taken,  that  the  ministry  of  the  word 
should  be  established  in  every  Town  and  Plant- 
ation ;  and  wherever  it  was  established  and  ap- 
proved, every  person  was  obliged  to  attend  res- 
pectively on  the  Lord's  day  and  such  other  days 
as  were  appointed  by  authority,  upon  certain 
penalties  to  be  inflicted  by  the  Magistrate  :  and 
all  contemptuous  behavior  toward  the  word 
preached  or  the  dispenser  of  it,  was  severely 
punished. 

No  public  assemblies  for  religion  were  allow- 
ed but  with  express  consent  of  the  General 
Court ;  nor  do  I  find  anything  which  looks  like 
an  Act  of  Toleration,  till  the  year  1708,  being  the 
seventh  year  of  Queen  Anne,  when  the  General 
Assembly  passed  the  following  "  Act  for  the 
"  ease  of  such  as  soberly  dissent  from  the  way 
"  of  Worship  and  Ministry  established  by  the 
"  Laws  of  this  Government." 

"  It  is  enacted  and  ordained  by  the  Governor, 
"  Council,  and  Representatives  in  the  General 
"  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
"  same,  for  the  ease  of  such  as  soberly  dissent 
"  from  the  way  of  Worship  and  Ministry  estab- 
"  lished  by  the  ancient  Laws  of  this  Colony,  and 
"still  continuing,  that  if  any  such  persons  shall, 
"  at  the  County  Court  of  that  County  they  belong 
"  to,  qualify  themselves  according  to  an  Act 
"  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  late  King  Wil- 
"  liam  and  Queen  Mary,  granting  liberty  of 
"  worshipping  God  in  a  way  separate  from  that 
"  which  is  by  Law  established,  they  shall  enjoy 
"the  same  liberty  and  privilege  within  thisCol- 
"  ony,  without  any  let,  hindrance,  or  molestation 
"  whatsoever."  * 

In  the  same  Act  it  is  provided,  that  this  allow- 
ance or  toleration  shall  make  no  alterations  in 

*  Omitted  in  the  revision  of  1784.— E.  H.  G. 
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respect  of  ministerial  support :  the  only  privilege 
it  gives  to  persons  who  qualify  themselves  as 
above  is  public  allowance  of  worshipping  God  in 
a  way  agreeable  to  their  consciences,  though  dif- 
ferent from  the  established  and  approved ;  and 
hence  in  subsequent  Laws,  such  assemblies  for 
worship  are  said  to  be   "  allowed." 

The  same  year,  the  General  Assembly  passed 
the  following  Act,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  Appro- 
"  bation  of  the  Agreement  of  the  Reverend  Elders 
44  and  Messengers  of  all  the  Churches  in  this 
M  Government,  made  and  concluded  at  Saybrook, 
"  1708. 

44  The  Reverend  Ministers  and  Delegates  from 
"the  Elders  and  Messengers  of  the  Churches  in 
"  this  Government,  met  at  Saybrook,  September 
44  the  ninth,  1708,  having  presented  to  this  Assem- 
ubly  a  Confession  of  Faith,  Heads  of  Agreement 
v  and  Regulation  in  the  administration  of 
44  Church  Discipline,  as  unanimously  agreed  and 
"  consented  to  by  the  Elders  and  Messengers  of  all 
"  the  Churches  in  this  Government. 

44  This  Assembly  do  declare  their  great  appro- 
44  bation  of  such  agreement,  and  do  ordain  that 
44  all  the  Churches  within  this  Government,  that 
44  are  or  shall  be  thus  united  in  doctrine,  wor- 
44  ship  and  discipline,  be,  and  for  the  future  shall 
44  be,  owned  and  acknowledged  established  by 
"Law. 

44  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  shall 
44  be  intended  or  construed  to  hinder  or  pre- 
44  vent  any  Society  or  Church  that  is  or  shall  be 
*4  allowed  by  the  Laws  of  this  Government,  who 
44  soberly  differ  or  dissent  from  the  united 
44  Churches  hereby  established,  from  exercising 
44  worship  and  discipline  in  their  own  way,  ac- 
*'  cording  to  their  consciences  ." 

I  find  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  that  proper- 
ly comes  under  this  head,  Jill  the  year  1742, 
when  the  General  Court  passed  an  Act  entitled 
44  An  Act  for  regulating  abuses  and  correcting 
44  disorders  in  ecclesiastical  affairs."  I  shall 
recite  the  Preamble  of  this  Act,  though  lengthy, 
and  give  an  abridgment  of  the  matters  contain- 
ed in  it. 

44  Whereas  this  Assembly  did  by  their  Act  made 
"  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late 
44  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  establish  and  confirm  a 
44  Confession  of  Faith,  and  an  Agreement  of  ec- 
44  clesiastical  discipline,  made  at  Saybrook,  A.  D. 
44 1708,  by  the  Reverend  Elders  and  the  Messen- 
44  gers  delegated  by  the  Churches  in  this  Colony  for 
41  that  purpose,  under  which  establishment  his 
44  Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  in  this  Colony  have 
44  enjoyed  great  peace  and  quietness,  till  of  late 
44  sundry  persons  have  been  guilty  of  disorderly 
44  and  irregular  practices  :  whereupon  the  Assem- 
44  bly,  in  October  last,  did  direct  to  the  calling  a 
44  General  Consociation,  to  sit  at  Guilford,  in 
44  November   last,   which    said    Consociation   was 


'*  convened  accordingly:  at  which  Convention  it 
"was  endeavored  at  prevent  the  growing  disorder* 
"  among  the  Ministers  that  have  been  ordained  or 
"  licensed  by  the  Associations  in  this  Government, 
41  and  likewise  to  prevent  divisions  and  disorders 
" among  the  Churches  and  ecclesiastical  Societies 
14  settled  by  order  of  this  Assembly :  notwith- 
44  standing  which  divers  of  the  Ministers  orda&ied 
"  as  aforesaid,  and  others  licensed  to  preach  by 
"  some  of  the  Associations  allowed  by  law  Jiavt 
41  taken  upon  them,  without  any  lawful  coll,  to  go 
14  into  parishes  immediately  under  the  care  of  oth- 
"  er  Ministers,  and  there  to  'preach  to  and  teach  the 
44  people  ;  and  also  sundry  persons,  some  of  whom 
"are  very  illiterate,  and  have  no  ecclesiastical  char- 
41  acter  or  authority  whatsoever'  to  preach  or  teach, 
44  have  taken  upon  them  publicly  to  teach  and  ex- 
44  hort  the  people  in  matters  of  religion,  both  as 
44  to  doctrine  and  practice  ;  which  practices  have  a 
44  tendency  to  make  divisions  and  contention  among 
44  the  people  in  this  Colony  and  to  destroy  theeccle- 
44  siastical  constitution  by  the  Laws  of  this  Govern- 
44  ment,  and,  likewise,  to  hinder  the  growth  and  in- 
44  crease  of  vital  piety  and  godliness  in  these  Church- 
44  es;  and,  also,  to  introduce  unqualified  persons  into 
44  the  ministry  ;  and  more  especially  where  one  As- 
44  sociation  doth  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  that, 
44  by  the  Platform  and  Agreement  abovesaid,  made 
44  at  Saybrook  aforesaid,  are  properly  within  the 
"province  and  jurisdiction  of  another  Associa- 
44  Hon,  as  to  the  licensing  of  persons  to  preach  and 
44  ordaining  minister's.'1'' 

44  Therefore  be  it  enacted,'1'1  dc.  By  this  Act 
any  ordained  Minister  or  licensed  person  to 
preach  Avho  should  enter  into  any  parish  not  im- 
mediately under  his  charge,  and  there  preach 
and  exhort  the  people,  is  secluded  the  benefit  of 
the  Law  for  support  of  the  ministry,  except  such 
ordained  Ministers  or  licensed  person  shall  be 
expressly  invited  and  desired  so  to  enter  into 
such  other  parish  and  there  to  preach  and  exhort 
the  people,  either  by  the  settled  Minister  and  ma- 
jor part  of  the  Church  ;  or,  in  case  there  be  no 
settled  Minister,  by  the  Church  or  Society  with- 
in such  parish.  And  if  any  Association  of  Min- 
isters should  assume  the  prerogative  of  another, 
by  way  of  license,  decision,  or  counsel,  such  As- 
sociation also  to  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  law 
for  supporting  Ministers. 

By  the  same  Act  it  is  ordained,  that  persons 
who  are  not  settled  Ministers,  who  shall  public- 
ly preach  and  exhort  without  the  consent  of  the 
settled  Minister,  etc.,  to  be  bound  to  their  good 
and  peaceable  behavior,  and,  in  particular,  not 
to  offend  in  the  like  kind. 

And  foreigners,  whether  of  an  ecclesiastical 
character  or  not,  presuming  to  preach,  teach,  or 
publicly  exhort,  without  consent  of  the  settled 
Ministers,  etc.,  to  be  sent  as  vagrants  from  one 
Constable  to  another  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
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Colony  ;  and,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  year  1743» 
in  addition  to  this,  if  any  such  foreigner,  who* 
by  order  of  authority,  hath  been  transported  out 
of  the  bounds  of  the  Colony,  return  again  and 
become  guilty  of  the  same  offence,  then  such  of- 
fender to  be  bound  to  his  good  behavior  and 
not  to  offend  again  in  like  manner. 

This  may  justly  be  esteemed  a  very  severe  Law: 
it  was  made  when  religious  heat  and  controver- 
sy ran  high  ;  but,  however  imprudent  and  dis- 
orderly some  public  and  authorized  preachers 
and  others,  lay  exhorters,  were,  several  things 
in  this  Act  cannot  be  justified  :  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear that  it  was  long  in  force,  and  is  omitted  in 
the  following  new  Edition  of  the  Laws,  A.D., 
1750,  or  if  anything  remains  of  it  in  that  Edi- 
tion it  is  found  in  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  for 
"  the  due  observation  and  keeping  the  Sabbath  or 
"  Lord's  day  ;  and  for  preventing  and  punishing 
"  disorders  and  profaneness  on  the  same."  In 
this  Act  there  is  the  following  paragraph :  "  That 
"  whatsoever  persons  shall,  on  the  Lord's  day, 
"  under  any  pretence,  assemble  themselves  to- 
"  gether  in  any  of  the  public  meeting-houses, 
"  provided  in  any  Town,  parish  or  society  for 
"  the  public  worship  of  God,  without  the  leave 
"  or  allowance  of  the  Minister  and  Congregation 
"  for  whose  use  it  was  provided,  and  be  thereof 
"convicted  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  shall 
"  incur  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every 
"  such  offence."*  This  paragraph  may  appear 
reasonable  and  was  designed  to  prevent  public 
disorder,  and  is  still  in  force.  But  that  which 
follows,  in  the  next  paragraph  of  the  same  Act, 
hath  been  esteemed  contrary  to  Christian  liber- 
ty :  "  Nor  shall  any  neglect  the  public  worship 
"  of  God  in  some  lawful  Congregation,  and  form 
"themselves  into  separate  companies  in  private 
"  houses,  on  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every 
"  such  offence  each  person  shall  be  guilty  of." 
The  injustice  and  iniquity  ot  imposing  upon  the 
rights  of  conscience,  do  not  seem,to  be  fully  un- 
derstood when  this  Law  passed.  By  another  pa- 
ragraph of  it,  every  person  who  shall  be  unne- 
cessarily absent  from  the  public  worship  of  God, 
on  the  Lord's  day,  in  some  congregation  by  Law 
allowed,  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  three  shillings  ; 
and  by  this  to  assemble  elsewhere  in  a  private 
house   exposes   to  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings. 


*  In  the  revision  of  1784,the  Law  is  retained,  but  the  fine 
reduced  to  three  shillings.  The  fine  for  going  abroad  else- 
where than  to  public  worship  is  five  shillings.  In  1743, 
John  Beach  of  Newtown,  wrote  home  to  England,  "the 
"  case  of  this  people  is  very  hard.  If,  on  the  Lord's  day 
"  they  continue  at  home,  they  must  be  punished ;  if  they 
"  meet  to  worship  God  according  to  the  Church  of  England 
"  in  the  best  manner,  the  mulct  is  still  greater  ;  and,  if  they 
"  go  to  the  Independent  meeting  in  the  town  where  they  live, 
"they  must  endure  the  mortification  of  hearing  the  doc- 
"trines  and  worship  of  the  Church  vilified,  and  the  import- 
"  ant  truths  of  Christianity  obscured  and  enervated  by  en- 
"  thusiastic  and  Antinomian  dreams."— Anderson's  Colo- 
nial Church,  ill,  423. 


However,  this  severity  never  hindered  such  sep- 
arate companies  from  meeting  either  in  private 
houses,  or  from  providing  other  convenient 
places  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  this  Law  was  ev- 
er made  much  use  of  against  them  :  such  com- 
panies were,  for  a  number  of  years,  tolerated  not- 
withstanding the  Law,  there  being  no  prosecu- 
tion of  it ;  and  thus  the  matter  continued  till 
the  year  1770,  when  the  aforesaid  paragraph  was 
repealed,  and  universal  liberty  of  worship  estab- 
lished in  the  following  Act,  entjfcled  "  An  act  in 
"  addition  to  a  Law  of  this  Colony,  entitled  '  An 
"  '  Act  for  the  due  observation  and  keeping  the 
"  '  Sabbath  or  Load's  day,  and  for  preventing 
"  'and  punishing  disorders  and  profaneness  on 
"  '  the  same.' 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and 
"  Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled, 
"  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same :  That  no 
"person  in  this  Colony,  professing  the  Christian 
"  Protestant  religion,  who  soberly  and  conscien- 
"  tiously  dissent  from  the  worship  and  ministry 
"  established  or  approved  by  the  Laws  of  this 
"  Colony,  and  attend  public  worship  by  them- 
"  selves,  shall  incur  any  of  the  penalties  in  part 
"  mentioned  for  not  attending  the  worship  and 
"  ministry  so  established  on  the  Lord's  day,  or 
"  on  account  of  their  meeting  together  by  them- 
"  selves,  on  said  day,  for  the  public  worship  of 
"  God,  in  a  way  agreeable  to  their  consciences ; 
"  any  thing  in  said  Act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
"  standing." 

Since  this  Act  of  Assembly  there  is  no  Law  in 
force  in  this  Colony  for  hindering  any  Protest- 
ants of  whatsoever  denomination  from  forming 
into  whatsoever  religious  Societies  they  please, 
for  worshipping  God  in  a  way  agreeable  to  their 
consciences,  without  any  application  to  the 
civil  magistrate  ;  and  by  it,  in  this  respect,  an 
equal,  universal  Protestant  toleration  is  granted 
while  still  the  approved  and  established 
Churches  continue  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
as  they  did  before. 

IX.  Of  the  Sabbath,  or  Lord's  Day. 

The  laws  of  this  Colony  respecting  the  obser- 
vation of  the  Sabbath,  require  that  all  persons 
carefully  apply  themselves  to  the  duties  of  re- 
ligion, publicly  and  privately ;  particularly 
that  they  attend  public  worship  in  such  as- 
sembly and  manner  as  are  agreeable  to  their 
conscience,  in  which  regard  every  Protestant  is 
at  liberty  to  choose  for  himself,  without  being 
subject  to  any  penalty  or  restriction  whatsoever  ; 
and  forbid  all  manner  of  labor,  business  or 
work,  on  land  or  water  ;  also  all  kind  of  games, 
sports,  plays,  or  recreations  ;  likewise  all  trave- 
ling or  driving  of  carriages  and,  cattle  ;  meeting , 
together  in  companies  in  the  streets  or  else- . 
where  in  the   evening  before   or  after,  and  all 
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rude,  profane,  and  unlawful  behavior  in  word 
or  action,  and  whatsoever  may  disturb  any  as- 
sembly of  people  who  are  nfet  for  public  wor- 
ship. These  Laws  have  been  numerous  ;  but  as 
at  present  there  seems  nothing  in  them  that 
bears  hard  upon  religious  liberty,  I  content  my- 
self with  the  above  summary  of  them. 

X.     Op  Ministers  and  their   Support. 

The  Laws  of  this  Colony  have  always  support" 
•ed  an  approved  and  established  ministry,  and 
made  provision  in  what  manner  this  support 
shall  be  obtained.  These  Laws  have  admitted, 
from  time  to  time,  of  circumstantial  variations, 
but  for  substance  have  been  the  same  from  the 
beginning.  It  will,  then,  be  altogether  unnecessa- 
ry to  recite  any  of  the  ancient  Laws  of  this  Col- 
ony :  it  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  summary  of 
the  Laws  now  in  force  respecting  this  matter, 
and  particularly  of  an  "  Act  or  Law  of  the  Col- 
"  ony  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  settlement,support 
u  c  and  encouragement  of  Ministers  ;  and  for  the 
*' '  well  ordering  of  estates  given  for  the  support 
u  '  of  the  ministry."  ' 

By  this  Law  it  is  enacted  that  the  inhabitants 
of  any  Town,  or  Society,  or  parish,  constituted 
by  this  Assembly,  who  are  or  shall  be  present 
at  any  Town  or  Society  meeting,  legally  warned, 
shall  have  power,  by  the  major  vote  of  those  so 
met,  to  call  and  settle  a  Minister  or  Ministers 
among  them,  and  to  provide  for  his  or  their 
support  and  maintenance.* 

That  the  Minister  or  Ministers  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  so  called  and  settled,  shall  be 
the  Minister  or  Ministers  of  such  Town  or  Soci- 
ety. 

And  all  agreements  which  have  been  or  shall 
be  made  by  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  Town  or  Society,  qualified  and  met  as  afore- 
said with  such  Minister  or  Ministers,  respecting 
bis  or  their  settlement  and  maintenance,  shall 
be  binding  and  obligatory  on  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  such  Town  or  Society  so  agreeing,  and 
on  their  successors,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tents and  purposes  thereof. 

Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  it  hath  always 
been  a  principle  in  this  Colony,  that  a  people 
should  choose  their  own  Minister  :  and  as,  when 
the  Colony  was  first  settled,  there  were  no  Dis- 
senters from  the  common  and  approved  method 
of  worship  and  discipline,  it  was  taken  for 
granted,  that  all  who  were  taught  in  word  or 
doctrine  were  bound  in  equity  to  give  for  the 
support  of  the  Gospel  according  to  their  sever- 
al abilities,  by  the  same  rule  as  they  contributed 
to  other  necessary  expenses. 

*  In  the  revision  of  1784,  the  provision— not  mentioned  in 
the  text — that  every  voter  must  have  a  freehold  in  the  Town 
or  Society  .rated  at  fifty  shillings,  or  forty  pounds  in  the  Com- 
mon List,  or  be  of  full  communion  ivith  the  Church,  is  re- 
tained. 


And  as  for  many  years  there  was  no  other 
approved  or  allowed  worship  but  that  of  the 
Congregational  and  Presbyterian,  none  were 
excused  from  paying  to  the  established  worship 
and  ministry  ;  and  though  in  the  seventli  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  there  was  an  Act  of  Toleration 
for  sober,  qualified  Dissenters,  yet  this  did  not 
excuse  from  paying  toward  the  support  of  the 
established  Churches,  nor  doth  it  appear  that 
any  such  Dissenters  asked  this  favor  or  privilege 
till  the  year  1727,  when  it  was  granted  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  Church  of  England  by  the  follow- 
ing Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  "  At 
"  a  General  Assembly  held  at  Hartford,  May 
"  the  eleventh,  1727,  '  An  Act  providing  how  the 
"  '  taxes  levied  on  the  professors  of  the  Church  of 
"  '  England  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  shall  be 
" '  disposed  of,  and  for  exempting  said  professors 
" '  from  paying  any  taxes  for  the  building  meet- 
"  '  ing-houses  for  the  present  established  Church- 
"  '  es  of  this  Government.' 

"  Upon  the  prayer  of  Moses  Ward,  of  Fairfield, 
"  Church-warden  and  the  rest  of  the  Church-uar- 
"  dens,  Vestrymen,  and  brethren,  representing 
"  themselves  under  obligation  by  the  Honorable 
"  Society  and  Bishop  of  London,  to  pay  to  the 
"  support  of  the  Established  Churches  ;  praying 
"  this  Assembly  by  some  Act  or  otherwise,  to  free 
"  them  from,  paying  to  dissenting  Ministers,  and 
"from  building  dissenting  meeting-houses ;  and 
"  complaining  that  money  hath  lately  been  taken 
"  from  them  by  distress,  praying  that  said  money 
"  might  be  returned  unto  them. 

"Said  Ward  appeared,and  by  his  Attorney  declar 
"  ed  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  should  not  insist  on  the 
"  return  of the  money  prayed  for.  Asserted  it  to 
"have  been  always  esteemed  an  hardship  by  those 
"  of  the  profession  established  by  this  Government, 
"  to  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
"  Church  of  England  where  that  is  the  Church  <?«- 
"  tablished  by  Law :  and  thereupon  urged  that  no 
"such  thing  should  be  imposed  upon  any  dissen- 
"  ting  from  the  Churches  here  approved  and  es- 
"  tablished  by  theLaw  of this  Government:  further 
"  urging  that  there  might  be  some  provision  made 
"by  the  Lata  for  the  obliging  their  parishioners 
' '  to  pay  to  the  support  of  their  Ministers.'''' 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor, 
"  Council,  and  Representatives  in  General  Court 
"  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
"  that  all  persons  who  are  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
"  land, and  those  who  are  of  the  Churches  estab- 
"  lished  by  the  Laws  of  this  Government  that 
"  live  in  the  bounds  of  any  parish  allowed  by 
"  this  Assembly,  shall  be  taxed  by  the  parish- 
ioners of  the"  said  parish  by  the  same  rule% 
"  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  the  support  of 
"  the  ministry  in  each  parish  ;  but  if  it  so  happen 
"  that  there  be  a  Society  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
"  land  where  there  is  a  person  in  orders,  accord- 
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"  ing  to  the  Canons  of  the  Church  of  England, 
"  settled  and  abiding  amongst  them,  and  per- 
41  forming  divine  service  so  near  to  any  person 
"  that  hath  declared  himself  of  the  Church  of 
41  England,  that  he  can  conveniently  and  doth 
"  attend  the  public  worship  there,  then  the  Col- 
44  lectors  having  first  indifferently  levied  the  tax 
"  as  abovesaid,  shall  deliver  the  taxes  collected 
"  of  such  perons  declaring  themselves  and  at- 
•'  tending,  as  aforesaid,  unto  the  Minister  of  the 
44  Church  of  England  living  near  unto  such  per- 
"  sons  ;  which  Minister  shall  have  full  power  to 
44  receive  and  recover  the  same,  in  order  to  his 
"  support  in  the  place  assigned  him. 

"  But  if  such  proportion  of  taxes  be  not 
44  sufficient  in  any  Society  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
u  land,  to  support  the  incumbent  there,  then  such 
"  society  may  levy  and  collect  of  them  who  pro- 
44  fess  and  attend,  as  aforesaid,  greater  taxes  at 
11  their  own  discretion,  for  the  support  of  their 
44  Minister. 

44  And  the  parishioners  of  the  Church  of 
41  England  attending  as  aforesaid,  are  here- 
44  by  excused  from  paying  any  taxes  for  the 
44  building  meeting-houses  for  the  present 
•*  established  Churches  of  this  Government." 

At  a  General  Assembly  held  at  Hartford, 
on  the  eighth  of  May,  1729,  the  following  Act  was 
made,  in  favor  of  those  who  are  commonly 
called  Quakers : 

44  An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  for  the  alteration 
44  of,  an  Act  made  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of 
44  Queen  Anne,  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  ease  of 
44  4  such  as  soberly  dissent  from  the  way  of  worship 
44 '  and  ministry  established  by  the  Laws  of  this 
444  Government."1  Whereas  it  is  provided  in  said 
4  4  Act,  that  nothing  therein  shall  be  construed  to 
"the  excusing  any  person  from  paying  any  such 
44  Minister  or  Town  dues,  as  were  then,  or  after- 
44  wards  should  be,  due  from  them. 

44  It  is  now  resolved  and  enacted  by  the  Gov- 
44  ernor,  &c,  that  where  there  are  such  Dissent- 
44  ers  as  are  commonly  called  Quakers,  who  do 
44  attend  the  worship  of  God  in  such  way  as  is 
44  allowed  by  said  Act  within  this  Colony,  or  are 
44  so  situated  by  the  borders  thereof  as  that  they 
44  may  and  do  attend  the  service  out  of  the  lim- 
44  its  of  this  Government,  in  any  such  meeting 
44  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate 
"from  such  Society  of  their  having  joined  them- 
44  selves  to  them  and  that  they  do  belong  unto 
44  their  Society,  that  he  or  they  shall  be  excused 
44  from  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  estab- 
lished ministry  and  from  contributing  or 
44  paying  any  tax  for  the  building  any  meeting- 
-house or  houses,  in  the  Society  or  parish 
14  wherein  they  dwell." 

The  same  year,  at  a  General  Assembly  holden 
at  New  Haven,  in  October,  the  same  favor  was 
granted  the  people  called  Baptists,  by  the  fol- 


lowing Act : — "  An  Act  concerning  the  people 
"called  Baptists. 

44  Upon  the  Memorial  of  the  people  called  Bap- 
"tists,  praying  that  they  may  be  discharged  from 
44  the  payment,  of  rates  and  taxes  for  the  support 
44  of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  this  Government,  and 
44  building  meeting-houses. 

"  It  is  Resolved,  &c,  that  for  the  future  the- 
"same  privilege  and  exemption  from  the 
"  charges  aforesaid,  as  was  granted  by  this  As- 
44  sembly,  in  May  last,  unto  the  people  called' 
"  Quakers,  is  hereby  granted  unto  them,  under 
44  the  like  regulations,  any  Law,  usage,  or  custom 
"  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

These  are  the  only  exemptions  from  paying 
for  the  support  of  the  established  Churches,  un- 
less on  particular  application,  the  General  As- 
sembly is  pleased,  as  they  sometimes  have  been, 
to  grant  special  exemptions  to  some  persons  ex- 
pressed by  name ;  all  others,  by  virtue  of  the- 
general  establishment, are  obliged  to  pay  for  the- 
support  of  the  Presbyterian,  Congregational  andl 
Consociated  Churches,  which  may  seem  to  bear 
hard  Upon  some  number,  I  know  not  how  great, 
of  people  commonly  called  Separates,  who,, 
though  professing  themselves  Congregational  in 
principle,  yet  for  some  reasons  that  to  them  ap- 
pear sufficient,  have  separated  from  the  stand- 
ing Churches  and  formed  themselves,  in  sever- 
al towns  and  parishes,  into  distinct  Churches- 
and  worshipping  assemblies. 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  there  is  still  want- 
ing a  general  Law,  whereby  all  may  be  exempt- 
ed from  paying  to  the  support  of  the  established 
Churches,  who  conscientiously  dissent  from  their 
doctrine,  discipline,  or  mode  of  worship :  yet, 
as  the  matter  is  now  circumstanced,  I  believe 
but  few  Towns  or  Societies  insist  on  collecting 
rates  from  those  who  are  Separates,  though  the 
Law  enables  them  to  do  it.  Besides,  all  suchn 
may  apply  to  the  Assembly  for  relief,  where 
they  may  hope  to  be  heard  with  indulgence- 
and  have  any  reasonable  favor  granted  them. 

Since  these  Laws  of  exemption  were  made,, 
the  persons  so  freed  from  ecclesiastical  dues; 
are  not  admitted  to  act  in  such  affairs,  in  Town 
or  Society  meetings,  as  appears  from  an  Act  en- 
titled, "An  Act  for  forming,  ordering,  and 
41  regulating  Societies  or  parishes,"  in  which, 
among  other  things,  it  is  enacted  that  no 
person  "  who  is  or  shall  be,  by  the  Laws  of  this- 
"  Government,  freed  or  exempted  from  the  pay- 
41  ment  of  those  taxes  granted  by  any  Town  or- 
44  Society  for  the  support  of  the  worship  and 
44  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian,  Congregational, 
44  or  Consociated  Churches  of  this  Govern- 
44  ment,  and  for  the  building  and  maintaining* 
44  meeting-houses  for  such  worship,  on  account 
44  or  by  reason  of  his  dissenting  from  thfr 
41  way  of  worship    and  ministry  aforesaid,  be- 
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"  allowed  or  admitted  to  act  or  vote  in  any 
"  Town  or  Society  meeting,  in  those  votes  which 
"  respect  or  relate  to  the  support  of  the  wor- 
"  ship  and  ministry  aforesaid,  and  the  building 
"  and  maintaining  the  meeting-houses  afore- 
"  said.'. 

None  appear  disatisfied  with  this  Law,  ex- 
cept some  few  professors  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, who  represent  it  as  an  hardship  that  they 
are  taxed  without  liberty  of  voting,  though  the 
tax  be  for  their  own  benefit,  and  the  regulation 
of  it  made  upon  their  desire.  I  can't  think  any 
of  the  established  Churches  would  be  averse  to 
an  alteration,  but  would  choose  to  be  altogether 
disconnected ;  and  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  do  their  own  business,  without  any  concern 
with  one  another.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  this 
was  proposed  in  the  General  Assembly  some 
time  past ;  but  was  laid  aside  upon  the  desire  of 
the  Episcopalians,  who  did  not  think  it 
would  be  best  for  them,  in  their  present  circum- 
stances. By  the  Law  made  in  their  favor  and  on 
their  desire,  whatever  tax  is  collected  must  be 
paid  their  own  Ministers;  aud  if  this  be  not 
sufficient,  they  may  tax  themselves.  Besides, 
as  the  laws  now  stand,  their  Ministers  seem  to 
think  they  are  entitled  to  the  rates  of  people 
who  live  perhaps  at  forty  miles  distance,  if  they 
visit  and  preach  to  them  once  or  twice  a  year, 
and  baptize  their  children ;  and  as  may  be 
feared  sometimes  beguile  them  with  promises 
of  discharging  their  rates  if  they  become 
Churchmen.  These  things  have  occasioned 
trouble  and  law-suits  in  some  places,  which 
might  be  prevented  by  an  alteration  of  the 
Law. 

There  is  nothing  farther  needs  to  be  added  on 
this  head,  except  that  I  do  not  find  that  there  is 
any  special  office,  power,  or  privilege  of  a 
civil  or  temporal  nature  granted  to  Ministers 
but  that  of  being  exempted  from  taxes  for  them- 
selves and  estates  lying  in  their  own  Town  and 
parish,  which  I  take  to  be  extended  to  all 
Ministers  who  are  allowed  by  law,  and  not  pe- 
culiar to  those  of  the  established  Churches. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not'find  that  by  any  Law, 
Ministers  are  disqualified  to  hold  civil  offices ; 
and  yet  such  is  the  general  persuasion,  both  of 
Ministers  and  people,  that  Ministers  should 
mind  their  own  business,  that  there  have  been 
but  few  instances  of  Ministers,  during  their 
ministry,  acting  in  any  civil  office  or  capacity, 
except  merely  that  of  freemen  of  the  Company 
since  the  first  settlemeut  of  the  country  :  and 
when  Ministers  have  been  chosen  to  some  other 
weighty  trust,  into  which  they  appeared  to  be 
called  in  Providence,  they  have  usually  resign- 
ed their  ministry,  as  not  consistent  with  civil 
employments :  the  only  thing  they  are  authoriz- 
ed to  do  by  the  Laws  of  the  Colony  in  common 


with  the  civil  magistrate,  is  to  join  persons  in 
marriage  in  their  own  Town  and  parish ;  and 
even  this  was  not  allowed  them  at  first,  but  as- 
signed altogether  to  the  Magistrate  as  his  proper 
work.  As  to  marriage-licenses,  there  is  no  such 
thing  allowed  by  Law  ;  but  it  is  required  that 
the  intentions  of  marriage  shall  always  be  pub- 
lished in  due  form,  before  any  Magistrate  or 
Minister  join  persons  in  marriage.  As  to  the 
spiritual  discipline  of  the  Gospel,  Ministers  and 
Churches,  of  every  denomination,  are  allowed 
freely  to  follow  their  own  way  ;  but  their  deter- 
minations do  not  aifect  any  in  their  civil  interest,, 
offices  and  character,  by  force  of  any  Law,  nor 
otherwise  than  as  Church  censures  may,  in  the 
reason  and  nature  of  the  thing,  have  an  in- 
fluence in  fixing  a  man's  character,  and  may 
consequentially  affect  him  in  regard  to  his  tem- 
poral interests,  while  yet  he  is  put  under  no- 
legal  disability  of  any  kind  by  such  censures. 
But  though  there  be  no  Law  enforcing  ecclesti- 
cal  censures  with  any  civil  penalties  or  for- 
feitures, yet  such  hath  been  and  still  is  the  gen- 
eral regard  to  the  public  profession  of  religion 
and  virtue,  that  if  it  be  known  that  any  persons 
are  scandalously  guilty  of  breaking  the  rules  of 
either,  such  persons,  without  some  visible  refor- 
mation and  amendment,  stand  but  little  chance 
for  those  offices,  which  are  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  by  election,  or  are  filled  up  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  as  to  those  matters  which  are  cognizable 
by  the  Spiritual  Courts  in  England,  Ministers 
have  no  concern  in  this  Colony.  Whatever  re- 
lates to  marriage,  divorce,  incest,  scandal, 
matters  testamentary,  &c,  is  altogether  deter- 
mined in  the  common  Courts  of  Law.  or  such 
other  Courts  as  the  General  Assembly  have  or- 
dained, as  is  the  case  in  matters  testamentary, 
for  which  a  peculiar  Court,  called  the  Court  of 
Probate,  is  appointed.  As  the  civil  magistrate 
meddles  not  with  matters  of  discipline,  so 
neither  are  Ministers  allowed  to  meddle  with 
civil  and  temporal  matters.  These  seem  too 
much  blended  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  in 
England,  but  are  here  perfectly  distinct.  There 
the  Spiritual  Court  is  supreme  and  uncontrolled, 
in  matters  of  discipline,  and  in  finally  and  ab- 
solutely determining  on  cases  of  excommunica- 
tion, sovereignly  directing  who  shall  be  re- 
ceived to,  or  cast  out  from,  the  Christian  fellow- 
ship, as  well  as  authorized  in  those  matters 
aforesaid  which  are  purely  temporal :  but  here, 
as  Churches  are  left  at  free  liberty  to  exercise 
their  own  spiritual  discipline,  so  effectual  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  determination  of  those 
other  cases  which  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Magistrate. 

I  have  now  done  with  these  Laws,  a  view  of 
which  seemed  necessary  in  order  to  a  just  know- 
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ledge  of  the  present  state  of  religious  liberty  in 
this  Colony,  and  the  progress  this  liberty  hath 
made,  from  the  original  settlement  unto  the 
present  day.  The  design  of  our  fathers,  in  the 
first  settlement  of  this  country,  was  noble  ;  and 
they  went  through  amazing  difficulties  in  the 
accomplishment  of  it.  The  grand  inducement 
was  religion  and  liberty  of  worshipping  God 
in  a  way  agreeable  to  their  consciences ;  and 
though  they  were  not  fully  acquainted  with  the 
just  extent  of  religious  freedom,  yet  they  adopt- 
ed such  principles  and  such  an  ecclesiastical 
polity  as  naturally  led  on  to  it.  They  were  im- 
movably fixed  in  the  only  sufficient  rule  by  which 
the  whole  of  religion  is  to  be  determined,  that 
is  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  that  Christ  Jesus  is  the 
only  Lawgiver  and  King  in  his  Church ;  and 
that  no  man,  no  body  of  men,  upon  earth  have 
amy  authority  to  make  Laws  or  prescribe  things 
in  religion  to  bind  the  conscience  ;  and  that  ev- 
ery man  should  be  careful  to  know  the  mind  of 
Christ,  that  his  faith  might  rest  on  a  divine 
foundation ;  and,  finally,  this  is  the  grand,  the 
only  principle  on  which  the  unity,  the  purity, 
and  peace  of  the  Christian  Church  can  subsist : 
and  if,  notwithstanding  these  principles,  liberty 
in  matters  of  religion  hath  been  under  any  em- 
barrassments, as  most  certainly  it  hath,  this  pro- 
ceeded not  from  the  nature  of  these  principles, 
or  of  our  ecclesiastical  polity,  which  bears  a 
friendly  aspect  on  public,  civil,  and  religious 
freedom,  but  from  the  spirit  of  those  times, 
which  hath  greatly  altered.  It  is  certain  that, 
for  a  considerable  time,  there  was  too  much  of 
a  coercive  uniformity  in  the  Laws  of  the  Colony ; 
but  this,  by  degrees,  disappears,  and  an  equal, 
universal,  Protestant  liberty  is  established  in 
its  room. 

On  the  whole,  by  this  view  of  our  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  religious  laws,  we  find  how  the  cause 
of  liberty  hath  gained  ground  in  this  Colony. 
Those  Laws  which  were  inconsistent  with  free- 
dom of  thought  and  liberty  of  conscience  are 
either  wholly  repealed  and  set  aside,  or  so 
modeled  that  none  can  be  oppressed  by  them. 
We  have,  indeed,  a  Religious  Establishment ;  but 
it  is  of  such  a  kind,  and  with  such  universal 
toleration  that  the  consciences  of  other  sects 
cannot  be  affected  or  wounded  by  it,  while 
every  one  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  worship  God 
in  such  way  as  is  most  agreeable  to  his  own 
mind.  Whatever  oppressive  measures  have 
been  heretofore  adopted,  we  recollect  with  re- 
gret and  disapprobation.  We  rejoice  that  these 
have  ceased,  and  that  there  is  such  freedom  of 
religious  inquiry  and  worship  that  no  man 
need  be  in  bondage.  We  desire  not  the  aid 
of  other  sects  to  maintain  our  Churches ;  and, 
while  we  stand  fast  to  the  Constitution  we 
have  chosen,  and  think  it,  in  doctrine  and  dis- 


cipline, most  agreeable  to  the  Scripture,  the 
unerring  standard  of  faith  and  worship,  we 
would  not  oppress  others  nor  be  oppressed 
ourselves,  but  exercise  good-will  and  charity  to 
our  brethren  of  other  denominations,  with  fer- 
vent prayers  that  peace  and  holiness,  liberty, 
truth,  and  purity  may  be  established  more  and 
more,  among  those  that  name  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  be  universally  diffused  among 
mankind. 


An  Account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  Jan.  Jf,  1774;  and  an  ^s~ 
timate  of  the  proportion  of  Episcopalians  to  Non- 
Episcopalians  in  the  same. 


County 

of  Hartford. 

Towns. 

Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total. 

Bolton, 

994 

994 

Chatham, 

80 

2289 

2369 

East  Haddam, 

88 

2655 

2743 

Enfield, 

1353 

1353 

Farmington, 

244 

5719 

5963 

Glastenbury, 

1992 

1992 

Haddam, 

23 

1690 

1713 

Hartford, 

111 

4770 

4881 

Simsbury, 

914 

2757 

3671 

Somers, 

1024 

1024 

Suffield, 

1980 

1980 

Tolland, 

5 

1242 

1247 

Wethersfield, 

6 

3341 

3347 

Willington, 

1000 

1000 

Colchester, 

3057 

East  Windsor, 

2961 

Hebron, 

2285 

Middletown, 

4680 

Stafford, 

1333 

Windsor, 

2082 

1  to  20.   Total,  1471         32806 

County  of  New  Haven. 


52675 


Towns. 

Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total. 

New  Haven, 

942 

7080 

8022 

Branford, 

86 

1852 

1938 

Derby, 

725 

1094 

1819 

Durham, 

6 

1025 

1031 

Guilford, 

213 

2633 

2846 

Milford, 

153 

1812 

1965 

Wallingford, 

626 

4151 

4777 

Water  bury, 

3498 

1  to  7.     Total,     2751 


1964'i 


25896 
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County 

op  New  London. 

Towns. 

Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total 

Towns. 

Epis.         Non-Ep. 

Total. 

Colebrook, 

150 

Preston, 

331            3034 

2255 

Goshen, 

1098 

Groton, 

233             3366 

3488 

Harwinton, 

1015 

Killingworth, 

68            1889 

1957 

Kent, 

1922 

Stonington, 

32            4924 

4956 

New  Milford, 

2742 

Saybrook, 

33            2595 

2628 

Westmoreland, 

1922 

New  London, 

5366 

Winchester, 

327 

Norwich, 
Lyme, 

7032 
3860 

Woodbury, 

5224 

1  to  16.    Total, 

655 

10600 

25944 

1  to  25.     Total,     596  14708 

County  op  Fairfield. 


31542 


Towns. 

Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total. 

Danbury, 

420 

2053 

2473 

Greenwich, 

443 

2211 

2654 

New  Fairfield, 

87 

1201 

1288 

Newtown, 

1084 

1084 

2168 

Norwalk, 

792 

3451 

4243 

Redding, 

478 

711 

1189 

Ridgefield, 

329 

1344 

1673 

Stamford, 

710 

2793 

3503 

Fairfield, 

4544 

Stratford, 

5201 

10  to  34.    Total,  4343  14848  28936 

County  op  Windham. 


Towns. 
Coventry, 
Pomfret, 
Killingly, 
Lebanon, 
Mansfield, 
Plainfield, 
Voluntown, 
Union, 
Canterbury, 
Ashford, 
Windham, 
Woodstock, 


1  to  115.  Total,     150  17313  27494 

County  op  Litchfield. 


Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total. 

11 

2021 

2032 

55 

2186 

2241 

30 

3409 

3439 

36 

3805 

3841 

12 

2431 

2443 

1479 

1479 

6 

1470 

1476 

512 

512 

2392 

2228 
3437 

1974 

Towns. 

Epis. 

Non-Ep. 

Total. 

Litchfield, 

191 

1318 

1509 

Canaan, 

91 

1482 

1573 

Cornwall, 

53 

904 

957 

Hartland, 

49 

451 

500 

New  Hartford, 

25 

960 

985 

Norfolk. 

38 

928 

966 

Salisbury, 

91 

1845 

1936 

Sharon, 

83 

1903 

1986 

Torrington, 

31 

812 

843 

Barkhamsted. 

250 

As  far  as  the  accounts  have  been  sent,  the 
estimate  of  Episcopalians,  &c,  stands  thus  : — 


Counties. 

Episcopal. 

Non-Epis. 

Total' 

Hartford  County, 

1471 

32806 

50675 

New  Haven     do 

2751 

19647 

25896 

New  London  do. 

596 

14708 

31542 

Fairfield          do. 

4343 

14848 

28936 

Windham       do. 

150 

17313 

27494 

Litchfield       do. 

655 

10542 

25944 

Total. 


9966 


119922   190487 


which  gives  1  Episcopalian  to  12  Non-Episco- 
palians nearly,  or  makes  the  Episcopalians 
about  1  in  13  of  the  whole  number  of  inhab- 
itants ;  and  probably  there  would  be  no  great 
difference  from  this  proportion  were  the  account 
of  all  the  Towns  come  in,  which  I  hope  soon  to 
gain. 

ELIZUR  GOODRICH. 
Durham,  Sept.  5,  A.  D.  1774. 


APPENDIX  B. 

Letter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  of  Bostox> 

to  Rev.  John  Owen,  op  Groton,  Gobs. 

The  intolerant  legislation  of  which  the  "  New  Lights"  of 
Connecticut  found  occasion  to  complain,  and  for  which  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  Colony  (1742)  is  responsible,  ex- 
cited attention  in  Massachusetts ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  viewed  by  some  of  the  Ministers  of  the  latter  Colony, 
is  indicated  by  the  following  letter  from  Rev.  Thomas 
Prince,  of  Boston.  It  would  appear  that  Owen,  of  Groton, 
who  was  a  native  of  Braintree  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  and  who  doubtless  was  well  acquainted  with  Prince, 
wrote  to  kim,  to  obtain  his  views  of  the  legislation  which 
Owen  was  arraigned  for  violating;  and  that  Prince  did  not 
hesitate  to  speak  of  it  as  it  deserved.  Wheelock,  of  Leba- 
non, was  a  kindred  spirit  of  Owen,  and  procured  from  him 
a  copy  of  Prince's  letter,  which  was  found  in  the  collection 
of  the  Wheelock  correspondence ;  and  which,  so  far  as  we 
are  aware,  has  never  before  been  published. 

In  the  printed  letters  of  Jonathan  Edwards  to  President 
Clap,  there  are  plain  intimations  of  the  views  of  the  sreat 
Northampton  Divine.  In  the  letter,  dated  Feb.  4th,  1744-5, 
he  says,  referring  to  conversations  with  President  Clap,  on 
their  "journey  together  to  Boston :  "  After  this,  we  had  an- 
other dispute  about  Connecticut  Laws."  Clap  defended 
and  Edwards  condemned  them.  Prince's  letter  is  as  follows: 
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Boston,  May  8,  1744' 

To  the  Rev.  Mb.  John  Owen  op  Groton. 
Rev.  &  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  been  so  fully  employed  with  such  a 
variety  of  extraordinary  Providences,affairs,  and 
duties,  which  I  could  not  possibly  avoid  attend- 
ing to,  ever  since  I  received  yours  of  March  29th 
last,  that  I  have  had  no  time  till  now  to  return 
an  answer.  And  the  Bearer  being  to  start  this 
forenoon,  I  have  but  an  hour  or  two  to  give  you 
my  thoughts  and  judgment,  as  you  desire,  in 
the  following  terms : 

That  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Father  of  Glory,  has  set  him  at  his  own  right 
Hand  in  the  heavenly  Places,  far  above  all 
Principality,  and  Power,  and  Might,  and  Do- 
minion, and  every  Name  that  is  named,  not  only 
in  this  World,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come, 
and  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave 
him  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church 
universal.     Eph.  i,  17-22. 

That  he  is  therefore  King  of  Kings  and  Lord 
of  Lords.  That  all  the  Power  on  Earth  ought 
most  freely  and  entirely  to  be  subjected  to  him. 
That  he  is  the  Supreme  Lord  of  Conscience. 
That  this  is  a  glory  he  will  not  give  to  another. 
That  he  absolutely  forbids,  and  highly  resents 
every  degree  of  invasion  upon  this  his  unalien- 
able supremacy;  and  that,  sooner  or  later,  he  will 
make  every  one  to  bow  down  to  him  and  own 
it. 

That  upon  his  being  raised  from  the  dead,  he 
declared  that  all  power  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth 
was  given  unto  him  ;  and  the  first  grand  Com- 
mission he  gave  his  Ministers,  in  order  to  ad- 
vance his  Spiritual  Kingdom  over  the  Race  of 
Men,  is  in  Matt,  xxviii,  18,  20,  and  epitomized 
in  Mark  xvi,  15.  That  this  Commission,  in  the 
very  entrance,  most  expressly  gives  them  an  it- 
inerating power,  or  a  power  of  going  forth  into 
all  _  the  world,  preaching  the  Gospel  to  every 
rational  creature,  discipling  all  nations,  baptiz- 
ing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  teaching  them  to 
observe  all  things  which  he  had  commanded 
them.  And,  as  in  this  grand  Commission  he  ex- 
pressly promises  to  be  with  his  Ministers  always, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  world,  Amen ;  this  His 
Commission  is  therefore  to  continue  in  its  full 
purport,  force,  and  operation,  to  the  end  of  the 
world;  and  every  disciple  of  Christ  should 
heartily  say,  Amen.  That  this  Commission  there- 
fore gives  them  an  itinerating  power,  or  a  power 
of  going  forth  into  all  nations,  wherever  the  af- 
fairs of  his  spiritual  kingdom,  or  the  instructing, 
awakening,  and  convicting  sinners,  or  the  in- 
structing and  exciting  true  believers,  and  the 
reviving  the  power  of  godliness  requires  or  calls 
them.     That  in  the  exercise  of  humble  fasting, 


prayer,  diligent  searching  after  the  mind  of 
Christ  in  Scripture,  serious  examination  and 
consideration  of  inward  ends,  motives  and  quali- 
fications, and  outward  circumstances,  as  also 
conferences  with  the  most  pious  and  judicious ; 
they  are  to  get  what  light  they  can  in  this  af- 
ifair.  And  when  it  appears  to  their  humble  and 
nquiring  minds,  that  Christ  requires  them,  they 
are  to  make  a  fresh  and  entire  surrender  of  their 
consciences,  whole  souls,  and  bodies,  and  all 
their  powers,  to  him,  and  to  no  other,  to  deny 
themselves,  take  up  their  cross  and  follow  him, 
thro'  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  sufferings  and  op- 
positions, not  accounting  their  lives  dear  to 
them,  so  that  they  may  finish  their  course  with 
joy,  and  the  ministry  they  have  received  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  Acts  xfx,  21,  24.  And  that  no  authority 
on  earth  has  any  lawful  power  from  Christ  to 
hinder  them  rom  preaching  him  to  every  hu- 
man creature  or  fulfilling  their  Commission. 

That,  agreeable  to  this  first  grand  and  per- 
petual Commission,  when  afterwards  he  ap- 
pointed a  new  order  of  officers  of  a  more  limited 
sphere  and  power,  viz.,  Pastors  and  Teachers  of 
particular  Churches  or  Congregations,  to  take 
the  special,  ordinary,  and  stated  care  of  them, 
he  did  not  sink,  abolish,  suspend  or  supersede 
this  grand  Commission,  which,  as  we  observed, 
is  plain,  from  the  terms,  to  last  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  But,  to  the  Apostles,  who  could  con- 
tinue no  longer  than  their  personal  lives,  and 
Prophets,  who  could  continue  no  longer  than , 
the  age  of  inspiration,  he  took  care  to  add  and 
continue  the  order  of  Evangelists,  in  which 
alone  that  first  and  grand  Commission  could 
continue  in  its  full  purport,  force,  and  operation,, 
to  the  end  of  the  world.    Eph.  iv,  11-13. 

That  the  nature  and  design  of  their  office  is- 
the  same  as  at  the  first,  viz. :  In  general,  to  it- 
inerate or  go  forth  and  preach  the  Gospel  in  every 
part  of  the  world  and  in  every  nation,  wherever 
the  interest  of  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  Christ 
appears  to  require  or  call  them.  In  particular,. 
(1)  to  go  forth  and  preach  the  Gospel,  convert, 
baptize  and  gather  Churches  among  Heathens, 
Jews,  Mahometans,  to  see  them  completely 
formed  and  organized  with  proper  stated  offi- 
cers ;  and  even  afterwards  to  visit  them,  to  see 
that  they  continue  in  the  truth  and  power  of 
godliness ;  or  when  they  begin  to  wander  or  de- 
cay, to  labor  their  reduction  and  revival.  (2.) 
To  go  forth  and  preach  the  Gospel  in  pure 
truth  and  worship,  and  labor  the  awakening 
both  the  foolish  and  wise  virgins,  and  revival 
of  religion,  even  among  Christian  Churches;  such 
as  are  fallen  into  idolatries,  superstitions,  here- 
sies or  dangerous  errors,  as  the  Greek  Churches, 
Roman  Catholics,  Arians,  Socinians,  Pelagians, 
Arminians,  Antinomians,  Quakers,  &c,  as  also 
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Such  as  are  fallen  into  great  decay  of  the  Prac- 
tice, Power,  and  Life  of  Godliness. 

That  no  authority  on  earth  has  a  right  from 
Christ  either  to  destroy  the  order  of  Evangelists, 
any  more  than  that  of  Pastors  or  Teachers  of  par- 
ticular Churches,  or  curtail  the  Commission 
Christ  has  given  them,  or  hinder  them  in  the 
faithful  discharge  thereof,  or  make  them  suffer 
for  it ;  but  this  must  be  a  direct  invasion  of  his 
supremacy. 

That  these  Evangelists,  as  well  as  the  Apos- 
tles, in  the  vigorous  and  faithful  execution  of 
their  Commission  in  the  primitive  times,  raised 
the  rage  of  the  world  of  Devils  and  men  against 
them,  not  only  the  people,  priests  and  magis- 
trates among  the  Heathen,  but  also  the  people, 
priests,  rulers  of  synagogues,  and  Magistrates 
among  the  Jews,  who  were  then  the  covenant 
and  visible  people,  Ministers  and  Church  of  God; 
yea,  among  those  of  them  who  were  the  most 
rigid  and  strict  observers  of  his  Laws ;  and  oc- 
casioned great  contentions  and  confusions  in  the 
world.  That  Wickliff,  Walden,  Huss,  Jerom, 
of  Prague,  Luther,  Zwinglius,  Calvin,  Farell, 
"Wishart,  Junius  and  other  Evangelists,  (for  they 
were  such  in  fact,  though  not  in  name,)  who 
preached  the  Gospel,  and  promoted  the  Refor- 
mation and  Revival  of  Religion  among  the 
Christian  Churches  in  their  day,  thereby  raised 
the  like  rage  and  occasioned  the  like  conten- 
tions and  confusions.  That  if  such  Evangelists 
should  be  now  raised  up  by  God,  and  go  forth 
and  prosper  among  the  Christian  Churches,  not 
only  in  France,  Spain,  Italy  and  other  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  but  also  in  Russia,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  many  other  Protestant  countries ; 
though  they  should  preach  up  only  the  pure 
Gospel  and  Power  of  Godliness,  the  like  rage, 
-contention  and  confusion  would  arise  and  fol- 
low; and  the  more  faithful,  active  and  cour- 
ageous these  Evangelists  should  be  in  discharg- 
ing Christ's  Commission,  or  the  more  earnestly 
they  professed  this  purity  and  power,  the  greater 
would  the  rage,  contention  and  confusion  be, 
until  this  purity  and  power  prevail  upon  the 
greater  number;  and  therefore  this  rage,  con- 
tention and  confusion  is  no  more  an  argument 
against  such  sort  of  Ministers  in  the  present  day, 
than  at  the  Reformation,  or  in  the  primitive 
ages. 

That  persons  engaging  in  such  an  extraordi- 
nary difficult  office  had  need  to  be  both  extra- 
ordinarily qualified  and  spirited  thereto.  I 
should  mention  their  qualification  and  spirit ; 
but  I  have  now  no  time. 

That  as  the  Divine  Spirit  gradually  withdrew 
from  the  primitive  Churches,  as  earthly  digni- 
ties, pomp,  wealth  and  power  were  offered  to 
their  stated  Ministers  and  engaged  their  atten- 
tion and  pursuit ;  their  Ministers  were  by  such 


temptations  prevailed  upon  to  stay  at  home, 
and  live  an  easier  life,  rather  than  expose  them- 
selves to  the  difficulties,  oppositions,  hazards 
and  disquietudes  of  continual  traveling  and 
preaching.  That  such  a  spirit  therefore  gradu- 
ally declined  in  them  till  it,  in  a  manner,  died 
quite  away;  and  the  order  itself  therewith  drop- 
ped of  course  among  them.  That  all  this  made 
way  for  the  raising  of  one  Pastor  above  divers 
others,  by  the  name  of  Bishop ;  of  one  Bishop 
above  divers  others,  by  the  name  of  Archbishop; 
of  one  Archbishop  above  divers  others,  by  the 
name  of  Patriarch ;  and  at  length  a  Pope  as 
claiming  to  be  universal  Head  of  all.  That  for 
the  support  of  these,  the  Christian  world  was 
artificially  divided  into  parishes,  bishoprics, 
archbishoprics,  patriarchates ;  and  all  religious 
powers,  offices  and  orders  entirely  swallowed  up 
among  them. 

That  this  artificial  scheme,  contrived  to  feed 
and  gratify  the  pride  and  avarice  of  worldly- 
minded  Ministers,  to  subject  the  people  under 
them,  blind  their  eyes  and  inslave  their  consci- 
ences, is  utterly 'inconsistent  with  the  order,  of- 
fice, and  design  of  the  Evangelists  or  itinerating 
preacher;  who,  if  they  had  continued  in  the 
Christian  world,  and  had  been  allowed  the  lib- 
erty of  preaching  the  pure  ordinances  and  truths 
of  Christ,  they  would  have  been  a  most  likely 
means  of  keeping  the  eyes  of  the  people  open, 
preserving  them  from  religious  slavery,  prevent- 
ing the  anti-Christian  power  from  growing  to  so 
great  a  height,  continuing  both  the  doctrines 
and  the  worship  of  the  Christian  Churches  pure, 
and  of  saving  them  from  that  amazing  depth  of 
error  and  apostacy  they  under  the  stated  minis- 
try fell  into.  For  one  Evangelist  of  great 
knowledge  and  ability,  full  of  sanctity  and  in- 
flamed with  zeal,  by  traveling  about  and  preach- 
ing the  pure  truths  of  Christ,  would  have  been  a 
likely  means  of  enlightening  and  enlivening 
scores  of  thousands,  yea  whole  countries,  as 
some  of  the  Reformers  were ;  whereas  by  being 
a  stated  Minister,  his  light  and  influence  would 
be  confined  to  his  single  little  parish  of  i.t,  may  be 
sixty  families,  and  he  himself  bound  down  be- 
neath the  feet  of  some  superior  power  of  mere 
human  device,  so  that  he  may  not  preach  or  la- 
bor in  the  next  parishes  about  him,  though  their 
Ministers  as  well  as  people  are  bowing  down  to 
dead  men's  bones  and  images,  or  perishing  in 
ignorance  and  error,  or,  what  may  be  as  fatal, 
deep  security. 

That  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  when  the 
Most  High  has  raised  up,  and  spirited  these 
pious  men  in  their  several  ages  to  go  forth  and 
preach  the  pure  truths  of  Christ,  enlighten  the 
regions  round  about  them,  awaken  them  to  the 
power  of  godliness,  and  recover  them  from  their 
great  apostacy  ;  the  hosts  of  devils  and  of  wicked 
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men  their  children  and  instruments,  yea,  the 
rigider,  as  well  as  looser  sort  of  the  stated  min- 
istry, were  enraged  against  them,  have  covered 
them  with  the  most  vile  reproaches,  inflicted  the 
most  inhuman  torments  on  them,  worried  multi- 
tudes to  death,  broiled  them  in  glowing  fires, 
and  done  their  utmost  to  destroy  them  all  as  fast 
as  they  arose. 

However,  that  as  chiefly  by  the  preaching  of 
such  men  as  these,  Christianity  was  at  first  pro- 
moted, and  since  revived  at  the  Reformation ; 
and  the  same  Order  still  continues,  and  is  in  its 
very  nature  the  most  adapted  for  extensive  in- 
fluence ;  so  I  am  persuaded,  with  divers  great 
and  learned  men,  that  if  the  Son  of  God  intends 
to  advance  his  kingdom  in  the  world  before  the 
conflagration,  either  by  sending  it  among  the 
Heathens,  Mahometans  and  Jews,  or  by  reviv- 
ing it  among  professing  Christians,  he  will  re- 
vive this  Order  in  its  ancient  vigor;  he  will  raise 
up  and  animate  great  numbers  of  Evangelists 
that  shall,  like  flying  angels,  with  surprising 
zeal  and  swiftness,  carry  and  preach  his  ever- 
lasting Gospel  in  every  country  and  to  every 
human  creature  under  Heaven.  Rev.  xiv,  6,  7. 
That  mighty  enmities  and  oppositions  will  every- 
where arise  against  them ;  they  will  have  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,  and  spiritual  wicked- 
nesses in  high  places,  both  in  Heathen,  Mahom- 
etan and  Christian  countries,  to  wrestle  with ; 
and  all  the  powers  both  of  earth  and  hell  will 
combine  to  crush  them ;  yet  with  the  Apostle, 
none  of  these  things  will  move  them,  neither  will 
they  count  their  lives  dear  to  themselves,  so  as 
they  may  finish  their  course  with  joy,  and  the 
ministry  (itinerant  as  his)  they  receive  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God ;  and  thro'  all  kinds  of  most  bitter  suffer- 
ings, they  shall  persevere  and  prosper;  many  will 
obtain  the  glorious  crown  of  martyrdom  for 
Christ ;  but  their  sufferings  will  more  illustri- 
ously display  the  mighty  power  and  grace  of 
God,  and  increase  the  number  of  their  converts 
as  in  ancient  times,  until  the  kingdom  and  do- 
minion, and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under 
the  whole  heaven  shall  be  given  to  the  people 
of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom 
is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions 
shall  serve  and  obey  him.     Dan.  vii. 

That  as  the  highest  glory  Christ  receives 
among  all  his  followers,  will  be  from  that  vast 
palm-bearing  multitude  who  come  out  of  great 
tribulation  and  wash  their  robes,  and  make  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  vii.,  I 
can't  tell  how  to  think,  that  he  will  have  none 
of  this  glory  from  that  vast  tract  of  America  in 
general,  or  of  New  England  in  particular,  or 
that  in  the  end  of  days  it  shall  be  said  that  there 
were  never  but  two  Quakers  who  died  for  re- 


ligion here  ;  but  that  America  as  well  as  Asia, 
Africa  and  Europe,  will  be  made  to  yield  to  the 
great  Redeemer  a  glorious  company  of  trium- 
phant martyrs,  to  brighten  and  adorn  his  crown 
in  the  day  of  his  appearance;  and  that  New 
England  will  be  made  to  yield  him  in  this  re- 
spect a  distinguished  glory.  That  'tis  therefore 
our  greatest  interest  and  wisdom,  most  seriously 
to  look  out,  expect,  and  prepare  for  sufferings ; 
and  if  we  are  faithful  to  him  to  the  death,  he 
will  not  only  give  us  a  crown  of  life,  but  also 
place  us  with  himself  on  his  own  throne,  and 
make  us  partakers  with  him  in  his  own  glory. 
That  as  to  the  Connecticut  Laws — I  should  be- 
even  astonished,  as  well  as  grieved,  if  I  had  not 
read  and  seen  so  much  of  the  same  spirit,  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  It  is  the  very  spirit  of  hu- 
man nature  in  its  present  depravation.  Even  a 
righteous  Abel,  yea,  a  most  holy,  harmless  and 
spotless  Jesus,  must  be  hated,  abused,  and  de- 
stroyed, because  they  were  so.  I  mourn  for  the 
makers  of  thtm,  for  the  temporal  hurt  they  do 
to  others,  for  preserving  their  consciences  up- 
right before  the  Lord  ;  but  much  more  for  the 
wounds  they  give  their  hearts,  for  their  entrench- 
ing on  what  I  am  sure  are  the  prerogatives  of 
the  great  Redeemer ;  and  for  the  great  dishonor 
they  bring  on  our  country,  our  profession,  our 
religion,  and  our  God.  As  I  sojourned  in  Eng- 
land near  seven  years,  I  know  how  grievous  they 
will  be  to  our  friends,  and  offensive,  if  not  en- 
raging, to  our  enemies.  Such  liberties  are  there 
in  England  for  private  schools  and  academies, 
that  not  only  the  Independent  and  Presbyterian, 
but  even  some  of  the  Church  of  England  pulpits^ 
are  supplied  from  them;  yea,  there  are  at 
this  day,  too,  considerable  Bishops  there  who 
were  not  brought  up  at  any  University  or  Col- 
lege, but  at  a  private  dissenting  Academy  ;  nor 
is  there  any  restraint  on  itinerant  preachers.  In 
one  of  your  Laws,  I  also  observe  an  High  Commis- 
sion Court  set  up,  with  such  an  unlimited  power 
as  there  is  none  so  great  in  England;  and  your 
Governor  is  invested  with  greater  power  than 
King  George  himself.  But  I  hope  the  late  ex- 
cellent printed  letter  will  help  to  open  their 
eyes. 

Lastly,  that  as  to  your  particular  case  depend- 
ing: Not  knowing  the  precise  words  you 
dropped,  I  am  not  able  to  form  a  particular 
judgment.  I  can  only  venture  to  say  in  general, 
that  the  known  sins  of  Magistrates  and  Minis- 
ters, as  well  as  people,  ought  to  be  bewailed,  es- 
pecially on  days  of  universal  humiliation  ap- 
pointed by  the  Magistrates ;  but  then  they  are 
to  be  mentioned  with  great  humility  and  de- 
cency. That  with  respect  to  these  patriarchal 
Laws,  I  cannot  see  but  they  might  be  lamented 
as  very  grievous  to  many  pious  Ministers  and 
people,  as  bereaving  of  those  liberties  Christ  has 
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most  dearly  purchased  and  kindly  given  us ; 
but  with  the  supposition  that  the  Magistrates, 
being  fallible  men,  acted  in  the  uprightness  of 
their  hearts,  and  with  a  view  to  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  the  people. 

Dear  Sir :  May  the  Lord  deliver  you  from 
eve^y  evil,  and  preserve  you  blameless  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom. 

Your  affectionate  brother  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Jesus  Christ. 

'  T.  Prince. 


APPENDIX  C. 

[The  following  items,  from  different  sources,  should  have 
been  embodied  m  the  text  of  the  Historical  Sketch,  but 
having  been  mislaid,  while  it  was  passing  through  the  press, 
they  are  here  inserted.] 

In  February,  1727,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  wrote: 
"  I  have  just  come  from  Fairfield,  where  I  have 
"  been  to  visit  a  considerable  number  of  my  peo- 
"  pie,-  in  prison  for  their  rates  to  the  dissenting 
"  Minister,  to  comfort  and  encourage  them  un- 
"  der  their  sufferings  .  .  .  There  are  thirty-five 
"  heads  of  families,  in  Fairfield,  who  all  of  them 
"  expect  what  these  have  suffered ;  and  though 
"  I  have  endeavored  to  gain  the  compassion  and 
"  favor  of  the  Government,  yet  it  can  avail  noth- 
"  ing ;  and  both  I  and  my  people  grow  weary  of 
44  our  lives  under  our  poverty  and  oppression." 
— Beardsley's  History  of  the  Church  in  Con- 
necticut. 

IL 

In  the  Seasonable  Plea  for  the  Liberty  of  Con- 
science, &c,  from  a  Gentleman  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  (1744,)  we  find  severe  criticisms  on 
the  views  of  these  who  would  sustain  the  Say- 
brook  Platform,  by  civil  authority.  After  dis- 
cussing the  subject,  the  writer  brings  forward 
as  corollaries  :  First,  That  "  the  civil  authority 
"  hath  no  power  to  make  or  Ordain  Articles  of 
"  Faith,  Creed,  Forms  of  Worship,  or  Church 
"  Government."  (p.  13.)  The  power  of  deter- 
mining in  questions  of  this  nature  lies  with  each 
worshipping  Assembly  ;  and  the  civil  authority 
ought  to  protect  all  their  subjects  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  right  and  privilege  of  judgment  in 
matters  of  Religion.  (P.  44.)  Every  Christian, 
moreover,  has  a  right  to  determine  for  himself 
what  Church  to  join  himself  to.     (P.  46.) 

The  writer  closes  with  sharp  comments  on  the 
Law  of  Connecticut,  of  May,  1742.  He  contends 
that  "  it  is  founded  on  a  false  principle,  is  ap- 
"  parently  inconsistent  with  itself,  invests  Min- 
"  isters  with  an  exorbitant  power  over  a  Church 
"  and  Congregation,  subjects  persons  supposed 
"  to  be  criminal  to  an  unreasonable  punishment, 
"  without  any  trial  in  the  Law  in  any  form  what- 
"  ever,"  &c. 

This  letter  is  dated  "  Elentheropolis,  March 
30,  1744,"  and  is  signed  "  Philalethes." 


III. 

John  Bolles'  Book,  with  his  reply  to  Johnson, 
of  Groton,  was  published  in  1756. 

Johnson  said :  "  Who  dare  be  so  brazen  faced 
"  and  lost  to  all  modesty,  as  to  say,  the  civil 
"  ruler  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Church  ?" 
Bolles  answered  :  "  It  was  a  brazen  face  in  the 
"  Rulers  and  Teachers,  at  all  times,  when  they 
"have  presumed  to  sit  in  Christ's  seat  or  judge 
"  in  cases  of  conscience,  or  things  relating  to  the 
"  worship  of  God.  And  now,  since  more  light 
"  is  come  into  the  world,  it  is  more  brazen  faced 
"for  Teachers  to  encourage  the  Rulers  any 
"  longer  therein."  A  Reply  to  J.  Johnson's  An- 
swer to  my  Book,  by  J.  B. 


APPENDIX  D. 

The  following  extracts,  from  the  American  reprint  of 
Graham's  Review  of  Ecclesiastical  Establishments  of  Eu- 
rope, and  peculiarly  appropriated  in  this  place : 

Those  who  bask  under  the  warm  sun  of  a  na- 
tional establishment,  affect  to  think  that  the 
cause  of  liberty  is  sufficiently  guarded,  and  her 
blessings  abundantly  extended,  when,  after  the 
public  teachers  of  the  national  Creed  are  secured 
in  the  possession  of  affluent  livings,  a  partial 
toleration  is  granted  to  Dissenters.  But  a  tol- 
eration incumbered  with  limitations  and  in- 
fringements on  the  rights  of  conscience,  is  an 
insult  to  human  nature  and  to  him  who  made 
it.  It  is  built  upon  absurdity  and  injustice.  It 
supposes  that  all  men  have  not  an  equal  right 
to  think  for  themselves,  and  to  worship  their 
common  Creator  and  Redeemer,  according  to 
the  light  of  their  own  understandings  and  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences :  that  if  some 
men  worship  God  at  all,  they  must  buy  their 
liberty  to  do  so,  at  the  expense  of  many  things, 
to  the  possession  of  which  their  approved  loyal- 
ty, their  elevated  stations,  their  consummate 
learning,  and  their  political  abilities  give  them 
the  justest  title  in  social  life:  and  that,  as  the 
limitations  of  toleration  are  arbitrary  and  fluc- 
tuating, the  rights  of  conscience  must  depend 
wholly  on  the  caprice  of  Government. 

Though  Legislatures  have  as  good  a  right  to  de- 
prive the  deserving  subject  of  the  whole  as  of 
any  part  of  his  natural  and  religious  rights,  vet 
these  gentlemen  profess  the  most  perfect  acqui- 
escence in  that  state  of  things.  Guided  by  early 
prejudices  and  hushed  to  silence  by  rich  emolu- 
ments, they  feel  no  check,  when  they  subscribe 
a  Calvinistic  Creed  in  an  Arminian  sense,  and 
when  they  address  the  Supreme  Being  by  forms 
which,  without  a  blush,  they  pronounce  unin- 
telligible and  absurd  !  At  the  same  time,  they 
are  panegyrists  on  the  Constitution,  bo  favor- 
able to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  conscience : 
and  they  even  affect  to  wonder  that  any  should 
complain,  when  they  must  see  every  day  the 
rights  of  conscience  redeemed  at  whatever  exor- 
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bitant  and  fluctuating  price  administration  is 
pleased  to  set  upon  them. 

The  infatuation  hath  seized  even  Dissenters 
themselves.  Many  of  these,  comparing  the  de- 
cree of  liberty  they  now  enjoy  with  the  hard- 
ships their  ancestors  endured,  are  disposed  to 
submit  tamely  to  every  abridgement  of  religious 
liberty,  which  a  moderate  administration  may 
judge  proper.  They  seem  to  think  that  occa- 
sional conformity  to  rites,  which  their  conscien- 
ces condemn,  is  no  considerable  hardship,  as 
long  as  a  constant  violation  of  the  rights  of 
conscience  is  not  made  indispensible  to  their 
filling  certain  lucrative  or  honorary  stations ; 
and  that  all  wishes  that  the  rights  of  mankind 
were  set  on  more  advantageous  ground  are  fa- 
natical and  absurd.  Men  of  such  easy  princi- 
ples, keep  one  another  from  blushing  at  their 
absurdity,  and  from  remorse  at  their  impiety. 
Such  principles  are  unworthy  of  any  above  the 
rank  of  slaves  and  sycophants.  As  long  as  a 
favorite  denomination  enjoys  alone  all  those 
privileges  which  ought  to  be  enjoyed  in  com- 
mon by  all  deserving  subjects,  and  conscientious 
Dissenters  are  either  robbed  of  their  civil  rights 
or  are  obliged  to  redeem  them  at  the  price  of 
daring  to  violate  rights  infinitely  more  precious, 
who  without  blushing,  can  reckon  it  unreason- 
able to  wish  that  that  liberty  and  right  were  more 
diffusively  extended  and  more  firmly  established? 

It  is  plain  from  these  and  similar  facts,  that 
national  Churches  have  ever  been  at  war,  not 
only  with  the  rights  of  mankind,  but  even  with 
the  spirit  of  Christianity  itself.  Justice  and 
Mercy  are  the  foundations  of  her  throne ;  equity 
and  righteousness  are  the  pillars  of  her  empire. 
National  establishments,  therefore,  are  not  that 
full  and  impartial  patronage  of  Christianity, 
which  she,  by  the  blessings  she  pours  down  on 
society,  ever  and  exclusively  deserves,  and  which 
every  Legislature  in  the  Christian  world  owes  her 

The  proof  of  this  assertion  is  intended  in  this 
work.  That  it  may  be  more  full  and  satisfac- 
tory, the  question  concerning  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  national  establishments  must  be 
distinctly  stated;  and  the  signification  of  the 
terms  which  are  to  be  used  must  be  clearly  as- 
certained. 

I.  The  question  is  not — Ought  Legislatures  to 
interest  themselves  in  the  public  profession  of 
religion  ? 

"  II.  Nor  is  the  question — Should  Christian  Leg- 
islatures give  a  legal  establishment  to  religion, 
both  natural  and  revealed  ? 

III.  The  question  is  not — Whether  Legislature, 
by  granting  a  precluding  patronage  to  one  de- 
nomination of  Christians,  does  too  much  ?  But 
whether,  by  doing  so  much  for  one  description 
-of  Christians,  civil  Government  does  not  fall 
hort  of  its  own  original  purposes  ;  and  instead 


of  establishing  the  Church  with  the  full  and 
adequate  profession  of  Christianity,  in  her,  does 
not  in  a  great  measure  overthrow  both  ? 

There  is  nothing  more  contrary  to  reason  as 
well  as  revelation,  than  to  suppose  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  is  confined  to  any  one  sect  or 
description  of  christians.  She  is  catholic.  •  She 
comprehends,  within  her  extensive  pale,  all  so- 
cieties, whose  soundness  in  the  faith,  and  whose 
conscientious  subjection  to  the  institutions  of 
Christ,  entitle  them  to  the  honour  of  being  just- 
ly reckoned  parts  of  that  sacred  body. 

When  any  Government,  therefore,  grants  a 
precluding  patronage  to  any  particular  part  of 
that  body,  appointing  subscription  to  its  creed 
the  legal  condition  of  enjoying  the  common 
rights  of  citizens  and  subjects ;  neither  is  the 
Church,  according  to  the  full  import  of  the 
term,  established — nor  does  Government  itself 
act  up  to  its  original  ends.  It  suspends  the  du- 
ties it  owes  to  society,  protection,  patronage  and 
encouragement,  on  conditions  which  are  foreign 
to  civil  society.  A  particular  sect  alone  is  pro- 
tected and  patronized ;  and  other  subjects — 
other  Christians,  equally  deserving  of  civil  so- 
ciety, are  robbed  of  their  property  to  enrich  it. 
Such  an  establishment  constitutes  its  objects  a 
schismatical  body.  It  puts  it  in  their  power  by 
law,  to  erect  a  separate  interest  from  their  breth- 
ren, and  to  pursue  designs,  foreign,  yea,  often 
opposite  to  our  common  Christianity.  It  au- 
thorizes them  to  insult,  to  persecute,  and  to  kill 
their  fellow-Christians  of  other  denominations 
and  of  other  churches,  belonging  to  the  same 
Catholic  body.  It  patronizes  them  in  proudly 
arogating  to  themselves,  after  the  accustomed, 
manner  of  all  who  are  actuated  by  a  schismati- 
cal spirit,  the  high-sounding  appellation  of — 
The  Church. 

IV.  The  state  of  the  inquiry,  therefore,  is — 
"  Whether  the  state  of  civil  society,  the  marked 
"character  of  Christ's  kingdom,  the  law  of 
"equity,  and  the  rights  of  conscience,  admit 
"  that  any  Legislature  should  incorporate  any 
"  distinct  description  of  Christians ;  should  dig- 
"  nify  it  with  the  pompous  title  of  The  Church  ; 
"  and  should  ally  it  to  the  political  Constitu- 
"  tion,  in  such  a  degree  of  intimacy,  that  com- 
"  munion  with  that  incorporated  sect,  in  all  the 
•'  offices  of  religion,  shall  be  as  indispensably 
"  necessary  to  entitle  any  subject  to  the  legal 
"  enjoyment  of  the  common  rights  of  men,  of 
"  citizens,  and  of  Christians,  as  his  approved 
"  obedience  to  the  common  and  statute  law  of 
"  his  country  ?" 

In  fewer  words,  the  question  is — "  Whether 
"  Communion  with  the  National  Church 
"  OUGHT  to  be  a  Rule  of  Law,  in  the  politi- 
"  cal  Constitution,  for  conferring  civil  rewards, 
"  and  inflicting  civil  punishments  ?" 
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I— .ANDREW  HAMILTON,  ESQ.,  OF  PENN 
SYLVANIA. 

By   J.  Francis  Fisher. 

The  name  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  it  is  proba- 
ble, would  have  sunk  into  oblivion,  but  for  the 
place  it  has  in  the  History  of  Civil  Rights,  as 
that  of  one  of  the  earliest  and  boldest  asser- 
tors  of  the  Liberty  of  Speech  and  Writing,  to 
whom  precedence  must  be  given  over  the  fam- 
ous Mr.  Erskine,  in  the  enunciation  of  the  now 
universally  accepted  doctrines  of  the  Law  of 
Libel.  All  who  have  read  his  defence  of  the 
Printer,  John  Peter  Zenger,  before  Chief- 
justice  DeLancey  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York,  in  1736,  will  perhaps  desire  to 
know  something  more  of  this  learned  and 
fearless  Advocate. 

The  following  pages  perhaps  contain  all  the 
facts  of  his  private  history  and  professional  and 
political  career,  which  it  is  now  possible  to  re- 
cover. They  will  probably  excite  regret  that  so 
little  can  now  be  known  of  a  man  whose  patri- 
otism and  public  spirit  were  as  pre-eminent  in 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  legal  at- 
tainments which  mark  him,  in  all  respects,  as 
the  first  of  our  Colonial  Lawyers. 

Andrew  Hamilton  was  a  Scotchman,  born 
in  the  year  1676.  Although  his  parentage  cannot 
be  ascertained,  he  was  doubtless  of  gentle  blood  ; 
and  his  education  must  have  been  very  good. 
Of  his  early  history,  nothing  is  known.  The 
family  tradition  is  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
fly  from  his  native  country  in  consequence  cf 
killing  a  person  of  some  importance  in  a  duel. 
It  is  more  likely  that  he  may  been  involved  in 
some  of  the  political  difficulties  during  the  reign 
of  King  William.  At  all  events,  he  thought 
■proper,  for  some  time  after  his  arrival  in  Am- 
erica, to  conceal  his  name,  taking  that  of  Trent. 
Whatever  the  cause  might  have  been,  all  dan- 
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ger  to  himself  was  passed  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  ;  and  his  admission  to  Gray's  Inn  and  call 
to  the  English  Bar  forbid  the  idea  of  his  emi- 
gration under  a  charge  of  felony  or  any  dis- 
graceful crime. 

His  first  residence  in  the  Colonies  seems  to 
have  been  the  Eastern  shore  of  Virginia after- 
wards in  Kent-county,  Maryland.  He  is  said 
to  have  had  charge  of  an  Estate  ;  and  to  have 
kept  a  Classical  School.  He  married  after- 
wards a  lady  of  some  fortune,  Mrs.  Anne, 
(Brown)  widow  of  Joseph  Preeson,  connected 
with  some  of  the  first  families  in  Maryland. 
In  the  year  1712,  he  was  established  in  Chester- 
town,  as  a  lawyer,  with  a  handsome  practice  and 
great  reputation  for  ability.  In  that  year  he 
was  first  retained  by  the  agents  of  William  Penn 
in  a  suit  against  Berkeley  Codd,  Esq.,  of  Sus- 
sex-county, Delaware,  who  had  disputed  some 
of  his  Rights  under  the  Grant  of  the  Duke  of 
York.  It  may  be  remarked  as  a  curious  fact 
that  Andrew  Hamilton,  son  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  married  a  grand-daughter  of  Mr. 
Codd — the  daughter  and  heiress  of  William 
Till,  a  gentleman  of  some  consequence  in  the 
Colony — obtaining  with  her  among  other  pro- 
perty the  Woodlands  Estate,  near  Philadelphia, 
afterwards  so  highly  improved  by  his  son,  Wil- 
liam Hamilton. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  legal  studies  of  An- 
drew Hamilton,  commenced  in  Great  Britain, 
must  have  been  completed  in  Maryland,  where 
there  were,  among  the  officials  of  the  Govern- 
ment, several  men  of  considerable  legal  attain- 
ments, and,  amongst  the  gentry  of  the  East- 
ern Shore,  some  highly  educated  men.  What- 
ever opportunities  these  afforded,  it  is  cer- 
tain they  were  made  the  most  of;  and  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six.  Andrew  Hamilton  had 
already  attained  great  reputation  and  a  lu- 
crative practice.  But  the  position  of  a  Col- 
onial lawyer  seems  in  those  times  to  have  de- 
pended on  the  favor  or  license  of  the  local  au- 
thorities ;  and  a  call  to  the  English  Bar,  as  a 
member  of  the  Temple  of  Gray's  Inn,  was  al- 
ways prized  as  giving  a  rank  and  independence 
before  the  Colonial  Judges,  well  worth  the  ex- 
pense and  time  of  a  voyage  to  England.     So 
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Mr.  Hamilton  thought ;  and  with  this  object  he 
sailed  for  England  in  the  year  1712.  The  Re- 
cords of  Gray's  Inn  show  that  he  was  admitted 
a  member  of  that  learned  Society  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  January,  1712,  where  he  is  designated 
as  Mr.  Andrew  Hamilton  of  Maryland  ;  and  on 
the  tenth  of  February  of  the  same  year,  he  was, 
per  favor,  called  to  the  Bar,  which  means,  with- 
out keeping  the  usual  Terms,  though  not,  it  is 
to  be  inferred,  without  proof  of  character  and 
learning  in  the  Law. 

He  soon  after  returned  to  America  and  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia.  Here  his  abilities 
gained  him  the  first  position  at  the  Bar  and 
a  large  practice.  When  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
accepted  on  condition  that  his  attendance 
should  not  interfere  with  his  practice ;  and  he 
appears  rarely  if  ever  to  have  taken  his  seat  in 
that  body.  He  had  previously  been  appointed, 
in  1717,  Attorney-general  of  the  Province,  which 
office  he  resigned  in  1726,  before  his  second 
visit  to  England,  which  was  of  considerable 
length. 

After  his  return  on  the  fifth  of  June,  1 727,  he  re- 
ceived from  Governor  Gordon,  the  lucrative  post 
of  Prothonotary,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Ashton,  in  consideration  not  only  of  his  legal 
qualifications,  but  also  of  "  the  considerable  ser- 
"  vice  he  had  done  to  the  Proprietors  in  this 
"  Province  and  country." 

In  April,  1728,  we  find  he  was  Recorder  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  ;  and,  in  November, 
1737,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Thomas, 
Judge  of  Vice-admiralty,  which  office  it  is  sup 
posed  he  held  until  his  death,  his  judicial  tunc 
tions  not  appearing  to  interfere  with  his  prac 
tice  in  other  Courts. 

In  the  year  1727,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  from  Bucks-county;  and 
he  was  returned  to  the  same  seat  for  twelve  suc- 
cessive years.  He  immediately  took  a  leading 
part  in  public  affairs  ;  was  Chairman  of  the  most 
important  Committees,  the  author  of  most  of 
the  Addresses  of  the  Governor,  to  the  Proprie- 
tors, and  to  the  English  Government ;  and  the 
draughtsman  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly. 

In  October,  1729,  he  was  elected  Speaker  ;  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  1733,  he  filled 
the  chair  uninterruptedly  till  his  final  retire- 
ment in  1739.  On  one  occasion,  at  least,  he  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members. 
Every  mark  of  their  confidence  seems  to  have 
been  bestowed.  He  was  appointed  a  Trustee 
of  the  Loan  Office,  and  entrusted  with  the 
building  and  disbursements  for  the  State 
House — sacred  to   us,  and    to    all  Americans, 

*  The  original  facade,  with  the  arcades  connecting  the 
wings,  had  a  much  better  effect  than  the  present  unsightly 
offices  of  "The  Row." 


as  the  Hall  op  Independence.  It  appears* 
that  although  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Graeme 
were  of  the  Committee,  that  the  designs  were 
furnished  and  entirely  carried  out  by  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton. This  appears  to  have  been  to  the  public 
satisfaction :  and  although  the  exterior  cannot 
boast  of  much  architectural  grandeur,  *  the  in- 
terior, especially  the  entrance  hall  and  stair- 
case, have  been  much  praised  by  good  judges. 
The  other  apartments  might  be,  if  their  origi- 
nal panelings  and  decorations  had  not  been 
many  years  ago  barbarously  removed — unluckily 
before  Colonel  Trumbull's  picture  of  the  Signh 
ers  of  the  Declaration  was  sketched — or  we 
might  have  a  representation  of  the  Hall  as  it 
was  in  July,  1776.  The  tradition  is,  that  it  was 
richly  carved  and  in  the  finest  style.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  restore  it,  about  forty  year* 
ago,  and  some  little  fragments  of  ornamental 
work  were  found  in  the  cellars  of  the  building,, 
which  may  be  seen  over  the  smaller  doors,  but 
give  little  idea  of  the  pristine  appearance  of 
this  hallowed  apartment — the  dignity  of  which 
is  departed,  and  the  proper  associations  nearly 
effaced. 

The  respect  and  confidence  of  his  colleagues 
were  not  purchased  by  any  unworthy  compli- 
ances. While,  at  all  times,  advocating  every  in- 
herited and  chartered  Right,  and  promoting- 
every  measure  of  public  utility,  he  never  was- 
ranked  in  the  soi-disant  popular  anti-proprieta- 
ry party ;  and  his  constant  opposition  to  Sir 
William  Keith  was  justified  by  the  develop- 
ments of  the  character  and  objects  of  that  mer- 
cenary and  factious  man.  Such  was  the  verdict 
of  public  opinion  in  Pennsylvania. 

On  taking  leave  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1739,  when,-owing  to  his  grow- 
ing infirmities,  he  declared  his  intention  of  de- 
clining all  further  public  service,  he  said  : — * 

"  Gentlemen  : 

"  As  the  Service  of  the  Country  should  be  the- 
"  only  Motive  to  induce  any  man  to  take  upon 
"  him  the  Country's  Trust,  which  none  ought  to- 
"  assume  who  find  themselves  incapable  of  giv- 
"  ing  such  a  constant  Attendance  as  the  Nature- 
"  of  so  great  Trust  requires  ;  and  as  you  are  Wit- 
nesses of  the  frequent  Indispositions  of  Body  I 
"have  so  long  laboured  under,  particularly  dur- 
"  ing  the  winter  Season  (the  usual  Time  of  doing 
"  Business  here)  and  being  apprehensive  that,  by 
"  Reason  of  my  Age  and  Infirmities,  which  daily 
"  increase,  I  may  be  unable  to  discharge  the  Duty 


*  The  Records  of  the  Assembly,  under  date  of  "  6th  Mo- 
"  11.  1739"  are  as  follows  : 

"And  the  House  being  about  to  adjourn,  the  Speaker  ad- 
"  dressed  himself  to  them  in  the  following  Speech,  a  Copy 
"  whereof,  on  Request,  he  delivered  to  the  Clerk,  and  it  was 

"  Resolved,  upon  Motion,  that  the  same  be  inserted  in  the- 
"Minutes of  the  House."  Totes  and  Proceedings,  iii,  349' 
-[H,  G.  J.] 
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"  expected  from  a  Member  of  Assembly;  I  there- 
"  fore  hope  that  these  Considerations  alone,  were 
"  there  no  others,  will  appear  to  you  sufficient  to 
"justify the  Determination  I  am  come  to,  of  de- 
"  dining  the  farther  Service  of  the  Province  in 
' '  a  Representative  Capacity. 

"  As  to  my  Conduct,  it  is  not  for  me  to  con- 
"  demn  or  commend  it :  Those  who  have  sat 
"  here  from  time  to  time  during  my  Standing, 
"  and  particularly  these  several  Gentlemen  pres- 
"  ent,  who  were  Members  when  I  first  came  into 
"  the  House  (whom  I  now  see  with  Pleasure) 
"  have  the  Right  to  judge  of  my  Behaviour,  and 
u  and  will  censure  or  approve  of  it  as  it  has  de- 
"  served.  But,  whatever  that  may  have  been,  I 
"  know  my  own  Intentions,  and  that  I  ever  had 
"  at  Heart  the  Preservation  of  Liberty,  the  Love 
"  of  which,  as  it  first  drew  me  to,  so  it  con- 
"  stantly  prevailed  upon  me  to  reside  in,  this 
"  Province,  tho'  to  the  manifest  Prejudice  of  my 
"  Fortune. 

u  But  (waiving  all  Remarks  of  a  private  Na- 
"  ture,  which  Reflections  of  this  kind  might  na- 
"  turally,  and  justly  lead  me  into)  I  would 
"  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  you,  That  it  is  not  to 
"  the  Fertility  of  our  Soil,  and  theCommodious- 
"  ness  of  our  Rivers,  that  we  ought  chiefly  to  at-  | 
"  tribute  the  great  Progress  this  Province  has 
"  made,  within  so  small  a  Compass  of  Years,  in 
"  Improvements,  Wealth,  Trade,  and  Naviga- 
"  tion,  and  the  extraordinary  Increase  of  People, 
"  who  have  been  drawn  hither  from  almost 
"  every  Country  in  Europe ;  a  Progress  which 
"  much  more  antient  Settlements  on  the  Main 
"  of  America  cannot  at  present  boast  of,  No,  it 
"  is  principally  and  almost  wholly  owing  to  the 
"  Excellency  of  our  Constitution,  under  which 
"  we  enjoy  a  greater  Share  both  of  civil  and  re- 
"  ligioue  Liberty  than  any  of  our  Neighbours. 

"  It  is  our  great  Happiness  that  instead  of  tri- 
"  ennial  Assemblies,  a  Privilege  which  several 
"  other  Colonies  have  long  endeavoured  to  ob- 
"  tain,  but  in  vain,  ours  are  annual ;  and  for 
"  that  Reason,  as  well  as  others,  less  liable  to 
"  be  practised  upon,  or  corrupted,  either  with 
"  Money  or  Presents.  We  sit  upon  our  own  Ad- 
"  journments,  when  we  please,  and  as  long  as  we 
"  think  necessary,  and  are  not  to  be  sent  a  Pack- 
"  ing,  in  the  Middle  of  a  Debate,  and  disabled 
"  from  representing  our  just  Grievances  to  our 
"  Gracious  Sovereign,  if  there  should  be  Occa- 
"  sion,  which  has  often  been  the  hard  fate  of 
"  Assemblies  in  other  Places. 
.  "  We  have  no  Officers  but  what  are  necessa- 
"  ry ;  none  but  what  earn  their  Salaries,  and 
"  those  generally  are  either  elected  by  the  Peo- 
"  pie,  or  appointed  by  their  Representatives. 

"  Other  Provinces  swarm  with    unnecessary 
"  Officers,  nominated   by  the   Governors,  who 


"  often  make  it  a  main  Part  of  their  Care 
"  to  support  those  Officers,  (notwithstanding 
"  their  Oppressions.)  At  all  events.  I  hope  it  will 
"  ever  be  the  Wisdom  of  our  Assemblies  to 
"  create  no  great  Offices  or  Officers,  nor  indeed 
"  any  Officer  at  all,  but  what  is  really  necessary 
"  for  the  Service  of  the  Country,  and  to  be  sure 
"  to  let  the  People,  or  their  Representatives 
"  have  at  least,  a  Share  in  their  Nomination  or 
"  Appointment.  This  will  always  be  a  good  Se- 
"  curity  against  the  mischievo'us  Influence  of 
"  Men  holding  Places  at  the  Pleasure  of  the 
"  Governor. 

"  Our  foreign  Trade  and  Shipping  are  free 
"  from  all  Imposts,  except  the  small  Duties 
"  payable  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Statute  Laws 
"  of  Great  Britain.  The  Taxes  which  we  pay 
"  for  carrying  on  the  Publick  Service  is  incon- 
"  siderable  ;  for  the  sole  Power  of  raising  and 
•'  disposing  of  the  Publick  Money  for  the  Sup- 
"  port  of  Government  is  lodged  in  the  Assem- 
'  bly,  who  appoint  their  own  Treasurer,  and  to 
'  them  alone  he  is  accountable.  Other  inoi- 
'  dental  Taxes  are  assessed,  collected  and  ap- 
'  plied  by  Persons  annually  chosen  by  the  Peo- 
'  pie  themselves.  Such  is  our  happy  State  as  to 
'  Civil  Rights. 

"  Nor  are  we  less  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
'  of  a  perfect  Freedom  as  to  Religion.  By 
'  many  Years  Experience,  we  find  that  an 
'  Equality  among  religious  Societies,  without 

•  distinguishing  any  one  Sect  with  greater 
'  Privileges  than  another,  is  the  most  effectual 
'  Method  to  discourage  Hypocrisy,  promote  the 
'  Practice  of  the  moral  Virtues,  and  prevent 
'  the  Plagues  and  Mischiefs  that  always  attend 
'  religious  Squabbling. 

"  This  is  our  Constitution,  and  this  Constitu- 
tion was  framed  by  the  Wisdom  of  Mr. 
'  Penn,  the  first  Proprietor  and  Founder  of  the 
'  Province,  whose  Charter  of  Privileges  to  the 
'  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  will  ever  remain 
'  a  Monument  of  his  Benevolence  to  Mankind 
'  and  reflect  more  lasting  Honour  on  his  De- 
'  scendants  than  the  largest  Possessions.  In 
'  the  Framing  of  this  Government,  he  reserved 
'  no  Powers  to  himself  or  his  Heirs  to  oppress 
1  the  People  ;  no  Authority  but  what  is  neces- 

•  sary  for  our  Protection,  and  to  hinder  us  from 
falling  into  Anarchy  ;  and  therefore,  (suppos- 

;  ing  we  could  persuade  ourselves  that  all  our 
;  Obligations  to  our  great  Law-giver.and  his  hon- 
ourable Descendants,  were  entirely  cancelled, 
yet)  our  own  Interests  should  oblige  us  care- 
fully to  support  the  Government  on  its  present 
Foundation,  as  the  only  Means  to  secure  to 
ourselves  and  our  Posterity  the  enjoyment 
of  those  Privileges,  and  the  Blessings  flowing 
from  such  a  Constitution,  under  which  we 
cannot  fail  of  being  happy,  if  the  Fault  be  not 
our  own. 
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"  Yet  I  have  observed,  that  in  former  Assem- 
"  blies  there  have  been  Men  who  have  acted  in 
"  such  a  Manner  as  if  they  utterly  disregarded 
"  all  those  inestimable  Privileges,  and  (whether 
"  from  private  Pique  and  personal  Dislike,  or 
"  thro'  Mistake,  I  will  not  determine)  have  gone 
"  great  Lengths  in  risking  our  Happiness,  in 
"  the  Prosecution  of  such  Measures  as  did  not 
"  at  all  square  with  the  Professions  they  frequent- 
"  ly  made  of  their  Love  to  our  Government. 

"  When  I  reflect  on  the  several  Struggles  which 
"many  of  us,  now  present,  have  had  with  those 
"  Men,  in  order  to  rescue  the  Constitution  out 
"  of  their  Hands,  which,  thro'  their  Mistakes 
"  (if  they  were  Mistakes)  was  often  brought  on 
"the  Brink  of  Destruction  ;  I  cannot  help  cau- 
"  tioning  you,  in  the  most  earnest  Manner, 
"  against  all  personal  Animosity  in  publick 
"  Consultations,  as  a  Rock,  which,  if  not 
"  avoided,  the  Constitution  will  at  some  Time 
"  or  other  infallibly  split  upon. 

"  But  there  is  no  Room  for  Applications  of 
"  that  Kind  at  present.  It  is  with  Delight  I 
"see  this  Session  of  Assembly  end  in  a  Manner 
"  very  different  from  what  was  expected  in  the 
"  Beginning  of  the  Year.  The  principal  Busi- 
"  ness  has  been  carried  on  with  so  good  an 
"  Agreement  among  the  Members  of  the  House, 
"  and  so  little  Difference  in  Sentiments  between 
"  our  Governor  and  the  People,  that  it  cannot 
"  but  yield  a  sensible  Pleasure  to  all  who  wish 
"  well  to  this  Province. 

"  As  this,  Gentlemen,  is  likely  to  be  the  last 
"Time  I  may  trouble  you  with  anything  in  this 
"  Place,  I  hope  you  will  the  more  easily  pardon 
"  the  Liberties  I  have  taken  ;  and  that  you  will 
"  farther  permit  me  here  to  acknowledge  my 
"  Obligations  to  that  County,  which  has  so  of- 
"  ten  elected  me  for  one  of  their  Representa- 
"  tives ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you, 
"  that  I  shall  always  retain  a  grateful  Sense  of 
"  the  great  Confidence  so  long  reposed  in  me, 
"  and  the  Honour  so  frequently  conferred  upon 
"  me  by  many  successive  Assemblies,  in  calling 
"  me  to  the  Chair  of  this  honourable  House." 

Cotemporaneously  with  his  occupancy  of  his 
seat  in  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  as  its  Speak- 
er, Andrew  Hamilton  filled,  for  one  or  more 
years,  the  same  place  in  the  Three  Lower 
Counties — now  the  State  of  Delaware.  This 
has  been  only  ascertained  from  the  published 
Laws  of  Delaware,  printed  by  Franklin,  in 
1741.  Some  of  the  most  elaborate  and  im- 
portant of  these  Statutes  have  the  signature 
of  Andrew  Hamilton,  as  Speaker ;  but  these  are 
without  date  or  year  of  the  King's  reign,  but 
being  executed  under  the  administration  of 
Governor  Gordon,  must  date  before  the  year 
1737,  when  he  was  superceded  by  Governor 
Thomas.      Among  these  Acts  are  those  for  reg- 


ulating Elections ;  for  securing  the  adminis- 
tration of  Estates  ;  for  the  confirmation  of  Ti- 
tles to  land  and  for  establishing  Courts  of  Law 
and  Equity  ;  and  these  were  all,  without  doubt, 
drafted  by  Mr.  Hamilton  ;  and  have  been  cited 
as  evidence  of  his  great  ability,  by  eminent  law- 
yers. 

The  Records  of  Delaware,  however,  of  that 
period,  have  not  been  preserved  at  the  public 
offices ;  and  the  search  for  the  name  of  An- 
drew Hamilton  in  their  legislative  and  judicial 
proceedings,  has  been  entirely  fruitless. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  Three  Lower  Coun- 
ties gives  evidence  of  his  having  been  employed 
in  similar  services  at  a  much  earlier  date  : 
"  Sir, 

"  The  Representatives  of  this  Government  in 
"  Assembly  met,  being  truly  sensible  of  the 
"  Services  you  have  this  Session  done,  have 
"  commanded  me  to  return  you  their  hearty 
"  Thanks  for  the  same — which  in  their  Names 
"  &  my  own  I  most  sincerely  do — and  at  the 
"  same  Time  lay  hold  of  the  Opportunity  to 
"  subscribe  with  Pleasure, 

"Yr  most  humble  Serv1 

"  John  ffrench,  Speaker. 
"  March  15th,  1726. 
"To  Andrew  Hamilton,  Esq. 
"  These." 

Of  his  professional  attainments  and  ability, 
only  traditional  and  fragmentary  evidences  re- 
main to  this  day,  except  his  celebrated  argu- 
ment in  the  Zenger  Case,  which  has  procured 
for  him  a  place  in  the  History  of  Liberty  and 
has  been  called  by  Gouverneur  Morris  the 
"  Day  Star  of  the  Revolution,"  as  it  unquestion- 
ably awakened  the  public  mind  throughout 
the  Colonies  to  a  conception  of  the  most  sacred 
rights  as  Citizens  and  as  subjects  of  a  Free 
Country. 

The  speech,  which  was  repeatedly  printed  in 
England  as  well  as  America,  may  be  commend- 
ed more  for  the  bold  enunciation  of  principle 
than  for  the  accumulation  of  learned  citations 
and  for  its  argument  from  precedents ;  but  it 
uses  its  authorities  with  masterly  skill,  and 
deals  crushing  blows  to  the  Prosecution  and 
the  Court.  It  justly  establishes  its  author's 
fame  as  the  first  lawyer  of  his  time  in  the 
British  Provinces;  and  we  have  besides  the 
abounding  evidence  of  his  high  consideration 
by  his  professional  Brethren  in  the  neighboring 
Provinces,  where  his  opinions  were  constantly 
sought  for. 

He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Proprietary 
family,  from  his  removal  to  Philadelphia  till 
his  death;  and  in  the  difficulties  with  Lord 
Baltimore  he  was  particularly  useful.     At  every 
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step  taken  in  this  tedious  controversy,  he  seems 
to  have  been  consulted  ;  and  served  in  various 
Commissions  to  meet  the  Maryland  Authorities 
in  framing  the  Terms  of  Agreement,  in  1732, 
upon  which  the  Case  was  brought  before  the 
Privy  Council  by  Mr.  Murray,  afterwards  the 
celebrated  Lord  Mansfield;  and  in  preparing  the 
materials  of  the  Brief  upon  which  it  was  final- 
le  submitted,  after  his  death,  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  Mr.  Hamilton  not  only  exerted  the 
most  untiring  industry,  but  exhibited  marked 
ability  ;  and  the  gratitude  of  his  employers  was 
shown  by  their  more  than  ordinary  remuner- 
ation for  his  services.  The  Estate  of  Bush 
Hill,  forming  part  of  the  present  City  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  comprising  the  whole  space  from 
Vine-street  to  Coates-street,  and  from  Twelfth- 
street  to  Nineteenth-street,  was  carved  out  of 
the  manor  of  Springettsbury,  and  granted  by 
the  advice  of  James  Logan  to  the  great  lawyer. 
On  this,  he  erected  a  spacious  and  stately  man- 
sion in  which  he  died.  Here,  his  son,  Governor 
Hamilton,  long  exercised  a  generous  hospital- 
ity ;  and  here,  too,  John  Adams  resided  during 
his  Vice-presidency.  It  was  burned  about  sixty 
years  ago ;  but  the  walls,  still  standing,  were  re- 
stored on  a  sadly  debased  shape,  forming  part 
of  a  floor-cloth  manufactory,  and  since  convert- 
ed to  other  uses.  There  is  a  poorly  engraved 
view  of  it  in  the  Universal  Magazine,  December, 
1787,  with  its  out-houses,  giving  a  higher  idea 
of  its  magnitude  than  of  its  architectural 
beauty. 

Andrew  Hamilton  also  acquired  a  noble 
estate  in  Lancaster-county.  The  town  plot  of 
the  City  of  Lancaster  was  laid  out  on  this  prop- 
erty, in  1728  ;  and  the  ground  rents  reserved, 
yielded,  for  a  long  time,  an  income  to  his  de- 
scendants, till  popular  policy  was  roused  against 
that  kind  of  tenure  ;  and,  although  the  appeal  of 
the  Tenants  to  an  incorrupt  and  unterrified  Judi- 
ciary was  in  vain,  the  family  were  induced  to  cede 
their  established  rights  on  liberal  terms  of  com- 
promise. The  parts  of  the  Bush  Hill  Estate 
sold  have  enriched  several  members  of  the  fam- 
ily, who  still  retain  a  considerable  portion  of 
it.  Besides  these  estates,  they  had  lands  in 
New  Jersey ;  and  the  valuable  city  property 
bounded  by  Chestnut  and  Third-streets  and  the 
Dock  Creek,  where  a  mansion,  described  in 
Watson's  Annals  of  Philadalphia,  as  Clarke's 
Great  house,  was  the  birth-place  of  Governor 
Hamilton.  It  was  afterward  sold  to  and  in- 
habited by  Israel  Pemberton,  the  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Friends'  Meeting  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  ;  and,  under  the  Administration  of 
General  Washington,  it  was  occupied  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  as  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  United  States. 


the  years  1724  and  1726,  was  probably  connect- 
ed with  the  great  Penn  and  Baltimore  case  ;  but 
no  trace  can,  it  is  believed,  now  be  found  of  his 
appearance  as  a  Barrister  at  the  English  Court, 
tho'  this  is  not  impossible.  The  opportunity 
was  however  given  for  an  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Murray  and  the  other  great  Lawyers  of  the 
day  ;  and  was  no  doubt  the  occasion  referred  to, 
in  his  defense  of  Zenger,  when  he  "  saw  the 
"  practice  of  very  great  Courts."*  Sir  Philip 
Yorke,  afterward  the  great  Lord  Hardwicke, 
was  then  the  leader  of  the  English  Bar;  and 
Mr.  Hamilton  might  have  been  present  at  the 
famous  trial  of  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield. 

In  America,  we  find  traces  of  his  employment 
in  the  Courts  of  several  Colonies  ;  and  his  opin- 
ion was  often  sought  for  by  different  Provin- 
cial Governors,  in  matters  of  political  or  pecu- 
niary importance.  At  home  he  probably  had  a 
part  in  every  important  case.  His  great  success 
excited  envy  and  stimulated  calumny.  The 
party  leaders  he  opposed  and  frustrated,  th« 
rival  lawyers  whose  ignorance  and  incompetence 
he  exposed,  the  unfortunate  litigants  whom  he 
disappointed,  all  were  his  enemies,  or  at  least, 
ready  to  listen  to  his  detractors.  There  exist  in 
print  some  most  abusive  attacks  upon  him,  the 
scurrility  of  which  is  alone  fatal  to  their  credit — 
which  contain  no  definite  charges ;  and  which  are 
contradicted  by  all  we  know  of  him.  The  chief 
accusation  was  a  grasping  spirit  and  dishon- 
esty in  his  practice.  The  latter  charge  is  im- 
possible, for  he  had  the  respect  of  all  the  best 
men  of  the  Colony.  As  a  contradiction  to  the 
latter,  we  may  involve  his  noble  disinterested- 
ness in  the  case  of  Zenger,  when  "  he  offer'd  to 
"  go  to  New  York  without  fee  or  reward  un- 
"der  the  weight  of  many  years  &  great  infirmi- 
"  ties  of  body,"  to  advocate  the  great  cause  of 
Civil  Liberty.  With  a  professional  reputation 
already  established,  a  fortune  already  acquired, 
he  appeared  before  a  Court  which  had  already 
prejudged  his  case  and  a  provincial  jury  very 
likely  to  be  intimidated  by  the  frowns  of  au- 
thority, to  assert  the  great.  Right  of  Freedom  of 
the  Press,  without  which  most  other  Rights 
would  be  valueless. 

Preceding,  by  fifty  years,  the  great  English 
lawyer  who  finally  established  this  principle 
of  Liberty,  he  had  used  the  same  course  of  ar- 
gument and  we  may  justly  claim  for  him  the 
larger  share  of  honor — an  honor  also  to  be  given 
to  the  honest  jury.  In  those  days  there  was  no 
small  courage  required  to  oppose  the  authorities 
in  a  King's  Colony,  where  so  much  depended  on 
royal  favor. 

AndrewHamilton  died  at  Bush  Hill  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1741,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  grave- 
yard on  the  Estate  ;  but  on  its  sale,  his  remains, 
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with  those  of  his  children,  were  removed  to  a 
spacious  mausoleum  in  Christ  Church-yard, 
which  was  closed  on  the  last  of  his  name  in 
1848. 

His  children  were  James  Hamilton,  who,  by 
two  appointments,  and  for  many  years,  was 
Lieutenant-governor  of  Pennsylvania — a  gentle- 
man of  great  dignity  and  private  worth  ;  dis- 
tinguished for  liberality  and  independence ;  the 
only  native  Governor  before  the  Revolution ;  and 
probably  the  most  esteemed  by  his  countrymen, 
as  well  as  the  Proprietary  family.  He  was  one 
of  the  early  patrons  of  Benjamin  West,  by 
whom  there  is  a  very  fine  full-length  portrait 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  collateral  descend- 
ant, Mr.  Hamilton  Beckett,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Lord-chancellor  Lyndhurst  and 
resides  in  England.  He  patronized  and  en- 
couraged all  public  enterprises;  and  was  the 
President  of  the  American  Philosophical  Socie- 
ty before  its  union  with  the  Society  for  the  Dif- 
fusion of  Useful  Knowledge,  under  the  auspices 
of  Dr.  Franklin.  James  Hamilton  died  in  the 
year  1782.  His  brother,  Andrew  Hamilton,  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  William  Fell,  Esq. ;  and  their 
son,  William,  was  distinguished  as  probably  the 
earliest  collector  of  Pictures  and  cultivator  of 
ornamental  gardening.  In  his  day,  there  was  no 
country  seat  equal  to  the  Woodlands,  for  trees 
and  shrubbery  and  plants  imported  from  every 
region  ;  for  Pictures,  many  of  them  selected  by 
West;  and  other  objects  of  taste.  In  the  Ceme- 
tery, to  which  it  is  now  converted,  there  are  few 
remains  of  its  picturesque  beauties;  and  the 
gloomy  appropriation  makes  a  sad  contrast  to 
the  hospitalities  and  gaieties  of  which  it  was 
the  scene,  within  the  recollection  of  the  writer. 
William  Hamilton,  the  younger,  like  his  uncle, 
the  Governor,  never  married.  His  brother' 
Andrew,  married  to  Miss  Abigail  Franks! 
daughter  of  David  Franks  of  New  York,  had 
a  numerous  family,  who  had  descendants*  but 
there  are  none  of  the  name  now  living.  A  fourth 
Andrew  Hamilton  in  succession,  lived  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  his  daughter  married  a  Captain  Pa- 
lairet,  of  the  British  Army,  whose  children  have 
in  their  possession,  the  gold  box  in  which  the 
freedom  of  the  City  of  New  York  was  present- 
ed to  their  ancestor,  "  for  his  learned  and  cren- 
"  erous  defense  of  the  Rights  of  Mankindlnd 
"  the  Liberty  of  the  Press." 

The  only  daughter  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  the 
elder,  was  married  to  William  Allen,  who  filled 
the  oflice  of  Provincial  Chief-justice  with  great 
respectability.  He  probably  owed  his  profes- 
sional education  to  his  wife's  accomplished 
father,  and  his  official  promotion  to  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Hamilton.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  wealth ;  and  his  children  had  the  most 
prominent    places,  in   our  .  provincial   society. 


One  of  his  daughters  married  John  Penn,  son 
of  Richard,  the  last  Proprietary  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  built  and  resided  at  Lans- 
downe,  one  of  the  finest  seats  on  the  river 
Schuylkill.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  and  is 
buried  at  Christ  Church.  He  had  no  children ; 
and  his  widow  went  to  England,  soon  after  the 
Revolution.  The  sons  of  Chief-justice  Allen  were 
all  supposed  to  take  the  part  of  England,  in 
the  War  of  Independence ;  and  some  of  them 
were  seriously  implicated.  Those  who  survived 
the  War  abandoned  their  native  country,  and 
left,  I  believe,  no  sons  ;  and  the  name  of  Allen, 
as  that  of  Hamilton,  is  now  extinct.  The  Bor- 
ough ot  Allentown,  in  Northampton  (now  Le- 
high) County,  takes  its  name  from  them,  as  it 
was  the  centre  of  their  immense  family  posses- 
sions. It  is  believed  there  is  nothing  left  of  this 
great  estate  to  the  descendants,  in  the  female 
line,  still  among  us. 

The  foregoing  are  all  the  facts  that  can 
now  be  collected  of  the  first  Andrew  Ham- 
ilton. After  the  space  of  four  generations, 
traditions  of  character  are  rarely  preserved ;  but 
there  is  happily  in  existence,  an  obituary  notice, 
attributed  to  Dr.  Franklin,  printed,  at  all  events, 
in  his  paper,  which,  if  it  errs  on  the  side  of  eulo- 
gy, can  hardly  be  without  a  substantial  basis  of 
truth.  Such  a  character  would  else  be  only 
satire  in  disguise. 

The  Obituary  referred  to  appeared  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Gazette,  of  August,  1751,  as  follows  : 

"  On  the  Fourth  instant,  died  Andrew  Ham- 
"  ilton,  Esq.,  and  was  next  day  interred  at 
"  Bush  Hill,  his  Country  Seat.  His  Corpse  was 
"attended  to  the  grave  by  a  great  number  of 
"  his  friends,  deeply  affected  with  their  own 
"but  more  with  their  Country's  loss.  He  lived 
"not  without  enemies;  for,  as  he  was  himself 
"  open  and  honest,  he  took  pains  to  unmask  the 
"  hypocrite,  and  boldly  censured  the  knave, 
"  without  regard  to  station  or  profession.  Such, 
"  therefore,  may  exult  in  his  death.  He  steadi- 
ly maintained  the  Cause  of  liberty;  and  the 
"laws  made  during  the  time-  he  was  Speaker  of 
"  the  Assembly,  which  was  many  years,  will  be 
"  a  lasting  monument  of  his  affection  to  the 
"  people,  and  of  his  Concern  for  the  welfare  of 
"  this  Province.  He  was  no  friend  to  power,  as 
"he  had  observed  an  ill-use  had  been  frequent- 
"  ly  made  of  it  in  the  Colonies;  and  therefore 
"  was  seldom  on  good  terms  with  the  Gover- 
nors. This  prejudice,  however,  did  not  aL 
"ways  determine  his  conduct  towards  them, 
"for,  when  he  saw  they  meant  well,  he  was 
"  for  supporting  them  honourably,  and  was  in- 
"defatigable  in  endeavouring  to  remove  the 
"  prejudices  of  others.  He  was  long  at  the  top 
"of  his  profession  here;  and  had  he  been  as 
'•'griping  as   he  .was  knowing,  he ;  might  have 
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■"  left  a  much  greater  fortune  to  his  family  than 
"  he  has  done.  But  he  spent  much  more  time 
44  in  hearing  and  reconciling  differences  in  pri- 
*'  vate,  (to  the  loss  of  his  fees,)  than  he  did  in 
4<  pleading  causes  at  the  bar.  He  was  just 
u  when  he  sat  as  Judge,  and  though  he  was 
41  stern  aud  severe  in  his  manner,  he  was  com- 
*'  passionate  in  his  nature,  and  very  slow  to  pun-'" 
"  ish.  He  was  a  tender  husband  and  a  fond  par- 
■"ent.  But  these  are  virtues  which  fools  and 
■"  knaves  have  sometimes,  in  common  with  the 
*"  wise  and  honest.  His  free  manner  of  treating 
4'  religious  subjects  gave  offence  to  many,  who, 
"if  a  man  may  judge  from  their  actions,  were 
4'  not  themselves  much  in  earnest.  He  feared 
"  God,  loved  mercy,  and  did  justice.  If  he  could 
"  could  not  subscribe  to  the  Creed  of  any  par- 
ticular Church,  it  was  not  for  want  of  consid- 
"  ering  them  all,  for  he  had  read  much  on  re- 
"  ligious  subjects.  He  went  through  a  tedious 
*'  sickness  with  uncommon  cheerfulness,  con- 
■"  stancy  and  courage.  Nothing  of  affected  bra- 
*l  very  or  ostentation  appeared  ;  but  such  a  com- 
44  posure  and  tranquility  of  mind  as  results  from 
4'  the  reflection  of  a  life  spent  agreeably  to  the 
4'  best  of  man's  judgment.*  He  preserved  his 
41  understanding  and  his  regard  for  his  friends 
"  to  the  last  moment.  What  was  given  as  a  rule 
uby  a  poet,  upon  another  occasion,  may  be  just- 
"  ly  applied  to  him  upon  this. 

*    *    *    *  Servetur  ad  imum 

Qualis  ab  incepto  processerit,  et  sibi  constet." 

Finding  himself  unable  to  do  justice  to  the 
professional  and  public  services  of  this  great 
lawyer  and  statesman,  Andrew  Hamilton,  the 
writer  applied  to  his  friend  the  learned  Judge 
Cadwalader,  as  of  all  our  Juris-consults,  the 
one  most  familiar  with  the  judical  history  of  the 
Province,  and  at  the  same  time,  best  able  to  esti- 


*  The  reference  to  Andrew  Hamilton's  want  of  religious 
faith  in  the  above  Obituary,  suggests  a  quotation  from  a  MS. 
satirical  production  of  the  year  1727,  in  which  many  of  the 
■more  eminent  of  that  day,  in  the  Province  are  catalogued 
■with  considerable  ironical  humour. 

"  Isiscalled  Advice  and  Instruction  to  the  Palatines  new- 
ly arrived  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  by  their  coun- 
tryman H.  J.  Z.,  a  Freeholder,  translated  from  the  High 
Dutch. 

The  list  terminates  with  the  three  following  : 

"  If  you  are  staggering  in  your  Faith  and  desire  to  be  con- 
"  firmed  in  the  Belief  of  the  Christian  Religion,  seek  ghost- 
"  ly  counsel  from  A w  H -n. 

"If  you  would  desire  strict  Justice  in  your  Lawsuits  let 
"honest  D 1  L 1  be  your  Judge. 

"  If  you  would  learn  the  art  of  Dissimulation  to  impose 
''on  the  Ignorant,  make  fine  Speeches  and  promise  without 
"  any  meaning ;  borrow  of  every  body  without  any  inteu- 
"tiontopay;  cheat  all  you  deal  with,  and  nevertheless  be 
"  a  fine  Gentleman,  follow  the  example  of  Sir,  W m. 

"  If  you  desire  to  possess  a  perfect  calmness  of  thought — 
"  to  sleep  sound  and  and  enjoy  a  ajood  measure  of  health — 
"drink  hard,  laugh  loud  and  run  deeply  in  debt." 

The  whole  may  be  found  inserted  in  a  folio  volume  of 
tracts  and  broadsides  of  great  rarity,  belonging  to  the  Am- 
erican Philosophical  Society.  It  may  be  presumed  that  the 
"advice  to  the  Palatines'' was  never  printed.  Its  author- 
ship has  been  attributed  to  Franklin. 


mate  at  their  true  value  the  professional  ability 
and  attainments  as  well  as  the  public  services 
of  this  almost  forgotten  patriot  and  statesman ; 
and  he  is  permitted  to  extract  from  Judge  Cad- 
walader's  answer  the  following  pages.  In  those 
preceding,  Judge  Cadwalader  had  given  some 
memoranda  for  the  private  and  family  history  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  to  which  the  composition  of  the 
above  imperfect  biographical  sketch  is  partly 
indebted. 

Judge  Cadwalader  writes  :  "  After  the  above 
"  hasty  outline  of  the  little  biographical  know- 
"  ledge  of  Mr.  Hamilton  which  I  possess,  I  pro- 
"  ceed  to  answer  directly  your  inquiry  what  is 
"  my  opinion  of  him  as  a  lawyer. 

"  This  opinion  is  formed  solely  upon  consider- 
"  ation  of  his  argument  in  Zenger's  case.  This 
"  trial,  we  are  told,  "  made  a  great  noise  in  the 
"  world."  [17  State  Trials,  675  (n),]  That 
"  which  principally  made  it  remarkable  was  the 
"  argument  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  its  eft'ect.  The 
"  novelty,  in  his  day,  of  some  of  his  propositions 
"  and  of  the  reasoning  by  which  he  supported 
"  them,  explains  the  ill-natured  contemporane- 
"  ous  criticisms  of  his  argument  in  certain  publi- 
"  cations  inserted  in  the  State  Trials.  The  authors 
"of  great  reformations  are  always  thus  censured 
"  by  the  short-sighted  of  their  own  day.  These 
"  criticisms  were  written  before  the  impression 
"  of  his  views  had  been  stamped,  as  it  has  subse- 
"  quently  been,  upon  the  institutions  of  a  nation. 
"  Reform,  through  legislation,  may  be  effected 
"  with  little  difficulty  as  compared  with  admin- 
istrative reformation  of  jurisprudence  without 
"legislative  aid.  The  Advocate  who  can  effect  the 
"  latter,  especially  where  political  considerations 
"  are  involved,  must  be  a  mental  giant.  One 
"  great  excellence  of  the  system  of  trial  by  jury 
"  is,  that  it  affords  the  means  of  gradually  pro- 
"  ducing  such  formations  without  revolutiou- 
"  ary  perils.  Propositions  in  this  argument. 
"  which  were,  strictly  speaking,  untenable 
"  as  points  of  Anglo-American  Colonial  law, 
"prevailed,  nevertheless,  at  that  day,  with  the 
"jury.  These  propositions  have  been  since  en- 
"  grafted  permanently  upon  the  political  juris- 
"  prudence  of  this  Continent.  If  that  speech  to 
"  the  jurors  who  acquitted  Zenger  had  never 
"  been  uttered,  or  had  not  been  reported,  the  fra- 
"mers  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  several  States 
"  might  not  have  been  prepared  for  the  adoption 
"  of  provisions  like  that  of  the  Seventh  Section 
"of  the  Peclaration  of  Rights  in  Pennsylvania. 
"  This  provision  is  '  that  the  printing  presses 
"  'shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  undertakes 
" '  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature, 
"  '  or  any  branch  of  Government  ;  and  no  Law 
"  'shall  ever  he  made  to  restrain  the  right 
"  'thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts 
"  '  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights 
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"  '  of  man  ;  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak, 
"  '  write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  respon- 
"  '  sible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prose- 
"  '  cutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investi- 
" '  gating  the  official  conduct  of  officers  or 
"  'men  in  public  capacity,  or  where  the 
"  '  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  informa- 
"  '  tion,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evi- 
"  'dence;  and  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury 
" '  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and 
"  '  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court, 
"  '  as  in  other  cases.'  I  thus  quote  the  Consti- 
"  tution  partly  in  order  to  introduce  a  remark 
"  upon  the  well-known  British  Act  of  Parlia- 
"ment,  of  the  year  1792,  which  is  the  same  in 
"  effect  as  the  last  sentence  of  the  Constitutional 
"  provision.  This  British  Statute  was  passed  in 
"  consequence  of  the  effect  upon  public  opinion 
"  produced  in  England  by  the  speeches,  in  two 
"  previous  cases,  of  a  celebrated  English  barris- 
"  ter,  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor.  In  one  of  the 
"  cases,  this  English  lawyer  had  set  himself  in 
"  opposition  to  the  Court,  and  to  its  ruling  of 
"  the  law  as  previously  laid  down  in  books  of 
"  Reports,  quite  as  earnestly  as  Mr.  Hamilton  in 
"  Zenger's   case,    and  no  less   pugnaciously. 

"  Mr.  Hamilton  argued  three  propositions. 
"  One,  that  the  jury  have,  in  prosecutions  for 
"  libels,  the  same  right  as  in  other  criminal  pro- 
"  secutions,  to  determine  the  law  as  well  as  the 
"  facts  under  the  direction  of  the  Court,  has  al- 
"  ready  been  mentioned.  Another  was,  that  as 
"  the  alleged  libel  concerned  the  official  conduct 
"  of  persons  acting  in  public  capacities,  the  pub- 
lication was  justifiable  if  the  statements  were 
"  true.  The  other  was  that  whether  they  were 
"  true  or  false,  the  limits  of  fair  discussion  of 
"  subjects  of  general  public  interest  had  not  been 
"exceeded.  But  the  last  proposition,  though 
"  argued,  was  not  stated  by  him.  It  was  blended 
"  with  the  other  ;  and  he  rested  the  case  profes- 
"  sionally  on  the  question  of  truth  or  falsehood. 
"  Whether  this  was  a  defect  in  his  argument 
M  should  be  decided  with  a  cautious  reference  to 
"  its  date.  The  two  propositions  which  he  stated 
"  were,  in  his  day,  thought  innovations.  To 
"  have  stated  the  third  proposition  distinctively 
"  might  then  have  been  an  imprudence.  It  might 
"  have  been  thought  demagoguism,  and  have  in- 
"  jured  the  case  of  his  client.  The  lights  of  after 
"  born  wisdom  have  been  since  cast  upon  this 
"  part  of  the  subject.  Its  distinct  developement 
"  was  not  a  duty  of  the  Advocate  unless  neces- 
"  sary  to  the  success  of  the  defence.  His  imme- 
"  diate  function  was  not  that  of  the  Statesman  or 
"  political  philosopher. 

"  I  do  not  think  that  the  argument  was  im- 
"  proved  by  the  references  near  its  close  to  oc- 
"  currences  of  Roman  history.  But  these  are  spots 
"  of  the  sun.  I  have  stated  every  question  which 


'  a  fault-finding  critic  of  the  present  day  could 
'  suggest  in  order  to  qualify  the  praise  due  to 
'  this  argument.  As  a  simple  forensic  effort  it  is 
'  not  surpassed  by  anything  of  the  kind  which 
'  is  in  print,  as  having  been  uttered  by  Webster, 
'  Erskine,  or  Pinckney.  The  remark  of  Mr.  Ham- 
'  ilton,  (17  State  Trials,  703)  that  he  had  '  seen 
'  '  the  practice  in  very  great  Courts'  might  sug- 
'  gest  the  notion  that  he  had  schooled  himself 
'  upon  the  observation  of  some  great  English 
'  models  of  his  day,  perhaps  one  of  the  Yorkes,. 
'  or  a  Murray. 

"  But  it  is  not  merely  a  great  forensic  effort. 
'  It  displays  accuracy  of  scientific  learning,  and 
'  the  result  of  severe  self-discipline  as  a  lawyer.. 
'  The  speech  is  a  sufficient  biography  of  him  as 
'  a  student  of  legal  science.  His  method  of  re- 
'  ferring  to  authorities  tests  the  depth  of  his  re- 
'  search  and  the  clearness  of  his  judgment  not 
'  less  than  the  copiousness  of  his  intellectual  de- 
'  velopment.  Ordinary  lawyers  work  from  au- 
'  thorities  as  their  only  source  of  professional 
'knowledge.  They  thus  work,  as  it  were, from 
'  below  upwards.  But  great  lawyers  look  upon 
'  the  same  precedents  from  above  downward,. 
'  using  them  as  the  tests,  or  as  examples,  of  rules- 
'  or  principles  deduced  from  independent  and 
'  higher  sources  of  thought.  Of  this  class  was 
'  Mr.  Hamilton.  His  learning  must  have  been 
'  profound.  But  he  made  no  parade  of  it.  He- 
'  stated  his  propositions  in  such  a  form  as  to» 
'  dispense  with  citations  from  books  ;  and  yet 
'  such  citations  were  obviously  at  his  command ; 
'  and  he  seems  to  have  stated  no  proposition 
'  which  he  had  not  previously  subjected,  in  the 
'  course  of  private  study,  to  the  standard  of  a 
'  rigid  comparison  with  precedents.  It  is  obvi- 
'  ous  that  he  had  educated  himself  in  general 
'  public  law,  and  was  familiar  enough  with  its- 
'  principles  to  incorporate  them  with  his  argu- 
'  ment  without  pausing  to  state  them.  If  short- 
'  sighted  men  of  his  own  day  thought  him  a 
'  demagogue,  which  I  do  not  believe,  those  of 
'  greater  forecast  must  have  recognized  the 
'  traits  of  a  statesmanlike  lawyer,  whose  works 
'  would  produce  their  memorials  to  be  apprecia- 
'  ted  in  a  future  generation. 

"  I  have  thus  given  my  opinion  of  him  as  a 
'  lawyer.  You  ask  also  my  opinion  of  him  as  a 
'  legislator.  He  was,  I  think,  of  the  class  of 
'  lawyers  who  usually  make  the  most  judicious 
'  legislators.  But  I  am  not  able  to  form  any 
'  opinion  of  his  actual  capacity  in  this  respect. 
'  I  do  not  know  what  Laws  he  may  have  written,. 
'  or  assisted  in  writing  ;  and  have  not  sufficient 
'  means  at  hand  of  obtaining  the  knowledge.  I 
'  am,  however,  under  the  impression  that,  in 
'  Pennsylvania,  the  legislation  of  his  era  was 
'  much  less  important  than  that  of  anterior  and> 
'  subsequent  periods. 
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"  All  that  I  have  written  is  the  result  of  inves- 

"  tigations  made  some  years  ago,  -which  are,  in 

"  part,  forgotten,  and  which  I  regret  that  I  have 

"  not,  at  this  time,  leisure  particularly  to  renew. 

"  Yours,  very  truly, 

"  John  Cadwalader. 

"J.  Francis  Fisher,  Esq." 

To  this  may  be  added  the  recollections  of  the 
writer  of  the  above  Memoir,  that  there  were 
found  at  the  Woodlands,  when  that  family-seat 
was  broken  up,  many  boxes  and  trunks  full  of 
legal  papers,  including  Briefs  and  Opinions 
evincing  great  learning  and  labor,  and  indi- 
cating extensive  practice  throughout  the  Mid- 
dle Colonies.  Much  that  was  interesting  and 
valuable  might  have  been  rescued ;  but  the  wri- 
ter was  at  that  time  too  young  to  estimate  their 
worth,  and  they  were  left  to  the  ordinary  fate 
of  worm-eaten  family  papers.  Among  the  books 
which  had  been  inherited  by  Mr.  William 
Hamilton,  were  a  few  with  the  name  of  his 
grand-father  in  various  departments  of  litera- 
ture, some  of  them  with  annotations  in  English 
and  Latin,  indicative  of  deep  and  curious  learn- 
ing. The  law  books  had  probably  passed  into 
the  possession  of  Chief-justice  Allen,  who  mar- 
ried Andrew  Hamilton's  daughter,  some  of 
whose  sons  were  also  members  of  the  legal 
profession.  There  was  not.  much  learning  of 
any  kind  among  the  later  representatives  of  the 
Hamilton  name. 

It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  quote  at 
length  the  great  Argument  in  the  Case  and 
Trial  of  John  Peter  Zenger,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  British  State  Trials  and  in  several 
pamphlets  printed  at  the  time,  in  England  and 
America — the  rarest  of  which  is  that,  in  folio, 
from  the  press  of  Zenger  himself — New  York, 
MDCCXXXVI.  The  peroration,  embodying  the 
noblest  sentiments,  and  exhibiting  some  of  his 
peculiar'  powers  as  an  Advocate,  is  worthy  of 
being  reproduced  at  this  time,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  But  why  do  I  go  to  heathen  Rome  to  bring 
"  instances  of  the  love  of  Liberty  ?  The  best 
M  blood  in  Britain  has  been  shed  in  the  cause 
"  of  Liberty  ;  and  the  freedom  we  enjoy  at  this 
M  day,  may  be  said  to  be,  in  a  great  measure, 
"  owing  to  the  glorious  stand  the  famous  Hamp- 
u  den  and  other  of  our  countrymen,  made  against 
"  the  arbitrary  demands  and  illegal  impositions, 
"  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived  ;  who  rath- 
"  er  than  give  up  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and 
"  submit  to  pay  an  illegal  tax  of  no  more, 
"  I  think,  than  three  shillings,  resolved  to  un- 
"  dergo,  and  for  the  liberty  of  their  country,  did 
"  undergo  the  greatest  extremities,  in  thatarbit- 
'*  rary  and  terrible  Court  of  Star  Chamber,  to 
"  whose  arbitrary  proceedings,  (it  being  coin- 
"  posed  of  the  principal  men  of  the  Realm,  and 


'  calculated  to  support  arbitrary  government) 
'  no  bounds  or  limits  could  be  set,  nor  could 
11  any  other  hand  remove  the  evil  but  a  Parlia- 
;'  ment.  Power  may  justly  be  compared  to  a 
'  great  river,  which  while  kept  within  its  due 
;i  bounds,  is  both  beautiful  and  useful ;  but  when 
'it  overflows  its  banks,  it  is  then  too  impetu- 
'  ous  to  be  stemmed  ;  it  bears  down  all  before 
;'  it,  and  brings  destruction  and  desolation 
'  wherever  it  comes.  If  then  this  is  the  na- 
'  ture  of  Power,  let  us  at  least  do  our  duty, 
'  and  like  wise  men,  (who  value  freedom)  use 
'  our  utmost  care  to  support  Liberty, — the  only 
'  bulwark  against  lawless  power,  which  in  all 
1  ages  has  sacrificed  to  its  wild  lust  and  bound- 
'  less  ambition,  the  blood  of  the  best  men  that 
'  ever  lived. 

"  I  hope  to  be  pardoned,  Sir,  for  my  zeal  upon 
'this  occasion.  It  is  an  old  and  wise  caution 
' — That  when  our  neighbour's  house  is  on  fire,  we 
'  ought  to  take  care  of  our  own.  For  tho'  blessed 
'  be  God,  I  live  in  a  Government  where  Liber- 
'ty  is  well  understood,  and  freely  enjoyed  ;  yet 
'  experience  has  shown  us  all  (I'm  sure  it  has 
'  me)  that  a  bad  precedent  in  one  Government, 
1  is  soon  set  up  for  an  authority  in  another  ;  and 
'  therefore  I  cannot  but  think  it  mine  and  every 
'  honest  man's  duty,  that,  while  we  pay  all  due 
'  obedience  to  men  in  authority,  we  ought  at  the 
'  same  time  to  be  upon  our  guard  against  pow- 
'  er  wherever  we  apprehend  that  it  may  affect 
'  ourselves  or  our  fellow-subjects. 

"  I  am  truly  very  unequal  to  such  an  under- 
'  taking  on  many  accounts.  And  you  see  I  la- 
'  bour  under  the  weight  of  many   years    and 

•  am  borne  down  with  great  infirmities  of 
'body;  yet  old  and  weak  as  I  am,  I 
'should  think  it  my  duty  if  required,  to  go 
'  to  the  utmost  part  of  the  land,  where  my  ser- 
'  vice  could  be  of  any  use  in  assisting  to  quench 

'  the  flame  of  prosecutions  upon  Informations, 
'  set  on  foot  by  the  Government,  to  deprive  a 
'people  of  the  right  of  remonstrating  (and 
'  complaining  too)  of  the  arbitrary  men  in 
'  power.  Men  who  injure  and  oppress  the  peo- 
'  pie  under  their  administration,  provoke  them 
'to  cry  out  and  complain;  and  then  make  that 
'  very  complaint  the  foundation  for  new  oppres- 
'  sions  and  prosecutions.  I  wish  I  could  say  there 
'  were  no  instances  of  this  kind.     But  to  con- 

•  elude  ;  the  question  before  the  Court  and  you, 
'  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  is  not  of  small  nor 
'  private  concern  ;  it  is  not  the  case  of  a  poor 
'  printer,  nor  of  New  York  alone  which  you  are 
'  trying.  No  !  it  may  in  its  consequence  affect 
'  every  freeman  that  lives  under  a  British  Gov- 
'ernment  on  the  main  of  America.  It  is  the 
'  best  cause.  It  is  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and  I 
'  make  no  doubt.but  your  upright  conduct,  this 
4  day,  will  not  only  entitle  you  to  the  love  and 
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"  esteem  of  your  fellow-citizens  ;  but  every  man 
"  who  prefers  Freedom  to  a  life  of  Slavery,  will 
"  bless  and  honour  you,  as  men  who  have  baf- 
"  fled  the  attempt  of  tyranny  ;  and  by  an  im- 
"  partial  and  uncorrupt  verdict,  have  laid  a  no- 
"  ble  foundation  for  securing  to  ourselves,  our 
"  posterity,  and  our  neighbours,  that,  to  which 
■*.'  nature  and  the  laws  of  our  country  have  given 
"  us  a  right — the  Liberty  both  of  exposing  and 
"  opposing  arbitrary  power  (in  those  parts  of  the 
"  world,at  least) by  speaking  and  writing  Truth." 

At  the  close  of  this  remarkable  speech,  there 
was  considerable  sharp  discussion  between  "Mr. 
"  Attorney,"  the  Judges  of  the  Court,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  latter  of  whom  maintained  his 
position  with  that  manly  dignity  by  which  he 
was  ever  characterized. 

The  Jury  then  retired  ;  but  after  a  short  ab- 
sence, returned.  When  asked  for  their  verdict, 
the  Foreman,  Thomas  Hunt — whose  name  de- 
serves to  be  remembered — said  "  Not  Guilty" 

As  soon  as  the  verdict  was  announced,  the 
people,  who  crowded  the  Hall  where  the  Court 
was  held  and  were  fully  aware  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  question  at  stake,  and  strongly  sym- 
pathized with  Zenger,  gave  "  three  Huzzas  in 
"the  Hall,"  doubtless  to  the  great  chagrin  of 
the  Judges  who  had  confidently  anticipated  a 
different  result. 

To  this  pamphlet  are  appended  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
conferring  the  Freedom  of  the  Corporation.  The 
Grant,  which  was  voted  on  the  sixteenth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1735,  by  the  Mayor,  Deputy  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, Aldermen  and  Assistants,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  and  form,  viz : — 

Paul   Richards,  Esq.  ;  the 

Recorder,      Aldermen     and 

City  of      I         Assistants    of   the   City    of 

New      York,     convened     in 
New   York.    {    "      Common    Council,    To     all 
to     whom     these     Presents 
shall    come,    Greeting. 

"  Whereas,  Honour  is  the  just  Reward  of  Vir- 
tue and  publick  Benefits  demand  a  pnblick  Ac- 
knowledgement. •  We  therefore,  under  a  grate- 
ful Sense  of  the  remarkable  Service,  done  to 
;  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Colony,  by 
'Andrew  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania,  Bar- 
;  rister  at  Law,  by  his  Learned  and  generous  De- 
fence of  the  Rights  of  Mankind,  and  the  Lib- 
''  erty  of  the  Press,  in  the  case  of  John  Peter 
'  Zenger,  lately  tried  on  an  Information  exhibit- 
'  ed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  do 
;  by  these  Presents,  bear  to  the  said  Andrew 
'•  Hamilton,  Esq.,  the  publick  Thanks  of  the 
'  Freemen  of  this  Corporation  for  that  signal 
'  Service,  which  he  chearfully  undertook  under 
'  great  Indisposition  of  Body,  and  generously 


"  performed,  refusing  any  Fee  or  Reward  ;  And 
"  in  Testimony  of  our  great  Esteem  for  his  Per- 
"  son  and  Sense  of  his  Merit,  do  hereby  present 
"  him  with  the  Freedom  of  this  Corporation. 
"  These  are  therefore  to  Certify  and  Declare, 
"  that  the  said  Andrew  Hamilton,  Esq.,  is  here- 
"  by  admitted,  received  and  allowed  a  Freedom 
"  and  Citizen  of  the  said  City,  To  Have,  Hold, 
"  Enjoy  and  Partake  of  all  the  Benefits,  Liber- 
"  ties,  Privileges,  Freedoms  and  Immunities, 
"  whatsoever  granted  or  belonging  to  a  Free- 
"  man  of  the  same  City.  In  Testimony  whereof 
"  the  Common  Council  of  the  said  City,  in 
"  Common  Council  assembled,  have  caused  the 
"  Seal  of  the  said  City  to  be  hereunto  affixed 
"  this  Twenty  Ninth  Day  of  September,  Anno 
'■•Domini,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
"  Thirty  Five. 

By  Order  of  the  Common  Council. 

William   Sharp  as,  Clerk." 

At  the  same  time,  as  is  recorded,  "  Sundry 
"  of  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  and 
"Gentleman  of  the  City  voluntarily  contri- 
"buted  sufficient  for  a  Gold  Box  of  five 
"  Ounces  and  a  half  for  inclosing  the  Seal  of 
"the  said  Freedom,"  which  being  completed 
as  desired,  Alderman  Bayard,  on  behalf  of 
the  Corporation,  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and 
delivered  to  Mr.  Hamilton  the  Diploma  with 
the  Seal  enclosed  in  the  Gold  Box — which  is 
still  preserved  as  an  heirloom  by  the  children 
of  Captain  Palairet,  who  married  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  Hamilton — the  fourth  of  that  name 
in  direct  descent,  and  the  last  in  the  line  of 
males. 

Round  the  lid  of  the  box  there  is  engraved, 
not  only  the  Arms  of  the  City  of  New  York,  but 
also  this  Motto,  in  a  Garter : 

Demersce      Leges — Timefacta     Libertas — 

HC3C      TxVNDEM      EmERGUNT. 

On  the  inner  side  of  the  lid  of  the  box,  show- 
ing itself  at  the  same  time  with  the  Certificate  of 
the  Freedom,  there  are  engraven,  in  a  flying 
Garter,  these   words; 

NON   NUMMIS — VlRTUTE   PARATUR. 

As  an  incentive  to  public  virtue,  on  the  front 
of  the  rim  of  the  box,  there  are  engraven  a  part 
of  Tully^s  wish ; 

Ita    Cuique    Eveniat,    ut     De     Republica 
Meruit. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  there 
exists  a  Portrait  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  a  fine 
picture  by  Wertmuller,  copied  from  a  rude  origi- 
nal which  was  destroyed — a  handsome  shrewd 
face,  in  the  wig,  gown,  and  bands  of  an  English 
Barrister.     The  original  was  in  the  possession 
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of  Mr.  Becket ;  and  a  copy  is  preserved   in  the 
Hall  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

[NOTE.} 

Zenger  had  employed  as  hia  Counsel,  James  Alexander, 
Esq.,  and  William  Smith,  Esq.,  two  of  the  most  eminent 
lawyers  of  New  York.  On  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1735,  and 
during  the  progress  of  the  Trial,  the  Judges,  in  a  most  sum- 
mary manner,  struck  their  names  from  the  list  of  Attorneys, 
because  they  had  put  in  Exceptions,  in  Zenger's  name,  to 
the  Information,  denying  the  legality  of  the  Judges'  Com- 
missions. 

The  following  letter  shows  that  they  were  not  soon  for- 
given ;  and  that  they,  instead  of  Zenger,  were  the  sufferers 
—a  rather  unusual  result,  in  legal  matters,  at  least  at  this 
day. 

"  New  York,  July  16th,  173T. 
"Sir: 

"  We  think  the  State  of  publick  affairs  here  afford  some 
"Probability  that  we  may  have  relief  in  a  course  of  Justice 
"  for  that  act  of  silencing  us  in  the  case  of  Zenger  and  as 
"  you  were  so  kind  as  to  offer  us  your  assistance,  we  beg 
"  leave  to  send  to  you  herewith  a  draught  of  a  Declaration 
"  for  your  perusal  and  amendment. 

"We  send  you  also  some  authorities  that  we  have  read  on 
"  that  head  which  seem  generally  to  look  against  us.  There 
"  are  two  distinctions  which  we  think  may  support  our  ac- 
"tion,  malo  animo  and  coram  non  judice.  There  appear 
"  some  faint  traces  of  these  distinctions  in  the  authorities. 
"  We  wish  we  had  them  more  plain. 

"  Our  Judges  have  valued  themselves  upon  a  Dilemma, 
"  they  thougnt  they  had  us  in,  viz :  If  they  were  Judges, 
"then  what  they  did  was  in  that  capacity,  and  no  relief  is 
*'  against  them  for  it  as  such.  U  they  were  not  Judges,  then 
"  what  they  did  was  void  and  did  not  hinder  us  from  being 
"attorneys,  &c.  The  first  draught  of  the  Declaration  in- 
"  closed,  and  second  conclusion  we  thought  would  not  well 
"  enough  bring  us  within  the  distinctions  named  in  that  Di- 
"  lemma.  The  third  conclusion  inclosed  is  an  endeavour  to 
"  amend  it  in  those  points.  All  which  we  submit  to  you,  and 
*'  we  desire  your  opinion  whether  we  ought  to  pay  any  re- 
"  gard  to  their  quibble  or  not. 

"  We  send  now  a  like  copy  to  Mr.  Kinsey.  We  beg  you 
"  would  compare  your  observations  and  amendments  with 
"  hiSj  and  agree  upon  one  of  the  Declarations  to  send  back  to 
"us  if  conveniently  you  can  by  the  Post  after  this,  because 
"  our  Supreme  Court  begins  the  last  Tuesday  of  this  month, 
'"  and  ends  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  in  order  that  we 
"  may  file  the  Declaration  on  the  Monday  before  the  end  of 
"  the  Term. 

"  We  are 

"  Your  Humble  Servants, 

"  Ja.  Alexander. 
"To  "Wm.  Smith." 

"  Andrew  Hamilton,  Esq.* 


II.— PERSONAL       RECOLLECTIONS       OF 

BENJAMIN     FRANKLIN. 
.    By  Cql.  Robert  Carr  of  Philadelphia.! 

'Contributed  by  Frederick  D.  Stow,  Esq., 
op  Philadelphia. 

West  Philadelphia,  May  25th,  18G4. 

To  Mr.  John  A.  McAllister. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  answer  to  your  request  that  I  would  give 
you  a  few  notes  of  my  recollections  of  Doctor 


*  The  original  of  the  foregoing  letter  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Fisher. 

t  Colonel  Robert  Carr  was  a  native  of  Scotland ;  came 
to  America  in  1784;  learned  to  be  aprinter  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Franklins  grandson,  Benjamin  F.  Bache.  Colonel  Carr 
died  on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  1666,  having  nearly  attained 
his  ninetieth  year.  Vide.  Historical  Magazine,  I.  x.  199.224. 


Franklin,  in  his  latter  years,  I  have  to  state 
that  I  can  say  but  very  little,  and  that  little 
only  the  crude  reminiscence  of  a  thoughtless 
school-boy  of  eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age, 
whose  opportunities  of  seeing  the  Doctor  oc- 
curred from  the  fact  of  my  residing  near  his 
house  and  being  intimate  with,  and  the  play- 
ma'tes  of,  his  two  youngest  grandsons. 

It  is  seventy-four  years  since  the  Doctor's 
death,  and  few  persons  now  remember  the  lo- 
cation of  his  house,  and  none  of  the  present 
generation  could  have  seen  it,  as  every  vestige 
of  the  building  has  been  long  since  entirely  ob- 
literated, in  the  march  of  improvement. 

The  Doctor's  mansion-house  was  in  the  cen- 
tre of  a  lot  of  ground,  midway  between  Third 
and  Fourth-streets,  about  one  hundred  feet 
wide,  and  extending  from  Market  to  Chestnut- 
streets.  A  court,  or  alley,  ten  feet  wide,  called 
"  Franklin  Court,"  extended  from  Market-street 
to  the  rear  of  the  house,  which  was  bnilt  with 
the  front  towards.  Chestnut-street ;  but,  some- 
time after  it  was  erected,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  title  to  the  front  of  the  lot,  on  Chestnut- 
street,  was  defective ;  and  the  Doctor,  rather 
than  engage  in  a  litigation,  or  pay  an  exor- 
bitant price  demanded  by  the  claimant  of  the 
lot,  abandoned  it,  and  used  the  Market-street 
avenue.  This  fact  I  heard  Mr.  B.  F.  Bache, 
his  grandson,  relate  to  Mr.  Volney,  the  traveller, 
who  enquired  why  the  Doctor  had  built  his 
house  fronting  the  South,  to  which  he  had  no 
outlet. 

The  mansion-house  was  a  plain  brick  build- 
ing, three  stories  high,  abont  forty  feet  front, 
and  thirty  feet  deep,"with  an  entry  through  the 
centre.  There  was  a  large  parlor  on  the  East 
side  of  the  entry,  and  two  rooms  on  the  West 
side,  with  a  door  between  them.  The  kitchen 
was  in  the  basement,  with  an  ice-house  under 
it.  The  Doctor's  office  or  study,  was  the  North- 
west room,  on  the  first  floor ;  and  there  was  a 
coal  grate,  in  which  he  burned  Virginia  or  Eng- 
lish coal.  Below  this  grate,  on  the  hearth,  there 
was  a  small  iron  plate  or  trap-door,  about  five 
or  s,ix  inches  square,  with  a  hinge  and  a  small 
ring  to  raise  it  by.  When  this  door  or  valve 
was  raised,  a  current  of  air,  from  the  cellar, 
rushed  up  through  the  grate  to  re-kindle  the 
fire. 

The  Doctor's  bed-chamber  was  the  South- 
west room,  on  the  second  floor.  There  were  two 
cords,  like  bell-pulls,  at  the  head  of  his  bed  : 
one  was  a  bell-pull;  and  the  other,  when  pulled, 
raised  an  iron  bolt,  about  an  inch  square,  and 
nine  or  ten  inches  long,  which  dropped  through 
staples,  at  the  top  of  "the  door,  when  shut  ;  and 
until' this  bolt  was  raised  the  door  could  not  be 
opened. 

The   house  was   built   before  the  Revolution ; 
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but  after  the  War,  he  made  an  addition  to  the 
East  end,  about  eighteen  feet  wide  and  thirty- 
feet  long  ;  the  lower  room  of  this  addition,  was 
a  large  reception  room,  in  which  the  Philosoph- 
ical Society  met,  for  several  years.  The  sec- 
ond floor  was  his  library  ;  and  third  floor  lodg- 
ing rooms.  His  son-in-law,  Colonel  Richard 
Bache,  and  family,  resided  in  the  same  hou&e 
with  the  Doctor. 

The  doors  of  the  chambers,  and  nearly  all  the 
doors  about  the  house,  were  lined  or  edged  with 
green  baize,  to  prevent  noise  when  shutting ; 
and  several  of  them  had  springs  behind  them 
to  close  them. 

On  the  South  side  of  the  house  there  was  a 
grass  lot,  about  one  hundred  feet  square,  con- 
taining a  few  fine  plane  trees,  and  surrounded 
on  three  sides  by  a  brick  wall.  From  the  South 
wall  to  Chestnut-street,  there  were  afterwards  a 
tan-yard  and  currier's-shop.  On  the  North  side 
of  the  house  there  was  an  open  lot  of  the  same 
size,  extending  to  the  Printing-office,  which  was 
two  stories  high,  built  on  each  side,  and  over 
the  court  or  carriage-way  opening  on  Market- 
street. 

This  office  he  had  built,  after  his  return  to 
France,  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Bache,  with  whom  I  served  my  apprenticeship. 
The  Western  room,  on  the  lower  floor,  was  a  type- 
foundry  :  the  opposite  room,  on  the  East  side 
of  the  Court,  was  a  book-bindery.  The  print- 
ing-office was  on  the  second  floor,  and  was  fur- 
nished with  every  variety  of  large  founts  of 
type,  from  nonpareil  to  the  largest  sizes  then 
used  for  posting-bills.  The  Doctor  brought 
them  from  Paris,  when  he  returned,  in  1785. 

After  the  Doctor's  death,  in  April,  1790,  there 
were  a  great  many  articles  that  had  belonged 
to  him,  stored  in  the  loft,  over  the  office ; 
amongst  others,  a  beautiful  and  valuable  Orre- 
ry— which  I  believe  was  sent  to  the  Philosophi- 
cal Society — a  great  variety  of  electrical  appa- 
ratus, and  a  Sedan-chair,  in  which  I  have  often 
seen  him  carried  by  two  men,  to  and  from  the 
State  House,  where  he  was  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
Sedan-chair  was  sent  the  to  Pennsylvania  Hospi- 
tal, where  it  remained  a  great  many  years,  in 
the  garret;  but  on  enquiry  about  it,  lately,  I 
ascertained  that  it  had  been  broken  up  and 
burned. 

During  the  latter  years  of  the  Doctor's  life, 
he  was  afflicted  with  the  gout  and  stone.  For 
the  latter,  his  friends  wished  him  to  submit  to  an 
operation  ;  but  he  said  that  at  his  age  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  undergo  the  pain.  Although  he 
suffered  much  from  his  afflictions,  he  was  re- 
markably patient  and  mild.  When  able  to  be 
out  of  bed,  he  passed  nearly  all  his  time 
in    his    office,   reading    and    writing,  and   in 


conversation  with  his  friends ;  and,  when  the 
boys  were  playiug  and  very  noisy,  in  the  lot- 
front  of  the  office,  he  would  open  the  window 
and  call  to  them  :  "  Boys,  Boys,  can't  you  play 
"  without  making  so  much  noise.  I  am  read- 
"  ing,  and  it  disturbs  me  very  much."  I  have 
heard  the  servants  in  his  family  say  that  he 
never  used  a  hasty  or  angry  word  to  any  one. 

On  one  occasion,  when  his  servant  was  absent, 
he  called  me  into  his  office,  to  carry  a  letter  to 
the  Post-office.  Whilst  waiting  for  it,  there  was 
a  candle  burning  on  the  table,  with  which  he 
had  been  melting  sealing-wax.  He  told  me  to 
put  it  out  and  set  it  away.  I  took  up  the  can- 
dlestick and  blew  the  candle  out,  when  he  said: 
' '  Stop,  my  boy,  I  will  show  you  the  right  way 
"  to  put  out  a  candle.  Light  it  again."  Ac- 
cordingly, I  lighted  the  candle ;  and  the  Doctor 
lifted  it  out  of  the  candlestick,  turning  the  blaz- 
ing end  down,  until  the  tallow  had  nearly 
extinguished  it,  when  he  quickly  turned  it  up, 
aud  blew  it  out.  "Now,"  said  he,  "it  can  be 
"  lighted  again  very  readily ;  and  the  grease  will 
"  not  run  down  the  candle." 

The  Doctor  was  remarkable  for  always  hav- 
ing some  kind  word  of  advice  or  encourage- 
ment, for  those  around  him.  You  may  recollect 
the  anecdote,  which  has  been  published,  of  his 
conversation  with  the  man,  who  was  blacking 
his  shoes :  "  John,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  I  was- 
"  once  as  poor  a  man  as  you  ;  but  I  was  industri- 
' '  ous  and  saved  my  earnings,  until  now  I  have 
"  enough  to  enable  me  to  live  in  comfort  in  my 
"  old  age."  "  Ah,"  but  Doctor,  replied  John, 
"  if  every  one  was  as  saving  and  as  rich  as  your 
"  who  would  black  your  shoes." 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Carb. 


III.— SELECTIONS     FROM    THE    DUANE 

PAPERS. 
Contributed  by  Colonel  William  Duane. 
1.  —  General  John   Armstrong   to  Colonel    Wil- 
liam   Duane. 
New  York,  August  20th,  1812. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  never  felt  towards  you  but  one  sentiment,, 
which  is  that  of  friendship  and  confidence. 
This  letter  will  be  a  proof  of  both.  You  have 
seen  and  marked  the  progress  of  eastern  disaf- 
fection— its  objects  and  its  instruments.  It  is 
travelling  South.  We  have  evidences  of  it 
here,  and  the  presumption  is  that  some  of 
the  same  kind  will  exist  among  you.  The  thing 
most  to  be  regretted  is,  that  it  should  address 
itself  to  our  ranks  and  that  in  these  it  should 
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find  meD,  willing  to  lend  themselves  to  its 
views  and  even  to  become  the  agents  of  its  poli- 
cy. This  is  either  wickedness  or  folly.  I  have 
been  thought  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  as- 
sailed by  the  same  party  and  the  same  policy. 
My  self-love  could  not  disguise  from  me  one 
moment  that  the  motive  was  mischief,  and  the 
means,  hollow  and  deceptious  and  profligate.  I 
neither  did  nor  could  hesitate.  I  rejected  their 
overtures,  and  have  once  more  taken  the  field  in 
support  of  principles,  which  are,  I  hope,  com- 
mon to  us  both.  Upon  this  very  brief  exposi- 
tion, let  me  come  once  more  immediately  to 
the  object  of  this  note — it  is  to  state  to  you  that 
there  will  be  a  fair  expression  of  the  republican 
sentiment  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  this  will  be  decidedly  against  any  man 
or  any  measure,  whose  policy  identifies  itself 
with  that  of  federalists  and  federalism.  Rank 
influence  is  no  more.  In  much  haste,  but  with 
the  truest  attachment. 

I  am  dear  Colo, 
Your's  always, 

J.  Armstrong. 


2. — General  John   Armstrong  to    Colonel    Wil- 
liam   Duane. 

March  16th,  1812. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Adjutant  General  has  directions  to  for- 
ward what  may  be  necessary  with  regard  to  the 
hand-book. 

The  shores  of  the  Delaware  will  not  be  as- 
sailed. Your  navigation  is  not  one  inviting  to 
large  expeditions,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  enemy's  policy  to  hazard  small  ones.  Their 
whole  force  is  now  collected,  or  collecting  at 
Norfolk.  There,  is  a  frigate  and  a  navy-yard, 
which  form  the  real  objects.  The  same  objects 
present  themselves  here,  (and  less  means  of  de- 
fense), but  more  remote  and  of  course,  more  haz- 
ardous. By  the  way,  the  whole  coast  is  in  a  state 
of  alarm,  and  demanding  defence,  at  a  hun- 
dred different  points.  In  this  state  of  things  we 
can  but  do,  (what  is  necessary  in  the  defence  of 
all  frontiers  of  great  length)  select  prominent 
points,  and  arm  them  with  our  best  means, 
leaving  others  to  the  resources  of  their  own 
•courage  and  skill.  An  attempt  is  made  to  me- 
thodize these,  by  the  enclosed  arrangement, 
which  you  may  publish  if  you  will.  Bloom- 
fleld  will  be  assigned  to  No.  4,  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  give  him  a  good  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral. To  this  place  I  shall  appoint  you,  and 
give  you  * as  an   Ass't, 

This  arrangement  will  give  employment  to 
your  military  talents,  without  lessening  your 

*  "  The  name  originally  here  is  erased/' 


usefulness  to  your  country  and  your  family  in 
another  way. 

Write  to  Bloomfield  and  prepare  him  for  this 
arrangement.  He  may  want  soothing,  because 
most  men  have  enough  of  the  Amour  propre  to 
think  themselves  fit  for  any  thing  that  is  a  go- 
ing, and  though  he  told  me  he  was  unfit  for  a 
northern  region,  still,  he  may  have,  looked  to 
higher  rank  in  a  southern  one. 

As  to  the  Paymaster  you  mentioned,  and  the 
letter  of  the  Paymaster  General,  I  know  noth- 
ing. It  is  possible  I  may  have  said  to  Cushing 
what  I  really  think,  that  discipline  is  much 
broke  in  upon,  by  putting  officers,  of  the  line, 
and  generally  the  best,  into  situations  not  re- 
quiring military  knowledge  or  talents  at  all.  In 
the  present  case,  you  lose  a  good  Captain  for 
the  sake  of  having  a  good  Paymaster.  The  du- 
ties of  the  latter  require  only  integrity  and  the 
knowledge  of  accounts.  My  plans  of  Campaign 
are  made,  and  if  they  can  be  executed,  we  shall, 
I  think,  do  something.  Prevost  is  at  Kingston, 
with  his  whole  disposable  force.  It  is  where  I 
wish  him  to  be.  The  country  is  exhausted,  and 
his  sustenance  will  be  doubtful,  and  his  place 
d'Armies  one  hundred  miles  in  his  rear.  If 
we  have  legs  and  Arms  and  a  particle  of  head 
to  direct  these,  we  may  weave  a  net  for  his 
Knightship,  strong  as  that  thrown  around  Bur- 
goyne.  Wilkinson  has  squatted  himself  down 
at  New  Orleans,  among  fens  and  marshes  and 
cypress,  like  a  goose.  He  must  come  to  the 
North,  to  the  country  of  Laurel.  Harrison  is 
an  artificial  General — but  the  West  and  South, 
were  only  to  be  satisfied  by  his  appointment, 
and  our's  is,  you  know,  a  Government  of  opin- 
ion. The  order  of  the  Major  General  published, 
by  little  Gates,  has  a  tendency  to  vex  and  do 
harm.  The  real  order  stands  thus — Wilkinson, 
Hampton,  Davy,  Lewis,  Ogden,  Harrison. 
Yours  Truly, 

J.  A. 


3. — General   John  Armstrong   to    Colonel    Wil- 
liam Duane. 

21  March,  1813. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  had  anticipated  two  of  your  ideas.  The 
call  upon  your  Governor  for  one  thousand  ef- 
fectives and  the  mode  of  calling  out  militia 
generally.  As  to  the  first,  is  a  mere  soporific,  to 
quiet  the  present  spasms  of  the  City,  and  which 
do  not,  I  think,  grow  out  of  as  comprehensive 
a  view  of  what  the  enemy  wish  to  do  and  can 
do,  as  might  have  been  expected.  At  Baltimore 
also,  Winder  (the  Governor)  and  S.  Smith  are 
making  a  mighty  bustle,  but  to  do  these  jus- 
tice, they  do  not  demand  from  the  Union  any- 
thing more  than  a  few  musquets  and  a  little 


62 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE 


[August,. 


ammunition.  They  organize  themselves  and  do 
not  wish  to  be  paid,  unless  bronght  into  actual 
service.  At  Norfolk,  where  the  object  is  consid- 
erable to  the  enemy,  and  where  their  principal 
force  is  collected,  and  where  an  attack  is  there- 
fore reasonably  expected,  they  are  not,  nor  have 
they  been,  clamorous  or  illiberal.  We  have 
done  for  them  what  they  wish,  and  we  have 
offered  to  do  more,  but  they  do  not  ask  more. 
Taylor,  who  commands  there,  is  a  warm  feder- 
alist, but  a  clever  fellow,  and  has  military  tal- 
ents. With  the  exception  of  these  renowned 
places,  Sag  Harbor  and  New  Bedford,  &c, 
&c,  no  place  has  made  so  much  noise  as  Phil- 
adelphia. Pour  a  little  oil  upon  the  waves  of 
folly  and  of  faction,  for  the  latter  are  at  the 
bottom.  Honest  precaution,  has,  no  doubt,  a 
share  in  it  also  ;  but  this  is  temperate  and  will- 
ing to  hear  and  to  learn  and  to  wait  for  the 
movements  of  those  who,  having  better  means 
of  information,  have  also  every  disposition  to 
turn  that  information  to  the  best  possible  ac- 
count for  the  whole.  In  the  Southern  country 
and  in  the  West,  the  same  game  is  playing — 
and  what  in  my  business,  will  be  the  most  diffi- 
cult task  will  be  to  break  up  the  villainous  sys- 
tem of  alarm,  which  would  set  every  man  like  a 
leech  to  fasten  himself  on  the  public  and  to 
drain  the  resources  of  the  nation  to  the  very 
last  drop,  and  for  nothing.  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  a  stand.  It  is  a  bold  one,  and 
will  bring  down  many  heavy  curses  upon  me, 
but  from  it  I  will  not  recede.  I  have  sent  back 
all  the  Militia  accounts  of  the  West  and  have 
limited  Mr.  Harrison's  drawers  of  bills  to  a  very 
small  sum  per  month.  Had  I  let  them  go  on, 
as  I  found  them  (with  every  man's  hand  among 
them  in  the  public  coffers)  the  game  would  have 
been  up  for  want  of  means,  before  a  single 
stroke  had  been  made,  useful  or  creditable  to 
our  arms. 

Has  Bloomfield  got  to  his  Post  ? 
Your's  sin>', 


J.  A. 


4. — General    Armstrong    to     Colonel     William 
Duane. 

Washington,.  29  April,  1813. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  heard  much  of  the  Pea  Patch,  and  if 
my  funds  permitted,  I  would  throw  up  a  bat- 
tery there.  One  (made  this  Spring)  is  complet- 
ed at  Sandy  Hook  for  about  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  which  will  be  very  efficient  if  I  mistake 
not.  It  is  made  of  large  logs  well  bound  to- 
gether and  filled  in  with  sand  and  cedar  tops. 
It  mounts  twenty-one  heavy  guns.  What  could 
such  a  one  be  made  for  at  the  Patch  ? 

The  Assistant  Adjutant  General  will  order 
Major     Carr     to    join    his    regiment    and    to 


carry  with  him  the  recruits  you  have  got  to-, 
gether  at  Philadelphia.  One  company  of  mili- 
tia will  be  sufficient  to  hold  your  fort,  so  long 
as  Beresford  remains  off  Lewistown,  which  I 
take  to  be  his  ne  plus  ultra.  The  General  did' 
well  to  parry  the  thrusts  of  the  Colonels.  Pay 
and  rations  is  the  parole  of  the  day.  Above 
all,  the  people  of  the  West  and  particularly  of 
Kentucky  and  the  territories  have  systematised 
this.  1st.  Every  man  is  to  be  on  pay.  2d. 
Their  surplus  produce  is  to  be  purchased  at 
three  times  the  peace  price. 

To  effect  the  first,  recruiting  is  to  be  put 
down.  Harrison  has  accordingly  swept  off  all 
the  recruiting  officers  and  resorted  again  to 
large  militia  drafts.  To  accomplish  the  latter, 
contractors  are  to  be  set  aside,  and  field  purvey- 
ors appointed  to  give  any  price  that  may  be 
asked.  To  have  finished  the  campaign  in 
twelve  months  could  not  therefore,  have  been 
prudent.  The  war  is  a  good  thing,  and  is  to- 
be  nursed.  I  have  determined  to  break  down 
this  system — to  give  Mr.  Harrison  not  an  Army, 
but  a  Division — to  cut  short  his  expenditures, 
by  embarking  him  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids, 
and  carrying  him  directly  to  Maiden.  At  this 
the  men  of  the  West — the  best  blood  of  Ken- 
tucky begins  to  kick.  They  have  so  iong  gov- 
erned the  Governor,  that  they  now  think  they 
have  that  authority  jure  divino.  Governor  Shel- 
by says  fifteen  thousand  men  are  little  eno'  for 
the  campaign,  and  that  they  must  be  mounted 
like  Asiatics,  and  to  do  what  ?  To  take  a  work 
defended  on  three  sides  by  pickets  !  To  fight 
an  enemy,  not  more  than  two  thousand,  of  all 
colors  and  kinds  !  The  Aurora  ought  to  open 
its  batteries  upon  these  abuses.  The  best  form 
would  be,  letters  from  the  West.  But  there 
would  be  no  decorum  in  its  doing  so,  while  os- 
tensibly edited  by  you.  The  truth  is,  that  your 
military  appointment  imposes  obstacles  on  your 
press.  Cannot  you  borrow  a  name  ?  Your  son's 
will  do  best  for  many  reasons,  but  particularly, 
because  it  is  nearly  your  own.  I  have  another 
reason  for  suggesting  this.  The  Russian  Minis- 
ter called  on  me  last  night  officially,  and  repre- 
sented that,  having  no  reason  to  find  u»ult  with 
you  personally,  and  really  having  a  resjiect  for 
you,  he  had  seen  two  publications  in  the  Auro- 
ra, which  gave  its  enemies,  and  his,  reason  to 
triumph.  He  thinks  you  cannot  refuse  to  Rus- 
sia the  right  of  defending  herself,  nor  the  glory 
of  having  done  it,  with  foresight  and  ener- 
gy. He  Irishes  only  that  you  would  separate 
his  Government  and  its  measures  from  the  fac- 
tion here  who  turns  everything  to  its  own  little 
and  wicked  purposes ;  he  hopes  that  you  will 
take  some  occasion  to  do  so.  I  do  not,  my 
friend,  see  anything  unreasonable.  Give  him 
therefore  an  Anodyne.     But  think  of  a  radical 
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cure  for  all  such  cases.    I  know  not  any  but  that 
suggested  above. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  A. 


5. — General    Armstrong    to     Colonel     William 
Duane. 

18  Sept.  1813. 
Dear  Sik  : 

I  shall  be  able  to  send  you  in  a  short  time 
some  topographical  sketches.  Kearney  is  now 
at  work  on  them.  Commodore  Chauncey  left 
us  to-day  for  Fort  George.  The  greater  part  of 
the  enemy's  land  force  has  been  carried  west- 
ward. So  far  he  has  given  in  to  the  snare.  It 
will  be  our  business  to  admonish  him  of  his  er- 
ror, and  at  a  time  when  it  cannot  be  repaired 
well  or  promptly.  W.  is  better.  He  will  soon 
be  in  motion.     Keep  these  hints  to  yourself. 

Agreeably  to  your  own  desire,  long  since  ex- 
pressed, I  have  decided  on  releasing  you  from 
the  superintendence  of  the  recruiting  service. 
Totteral's  Regiment  will  not  be  able  to  take  the 
field  in  anything  like  its  full  compliment.  He 
therefore  may  remain  and  may  take  the  recruit- 
ing superintendence.  I  have  given  orders  ac- 
cordingly. 

It  would  really  appear  as  though  the  three 
Emperors  would  make  a  peace  in  Europe.  If, 
in  this  arrangement,  B.*  give  up  Spain,  G  B. 
will  have  a  large  disposable  force  for  the  next 
campaign.  Our  troops  are  healthy,  in  good  or- 
der and  well  supplied. 

Yrs  truly, 

J.  Armstrong. 


6.  —  General  John  Armstrong  to  Colonel  William 
Duane. 

Washington,  15  July,  1814. 
Sir: 

I  received  your  two  letters  of  the  twelfth  inst, 
the  one  public,  the  other  private.  The  subject 
of  the  former  has  been  much  under  my  consid- 
eration, and  I  have  been  and  am  attempting  to 
sound  the  depths  and  shoals  of  southern  preju- 
dice in  relation  to  it.  How  long  shall  even  his- 
tory and  experience  go  for  nothing  !  No  service 
in  Europe  rejects  black  or  coloured  men.  The 
nations  of  Asia  and  Africa  are  all  such.  Our 
navy  has  no  scruples  of  this  kind,  and  yet  we 
are  more  squeamish  and  stand  on  the  complex- 
ion of  our  rank  and  file,  meagre  as  it  is.  We 
must  get  over  this  nonsense,  and  much  more 
than  this,  if  we  mean  to  be  what  to  be  what  we 
ought  to  be.  I  will  send  an  officer  of  the  Ord- 
nance  Department    to    Philadelphia.     Colonel 

*  Bonaparte. 


Totteral,  as  you  state,  is  honorably  acquitted. 
Hunter  is  not  as  you  suppose,  to  be  tried  ;  his 
trial  is  over  and  preceded  Totteral's.  He  is 
cashiered.  Our  Court  express  great  regret  at 
being  obliged  to  pass  this  sentence,  and  the 
President  expressed  their  wish  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  resign.  Gen.  Lewis  will  no 
doubt  take  this  course.  Breafly  was  the  Presi- 
dent. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  respectfully  Your's, 

J;  Armstrong. 


7. — Thomas     Jefferson     to      Colonel     William 
Duane. 


Sir: 


Washington,  May  23.  1801. 


I  have  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  10thr 
and  shall  always  be  thankful  for  any  informa- 
tion you  will  favor  me  with,  interesting  to  our 
affairs,  and  particularly  which  may  enable  me 
to  understand  the  differences  of  opinion  and 
interest,  which  seem  to  be  springing  up  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  subjects  of  uneasi- 
ness. If  that  State  splits,  it  will  let  us  down 
into  the  abyss.  I  hope  so  much  from  the  patri- 
otism of  all,  that  they  will  make  all  smaller 
motives  give  way  to  the  greater  importance  of 
the  general  welfare. 

I  now  write  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  forwarding  the 
specimens  of  Mr.  Reich's  talents  as  an  engraver, 
and  recommending  to  him  consider,  whether 
he  may  not  be  usefully  employed  for  the  pub- 
lic. Will  you  be  so  good,  as  to  mention 
this  to  Reich  and  to  desire  him  to  present  him- 
self to  Mr.  Boudinot,  two  or  three  days  after  you 
shall  have  received  this. 

As  to  your  proposition  on  the  subject  of  Sta- 
tionary, I  believe  you  may  be  assured  of  the  favor 
of  every  department  here ;  you  have  no  doubt 
contemplated  the  placing  of  your  supplies  here. 
My  custom  is  inconsiderable,  and  will  only  show 
my  desire  to  be  useful  to  you. 

From  a  paragraph  in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, I  think  your  must  have  forgotten  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  passed  here  on  the  subject  of 
the  prosecutions  against  you  ;  to  recall  it  to  your 
mind,  I  will  just  recapitulate  that  I  have  asked 
if  you  could  give  me  an  exact  list  of  the  prose- 
cutions of  a  public  nature,  against  you,  and  over 
which  I  might  have  a  control ;  observing,  that 
wherever,  in  the  line  of  my  functions  I  should 
be  met  by  the  Sedition  law.  I  should  treat  it  as  a 
nullity  :  that  therefore  even  in  the  prosecution 
recommended  by  the  Senate,  if  founded  on  that 
law,  I  would  order  a  nolle  proseque" ;  but  out  of 
respect  to  that  body  should  be  obliged  to  refer 
to  the  Attorney  of  the  District  to  consider 
Whether  there   was   ground  o\'   prosecution   in 
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any  court  and  under  any  law  acknowledged  of 

I  thought  you  expressed  some  dislike  to  a 
change  of  judicature,  said  you  could  not  furnish 
them  a  correct  statement  of  the  prosecutions, 
but  would  do  it  after  your  return  to  the  City  ; 
this  at  least  was  the  impression  left  on  my 
mind,  and  ascribed  your  not  having  furnished 
so  specific  a  list  of  the  prosecutions  as  would 
enable  me  to  interfere  with  due  accuracy,  either 
to  the  distance  of  the  trials  or  perhaps  the  will- 
ingness to  meet  the  investigation  before  a  Jury 
summoned  by  an  impartial  officer.  The  trial  on 
behalf  of  the  Senate  being  postponed,  you  have 
time  to  explain  your  wishes  to  me,  and  if  it  be 
done  on  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Dallas,  it  may 
abridge  the  operations  which  shall  be  thought 
proper. 

I  accept  with  acknowledgement  Mrs.  Bache  s 
-compliments  and  beg  leave  to  tender  her  my 
sincere  respects,  and  to  yourself  salutations  and 
my  best  wishes. 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


■8.—  General  Horatio  Gates  to  Colonel   William 
Duane. 

New  York,  14th  Novemb:  1801. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  22nd  of  December,  1800,  I  paid  Mr.  H. 
Herferd,  my  full  subscription  for  the  Aurora,  to 
the  1st  of  May  last,  for  which  I  have  his  receipt, 
I  now  inclose  you  Eight  Dollars  which  com- 
pletes my  subscription  to  first  of  May  next.  I 
request  the  favour  you  will  send  me  your  ac- 
knowledgement thereof  by  the  post. 

Continue  so  long  as  you  live  to  be  the  Friend 
of  Civil  Liberty,  and  the  "  Rights  of  the  Man  ;" 
then  will  you  be  honored  by  all  good  men  in 
this  world^  and  seated  by  the  immortal  Frank- 
lin in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Farewell,  and  believe  me  your  constant  Ad- 
mirer and  sincere  friend, 

Horatio  Gates. 


.§. — Thomas     Jefferson      to     Colonel     William 
Duane. 

monticello,  nov.  13.  10. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  third  packet  is  received  before  the  sec- 
ond had  been  returned.  It  is  now  enclosed,  and 
the  other  shall  go  by  the  next  post.  I  find  as 
before  nothing  to  correct  but  those  errors  of  the 
copyist  which  you  would  have  corrected  yourself 
before  committed'  to  the  press.  If  it  were  prac- 
ticable to  send  me  the  original  sheets  with  the 
translated,  perhaps  my  equal  familiarity  with 
both  languages  might  enable  me  sometimes  to 


be  of  some  advantage :  but  I  presume  that 
might  be  difficult  and  of  little  use,  scarcely 
perhaps  of  any.  I  thank  you  for  the  copy  of 
Williams.  I  have  barely  dipped  into  it  a  little : 
enough  however,  to  see  he  is  far  short  of  the  lu- 
minous work  you  are  printing ;  indeed  I  think 
that,  the  most  valuable  work  of  the  present  age. 
I  received  from  Williams  some  years  ago  his 
book  on  the  claims  of  authors.  I  found  him  to 
be  a  man  of  sound  and  true  principles,  but  not 
knowing  how  he  got  at  them,  and  not  able  to 
trace  or  develope  them  for  others.  I  believe  with 
you,  that  the  crisis  of  England  has  come.  What 
will  be  its  issue,  it  is  vain  to  prophecy ;  so  many 
thousand  contingencies  may  turn  up  to  affect  its 
deviation.  Were  I  to  hazard  a  guess,  it  would 
be  that  they  will  become  a  military  despotism. 
Their  recollections  of  the  portion  of  liberty  they 
have  enjoyed  will  render  force  necessary  to  re- 
tain them  under  pure  monarchy.  Their  press- 
ure upon  us  has  been  so  severe  and  so  unprin- 
cipled, that  we  cannot  deprecate  their  fate,  tho', 
we  might  wish  to  see  their  naval  power  kept 
up  to  the  level  of  the  other  principal  powers 
separately  taken.  But  may  it  not  take  a  very 
differnt  turn  ?  her  paper  credit  annihilated,  the 
precious  metals  must  become  her  circulating 
medium.  The  taxes  which  can  be  levied  on  her 
people  in  these  will  be  trifling  in  comparison 
with  what  they  could  pay  in  paper  money.  Her 
navy  then  will  be  unpaid,  unclothed,  unfed. 
Will  such  a  body  of  men  suffer  themselves  to  be 
dismissed  and  to  starve  ?  Will  they  not  mutiny, 
revolt,  embody  themselves  under  a  popular  Ad- 
miral, take  possession  of  the  Western  and  Ber- 
muda islands,  and  act  on  the  Algerine  system  ? 
If  they  should  not  be  able  to  act  on  this  broad 
scale,  they  will  become  individual  pirates ;  and 
the  modern  Carthage  will  end  as  the  old  one 
has  done.  I  am  sorry  for  the  people,  who  are 
individually  as  respectable  as  those  of  other  na- 
tions. It  is  her  government  which  is  so  cor- 
rupt, and  which  has  destroyed  the  nation.  It 
was  certainly  the  most  corrupt  and  unprinci- 
pled government  on  Earth.  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  their  Farmers,  and  Mechanics  come  here, 
But  I  hope  their  Nobles,  Priests,  and  Mer- 
chants, will  be  kept  at  home  to  be  moralized 
by  the  discipline  of  the  new  Government. 

The  young  stripling  whom  you  describe,  is 
probably,  as  George  Nicholas  used  to  say,  "  in 
"  the  plentitude  of  puppyism,"  such  coxcombs 
do  not  serve  even  as  straws,  to  show  which  way 
the  wind  blows. 

Alexander  is  unquestionably,  a  man  of  an  ex- 
cellent heart,  and  of  very  respectable  strength 
of  mind  :  and  he  is  the  only  sovereign  who  cor- 
dially loves  us. 

Bonaparte  hates  our  government  because  it 
is  a  living  libel  on  his.     The  English  hate   us 
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because  they  think  our  prosperity  filched  from 
theirs.  Of  Alexander's  sense  of  the  merits 
of  our  form  of  Government,  of  its  whole- 
some operation  on  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  the  suc- 
cess of  our  experiment,  we  possess  most  unques- 
tionable proofs  ;  and  to  him  we  shall  be  indebt- 
ed if  the  rights  of  neutrals,  to  be  settled  when- 
ever peace  is  made,  shall  be  extended  beyond 
the  present  belligerents,  that  is  to  say,  European 
neutrals,  as  George  and  Napoleon,  of  mutual 
consent  and  common  hatred  against  us  would 
concur  in  excluding  us.  I  thought  it  a  salutary 
measure,  to  engage  the  powerful  patronage  of 
Alexander  at  conferences  for  peace,  at  a  time 
when  Bonaparte  was  courting  him ;  and  altho' 
circumstances  have  lessened  its  weight,  yet  it  is 
prudent  for  us  to  cherish  his  good  dispositions, 
as  those  alone,  will  be  exerted  in  our  favor 
when  that  occasion  shall  occur.  He,  like  our- 
selves, sees  and  feels  the  atrociousness  of  both  bel- 
ligerents. 

I  salute  you  with  esteem  and  respect, 

Th.  Jefferson. 


10. — Thomas    Jefferson     to    Colonel     William 
Duane. 

Monticello,  Feby  10,  1815. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  24th  of  Nov.,  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Tracy's  book.  A  Mr.  Tick- 
nor  from  Massachusetts  was  lately  with  me  and 
being  about  to  proceed  to  Paris  within  about 
four  weeks,  offers  so  safe  a  conveyance  for  my 
letters  that  I  cannot  avoid  writing  to  Mr.  Tracy.  I 
have  hoped  that  delay  of  your  answer  was  occa- 
sioned by  some  prospect  of  publishing  the  work 
yourself  ;  or  of  getting  it  published  to  your  own 
mind,  either  of  which  I  should  prefer.  If  that 
be  the  case,  only  be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
know  what  I  may  with  certainty  say  to  Mr.  Tra- 
cy. If  it  be  not  the  case  I  must  renew  my  re- 
quest for  the  return  of  the  MS.,  either  with  or 
without  the  translation,  as  you  think  best,  that 
I  may  be  enabled  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  by  Mr.  Tracy. 

Our  late  news  from  New  Orleans  is  enlivening. 
The  personal  interest  which  British  ministers  find 
in  a  state  of  war,  rather  than  peace,  in  riding  the 
various  contractors  and  other  douceurs,  on  such 
enormous  expenditures  of  money,  and  recruiting 
their  broken  fortunes,  or  making  new  ones,  for- 
bids the  hope  of  peace,  as  long  as  by  any  delu- 
sions they  can  keep  the  temper  of  the  nation  up 
to  the  war-point ;  but  their  disasters  of  the  last 
campaign  on  the  northern  frontier,  then  recent  dis- 
comfiture at  N.  Orleans,  especially  if  it  should 
end  in  the  capture  of  their  army,  the  evaporation 
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of  their  hopes  at  Hartford,  and  the  reprobation 
of  their  conduct  by  all  Europe,  may  create  a 
clamor,  productive  of  peace.  I  suppose  Cobbett 
will  not  let  these  things  be  unknown  to  the  na- 
tion. Still  the  best  stimulus  to  peace  is  an  effec- 
tive provision  of  men  and  money  for  war.  I  do 
not  much  attend  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress  : 
but  as  far  as  I  have  noticed  them,  I  am  not  over 
confident  in  the  means  proposed  for  either.  Ex- 
perience, however,  of  what  will  not  do,  will  lead 
them  to  what  will,  and  with  their  good  inten- 
tions, all  will  come  right.  Accept  the  assurance 
of  my  great  esteem  and  respect. 

Th.  Jefferson. 
General  Duane. 


11. — Thomas    Jefferson    to     Colonel     William 
Duane. 

Monticello,  Sept.  18,  13. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Repeated  enquiries  on  the  part  of  Senator  Tra- 
cy what  has  become  of  his  book,  (the  MS.  I  last 
sent  to  you)  oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  what  I  shall 
say  to  him. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  brilliant  affair  of  the 
"  Enterprise  and  Boxer."  No  heart  is  more  re- 
joiced than  mine  at  these  mortifications  of  Eng- 
lish pride,  and  lessons  to  Europe  that  the  English 
are  not  invincible  at  sea ;  and  if  these  successes 
do  not  lead  us  too  far  into  the  Navy-mania,  all 
will  be  well ;  but  when  are  to  cease  the  severe 
lessons  we  receive  by  land,  demonstrating  our 
want  of  competent  officers  ?  The  numbers  of 
our  countrymen  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  by  the  treachery,  cowardice  or  incompe- 
tence of  our  high  officers,  reduce  us  to  the  hu- 
miliating necessity  of  acquiescing  in  the  brutal 
conduct  observed  towards  them.  When  during 
the  last  War,  I  put  Governor  Hamilton  and  Ma- 
jor Hay  into  a  dungeon  and  in  irons,  for  having 
themselves  personally  done  the  same  to  the  Amer- 
ican prisoners  who  had  fallen  into  their  hands, 
and  was  threatened  with  retaliation  by  Philips, 
then  returned  to  N.  York,  I  declared  to  him,  I 
would  load  ten  of  their  Saratoga  prisoners  (then 
under  my  care  and  within  half  a  dozen  miles  of 
my  house)  with  double  irons  for  every  American 
they  should  misuse  under  pretense  of  retaliation  : 
and  it  put  an  end  to  the  practice.  But  the  ten  to 
one  are  now  with  them. 

Our  present  hopes  of  being  able  to  do  some- 
thing by  land  seem  to  rest  on  Chauncey.  Strange 
reverse  of  expectations,  that  our  land-force,  should 
be  under  the  wing  of  our  little  Navy  ! 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  esteem  and  respect, 
Tn.  Jefferson. 
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12. — Thomas     Jefferson    to     Colonel     William 
Duane. 

Monticello,  May  31,  24. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  a  few  days  ago,  a  pamphlet  on  the 
subject  of  America,  England,  and  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, and  read  it  with  unusual  interest  and  con- 
currence of  opinion.  It  furnished  a  simple  and 
satisfactory  key  for  the  solution  of  all  the  rid- 
dles of  British  conduct  and  policy.  While  con- 
sidering and  conjecturing  who  could  be  its  Au- 
thor, I  happened  to  cast  my  eye  on  the  few 
words  of  superscription,  and  thought  the  hand- 
writing not  unknown  to  me.  I  turned  to  my  let- 
ters of  correspondence  and  found  its  tally  ;  which 
left  me  no  longer  at  a  loss  to  whom  my  thanks 
should  be  addressed  ;  and  to  return  these  thanks 
is  the  object  of  this  letter. 

*        *        *        *•        *         * 

I  am  long  since  withdrawn  from  the  political 
world.  I  think  little,  read  less,  and  know  all 
but  nothing  of  what  is  going  on  ;  but  I  have  not 
forgotten  the  past,  nor  those  who  were  fellow- 
labourers  in  the  gloomy  hours  of  federal  ascend- 
ancy, when  the  spirit  of  republicanism  was  beat- 
en down,  its  votaries  arraigned  as  criminals,  and 
such  threats  denounced  as  posterity  will  never 
believe. 

My  means  of  service  are  slender  ;  but,  such  as 
they  are,  if  you  can  make  them  useful  to  you  in 
any  solicitation  they  shall  be  sincerely  employed  ; 
in  the  mean  time  I  assure  you  of  my  continued 
friendship  and  respect. 

Th.  Jefferson. 


13. — General  Henry  Dearborn  to   Colonel  Wil- 
liam Duane. 

Boston,  July  25  th,  1810. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  highly  gratified  with  the  explicit  frank- 
ness of  your  reply,  and  with  the  general  tenor  of 
your  observations  ;  how  far  we  are  to  impute  our 
present  degraded  situation  to  intrigue,  or  unfair 
management,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  ;  but  I  am 
yet  of  the  opinion,  which  I  formed  at  Washing- 
ton in  the  Winter  of  1808-9  ;  and  which  I  then 
on  all  occasions  expressed  without  reserve,  and 
on  some  occasions,  with  more  freedom  than  was 
acceptable;  viz :  that  a  strict  and  rigid  adherence 
to  the  embargo  was  the  only  safe,  sure,  and  effec- 
tual course  that  we  could  contemplate,  short  of 
actual  War.  Many  of  our  Eastern  Republicans 
at  home  were  frightened,  and  by  their  communi- 
cations to  our  members  of  Congress  produced 
first,  doubts,  and  ultimately,  such  a  general  panic, 
as  damaged  all  our  measures  ;  how  far  that  panic 
was  supported  by  any  individual  at  Washington, 
I  possess  not  the  means  of  knowing,  but  since 


that  unfortunate  period  we  have  been  falling 
bach  to  take  better  ground,  as  certain  military 
men  have  done  in  Europe,  until  we  have  no 
ground  to  form  upon,  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
most  of  those  men  who,  in  or  out  of  Congress, 
were  induced  from  fear  or  other  considerations, 
to  abandon  our  strong  position,  were  and  are, 
honest  and  true  at  bottom,  and  will  I  presume 
act  better  in  future.  In  all  associations  or  socie- 
ties where  the  members  agree  in  sentiment  on 
great  leading  principles,  it  can  never  be  expected 
that  they  will  agree  in  all  the  details  that  re- 
late to  their  system,  there  will  lie  some  dif- 
ference in  opinions  among  the  most  honest  and 
best  informed,  and  some  will  act  from  motives 
that  are  selfish,  and  some,  perhaps,  from  those  of 
a  more  criminal  nature,  but  we  must  take  society 
for  better  or  for  worse,  and  endeavor  to  make  the 
best  we  can  of  it,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  be  ten- 
der and  as  charitable  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, and  to  make  all  reasonable  allowances  for 
the  common  weaknesses  and  frailties  of  our  asso- 
ciates. But  never  pardon  or  icinh  at  deliberate 
intentional  crimes,  especially  those  that  partake 
of  Treason  against  the  society.  But  we  should 
forgive  a  thousand  indiscretions  and  weaknesses, 
and  not  destroy  ourselves  and  society,  by  a  too 
stern  and  rigid  treatment  of  those  we  might  re- 
claim and  save,  by  kind  and  charitable  treatment. 
The  foregoing  remarks  are  intended  only  in  re- 
lation to  such  members  as  have  generally  pro- 
fessed a  full  belief  in  our  political  creed. 

I  am  not  yet  satisfied  that  it  is  useful  or  expe- 
dient to  endeavor  to  run  down  Mr.  G.  I  am  ap- 
prehensive that  frequent  divisions  and  sub-divi- 
sion will  ultimately  create  such  [a  word  illegible] 
and  conflicting  parties  as  would  afford  some  pop- 
ular, unprincipled,  ambitious  man  the  means  of 
success  in  an  attempt  at  over-setting  our  excellent 
system  of  Government,  and  as  evidence  in  point, 
that  gentlemen  of  honest  intentions  whose  politi- 
cal sentiments  and  general  opinions  on  Government 
measures  coincide  with  each  other,  may,  never- 
theless, differ  in  opinion  on  minor  points,  take 
the  case  of  W.  D.  and  H.  D.  I  presume  we  as 
generally  coincide  in  opinions  on  the  great  lead- 
ing points  in  politics,  as  any  men  usually  do,  on 
any  important  subject ;  and  yet  we  may  probably 
disagree  in  relation  to  the  sentiments  I  have  hint- 
ed at  in  the  course  of  this  letter,  but  I  shall  not 
consider  you  the  less  honest  or  less  a  gentleman 
of  sound  understanding  because  you  think  it  pro- 
per to  pursue  a  particular  line  of  conduct  that  I 
may  not  approve.  On  the  whole,  I  think  it  more 
safe  and  more  commendable  to  err  on  the  side  of 
charity  and  forgiveness,  towards  those  we  have 
once  considered  as  brothers,  than  on  the  other 
extreme. 

Your's  with  esteem, 

H.  Dearborn. 
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14. — The  Emperor   Yturoide  to  Colonel  William 
Duane.* 

Mexico,  4th  May,  1822. 
My  Dear  Sir  and  esteemed  Friend  : 

With  the  correspondence  brought  by  the  Schoon- 
er Tguala  from  Philadelphia,  I  have  received 
letters  from  Mr.  Richard  Meade  and  Don  Eu- 
genio  Cortes,  Captain  of  the  Imperial  Navy.  Botb 
•contain  assurances  of  the  good  offices  you  have 
rendered  to  the  advantage  of  my  nation,  as  well 
in  forwarding  the  Ammunition  entrusted  to  the  lat- 
ter, as  in  establishing  our  credit,  rectifying  the 
public  opinion  with  respect  to  us,  and  endeavor- 
ing to  obtain  from  the  commencement,  the  recog- 
nition of  our  Independence.  These  services  which 
the  Empire  owes  to  your  signal  disinterestedness, 
to  your  humanity,  and  which  evince  a  predilection 
for  the  Country  in  whose  favor  they  are  directed, 
have  excited  in  me  the  most  profound  gratitude 
and  impel  the  offer  of  my  friendship  and  respect. 
Have  the  goodness,  Sir,  to  consider  these  expres- 
sions as  emanating  from  the  sincerity  of  a  frank 
soul. 

With  due  consideration,  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 
whose  hands  I  kiss, 

Augustin  De  Yturbide. 


15. — Letters  from  Robert  Morris  to  John   Nich- 
olson.] 

Hills,  Nov.  16th,  1797. 

John  Nicholson,  Esq. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  now  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  I  have 
not  written  you  one  line  in  all  this  long  Cold, 
Chilling,  Merciless  day  ;  Merciless  to  me  for  I 
have  been  unhappy  on  Mr.  Cottringers  Account. 
There  is  another  Casa  out  against  him  and  he  is 
gone  from  hence.  I  must  bring  him  off  clear, 
but  how  to  Accomplish  it  is  the  difficulty 
in  this  instance,  as  indeed  it  is  in  all  the  unfor- 
tunate cases  in  which  you  and  I  are  involved  & 
others  with  or  for  us.  I  have  this  Evening  rec'd 
your  notes  No.  1  to  6  of  this  day.  I  am  pleased 
that  you  determine  to  see  me  on  Sunday  and  hope 
nothing  will  happen  to  prevent.  William  searched 
the  Docket  to  discover  the  Notes  on  which  Hunt's 
suits  were  founded  in  which  Higbee  was  bail, 
they  are  not  to  be  found  there,  he  then  applied 
to  Mr.  Tilghman,  he  had  not  them,  but  said  he 
would  send  to  Hunt  for  them  &  write  to  Wil- 
liam and  there  the  matter  now  rests,  probably 
Mr.  Hunt  lias  sent  them  to  Maryld  against  poor 
Boone,  in  that  case  could  we  not  get  the  Action 

*  The  following  translation  was  made  shortly  after  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  which  was  written  in  the  Spanish 
language. 

t~~From  the  originals  in  the  possession  of  William  Duane. 


dismissed  as  no  Cause  of  Action  appears  on  the 
Docket  or  elsewhere.  I  wish  you  would  find  out 
the  Person  that  will  advance  Money  to  relieve 
Dunlap  &  Carleton  upon  an  assignment  of  the  Se- 
curity they  hold  &  a  Bonus,  for  I  don't  know 
one  that  will  lend  a  Dollr  You  say  we  must  pay 
Martin  &  Key,  but  you  forget  that  I  have  paid 
my  part,  being  I  believe  all  they  have  received. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  Copy  of  the  list  of  Suits 
&  defence  that  you  mention  in  No.  2  to  be 
making  out  for  Mr.  Gibson,  as  my  defence  in 
most  of  my  suits  must  be  the  same  as  yours. 

I  observe  by  No.  3  the  course  you  are  taking 
with  Charles  Young,  but  I  do  not  know  what  you 
mean  by  our  joint  letter  as  I  have  not  rec'd  any 
from  you  intended  for  him  unless  one  Some 
time  ago  which  was  then  sent.  I  agree  that  the 
Subject  of  the  Trustees  shall  as  you  propose  in 
No.  4,  be  referred  to  Sundays  Conference.  I 
am  glad  your  Family  is  so  near  you  &  wish  mine 
were  near  me  for  the  intercourse  begins  to  be  dif- 
ficult. I  have  rec'd  Mr.  Bronson's  Protests  in 
No.  5,  have  signed  them  and  enclosed  the  same 
to  him  at  New  York.  Poor  G.  C.  is  so  far  clear 
but  I  am  trembling  for  him. 

You  ask  a  hard  question  in  No.  6.  how  shall 
we  stop  the  Sale  of  our  property,  I  don't  know,  is 
the  only  answer  I  can  give.  I  suppose  it  must  go 
sooner  or  later  for  we  can  get  no  help  and  the 
Cormorants  must  have  food.     Good  night. 

Yours,  Rob't  Morris. 


Decr  4th,  1797. 
Dr  Sir: 

What  do  you  think  of  a  fresh  alarm  now  at  6 
o'clock  in  the  Evening  of  this  Cold  Night,  an 
officer  who  calls  himself  Donaldson,  Piloted  by 
Crouch's  Boy  came  here  just  now,  the  Dogs  gave 
the  alarm  &  I  spoke  to  him  out  of  the  Window. 
He  says  he  is  employed  by  Dunwoody,  so  that 

Mr.  D seems  determined  to  have  me  if  he  can, 

I  sent  my  Conip"9  to  him,  saying,  "have  pa- 
"  tience  and  I  will  pay  thee  all."  It  seems  as  if 
I  should  have  hot  work  this  Week,  I  am  how- 
ever more  Anxious  about  Jn°  Baker  than  any 
other,  I  wish  he  was  clear  of  us  »fe  we  of  him. 

R.  Morris. 
Jn°  Nicholson.  Esq. 


16. — Letter  from    William  J.  Duane  to   Henry 
Clay.* 

Philadelphia,  February  5.  1825. 
Hon.  Henry  Clay. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir: 

Although  I  had  the  honor  to  become  personal- 

*  From  the  copy  in  the  possession  of  William  Duane,  Esq, 
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ly  known  to  you,  several  years  ago,  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  to  address  you  in  a  manner  more 
familiar  than  that  here  adopted,  lest  you  should 
suppose  me  indifferent  about  the  distinction, 
which  even  republicans  recognize,  between  great 
talents  and  services  on  one  side  and  humble  ef- 
forts to  be  useful  on  the  other.  Indeed  in  writing 
to  you  at  all  at  the  present  time,  and  especially 
such  a  letter  as  this  may  be,  I  fear  I  commit  so 
great  a  trespass  that  I  am  bound  to  offer  an  apo- 
logy. The  only  excuse,  however,  that  I  can  offer 
is  the  truth,  that  my  motives  are  pure  even  if  my 
sentiments  shall  be  deemed  erroneous. 

Indisposition  has  confined  me  to  my  bed  for  a 
week  past.  My  thoughts,  however,  have  in  that 
time  been  directed  towards  affairs  at  Washington, 
more  entirely  than  if  I  had  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Friends  who  have  called  to  see  me  have 
made  known  to  me  the  current  rumours  of  the 
day,  and  I  now  employ  my  first  moment  of  re- 
lease from  a  sick  chamber  to  perform  what  I  con- 
sider a  duty  to  the  public  and  to  you — assuring 
you  most  truly  that  this  letter  is  the  spontaneous 
act  of  my  heart  and  head. 

If  Gen.  Jackson  had  never  been  named  a 
candidate,  I  should  have  thought  it  a  duty  as 
well  as  a  pleasure  to  employ  every  faculty  that  I 
possess  to  promote  your  elevation  to  the  executive 
chair,  and  such  would  have  been  the  case  with  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  But  in 
Gen.  Jackson  I  beheld  a  man  who  had  fought 
in  the  two  wars  of  the  republic — who  had  risked 
life  and  fortune  for  his  country  ;  and  I  thought 
it  a  lesser  evil  that  you  should  wait  a  while,  than 
that  the  stain  of  ingratitude  should  be  stamped 
upon  the  character  of  freemen.  Besides  it  was 
well-known  that  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Crawford 
had  been  for  many  years  preparing  for  the  cam- 
paign ;  and  it  was  believed  by  me,  and  by  thou- 
sands of  others  friendly  to  you,  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford or  Mr.  Adams  would  be  elected,  in  conse- 
quence, unless  the  generous  feelings  of  the  people 
could  be  aroused  for  some  one  else.  Now,  however 
distinguished  your  talents  and  services  were,  they 
were  of  such  a  nature  that  we  could  only  reason 
about  them  and  appeal  to  the  head,  but  how  were 
the  hearts  of  the  people  to  be  reached  ?  Only 
by  appeals  to  them  in  favor  of  a  man  who  had 
risked  his  life  for  their  lives,  and  his  peace  and 
fortune  for  theirs. 

To  Mr.  Adams  (and  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  voice 
of  Pennsylvania)  I  could  not  give  a  vote.  He  is 
considered  insincere  in  his  politics  and  uncertain 
in  his  views  of  domestic  policy.  To  Mr.  Craw- 
ford objection  was  not  made  so  much  on  his  ac- 
count, as  because  he  was  the  avowed  candidate 
of  a  caucus — a  cabal  at  which  freemen  ought  to 
shudder. 

What  then  was  Pennsylvania  to  do  ?  Could 
she  refuse  her  support  to  the  veteran  Jackson  ? 


Not  without  shame.  She  respected  you,  sir,  for 
your  talents  and  for  your  efforts  for  manufac- 
tures and  internal  improvements,  but  she  said, 
"Mr.  Clay  is  young;  he  cannot  become  unpopu- 
"  lar  in  a  few  years  ;  he  will  grow  in  usefulness  ; 
' '  he  has  already  a  high  station,  and  has  been 
"highly  honored  ;  we  will  obey  the  dictates  of 
' '  our  hearts  now,  and  those  of  our  heads  may  be 
"  followed  hereafter." 

Such  were  the  sentiments  which  made  the  will 
of  Pennsylvania  a  torrent,  carrying  away  all  minor 
factions  and  calculating  considerations.  Nor  is  this 
all — After  Pennsylvania  had  declared  her  wishes, 
although  she  had  no  right  to  suppose  that  Mr_ 
Adams  or  Mr.  Crawford  would  give  up  the  dar- 
ling object,  which  had  been  for  years  the 
subject  of  their  own  thoughts  and  of  the  exer- 
tions of  then-  friends,  it  certainly  was  said  by 
many  Pennsylvanians,  "Mr.  Clay  will  surely 
"  not  oppose  Gen.  Jackson,  the  only  candidate- 
"really  nominated  by  any  portion  of  the  people  ; 
"  he  will  support  him  and  thus  add  one  more 
' '  claim  to  our  regard. " 

These  hopes,  however,  were  unfounded ;  at  a 
late  hour  some  of  your  friends  put  you  before 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  not  only  without  a 
hope  in  that  quarter  but  really  to  your  prejudice 
everywhere.  "What,  then,  is  the  result?  The 
people,  so  far  as  they  have  been  allowed  to  ex- 
press themselves,  have  declared  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son ;  but,  as  in  some  of  the  States  the  people 
were  not  allowed  to  obey  the  dictates  of  their 
hearts,  the  decision  now  rests  with  Congress. 

The  moment  I  found  that  Gen.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Crawford  had  been  returned  to 
Congress,  I  said,  "  Now  Mr.  Clay  has  a  glorious-, 
' '  opportunity  to  rivet  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
"  pie  in  his  favor;  he  can  now  show  that  he 
"nearly  knows  and  respects  the  popular  wishes  ; 
"  he  can  now7  rise  above  the  disappointment  of  not 
' '  being  one  of  the  three  returned ;  he  can  now 
' '  shew  that  he  sacrifices  all  private  views  for  the 
"public  good;  he  will  not  countenance  but 
"check  the  intrigues  which  the  friends  of  Mr. 
' '  Adams  or  Mr.  Crawford  may  employ  to  control 
"the  popular  will ;  he  will  stand  in  the  enviable 
1 '  position,  not  of  a  dictator  or  a  creator  of  a  pres- 
' '  ident,  but  of  the  pronouncer  of  the  will  of  &> 
' '  free  people  !  What  a  lesson  to  kings — to  the 
' '  enemies  of  republics !  What  an  example  of  re- 
"  publican  virtue  !  What  a  beacon  to  ambitious 
"men !" 

Such,  Sir,  were  my  thoughts — thus  did  I  antic- 
ipate safety  for  the  republic  and  honor  for  your- 
self ;  when  rumor  after  rumor  reached  this  city 
to  this  effect — that  Mr.  Clay's  friends  were  com- 
plaining; that  they  were  complaining  of  Gen. 
Jackson's  friends ;  that  they  were  seeking  to  coal- 
esce with  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  exclude 
Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.   Adams;  that  they  were- 
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trying  to  unite  with  Mr.  Adams's  friends  to  ex- 
clude Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Crawford ;  that 
Mr.  Clay  was  to  be  made  Secretary  of  State,  or 
ambassador  to  the  republics  of  the  South,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  throwing  his  influence  into  Mr. 
Adams's  scale  ;  that  Mr.  Clay  had  said  that  "if 
■"Gen.  Jackson  were  president,  he,  Mr.  Clay, 
"would  be  nothing;"  that  Mr.  Clay  had  told 
Mr.  Cocke  that  he  ' '  had  deliberately  determined 
*'  to  give  his  influence  to  Mr.  Adams." 

These  were  the  rumors,  not  quoted  from  one 
man  or  one  letter,  but  buzzed  about  by  every 
mouth ;  until  at  length  some  of  them  acquired  so 
tangible  a  shape  that  you  resolved  to  contradict, 
and  did  contradict  them,  publicly  ;  and  now  the 
assertion  and  the  contradiction  are  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Thus, 
sir,  be  the  event  of  any  investigation  there  what 
it  may,  a  crisis  in  your  political  life  has  arrived 
— the  present  is  a  most  interesting  one  not  only 
to  you  but  to  your  country  and  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty itself. 

Suppose  a  committee  of  congress  shall  censure 
Mr.  Kremer,  and  yet  you  shall  with  your  friends 
afterwards  coalesce  with  others  and  exclude 
Gen.  Jackson — will  suspicion  be  put  down  or 
complaint  be  silenced  ?  If  such  a  coalition, 
however  honest  in  its  views  shall  be  formed, 
will  not  the  people  look  with  suspicion  upon 
any  honor  which  you  may  afterwards  obtain?  If 
you  and  your  friends  shall  in  a  body  oppose 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  you  or  they  shall  afterwards 
obtain  appointments  from  Mr.  Crawford  or  Mr. 
Adams,  will  not  such  a  result  have  a  greater  ef- 
fect than  any  present  vote  of  Congress  in  your 
favor  ?  So  that  the  country  is  in  danger  of  losing 
your  great  and  useful  services,  and  you  are  in 
■danger  of  losing  public  confidence.  If  you  ac- 
cept any  high  station,  no  argument,  no  vote  will 
be  able  to  remove  popular  suspicion.  If  you  re- 
fuse any  station  your  country  will  suffer,  and  yet 
you  will  be  looked  upon  with  jealousy. 

How,  Sir,  would  a  skilful  pilot  guide  your 
barque  between  that  Scylla  and  this  Charybdis  ? 
Allow  me,  however  humble  I  may  be,  to  point 
the  way — Confirm  what  the  people  have  done. 
They  have  declared  for  Gen.  Jackson  in  a  voice 
so  audible  that  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  If  they 
had  directly  voted,  thej'  would  have  put  his 
election  beyond  doubt.  What,  then,  can  be  more 
correct,  more  magnanimous  than  for  you  to  say 
' '  — It  may  be  supposed  that  I  opposed  Gen. 
1 '  Jackson,  because,  as  he  is  a  western  man,  his 
"  election  would  diminish  my  chances  hereafter — 
"  I  refute  this  by  now  saying  that  I  sacrifice  niy- 
'•'  self  to  the  public  will. 

"It  has  been  said  that  I  opposed  Gen.  Jack- 
4 '  son  because  I  was  promised  a  high  station  by 
"his competitor — I  refute  this  by  concurring  in 
Xi  the  public  sentiment. 


' '  In  short  I  have  private  objections  to  Gen.  Jack- 
"  son,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  forget  them  when  my 
"country's  good  requires  it.  If  another  should  be 
"chosen  who  had  a  less  number  of  electoral  votes, 
"think  or  speak  as  we  may,  the  public  will  sup- 
"  pose  that  our  institutions  are  corruptible.  It  is 
"dangerous  in  times  like  these  to  confirm  the 
"  dislike  of  the  opposers  of  republics,  or  to  create 
' '  doubts  in  the  minds  of  their  friends.  I  will  not 
' '  be  the  man  who  will  confirm  the  one  or  create 
"the  other.  I  vote,  therefore,  for  the  highest 
"  of  the  candidates  on  the  return,  for  such  seems 
"to  be  the  will  of  the  people." 

Can  you  doubt,  sir,  the  result  of  such  a  course? 
Would  it  not  shut  the  mouth  of  calumny  ?  Would 
it  not  win  for  you  the  attachment  of  every  gener- 
ous heart  ?  Whereas  if  a  contrary  course  shall  be 
pursued,  and  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr.  Crawford  shall 
be  elected  by  any  coalition,  no  past  services,  no 
talents,  however  splendid,  no  arguments,  however 
strong,  no  evidence,  however  clear,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  bulk  of  the  people  that  the 
result  was  the  effect  of  high  considerations  or 
honest  purposes. 

And  thus  suspicion  will  become  confirmation 
strong  amongst  the  scoffers  at  republics,  while  the 
honest  lover  of  freedom  will  begin  to  doubt 
whether  indeed  republics  are  not  as  subject  to 
decay  as  other  forms  of  government.  Doubt 
creates  indifference,  and  indifference  must  end  in 
ruin. 

But  if,  overlooking  considerations  for  the  re- 
public's safety,  the  question  is  asked  what  will 
be  Mr.  Clay's  future  prospects  ?  I  reply  that  if 
Mr.  Clay  indulges  the  laudable  ambition  to  be- 
come President,  he  must  move  with  the  current  of 
public  opinion:  if  he  and  his  friends,  by  voting  for 
another,  shall  exclude  Gen.  Jackson,  the  result 
will  be  attributed,  whether  truly  or  not,  to  a 
coalition  on  conditions,  and  then  all  who  former- 
ly wished  Mr.  Clay  well  will  become  his  most 
bitter  enemies.  They  will  regard  him,  however 
unjustly,  as  a  deserter  never  after  to  be  trusted  : 
a  result  which  manj'  of  the  very  persons,  whom 
Mr.  Clay  may  now  please  by  opposing  Gen. 
Jackson,  will  hereafter  take  pains  to  produce. 
Thus  Mr.  Clay  will  disappoint  old  friends  and 
lean  on  those  who  will  abandon  him  as  soon  as 
they  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so. 

But,  on  the  other  side,  if  Mr.  Clay  shall  go  with 
the  people,  he  will  disarm  opposition,  and  ena- 
ble his  friends  to  proclaim  him  magnanimous 
and  patriotic.  So  that,  in  the  scale  of  ambi- 
tion, any  co-operation  against  Gen.  Jackson 
must  be  pernicious  and  forever  exclude  Mr.  Clay 
from  the  Presidency — whilst  the  honest,  straight- 
forward proceeding  with  the  people  must  in 
four  years  put  Mr.  Clay  where  Gen.  Jackson  is 
now. 

Trusting,  sir,  that  you  will  excuse  my  frankness 


70 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE, 


[August* 


in  making  this  appeal,  and  that  you  will  not  con- 
sider it  unworthy  of  consideration.* 
I  am  with  great  respect,  y  ob*  sl 

W.  J.  DUANE. 


17. — Letter  from   Henry  Clay    to     William  J. 
Duane,  in  reply  to   the  above.f 

Washington,  12th  Feb.  1825. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  which  I 
perused  with  the  same  spirit  of  frankness  and 
friendship  in  which  it  was  dictated.  My  mind 
had  been  previously  brought  to  a  conclusion  differ- 
ent from  that  at  which  you  had  arrived  ;  and 
notwithstanding  my  high  respect  for  you,  and 
for  your  opinions,  the  reasoning  of  your  letter 
did  not  vary  that  conclusion.  I  regret  extremely 
that  the  subject  is  one  on  which  so  much  diversity 
of  opinion  exists  among  my  friends,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  community.  Finding  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  satisfy  all  even  of  those  whom  I  regard, 
I  have  earnestly  sought  to  ascertain,  within  myself, 
what  it  was  my  duty  to  do.  And  I  feel  entirely 
contented  with  that  course  which  it  appeared  to 
my  judgment  I  ought  to  pursue. 
I  remain,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clay. 


18. — Colonel    William   Duane   to  the  Emperor 
Yturbide. 

Philadelphia,  4th  July,  1822. 
Anniversary  of  46th  year  of  Independence. 

N.  A. 
Most  excellent  Sir  : 

I  have  received  the  flattering  testimony  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  by 
your  letter  of  the  4th  of  May  last,:):  through  the 
hands  of  Col.  Eugenio  Cortez,  Envoy  of  the  Mexi- 
can Empire,  in  the  United  States.  To  be  dis- 
tinguished by  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Congress 
of  the  Columbian  Republic,  and  to  obtain  the  ap- 
plause of  the  Supreme  Chief  of  Mexico,  its  Libera- 
tor, and  the  friend  of  liberty  and  humanity,  are 
to  me  very  grateful  occurrences,  and  call  for  my 
warmest  acknowledgements. 

In  this  eventful  age,  when  more  great  men  have 
appeared  within  haff  a  Century,  than  in  any  ten 
Centuries  preceding,  at  the  head  of  nations,  it  is 


The  predictions  in  Mr.  Duane's  letter  were  fulfilled. 
Mr.  Clay's  friends  having  made  Mr.  Adams  the  President, 
and  Mr.  Adams  having  made  Mr.  Clay  the  Secretary  of 
State,  their  administration  was  defeated  in  1828;  and  "Mr. 
Clay  never  succeeded  in  becoming  President. 

t  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  Wm.  Duane,  Esq. 

1  Vide  p.  67,  ante. 


your  high  fortune  to  stand  in  the  same  elevated 
rank  with  Washington,  Napoleon  and  Bolivar. 
The  name  of  the  first  will  live  in  the  admiration 
of  all  posterity,  for  noble  self-denial,  for  disinter- 
ested virtue,  the  model  of  all  men  placed  in  emi- 
nent power,  who  shall  appreciate  durable  glory 
founded  in  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  their 
country,  compared  with  the  fleeting  gratifications 
of  a  temporary  and  vain  ambition,  or  the  subjec- 
tion and  ignorance  of  their  countrymen. 

In  your  memorable  address  of  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1821,  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  I  thought  I 
perceived  the  evidence  of  a  great  and  generous- 
mind,  and  that,  like  }  our  excellent  contemporary, 
Bolivar,  you  had  resolved  that  the  new  world 
should  [word  illegible]  the  example  of  these  great 
men,  equally  illustrious,  and  the  more  illustrious 
from  being  contrasted  with  the  old  world. 

The  station  to  which  good  fortune,  your  own 
genius,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Mexican  nation  have 
elevated  you,  is  arduous ;  but  it  requires  only  vir- 
tuous constancy  to  sustain  it.  The  path  is  glorious, 
but  its  difficulties  must  disappear  where  the  soul  i» 
generous  and  the  views  of  the  patriot  are  direct- 
ed to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  happiness  of  the 
people.  No  government  can  endure,  no  glory 
can  be  permanent,  where  the  benignity  of  the 
Creator  is  disregarded  by  holding  men  in  bondage 
and  ignorance.  The  brightest  glory  and  the- 
best  security  of  rulers,  is  the  happiness  of  the- 
people. 

Governments  which  lose  sight  of  these  first  du- 
ties may  remain  awhile,  as  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  remained  for  two  Centuries,  the  rulers  exist- 
ing without  love,  or  respect,  or  security,  living  in 
fear  and  feared,  dying  detested,  and  only  remem- 
bered to  be  execrated. 

Men  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  gain  that 
eminence  of  confidence  by  which  they  may  con- 
secrate their  renown  in  establishing  the  freedom 
and  happiness  of  their  Country  are  the  most  to- 
be  envied  of  mankind  :  the  example  of  the  good 
and  the  warnings  of  bad  rulers  are  before  them 
and  he  must  be  insensible  to  true  glory,  who 
will  not  choose  between  the  benefactors  and  the 
oppressors  of  mankind,  or  who  cannot  enjoy  that 
purest  of  all  human  delights  which  is  derived 
from  conferring  happiness  on  millions. 

I  pray  you,  most  excellent  Sir,  to  excuse  the 
zeal  that  urges  these  ardent  sentiments,  and  per- 
mit a  man,  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  say 
you  esteem,  the  opportunity  thus  to  show  you 
that  he  is  not  indifferent  or  unworthy  of  your  re- 
gards. 

The  first  steps  in  all  great  undertakings,  and  in 
the  founding  of  nations,  above  all  others,  are  the 
most  important,  and  are  attended  with  greatest 
responsibility.  The  nation  at  the  head  of  which 
you  are  placed,  requires  only  to  be  made  happy  ; 
what  is  first  proposed  ought  therefore  to  be  pro- 
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founclly  meditated  and  so  adapted  as  to  secure 
the  objects  desired  ;  for  after  institutions  are  once 
laid  so  maay  interests  are  created  by  them,  that 
even  for  obvious  improvement  the  obstacles  •will 
become  almost  insuperable. 

Another  primary  care  of  the  founders  of  nations 
is  that  of  education.  The  knowledge  of  letters,  arts 
and  sciences,  is  essential  in  the  present  age  beyond 
all  others,  and  it  is  by  this  knowledge  alone  that 
virtue  can  be  understood  or  appreciated,  laws  and 
authorities  apprehended  and  respected,  and  pub- 
lic security  and  happiness  assured  without  vio- 
lence and  without  cruelty.  The  most  intelligent 
people  will  always  be  the  happiest :  they  will  be 
the  least  liable  to  evil  dispositions:  and  they  will 
be  at  once  the  most  respectable  and  powerful. 

Rulers  pass  away,  but  nations  are  perpetual. 
You  possess  the  richest  country  in  the  universe,  and 
your  finances  are  not  in  prosperity.  Intimate  with 
fiscal  affairs,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  presenting 
in  a  separate  memorial  some  ideas  on  the  subject, 
meriting  your  immediate  regard,  along  with  some 
others,  and  should  be  happy  to  promote  them  by 
every  means  within  my  capacity. 

The  interests  of  all  the  nations  of  America  are 
in  their  nature  common.  The  nations  of  the  Old 
World  are  jealous  of  the  New ;  but  the  New  is 
destined  to  regenerate  the  Old ;  and  the  powers  of 
Europe  anticipate  and  fear  it :  their  efforts  will 
be  directed  to  retard  the  progress  of  freedom  in 
America,  to  distract  and  divide  them,  and  thus 
enfeeble  and  reduce  them  by  contention.  It  is 
in  the  power  of  the  nations  of  the  New  World 
not  only  to  avoid  these  evils,  but  to  hold  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  on  their  own  good  behaviour. 
Peace  is  the  true  policy  of  every  nation  ;  but  not 
nation  should  be  unprepared  for  War.  until  na- 
tions universally  agree  to  abandon  it ;  but  it  will 
be  at  all  times  in  the  power  of  the  American  na- 
tion to  avert  hostility  and  to  compel  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  be  pacific  towards  America,  by  making 
a  common  American  cause,  and  by  making  any 
injury  or  wrong  done  to  one  of  the  American  Na- 
tions a  wrong  done  to  the  whole,  and  employing 
not  arms  but  other  means  to  assure  justice.  The 
habitual  state  of  society  is  a  perpetual  succession 
of  exchanges,  and  refinement  in  civilized  society 
has  made  the  power  of  Commerce  paramount  to 
all  others  in  modern  times.  The  New  World 
holds  the  keys  of  universal  Commerce — the  pro- 
ducts of  the  mines  of  the  New  World  are  those 
keys — and  whenever  any  nation  of  the  Old  World 
aggrieves  any  nation  of  the  New,  the  suspension 
of  the  export  of  the  precious  metals  would,  inflict 
a  more  grievous  punishment  than  could  be  effect- 
ed by  any  military  or  naval  force. 

Concurrent  with  this  general  and  common  in- 
terest of  the  nations  of  the  New  World,  there  is 
another  great  and  fundamental  regulation  which  is 
called  for,  as  well  for  the  good  of  your  own  coun- 


try and  the  other  States  of  America  -as  for  the 
benefit  of  universal  commerce  and  honesty  among 
men.  It  is  the  peculiar  interest  of  America  that 
the  purity  of  the  coins  of  the  world  should  be 
maintained,  because  they  are  the  standards  and 
measures  of  value:  they  are  the  keys  that  unlock 
the  wealth  of  the  world;  and  those  who  hold 
those  keys  are,  above  all  others,  bound  to  use 
every  precaution  against  the  false  keys,  or  debased 
coin — or  that  paper  be  not  brought  to  supercede 
the  precious  metals.  For  these  ends,  the  new  States 
of  Colombia,  Peru,  Chili  and  La  Platta,  as  well 
as  Gautemala  have  a  common  interest  and  ought 
to  have  a  common  compact  and  rule  ;  their  coins  of 
gold  and  silver,  whatever  may  be  their  denomina- 
tion, should  be  of  equal  purity  and  equal  weight, 
in  the  corresponding  pieces.  There  is  no  motive 
for  changing  the  denomination  of  Dollar,  but  all 
should  concur  in  their  proportional  parts  to  the 
decimal  ratio;  and  the  principle  of  Decimals 
should  extend  to  weights  and  measures  of  every 
kind.  By  these  means  you  would  save  the  Mexi- 
can people  from  all  the  frauds  to  which  other  na- 
tions are  exposed,  by  discordant  systems  of  coins, 
weights  and  measures ;  and  they  must  follow  in  a 
reasonable  time  and  order,  which,  whoever  has 
the  honor  of  first  putting  them  in  force  would  for 
that  alone,  merit  immortality. 

On  these  subjects,  the  ancient  Philosopher  and 
Naval  Officer  of  Spain,  Giscar,  has  made  an  effort 
to  produce  the  system  in  Spain ;  and  the  Minister 
of  the  Colombian  Republic,  Don  Manuel  Torres, 
who  is,  perhaps,  on  these  subjects,  the  ablest  man 
living,  contemplates  introducing  the  system  when 
he  returns  home,  as  he  is  expected  to  do,  to 
take  charge  of  the  fiscal  department  of  that  Re- 
public. 

I  have  trespassed  perhaps,  more  than  I  ought 
on  your  attention,  but  my  views  are  directed  to 
your  true  honor  and  glory— and  may  yon  obtain 
it  by  true  wnsdom  ;  and  in  the  establishment  of 
that  most  glorious  of  all  the  monuments  of  hu- 
man renown,  the  happiness,  liberty  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  Mexican  people,  accomplish  this,  and 
no  earthly  felicity  can  be  greater  than  your's,  nor 
heaven  hereafter. 

I  am,  most  excellent  Sir, 
With  the  highest  consideration. 
Your  most  obedient 

and  obliged  humble  Servant, 
William  Duane. 
A  citizen  of  U.  S.,  North  America, 
Sometime  Adj'  Gen1  in  the  Army. 


19. —  Thomas  Paine  to  Colonel   William  Duant. 

New  Rochelle,  near  N.  York, 

Sept'.  19,  1804. 
Citizen  : 

Mr.  Crowniushield  who  is  gone  to  Salem  called 
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on  me  at  New  Rochelle  and  staid  a  week.  He  ap- 
pears a  sensible  well  disposed  young  man.  He  had 
a  letter  f  rorn  you  to  me,  but  had  lost  it.  He  tells 
me  he  is  to  return  to  Philadelphia  and  study  Phy- 
sic under  Dr.  Rush. 

This  is  accompanied  by  a  piece,  signed  Com- 
mon Sense,  addressed  to  the  people  of  New  Or- 
leans. The  Aurora,  for  several  weeks  past,  has 
been  so  filled  with  wrangle  and  dispute  and  that  in 
coarse  language  that  I  bad  intended  sending  it  to 
the  National  Intelligencer  ;  but  I  see  by  the  last 
three  or  four  papers  that  you  are  again  getting 
into  your  former  habit  of  devoting  the  Aurora  to 
useful  information  ;  a  thing  necessary  to  that  pa- 
per as  it  is  considered  by  distant  subscribers  as 
next  to  official,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
blemished  by  disgusting  personalities. 

In  the  last  piece  I  sent  you,  signed  Comus,  you 
abridged  some  of  the  expressions ;  and  in  the  let- 
ter to  the  people  of  England,  the  whole  of  the 
last  paragraph  was  omitted.  You  were  then  at 
Washington,  and  I  intended  writing  to  you 
about  it. 

Yours  in  friendship, 

Thomas  Paine. 


20. — Hon.  Booert  R.  Livingston  to  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Duane. 

Clermont,  26th  Sept.  1811. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  10th  inst.  It 
would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  give  you  any 
information  that  might  contribute  to  vindicate  the 
character  of  the  statesman  and  philosopher  in 
whom  as  an  American  I  feel  a  pride,  and  to  whom 
I  was  personally  attached,  having  while  I  served 
with  him  in  Congress  enjoyed  as  much  of  his  so- 
ciety as  was  compatible  with  the  difference  of  our 
ages.  Your  letter  is  the  first  intimation  I  have 
had  that  his  character  would  require  support  or 
illustration,  having  considered  it  as  scaled  by  the 
confidence  that  his  country  had  so  often  mani- 
fested in  his  talents  and  integrity,  and  by  the  gen- 
eral applause  of  Europe.  When  I  left  France,  I 
determined  to  give  up  political  pursuits,  and  to 
devote  what  remained  of  my  life  to  those  which 
without  being  quite  useless  to  society,  would 
leave  me  the  tranquility  suited  to  my  age,  and  not 
call  forth  those  irascible  passions  that  is  difficult 
for  one  much  engaged  in  politics  totally  to  sup- 
press. 

I  have  not  therefore  extended  my  inquiries  into 
the  politics  of  the  da}'  beyond  what  I  find  in  the 
Intelligencer  and  the  papers  of  this  State,  and 
have  not  seen  that  to  which  you  allude,  so  that  I 
know  not  on  what  points  Dr.  Franklin  has  been 
arraigned,  or  of  course  how  to  reply  to  your  in- 
quiries. All  I  can  say  therefore  is,  that  there  was, 


during  his  mission  in  France,  a  small  party  in 
Congress  to  whom  he  was  not  perfectly  agreeable, 
and,  as  I  then  believed  rather  on  the  score  of  lit- 
tle differences  that  had  originated  in  our  corps  di- 
plomatic in  Europe  (several  of  whom  had  re- 
turned and  had  seats  in  Congress)  than  for  any 
public  cause,  for  I  never  heard  any  assigned,  but 
that  his  age  unfitted  him  for  the  activity  necessary 
to  his  station,  and  that  it  was  proper,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  give  him  a  coadjutor,  which  it  was  of- 
ten pressed  upon  me  to  be,  and  as  often  publicly 
declined  from  a  conviction  of  the  perfect  compe- 
tence of  the  Minister  to  the  performance  of  any 
duty  required  by  his  situation.  To  remove  him 
was  never  thought  of,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  the 
slightest  surmise  of  his  wanting  the  skill,  the  pa- 
triotism, and  the  independence  of  his  station.  His 
success  and  his  public  letters  will  be  lasting  monu- 
ments of  his  talents  and  his  address.  The  char- 
acter of  the  Congress  of  that  day  will,  I  think,  be 
full}'  vindicated  by  the  difficulties  they  surmount- 
ed and  the  firmness  by  which  they  established 
their  independence  without  the  smallest  sacrifice, 
either  to  their  enemy  or  their  ally,  of  the  rights 
of  their  constituents. 

The  papers  of  the  office  for  Foreign  Affairs  hav- 
ing been  handed,  over  to  my  successor,  I  have 
none  that  can  be  of  use  on  this  occasion,  but  the 
mass  of  my  pubnc  letters  and  my  private  corres- 
pondence ;  and  these  having  been  boxed  up  for 
more  than  20  years,  I  cannot  immediately  refer 
to  them,  and  the  rather  as  I  am  just  setting  out 
for  New  York.  Should  I  have  leisure  on  my  re- 
turn from  Washington,  in  the  course  of  the  win- 
ter, to  examine  them,  if  I  find  anything  that  may 
in  any  way  be  useful  to  you  I  will  take  pleasure 
in  transmitting  it  to  you. 

Be  so  obliging  as  to  send  to  your  correspondent 
at  New  York  the  volumes  that  are  already,  and 
such  as  may  be,  published,  (bound  and  lettered) 
with  directions  to  let  me  know  (pr  steamboat)  of 
their  arrival,  that  I  may  send  for  them,  as  I  am 
impatient  to  run  them  over. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  esteem, 

Your  most  ob.  hum.  Serv' 
Rob.  R.  Livingston. 


21. — Hon.    Samuel    Smith   to    Colonel   Zebulon 
M.  Pike. 

Balt6  4  Aug'  1812. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  your  note,  en  passant,  and  regret  I 
had  not  the  pleasure  to  see  you.  We  have  had  an 
outrageous  affair  here  ;  it  is  now  over  and  our 
city  is  again  in  peace  and  quiet,  and  will  so  re- 
main if  those  gallant  spirits,  (who  have  been  riot- 
ing and  feasting  on  the  characters  of  our  best  men 
for  four  years  past)  do  not,  by  their  folly  and  pre- 
sumption, create  some  new  excitemant.     It  is  a 
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pleasing  fact  that  no  injury  to  any  man's  proper- 
ty has  been  attempted,  nor  to  the  persons  of  any 
person  except  those  actually  engaged  in  shedding 
the  blood  of  innocent,  unarmed  people,  not  even 
to  those  persons  who  escaped  from  the  armed  cas- 
tle before  the  firing  commenced.  A  statement  of  all 
the  circumstances  is  now  preparing  by  the  proper 
authority  and  will  soon  be  made  public,  by  which 
it  will  appear  that  a  combination  was  made  un- 
der a  full  expectation  of  resistance  ;  and  in  that 
case,  a  determination  to  fire  on  the  populace. 

The  killed  on  the  part  of  the  people  is  an  old 
man,  a  stranger,  Docf  Gales ;  wounded  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, an  English  stone-cutter,  two  balls  in  his 
groin ;  Smith,  a  German  baker,  has  lost  his  left 
arm  and  has  two  balls  in  his  bod}r.  Others  are 
wounded,  but  not  seriously.  On  the  part  of  the 
Band  (as  they  are  called)  Gen.  Lingan,  of  Mont- 
gomery-county, killed  ;  Gen.  Lee,  Messrs.  Han- 
son, Murray,  Kilgore,  Thompson,  Hoffman,  much 
beaten,  some  others  injured ;  15  escaped  un- 
hurt from  prison.  No  bones  broken  and  all  will 
recover.  They  have  paid  dearly  for  this  foolish 
frolick,  and  have  fixed  a  stigma  on  the  city  that 
will  not  soon  be  forgotton.  Gen.  Hull  acts  like  a 
man  ;  he  loses  no  time  and  deserves  success.  The 
grand  army  collects  slowly ;  to  what  does  it  amount  ? 
The  Maryland  Regiment,  about  356,  are  gone  to 
Carlisle  !  !  !  for  what  ?  Surely  that  must  be  the 
wrong  course,  unless  they  should  be  going  up  the 
Susquehannah  to  meet  you  at  Niagara.  We  hear 
no  recruiting  now,  and  I  began  to  think  that  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  will  lead  to  an 
immediate  peace.  I  do  not  hear  of  any  troops 
moving  from  Virginia,  southward.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  often,  and  am — 

Your  friend, 

S.  S. 


22. — Colonel  William  Duane  to  Colonel  Zebulon 
M.  Pike* 

Phila.  Jan.  11.  1813. 
My  dear  friend  : 

I  am  not  the  only  one  who  has  been  extremely 
anxious  for  some  time  and  greatly  gratified  by 
the  receipt  of  your  note  on  the  margin  of  the 
paper,  by  which  I  learn  that  you  are  up  and 
about.*     *    * 

Take  care  of  yourself  for  every  reason.  Your 
honest  Sergeant  Major  called  to-day  on  his  return. 
What  a  love  there  is  in  that  breast !  his  affection 
for  you  is  endearing.  I  need  not  comment  on  the 
campaign.  It  is  now  [a  word  illegible]  a  man  of 
mind  and  a  soldier  is  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
War  Department.  Armstrong  was  proposed  by 
the  President  to  the  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and 
€apt.   Jones  (Brearley's   brother-in-law)  for  the 

*  From  original  in  the  possession  of  William  Duane,  Esq. 


Navy  ;  perhaps  two  men  more  capable  and  quali- 
fied  for  their  respective  stations  could  not  be  se- 
lected. I  now  hope  Wilkinson  will  come  to  you 
as  Major-general  You  will,  I  trust,  have  a  brig- 
ade. Cushing  will  also  have  a  brigade.  I  wish 
3tou  would  send  me  your  manuscript  to  aid  me  in 
ideas  for  the  staff ;  you  ought  to  pubUsh  it.  I 
will  aid  you  in  counsel  and  personal  aid  to  pub- 
lish but  could  not  undertake  it  as  I  have  embar- 
rassed myself  of  all  books  but  those  of  my  own 
composition,  and  shall  not  again  embark  in  book 
business.  *     *     *     * 

Col.  Chrystis  is  now  here,  returned  from  Wash- 
ington, full  of  fight.  Poor  Fenwick  with  an  eye 
lost  and  right  arm  broken  has  passed  off  for 
Washington,  but  in  excellent  spirits. 

*        *        #        r 

Farewell, 

Wm  Duane. 


23. — Hon.    Pierce   Butler    to    Colonel    William 
Duane. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  been  prevented  by  indisposition  from 
earlier  thanking  you  for  the  letter  to  Col.  Gray, — 
*  *  *  * — for  your  opinion  on  Balance  of  Ex- 
change with  England — the  political  effects — the 
policy  of  supporting  the  Mexican  patriots — and 
lastly,  your  objections  to  establishing  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  I  read,  at  all  times,  your  opin- 
ions on  publick  measures  or  political  ceconomy 
with  gratification  and  benefit. 

Your  opinions  on  balance  of  exchange  have 
long  appeared  to  me  self-evident.  I  am  not  able 
to  comprehend  how  they  can  be  questioned  ;  yet 
in  trying  to  enforce  them  at  the  Bank  I  have  not 
been  successful.  I  must  believe  that  self-interest 
(unknowingly)  influences  the  judgment  of  a  few. 
As  regards  the  policy  of  giving  aid  and  support 
to  the  Mexican  Patriots,  the  feelings  of  good  men 
would  soon  decide,  but  the  beneficial  effects  have 
not  made  the  same  impression  on  me  that  they 
appear  to  have  made  on  you — first,  on  the  ground 
of  interest,  an  open  generous  support  of  them 
would  probably  bring  on  us  a  war  with  the 
Legitimates  ;  in  which  we  would  expend  more 
dollars  than  the  present  generation  would  repay 
us.  The  succeeding  generation  (as  your  own  ex- 
perience, I  believe,  has  told  you)  would  not  be 
alive  to  the  extent  of  the  friendship.  There  is 
to  my  mind  another  objection — if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  accounts  from  that  quarter,  party  spirit, 
party  feelings  in  the  Kingdom  of  Mexico  are 
nearer  a  balance  than  in  other  parts  of  Spanish 
America  ;  whatever  benevolent  feelings  may  urge, 
policy,  I  suspect,  can  give  no  weight  to  the  scale. 

Your  excellent  paper  has  left  me  no  stranger  to 
your  dislike  to  anything  in  the  form  of  a  Nation- 
al Bank.     I  have,  more  than  once,  been  desirous 
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of  reasoning  with  you  on  that  subject.  As  a 
Senator,  I  was  one  of  the  opponents  to  a  Nation- 
al Bank. 

You  know  enough  of  my  character  to  know  I 
am  no  half-way  man.  The  scenes  I  have  wit- 
nessed for  some  years  past — the  iniquity  of  money- 
changers, compelled  me  to  turn  my  mind  to  some 
relief  for  the  uninformed,  the  well  intentioned 
part  of  society.  I  had  not  depth  of  understand- 
ing to  find  it  anywhere  but  in  the  establishment 
of  a  moneyed  institution  that  would  give  an 
equal  value  to  the  circulating  money  or  paper  of 
the  country,  that  would  equalize  exchange  be- 
tween the  different  States,  that  would  rescue  the 
innocent  and  helpless  from  being  a  prey  to  the 
usurer,  and  would  compel  such  infamy  as  the 
forty  banks  *  to  hide  their  heads. 

Allow  me,  as  a  small  elucidation,  to  state  what 
I  experienced.  When  the  specie  payment  of  my 
first  instalment  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
became  due,  I  applied  to  a  person  by  name  Marks, 
to  procure  $5000.  He  replied,  "  I  am  at  present 
"  engaged,  Sir,  to  furnish  a  China  ship  with  spe- 
"  cie."  I  resorted  to  a  broker — he  undertook  to 
get  the  specie  from  New  York — to  shorten  my 
narration,  I  had  to  pay  eleven  per  cent  for  a  bill 
on  New  York — seven  and  a  half  for  turning  the 
bill  into  specie — then  brokerage,  land  carriage  and 
insurance.  So  that  my  first  payment  to  the  Bank 
stood  me  in  nineteen  per  cent,  and  this  occa- 
sioned by  such  a  system  as  the  establishment  of 
Forty  BanJcs. 

I  fear  I  have  tired  you.  I  will  close  with  good 
wishes  for  your  welfare. 

P.  Butler, 
Butler  Place,  June  26,  1817. 


24. — Hon.    Richard   Rush   to    Colonel    William 
Duane. 
Washington,  September  15,  1817. 

Dear  Sir  : 

There  is  foundation  for  the  rumours  you  hear. 
The  President  has  seen  fit  to  signify  to  me  his  in- 
tentions to  put  me  in  the  place  Mr.  Adams  has 
vacated,  I  have  not  yet  been  left  at  liberty  to 
make  it  public  ;  but  feel  that  I  do  not  violate  the 
spirit  of  a  proper  reserve  in  thus  replying  to  your 
favour  of  the  11th.  I  will  confess  that  with  my 
very  many  solicitudes,  I  am,  nevertheless,  keenly 
alive  to  the  distinction  of  being  permitted  to  rep- 
resent abroad  a  country  whose  institutions  and 
character  present  so  many  commanding  titles  to 
our  veneration.  I  hear  so  much,  even  from  pru- 
dent men,  of  the  oppressive  costliness  of  the  Eng- 


lish mission,  that  I  sometimes  startle  at  the  sub- 
ordinate, though  necessary,  part  of  the  prospect 
before  me.  Thus  much  to  open  the  way  for  add- 
ing that,  in  order  that  my  family  may  stand  at 
the  minimum  of  size  and  expense,  I  have  fixed  it 
as  part  of  my  plan  to  be  my  own  private  Secre- 
tary, not  feeling  able  to  take  with  me  even  a 
brother,  whom,  on  other  accounts,  I  should  like 
to  have.  Next  to  him,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I 
know  of  no  one,  in  the  whole  circle  of  our  coun- 
try whom  I  would  so  soon  take  to  England  in  ca- 
pacity of  juvenile  friend  and  companion  on  such 
an  occasion,  as  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Franklin's;  and 
the  more  especially  when,  as  I  am  sure  from  your 
description  and  the  advantages  of  education 
which  I  take  it  for  granted  he  has  had,  that  I 
should  find  in  Mr.  R.  Bache,*  an  amiable  and  ac- 
complished young  gentleman.  It  is,  indeed,  not 
improbable  that  a  couple  of  young  gentlemen 
may  go  out  with  me,  nominally  as  private  secre- 
taries ;  but  they  will  not  be  of  my  roof,  and  are 
to  stand,  if  they  go,  upon  their  own  independant 
footing  in  all  things.  I  feel  a  confident  hope  that 
you  will  pardon  and  approve  the  candor  which  I 
have  thus  ventured  upon  of  using  with  you. 
*         *         * 

A  frank  and  friendly  spirit  breathes  in  your  let- 
ter, which  is  really  gratifying  to  me.  It  vividly 
recalls  professional  recollections  by  much  the  most 
interesting  of  my  life,  and  produces  on  the  spur 
this  reply  in  the  midst  of  occupations  that  are 
pressing  upon  me.  However  we  may  at  any  time 
find  ourselves  on  opposite  sides  of  a  political 
struggle,  nobody  ever  stands  more  constantly 
ready  than  I  to  do  justice  to  the  zeal  of  your  mo- 
tives and  to  your  virtues  as  a  man. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  con- 
stant respect  and  esteem. 

Richard  Rush. 


*  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  Forty  Banks  chartered 
at  a  single  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  most 
of  which  broke  in  a  few  years  afterwards. 


25.  —  William    Madure  f    to    Colonel     William 
Duane. 
Paris,  22  September,  1818. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Knowing  that  you  have  a  wish  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  Pestalozzi's  system  of  education  in  the 
United  States,  and  thinking  that  it  might  facili- 
tate your  intention  of  transporting  and  publish- 
ing the  books  wrote  upon  that  system,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  at  present  it  seems  to  take  root 
in  Ireland,  and  I'm  informed  that  they  have  a 
publick  school  in  Dublin  and  many  other  private 
schools  among  the  nobility  in  the  country  ;  that 
some  one  has  translated  all  or  most  of  the  books 


•  Lieutenant  Richard  Bache  (3d)  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  H» 
died  in  1836,  being  then  a  Captain  of  Ordnance, 

t  Mr.  Maolube  was  the  Founder  of  the  Academy  of  Na- 
tural Sciences  in  Philadelphia. 
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published  on  the  system,  and  that  they  are  print- 
ed in  Dublin. 

■jf        *         *         *         # 

A  great  inequality  of  property  must,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  society,  produce  a  great  inequality 
in  knowledge,  and  the  unequal  divisions  -of  those 
two  great  foundations  of  society,  must  produce  an 
inequality  of  power,  that  is,  change  the  elective 
into  hereditary.  Taxation  is  the  pivot  on  which 
turn  all  the  great  changes  in  the  division  of  pro- 
perty ;  if  it  is  in  proportion  to  each  man's  prop- 
erty, and  no  bar  by  entails,  &c,  to  the  division 
of  property,  nature  is  an  equalizer  ;  but  if  it  is  by 
indirect  taxation,  falling  principally  upon  the  la- 
bourers and  comparatively  adds  every  day  to  the 
property  of  the  rich,  as  in  England,  where  all 
society  is  thrown  into  the  two  extremes  of  pover- 
ty and  excessive  riches.  We  have  copied  the  Eng- 
lish in  our  taxation,  as  with  us  in  many  things 
else,  and  almost  all  our  taxes  are  indirect  on  coats, 
stockings,  and  which  the  labourer  wears  as  many 
of  as  the  rich,  while  the  rich  man's  stock  and 
lands  pay  nothing.  In  case  of  war,  the  never- 
failing  cause  of  taxation,  the  labourer  is  obliged 
to  fight  the  battles,  while  the  rich  make  their  for- 
tunes, by  posts,  places,  contracts,  &c,  &c,  which 
their  influences  procures  them,  and  which  is  de- 
nied to  every  man  in  the  state  of  a  labourer.  Now 
to  see  how  rapidly  we  have  progressed  in  the  sub- 
lime art  of  taxation,  you  have  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  taxes  paid  by  the  subjects  of  four  great 
continental  powers  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  viz  : 

Population. 

1816— Russia,  45,000,000. 
"  Austria,  27,715,000. 
"       Prussia,  10,000,000. 

1817— France,  28,000,000. 

Revenue  in  paper. 
1816— Russia,  136,000,000  rabies. 

"        Austria,  125i  millions  florins. 

"        Prussia,  42i  millions  rix  dollars. 
1817— France,  — 

In  Specie. 
1816-Russia.  34,000,000  rubles  or^$25,500, 000. 

"     Austria,  42. 000, 000  florins         $21,000,000. 

"    Prussia,  42£  millions  rix  dollars  $28, 500, 000. 
1817-France,  550  millions  francs-$100,000,000. 

by  which  it  appears  that  the  Russian  pays  a 
little  more  than  i  a  dollar  per  head  per  annum  ; 
the  Austrian  about  f  of  a  dollar  per  head  per  an- 
num ;  the  Prussian  a  little  better  than  2£  dollars 
per  head  per  annum  ;  and  the  Frenchman  about 
3£  dollars  per  head  per  annum  ;  and  this  [is]  all 
their  taxation,  as  all  goes  into  the  public  treasury 
and  all  the  expenses  are  paid  out  of  the  same. 

The  United  States,  population  10  millions,  24 
millions  taxation,  equal  to  2£  dollars  per  head  per 


annum,  besides  the  State  Taxes,  the  County  taxes, 
the  township  taxes,  and  the  town  taxes,  which  I 
value  at  li  dollars  per  head  per  annum — a  great- 
er tax  than  any  nation  in  the  world  pays  except 
Great  Britain.  You  might  add  the  tax  put  by  the 
banks,  by  forgeries,  torn  and  defaced  paper,  &c., 
at  as  much,  as  one  individual  with  another  does 
not  lose  less  than  4  dollars  per  annum  by  taking 
false  and  bad  bank  notes. 

The  present  situation  of  Francois  a  strong  proof 
of  the  truth  of  the  axiom  that  the  division  of 
property  divides  the  knowledge.  Nine  hundred 
schools  have  been  founded  for  the  education  of 
the  working  people,  meeting  every  day,  without 
the  aid  and  against  the  will  of  the  priests.  It 
is  probable  that  France  in  twenty  or  thirty  years 
will  be  the  best  informed  nation  in  Europe.  The 
quantity  of  books  that  are  sold  is  another  proof. 
I  remain,  with  esteem, 

Yours  sincerely, 

W.M.  Maclure. 


IV.— ROBERT    EVELYN,    EXPLORER    OF 
THE     DELAWARE. 
By  Rev.  E.  D.  Neill. 

Anacostan  Heights, 

Near  Washington,  D.  C. 
Horatio  Gates  Jones,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir  : — As  my  classmate  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  because  of  your  in- 
terest in  antiquarian  research,  and  activity  as  an 
officer  of  the  Historical  Society  ot  Pennsylvania, 
I  address  to  you  this  communication  relative  to 
an  early  explorer  of  the  Delaware,  of  whom  I 
find  no  record  in  Proud,  Hazard,  or  any  of  the 
standard  histories. 

Before  Calvert  and  his  Colony  sailed  for  the 
Chesapeake,  Captain  Thomas  Young  of  Lon- 
don, a  gentleman  of  influence,  received  a  special 
Commission  from  the  King,  dated  the  twenty- 
third  of  September,  1633,  and  published  in  Ry- 
mer's  Fadera,  authorizing  him  to  lit  out  ships, 
appoint  suitable  officers,  and  explore  all  terri- 
tories in  America,  with  the  understanding  that 
his  movements  were  not  to  be  impeded  by  any, 
who  had  received  Patents  for  portions  of  the 
country. 

Among  the  officers  appointed  were  Robert 
Evelyn,  as  Lieutenant,  a  nephew  of  Young, 
and  a  cousin  of  John  Evelyn,  the  celebrated  au- 
thor of  Sylva;  Alexander  Baker  of  St.  Holborn's 
Parish,  Middlesex,  released  from  prison,  where 
he  had  been  confined  as  a  recusant,  to  become 
cosmographer  of  the  Expedition,  because  u  skil- 
"  ful  in  mines  and  trying  of  metals;"  and  also  a 
person  by  the  name  of  Scott,  commissioned  as 
Surgeon. 
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In  July,  1634,  with  two  ships,  Young  reached 
■  Jamestown,  Virginia  ;  and,  in  a  few  clays,  con- 
structed a  shallop  for  small  streams  ;  and,  soon 
after,  sailed  up  the  Delaware,  and  established  a 
Post  at  Eriwomek,  which,  in  Speed's  Map,  is 
not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill.  Ear- 
ly in  1635,  Lieutenant  Evelyn  was  sent  to  Eng- 
land on  special  business,  while  Young  contin- 
ued to  seek  for  a  navigable  inland  route  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  South  Sea.  In  September  of 
this  year,  our  historian  tells  us,  George  Holmes 
and  others  seized  Fort  Nassau,  near  the  site  of 
Gloucester,  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  Dela- 
ware ;  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Dutch  ;  and 
carried  to  Manhattan,  whence  they  were  car- 
ried to  Jamestown,  in  the  vessel  of  Captain  De 
Vries. 

After  Captain  Young  had  passed  eighteen 
months  in  search  of  the  South  Sea  passage, 
supposed  to  be  somewhere  about  the  fortieth 
parallel  of  North  Latitude,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
England  and  requested  the  King  to  give  him 
and  his  associates  the  right  to  such  inland 
countries  as  they  might  discover.  In  1637, 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia 
chose  Robert  Evelyn,  Surveyor  of  the  Colony 
in  the  place  of  Gabriel  Hawley ;  but  the  ap- 
pointment does  not  seem  to  have  been  con- 
firmed. In  1641,  Evelyn  was  again  in  England, 
and  stated  in  a  publication,  that  he  had,  with 
fifteen  men,  traded  near  the  Schuylkill.  The 
next  year,  he  came  back  to  America  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Province  of  Maryland  "to  take 
"  charge  and  command,  of  all  or  any  of  the  Eng- 
"  lish  in  or  near  about  Piscattaway,  and  to  levy, 
"  train  and  muster  them." 

Piscattaway  was  the  locality  where  Father 
White  had  labored  with  the  Indians,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  Saint  Mary,  per- 
haps Palmer's  Isle,  described  in  a  pamphlet  of 
that  day,  as  "  containing  300  acres  half  mead, 
"  half  wood,  in  it  a  rock  forty  feet  high  like 
"  a  tower,  fit  to  be  built  on  for  a  trading 
"  house  for  all  the  Indians  of  the  Chesapeake 
"  Gulf  and  lieth  a  mile  from  each  shore  in  Sus- 
■"  quehannock's  river  north." 

Sir  Edward  Plowden,  whose  wife  was  Isabel, 
daughter  of  Peter  Mariner,  of  Wanstead,  Hamp- 
shire, England,  treated  her  so  cruelly,  that  twen- 
ty-five years  after  marriage,  she  was  obliged 
to  leave  her  husband's  roof.  Soon  after,  this 
family  unpleasantness,  Plowden  arrived  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  and,  in  1642,  visited  Eriwomeh,  near  the 
Schuylkill,  "the  fort  given  over  by  Captain 
"  Young  and  Master  Evelyn."  On  the  twenty- 
third  of  May,  the  sloops  Real  and  St.  Martin 
were  sent  from  Manhattan  to  Fort  Nassau,  with 
orders  to  the  Commissary  of  the  post  to  go 
aboard,  and  enter  the  Schuylkill  and  approach 
the  place  were  the  English  had  taken  possession. 


If  you  know  anything  about  Evelyn,  let  me 
hear  from  you,  and  believe  me. 
Yours  truly, 

Edward   D.  Neill. 


V.— THE  BAPTISTS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 
BEING  A  SKETCH  OF  THE  PENNE- 
PEK  OR  LOWER  DUBLIN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

By  Horatio  Gates  Jones. 

I.— SKETCH  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  religious  Freedom  which  William  Penn, 
the  Founder  of  Pennsylvania,  proclaimed  as  one 
of  the  organic  Laws  of  his  Colony,  attracted, 
at  the  very  outset,  from  Great  Britain  and  also 
from  the  Continent — chiefly  from  Germany — 
persons  of  every  religious  faith.  They  were  as- 
sured, from  the  well-known  character  of  that 
disinterested  philanthropist,  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned for  his  adhesion  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Quakers,  that  they  would  find  in  his  Colony 
protection  from  all  persecution.  Hence,  we 
find  Quakers  and  Church-men,  Baptists  and 
Presbyterians,  and  Roman  Catholics,  and  even 
the  strange  ascetic  Pietists  of  Germany,  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  all  liv- 
ing together  in  harmony. 

This  same  plan  had  been  tested  nearly  half  a 
century  before,  by  Roger  Williams,  in  his  Colo- 
ny of  Rhode  Island,  under  far  more  disadvanta- 
geous circumstances,  and  where  he  had  advocated 
the  grand  doctrine  of  "soul-liberty,"  at  a  time 
when  such  a  principle  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  worst  forms  of  heresy,  and  the  maintenance 
of  which  was  one  cause  of  his  expulsion  by  the 
authorities  of  Massachusetts. 

Both  Williams  and  Penn  had  been  sorely  per- 
secuted for  conscience  sake ;  and  both  were,  there- 
fore, the  better  able  to  appreciate  the  import- 
ance of  allowing  every  one  to  think  and  act  as 
he  thought  right  in  matters  relating  to  religious 
concerns.  Penn,  at  the  beginning  of  his  legisla- 
tion in  Pennsylvania,  had  passed  by  the  As- 
sembly, the  "  Great  Law,"  the  first  Section  of 
which  had  regard  to  religious  matters;  and, 
among  other  things,  provided  that  no  person 
then  or  thereafter  living  in  the  Province,  shall 
"  at  any  time  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  main- 
"  tain  any  religious  worship,  place,  or  ministry, 
"  whatever,  contrary  to  his  or  her  mind,  but  shall 
"  freely  and  fully  enjoy  his  or  her  Christian  lib- 
"  erty  in  that  respect,  without  any  interruption 
"or  reflection;  and,  if  any  person  shall  abuse 
"or  deride  any  other  for  his  or  her  different  per- 
"  suasion  and  practice,  in  matter  of  religion, 
"such  shall  be  looked  upon  as  a  disturber  of  the 
"  peace,  and  be  punished  accordingly."* 

*  Janney's  Life  of  Penn,  211. 
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It  is  creditable  to  both  of  these  noble  men 
— living  at  the  time  they  did — when  religious 
persecution  seemed  to  be  the  very  essence  of  or- 
thodoxy in  most  Churches,  that  although  en- 
trusted, in  the  organization  of  their  Colonies, 
with  vast  powers,  they  incorporated  in  their 
Charters  the  doctrine  of  Religious  Freedom,  and 
never  permitted  any  of  their  fellow-colonists  to 
suffer  for  their  religious  tenets. 

This  principle,  for  which  Williams,  in  New 
England,  and  Penn,  in  Great  Britain  and  Penn- 
sylvania, contended  so  nobly,  has  at  last  become 
universal  in  this  country,  and  one  of  its  features 
ia  incorporated  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Let  the  names  of  these  men,  who  were  once 
despised  as  heretics  and  fanatics,  be  written  in 
letters  of  gold,  for  their  noble  advocacy  of  a 
doctrine  which  is  now  so  dear  to  every  citizen 
of  our  great  Republic. 

The  first  Baptist  clergyman  in  Pennsylvania 
of  whom  there  is  any  account  was  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Dungan,  who  settled  at  a  place  called 
Cold  Spring,  between  Bristol  and  Trenton,  in 
Bucks  County.  The  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards 
says,*  '•  Of  this  venerable  father  I  can  learn 
"  no  more  than  that  he  came  from  Rhode 
"Island about  the  year  1684  ;  that  he  and  his  fa- 
"  mily  settled  at  Cold  Spring,  where  he  gathered 
"  a  Church,  of  which  nothing  remains  [in  1710] 
"but  a  grave-yard  and  the  names  of  the  families 
"  which  belonged  to  it,  viz,  the  Dungans,  Qarcl- 
"  ners,  Woods,  Doyls,  &c ;  that  he  died  in 
"  1688,  and  was  buried  in  said  grave-yard." 
This  small  Church  disbanded  in  the  year  1702 ; 
and  its  members  either  moved  to  other  places 
or  became  connected  with  the  Church  whose 
history  is  now  to  be  sketched. 

The  Lower  Dublin,  or  Pennepek,  Baptist  Church 
— the  first  permanent  Church  of  that  faith  in 
Pennsylvania,  is  situate  in  what  was  formerly 
the  Township  of  Lower  Dublin,  now  forming 
part  of  the  Twenty-third  Ward  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  about  eleven  miles  North-west- 
wardly  from  Independence  Hall.  At  first  it 
was  called  the  Pemmepeka,f  Pennepek,  or  Pen- 
nypack  Church,  from  a  small  stream  of  water 
bearing  that  name,  which  runs  near  the  Meeting- 
house ;  and  it  was  so  designated  in  the  Min- 
utes of  the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association,  until 
the  year  1794. 

This  Church  may  be  regarded  as  the  mother 
Church  of  the  Baptists  in  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  as 
its   early   Pastors  were   accustomed   to  preach 


*  History  of  American  Baptists,  i,  10,  Note. 

t  This  is  an  Indian  word,  and,  according  to  Heckewelder, 
in  the  language  of  the  Lennl  Lenape,or  Delawares,  signifies 
"  A  pond,  lake  or  bay  ;  water  not  having  a  current."  Bulle- 
tin Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol.  i.  No.  II, p.  122. 


the  Gospel  in  all  of  these  Colonies :  and  hence 
its  early  history  is  of  more  than  ordinary  inter- 
est. The  Records  have  been  carefully  preserved, 
and  are  contained  in  a  large  folio  volume, 
which  is  still  used  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  Minutes  of  the  Church-meetings.  The  Re- 
cords state  that  "  By  the  good  Providence  of 
"  God,  there  came  certain  persons  out  of  Rad- 
"  norshire  in  Wales,  over  into  this  Province  of 
"  Pennsilvania,  and  settled  in  the  Township  of 
"  Dublin,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  viz : 
"  John  Eatton,  George  Eatton  and  Jane,  his 
"wife,  Samuel  Jones,  and  Sarah  Eatton,  who 
"had  all  been  Baptized  upon  Confession 
"  of  Faith  and  Received  into  the  Commun- 
"ion  of  the  Church  of  Christ  meeting  in 
"the  Parishes  of  Llandewi  and  Nantmel,  in 
"  Radnorshire,  Henry  Gregory  being  Chief  pas- 
"tor.  Also  John  Baker  who  had  been  Baptized 
"  and  a  member  of  a  congregation  of  Baptized" 
"  believers  in  Kilkenny,  in  Ireland,  Christopher 
"  Blackwell,  pastor,  was  by  the  providence  of 
"  God  settled  in  the  Township  afores  .id. 

"In  the  year  1687  there  came  one  Samuel 
"  Yaus  out  of  England,  and  settled  near  the 
"  aforesaid  Township  and  went  under  the  De- 
"  nomination  of  a  Baptist  and  was  so  taken  to 
"  be." 

These  parties  were  settled  in  Lower  Dublin,  as 
early  as  1687.  The  previous  year,  Elias  Keach, 
a  son  of  the  famous  London  divine,  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Keach,  an  eminent  author  among  the 
English  Baptists,  came  to  America.  He  was  a 
gay,  wild,  thoughtless  young  man  ;  and  was  con- 
verted in  a  most  extraordinary  manner. 

Morgan  Edwards  gives  the  following  account 
of  Mr.  Keach :  "  On  his  landing  he  dressed  in 
"  black,  and  wore  a  band  in  order  to  pass  for  a 
"Minister.  The  project  succeeded  to  his  wishes, 
"  and  many  people  resorted  to  hear  the  young 
"London  divine.  He  performed  well  enough 
"  till  he  had  advanced  pretty  far  in  the  sermon. 
"  Then,  stopping  short,  he  looked  like  a  man  as- 
"  tonished.  The  audience  concluded  he  had' 
"been  seized  with  a  sudden  disorder;  but,  on^ 
"  asking  what  the  matter  was,  received  from  him 
"  a  confession  of  the  imposture  with  tears  in  his 
"eyes,  and  much  trembling.  Great  was  his  dis- 
"  tress,  though  it  ended  happily ;  for  from  this 
"  time  he  dated  his  conversion.  He  heard  there 
"  was  a  Baptist  Minister  at  Cold  Spring,  in 
"  Bucks  County,  to  whom  he  repaired  to  seek 
"  counsel  and  coml'ort,  and  bv  him  was  bap- 
"  tized."* 

Mr.  Keach  at  once  devoted  himself  to  preach- 
ing the  Gospel;  and,  in  1687,  visited  the  region 
of~  Pennepek,  and  preached  as  opportunity  of- 
fered.    His  labors  were  greatly  blessed ;  and  on 
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the  twenty-first  of  November,  1687,  lie  baptized 
four  persons,  viz  :  Joseph  Ashton  and  Jane 
Ashton,  his  wife,  William  Fisher,  and  John 
"Watts.  These,  so  far  as  is  known,  were  the 
first  persons  ever  baptized  in  Lower  Dublin 
Township. 

In  the  month  of  January,  168-J,  the  following- 
persons  organized  themselves  into  the  Pennepek 
Baptist  Church,  viz:  Rev.  Elias  Keach,  John 
Eaton,  George  Eaton  and  Jane,  his  wife,  Sarah 
Eaton,  Samuel  Jones,  John  Baker,  Samuel 
Vaus,  Joseph  Ashton  and  Jane,  his  wife,  Wil- 
liam Fisher,  and  John  Watts. 

The  church  book  gives  the  following  account 
of  its  constitution : 

"Sometime  after,  about  the  11th  month, 
u  [January,  168%],  by  the  advice  of  Elias 
"Keach  and  with  the  aforesaid  Baptized  per- 
"  sons  consent,  a  day  was  set  apart  to  seek  God 
"  by  fasting  and  prayer,  in  order  to  form  our- 
"  selves  into  a  Church  state.  Whereupon  Elias 
"  Keach  was  accepted  and  received  for  our  Pas- 
•"  tor  and  we  sat  down  in  communion  at  the 
"  Lord's  table.  Also  at  the  same  time  Samuel 
"  Vaus  was  chosen  and  by  Elias  Keach  with 
"  laying  on  of  hands,  ordained  to  be  a  Dea- 
"  con.'' 

Such  was  the  founding  of  what  may  proper- 
ly be  regarded  as  the  first  Baptist  Church  in 
Pennsylvania.  There  was  no  pomp  or  ceremo- 
ny ;  there  were  no  white-robed  priests ;  no  let- 
ters permissory  from  Archbishop  or  other  prelate. 
There  was  only  the  plain  apostolic  giving  of 
themselves  to  each  other  and  the  Lord.  And 
the  little  band  of  disciples,  thus  organized  as  a 
Christian  Clnirch,  has  continued  to  prosper  and 
increase,  and  for  a  period  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  years  has  maintained  an  active  and 
visible  existence. 

Mr.  Keach,  with  that  earnest  zeal  whirh  char- 
acterized most  of  the  early  Baptist  Ministers, 
travelled  extensively  and  preached  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Delaware,  (Trenton),  Philadelphia,  Ches- 
ter, Burlington,  Middletown,  Cohansey,  Salem 
and  other  places,  baptizing  such  as  gave  evi- 
dence of  true  piety.  These,  with  such  other 
Baptists  as  he  found  among  the  new  emigrants, 
joined  the  Pennepek  Church,  so  that,  at  one 
time,  all  the  Baptists  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  were  regarded  as  general  members  of  this 
Church. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  brethren  residing 
in  the  places  named,  the  Church  appointed 
"  General  Meetings,"  so  that  opportunity  was 
offered  for  closer  acquaintance,  communion,  and 
fellowship.  In  regard  to  this  practice,  the  Re- 
cords state,  as  follows:  "But  however  when 
"  Elias  Keach  was  with  us,  we  commonly  acted 
"  as  a  particular  Church,  and  at  the  general 
"meetings  all  the  Brethren  from  all  parts  of  the 


"  Provinces,  were  desired  generally  to  come  to- 
"  gether  to  hear  the  word  &c  and  to  commu- 
"  nicate  at  the  Lord's  Table.  These  general 
"  meetings  were  appointed  twice  in  the  year ; 
"  once  in  the  spring,  about  the  3d  month, 
"[May],  and  one  time  in  the  fall,  about  the 
"8th  month.  [  October].  In  the  Spring  at  Sa- 
"lern  and  in  the  fall  at  Dublin  or  Burlington. 
"  But  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  these  times  of  be- 
"  ginning,  we  had  not  opportunity  to  be  formed 
"  into  particular  Churches,  for  want  of  persons 
"  fitly  qualified  to  oversee  a  Church  or  to  carry 
"  on  the  work  of  the  ministry." 

It  would  seem  that  at  these  General  Meetings, 
even  when  held  out  of  Pennsylvania,  ordinary 
Church  business  was  transacted,  for,  at  Salem, 
New  Jersey,  in  May,  1688,  Joseph  Ashton  was 
chosen  a  Deacon  of  the  Church  at  Pennepek, 
and  was  ordained  there,  by  Elias  Keach,  with 
laying  on  of  hands. 

Mr.  Edwards  remarks,  "They  were  all  one 
"  Church  and  Pennepek  the  centre  of  union, 
"  where  as  many  as  could,  met  to  celebrate  the 
"  memorials  of  Christ's  death  ;  and  for  the  sake 
"  of  distant  members,  they  administered  the  or- 
"  dinance  quarterly  at  Burlington,  Cohansey, 
"  Salem  and  Philadelphia ;  which  quarterly 
"  meetings  have  since  transformed  into  three 
"  yearly  meetings  and  an  Association."* 

As  the  number  of  baptized  believers  increased 
in  places  at  a  distance  from  Pennepek,  it  was 
considered  best  to  form  separate  Churches ;  and, 
hence,  in  New  Jersey,  the  lollowing  were  consti- 
tuted, viz:  Middletown,  in  the  Winter  of  1688; 
Piscataqua,  in  the  Spring  of  1689 ;  and  Cohan- 
sey, in  the  Spring  of  1690;  while,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  few 
Baptists  there,  to  form  a  Church  until  the  second 
Sunday  in  December,  in  1698,  when  four  per- 
sons who  had  been  baptized,  in  1697,  by  John 
Watts,  and  five  others — among  them  the  famous 
John  Holme,  Esq. — who  had  been  baptized  in 
Great  Britain,  met  in  a  house  on  Barbadoes  Lot, 
at  the  North-west  corner  of  Second  and  Chest- 
nut-streets, and,  in  the  words  of  Edwards, 
"  did  coalesce  into  a  Church  for  the  commun- 
"  ion  of  Saints,  having  Bev.  John  Watts  to  their 
"  assistance." 

It  seems,  however,  from  the  Pennepek  Church 
Book,  that  in  the  Spring  of  1688,  Elias  Keach 
held  several  meetings  and  preached  several  ser- 
mons in  Philadelphia ;  but  as  no  mention  is 
made  of  his  having  baptized,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  first  baptism  was  bv  John 
Watts. 

As  Elias  Keach  was  at  first  the  only  Baptist 
Minister  in  Pennsylvania,  the  brethren  at  Pen- 
nepek were  often  left  without  any  preacher,  as 
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Mr.  Keach  was  compelled  to  visit  the  numerous 
branches  of  the  Church,  in  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey.'  In  such  emergencies,  the  Church 
held  meetings  for  prayer  and  exhortation,  then, 
as  now,  called  "meetings  for  conference."  Orig- 
inating as  they  did  in  Pennsylvania  with  the 
Church  at  Pennepek,  it  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  give  the  following  account  of  their  com- 
mencement, as  detailed  in  the  Church  Records, 
viz: — "  About  the  same  time,  that  every  Brother 
■"  might  have  opportunity  to  exercise  what  Gifts 
u  God  had  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  them, 
"  for  the  edification  of  one  another,  with  the  ad- 
"  vice  and  consent  of  our  said  pastor,  we  ap- 
il  pointed  meetings  for  Conference,  to  be  held 
"  on  the  fifth  days  of  the  week  in  which  this  or- 
"der  was  observed.  First,  That  at  one  meeting, 
u  sometimes  one  Brother  and  then  another  and 
"  so  round,  used  to  make  choice  of  some  place 
"of  holy  scripture  as  the}'  pleased,  to  be  con- 
■"ferred  upon  the  next  time,  which  in  the  mean- 
"  while  was  left  to  consideration.  Secondly, 
"  When  the  appointed  time  came,  the  Brethren 
*'  being  assembled,  the  usual  custom  observed 
*'  was,  for  one  Brother  and  then  another  to  be- 
"  gin  with  prayer  and  then  to  deliver  their 
"judgment  on  the  text  appointed  and  our  Pas- 
"  tor  concluded.  The  Brethren  who  used  most 
"  commonly  and  constantly  to  speak  at  these  meet- 
■"  ings  were  Samuel  Jones  and  John  Watts." 

These  exercises  had  the  effect  to  bring  forward 
such  brethren  as  possessed  gifts  for  prayer  and 
exhortation,  and  to  them  the  Church  was  accus- 
tomed to  look  for  assistance,  when  Mr.  Keach 
was  absent,  which,  as  stated,  was  often  the  case. 
On  one  occasion  during  his  absence,  the  Church 
formally  agreed  that  John  Watts  should  admin- 
ister the  ordinance  of  baptism,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did ;  but  the  candidate  was  not  re- 
ceived  into  the  Church,  and  soon  after  she  be- 
came a  Quaker.  The  administration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  however  left  to  Mr.  Keach, 
as  his  proper  work. 

In  the  year  1689,  difficulties  having  occurred 
about  Laying  on  of  hands  in  the  reception  of 
members  after  baptism,  Predestination,  and 
other  matters,  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Keach  was 
brought  to  a  close;  and  John  Watts  was  chosen 
in  his  stead,  being  assisted  by  Samuel  Jones, 
Evan  Morgan  and  Thomas  Wood,  thus  follow- 
ing, as  will  be  observed,  the  custom  which 
obtained  in  the  apostolic  times. 

It  seemed  to  be  a  common  event,  in  those  days 
of  primitive  simplicity,  to  have  in  the  Pennepek 
Church,  a  number  of  gifted  brethren  on  trial,  so 
that  the  Church  was  seldom  at  a  loss  for  a  Pas- 
tor. Meeting's  in  the  week  were  also  regularly 
kept  up  ;  and  these  "gifted  brethren"  were  ac- 
customed to  officiate  on  such  occasions. 

Thus  this  little  band  of  disciples  continued 


to  prosper;  and,  in  the  year  1700,  their  number, 
had  increased  to  forty-six. 

Among  them,  as  in  Churches  at  the  present  day, 
were  some  troublesome  and  perverse  spirits,  tinc- 
tured with  peculiar  views  about  Gospel  truth.  The 
chief  one  at  Pennepek,  was  a  certain  William 
Davis,  who  at  first  was  a  Quaker  preacher,  then 
a  Keithian,  and  finally  a  Baptist.  He  held  Sa- 
bellian  views,  which  he  endeavored  to  inculcate; 
but  the  Church,  after  several  admonitions,  were 
compelled  to  exclude  him.  He  afterwards  be- 
came a  Seventh-day  Baptist.  To  counteract  the 
errors  of  Davis,  and  also  other  heresies,  and  to 
instruct  the  children  of  the  members  in  the  trm- 
Faith,  John  Watts  was  requested  by  the  Church 
to  prepare  a  Catechism,  "  such  a  one  as  might 
"  also  be  of  use  for  a  Confession  of  our  faith."' 
This  he  did,  and  it  was  published  in  the  year 
1700. 

The  Church,  at  first,  was  wont  to  meet  at  the 
houses  of  different  members ;  but,  about  the  year 
1707,  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  a  lot 
near  the  Burial-ground,  the  gift  of  Samuel 
Jones,  oue  of  the  early  Pastors.  In  subse- 
quent years,  additional  land  was  presented  to 
the  Church,  and  some  was  bought,  so  that  now 
there  is  a  fine  glebe  attached  to  the  building,  on 
which  sheds  are  erected  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  driving  to  Church.  There  is  also  a 
grove  of  noble  oak-trees,  aflbrding  delightful 
shade  in  Summer.  The  Meeting-house  is  situ- 
ated in  the  enclosure  devoted  to  the  Burial- 
ground  ;  and  is  separated  from  the  grove  by  a 
public  road. 

The  ikst  Meeting-house  was  twenty-five  feet 
square ;  but,  in  1760,  it  was  repaired,  and,  in  1770, 
there  was  a  neat  stone  building  erected,  thirty- 
three  feet  by  thirty,  with  pews,  galleries,  and  a 
stove,  which  latter  accommodation  was  not  to 
be  found  in  all  the  early  Meeting-houses.  The 
present  edifice  was  built  in  1805. 

The  Faith  of  this  ancient  Church  has  always 
been  that  of  the  New  Testament,  as  set  forth  in 
the  "  Philadelphia  Confession,"  which  wasadop- 
ted  by  the  Association,  in  1742. 

For  some  years,  the  ancient  rite  of  Continua- 
tion, or  the  Laying  on  of  hands  on  newly  bap- 
tized members,  on  1  icing  received  into  the  Church. 
was  practised  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  regarded 
as  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  hence  was  dis- 
continued. This  question  of  "  Laying  on  of 
"  hands "  occasioned  sharp  disputes  between 
them  and  a  Welsh  emigrant  Church,  which 
came  from  Wales,  in  1701,  ami  settled  near  Pen- 
nepek. The  Welshmen  insisted  on  the  rite  as 
of  great  importance  ;  but  finding  they  were  op- 
posed, in  1703,  the  major  part  of  them  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Newcastle-county,  Delaware, 
whither  they  removed  and  settled — and  named 
the  place  "  Welsh  Tract."  The  Church  assumed 
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the  name,  and  is  still  known  as  u  The  Welsh 
"  Tract  Baptist  Church." 

Pennepek  Church  also  had,  for  many  years, 
Muling  Elders— &  species  of  officers  which  most 
of  the  early  Baptist  Churches  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  had  among  them, 
as  the  early  records  show. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Church  contain  the  follow- 
ing action  on  the  subject  of  Ruling  Elders  : 

"  1715.  June  19th.  A  proposal  was  made  for 
"having  Ruling  Elders  in  ye  Church;  left  to 
"  consideration  till  next  Quarterly  Meeting." 

"  1726.  June  17th.  At  same  time  ye  Church 
"  called  forth  brother  John  Holme  to  take  upon 
"  him  the  office  of  a  ruling  elder,  to  which  he 
"answered  he  thought  himself  not  fitly  qualified 
"  for  a  place  of  charge  and  weight  y'  y*  place 
"  did  require." 

"  1747.  June  18.  Bro.  Vansandt  was  called 
"  to  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  by  prayer  and 
"  laying  on  of  hands." 

When  this  office  was  discontinued  does  not 
appear  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it  was  not  used  in 
1770.  The  latest  mention  of  such  is  in  a  manu- 
script List  of  Members,  for  1763,  when  William 
Marshall  is  named  as  the  Ruling  Elder. 

As  a  mother  Church,  numerous  branches  have 
sprung  from  Pennepek,  and  maintain,  even  to  the 
present  day,  in  their  ecclesiastical  relations,  an 
active  and  prominent  position.  Among  these 
were  those  of  Middletown,  Piscataqua,  Co- 
hansey,  Burlington,  and  Salem,  in  New  Jer- 
sey; and  Philadelphia,  Montgomery,  South- 
ampton, Brandy  wine,  Frankford,  and  Holmes- 
burg,  in  Pennsylvania. 

As  is  well-known,  The  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association  originated  under  the  auspices  of 
this  Church  ;  and  'to  its  Records  we  are  chiefly 
indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  date  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Association.  The  "Yearly 
"  Meetings,"  which  were  held  with  the  different 
Churches,  were  chiefly  for  preaching— answering 
to  the  "  protracted  meetings"  or  "  convoca- 
"  tions"  of  the  present  day.  They  did  not  con- 
sist of  Delegates  or  Messengers  from  particu- 
lar Churches,  but  all  who  had  leisure  and  were 
so  inclined  gathered  together  and  spent  several 
days  in  acts  of  religious  worship.  The  brethren 
were  thus  made  acquainted  with  each  other ; 
the  spirit  of  piety  was  increased  ;  the  ungodly 
were  often  converted ;  and  fraternal  intercourse 
was  greatly  promoted.  As  the  Churches  in- 
creased in  number,  and  also  in  membership, 
various  questions  arose  both  as  to  matters  of 
Faith  and  Discipline.  It  was  of  course  desirable 
for  all  the  Churches  to  have  the  same  Rules  and 
to  act  in  unity ;  and  yet  each  Baptist  Church  be- 
ing independent  of  all  others,  it  was  apparent 
to  the  Pastors  and  Brethren,  that  some  general 
meeting  was   necessary  where   such    questions 


could  be  freely  and  amicably  discussed,  and 
where  counsel  and  advice  could  be  given. 
Hence,  it  was  proposed  to  associate,  once  a  year, 
for  this  purpose,  by  representatives  from  the  sev- 
eral Churches.  This  annual  meeting  was  there- 
fore designated  by  the  name  of  an  "  Association ;?' 
but  it  had  no  power  or  authority  to  bind  the 
Churches  composing  it,  and  from  the  very  first 
was  regarded  as  an  Advisory  Council — and  such 
is  the  character  of  all  the  Baptist  Associations 
in  America,  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  Church  Records  of  Pennepek  contain 
the  following  items  concerning  the  formation 
of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  which  are 
deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  form  part 
of  this  sketch. 

"  1706.  At  our  yearly  meeting  held  at  Phila- 
"  delphiathe  21,  22  and  23d  days  of  September,, 
"it  was  agreed  by  our  brethren  fromMiddleton, 
"  in  East  Jersey  and  us,  that  there  should  be  a 
"  meeting  held  yearly  for  as  many  of  us  as  could 
"  meet  those  with  them  at  Middleton,  with  them 
"  that  could  come  there  from  other  parts,  to  be 
"  held  on  the  third  Lord's  day  in  May." 

"  1707.  Before  our  generall  meeting  held  at 
"  Philadelphia  in  the  7th  month  [September] 
"  1707,  it  was  concluded  by  the  severall  congre- 
"  gations  of  our  Judgment,  to  make  choyse  of 
"  some  particular  Brethren  such  as  they  thought 
"  most  capable  in  every  congregation  &  those 
"  to  meet  at  the  yearly  Meeting,  to  consult  about 
"  such  things  as  were  wanting  in  the  Church 
"and  set  them  in  order,  and  those  brethren  met 
"  at  the  said  yearly  meeting  which  begun  the 
"  27th  of  the  7th  month,  on  the  7th  day  of  the 
"  week,  agreed  that  the  said  meeting  should 
"  be  continued  till  the  third  day  of  the  week, 
"  in  the  work  of  the  publick  ministry  and  by 
"  whom  the  publick  ministry  of  the  word  should 
"  be  carried  on." 

The  Churches  thus  uniting  in  an  Association 
— the  first  formed  in  America — were  the  Penne- 
pek, in  Pennsylvania,  the  Welsh  Tract,  in  Dela- 
ware, the  Middletown,  Piscataqua  and  Gohansey 
in  New  Jersey. 

From  that  day  until  the  present  time,  the 
Pennepek,  or  Lower  Dublin,  Church  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  except 
during  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  After  a  con- 
nection of  one  hundred  and.  twenty  years,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  1827,  she  withdrew 
from  the  Association,  and  for  five  years  remained 
unassociated ;  but,  in  1832,  she  formed  one  of  the 
constituents  of  The  "Central  Union  Association," 
which  was  organized  in  the  First  Baptist  Chnrch 
of  Philadelphia,  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  in 
that  year.  On  the  fourth  of  October,  1841,  she 
withdrew  from  that  body  and  united  again  with 
the  Philadelphia  Association,  and  is  at  the  pres- 
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ent  time,  the  only  one  of  the  original  Churches 
connected  with  the  Association. 

The  increase  in  membership  by  baptism  was 
at  first  very  gradual.  Prior  to  the  year  1800, 
the  highest  number  baptized  in  one  year,  judg- 
ing from  the  records,  was  six. 

From  1798  to  1804 — a  period  of  six  years — 
there  were  no  baptisms,  but  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary  were  faithfully  kept  up  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jones.  In  the  latter 
year,  a  glorious  work  of  grace  manifested  itself 
and  a  revival  commenced,  continuing  until  the 
venerable  man  of  God  was  removed  from  the 
Church  militant  to  the  Church  triumphant.  In 
1804,  twenty-two  were  baptized;  in  1805, twen- 
ty-four; in  1806,  ten;  in  1807,  seventeen ;  in 
1808,  twenty-five  ;  and  in  1812,  seventeen.  This 
precious  ingathering  of  souls  seemed  a  fitting 
close  to  the  faithful  and  laborious  pastorate  of 
over  half  a  century. 

The  whole  number  baptized  from  1762,  when 
the  Minutes  begin  to  give  the  numbers,  to  1800, 
a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  was  sixty-three  ; 
and  the  membership  had  increased  from  fifty  to 
seventy-five ;  while  during  the  next  thirteen 
years,  the  number  baptized  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  and  the  membership  had  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  The 
largest  number  baptized  in  any  one  year  was 
ninety,  in  1850,  during  the  pastorate  of  Eev. 
Richard  Lewis;  and  the  next  largest  number 
was  seventy-eight,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Alfred  Harris.  The  greatest  number  received 
during  any  one  pastorate  was  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six,  during  the  seven  years'  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Challiss. 

The  total  number  baptized  into  the  fellowship 
of  this  Church  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it 
must  be  over  eleven  hundred.  Of  these,  seven- 
teen were  baptized  by  Elias  Keach ;  twenty- 
seven  by  John  Watts ;  twenty-nine  by  Abel  Mor- 
gan ;  ninety-two  by  Jenkin  Jones  ;  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jones ;  twenty- 
eight  by  Jacob  Gregg ;  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight by  David  Jones,  Jr. ;  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  by  James  M.  Challiss;  one  hundred  and 
twelve  by  Richard  Lewis ;  and  eighty-nine  by 
Alfred  Harris. 

The  present  Pastor  (Rev.  William  E.  Cornwell) 
has  baptized  about  seventy  persons. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  ancient  Church, 
during  the  present  century,  has  experienced  an 
almost  continuous  experience  of  the  Divine 
favor. 

During  her  long  existence  as  a  visible  Church, 
she  has  had  but  nineteen  Pastors,  and  in  her 
earlier  history,  she  had  two  or  three  Ministers 
at  the  same  time,  who  labored  together  in  word 
and  doctrine  as  occasion  offered.  This  arose 
from  the  fact  that  the  u  gifted  brethren  "  were 

Hist.  Mag.    Vol.  IV.  6 


brought  forward  at  the  "  Conference  meetings." 
John  Watts,  Evan  Morgan,  Samuel  Jones  and 
Joseph  Wood,  were  four  brethren  whose  "gifts" 
were  thus  exercised,  and  who  were  ordained 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  in  turn  were 
the  Pastors  of  the  Church.  Eight  of  her  Pas- 
tors were  native-born  Welshmen ;  and,  for  many 
years,  Pennepek  was  the  point  to  which  the 
Welsh  emigrants  were  accustomed  to  direct 
their  steps,  on  their  arrival  in  America. 

As  a  Church,  she  has  done  much  for  the  cause 
of  Education ;  and  one  of  her  Pastors,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Jones,  D.D.,  for  many  years  kept  a  pri- 
vate school  where  young  men  were  taught  Theo- 
logy. The  name  of  Pennepek,  or  Lower  Dublin, 
was  known  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land  as  the  focus  of  Baptist  influence. 
Twenty-two  persons  have  been  sent  forth  by  this 
Church  to  preach  the  Gospel.  The  present  'mem- 
bership of  the  Church  is  over  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  There  are  now  in  Philadelphia,  forty  Bap- 
tist Churches,  with  about  fourteen  thousand 
•members,  and  in  the  entire  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia there  are  four  hundred  and  fifty  Churches, 
with  fifty  thousand,  four  hundred,  and  ninety- 
seven  communicant  members. 

II.— BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF  THE  PAS- 
TORS OF  THE  LOWER  DUBLIN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

I. — The  founder  and  first  Pastor  was  the  Rev. 
Elias  Keach.  He  was  born  in  Southwark, 
London,  in  the  year  1666 ;  and  was  the  son  of 
the  famous  Benjamin  Keach,  Pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  Horsely-down.  Of  his  early 
education  we  have  no  information,  but  it  was 
no  doubt  liberal,  as  his  father  was  a  learned 
man.  Like  many  young  men  of  that  day,  Elias 
started  off  to  see  the  world  ;  and,  in  1686,  he  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  found- 
ed four  years.  He  was  a  wild,  giddy  fellow, 
and  passed  himself  oft*  for  a  Minister,  dressing 
in  black  and  wearing  a  band.  Morgan  Ed- 
wards, who  relates  the  story,  says  that  the  pro- 
ject succeeded ;  and  many  people  resorted  to 
hear  the  young  London  Divine.  In  the  middle 
of  his  sermon  he  suddenly  stopped,  as  if  at- 
tacked with  illness  ;  and,  upon  inquiry  by  the 
audience,  he  burst  into  tears  and  confessed  with 
trembling  that  he  was  an  imposter.  From  that 
hour  he  dated  his  conversion ;  and  learning  that 
there  was  a  Baptist  Minister  at  Cold  Spring,  in 
Bucks-county,  named  Thomas  Dungan,  he  at 
once  repaired  to  him  for  counsel  and  advice, 
and  in  due  time  was  baptized  by  him. 

Thefollowing  year,  we  find  him  at  Pennepek; 
and,  in  January,  1688,  he  was  one  of  the  constit- 
uents of  the  Pennepek  Church,  becoming  its 
Pastor,  and  continuing  in  that  relation  until 
1689,  when  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved. 
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He  travelled  extensively  in  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, preaching  the  Gospel,  until  1692,  when 
he  returned  to  England,  and  was  not  only  a 
popular,  but  a  very  useful,  Minister.  He  became 
Pastor  of  a  Church,  which  he  was  instrumental 
in  gathering,  in  Ayles-street,  Goodinan's-fields, 
London,  in  April,  1693  ;  and  so  successful  was 
he,  that  in  February,  1694,  he  wrote  to  Rev. 
John  Watts,  that  in  nine  months  he  had  baptized 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  persons.  He  re- 
mained the  Pastor  of  that  Church  until  the  twen- 
ty-seventh of  October,1699,when  he  died,  after  a 
brief  illness,  in  the  thirty -fourth  year  of  his  age. 
His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Wyles,  and  is  entitled,  Death's  Arrest, 
the  Saint's  Release. 

Mr.  Keach  wrote  and  published  several  works. 
First :  Four  Sermons  preached  prior  to  1694,  in 
Pinner's  Hall.  Second  :  A  Confession  of  Faith, 
Church  Covenant,  Discipline,  &c.  Third:  Two 
Sermons  on  The  Nature  and  Excellency  of  the 
Grace  of  Patience. 

While  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Keach  married 
Mary  Moore,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Nicholas 
Moore,  who  was  Chief-justice  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  whom  the  Manor  of  Moreland  was 
named,  he  being  the  owner  of  that  tract  of  land. 
They  had  an  only  daughter,  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Revitt  Harrison,  of  England,  and  had  a  son, 
John  Elias  Keach  Harrison,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica about  the  year  1734,  and  lived  at  Hatbor- 
ough,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Southampton,  in  Bucks-county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  widow  of  Judge  Moore  subsequently  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  Holme,  Esq.,  then  of 
Philadelphia,  but  afterwards  of  Salem,  N.  J. 

II. — Rev.  John  Watts,  the  second  Pastor,  was 
born  on  the  third  of  November,  1661,  at  Lydd 
or  Leeds,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  and 
came  to  America  about  the  year  1686.  He  was 
baptized  at  Pennepek,  on  the  twenty-first  of  No- 
vember, 1687,  by  Mr.  Keach  ;  and  was  one  of  the 
first  four  converts  at  that  place,  and  a  constitu- 
ent of  the  Church.  He  early  gave  evidence 
of  decided  talents ;  and  the  same  year  the  Church 
was  organized,  he  was  called  to  the  ministry. 
His  labors  proved  so  acceptable,  that  when  Mr. 
Keach  resigned,  Mr.  Watts  was  chosen  Pastor. 
He  was  assisted  in  his  duties  by  Messrs.  Evan 
Morgan,  Samuel  Jones,  and  Joseph  Wood — the 
latter  brethren  officiating  when  Mr.  Watts  was 
called  to  other  places. 

Mr.  Watts  was  a  sound  Divine,  and  a  man  of 
some  learning.  He  wrote  a  book,  called  Davis 
Disabled,  in  reply  to  the  heresies  of  a  person 
named  William  Davis,  who  had  been  a  member 
of  Pennepek.  This  work  was  never  printed. 
He  also  wrote  a  Catechism  and  Confession  of 
Faith,  which  was  printed  in  1700. 


The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Watts  continued  from 
the  tenth  of  December,  1690,  to  the  twenty-sev- 
enth of  August,  1702,  when  he  died,  in  the  for- 
ty-first year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  in  the 
grave-yard  in  the  rear  of  the  Meeting-house ;  and 
his  tombstone  has  on  it  the  following  acrostical 
inscription  : 

"  Intered  here  I  be 

"  O  that  you  could  now  see, 

"  How  unto  Jesus  for  to  flee 

"  Not  in  sin  still  to  be. 

"  Warning  in  time  pray  take 

"  And  peace  by  Jesus  make 

"  Then  at  the  last  when  you  awake 

"Sure  on  his  right  haud  you'l  partake." 

III.— The  Rev.  Evan  Morgan,  the  third  Pas- 
tor, was  born  in  Wales,  aud  came  to  America 
at  an  early  period.  He  was  a  Quaker,  but  left 
with  George  Keith's  party,  in  1691.  He  was 
baptized,  in  1697,  by  Thomas  Rutter,  aKeithian 
Baptist  Minister,  at  Southampton,  Bucks-coun- 
ty ;  and,  the  same  year,  renouncing  his  Quaker- 
ism, he  was  received  into  Pennepek.  He  was 
called  to  the  ministry  in  1702,  and  was  or- 
dained, on  the  twenty-third  of  October,  1706,  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Killingworth  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Griffiths. 

Mr.  Morgan  died  on  the  sixteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1709,  and  was  buried  at  Pennepek.  He  was 
a  smart,  intelligent  man. 

IV. — The  Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  the  fourth 
Pastor,  was  born  on  the  ninth  of  July.  1657,  in 
the  parish  of  Llanddwi,  and  County  of  Radnor, 
Wales,  and  came  to  America  about  1686.  He  was 
baptized,  in  Wales,  in  the  year  1683,  by  Henry 
Gregory,  of  Radnorshire ;  and  was  a  constituent 
of  the  Pennepek  Church.  He  was  called  to  the 
ministry  in  1697 ;  and  was  ordained  on  the 
twenty-third  of  October,  1706,  at  the  same  time 
Evan  Morgan  was,  with  whom  he  had  joint 
charge  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  Jones  died  on  the  third  of  February,  1722  ; 
and  is  buried  at  Pennepek. 

The  ground  on  which  the  Meeting-house 
stands  was  given  by  him ;  and  he  also  gave 
to  the  Church  a  number  of  valuable  books. 

V. — The  Rev.  Joseph  Wood,  the  fifth  Pas- 
tor, was  born  in  1659,  near  Hull,  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  came  to  America  about  the  year 
1684.  He  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Keach,  at  Bur- 
lington, New  Jersey,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  1691,  and  was  ordained  on  the  twenty -fifth 
of  September,  1708,  at  which  time  he  assisted 
Messrs.  Morgan  and  Jones  in  the  ministry.  He 
died  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1747,  and 
was  buried  at  Cold  Spring,  Bucks-county. 

VI. — The  Rev.  Abel  Morgan,  the  sixth  Pas- 
tor, was  born  in  the  year  1673,  at  Alltgoch,  in 
the  parish  of  Llanwenog,  Cardiganshire,  South 
Wales,  and  entered  on  the  ministry  in  the  year 
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1692.  He  commenced  preaching  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  ;  and  was  ordained  at  Blaenegwent,  in 
Monmouthshire.  Enoch  Morgan,  the  third  Pas- 
tor of  the  Welch  Tract  Church,  was  his  younger 
brother;  and  Benjamin  Griffith,  of  Montgom- 
ery, was  his  half  brother.  They  were  all  de- 
scended from  Morgan  Ap  Ryddarch. 

He  came  to  America  in  1711,  reaching  Phila- 
delpia  on  the  fourteenth  of  February,  and  was 
called  to  the  care  of  Pennepek  Church,  preach- 
ing alternately  there  and  at  Philadelphia,  with 
great  acceptance. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  Minister,  he 
gave  himself  to  the  work  of  an  author ;  and  pre- 
pared, in  the  Welch  language,  A  Concordance  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  He  did  not,  however,  live  to 
see  it  published ;  but  it  was  printed  in  1730, 
and  contains  an  Introduction  by  his  brother, 
Enoch.  Mr.  Morgan  also  prepared  a  Welsh 
Confession  of  Faith,  which  was  published.  He 
•died  on  the  sixteenth  of  December,  1722,  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years.  His  remains  are  interred 
now  in  the  lot  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Philadelphia,  in  Mount  Moriah  Cemetery. 

VII. — The  Rev.  Jenkin  Jokes,  the  seventh 
Pastor,  was  born  about  the  year  1686,  in  the 
Parish  of  Llandydoch,  Pembrokeshire,  Wales, 
and  came  to  America  in  1710.  He  became  Pastor 
of  the  Pennepek  Church,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
June  1726  ;  but  resided  in  Philadelphia,  and  offi- 
ciated for  the  Church  there,  which  was  styled  a 
branch  of  Pennepek.  He  had  William  Kinners- 
ley  as  one  of  his  assistants,  and  also  Joseph 
Wood,  who  aided  as  well  as  he  could.  Mr. 
Kinnersley  was  born  near  Leominster,  in  Here- 
fordshire, England,  in  1669  ;  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica, on  the  twelfth  of  September,  1714.  He  was 
never  ordained.  He  died,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
February,  1734  ;  and  is  buried  at  Pennepek.  His 
son,  Ebenezer  Kinnersley,  was  baptized  at 
Pennepek,  and  became  a  Minister ;  but  was  more 
distinguished  as  a  Professor  in  the  College  of 
Philadelphia,  and  for  his  attainments  as  a  phi- 
losopher, having  made,  in  connection  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  many  important  discoveries  in  Elec- 
tricity. 

Mr.  Jones  continued  to  be  Pastor  until  the 
third  of  May,  1746,  when  he  was  dismissed  to  be- 
come one  of  the  constituents  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Church,  which  was  organized  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  May,  1746.  He  became  their  first 
Pastor  after  their  separate  organization,  and 
continued  such  until  the  sixteenth  of  July  1760. 
when  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  re- 
mains now  repose  in  the  Mount  Moriah  Cemetery. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  abilities,  and  was 
the  chief  cause  of  having  the  law  of  Pennsylvan- 
ia altered  so  as  to  enable  dissenting  Ministers  to 
perform  the  marriage  ceremony.     He  was,  be- 


sides, a  generous  man,  leaving  to  the  Church  a 
legacy  towards  buying  a  silver  cup  for  the 
Lord's  table ;  and  having  also,  partly  at  his  own 
cost,  built  a  Parsonage-house. 

VIH. — The  Rcv.PeterPeterson  Vaniiorne, 
the  eighth  Pastor,  was  born  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  August,  1719,  at  Middletown,  Bucks-county, 
Pennsylvania  ;  and  was  bred  a  Lutheran.  Hav- 
ing embraced  the  principles  of  the  Baptists, 
he  was  baptized  on  the  sixth  of  September.  1741  ■ 
and  having  been  called  to  the  ministry,  he  was 
ordained,  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  1*747.  He 
became  Pastor,  on  the  thirty-first  of  October. 
1747  ;  and  continued  to  labor  with  acceptance 
until  the  seventh  of  February,  1762,  when  he 
resgned ;  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
1764,  he  formed  one  of  the  constituent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  New  Mills. 
now  Pemberton,  in  Burlington-county,  New 
Jersey ;  and  became  its  first  Pastor.  He*  contin- 
ued such  until  the  second  of  April.  1768,  when  he 
resigned,  and  returned  to  Lower  Dublin,  Penn- 
sylvania, On  the  seventh  of  April,  1770.  he  was 
chosen  Pastor  of  the  Cape  May-church,  but  re- 
signed in  1775. 

In  the  year  1785,  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Sa- 
lem Church,  Salem-county,  New  Jersey :  and 
continued  in  the  pastorate  until  the'  tenth 
of  September,  1789,  when  he  died  in  the  seven- 
ty-first year  of  his  age. 

IX. — The  Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  D.D..  the  ninth 
Pastor,  was  born  at  Cefeny  Gelli.  Bettus  Parish, 
Glamorganshire,  South  Wales,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  January,  1735,  and  was  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents,  in  1737. 

His  father,  Rev.  Thomas  Jones,  was  ordained, 
in  1740,  as  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Tulpehock- 
en,  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  received  a  liberal 
education  at  the  College  of  Philadelphia;  and  ob- 
tained the  Master's  Degree,  on  the  eighteenth  of 
May,  1762.  He  at  once  gave  himself  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry;  and  on  the  eighth  of  January. 
1763.  he  was  ordained  at  the  College  Hall,  at  tlie 
instance  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  same 
year,  he  became  Pastor  of  the  united  Churches 
of  Pennepek  and  Southampton  ;  but.  in  1770.  he 
resigned  the  care  of  the  latter  and  devoted  him- 
self entirely  to  Pennepek ;  and  continued  to  oc- 
cupy that  position  until  his  death — a  period  al- 
together of  fifty-one  years. 

Dr.  Jones  was  deservedly  honored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  the  Churches  of  our  faith  in  the 
country.  His  learning  gave  him  a  prominent 
position  :  and  his  counsel  was  sought,  not  only  in 
the  Association,  but  elsewhere.  When  Rhode 
Island  College  was  projected,  he  repaired  to 
Newport  and  aided  in  the  preparation  of  the 
Charter;  and  when  Dr.  Manning  died,  the  Presi- 
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dency  of  the  College  was  offered  to  him  ;  but  he 
declined  it.  With  the  work  of  the  ministry  he 
connected  that  of  a  teacher  of  young  men  in 
Theology;  and  was  equally  distinguished  in 
both  capacities.  His  Academy  was  located  on 
his  farm,  near  the  Church ;  and  he  sent  forth 
many  young  men  who  became  distinguished 
preachers  of  the  Gospel. 

Dr.  Jones  was  the  author  of  several  small 
works ;  but,  besides  his  Circular  Letters,  none 
were  printed,  except  a  Sermon,  called  The  Doc- 
trine of  the  Covenant,  preached  in  1783;  A  Cen- 
tury Sermon,  preached  in  October,  1807,  before 
the  Association ;  and  a  small  handbill,  on  Lay- 
ing on  of  hands,  which  was  replied  to  by  Rev. 
David  Jones,  of  the  Great  Valley  Church. 

Dr.  Jones  was  honored  with  degrees  from  sev- 
eral Colleges.  In  1769,  Rhode  Island  College 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts;  and,  in  1788,  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania that  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

He  died  at  Lower  Dublin,  on  the  seventh  of 
February,  1814,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  in  the  rear  of  the  Church. 

X. — Jacob  Grigg,  the  tenth  Pastor,  was  born 
in  England,  and  came  to  America  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century.  When  very  young, 
he  professed,  religion,  united  with  a  Baptist 
Church  in  England,  and  commenced  to  preach. 
Soon  after,  he  entered  the  Bristol  Academy  and 
there  prosecuted  a  limited  course  of  study ;  and 
left  to  accept  an  appointment,  as  a  Missionary 
to  Sierra  Leone,  Africa ;  but  soon  afterwards 
resigned  and  settled  in  America. 

He  first  preached  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and 
at  Portsmouth,  and  Upper  Bridge.  In  a  few 
years,  he  removed  to  Kentucky  and  became  Pas- 
tor of  a  Church ;  but  he  soon  left  and  went  to 
Ohio.  In  1808  or  1809,  he  returned  to  Virginia 
and  opened  a  school  in  Richmond  ;  and 
preached  either  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  or 
for  the  First  Church. 

In  December,  1815,  he  became  Pastor  of  the 
Lower  Dublin  Church,  and  continued  such  un- 
til the  first  of  September,  1817.  He  then,  for  about 
eighteen  months,  was  Pastor  of  the  new  Mar- 
ket-street Church,  in  Philadelphia.  Subsequent- 
ly, he  returned  to  Virginia  ;  and  was  employed 
either  in  teaching  or  preaching  as  an  it- 
inerant. He  died  in  Sussex-county,  Virginia, 
after  a  few  days'  illness,  in  1836.  He  possessed 
extraordinary  powers  of  mind,  and  a  most  tena- 
cious memory.  As  an  evidence  of  the  reten- 
tiveness  of  his  memory,  it  is  said  that  while  on 
the  ocean,  after  leaving  his  native  land,  he  com- 
mitted to  memory  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
and  the  whole  of  Watts1  Psalms. 

XI. — The  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Slack,  the  eleventh 
Pastor,  became  such,  on  the  first  of  September, 


1817,  and  remained  until  October,  1821.  He  was 
a  student  at  Dr.  Staughton's  Theological  School, 
in  Philadelphia.  He  died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
on  the  nineteenth  of  August,  1822.  Nothing  of 
his  early  history  is  known. 

In  the  private  Diary  of  Rev.  David  Jones,  his 
successor,  there  is  the  following  reference  to  his 
death,  under  date  of  the  first  of  September,  1822: 
"  This  morning,  after  service,  I  announced  to 
"  the  people  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of 
"  the  decease  of  Brother  Joshua  P.  Slack,  my 
"  predecessor  in  the  ministry  here.  It  was  a 
"  great  stroke  to  them  generally,  as  they  had  not 
"  heard  anything  of  his  sickness.  He  died  at 
"  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Au- 
"  gust." 

XII. — The  Rev.  David  Jones,  Jr.,  the  twelfth 
Pastor,  was  born  at  Brachodnant,  in  the  Par- 
ish of  Llanbrynmair,  Montgomeryshire,  North 
Wales,  April,  1785  ;  and,  in  1803,  came  to  Ame- 
rica. In  early  life,  he  lost  both  parents,  and  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  aunts,  whose  indul- 
gence had  well  nigh  proved  his  ruin.  He  first 
settled  on  the  Big  Miami  River,  Ohio,  being  in 
the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Hughes,  who  had  brought 
him  to  America.  He  was  then  a  Psedo-baptist ; 
but  removing  to  Columbus,  where  there  was  a 
Baptist  Church  under  the  care  of  Rev.  William 
Jones,  he  became  an  attendant  there.  Thinking 
that  he  might  be  called  upon  to  defend  his  views, 
he  studied  Dr.  Lewis's  Body  of  Divinity,  in 
Welsh  ;  but  was  soon  convinced  that  his  sprink- 
ling was  not  Baptism ;  and,  ere  long,  he  was  bap- 
tized by  the  Pastor  of  the  Columbia  Church. 
Having  exercised  his  gifts,  he  was  soon  licensed 
by  the  Duck-creek  Church ;  and  then  he  became 
Pastor  of  the  Beaver-creek  Church,  and  at  the 
same  time  taught  a  small  school.  In  1810,  he 
resigned  his  pastorate;  traveled  extensively 
through  several  States;  and,  in  October,  attended 
the  Philadelphia  Association  and  visited  Lower 
Dublin,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  under 
whom  he  studied  Theology;  and  at  the  same  time 
united  with  his  Church.  He  then  supplied  the 
Church  at  Frankford ;  and,  in  1812,  became  its 
Pastor,  and  so  continued  until  1814. 

In  January,  1814,  he  was  called  to  the  First 
Church,  at  Newark,  New  Jersey;  and  he  re- 
mained there  eight  years.  On  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1822,  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Lower  Dub- 
lin Church,  and  sustained  that  position  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  on  the  ninth  of  April, 
1833,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

Mr.  Jones  was  the  "  David "  in  a  small  work 
on  Baptism,  entitled  Letters  of  David  and  John. 
"  John"  was  the  Rev.  John  L.  Dagg,  D.D.,  then 
of  Philadelphia,  but  now  of  Hopkinsville,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  Jones  was  much  beloved  wherever  known. 
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XIII. — The  Rev.  James  Milbank  Challiss, 
the  thirteenth  Pastor,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  fourth  of  January,  1799  ;  was  baptized  in 
Salem,  New  Jersey,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Sheppard;  and  was 
licenced  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1821,  by 
the  Salem  Church. 

Mr.  Challiss  was  ordained  by  the  Church  at 
Upper  Freehold,  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey, 
on  the  seventh  of  December,  1822  ;  but  he  had 
been  preaching  for  that  Church  since  June  of 
that  year.  He  remained  as  Pastor  until  March, 
1838, — a  period  of  about  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Challiss  became  Pastor  of  Lower  Dublin, 
on  the  thirty-first  of  March,  1838 ;  and  continued 
there  until  the  first  of  April,  1845.  He  was  sub- 
sequently Pastor  at  Moorestown,  New  Jersey, 
from  A])ril,  1845,  to  March,  1852 ;  and  at  Cohan- 
sey — one  of  the  constituent  Churches  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Association — from  April,  1852,  to 
March,  1860. 

He  retired  from  pastoral  duties ;  and  after  re- 
siding for  some  years  at  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey, 
he  died  there  on  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1868, 
aged  sixty-nine  years. 

XIV. — The  Rev.  Thomas  Roberts,  the  four- 
teenth Pastor,  was  born  in  Denbighshire,  North 
Wales,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  1783 ;  came  to 
America  in  October,  1803 ;  and  settled  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  He  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
John  Stevens,  on  the  ninth  of  March,  1806  ;  and 
by  invitation  of  Rev.  Dr.  -  David  Jones,  Pastor 
of  the  Great  Valley  Church,  Mr.  Roberts  became 
co-pastor  with  him,  and  was  there  ordained,  in 
1815,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton  and  Rev.  Messrs. 
David  and  Horatio  G.  Jones. 

When  the  Mission  to  the  Cherokee  Indians 
was  founded,  Mr.  Roberts  went  out  as  a  Mis- 
sionary with  Rev.  Evan  Jones ;  and  upon  his  re- 
turn, he  became  Pastor  at  Lower  Dublin,  on  the 
third  of  August,  1845,  and  so  continued  until 
the  first  of  April,  1847.  Although  in  the  Minutes 
he  is  styled  "  a  supply,"  yet  he  was  in  effect 
their  Pastor ;  and  was  so  returned  on  the  Minutes 
of  the  Association. 

Mi\  Roberts  was  also  Pastor  of  the  ancient 
Church  at  Middletown,  New  Jersey.  He  pub- 
lished a  small  treatise  on  Baptism. 

He  died  at  Middletown,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  September,  1865,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

XV.— The  Rev.  Richard  Lewis,  M.D.,  the  fif- 
teenth Pastor,  was  born  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
July,  1817,  at  Llanidoles,  North  Wales,  but  left 
that  place  when  very  young.  He  was  baptized  in 
the  year  1833,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  by  Rev. 
Cornelius  Morrell,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Stalybridge.  The  following  year  he  was  called 
to  exercise  his  gifts,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  he  became  Principal  of 


a  flourishing  Seminary.  Meanwhile  he  prosecu- 
ted his  studies  under  Mr.  Morrell. 

In  June,  1841,  Mr.  Lewis  embarked  for  Amer- 
ica ;  and,  on  his  arrival,  spent  some  time  in  New 
York,  but  eventually  made  Philadelphia  his 
abode.  In  1842,  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Mount 
Tabor  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1847.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of 
April,  1847,  he  commenced  his  pastorate  at  Lower 
Dublin,  but  resigned  in  1852,  and  left  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth of  April,  in  that  year.  He  then  labored  as 
Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Holmesburg,  until  1860, 
when  he  resigned. 

Mr.  Lewis  afterwards  studied  medicine  at  the 
Pennsylvania,  Jefferson,  and  Homeopathic  Me- 
dical Colleges,  and  graduated  at  the  latter  as 
M.  D.  He  now  resides  at  Frankford  and  prac- 
tices medicine. 

XVI. — The  Rev.  William  Hutchinson,  the 
sixteenth  Pastor,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Drum- 
lample,  County  of  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in 
1794;  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1819. 

He  was  baptized  at  Cazenovia,  New  York,  in 
1820,  by  Rev.  John  Peck,  and  was  licensed, 
by  the  Cazenovia  Church,  in  June,  1821.  He 
entered  Hamilton  Institution,  and  graduated  in 
1824,  and  was  ordained  that  year  at  Cazenovia. 
He  returned  to  Ireland,  and  preached  to  his 
countrymen  under  the  Patronge  of  "  The  Lon- 
"  don  Baptist  Irish  Society."  In  1827,  he  again 
came  to  America;  and,  in  1828,  became  Pastor 
of  the  Church  at  Brandon,  Vermont,  where  he 
labored  for  three  years.  While  at  Brandon,  he  es- 
tablished The  Vermont  Telegraph,  a  weekly  reli- 
gious newspaper,  of  which  he  became  its  first 
Editor.  In  1831,  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Church 
at  Amenia,  Duchess-county,  New  York,  and 
continued  there  until  1833,  when  he  removed  to 
Fayetteville,  Onondaga-county,  and  officiated 
for  about  three  years  as  Pastor  of  the  Church  in 
that  place.  In  1836,  he  went  to  Oswego,  and 
labored  as  Pastor  of  that  Church,  until  the  fif- 
teenth of  December,  1852,  when  he  was  chosen 
Pastor  of  the  Lower  Dublin  Church,  and  re- 
mained such  until  December,  1856,  when  he  re- 
signed. 

XVII. — The  Rev.  Alfred  Harris,  the  sev- 
enteenth Pastor,  was  born  in  1829,  at  Bulch- 
mawr,  Pembrokeshire,  South  Wales :  and  came 
to  America  in  1841.  He  was  baptized  by  his 
father  at  Remsen,  Oneida-eounty,  New  York,  in 
the  Winter  of  1842.  He  was  licensed  by  the 
Remsen  Church,  of  which  his  father  was  Pas- 
tor. He  was  educated  at  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
Institution  at  Whitesboro',  New  York:  and  was 
ordained  at  the  Berean  Baptist  Church,  in  the 
town  of  Marcy,  New  York,  for  which  Church 
he  preached  about  six  years.  Mr.  Harris  was 
afterwards  called  to  the  charge  of  the  Beakley- 
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ville  and  Upper  Mount  Bethel  Churches  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  remained  with  them  one 
year,  when  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Willistown 
Church.  After  serving  that  Church  for  two 
years,  he  became  Pastor  of  Lower  Dublin,  on  the 
sixteenth  of  March,  1857 ;  and  labored  with 
much  success  until  March,  1860,  when  he  re- 
signed, and  took  charge  of  the  Church  of  Ho- 
boken,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Harris  has  contributed  numerous  articles 
to  the  Welch  Magazines,  and  is  able  to  preach 
in  that  language. 

XVIII.— The  Rev.  George  Kempton,  D.  D., 
the  eighteenth  Pastor,  was  born  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  1810,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Tho- 
mas, South  Carolina. 

He  was  baptized  in  February,  1832,  and 
joined  the  Robertsville  Church,  by  which  he 
was  licensed,  on  the  twenty-second  of  December, 
in  that  same  year. 

In  January,  1833,  he  entered  Furman  Theolog- 
ical Institution  ;  where  he  remained  two  years. 
In  October,  1835,  he  entered  the  Freshman 
Class,  of  Madison  University,  then  called  Ham- 
ilton Institution,  and  graduated  there  in  the 
Arts,  in  August,  1839.  In  1840,  he  was  called  as 
a  supply  by  the  Church  at  Smyrna,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  while  there  was  ordained ;  and  the 
following  year  he  became  Pastor  of  the  Roberts- 
ville Church,  where  he  remained  until  1844, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  Spruce-street  Church, 
Philadelphia.  In  1852,  he  removed  to  New 
Brunswick,  and  became  Pastor  of  the  Church 
at  that  place;  and  continued  there  until  1857, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  Pastorate  of  the 
Church  at  North-east,  Duchess-county,  New 
York. 

In  1852,  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Kempton.  by  the 
University  at  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania ;  and  in 
1857,  he  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Divin- 
ity from  Madison  University,  at  Hamilton,  New 
York.  In  October,  1860,  he  became  Pastor  of  the 
Lower  Dublin  Church. 

Dr.  Kempton  has  preached  several  sermons 
which  have  been  printed.  He  resigned  the 
charge  of  the  Church  in  1865;  and  now  resides 
at  Hammonton,  New  Jersey. 

XIX. — The  Rev.  William  E.  Cornwell,  the 
nineteenth  Pastor,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October, 
1836.  He  was  baptized  at  Bridgeton,  New  Jer- 
sey, on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  1853 ;  and 
commenced  to  study  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Spring  of  1854;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  July, 
1859,  he  was  graduated  at  the  Theological  De- 
partment of  the  University  at  Lewisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

He  was  ordained  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Octo- 


ber, 1859,  at  Woodstown,  New  Jersey ;  and  was- 
subsequently  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Canton,, 
Salem-county,  New  Jersey. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1866,  he  com- 
menced his  labors  as  Pastor  of  the  Lower  Dub- 
lin Church,  and  still  continues  to  hold  that  hon- 
orable position.  During  his  pastorate  he  has- 
baptized  a  large  number ;  and  a  Mission  Chapel 
has  been  built  and  dedicated,  at  Fox  Chase,  a. 
few  miles  from  the  parent  Church. 

The  following  tabular  statement  will  give  a 
brief  summary  of  the  -various  Pastors,  and  the 
length  of  each  pastorate : 

Elias  Keach  served  the  Church  from  Janu- 
ary, 1688,  to  1689. 

John  Watts,  from  December  10,  1690,  to 
August  27,  1702. 

Evan  Morgan,  from  October  23,  1706,  to 
February  16,  1709. 

Samuel  Jones,  from  October  23,  1706,  to 
February  3,  1722. 

Joseph  Wood,  from  September  25, 1708,  to 
September  15,  1747. 

Abel  Morgan,  from  February  14,  1711,  to 
December    16,   1722. 

Jenkin  Jones,  from  June  17,  1726,  to  May 
3,  1746. 

Peter  Peterson  Vanhorne,  from  October 
31,  1747,  to  February  7,  1762. 

Samuel  Jones,  D.D.,  from  January  1,  1763r 
to  February  7,  1814. 

Jacob  Grigg,  from  December,  1815,  to  Sep- 
tember 1,  1817. 

Joshua  P.  Slack,  from  September  1, 1817,  to> 
October,  1821. 

David  Jones,  Jr.,  from  January  1,  1822,  to> 
April  9,  1833. 

James  M.  Challiss,  from  March  31,  1838,  to 
April  1,  1845. 

Thomas  Roberts,  from  August  3,  1845,  to* 
April  1,  1847. 

Richard  Lewis,  from  April  27, 1847,  to  April 
25,  1852. 

William  Hutchinson,  from  December  15,. 
1852,  to  December,  1856. 

Alfred  Harris,  from  March  16,  1857,  to> 
March,  1860. 

George  Kempton,  D.D.,  from  October  7,. 
1860,  to  April  1,  1865. 

William  E.  Cornwell,  from  March  18r 
1866. 

III.—LICENTIA  TES. 

The  Church,  during  its  long  existence,  has. 
granted  liberty  or  license  to  preach  to  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  many  of  whom  subsequently 
became  eminent  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  viz : 


John  Watts, 
Samuel  Jones, 


Evan  Morgan, 
John  Hart. 
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John  Swift, 
George  Eaglesfield, 
Ebenezer  Kinnersley 
Peter  Eaton, 
Peter  Smith, 
Burgiss  Allison, 
George  Guthrie, 
John  Boozer, 
Joseph  Wright, 


William  Kinnersley, 

George  Eaton, 
Joseph  Bull, 
William  Vanhorne, 
John  Pitman, 
John  Stancliff, 
Charles  Bartolette, 
David  Bateman, 
Charles  E.  Wilson. 


IV.— MULING  ELDERS. 

Messrs.  John  Holme,  John  Vansandt,  and 
William  Marshall  were  the  only  persons  who 
were  chosen  to  act  as  Ruling  Elders. 

V.— DEACONS. 

The  following  persons  have  been  elected  as 
Deacons : 

Samuel  Vaus,  January,  1687. 

Joseph  Ashton,  May,  1688. 

Samuel  Jones  and  Joseph  Wood,  October, 
9,  1699. 

Griffith  Miles,  October  23,  1706. 

John  Hart,  June  16,  1721. 

Daniel  Davies,  December,  1721. 

George  Eaton,  June  17,  1726. 

Alexander  Edwards,  August  2,  1746. 

Crispin  Collett,  May  2,  1747. 

Thomas  Webster,  June  6,  1758. 

James  Dungan,  and  Joseph  Engles,  March 
30, 1775. 

John  Wright,  February  3,  1776. 

Benjamin  Dungan,  March  30,  1782. 

Thomas  Holme,  August  2,  1806. 

Joseph  Wright,  October  1,  1814. 

Thomas  Miles,  1814. 

John  Foster,  April  10,  1817. 

Morgan  Holme  and  Thomas  Scattergood, 
October  10, 1831. 

John  Neville  and  Jacob  W.  Ott,  August 
5,  1839. 

John  Blake  and  Benjamin  M.  Dungan, 
February  5,  1844. 

George  Snyder  and  Shadrach  Miles,  De- 
cember 25,  1849. 

YL— ADDITIONS  TO  THE  CHURCH  BY  BAP- 
TISM; AND  TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP  IN  EACH 
YEAR. 


Tear. 

Bap. 

Total. 

Year. 

Bap. 

Total. 

Year.  Bap. 

rotal. 

1687 

4 

1750 

2 

1822 

10 

193 

1688 

3 

1753 

2 

1823 

5 

192 

1691 

4 

1755 

4 

1824 

3 

191 

1696 

2 

1761 

3 

50 

1825 

2 

188 

1697 

8 

1763 

6 

58 

1826 

2 

140 

1698 

2 

1764 

2 

54 

1827 

5 

143 

1699 

4 

1770 

1 

50 

1828 

8 

1700 

3 

46 

1771 

1 

47 

1829 

4 

1701 

2 

1772 

5 

54 

1830 

9 

1702 

13 

1773 

6 

63 

1831 

52 

1704 

8 

1774 

1 

63 

1832 

28 

176 

Year. 

Bap.  Total. 

Year. 

Bap. 

Total 

Year.  ] 

Bap. 

Total. 

1705 

4 

1776 

5 

69 

1833 

34 

206 

1706 

6 

1778 

4 

73 

1834 

8 

204 

1707 

9 

1781 

2 

58 

1835 

10 

205 

1708 

11 

1782 

3 

59 

1836 

17 

210 

1709 

12 

1783 

5 

64 

1838 

23 

223 

1710 

24 

1784 

4 

67 

1839 

21 

219 

1711 

1 

1785 

4 

69 

1840 

47 

255 

1712 

1 

1788 

2 

69 

1841 

18 

273 

1713 

11 

1789 

1 

68 

1842 

3 

260 

1714 

13  137 

1790 

1 

67 

1843 

42 

302 

1715 

3 

1794 

1 

62 

1844 

2 

299 

1719 

1 

1795 

1 

64 

1845 

281 

1720 

5 

1796 

3 

70 

1846 

9 

278 

1722 

4 

1797 

1 

70 

1847 

254 

1723 

4 

1800 

74 

1848 

4 

240 

1724 

2 

1801 

75 

1849 

2 

235 

1725 

1 

1802 

73 

1850 

90 

321 

1726 

2 

1803 

72 

1851 

16 

325 

1727 

7 

1804 

22 

95 

1852 

305 

1728 

7 

1805 

24 

116 

1853 

5 

299 

1729 

1 

1806 

10 

124 

1854 

4 

296 

1730 

3 

1807 

17 

138 

1855 

283 

1731 

4 

1808 

25 

155 

1856 

13 

277 

1732 

5 

1809 

6 

158 

1857 

267 

1733 

1 

1810 

3 

160 

1858 

78 

341 

1734 

6 

1811 

4 

162 

1859 

8 

352 

1735 

5 

1812 

17 

178 

1860 

3 

340 

1736 

1 

1813 

3 

178 

1861 

9 

339 

1737 

8 

1814 

170 

1862 

1 

316 

1738 

9 

1815 

3 

163 

1863 

311 

1740 

17 

1816 

11 

157 

1864 

1 

295 

1741 

4 

1817 

14 

169 

1865 

262 

1742 

5 

1818 

5 

172 

1866 

2 

220 

1743 

4 

1819 

10 

175 

1S67 

52 

252 

1746 

3 

1820 

1 

174 

1868 

8 

250 

1748 

6 

1821 

11 

183 

VI.— UNPUBLISHED    LETTERS   BY  WIL- 
LIAM  HOOPER.* 
I. 

Baltimore,  February  1,  1777. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

It  was  with  singular  pleasure  that  I  read  your 
two  last  very  friendly  letters,  and  I  had  long 

*  William  Hoopeb  was  one  of  the  Signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  was  a  Delegate  in  Congress 
from  North  Carolina.  He  was  born  at  Boston,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  Jnne,  174-'.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College, 
high  in  rank  and  education  among  his  fellow-students.  He 
studied  law  under  James  Otis;  and  from  his  preceptor  im- 
bibed those  patriotic  sentiments  which  distinguished  him  in 
subsequent  years.  He  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  soon 
attained  eminence  at  the  bar. 

In  1773.  Mr.  Hooper  was  chosen  to  represent  Wilmington 
in  the  General  Assembly ;  and,  in  1774,  he  represented  the 
Countv  of  New  Hanover. 

On  the  twelfth  of  September,  1774,  he  took  his  seat  in 
Congress;  and,  in  April,  1775.  he  was  again  elected  a  Dele- 
gate, to  the  Second  Congress;  and,  on  the  twentieth  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  be  was  chosen  a  third  time. 

But,  in  1777,  he  resigned  his  seat ;  and  on  his  return  to 
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ago  gratefully  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
them,  if  I  had  not  met  an  insuperable  obstacle 
in  a  fever  which  at  this  moment  locks  me  up  in 
my  chamber. 

After  an  illness  of  several  days,  an  impa- 
tience to  be  in  Congress  drew  me  out  on  a  very 
wet  day.  The  consequences  were  what  any  man 
in  his  senses  might  have  expected,  a  Relapse  ; 
and  had  I  not  been  fortunate  in  a  Physician,  I 
perhaps  had  been  measuring  my  length  and 
breadth  under  ground — a  situation  bad  enough 
indeed,  but  bad  as  it  is,  surely  preferable  to  being 
above  it  for  any  term  in  this  worst  of  all  possible 
places.  I  am  now  recovering,  and,  God  willing  ! 
propose  moving  Southward  in  a  few  days.  Nel- 
son by  advice  of  a  Physician  goes  to-morrow. 
He  is  in  a  bad  state  of  health.  Harrison  is  still 
ill,  and  unless  he  is  more  attentive  to  exercise 
and  regimen,  I  fear  the  consequences  will  be 
serious. 

With  one  united  voice  we  ascribe  this  Cata- 
logue of  ills  to  this  place.  I  declare  to  you,  the 
Congress  presents  such  a  scene  of  yellow  death- 
like faces,  that  you  would  imagine  Rhadaman- 
thus  had  shifted  his  quarters,  &  was  holding 
Court  in  Baltimore.  I  believe,  were  it  the  case, 
he  would  soon  be  glad  to  get  back  to  his  friend 
Pluto's  regions. 

I  have  eased  my  Stomach,  when  Fancy  is  ex- 
hausted in  blackness  of  description.  When 
you  are  disposed  to  abuse  my  Carolina,  spare 
every  figure  of  Rhetorick  and  compare  it  to 
Baltimore. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  new  face  which  our 
affairs  have  assumed  in  the  Jersies,  under  every 
difficulty  that  a  Military  genius  could  possibly 
have  to  struggle  with.  General  Washington, 
sometimes  almost  without  an  Army;  at  best 
with  one  composed  of  raw,  undisciplined 
Troops,  impatient  of  Command,  and  vastly 
inferior  in  numbers  to  the  Enemy,  has  been 
able  to  check  a  victorious  Army,  with  every 
thing  that  could  afford  a  probability  of  success, 
thundering  at  the  Gates  of  the  Capital  of  Amer- 
ica, force  them  to  change  their  course,  and  is 
now  pursuing  them  in  turn  to  the  only  spot 
which  they  have  possession  of  in  America. 
Will  posterity  believe  the  tale  ?  When  it  shall 
be  consistent  with  policy  to  give  the  History 
of  that  Man  from  his  first  introduction  into  our 
service,  how  often  America  has  been  rescued 
from  ruin  by  the  mere  strength  of  his  Genius, 


Carolina,  he  exerted  himself  with  new  zeal  in  support  of  the 
revolutionary  cause. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  September,  1786,  he  was  appoint- 
ed by  Congress  one  of  the  Judges  of  a  Federal  Court  to  de- 
termine a  controversy  between  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts, relative  to  a  territory  which  was  claimed  by  each. 

Mr.  Hooper  died  at  Hillsborough,  N.  C,  October,  1790, 
at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight  years,  leaving  a  widow,  two 
sons,  and  a  daughter H.  G.  J. 


Conduct,  and  Courage,  encountering  every  ob- 
stacle that  want  of  money,  men,  arms,  and  am- 
munition could  throw  in  his  way.  An  impar- 
tial world  will  say  with  you  that  he  is  the 
greatest  man  on  earth.  Misfortunes  are  the  ele- 
ments on  which  he  shines.  They  are  the  ground- 
work on  which  his  picture  shows  to  most  ad- 
vantage. He  rises  superior  to  them  all,  they 
serve  as  foils  to  his  fortitude,  and  as  stimulants 
to  bring  into  view  those  great  qualities  which, 
in  the  serenity  of  his  life,  his  great  modesty 
keeps  concealed.  I  could  fill  the  side  in  his 
praise,  but  anything  I  can  say  cannot  equal  his 
merits  or  raise  your  Ideas  of  them. 

I  lament,  my  dear  Sir,  the  very  small  repre- 
sentation which  America  presents  in  Congress. 
The  members  will  soon  be  reduced  to  the  num- 
ber of  22 — how  unequal  to  the  importance  of 
its  Councils  !  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  think 
they  already  savour  of  the  Truth  of  an  observa- 
tion contrasted  to  that  in  Holy  Writ,  "that  in 
"  the  multitude  of  Counsellors  there  is  wisdom." 
Some  of  the  Middle  and  Southern  Colonies  have 
much  to  answer  for  in  their  want  of  representa- 
tion. It  is  a  Crime  however  which  carries  its 
own  punishment  with  it ;  and  if  there  are  two 
Interests  in  America  that  must  necessarily  pre- 
vail which  always  has  its  advocates  on  the  spot 
to  promote  it,  while  the  other  is  deserted  by 
those  whom  every  tie  of  honour,  duty,  and  pub- 
lic virtue  should  lead  to  a  different  conduct,  New 
York,  Delaware  and  Maryland  may  almost  as 
well  desert  the  Cause  as  so  lamely  support  it 
by  this  appearance  in  its  publick  Councils.  I 
haAre  the  next  delegation  of  your  State  much 
at  heart  and  should  be  very  sorry  that  any 
change  should  take  place  to  the  exclusion  of 
Wilson.  He  is  a  character  somewhat  particular, 
but  after  a  long  and  pretty  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  I  am  extremely  deceived  if  pure 
integrity  and  love  to  America,  a  just  and  gener- 
ous attachment  to  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sents, a  strong  natural  capacity  improved  by 
extensive  reading,  a  very  retentive  memory, 
whose  cool  judgment  has  matured  &  digested 
what  he  has  read,  are  not  the  genuine  char- 
acteristicks  of  my  friend  Wilson.  His  removal 
from  Congress  would,  in  my  opinion,  work  an 
essential  political  evil. 

Ross  has,  I  think  acted  unexceptionally — Now 
&  then  he  takes  a  whimsical  turn,  perhaps  a 
wrong  one,  but  to  do  him  justice  he  does  not 
persist  in  it.  He  is  too  much  of  a  character 
not  to  be  eccentric.  He  is  a  sincere  friend  to 
the  Cause,  and  I  think  is  independent  in  his 
Notions.  Pardon  this  on  internal  domestic  po- 
licy. I  have  the  public  good  in  view,  which 
must  prove  my  apology. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  our  success  against 
the  foraging  party,  and  the  more  so  from  Gen- 
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eral  Dickinson's  having  the  Command.  He  has 
laid  up  a  fund  of  Reputation  as  a  patriot  and 
an  Officer,  which  will  be  sufficient  not  only  for 
himself  for  life,  but  upon  which  his  brother, 
the  Farmer,  may  make  draughts  to  repair  that 
that  loss  of  Credit  into  which  a  constitutional 
weakness  of  nerves  has  betrayed  him,  and  in 
which  I  sincerely  believe  his  heart  has  no 
share. 

"What  is  the  policy  of  quartering  soldiers  on 
the  inhabitants  of  your  City  ?  Was  not  this 
one  of  the  Great  Evils  which  the  Bill  of 
Rights  was  intended  to  remedy  in  the  Exec- 
utive powers  of  the  British  Constitution  ?  "Was 
it  not  a  grievance  which  we  loudly  clam- 
oured against  when  subjects  to  G.  B.  I  wish 
it  may  not  lead  to  reflections  injurious  to 
our  Cause,  and  give  disaffected  men  reason  to 
complain  who  have  hitherto  growled  without 
it,  and  have  in  vain  racked  their  inventions  to 
sully  our  glorious  cause,  and  call  forth  the  cen- 
sure of  the  "World  on  those  who  support  it  ?  I 
would  not  wish  wantonly  to  sport  with  mens 
feelings.  There  will  be  a  time,  and  I  hope  it  is 
not  at  a  great  distance  when  the  distinction  of 
Whig  and  Tory  will  be  lost,  &  resolve  itself  into 
the  common  appellation  of  Citizens  of  the  In- 
dependant  States.  All  political  grudges  will  die 
away,  &  harmony  happiness  cement  the  whole. 
I  wish  that  no  wound  may  be  made  among 
ourselves,  that  time  and  common  interest  may 
not  at  last  heal.  In  so  great  a  convulsion,  sac- 
rifices must  be  made,  but  it  has  been  the  policy 
of  every  wise  Legislator  to  found  the  changes  of 
Government  on  lenity  and  forbearance. 

I  have  been  led  to  this  out  of  the  way  specu- 
lation from  having  heard  that  your  Council  of 
Safety  had  barracked  soldiers  upon  your  Citizens, 
&  trusted  the  Execution  of  it  to  Melcher  [?]  I 
know  your  feelings  will  help  me  to  an  excuse 
for  thus  trespassing  again  upon  your  internal 
policy. 

I  wish  some  expedient  could  be  fallen  upon  to 
put  our  money  matters  in  a  proper  train.  The 
demands  upon  us  at  present  are  immense,  & 
must  continue  so.  Like  beginners  in  everything 
else  we  want  oeconomy,  or  rather,  we  want  sys- 
tem. Unless  officers  are  appointed  competent 
to  the  management  of  our  funds,  we  must  be 
ruined.  From  a  false  parsimony  in  saving  hun- 
dreds in  salaries  of  proper  Officers,  we  are 
sporting  away  millions  in  the  want  of  them. 

I  wish  the  Loan  Office  may  succeed  at  4  per 
Cent.  The  Southern  Colonies  will  not  consent 
to  raise  it.  They  consider  the  Eastern  Govern- 
ments in  possession  of  almost  all  the  Continent- 
al Currency,  and  the  rise  to  5  as  only  a  pre- 
lude to  a  higher  demand,  and  that  in  propor- 
tion to  our  necessities. 

But  I  have  already  trespassed  too  far  upon 


your  patience,  &  proved  to  you  perhaps  that  my 
Head  has  had  it's  share  of  my  fever. 

I  will  trouble  you  no  further  than  to  say,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  while  I  am  in 
Carolina,  &  to  assure  you  on  paper  that  which  I 
hoped  to  have  done  in  person  before  I  left  this 
part  of  the  Continent  that  absent  or  present  I 
am  and  shall  ever  remain 

Yours,  with  the  truest  Affection. 

Wm.  Hooper. 


II. 

Cape  Fear,  27  May,  1777. 

Yes,  My  dear  Sir,  Thus  long  &  faithful 
publick  services  are  requited.  Hewes  has  lost 
his  election.  The  charge  against  him  was  too 
futile  to  be  repeated,  except  to  be  despised. 
"  That  he  was  employed  loading  Vessels  for  the 
"  Secret  Committee,  and  receiving  Commissions 
"  as  a  Merchant,  when  he  ought  to  have  been 
"  Congress  as  a  delegate,''  tho',  by  the  by,  an  ex- 
cruciating fit  of  the  rheumatism  incapacitated 

him  for  the and  as  you  well  know,  it 

was  in  obedience  to  the  earnest  requisition  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  by  your  then  representa- 
tion, that  he  was  employed  on  this  very  necessa- 
ry business.  It  was  lucky  that  Hewes  had  not 
begun  his  journey,  or  his  removal  might  have 
been  announced  to  him  on  the  road,  or  in  the 
exercise  of  his  Delegatorial  function  in  Con- 
gress. 

I  wish  our  Assembly  may  be  convinced  of  their 
Error.  I  imagine  that  such  a  Certificate  in  Mr. 
Hewes'  favour  as  you  could  draw,  subscribed  by 
all  the  members  who  served  with  him,  and  know 
his  integrity  and  usefulness,  would  have  an  ef- 
fect, which,  as  his  friend,  I  wish  to  promote. 
Should  this  be  your  opinion,  when  you  have  ef- 
fected it,  forward  it  to  me. 

I  was  again  appointed  a  Delegate,  but  the 
situation  of  my  own  private  affairs,  the  impor- 
tunity of  my  wife  and  little  ones.  &  that  de- 
licacy which  I  felt,  as  a  friend,  did  not  leave  me 
a  moment  in  suspense  whether  I  should  decline 
the  honour  intended  me  ;  and  to  you  who  feel 
the  full  force  of  conjugal  and  paternal  effeetion, 
and  are  all  alive  to  the  wrong  done  your  friends, 
sure  I  am,  I  stand  justified. 

As  it  deprives  me  of  your  Agreeable  society 
and  that  of  others  it  has  its  melancholy  reflexion, 
but  as  it  furnishes  me  with  a  consciousness  o\' 
having  done  my  duty.  I  endeavour  to  suppress 
them,  and  look  forward  to  a  future  opportunity 
when  I  may  be  restored  to  you  without  violat- 
ing the  respect  which  I  owe  to  my  family  and 
connections. 

We  hear  nothing  from  Congress — and  are 
kept  in  profound  ignorance  of  the  state  and 
movements  of  our  Army.     The  people  here  are 
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dissatisfied  with  this  reserve,  and  loudly  speak 
forth  their  complaints.  Our  Tories  are  ever 
ready  to  rouse  or  fan  their  suspicions  ;  and  the 
charitable  construction  they  bestow  upon  your 
secrecy  is  that  you  are  doing  nothing,  or  en- 
gaged about  what  you  dare  not  disclose.  These 
infernal  villains  slily  insinuate  that  the  Con- 
gress' attention  is  chiefly  exercised  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  continue  in  office  or  to  a- 
mass  money,  and  that  they  consider  their  consti- 
tuents only  as  they  as  they  are  to  contribute  to 
support  the  expenses.  That  the  battle  against 
England  is  a  blind,  merely  to  conceal  their  true 
intention.  This  game  has  been  too  long  played 
in  this  State  with  impunity.  We  have  not 
yet  been  fleshed  in  Executions,  but  we  have  now 
a  treason  which  [  ]  may  prevent,  if  it  does 

not  by  Heavens  it  must  punish. 

I  wish  however  the  Journals  of  Congress 
were  published  from  day  to  day,  and  compleat 
copies  diffused  through  the  several  States.  This 
would  calm  the  suspicions  of  the  credulous  and 
ignorant,  and  make  the  mischievous  intentions 
of  our  enemies  prove  abortive. 

The  condition  of  our  Army  should  be  fre- 
quently announced,  although  nothing  material 
may  happen.  Yet  it  will  give  the  lie  to  the  vari- 
ous reports  we  have  of  battles  fought  and  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  the  enemy,  which  are  fur- 
nished us  by  every  travelling  vagrant  or  desert- 
er who  makes  his  way  hither  from  the  North- 
ward. These  gentlemen  who  are  generally 
flying  from  Martial  punishment,  as  deserters,  or 
from  the  Civil  justice  of  the  Country  as  Tories, 
bring  their  prejudices  with  them  ;  and  for  one 
prosperous  event  that  they  ascribe  to  our  Army, 
their  lively  imagination  gives  a  dozen  to  Gen1 
Howe. 

We  have  a  regular  lie  of  the  day,  as  well  as 
our  betters,  and  if  I  had  not  determined  myself 
to  a  state  of  stoic  incredulity,  I  should  break 
my  heart  with  the  reports  of  miscarriages  by 
sea  and  land.  As  a  quondam  brother,  I  pretend 
to  profound  sagacity,  and  pronounce  everything 
a  lie,  tho'  sworn  to  if  it  is  not  in  our  favor.  If 
you  could  know  how  I  thirst  for  a  true  state- 
ment of  our  publick  affairs,  you  would  steal 
some  moments  from  business  to  gratify  me. 

Is  Stockton,  the  delegate  in  Jail  ?  Is  the  Con- 
gress Frigate  taken  ?  Has  General  Washington 
but  7000  men  ? 

We  make  a  blessed  hand  of  recruiting  here, 
of  nine  regiments  we  can  bring  scarce  2000 
men  into  the  field.  The  havock  which  the 
sickness  that  pervaded  the  Southern  States 
last  year  made  amongst  them,  and  that  horrid 
expedition  which  was  undertaken  against  St. 
Augustine,  in  the  most  inclement  season,  thinned 
the  Army  of  some  of  our  best  men,  and  has 
discouraged  others  from  enlisting. 


Every  soldier  has  a  little  sphere  of  influence, 
within  which  he  moves,  and,  as  far  as  it  ex- 
tends, he  disseminates  his  prejudices,  and  paints 
his  wrongs  and  his  sufferings.  His  friends  have 
theirs,  and  thus  a  disgust  to  the  service  is  pro- 
moted, and  now  almost  universally  diffused 
through  this  State.  The  impolicy  of  high 
bounties,  given  by  our  neighbours,  has  driven 
us  to  the  imitation  of  them.  This  has  served 
no  purpose  but  to  depreciate  our  money,  and 
raise  the  ideal  of  importance  of  these  who  are 
fit  for  soldiers.  I  thought  long  ago  that  patriot- 
ism in  the  ranks  of  our  Army  was  mere  cant,  but 
am  now  sorry  to  find  that  the  absence  of  it,  has 
not  been  supplied  by  its  usual  successor,  Avar- 
ice. It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  depreciation 
of  money  occasions  this  backwardness.  It  is 
a  fact  that  we  depreciate  money  by  extravagant 
bounties,  and  increase  the  evil  by  attempts  to 
remedy  it.  The  Mines  of  Potosi  are  not  equal 
to  our  present  mode  of  conducting  the  war,  and 
the  weakest  minds  amongst  us  begin  to  reason 
upon  the  possibility  of  our  not  making  good 
our  engagements.  To  the  enormous  bounty 
given  by  the  Continent,  this  State  has  added  10 
dollars,  and  150  acres  of  Land.  We  have  been 
driven  to  it  by  the  practice  of  other  States. 
Those  who  first  set  the  example  have  much  to* 
atone  for. 

The  Merlin  and  Bruin  Men  of  War  came  over 
Cape  Fear  Bar  the  other  day,  and  burnt  several 
outward  bound  vessels.  We  are  totally  de- 
fenceless here  from  the  want  of  a  few  great 
guns  and  a  small  fort,  and  shall  furnish  a  glori- 
ous harbor  for  the  enemy,  to  refresh  themselves 
and  annoy  the  Southern  States.  Do  exchange  a 
little  conversation  with  Mr.  Hamit  [?]  on  this 
subject.  He  is  a  judicious  man  and  a  sensible 
agreeable  companion.  He  has  acquired  a  for- 
tune, and  is  somewhat  conversant  with  trade. 
He  will  be  useful  to  some  of  your  Mercantile 
Committee.  I  beg  your  notice  of  him.  He  has 
a  high  opinion  of  our  friend  S.  Adams,  and  my 
countrymen  in  general  having  been  formerly  ac- 
quainted in  Boston. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  quietly  settled  with 
your  family  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  Mrs.  Mor- 
ris will  not  again  have  to  expose  herself  and 
little  ones  to  the  fatigues  of  a  flight.  I  sincerely 
felt  for  them  the  inconveniences  which  they 
suffered,  and  your  anxiety  from  the  separation.. 

I  beg  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  your 
Lady,  and  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  Great  respect 
Your  friend  &  most  obedient  servt, 

William  Hooper. 

This  is  the  27  of  May,  and  at  Cape  Fear  in 
the  latitude  of  34.  I  am  now  writing  before  a 
large  fire.  Such  a  season  was  never  known  here. 
I  dread  the  effects  it  will  have  on  our  crops. 

To  Robert  Morris,  Esq. 
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Vn.— ORIGINAL  DEED  OF  THE  NEWPORT 
(R.  I.)  "  LIBERTY  TREE.  " 

To  all  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come, 

Greeting  :  I,  William  Read,  of  Newport, 
in  the  County  of  Newport,  in  the  English 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, in  New  England,  in  America,  merchant, 
for  and  consideration  of  the  love  of  my  country 
and  an  ardent  desire  to  perpetuate  to  the  latest 
posterity  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  handed 
down  by  my  glorious  Ancestors,  and  also  for 
the  further  consideration  of  five  shillings,  Law- 
ful money,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Wm.  El- 
lery,  John  Collins,  Robert  Crook,  and  Samuel 
Fowler,  merchants,  and  all  of  said  Newport, 
the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge, 
that  this  Deed  may  be  held  good  and  sufficient 
in  all  constructions  of  Law,  have  given,  grant- 
ed, sold,  and  conveyed,  and  do  hereby  give, 
grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  to  them,  the 
said  William  Ellery,  John  Collins,  Robert 
Crook,  and  Samuel  Fowler,  and  to  such  other 
person  or  persons  as  shall  or  may  be  chosen 
by  the  Survivors  of  them,  upon  the  decease  of 
either  of  them,  forever,  in  such  succession,  a 
certain  large  Button  Wood  Tree,  standing  at 
the  North  End  of  Thames-street,  in  Newport, 
aforesaid,  and  at  the  North  End  of  my  lot  of 
Land  there,  being  with  the  Land  on  which  it 
stands,  bounded  as  follows :  Easterly,  on  Fare- 
well-street, about  twenty-six  feet ;  Southerly  by 
my  said  Lot  of  Land,  about  eleven  feet ;  and 
Westerly  on  Thames-street,  making  a  Point  to 
the  North,  being  in  the  form  of  a  Triangle,  with 
the  Appurtenances — To  have  and  to  hold  the 
same  to  them,  the  said  William  Ellery,  John 
Collins,  Rob't  Crook,  and  Samuel  Fowler,  and 
their  successors  as  aforesaid,  to  and  for  the 
uses,  intents  and  designs  as  following,  viz :  That 
the  said  Tree,  forever  hereafter  be  known  by 
the  name  of  TREE  OF  LIBERTY,  and  be  sett 
apart  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  Sons  of  Liber- 
ty, and  that  the  same  stand  as  a  Monument  of 
the  spirited  and  noble  opposition  made  to  the 
Stamp  Act,  in  the  year  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five,  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty  in 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent of  North  America,  and  be  considered  as 
Emblematical  of  Public  Liberty ;  of  her  taking 
deep  root  in  English  America ;  of  her  strength 
and  spreading  protection  by  her  benign  in- 
fluence, refreshing  her  sons  in  all  their  just  strug- 
gles against  the  attempt  of  Tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion; and  furthermore,  the  said  Tkee  op  Lib- 
erty is  destined  and  set  apart  for  exposing  to 
Public  Ignominy  and  Reproach  all  offenders 
against  the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  and 
Abettors  and  Approvers  of  such  as  would  en- 


slave her ;  and  that  the  same  may  be  repaired 
to  upon  all  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  Rescue 
and  deliverance  of  Liberty  from  any  danger  she 
may  have  been  in  of  being  subverted  and  ov- 
erthrown. And  furthermore,  that  the  said  Tree 
of  Liberty  stand  as  a  memorial  of  the  firm  and 
unshaken  Loyalty  of  the  American  Sons  of  Lib- 
erty to  his  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  and 
of  their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  happy 
Establishment  of  the  Protestant  succession  in  the 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover;  and,  in  general, 
said  Tree  is  hereby  conveyed  to  and  set  apart 
for  such  other  uses  as  they,  the  true-born  Sons  of 
Liberty  shall,  trom  time  to  time,  from  age  to 
age,  and  in  all  times  and  ages,  forever  hereafter, 
apprehend,  judge  and  resolve  may  subserve  the 
glorious  cause  of  Publick  Liberty.  And  I,  the 
said  Wm.  Read,  do  hereby  covenant  to  and  with 
the  said  Wm.  Ellery,  John  Collins,  Robert 
Crook,  and  Samuel  Fowler,  and  their  succes- 
sors as  aforesaid,  that  I  am  the  true  and  law- 
ful owner  of  said  bargained  premises  ;  that  I 
have  good  authority  and  lull  power  to  dispose, 
grant,  sell,  and  convey  the  same  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  I  will  warrant  and  defend  the  same  to  them, 
the  said  Wm.  Ellery,  John  Collins,  Robert  Crook, 
and  Samuel  Fowler,  and  their  successors  as  afore- 
said, against  the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of 
all  persons  forever  hereafter. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Wm.  Read* 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  four- 
teenth day  of  April,  in  the  Sixth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,  George  the  Third,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  Annoqui  Domini,  One  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

William  Read. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 

in  presence  of  us  : 
Jsseph  G.  Wanton,        Gideon  Wanton,  Jr., 
Jacob  Richardson,       Benjamin  Hall, 
Henry  Marchant,        Benjamin  Ellery, 
Samuel  Henshaw,         David  Anthony, 
Ebenz'r  Davenport,     William  Merriss,. 
Rob't  Hull,  Paul  Coffin, 

PniLip  Peckham,  John  Barker, 

Lewis  Buloid,  John  Stanton, 

Jonathan  Davenport,  John  Read, 
Al.  A.  Scott,  Dan'l  Denham,  Jr., 

Charles  Cozzens,  Timo.  Balch, 

Constant  Bailey,  Chris'r  Townsend,  Jr, 

Rob't  Tay'r  Sherman,  Joshua  Sayer,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Child,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
Henry  Ward,  Samuel  Weeden. 

Colony  of  Rhode  Island.  &C. 
Newport,  April  14,  1766. 

Personally  appeared  Capt.  William  Head,  and 
acknowledged  the  foregoing  Instrument  to  be 
his  voluntary  Act  and  Deed. 

Before  Henry  Ward.  Just.  Pour. 
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[last  conveyance  of  the  deed  of  liberty 

TREE.] 

I,  John  F.  Townsencl,  of  the  Town  and  County 
of  Newport,  and  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  sur- 
viving Grantee  to  the  last  Deed  of  Liberty  Tree 
and  the  Land  there  in  described,  do  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  with  which  I  am  by  the  said 
Deed  invested,  choose  and  appoint  William  A. 
Clarke,  William  Gardner,  and  George  W.  El- 
lery,  all  of  said  Newport,  as  Trustees  of  the  said 
Tree  and  Land,  in  the  Room  and  place  of  Wil- 
liam Ellery,  Samuel  Fowler  Gardner,  and  Benja- 
min Hazard,  deceased. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

John  F.  Townsend. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence 
of  us: 

Benjamin  Ellery, 

Isaac  S.  Fowler, 

Peleg  Clarke. 

We  accept  of  the  above  appointment : 

Geo.  W.  Ellery, 
W.  A.  Clarke, 
Wm.  Gardner. 
Received  into  my  office  for  recording,  New- 
port, February  23d,  1850,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M., 
and  recorded  in  28th  Vol.  Land  Evidence,  New- 
port, page  130,  by 

B.  B.  Howland,  Town  Clerk. 
As  the  present  Board  of  Trustees  of  Liberty 
Tree  have  it  in  contemplation,  on  account  of  its 
blighted  and  decaying  state,  to  cut  down  and 
remove  it,  and  to  plant  out  another  in  its  place, 
they  thought  proper  to  publish  above  the  Orig- 
inal Deed  of  Trust,  and  their  own  appointment 
as  Trustees,  in  evidence  of  their  right  so  to  do. 
John  F.  Townsend, 
Gro.  W.  Eleery. 
W.  A.  Clarke, 
Wm.  Gardner. 
Newport,  Dec.  7th,  1850. 


VIII.— A  REVOLUTIONARY  SERMON. 
By  Rev.  David  Jones,  M.  A. 

[The  following  Sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Jones,  sometime  during  the  Revolutionary  War ;  but  there 
is  nothing  in  the  MS.  to  fix  the  date.  Mr.  Jones  subsequent- 
ly became  a  Chaplain  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  War.  He  was  afterwards  Chaplain  to 
General  Wayne's  "  Legion  of  the  United  States,"  during 
the  Indian  War  in  Ohio ;  and  when  the  last  War  with  Eng- 
land occurred,  he  sought  for  and  obtained  the  position  of 
Chaplain,  although  he  was  then  seventy-six  years  of  age. 
He  died  on  the  fifth  of  February,  1820,  in  the  eighty-fourth 
year  of  his  age ;  and  his  remains  are  interred  in  the  Ceme- 
tery of  the  Great  Valley  Baptist  Church,  Chester-county, 
Pennsylvania.— H.  G.  J.] 


[Sermon.] 

"  And  all  the  People  arose  as  one  man,  saying, 
"  we  will  not  any  of  us  go  to  his  Tent,  neither 
"  will  we  any  of  lis  turn  into  his  house  ;  out  now 
"  this  shall  be  the  thing  which  we  will  do  to  Gib- 
"  eah,  we  will  go  up  by  lot  against  it"  Judges, 
xx.  8,  9. 

The  great  Apostle  informs  us  that,  "  whatso- 
"  ever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were  writ- 
"  ten  for  our  learning,"  so  that  some  account  is 
to  be  made  of  every  part  of  Sacred  History. 
Since  I  received  the  request  of  this  respected 
Battalion  to  serve  you  on  this  publick  occasion, 
nothing  has  occurred  to  my  mind  better  adapted 
to  our  condition,  than  the  story  of  the  Civil 
War  which  commenced  among  the  Tribes  of 
Israel.  Here  we  find  men  descended  from  one 
common  Parent,  men  possessing  one  land,  men 
under  the  same  laws  and  religion,  yet  at  last 
engaged  in  bloody  Battles.  Such  is  the  perni- 
cious nature  of  sin  that  God  will  surely  visit  a 
dissolute  People  at  last,  tho'  he  bears  long  with 
their  manners.  The  Tribe  of  Benjamin  had  de- 
scended a  degree  beneath  brutes  in  vileness, 
their  atrocious  crimes  cried  to  Heaven  for  ven- 
geance, and  Providence  orders  an  event  that 
should  begin  the  quarrel.  A  Levite  lodging  in 
Gibeah  received  intolerable  abuse  by  the  death 
of  his  wife ;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
perpetrated  exceeded  any  crime  before  heard  of 
in  Israel.  Yet,  as  it  respected  only  a  few,  one 
might  have  expected  that  matters  might  have 
been  accommodated  without  such  effusion  of 
blood;  but  when  God  in  judgment  designs  to 
visit  a  vicious  People,  the  things  that  belong  to 
their  peace,  are  always  hid  from  their  eyes.  The 
injured  Levite  being  fully  persuaded  that  every 
mode  in  his  power  to  obtain  justice  would  be 
impracticable,  applies  himself  for  justice  to  all 
the  Tribes  of  Israel.  They  view  themselves 
bound  both  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  revela- 
tion to  interest  themselves  in  the  cause  and  fi- 
nally to  prosecute  every  mode  to  bring  such 
flagitious  offenders  to  condign  punishment. 
Therefore  the  whole  Congregation,  from  Dan 
even  to  Beersheba,  assembled  at  Mizpeh  to  con- 
sult on  the  important  occasion  ;  and  their  con- 
sultation we  have  in  the  words  of  the  Text. 
From  this  part  of  Sacred  History,  we  may  very 
naturally  deduce  the  following  propositions,  viz.: 

I.  That  it  has  been  the  duty  of  People  in 
ages  past  in  order  to  obtain  Justice,  to  take  up 
arms  even  against  such  as  were  nearly  allied  by 
blood  and  interest.  This  was  the  case  with  the 
Tribes  of  Israel  in  the  present  dispute  with 
Benjamin. 

II.  That  when  a  People  are  thus  called  to 
arms,  they  should  unite  together  as  one  man. 
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Thus  it  was  in  our  Text :  "  and  all  the  People 
arose  as  one  man.'''' 

III.  That  a  People  so  engaged  ought  to  be 
firmly  and  resolutely  determined  never  to  desert 
the.  cause  'till  Justice  is  obtained.  This  was 
the  united  resolve  of  Israel :  "  We  will  not  any  of 
"  us  go  to  his  Tent,  neither  will  we  any  of  us  turn 
"into  his  house;  out  now  this  shall  he  the  thing, 
"  which  we  will  do  to  Giheah,  we  will  go  up  oy  lot 
"  against  it." 

Many  things  which  might  be  said  on  this 
subject  are  anticipated  in  a  Discourse  already 
in  print,  preached  on  the  Continental  Fast  Day, 
to  which  I  would  refer  you  for  arguments  to 
demonstrate  the  dnlessness  and  justness  of  War 
in  extreme  cases. 

To  discuss  the  present  propositions,  the  meth- 
od proposed  shall  be, 

1.  10  show  when  it  is  the  duty  of  a  People 
to  forget  and  be  deaf  to  the  influence  of  natural 
ties  and  take  up  arms  against  an  Enemy,  tho' 
nearly  connected  by  blood  and  interest. 

2.  Assign  some  reasons  why  such  a  People 
should  be  united  as  one  man  in  defense  of  Jus- 
tice. 

3.  And  lastly,  prove  that  a  People  thus  en- 
gaged, ought  to  be  firmly  and  resolutely  deter- 
mined never  to  desert  the  cause  'till  Justice  is 
obtained. 

Curiosity,perhaps,may  have  brought  some  hith- 
er and  others  may  have  more  religious  motives  to 
assemble  at  this  time  ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to 
let  you  know  that  I  judge  it  not  meet  to  blend 
State  affairs  and  religion  together,  for  every- 
thing is  beautiful  in  its  season,  and  things  dis- 
tinct in  nature  ought  to  be  preserved  so  in  time. 

The  way  of  Salvation,  the  things  which  are 
purely  spiritual,  the  religious  exercises  of  a  yet 
gracious  soul,  tho'  the  most  pleasing  themes,  are 
not  the  subjects  demanding  our  present  atten- 
tion. We  are  now  united  in  defence  of  our 
Liberty  and  Country,  as  men,  resolved  to  main- 
tain our  cause  against  the  unrighteous  claims  of 
Great  Britain,  tho'  she  is  nearly  allied  by  blood 
and  interest ;  nor  would  we  stand  in  a  cause,  if 
it  was  not  clear  both  from  reason  and  revela- 
tion. But  as  this  is  a  point  now  little  disputed, 
I  would  therefore, 

I.  Show  when  it  is  the  duty  of  a  people  to 
be  deaf  to  the  influence  of  natural  ties  and  take 
up  arms  against  an  enemy,  tho'  nearly  connected 
by  blood  and  interest. 

1.  It  must  be  confessed  that  War  of  any  kind 
is  to  be  esteemed  in  itself  a  very  great  calamity. 
Every  method  should  be  prosecuted  to  prevent 
it,  and  above  all,  a  Civil  War,  if  possible,  ought 
to  be  avoided ;  but  when  great  injuries  are  re- 
ceived, when  repeated  offences  are  given,  then 
we  are  to  become  deaf  to  the  Power  of  natural 
connections    and   appear    in  defence    of    Jus- 


tice. This  was  the  case  with  the  Tribes  of 
Israel.  A  Levite's  wife  was  murdered  in  the 
most  savage  manner.  Tidings  came  to  all  Is- 
rael, of  this  great  wickedness  wrought  in  the 
land.  No  doubt  but  their  consciences  were  as 
binding  on  them  to  arm  themselves  on  this  oc- 
casion, as  they  can  possibly  be  against  it  in  any 
among  us.  In  the  Mosaick  law,  there  are  some 
Cases  of  the  natural  connection  wherein  a  father 
was  deaf  to  the  influence  of  an  obstinate  son  ; 
therefore  he  was  to  bring  his  rebellious  son  be- 
fore the  Elders  &  witness  against  him  that 
he  would  not  obey  his  voice ;  he  was  both  a 
glutton  &  a  drunkard  (Deut.  xxi,  20,  21)  & 
you  know  the  Elders  were  to  stone  him  to  death. 
We  see  when  the  provocations  are  great,  when 
the  injuries  are  intolerable,  the  love  of  Justice 
is  to  bear  the  sway  against  all  connections. 

And  now  to  attend  to  our  own  case.  The  in- 
juries sustained  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England,  the  provocations  we  have 
received  by  their  hostile  invasion  of  our  land, 
are  so  very  well  known,  that  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  repeat  them,  especially  as  these  have 
been  principally  considered  in  another  Dis- 
course ;  *  yet  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  bring  to 
mind  a  few  particulars  of  our  grievances. 

According  to  history,  America  at  first  was  set- 
tled by  persons  wearied  of  oppression  in  Great 
Britain.  They  sought  a  retreat  in  the  wilds  of 
a  heathen  land,  esteeming  it  better  to  live  near 
Savages  than  Tyrants.  The  Kings  of  England 
being  sometimes  cloyed  a  little  witli  the  blood 
of  Persecution,  favoured  these  adventurers  with 
Compacts  or  Charters.  Here  our  forefathers 
thought  themselves  safe;  but  we  see  to  our  sor- 
row in  our  days,  these  solemn  agreements  are 
dispensed  with  at  Pleasure.  To  enforce  cruel, 
unjust,  and  unconstitutional  acts,  armies  are  sent 
against  us  to  destroy  at  pleasure.  Boston  made 
no  resistance  to  the  admission  of  ihe  Troops, 
not  supposing  that  Britain  was  capable  of  so 
much  Barbarity  as  experience  has  taught  them 
since.  Many  are  kept  as  prisoners  in  that  City, 
and  none  can  come  out  without  being  robbed. 
No  regard  is  paid  to  private  property.  Ships 
are  seized,  cattle  and  provisions  are  taken  by 
violence.  In  short,  my  countrymen,  such  are 
the  grievances  that  no  flesh  can  bear  it,  if  pos- 
sessed of  spirit  or  virtue. 

When  this  is  the  case,  we  see  our  duty  is  to- 
be  deaf  to  our  former  connections,  and  gird  on 
our  arms  against  an  enemy  so  unjustly  engnged 


*  The  Disconrse  referred  to  was  preached  bv  Mr.  Jones  in 
the  Fall  or  Winter  of  1775,  before  Colonel  T)ewees' Kegi- 
ment,  in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Great  Valley.  Chester-coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  It  was  entitled  Defensive  War  in  a 
Just  Cause  Sinless.  In  it  Mr.  Jones  took  high  ground  in 
favor  of  Independence,  at  a  time  when  that  was~dreamed 
of  by  only  a  few.  The  Sermon  was  printed,  and  extensively- 
circulated,  and  did  great  good. 
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against  us.  We  shall  leave  the  event  to  God. 
"We  believe  our  cause  is  good. 

2.  When  a  people  have  used  every  reasonable 
means  to  accommodate  matters,  and  all  attempts 
prove  abortive,  it  is  then  their  duty  to  be  deaf 
to  the  ties,  of  blood  or  other  connections,  and 
seek  tor  justice  in  the  only  mode  by  which  it 
can  be  obtained.  In  this  point  we  have  for  our 
example  the  conduct  of  the  Tribes  of  Israel. 
Even  after  they  were  at  the  great  expence  of 
assembling  the  whole  Congregation  at  Mizpeh, 
they  sent  men  through  all  the  Tribe  of  Benja- 
min, making  the  reasonable  request  to  deliver 
up  the  sons  of  Beliel  which  were  in  Gibeah, 
that  they  might  be  put  to  death  ;  but  to  no  pur- 
pose, for  "  the  children  of  Benjamin  would  not 
"  hearken  to  the  voice  of  their  Brethren  the 
"  children  of  Israel."  When  they  had  thus  es- 
sayed to  accommodate  matters  by  requesting 
the  life  of  the  guilty  Murderers  and  were  re- 
pulsed, then  they  esteemed  all  their  abettors 
equally  criminal,  for  their  delendingthe  villians 
made  the  cause  their  own.  In  this  Point  we 
have  carefully  copied  after  the  example  of  Is- 
rael •  we  have  tried  every  mode  of  reconcilia- 
tion, &  hitherto  with  the  same  success  of 
Israel,  for  the  Children  of  Britain  will  not  hear- 
ken to  the  voice  of  their  Brethren,  the  Chil- 
dren of  America,  but  call  the  injuries  "  pre- 
"  tended  grievances."  No  doubt  last  Fall  our 
Congress  thought  the  measures  consulted,  if 
duly  pursued,  would  be  attended  with  salutary 
effects,  but,  by  experience,  we  are  taught  the  re- 
verse, for  our  antagonists  resolve  on  every  meas- 
ure to  enforce  their  iniquitous  laws.  What 
could  be  done  now  ?  Petition  after  Petition  has 
been  made  in  vain.  We  then  resolved  not  to 
trade  with  them  till  our  grievances  are  removed. 
They  resolve  that  we  shall  trade  with  none  else, 
and  carefully  strive  to  prevent  every  State  from 
tradin"-  with  us  in  such  articles  as  our  present 
circumstances  require.  Now  even  when  blood 
has  been  already  shed,  we  still  continue  our 
suit  for  an  honorable  reconciliation,  but  we 
have  no  reason,  from  any  former  Conduct,  to 
think  that  we  shall  be  heard.  Is  not  our  News 
constantly  filled  with  fresh  accounts  of  large  re- 
inforcements getting  ready  to  sail  against  us  ? 
Tho'  we  may  fight  with  our  blood  relations,  the 
present  case  is  such  that  we  must  be  deaf  to  the 
influence  of  such  connections  and  unite  in  the 
common  cause  of  our  own  defence,  which  brings 
us  to  the  second  thing  proposed  which  was, 

II.  To  assign  some  reasons  why  such  a  People 
should  be  united  as  one  man  in  defence  of  Justice. 

The  reasons  are  many  and  very  important. 

1.  Unity  is  the  great  means  of  strength.  The 
Scriptures  inform  us  that  a  threefold  cord  is  not 
easily  broken.  Josephus  thinks  that  Jerusa- 
lem conld  never  have  been  taken  had  not  di- 


visions taken  place.  Unity  gives  strength  many 
ways,  not  only  from  the  consideration  of  num- 
bers, but  when  some  desert  or  will  not  appear  in 
the  good  cause,  it  tends  to  dishearten  others, 
&  the  business  tailing  on  a  few,  it  makes  their 
struggle  very  hard  &  attended  with  innumer- 
able disadvantages.  In  building  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  the  work  went  on  rapidly  because  all 
were  intent  on  their  business.  We  are  taught 
in  Scrijiture  that  a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.  This  must  be  the  case  if  dissen- 
sions were  to  take  place  among  us.  We  should 
soon  fall  victims  to  our  enemies'  rage. 

2.  Unity  always  strikes  Terror  in  our  enemies. 
We  have  reason,  good  reason,  to  believe  that 
matters  would  never  have  been  in  their  present 
state,  had  it  not  been  for  the  representation 
given  by  some  dissatisfied  persons,  that  many  of 
us  would  join  the  Ministerial  Army  on  their  ar- 
rival ;  therefore  all  the  blood  which  is  or  shall 
be  shed  in  the  present  Dispute,  lies  at  the  door 
of  such  imprudent  or  wicked  persons.  Were 
Administration  fully  persuaded  that  we  are 
resolved  to  live  or  die  as  one  man,  matters  would 
be  soon  accommodated ;  but  still  they  hope  to 
divide  us  &  therefore  persevere  in  their  barba- 
rous Measures.  They  dreaded  our  unity,  &  there- 
fore strove  to  divide  the  Colonies  by  pretended 
favours  to  any  that  would  comply  with  their 
measures ;  but  our  Colonies  are  not  to  be  thus  de- 
ceived. They  had  virtue  enough  to  disregard 
the  injurious  proposal,  resolving  to  live  or  die  to- 
gether. Nor  are  we  to  suppose  their  Schemes  are 
at  an  end.  Endeavours  will  be  made,  no  doubt, 
either  by  seeming  favours  or  terrible  threats  to 
divide  us,  but  Ave  hope  that  our  God  will  give 
us  virtue  enough  to  withstand  all  their  devices. 

3.  Another  reason  why  we  should  be  united 
as  one  man  is,  we  are  all  interested  in  the  cause. 
Every  man  ought  to  consider  himself  so  con- 
nected that  his  happiness  stands  or  falls  with 
the  present  Dispute.  We  are  not  fighting  to 
gratify  the  pride  or  ambition  of  tyrannical  Task- 
masters. No ;  every  man  is  fighting  for  his  own 
Liberty  &  Property ;  and  surely  it  is  an  un- 
generous conduct  for  any  to  prosecute  their 
worldly  business,  &  perhaps  reproach  the  very 
men  who  are  nobly  defending  their  rights. 
This,  my  Countrymen,  I  confess,  is  very  provok- 
ing &  yet  I  hope  that  patience  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  bear  it  &  pay  a  due  regard  to  that 
Text  which  says,  "  Be  not  overcome  with  evil, 
"  but  overcome  evil  with  good."  If  we  con- 
sider the  Cause  in  this  point  of  view,  we  may 
be  fully  persuaded  that  unity  will  more  and 
more  prevail  throughout  all  the  Colonies. 

4.  Another  argument  to  unite  us  as  one  man 
may  be  taken  from  the  consequences  of  Discord. 
Divide.  &  destroy  is  a  good  maxim  in  State 
policy.     The  ScrijDture  informs  us  that  a  house 
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'divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.  We  have 
reason  to  fear,  if  Discord  takes  place,  that  after 
our  best  opposition,  the  Colonies  will  finally  in 
part  be  subdued.  The  marine  Coasts  will  be 
oblidged  to  submit  to  the  arbitrary  measures  of 
their  enemies.  Governments  will  be  changed 
&  modified  agreeably  to  the  tyrannical  pleasure 
of  Despots.  It  was  a  remark  of  one  of  the 
wisest  kings  that  ever  the  world  knew,  that  "  a 
"  prudent  man  foreseeth  the  evil  &  hideth 
"  himself;  but  the  simple  pass  on  and  are  pun- 
4(  ished."  The  evil  that  is  before  us,  every  pru- 
dent man  must  forsee;  for  were  we  to  submit  at 
pleasure,  the  Consequence  will  be  to  keep  a 
standing  Army,  not  to  defend  us  but  to  keep  us 
in  Slavery.  If  we  are  overcome,  the  case  will 
be  the  same.  An  army  we  shall  have,  ready 
with  violence  to  enforce  any  barbarous  measure 
on  pain  of  Death ;  so  that  matters  are  in  such  a 
condition  now  that  we  have  no  other  redress, 
but  under  God  to  unite  as  one  man  in  defence 
•of  all  that  is  near  &  dear  to  us  as  men  born 
free  and  who  mean  to  die  so. 

Some  may  flatter  themselves  with  hopes  of 
milder  measures,  but  such  justly  merit  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  simple  that  pass  on  and  are 
punished.  Some  there  are  among  us,  who  tell 
tis  that  their  conscience  will  not  allow  them  to 
pay  a  Provincial  Tax,  which  is  levied  only  to 
support  defensive  War.  What  will  they  do  when 
their  Tax  shall  be  to  support  soldiers  only  to 
keep  them  in  Slavery  ?  "  The  simple  pass  on 
"  and  are  punished."  Let  these  now  consider 
what  they  do  &  say  before  it  is  too  late ;  for 
If  we  come  under  arbitrary  government,  no  re- 
gard will  be  paid  to  conscience.  We  may  be  so 
unhapjiy  as  to  see  these  yet  lamenting  their  ob- 
stinacy &  folly  when  it  is  too  late.  Let  us 
now  therefore,  unite  as  one  man  in  defence  of 
-ourselves,  our  liberties,  &  our  properties.  Let 
no  religious  distinction  sway  us.  Let  former 
injuries  be  forgotten,  &  let  us  appear  as  one 
man  in  the  glorious  Cause  of  Liberty. 

III.  The  third  &  last  particular  was  to  prove 
that  a  people  thus  engaged,  ought  to  be  firmly 
•&  resolutely  determined  never  to  desert  the 
Cause  'till  justice  is  obtained. 

1.  No  great  deeds  can  be  accomplished  with- 
out a  firm  perseverance  in  all  proper  means ;  nor 
Is  an  undertaking  of  great  importance  and 
which  requires  great  resolution,  on  many  ac- 
counts. There  are  many  calamities  attending  it, 
and  if  we  were  not  firmly  and  resolutely  deter- 
mined never  to  desert  the  Cause  till  justice  is  ob- 
tained, we  should  be  discouraged.  When  we  go 
forth  in  War,  we  should  first  consider  the  calam- 
ities attending  it,  that  we  may  never  desert  the 
Cause. 

One  of  the  evils  attending  War  is,  loss  of  Es- 
tate, especially  in  such  circumstances  as  the  pres- 


ent. What  great  expense,  in  loss  of  time  or  oth- 
erwise, have  many  gentlemen  already  sustained  '. 
We  must  expect  the  expenses  to  be  great ;  our 
Taxes  for  a  time  must  be  heavy ;  but  we  still 
have  this  hope  that  time  will  diminish  them — 
a  hope  which  could  not  be  indulged  in  Slavery. 
We  shall  by  &  by  repent,  if  we  are  not  de- 
termined never  to  desert  the  Cause  till  justice  is 
obtained, 

2.  Another  great  calamity/"attending  War  is. 
the  great  slaughter  of  men.-#,The  Prophet  says, 
"  every  battle  of  the  w^arrior  is  with  confused 
"  noise  and  garments  rolled  in  blood."  Tho' 
our  cause  is  just,  yet  great  slaughter  may  be 
made  before  a  victory  is  obtained  or  the  contest 
otherwise  decided.  This  was  the  case  with  Is- 
rael in  their  very  first  battle,  when  twenty-two 
thousand  were  slain.  This  was  enough  to  cause 
them  to  return,  were  they  not  resolute  in  their 
dispute.  But  even  the  next  battle  was  with  the 
loss  of  eighteen  thousand ;  yet  they  continued 
&  gained  a  complete  victory  in  their  third  en- 
gagement. This  it  is  not  more  probable  may 
be  the  case  with  us.  We  have  indeed  proved, 
successful  hitherto  ;  but  we  must  remember  that 
our  antagonists  are  only  preparing  for  War.  We 
may  expect  much  more  bloody  battles  than  any 
which  have  been  fought,  if  matters  are  not  soon 
accommodated.  If  this  should  be  the  case, 
men  that  are  firmly  &  resolutely  engaged,  are 
in  a  great  measure  invincible.  This  was  the 
case  with  the  ancient  Britons.  They  never 
could,  by  force  of  arms,  be  entirely  conquered  by 
the  Saxon  Kings.  They  fouud  it  necessary  to 
retreat  to  the  more  inaccessible  parts  of  the  Is- 
land called  Wales,  esteeming  it  better  there  to 
live  free,  than  to  possess  the  best  part  of  the  Is- 
land, in  Slavery.  We  are  better  situated,  for 
were  we  at  last  oblidged  to  retreat,  our  retreat 
would  be  an  advantage.  We  should  make  a 
happy  change  in  moving  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio — 
a  land  equal  to  any  on  the  globe  for  fertility,  & 
only  wanting  a  brave  people  to  enjoy  the  bounty 
of  creation.  But  at  present  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  retain  our  land,  and  therefore  we  should 
make  a  firm  and  resolute  opposition. 

3.  Firmness  to  persevere  in  the  good  Cause 
will  be  an  evidence  that  we  fight  from  Princi- 
ple, but  if  we  desert  the  Cause,  it  would  argue 
that  we  were  not  men  of  conscience  but  were  ac- 
tuated by  passions  or  other  motives  which  were 
bad.  Let  us  therefore  never  desert  the  Cause 
but  stand  firm  even  unto  Death.  If  this  should 
be  the  case,  we  die  in  a  good  cause,  &  no  good 
man  can  have  any  pleasure  with  the  prospect  of 
out  living  the  liberty  of  his  country. 

4.  Lastly,  another"  argument  why  we  should 
be  determined  never  to  desert  the  Cause  is,  tho' 
wre  may  meet  with  repulses,  we  know  not  how 
soon  God  may  appear  for  us  &  give  success  to 
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our  noble  Struggle  for  that  Liberty  which  is 
His  own  gift  unto  us.  The  tribes  of  Israel  met 
with  defeats,  multitudes  were  slain;  but  this 
might  be  to  prevent  them  from  ascribing  victory 
to  themselves  &  to  place  their  dependence  on 
God.  In  their  third  engagement  a  final  victory 
is  obtained.  By  their  example,  we  see  men 
should  be  firmly  &  resolutely  determined  never 
to  desert  the  good  Cause,  for  God  will  give  suc- 
cess in  His  own  time.  We  see  also  that  in  War 
it  is  right  to  take  all  advantages.  Israel  fixes 
some  in  ambush  &  used  a  stratagem  to  draw 
Benjamin  from  their  town.  This  was  effected, 
&  when  the  Benjamites  knew  it,  their  hearts 
fainted  with  fear  &  amazement.  They  flee  in 
great  precipitation  towards  the  wilderness,  but 
the  battle  overtook  them,  and  all  fell  save  six 
hundred  who  fled  to  the  rocks  for  refuge. 
Inferences. 

I.  Seeing  that  we  are  come  to  the  unhappy 
period  that  it  is  our  Duty  to  take  up  arms 
against  England,  let  us  avoid  all  things  that 
would  prevent  oneness  of  mind — lay  aside  big- 
otry in  religion,  forget  former  abuses,  &  strive 
as  one  man  for  the  liberty  of  our  Country.    *    * 

[The  remainder  of  the  Sermon  has  teen  lost.] 


IX— PRICES    OP   LANDS    IN  PENNSYL- 
VANIA AT  VARIOUS  PERIODS. 

PRICES   UNDER   PENN  AND   HIS   HEIRS,  PER  HUN- 
DRED  ACRES. 

Previous  to  the  twenty-seventh  of  December, 
1762,  fifteen  pounds,  ten  shillings,  or  forty-one 
dollars  andthirty-thiee  cents  per  hundred  acres, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  Warrants  in  the  lower 
Counties  at  three  pounds,  ten  shillings,  or  nine 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  per  hundred. 

From  the  twenty-seventh  of  December,  1762, 
to  the  fifth  of  August,  1763,  nine  pounds,  or 
twenty-four  dollars  per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  fifth  of  August,  1763,  to  the  sixth  of 
August,  1765,  fifteen  pounds,  ten  shillings,  or 
forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

Locations  and  Warrants,* rom  the  sixth  of  July, 
1765,  to  the  first  of  July,  1784,  five  pounds  ster- 
ling 'or  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 

PRICES   UNDER   THE    COMMONWEALTH,  PER  HUN- 
DRED ACRES. 

From  the  first  of  July,  1784,  to  the  third  of 
April,  1792,  ten  pounds,  or  twenty-six  dollars,  and 
sixty-six  and  two-third  cents  per  hundred  acres. 

New  purchase,  1784.— From  the  first  of  May, 
1785,  to  the  first  of  March,  1789,  thirty  pounds, 
or  eighty  dollars.  .  .   ,     - 

From  "the  first  of  March,  1789,  to  the  third  of 
April,  1792,  twenty  pounds,  or  fifty-three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents. 


From  the  third  of  April,  1792,  to  the  first  of 
September,  1817,  five  pounds,  or  thirteen  dol- 
lars and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents,  for  land 
in  the  purchase  of  1784,  East  of  the  Alleghany- 
river  and  Conewango-creek,  unimproved. 

Purchase  of  1768,  and  the  previous  purchases. 
— From  the  third  of  April,  1792,  to  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  March,  1814,  unimproved,  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  shillings,  or  six  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  and  two-thirds  cents  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  lying  North 
and  West  of  the  Ohio  and  Alleghany-rivers  and 
Conewango-creek,  seven  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
or  twenty  dollars. 

Undrawn  donation  lands,  from  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, 1813,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  acre. 

Donation  lands  reduced,  from  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  February,  1819,  to  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

From  the  twenty-first  of  March,  1814,  lands 
within  the  purchase  of  1768,  and  the  previous 
purchases,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds,  or 
twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty-three  and  two- 
third  cents  per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  first  of  September,  1817,  lands 
within  the  purchase  of  1784,  East  of  the  Al- 
leghany-river  and  Conewango-creek,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  pounds,  or  twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  and  two-third  cents,  except  such  as  have 
been  settled  on,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the 
third  of  April,  1792,  between  said  third  of  April 
and  the  first  of  September,  1817. 

Seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne-county — 
Prices  fixed  by  the  commissioners  :  First  class, 
two  dollars  per  acre;  second  class,  one  dollar 
and  twenty  cents ;  third  class,  fifty  cents  ;  fourth 
class,  eight  and  one-quarter  cents. 

PRESENT   PRICE,  PER  HUNDRED  ACRES. 

The  price  of  all  vacant  and  unimproved  land 
is  now  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds,  or  twenty-six 
dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two-third  cents  per 
hundred  acres,  except  the  following : 

Lands  lying  North  and  West  of  the  Ohio 
and  Alleghany-rivers  and  Conewango-creekr 
at  twenty  dollars  per  hundred  acres. 

Reserve  tracts  near  Erie,  Waterford,  etc.,  price 
fixed  by  Commissioners. 

Lands  improved  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the 
third  of  April,  1792,  fifty  shillings,  or  six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  and  two-third  cents,  and  five 
pounds,  or  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  held  by  Virginia  Warrants,in  the  South- 
west part  of  the  State — the  Warrants  show  the 
terms.  Lands  were  taken  under  Virgina  War- 
rants as  low  as  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres. 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Land  Office  to  charge 
for  the  excess  of  land  above  ten  per  cent,  on  fif- 
ty shilling  Warrants,  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds 
per  hundred  acres. 
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This  number  of  the  Historical  Magazine 
has  been  edited  by  William  H.  Whitmore, 
Esq.,   of  Boston. 


I.— BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  THE  VARIOUS 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES  THROUGH- 
OUT THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[It  has  seemed  desirable  to  attempt  to  construct  a  list  of 
the  principal  essays  contained  in  the  printed  Collections  of 
our  various  Historical  Societies.  In  some  cases,  owing  to 
the  long  periods  during  which  the  volumes  have  appeared, 
in  other  cases  owing  to  the  number  and  value  of  the  vol- 
umes, these  collections  of  papers  are  known  thoroughly 
to  very  few  students. 

It  has  therefore  seemed  to  the  writer  that  an  attempt, 
even  an  imperfect  one,  to  prepare  a  General  Index  of  these 
Collections  must  be  a  service  to  the  community.  It  has  been 
his  object  to  give  the  titles  of  the  more  important  articles 
in  each  volume,  but  considerations  of  time  and  space  have 
made  it  obligatory  on  him  to  exercise  the  right  of  selection. 
Very  many  interesting  and  important  documents  are  thus 
uncalendered ;  but  the  reader  is  reminded  that  this  list  is 
to  be  but  an  aid  to  his  memojy,  not  a  substitute  for  the  la- 
bor of  a  personal  examination  of  the  original  volumes.  The 
titles  of  a  few  general  histories  are  added.— W.  H.  W.] 

Collections  of   the   Maine   Historical    So- 


Volume  I.  1831.  pp.  416.— History  of  Port- 
land; of  Limerick,  and  of  Wells;  Extracts  from 
York-county  Records ;  Depositions  concerning 
Robert  Nash,  1645  ;  Godfrey's  Petition,  1654  ; 
Petition  to  Cromwell,  1656;  Petition  to  Charles 
H.,  1680  ;  Governor  Lincoln's  Remarks  on  In- 
dian Languages  and  Account  of  the  Romish 
Missions  in  Maine  ;  Letters  from  Benedict  Ar- 
nold in  1775  ;  Montresor's  Journal,  1760;  Ac- 
count of  Arnold's  Expedition. 

Volume  II.  1847.  pp.  303.  —  Discourse  by 
George  Folsom,  1846  ;  Reprint  of  Sir  F.  Gor- 
ges's  Brief  Narration,  1658  ;  Reprint  of  C. 
Levett's  Voyage  in  New  England,  1628;  His- 
tory of  Bakerstown,  Poland  and  Minot ;  of 
the  seven  Narragansett  townships;  of  North 
Yarmouth  ;  of  Bath  ;  of  Pemaquid  ;  Ushter 
Deeds,  1678  ;  Account  of  the  Kennebec  Pur- 
chase. 

Volume  III.  1853.  pp.  447.— History  of  Scar- 
borough ;  History  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument ; 
History  of  Bath;  Account  of  Popham's  Colony, 
Hist.  Mag.     Vol.  IV.  7 


by  Bartlett ;  Settlements  at  Sagadahock  ■ 
Wharton's  Patent,  1686;  Indian  Troubles.' 
1702-4  ;  Indian  Treaties  in    1717,    1726    and 

1727. 

Volume  IV.  1856.  pp.  414.  —  Willis's  Ad- 
dress ;  Sandy  River  Settlements  ;  Letter  from 
Washington  to  Knox ;  Bishop  Burgess's  Ad- 
dress ;  Language  of  the  Abnequi  Indians  ;  In- 
dian Treaties,  1735,  1749,  and  1752  ;  Memor- 
ial of  Kittery,  4751  ;  Ancient  Settlement  at 
Sheepscot ;  Memoir  of  Rev.  Paul  Coffin,  and 
Journals  ;  Letter  of  Bridget  Phillips  to  Ed- 
ward Rish  worth,  1684. 

Volume  V.  1857.  pp.  450.— Biographies  of  the 
Presidents  of  the  Society;  Pemaquid  Papers, 
from  the  New  York  Archives  ;  Thornton's  His- 
tory of  Pemaquid ;  Remarks  on  Waymouth's 
Voyage  ;  Letter  of  Popham,  1607;  Journal  of 
Governor  Pownall's  Voyage,  in  1759  ;  Cooke 
and  Oakes's  Reply  to  Andros's  Account  of  the 
Troops,  1690;  The  German  Settlement  at 
Waldoborough ;  Lithgow  Genealogv ;  Des- 
truction of  Falmouth,  1775. 

Volume  VI.  1859.  pp.  435.— The  Scotch- 
Irish  Immigrations;  Biographies  of  the  early 
Lawyers  of  Lincoln  and  Kennebec  counties'; 
Memoirs  of  Benjamin  Vaughn  ;  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin;  of  Rev.  John  Murray;  of  Parker  Cleve- 
land ;  and  of  deceased  members  of  the  Socie- 
ty ;  Notes  on  Castine  and  the  coins  found 
there  and  at  Portland  ;  Early  History  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Maine ;  The  Abneki  In- 
dians; Acadia  and  New  England,  1692  ;  Voy- 
age of  Captain  Weymouth  ;  General  Waldo's 
Circular,  1753  ;  French  Neutrals  in  Maine  ; 
Pownall's  Possession  of  the  Penobscot  Coun 
try,  1759;  Oyster-shell  Deposit  on  Damariscot- 
ta  River. 

Second  Series. 

Volume  I.  1869.  pp.  535. — Documentarv  His- 
tory of  the  State  of  Maine.  Edited  by  William 
Willis.  Volume  I.  containing  a  History  of  the 
Discovery  of  Maine,  by  J.  G.  Kohl,  with  an 
Appendix  on  the  Voyages  of  the  Cabots,  by  M. 
D'Avezac.  Illustrated  with  numerous  Maps 
of   the  early  Navigators. 
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Allied  works  on  the  History  op  Maine. 

I. — Memorial  Volume  of  the  Popham  Celebra- 
tion.   1863.— pp.  368  and  144. 

n. — The  History  of  the  State  of  Maine,  by 
William  D.  Williamson.  1832,  2  vols.— pp.  696 
and  727. 

HI. — Ancient  Dominions  of  Maine,  by  Rufus 
King  Sewall.    1859.— pp.  366. 

IV. — A  History  of  the  Law,  the  Courts,  and 
the  Lawyers  of  Maine,  by  William  Willis. — 1863. 
pp.  712. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Collections  of  the  New  Hampshire  Histori- 
cal Society. 

Volume  I.  1824.  pp.  336.— Reprint  of  Pen- 
hallow's  History  of  the  Indian  Wars  ;  Address 
to  Queen  Anne,  1707  ;  Papets  concerning  Fort 
Dummer  ;  Indian  Deed  to  Wheelwright,  1638; 
History  of  Concord  ;  Note  on  the  Penacook  In- 
dians ;  Early  Broadside;  Letter  from  I.  Mather, 
1689  ;  Grant  to  John  Mason,  and  papers  rela- 
ting to  Mason's  claims,  collected  by  William 
Plumer. 

Volume  II.  1827.  pp.  300.— Wheeler's  Narra- 
tion, 1675  ;  Indian  Attack  at  Walpole  in  1755; 
Longevity  in  New  Hampshire  ;  Annals  of 
Keene  ;  Letters  relating  to  the  War  of  Inde- 
pendence from  Washington  and  others  ;  Let- 
ters of  Oranfield  and  others,  1684-5  ;  List  of 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court,  Massachu- 
setts, 1634-1649;  New  Hampshire,  1650-1680; 
Memoirs  of  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jr.,  and 
James  F.  Dana;  Indian  Treaties  of  1693,  1702- 
3,  1717,  1727;  Sketch  of  the  Northern  boun- 
dary of  New  Hampshire. 

Volume  III.     1832.  pp.  304. — Memoirs  of  Sam- 
uel Dana ;  of  Wyseman  Clagett ;    of  Captain 
John  Pickering  ;  of  Abel  Parker  ;   of  Federal 
Burt,  and  of  Oliver  Peabody  ;  Journal  of  Rev. 
John  Pike,  1682-1709  ;  Sketch  of  Northwood 
Dartmouth  Graduates,  1771-1777;  Hale's  Ad- 
dress, 1828  ;  Letter  from  Cotton  Mather,  1716 
Uring's  Notices  of  New  England,  1709  ;  Ath 
erton's   Address,  1831;    History  of   Warner 
Penacook  Papers,   1659-1668  ;   White   Moun- 
tain  Slides  in   1826  ;    Destruction   of  Willey 
Family. 

Volume  IV.  1834.  pp.  301. — Boutoii's  Ad- 
dress, 1833  ;  Graduates  of  Harvard,  by  John 
Farmer ;  Earthquake  of  1727 ;  Annals  of 
Charleetown,  New  Hampshire  ;  Convention  of 
Ministers  of  New  Hampshire,  1761  ;  Constitu- 
tions of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Sketch 
of  Canterbury;  Endecott  Rock;  Abner  Clough's 
Journal,  1746  ;  History  of  Antrim  ;  Governor 
Dudley's  Letter  to  the  Countess  of   Lincoln, 


1631  ;  Memoirs   of  Rev.  Nathan  Parker,  and 
of  David  Barker ;  Graduates  of  Dartmouth. 

Volume  V.  1837.  pp.  307.  —  Bartlett's  Re- 
marks on  the  Public  Archives;  History  of 
Amherst;  of  Durham;  of  New  Ipswich;  and  of 
Hampstead ;  Journal  of  Captain  Stevens, 
1749  ;  and  of  Captain  Melven,  1748;  Memoir 
of  William  Cogswell  ;  of  Nathaniel  Folsom  ; 
of  Meshech  Weare  ;  and  of  Samuel  Livermore  ; 
Counsellors  of  New  Hampshire,  from  1680  to 
1837;  Genealogy  of  the  Wentworths ;  Daniel 
Oliver's  Address,  1836. 

Volume  VI.  1850.  pp.  336.— Account  of  the 
Society  ;  Memoir  of  John  Farmer  ;  Letters  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  1770-1788;  History  of- 
Atkinson  ;  Charles  Burnough's  Address,  1843  ; 
The  Bradley  Monument ;  Memoir  of  Joseph 
Badger ;  Levi  Woodbury's  Address,  1845  ; 
Smith's  Centennial  Address  at  Exeter,  1838 ; 
Memoir  of  Samuel  Abbot ;  History  of  Croy- 
don ;  Centennial  Celebration  at  Exeter,  1 823  : 
New  Hampshire  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  ; 
Livermore's  Journal,  1779. 

Volume  VII.  1863.  pp.  442.— Records  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  1775- 
1784;  History  of  Chester  ;  Joseph  B.  Walker's 
Address,  1860,  relating  to  the  Merrimack  Val- 
ley. 

Volume  VUL  1866.  pp.  484.— Provincial  Pa- 
pers, 1680-1692,  (by  N.  Bouton,  making  300 
pages) ;  Notices  of  the  early  Councillors ; 
Mrs.  Cristina  Baker  and  the  Massacre  at  Do- 
ver, 1689 ;  Character  of  the  Penacook  In- 
dians. 

Allied  Works  on  the  History  op  New  Hamp- 


I. — Farmer  and  Moore's  Collections,  Volume 
1.1822.  pp.  304. — Sketch  of  Andover ;  Love- 
well's  Fight ;  Memoirs  of  Jeremy  Belknap  ;  His- 
tory of  Wilton  ;  of  Gilmanton  ;  and  of  Peter- 
borough ;  Memoir  of  Mathew  Thornton  ;  of  Gen- 
eral John  Stark;  of  Josiah  Bartlett;  of  John  Dud- 
ley; of  Colonel  Winthrop  Hilton;  Mrs.  Shute's 
Captivity,  1755;  Census  of  1767  ;  Captivity  of 
Mrs.  Johnson,  1754. 

H._Do.  Volume  II.  1823.— pp.  388  and  100. 
Short  articles  mostly. 

III. — Jeremy  Belknap's  History  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Three  Volumes.  1784,  1791,  and  1792.— 
pp.  361  and  84,  493,  and  480. 

IV . — George  Barstow's  History  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 1842.— pp.  456. 

V. — Sketches  of  the  Alumni  of  Dartmouth 
College,  by  Rev.  George  T.  Chapman,  1867. — 
pp.  520. 

VI.— Provincial  Papers.  Volume  I.  Documents 
and  Records  from  1623-1686.     Compiled  by  N. 
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Bouton,  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 1867.— pp.  629. 

VII. — Provincial  Papers,  &c,  compiled  by  N. 
Bouton,  Volume  II.  Part  I.  Being  Part  I.  of  the 
papers  relating  to  the  period  from  1686  to  1722. 
1868,— pp.  764. 

VERMONT. 
Collections  of  the  Vermont  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

We  believe  there  have  been  no  published  Col- 
lections of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society. 

Allied  Works  on  the  History  op  Vermont. 

I. — The  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Vermont, 
by  Samuel  Williams,  1794.— pp.  416. 

II. — History  of  Vermont,  by  Zadock  Thomp- 
son. 1842.  Natural  History,  pp.  224  ;  Civil  His- 
tory, pp.  224 ;  Gazetteer,  pp.  200. 

III. — History  of  Eastern  Vermont,  to  the  close 
of  the  Eighteenth  Century;  by  Benjamin  H.  Hall. 
1858.— pp.  799. 

IV. — Vermont  State  Papers;  compiled  by  Wil- 
liam Slade,  Jr..  1823.— pp.  568. 


MASS  A  CHUSETTS. 

Collections  op  the  Massachusetts  Historical 

Society. 

First  Series. 

Volume  I.  Published  in  1792.— pp.  288.— Let- 
ters relating  to  the  Expedition  against  Cape 
Breton,  in  1745  ;  Apthorp's  Description  of  Sur- 
inam, 1790;  Weare's  Letter  concerning  the 
British  Colonies  :  Examination  of  Dr.  Benja- 
min Church,  in  1775  ;.  Tenney's  Account  of  the 
Dark  Day,  1785  ;  Reprint  of  Higginson's 
New  England  Plantation,  1630  ;  William 
Morell's  Poem  on  New  England,  Latin  and 
English ;  Daniel  Gookin's  Historical  Collec- 
tions of  the  Indians  of  New  England,  1674, 
from  the  MS  ;  A  part  of  New  England's  First 
Fruits,  1643. 

Volume  II.  1798.  pp.  246.— Mainly  filled  with 
Pemberton's  Journal  of  the  American  War. 

Volume  III.  1794.  pp.  304. —Governor  Brad- 
ford's Letter  Book,  1624-1630  ;  Bradford's  Ac- 
count of  New  England,  in  verse  ;  Two  Letters 
of  Franklin  to  Thomas  dishing,  1774  ;  Letters 
of  I.  and  C.  Mather  to  Governor  Dudley, 
170;,  with  his  reply  ;  Rev.  John  Eliot's  Letters 
to  Boyle,  1670-1688;  Reprint  of  part  of  Ro- 
ger Williams's  Key  to  the  Indian  Language  ; 
Pemberton's  Description  of  Boston,  1794. 

Volume  IV.  1795.  pp.  298.— Account  of  the 
Church  at  Plymouth,  1760  ;  John  Bulkeley's 


Inquiry  into  the  Rights  of  Indians  to  lands  in 
America,  1724  ;  Slavery  in  Massachusetts,  by 
Dr.  Belknap.  1795  ;  Roger  Wolcott's  Account 
of  John  Winthrop's  Agency  to  England,  in 
verse. 

Volume  V.  1798.  pp.  292,— Brattle's  Letter 
concerning  the  Witchcraft  Delusion,  1692  ;  Re- 
mainder of  Roger  Williams's  Key ;  Account 
of  the  state  of  Virginia  under  Andros,  1696-8  ; 
Abstract  of  the  Laws  of  New  England,  as 
printed  in  London  in  1641. 

Volume  VI.  1800.  pp.  288.— The  State  of 
Quebec  in  1787  ;  Column's  History  of  Trouble 
with  the  Indians,  1726;  Letter  from  Gover- 
nor Trumbull,  1780;  Bently's  Description  of 
Salem.  Also  many  letters  relating  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Canada,  1745-1765. 

Volume  VII.  1801.  pp.  280.— Abiel  Holmes's 
History  of  Cambridge  ;  Review  of  the  Milita- 
ry Operations  in  North  America,  from  1753- 
1756  ;  Marshe's  Journal  of  the  Treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations,  1744. 

Volume  VIII.  1802.  pp.  284.— A  Biography 
of  Rev.  John  Eliot ;  Governor  T.  Dudley's  Let- 
ter to  the  Countess  of  Lincoln.  1631  ;  Account 
of  Marblehead  ;  Biographies  of  Marston  Wat- 
son, Thomas  Brattle,  Ezekiel  Price,  and  George 
R.  Minot,  members  of  the  Society  ;  Description 
of  Barnstable-county  ;  Reprint  of  Mourt's  Re- 
lation abbreviated,  1622  ;  and  one  of  Wins- 
low's  Good  News  from  Neio  England,  1625. 

Volume  IX.  1804.  pp.  283.— An  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Massachusetts  ;  Memoirs  of  Ebenez- 
er  Marsh  and  William  Fisk,  members  of  the 
Society  ;  Poem  by  Parmenus,  in  honor  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert,  1583  ;  Account  of  the  Mo- 
heagan  Indians  ;  Journal  of  the  Siege  of  York, 
Virginia,  1781  ;  Harris's  Account  of  Dorches- 
ter ;  Sullivan's  History  of  the  Penobscott  In- 
dians; Notes  by  Israel  Mauduit,  circa,  1764. 

Volume  X.  1809.  pp.  314.— Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory of  Massachusetts  ;  Account  of  the  Socie- 
ties in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  ;  Notes  re- 
lating to  Indians  ;  Chaunev's  Sketches  of  Emi- 
nent Men,  1768  ;  Barnard's  Memoirs  of  Emin- 
ent Ministers,  1767;  Memoirs  of  Rev.  Andrew 
Elliott  and  Thomas  Pcmberton,  members  of 
the  Society  ;  Table  of  Contents  of  the  ten 
volumes. 

Second   Series. 

Volume  I.  1814.  pp.  260,  and  xxxi. — Davis's 
Discourse,  1813  ;  Account  of  Bacon  and  In- 
gram's Rebellion  in  Virginia  :  Accoont  of  Fires 
in  Massachusetts;  Dr.  Bartlett's  Sketch  of  the 
progress  of  Medical  Science  in  Massachusetts  ; 
Memoirs  of  Rev.  Charles  Morton,  of  Rev.  John 
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Lothropp,  of  Rev.  John  Elliott,  (Author  of  the 
Biographical  Dictionary),  and  of  Isaac  Lo- 
throp. 

Volume  II.  1814.  pp.  202.— Schermerhorn's Re- 
port on  the  Western  Indians ;  Reprint  of  John- 
son's Wonder-working  Pi'ovidence  (begun) ; 
Reprint  of  part  of  John  Dunton's  Life  and  Er- 
ror; Episcopacy  in  Connecticut  in  1 722  ;  His- 
tory of  Brookline  and  Charlestown ;  Episco- 
pacy in  the  Colonies,  1740  ;  General  Gage's 
Account  of  the  Lexington  Fight;  Meigs's  Jour- 
nal of  the  Expedition  against  Quebec,  1775. 

Volume  HI.  1815.  pp.  296. — Description  of 
Marshpee;  of  Nantucket;  of  Duke's- county;  of 
Lancaster,  Plymouth,  and  Wolfesborough,  New 
Hampshire ;  Continuation  of  Johnson's  Wonder- 
working Providence  ;  Notes  on  Plymouth  and 
Kingston,  Massachusetts  ;  Memoir  of  General 
Benjamin  Lincoln  ;  Reprint  of  Major  Savage's 
Account  of  Phips's  Expedition  to  Canada, 
1691. 

Volume  IV.  1816.  pp.  308. — Continuation  of 
Johnson's  Wonder-worJsing  Providence ;  The 
Non- conformist's  Oath,  (in  verse)  1666 ;  Re- 
print of  Childs's  New  England's  Jonas, 
1647;  Sketch  of  Amherst;  of  Haverhill;  of  Sa- 
co,  Freeport,  &c.  ;  Narrative  of  Affairs  about 
Boston,  in  1775  ;  History  of  towns  in  Plymouth 
Colony. 

Volumes  V.  and  VI.  1815.  pp.  768. — Reprint 
of  William  Hubbard's  History  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Volume  VII.  1817.  pp.  308.  Johnson's  Won- 
der-working Providence  (continued)  ;  Rhode 
Island  State  Papers,  1638-1682  ;  Description  of 
Abington  and  Bridgewater  ;  Memoir  of  Rev. 
Peter  Whitney  ;  Account  of  the  Prince  Libra- 
ry; Reprint  of  the  Second  Part  of  Prince's  An- 
nals of  New  England. 

Volume  VIII.  1818.  pp.  332. — Johnson's  Won- 
der-working Providence  (concluded)  ;  The 
Danforth  Papers,  1662-66  ;  Reprint  of  Ma- 
son's History  of  the  Pequot  Wars  ;  Memoirs  of 
Joseph  McKean;  of  Caleb  Gannett;  and  of  Wil- 
liam Tudor ;  Letters  on  the  Abolition  of  Sla- 
very in  Pennsylvania ;  Reprint  of  The  New 
Life  of  Virginia,  1612 ;  Pynchon  Papers ; 
Memoir  of  Father  Rasles. 

Volume   IX.     1819.    pp.  372.— Reprint  of  the 

Relation  of  the  Plantation  of  New  England, 
1623 ;  Reprint  of  Mourt's  Relation,  1622  ; 
Reprint  of  Winslowi's  Good  Neios  from  New 
England,  1624  ;  Reprint  of  A  Perfect  Descrip- 
tion of  Virginia,  1649  ;  Accounts  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  and  Providence,  Rhode  Island ; 
Reprint  of  Eliot's  Indian  Grammer,  1666.  with 
Notes,  by  John  Pickering. 


Volume  X.  1823.  pp.  397. — Memoirs  of  Joshua 
Thomas  and  James  Winthrop  ;  E.  Turell"ft 
Detection  on  Witchcraft ;  Boston  Representa- 
tive, 1634-1774 ;  Notes  on  Rochester  and  Dux- 
bury  ;  Reprint  of  Edwards's  Observations  on 
Indian  Languages,  1788  ;  The  Hutchinson  Pa- 
pers ;  General  Index  of  the  Second  Series. 

Thikd  Series. 

Volume  I.  1825.  pp.  299.  —  The  so-called 
Hutchinson  Papers,  containing  Letters  to  John 
Winthrop  and  many  miscellaneous  letters  and 
papers — Also  Account  of  New  England  in 
1689;  C.  Mather's  Political  Fables,  &c— in  all 
150  pages — Census  of  Boston  in  1742;  Minis- 
ters in  New  Hampshire ;  Letters  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams ;  Letter  of  Jo.  Maidstone,  1659  ;  Memoir 
of  Gamaliel  Bradford ;  Early  History  of  the 
Narragansett  Country  ;  Letters  of  Henry  Jacie, 
1633;  Charlestown  Church  Affairs,  1678;  Mem- 
oir of  William  J.  Spooner  ;  List  of  Members ; 
Boston  Bills  of  Mortality,  1818-1824. 

Volume  II.  1830.  pp.  368.  French  Protestants, 
1686  ;  History  of  Cohasset ;  Reprint  of  Wins- 
low's  New  England's  Salamander  Discovered, 
16^6,  Cotton's  Indian  Vocabulary,  from  MSS., 
1756;  Plymouth  Colony  Records ;  Memoir  of 
Dudley  Atkins  Tyng  ;  New  Hampshire  Minis- 
ters ;  MS.  Journals  of  the  Long  Parliament. 

Volume  ni.  1833.  pp.  408. — Reprint  of  Cap- 
tain John  Smith's  Advertisements  for  the 
Unexperienced  Planters  of  Neio  England, 
with  Map,  1631  ;  Reprint  of  Lechford's 
Newes  from  New  England,  1642 ;  Lion 
Gardiner's  Pequot  Wars,  from  MS.  ;  Salem 
Witchcraft ;  Ministers  in  New  Hampshire  ; 
Memoir  of  Christopher  Gore ;  Rej:>rint  of  Jos- 
selyn's  Two  Voyages  to  New  England,  1676, 
and  his  Chronological  Observations. 

Volume  IV.  1834.  pp.  336. — Reprints  of 
books  relative  to  the  Indians  in  New  Eng- 
land, viz.:  Eliot's  The  Day-breaking,  1647 ; 
Shephard's  Clear  Sunshine,  1648 ;  Winslow's 
Strength  out  of  Weakness,  1652;  Tears  of 
Repentance,  1653 ;  Eliot's  Confession  of  the 
Indians  ;  Eliot's  Progress  of  the  Gospel,  1655; 
Also  List  of  Massachusetts  Representatives, 
1689-1692  ;  Description  of  American  Medals. 

Volume  V,  1836.  pp.  300.— Journal  of  the 
Congress  at  Albany,  1754,  from  the  MS  ;  Jour- 
nal of  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  in  1775, 
from  MS ;  Gist's  Journal  of  a  Visit  to  Ohio, 
in  1753;  General  Lincoln's  Journal  of  an  In- 
dian Treaty,  in  1793,  with  an  Engraving ;  Au- 
tobiography of  Rev.  John  Barnard,  of  Mar- 
blehead,  1766;  Memoirs  of  Rev.  John  Allyn, 
Samuel  Davis,  Rev.  James  Freeman,  Rev.  John. 
Prince,  and  Rev.  Ezra  Shaw  Goodwin. 
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Volume  VI.  1837.  pp.  300.— Reprints  of  Un- 
derbill's History  of  the  Pequot  War,  1638,  P. 
Vincent's  History  of  the  Pequnt  War,  1638  ; 
Sir  F.  Gorges's  Description  of  New  England, 
1658 ;  Captain  John  Smith's  Description  of 
New  England,  1616  ;  Account  of  Hugh  Gib- 
son's Captivity,  1756-1759,  Niles's  History  of 
the  French  and.  Indian  Wars,  from  the  MS  ; 
Description  of  American  Medals. 

Volume  VlI.  1838.  pp.  304.— Account  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society ;  Bradford's 
"Word  to  Boston  ;  Governor  Winthrop's  Model 
of  Christian  Charity  ;  Records  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 1639-1760;  D'Aulnay  and  La  Tour; 
Whalley  and  Goffe ;  Instructions  to  Edward 
Randolph  ;  Andros's  Commission  ;  Papers  re- 
lative to  Andros's  Government ;  Higginson  Pa- 
pers, 1692-1700  ;  Colonel  Quarry's  Memorial 
on  the  American  Colonies,  1703  ;  Memoirs  of 
Isaac  Allerton,  Rev.  John  Hale,  and  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes  ;  List  of  Portraits  belonging  to  the 
Society. 

Volume  VIII.  1843.  pp.  348.— Extract  from 
Bernaldez  History ;  Reprint  of  Gosnold's  Let- 
ter, 1602,  and  Archer  and  Breretons  Accounts 
of  his  Voyage,  and  Tracts  appended ;  Reprint 
of  Rosier's  Account  of  WaymouiKs  Voyage, 
1605  ;  and  of  Levett's  Voyage,  1628  ;  Gray's 
Remarks  on  the  Early  Laws  of  Massachusetts, 
with  the  Code  of  1641,  called  The  Body  of 
Liberties,  now  first  printed ;  Savage's  Glean- 
ings for  New  England  History,  containing 
Lists  of  Emigrants,  &c.' 

Volume  LX.  1846.  pp.  301. — Memoir  of  James 
Graham  ;  Account  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Leyden  ; 
Memoir  of  Dr.  Gamaliel  Bradford;  Indian 
Tribes  in  New  England  ;  Instructions  to  Gov- 
ernor Dudley,  1702;  Memoir  of  Leverett  Sal- 
tonstall ;  Reprint  of  Eliot's  Christian  Common- 
wealth, 1661 ;  Semi-Centennial  Address  before 
the  Society,  by  Palfrey;  Adams's  Discourse 
on  the  New  England  Confederacy  of  1643 ; 
Memoir  of  James  Bowdoin  ;  Winthrop  Pa- 
pers ;  Letters  to  Governor  John  Winthrop, 
1628-1651,  from  Roger  Williams  and  others. 

Volume  X.  1849.  pp.  360.— Winthrop's  Pa- 
pers, continued  ;  Savage's  Gleanings ;  Hun- 
ter's Suffolk  Emigrants ;  Biography  of  Lion 
Gardiner  ;  Memoirs  of  Hon.  John  Davis,  Hon. 
John  Pickering,  and  William  Lincoln;  In- 
dex, Table  of  Contents,  &c,  for  the  Series. 

Fourth  Series. 

Volume  I.  1852.  pp.  295. — Memoirs  of  Rev. 
William  Adams,  Rev.  Eliphalet  Adams,  Phil- 
lip Vincent,  Rev.  John  Robinson  and  Rev. 
John  Pierce  ;  Hunter's  Founders  of  New  Ply- 
mouth :     Savage's    Gleanings,     (continued) ; 


Reprints  of  Robinson's  Manumission  to  a 
Manduction,  1616  ;  and  of  Good  News  from 
New  England,  16^8 ;  and  of  Strachey's  His- 
tory of  Travaile  in  Virginia,  1609 ;  Letters 
from  Dunster  to  Ravius,  1648 ;  and  Dan- 
forth,  1720.  to  C.  Mather;  Newell's  Journal 
of  the  Siege  of  Boston,  1775-6. 

Volume     II.      1854.    pp.    308.  —  Reprint    of 

Clark's  III  Newes  from  New  England,  1652  ; 
Letters  to  Cromwell,  1650  ;  Letter  from  C. 
Mather,  1720 ;  Memoirs  of  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Mason  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  Rev. 
Alexander  Young ;  The  First  Plymouth  Pat- 
ent: Letters  of  Dr.  William  Douglass,  1720- 
1728  ;  President  Dunster's  Papers,  1640-1657 ; 
Memorials  of  Rev.  John  White  and  Joim 
White;  The  Leverett  Papers,  1655  ;  The  Dud- 
ley Papers,  1685-1702;  Judgment  vacating  the 
First  Massachusetts  Charter,  1684;  Orders  in 
Council,  1660-1693. 

Volume  III.  1856.  pp.  476. — Governor  Brad- 
ford's History  of  Plymouth  Colony,  from  the 
MS.  Edited  by  Charles  Deane. 

Volume  IV.  1858.  pp.  514. — Correspondence 
in  1774-1775,  about  Sufferers  by  the  Boston 
Port  Bill,  278  pages ;  Reprint  of  the  Narra- 
tive of  the  Planting  of  the  Massachusetts  Col- 
ony, 1694 ;  Washburn's  Account  of  the  Ex- 
tinction of  Slavery  in  Massachusetts ;  Letters 
of  Thomas  Cushing,  1767-1775  ;  Gage's  An- 
swers to  Chalmers ;  Destruction  of  Tea  at  Bos- 
ton ;  Letter  from  Andrew  Elliott  to  Thomas 
Hollis ;  Notice  of  D'Aulnay;  Roger  Williams' 
Petition,  1651 ;  Phineas  Pratt's  Narrative, 
1668  ;  Memoirs  of  Nathaniel  M.  Davis,  Hon. 
Abbott  Lawrence,  and  Rev.  William  P.  Lunt. 

Volume  V.  1861.  pp.  600.— Papers  of  Govern- 
or Thomas  Hinckley,  of  Plymouth.  1676- 
1699,  containing  numerous  letters,  Commis- 
sions, &c,  308  pages  ;  Niles's  History  of  the 
French  and  Indian  Wars,  concluded. 

Volume  VI.  1863.  pp.  602;— Volume  VII. 
1865.  pp.  647.— The  Winthrop  Papers  ;  be- 
ing Letters  preserved  in  the  Winthrop  family, 
and  written  from  1613-1675;  Among  the 
writers  were  John  Humfrey,  Hugh  Peter, 
John  Endccott,  William  Bradford,,  Edward 
Winslow,  Roger  Williams,  TheoplLkis  Eaton, 
John  Haynes,  Edward  Howes,  John  Win- 
throp, Jr.,  Peter  Stuyvesant,  John  Wilson, 
Nathaniel  Ward,  Samuel  Symonds,  Herbert 
Pelham,  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Richard  Saltonstall, 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  John  Higginson,  John 
Davenport,  William  Hooke. 

Volume  VIII.  1868.  pp.  736.— The  Mather 
Papers,  consisting  elderly  of  letters  written 
to  Increase  Mather.    Among  the  writers  may 
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be  named  Nathaniel  Mather.  John  Cotton, 
John  Higginson,  Thomas  Cobbett,  John 
Bishop,  Richard  Blinman,  Jonathan  Tuck- 
ney,  Joseph  Eliot,  Cotton  Mather,  Joseph 
Dudley,  John  Richaids,  Samuel  Sewall,  Ed- 
ward Randolph,  Simon  Bradstreet,  Samuel 
Willard,  Abraham  Kick.  Also  many  papers 
relating  to  the  Regicides,  Goffe  and  Whalley. 
The  originals  are  in  the  Prince  Collection  of 
Papers,  now  deposited  in  the  Public  Library 
in  Boston. 

Proceedings  op  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society. 

Volume  I.  1855-58. — Memoir  of  Samuel  Ap- 
pl  ton,  by  Samuel  K.  Lothrop  ;  Memoir  of 
Abbott  Lawrence,  by  Nathan  Appleton  ;  The 
opening  of  the  Dowse  Library;  Hutchinson's 
Historical  Publications,  by  Charles  Deane ; 
The  Extinction  of  Slavery  in  Massachusetts, 
by  Emory  Washburn  ;  Memoir  of  William  P. 
Lunt,  by  Nathaniel  L.  Frothingham ;  Report 
on  the  Belknap  Donation,  by  Charles  Deane ; 
Eulogy  on  Thomas  Dowse,  by  Edward  Eve- 
erett.  Illustrations:  Portraits  ot  Samuel 
Appleton,  Thomas  Dowse,  Jeremy  Belknap, 
George  Washington,  and  Edward  Everett; 
The  Washington  Chair;  The  Berkley  Chair; 
Facsimile  of  Bradford's  MS. — pp.  412. 

Volume  II.  1848-60.— Letters  of  Edmund 
Quincy;  Meeting  at  Washington's  Head- 
quarters in  Cambridge;  The  Golden  Melice, 
by  Robert  C.  Winthrop ;  Early  Charters  of 
Massachusetts,  by  Emory  Washburn ;  Tribute 
to  the  Memory  of  William  H.  Prescott, — Re- 
marks by  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Geo.  Ticknor, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Jared  Sparks,  James  Walker, 
Edward  Everett,  and  others  ;-Diarv  of  Thomas 
Newell,  1773-74 ;  Report  on  the  "  Heath  Pa- 
"pers;"  Naturalization  in  the  American  Colo- 
nies, by  Joseph  Wallace  ;  Proceedings  on  the 
death  of  Washington  Irving.  Illustrations  : 
Portraits  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Prescott;  Washington's  Head-quar- 
ters at  Cambridge;  Facsimile  of  Signatures 
of  French  Protestants. — pp.  465. 

Volume  III.  1860-62.— Extracts  from  Ben- 
nett's MS.  History  of  New  England ;  The  An- 
cient Stewards  of  Harvard  College,  by  Lucius 
R.  Paig6 ;  Memoir  of  Nathan  Appleton,  by 
Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Report  on  the  Ex- 
change of  Prisoners;  Memoir  of  Samuel  Hoar, 
by  William  Minot ;  O.  W.  Holmes  on  An- 
cient Medical  Receipts ;  Memoirs  of  John 
Codman,  D.D.,  and  Charles  Lowell,  D.D.,  by 
by  William  Jenks ;  Memoir  of  Nathaniel  I. 
Bowditch,  by  Samuel  N.  Lothrop.  Illustra- 
tions :  Portraits  of  Nathan  Appleton  and  N. 
I.  Bowditch.— pp.  530. 


Volume  IV.  1862-63. — Report  on  the  names  of 
Streets,  by  Thomas  C.  Amory;  The  Narragan- 
set  Patent,  by  Thomas  Aspinwall ;  Historical 
Research  on  Negroes  as  Slaves,  as  Citizens,  and 
as  Soldiers,  by  George  Livermore  ;  Memoir  of 
Daniel  A.  White,  by  James  Walker ;  Harvard 
College  Accounts  ;  General  Knox  on  the  Gen- 
eral Arrangement  of  the  Militia ;  Mather's 
Magnalia  and  Diary,  by  Charles  Deane  ;  Me- 
moir of  William  Appleton,  by  Chandler  Rob- 
bins,  &c.  Illustrations  :  The  Great  Seal  of 
New  England  ;  Portraits  of  Daniel  Appleton 
White  and  William  Appleton  ;  Facsimiles  of 
Early  Provincial  Currency  and  of  a  Letter  of 
Charles  II.— pp.  503. 

Volume  V.  1863-64.— Memoir  of  Luther  V. 
Bell,  by  George  E.  Ellis ;  Memoir  of  Charles 
Mason,  D.  D.,  by  Andrew  P.  Peabody;  Eliot's 
Account  of  the  Physicians  of  Boston  ;  Diary 
of  Ezekiel  Price,  1775-6;  Letters,  &c,  of 
Phillis  Wheatley  ;  Villenage  in  England,  by- 
Emory  Washburn  ;  Remarks,  by  Robert  C. 
Winthrop,  on  the  Tercentenary  Commemora- 
tion of  Shakspeare  ;  Tribute  to  Josiah  Quin- 
cy, —  Remarks,  by  Robert  C.  Winthrop, 
George  E.  Ellis,  Edward  Everett,  and  Richard 
H.  Dana,  Jun. ; — Memoir  of  William  Sturgis,  by 
Charles  G.  Loring,  &c.  Illutrations  :  Por- 
traits of  Luther  V.  Bell  and  Charles  Mason; 
The  Seal  of  Louis,  Duke  of  Orleans,  1405  ; 
Facsimile  of  Signatures  of  Privy  Councillors, 
1664  ;  Facsimile  of  Bonner's  MS.  Plan  of  Part 
of  Boston,  1714.— pp.  508. 

Volume  VI.  1864-65. — Sibley's  Account  of  the 
Cambridge  Triennial  Catalogues  ;  Memorial  to 
Pishey  Thompson  ;  Portrait  of  Sebastian  Cabot; 
Tribute  to  Edward  Everett ;  Memoir  of  Profes- 
sor Rafn,  by  Dr.  Webb ;  Letter  of  B.  Swartz, 
from  Lima,  1724  ;  Letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Zubly,. 
of  Savannah,  1773;  Dr.  Stiles's  Account  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Lee,  of  Bristol ;  Memoir  of  Rev.  Con- 
vers  Francis,  by  Rev.  William  Newell  ;  On  the 
Death  of  President  Lincoln  ;  Notice  of  Joseph 
Willard ;  On  the  Origin  and  Sources  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bill  of  Rights,  by  Hon.  Emory 
Washburn  ;  Letters  of  John  Andrews,  of  Bos- 
ton, 1772-1776 ;  Papers  of  Sir  John  Eliot ;  The 
First  Letter  of  Columbus  ;  List  of  Centennar- 
ians,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Palmer  ;  On  the  Death  of 
George  Livermore ;  Hancock  Memorials ;  Early 
Vessels  sent  to  America — an  Essay  by  Charles 
Deane  ;  Letter  to  Franklin  from  the  Massachu- 
setts House  of  Representatives,  1771 ;  Letters 
from  J.  H.  Trumbull  and  S.  Alofsen  ;  Portrait 
of  Rev.  Dr.  John  Elliott;  Gift  of  the  Plates  of 
the  Memoir  of  John  Quincy  Adams.  Illus- 
tration :  Portrait  of  Everett ;  Facsimile  of 
a  Letter  from  Hampden  to  Eliot. — pp.  510. 

Volume  VII.     1866-67.—  Letters  of  Ruf  us  King;. 
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Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Towns  in  New  England, 
by  Joel  Parker  ;  Letters  to  Sir  John  Temple ; 
Memoir  of  Josiah  Qaincy,  by  Dr.  J.  Walker  ; 
Tribute  to  Jarecl  Sparks  ;  The  Early  Painters 
and  Engravers  of  New  England,  by  W.  H. 
Whitmore ;  Vote  on  Conway's  Motion  for 
Peace,  1782  ;  On  the  Death  of  General  Scott; 
Manuscript  of  Bacon's  Rebellion ;  Death  of 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass ;  Rev.  John  Wheelwright's 
Sermon,  1636  ;  Memoir  of  Joseph  Willard; 
Letter  from  Charles  Deane  ;  Sword  of  Gener- 
al Warren ;  Seal  of  the  United  States,  1782; 
Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  ;  On  the 
Death  of  Rev.  William  Jenks ;  On  the  name, 
Shawmat,  by  J.  H.Trumbull;  Vindication  of 
General  John  Sullivan,  by  T.  C.  Armory  ;  The 
Peabody  Donation  ;  Will  of  Captain  John 
Smith;  On  George  Herbert  and  John  Cotton,  by 
Rev.  R.  C.  Waterston  ;  Seal  of  the  Council  for 
New  England,  by  Charles  Deane;  Journal  of  an 
Expedition  from  New  London  to  Woodstock, 
1699  ;  Account  of  the  Destruction  of  Deerfield 
in  1704  ;  John  Campbell's  Letters,  1708;  In- 
stallation of  President  Leverett,  1703.  Illus- 
trations :  Portrait  of  Josiah  Quincy ;  En- 
graving of  Seal  of  the  Council  for  New  Eng- 
land.— pp.  524. 

Volume  VIII.  1867-1869.— Early  New  Eng- 
land Portraits,  by  Dr.  Appleton ;  Memoir  of 
Chief-justice  Shaw,  by  Judge  Thomas  ;  Seals 
of  Massachusetts,  by  T.  C.  Arnory  ;  Memoir  of 
Rev.  William  Jenks,  by  Rev.  G.W.  Blagden  ; 
Report  on  the  Hutchinson  Papers  ;  On  the  name 
of  Flint's  Pond,  Worcester-county,  by  William 
Brigham;  Letters  from  Hon.  R.  C,  Winthrop  ; 
Memoir  of  Judge  Story,  by  G.  S.  Hillard  ; 
Memoir  of  Jared  Sparks,  by  Rev.  G.  E.  Ellis  ; 
List  of  MSS.  owned  by  the  Society,  in  1792; 
Bibliographical  note,  by  W.  H.  Whitmore ; 
Memoir  of  C.  C,  Felton,  by  G.  S.  Hillard;  On 
the  qualification  of  Voters  under  the  Second 
Charter,  by  Ellis  Ames  ;  Colonial  Papers,  com- 
municated by  W.  Noel  Sainsbury  ;  Harvard 
College  Monitor's  Bill,  1664-67,  by  F.  B.  Dex- 
ter ;  Memoir  of  George  Livermore,  by  Charles 
Deane;  Letter  of  Nathan  Dane,  relating  to 
the  Ordinance  of  1787;  Portrait  of  Governor 
Hutchinson ;  Will  of  John  Eliot's  father  dis- 
covered. 

Other  Publicatiols   op   the   Massachusetts 
Historical  Society. 

I. — A  Catalogue  of  its  Library,  in  two  Volumes, 
—pp.  732  and  651. 

II. — 1869. — Lectures  delivered  in  a  Course  be- 
fore the  Lowell  Institute,  in  Boston,  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
on  subjects  relating  to  the  Early  History  of 
Massachusetts ;  The  subjects  are  as  follows  : 


1. — Introductory  Lecture,  by  Hon.  R.  C.  Win- 
throp. 2. — The  Aims  and  Purposes  of  the 
Founders  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  by 
Rev.  George  E.  Ellis.  3. — Treatment  of  In- 
truders and  Dissentients  by  the  Founders  of 
Massachusetts,  by  G.  E.  Ellis.  4. — History 
of  Grants  under  the  Great  Council  of  New 
England,  by  S.  F.  Haven.  5. — The  Colony 
of  New  Plymouth  and  its  relations  to  Massa- 
chusetts, by  William  Brigham.  6. — Slavery  as 
it  once  prevailed  in  Massachusetts,  by  the  Hon. 
Emory  Washburn.  7. — Records  of  Massachu- 
setts under  its  First  Charter,  by  Hon.  C.  W. 
Upham.  8. — The  Medical  Prolession  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes.  9. — Early 
Relations  with  the  Indians,  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Eliot.  10. — The  Regicides  sheltered  in  New 
England,  by  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins.  11. — 
The  First  Charter  and  the  Early  Religious 
Legislation  of  Massachusetts,  by  Dr.  Joel  Par- 
ker. 12. — Puritan  Politics  of  England  and 
New  England,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale.  13.— Edu- 
cation in  Massachusetts :  Early  Legislation 
and  History,  by  Dr.  George  B.  Emerson. — 
pp.  498. 

Publications  of  the  New  England  Historic- 
Genealogical  Society. 

The  Neie  England  Histarical  and  Genealogi- 
cal Register,  published  quarterly,  under  the  care 
of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  So- 
ciety. A  list  of  the  principal  genealogies  pub- 
lished in  this  magazine  is  given  in  the  American 
Genealogist.  The  principal  papers  on  other  sub- 
jects are  as  follows  : 

Volume  I.  1847.  pp.  400. — Memoir  of  John 
Farmer ;  Graduates  of  Harvard ;  Ministers 
in  Rockingham-county ;  Passengers  in  the 
May  Flower ;  Courts  in  Merrimack-county, 
New  Hampshire;  Massachusetts  Physicians; 
New  England  Alumni ;  Memoir  of  Judge 
Sewall ;  History  of  the  Pilgrim  Society ; 
Memoir  of  Enoch  Parsons ;  Memoir  of  Gov- 
ernor Endicott ;  Heraldry;  Boston  Ministers ; 
Governor  Hutchinson  ;  Memoirs  of  Rev.  Z.  S. 
Moore  and  Dr.  A.  S.  Upham ;  List  of  Scotch 
Prisoners  sent  here  in  1652. 

Volume  II.  1848.  pp.  417.— Memoirs  of  Rev. 
Increase  Mather,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  John  Bowles, 
Roger  Conant,  Dr.  John  Pomerov,  and 
Brant,  the  Indian  Chief;  The  Roll  of  Battle 
Abbey  ;  First  Settlers  of  New  Hampshire ; 
Early  Settlers  at  Reading,  at  Barnstable,  at 
Hmgham,  and  at  Gorham  ;  Roxbury  Record  ; 
Epitaphs  at  Cambridge,  Dorchester,  Wohurn, 
and  Norwich,  Connecticut:  List  of  Passen- 
gers to  New  England  and  Virginia  ;  Abstract 
of  Wills  for  Sunblk-countv,  Massachusetts. 


104 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE 


[September, 


Volume  III.  1849.  pp.  418. — Memoirs  of  Sir 
Martin  Frobisher,  Rev.  Benjamin  Colman,  Ed- 
ward Rawson,  Charles  Frost,  and  Rebecca 
Rawson ;  Records  of  Boston ;  Early  Physi- 
cians ot  Marietta,  Ohio  ;  Settlers  at  Salisbury ; 
Marriages  at  Andover,  Massachusetts ;  Wey- 
mouth Records  ;  List  of  Massachusetts  Free- 
men ;  Indian  War  Papers ;  Suffolk  Wills ; 
Northampton  Deaths;  History  of  Middle- 
borough  ;  Settlers  at  Barnstable. 

Volume  IV.  1850,  pp.  b 88.—  Memoirs  of  Oli- 
ver Wolcott,  John  Carver,  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Gookin,  and  Samuel  Gorton  ;  Ipswich  Physi- 
cians ;  Letter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Mayhew ;  Re- 
cords of  Say  brook  ;  Massachusetts  Freemen  ; 
Records  of  Dover ;  Abstracts  of  Plymouth 
Wills  and  of  Suffolk  Wills ;  Records  of  Bos- 
ton, Weymouth,  Wrentham,  Middleborough ; 
Marshfield  Epitaphs  ;  Registers  of  Austerfield, 
England ;  Extracts  from  Candler  Manuscripts; 
Tax-payers  and  soldiers  in  Plymouth  Colony; 
Memoirs  of  Johnson,  Willard,  and  Sheaffe ; 
Registers  of  Cranbrook,  Kent,  England; 
Memoir  of  Eleazer  and  Richard  Davenport, 
and  Samuel  Wright ;  Settlers  at  Gloucester. 

Volume  V.  1851.  pp.  486.— Memoirs  of  Hugh 
Peters,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  General  Artemas 
Ward,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Prince ;  Stoddard's 
Journal ;  Salem  Graduates  ;  Colman  Pajjers ; 
Passengers  for  Virginia  ;  Records  of  Windsor, 
Hingham,  and  Dover ;  Epitaphs  from  York, 
Dorchester,  and  Chailestown;  Springfield  Set- 
tlers ;  Rochester  Settlers ;  Lynn  Records ; 
Boston  Records ;  Wills  at  Plymouth  and  Suf- 
folk ;  Dorchester  Records ;  Letters  of  John 
Adams. 

Volume  VI.  1852.  pp.  402.— Memoirs  of  Cot- 
ton Mather  and  Rev.  Francis  Higginson ;  Cus- 
toms of  New  England ;  Settlers  at  Dover, 
New  Hampshire ;  Records  of  Eastham, 
Bellerica,  Wiufield,  Maiden,  Marshfield, 
and  Boston ;  Ipswich  Grammar  School ; 
Captain  Kicld;  Canada  Prisoners,  1695; 
Suffolk  Wills;  Plymouth  Wills;  Expedi- 
tion against  Quebec,  1775;  Dorchester 
Epitaphs ;  Subscribers  to  Prince's  Chronol- 
ogy ;  Old  Norfolk-county  Freemen,  1677- 
8;  Early  Settlers  of  Essex  and  old  Nor- 
folk ;  Address  by  Rev.  William  Jenks  ;  Peti- 
tion of  Rev.  John  Eliot  against  selling  Indians 
for  slaves. 

Volume  VII.  1853.  pp.  388.  —  Memoirs  of 
Governor  Benjamin  Pierce,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, General  John  Sullivan,  and  General 
John  Stark ;  Epitaphs  from  S.  Reading,  Mas- 
sachusetts; Suffolk  Wills;  Will  of  Thomas 
Appleton,  1504  ;  Spurious  Adams  Pedigree  ; 
Items   relating   to   Dover,  New   Hampshire ; 


Diary  of  Noadiah  Russell,  1682;  Adventures 
of  Captain  Lovewell ;  Ipswich  Records ;  Set- 
tlers of  Chatham,  Salisbury,  Essex,  and  Old 
Norfolk;  New  HamjDshire,  Dover,  Wrenthan, 
Boston,  Nantucket,  and  Milton  Epitaphs ; 
Address,  by  William  Whiting ;  Wells  (Me,) 
Epitaphs;  Plymouth  Wills;  Rev.  Thomas 
Cobbet's  Narrative  of  New  England's  Deliv- 
erances, 1677  :  Elegy  on  Rev.  John  Higgin- 
son ;  Researches  among  Funeral  Sermons ; 
Memoirs  of  Prince's  Subscribers ;  Sewall's  In- 
terleaved Almanacs. 

Volume  VIII.  1854.  pp.  388. —  Memoirs  of 
Samuel  Appleton,  Governor  Increase  Sum- 
ner, Peter  C.  Brooks,  Captain  Joshua  Eddy, 
and  Isaac  Allerton  ;  Sewall's  Almanacs  ;  Re- 
searches among  Funeral  Sermons ;  Prince's 
Subscribers  ;  Suffolk  Wills  ;  Wills  of  Daniel 
Denison,  Gregory  Stone,  and  Sarah  Stone; 
Danvers  Epitaphs;  Orders  in  Council,  1630 
to  1641 ;  John  Dane's  Narrative  ;  Petition  of 
New  Hampshire  Settlers,  in  1689  ;  West  Rox- 
bury  Epitaphs ;  Indian  Children  put  to  ser- 
vice, 1676  ;  Freetown  Epitaphs  ;  Bradstreet's 
Journal,  1664-1683 ;  Massachusetts  Colony 
Records;  Settlers  at  and  Records  of  Boston, 
Bradford,  Dover,  Marshfield,  Provincetown, 
Salisbury,  Essex,  and  Old  Norfolk. 

Volume  IX.  1855.  pp.  388.— Origin  of  the 
New  England  Historical  Society;  Memoir  of 
Peter  C.  ^Brooks  ;  Suffolk  Wills ;  Bradstreet's 
Journal,  corrected ;  Prince's  Subscribers  ;  Fun- 
eral Sermons;  Petition  against  Imposts,  1868, 
Battle  of  Minas,  Nova  Scotia,  1747 ;  Will  of 
Mathew  Cradock ;  Letter  of  Rev.  John  Eliot, 
1664;  Quincy  Epitaphs  ;  Border  Massacres  in 
Massachusetts ;  Discovery  of  Bradford's  His- 
tory ;  Mascarene  Family  Papers ;  Passengers 
by  the  Marg  and  John,  i634 ;  First  President 
of  Harvard  College ;  Scituate  and  Barnstable 
Church  Records ;  Maiden  Epitaphs ;  The  Eliot 
Bureau ;  Records  of  Boston,  Dover,  Ports- 
mouth, New  Haven,  and  Plymouth  Colony. 

Volume  X.  1856.  pp.  379. — Memoirsof  Rev. 
Charles  Chauncy,  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  and 
Abbott  Lawrence  ;  Address  by  Rev.  William 
Jenks ;  Epitaphs  at  Jamaica  Plain,  Massa- 
chusetts, Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Free- 
town and  South  Berwick  ;  Funeral  Sermons  ; 
Prince's  Subscribers;  Scituate  and  Barnstable 
Church  Records  ;  Records  of  Boston,  Maiden, 
Gray,  Maine,  and  Groton,  Massachusetts;  Suf- 
folk Wills ;  Mascarene  Family  Papers ;  Will  of 
Peter  Bulkeley ;  Pedigree  of  Uncas ;  Joseph 
Holt's  Journals,  1758;  Discovery  of  Brad- 
ford's History. 

This  volume  contains  a  General  Index  of  Sub- 
jects/or the  first  ten  volumes. 
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Volume  XI.  1857.  pp.  380. — Reminiscences 
of  Washington ;  Memoirs  of  John  Adams  and 
Thomas  Jefferson ;  Notes  on  General  William 
Hull,  Henry  Jocelyn,  and  John  Fillmore; 
Epitaphs  at  New  London,  Connecticut, 
Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  Canton,  (China) ;  and  Brain- 
tree  ;  Charter  of  Narragansett,  1643  ;  Records 
of  Boston,  Maiden,  East  Haddam,,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Farmington,  Connecticut;  Prince's 
Subscribers ;  Love  Affairs  of  Benedict  Ar- 
nold ;  Lane  Family  Papers ;  Burgoyne's  Ac- 
count of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's-hill ;  Revolu- 
tionary Letters  ;  Danvers  Church  Records  ; 
Camp  Song,  of  1775;  Ancient  City  Charter 
for  Boston,  1650  ;  Dukes  County  Court  Pa- 
pers ;  List  of  Yorkshire  Pedigrees ;  Iron 
Works  in  New  England;  Suffolk  Wills; 
List  of  American  Genealogies. 

Volume  XII.  1858.  pp.  379.— Indian  Wars 
in  New  England;  Lexington,  Concord,  and 
Weston  Papers;  Records  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  East  Haddam,  Newbury,  Boston,  Hart- 
ford, and  Farmington,  Connecticut;  Church 
Records;  Epitaphs  at  Quincy,  Lebanon,  Con- 
necticut, and  Hull ;  Memoirs  of  Joseph  Boyse, 
and  Robert   Auchmuty;    Brinley's    Library, 

.  1713 ;  Governor  Dudley's  Library ;  Address, 
by  S.  G.  Drake  ;  General  Warren  and  Bunker's 
Hill ;  Patent  of  Canaan,  Connecticut ;  John 
Endicott's  Office ;  Funeral  Sermons ;  Memoir 
of  Sir  John  Burke ;  Scotch-Irish  Immigra- 
tion ;  Narrative  of  Colonel  Allan,  of  Maine ; 
Gleanings ;  Heraldry  in  America ;  Letter  of 
Jonathan  Parsons ;  Settlement  of  Estates  in 
Rhode  Island  ;  Suffolk  Wills. 

Volume  XIII.  1859.  pp.  387— Memoirs  of  Sir 
John  Bernard  Burke  and  William  Pyn- 
chon ;  Epitaphs  of  Stonington,  Connecticut ; 
Diary  of  Rev.  Jona.  Pierpont,  1682-1707;  Re- 
cords of  Sandwich,  Block  Island,  Rhode 
Island,  Hartford,  Maiden,  East  Haddam, 
Boston,  Taunton,  and  Nantucket ;  Petitions  of 
Brownists,  1592  ;  Suffolk  Wills ;  Prince's  Sub- 
scribers ;  Church  Records  of  Danvers,  Massa- 

'■  chusetts,  and  Farmington,  Connecticut ;  Will 
of  George  Denison ;  Reminiscences  of  Lafa- 
yette; Gleanings;  Ballad  on  Boston  Minis- 
ters, 1774;  Witchcraft  in  Maine;  Elegy  on 
Rev.  G.  Symmes,  1671  ;  Rev.  Robert  Jordan  ; 
Will  of  Joshua  Uncas,  1684;  Drary  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Dexter,  1720  ;  Memoir  of  Rev.  An- 
drew Le  Mercier. 

Volume  XIV.  1860.  pp.  390.  —  Memoirs  of 
Dr.  Henry  Bond,  and  Lemuel  Shattuck ;  Fort 
Pownall;  Records  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island, 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  Portland,  and  Hop- 
kinton,  Massachusetts ;  Diary  of  Rev.  S.  Dex- 


ter ;  Epitaphs  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts;  Suf- 
folk Wills;  Letter  of  James  Cudworth,  1634  ; 
Journal  of  Manassah  Cutler,  1788:  Elegv 
on  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  1678;  Mrs.  Turell's 
Recollections ;  Washington's  visit  to  Boston ; 
Prince's  Subscribers  ;  Letter  of  Mary  Carpen- 
ter, 1664  ;  Earthquake  of  1727  ;  Eliot  Tomb: 
Will  of  Governor  Bellingham ;  Massachusetts 
Currency;  Captives  in  1757;  List  of  Early 
Emigrants,  from  the  State  Paper  Office,  Lon- 
don. 
Volume  XV.  1861.  pp.  374. —Memoir  of 
Colonel  Thomas  Knolton ;  Cushing's  Re- 
cord of  Settlers  at  Hingham ;  List  of  Early 
Emigrants ;  Notes  on  the  Indian  Wars  of  New 
England ;  Journal  of  Rev.  M.  Cutler ;  Glean- 
ings; List  of  Deceased  Members  ;  Records  of 
Braintree,  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts,  Boston,  and  Wethersfield ;  Bi- 
bliographical Essay  on  the  Early  Collections  of 
Voyages  to  America  ;  Emigrants  to  Virginia. 
1635;  Epitaphs  at  Middletown,  Connecticut: 
Suffolk  Wills ;  Robert  Cusliman's  Sermon ; 
Diary  of  J.  Bumstead,  1722-1728  ;  Rowley, 
Massachusetts,  Tax  List,  1663  ;  Notes  of  Jon- 
athan Mitchell ;  Euos  Stone's  Journal,  1777 ; 
Chandler  Family  Epitaphs ;  Gleanings. 
This  volume  has  a  General  Index  of  Vol- 
umes XI-XV. 

Volume  XVI.  1862.  pp.  397. —Memoirs  of 
Nathan  Appleton,  Daniel  Messinger,  and  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh ;  Records  of  Wethersfield, 
Eastham,  Boston,  Dorchester,  Lancaster,  Port- 
land, and  Taunton  ;  Diaries  of  Daniel  Gookin, 
1779,  and  Robert  Calley,  1699-1765  ;  Sewall's 
Almanacs;  Petition  from  Boston,  1696;  Ad- 
dress by  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis;  Grantees  of 
Narragansett  Townships,  1735 ;  Dorchester 
Soldiers,  1690;  Will  of  Governor  Havnes  : 
History  of  the  New  England  Historic-Gene- 
alogical Society;  Members  of  the  old 
Church,  Topsfield  ;  French  War  Papers,  1758 ; 
Lexington  Address ;  Letter  of  Michael  Met- 
calf,  1636  ;  Letter  of  Cotton  Mather  concern- 
ing the  Wheelright  Deed;  Suffolk  Wills; 
Middlesex  Wills. 

Volume  XVII.  1863.  pp.  387.— Memoirs  of 
Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  Elkanah  Watson,  Rev. 
Michael  Wigglesworth,  S.  G.  Drake,  William 
Appleton,  and  A.  H.  Ward ;  Officers  at  the 
Battle  of  Lake  Erie ;  Rogers  Genealogy  and 
the  Candler  Manuscripts;  Records  of  Port- 
land, Taunton,  Lancaster,  and  Sudbury ; 
Gleanings  ;  Suffolk  Wills  ;  Notes  on  William 
Wentworth;  Address  by  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  ; 
Lane  Familv  Papers ;  Diary  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Chandler,  1755. 

Volume  XVIII.     1864.     pp.  409.— Memoirs  ot 
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General  David  Cobb,  William  Brewster,  Dr. 
Jonathan  Potts,  William  Wentworth,  Nahum 
Mitchell,  Sampson  Mason,  Henry  W.  Cush- 
man,  and  John  Barstow ;  Discovery  of  an  old 
Ship  at  Cape  Cod;  Records  of  Sudbury, 
Wethersfield,  Springfield,  Boston,  Woodstock, 
Connecticut,  and  Bradford,  Massachusetts ; 
Bunker's-hill  Monument;  Old  Church  at 
Quincy;  Address,  by  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis ;  Ex- 
tiacts  from  the  Book  of  Baptisms  at  Schenec- 
tady; Indian  Captives,  1G89;  Will  of  Herbert 
Pelham;  Maiden  Epitaphs;  Prince's  Subscrib- 
ers; Members  of  the  New  Brick  Church, 
Boston,  1722-1775;  Gleanings — Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Heraldry ;  Funeral  Sermons  ; 
Author  of  Massachusettensis  ;  Suffolk  Wills. 

Volume  XIX.  1865.  pp.  394.-  Memoirs  of 
Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  Hon.  James  F.  Baldwin, 
Gideon  F.  Thayer,  General  John  Brooks,  and 
James  Sullivan ;  Suffolk  Wills  ;  Records  of 
Bradford,  Boston,  Springfield,  Schenectady, 
Bristol  County,  North  Bridge-water,  Scituate 
and  Wethersfield;  Epitaphs  at  St.  John, 
NewT  Brunswick  ;  Diary  of  Mary  Fleet,  1755- 
1803  ;  Piisoners  in  Old  Mill  Prison  ;  Address, 
by  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  ;  Prince's  Subscribers; 
Letters  of  Governor  Belcher,  1731-1740;  Pe- 
tition of  Americans  in  London,  1774 ;  Pep- 
pered Manuscripts ;  First  Bank  in  Boston, 
1714;  Members  of  the  New  Brick  Church, 
Boston  ;  Cushing's  Diary,  1746  ;  John  Leach's 
Diary,  kept  in  Boston  Gaol,  1775 ;  Diary  of 
Ezekiel  Price,  1778  ;  Middlesex  Wills ;  Glean- 
ings. 

Volume  XX.  1866.  pp.  397.  —  Memoirs  of 
Rev.  Giles  Firmin,  General  Nathaniel  Lyon, 
Hon.  William  Jarvis,  and  Hon.  Jonathan 
Phillips;  Census  of  1726;  Diarv  of  John 
Tileston,  1775 ;  Memorial  of  New  England 
Merchants,  about  1725  :  Records  of  Wethers- 
field, Boston,  Lebanon,  Cbarlestown,  Schenec- 
tady, Hartford,  Chelsea,  and  Dartmouth ;  In- 
dian Treaties,  1751 ;  General  Officers  of  the 
Revolution;  Cromwell's  projected  visit  to 
New  England;  Date  of  Sudbury  Fight;  Ages 
of  Early  Settlers,  from  Depositions  on  file  in 
Suffolk-county ;  Address  by  Dr.  , Winslow 
Lewis ;  Widow  of  Rev.  John  Robinson  ; 
Will  of  William  Curtis ;  Prince's  Subscri- 
bers; Will  of  Richard  Mather;  Indian  Lan- 
guages of  America ;  American  War  Vessels ; 
Report  on  the  Sudbury  fight ;  Suffolk  Wills. 

Volume  XXI.  1867.  pp.  399.— Memoirs  of 
Daniel  Webster;  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder; 
Solomon  Piper,  General  Horatio  Gates,  and 
Hon.  Ebenezer  Lane;  Ancestry  of  George 
Washington  ;  Bibliography  of  Massachusetts; 
Journal  of  Rev.  Joseph  Baxter,  1717;  Records 


of  Warwick,  Massachusetts,  Schenectady, 
Dorchester,  and  Dartmouth ;  Epitaphs  at 
Orleans,  Massachusetts ;  Thomas  Gyles  and 
his  neighbours,  1669-1689;  Notes  on  Rev. 
John  Wheelright;  Address,  by  Hon.  John  A. 
Andrew. 

Volume  XXII.  1868.  pp.  500.— Memoirs  of 
Nathaniel  Curtis,  Rev.  John  Adams,  Grisell 
Gurney,  Hon.  Joshua  Henshaw,  W.  H.  Pres- 
cott,  Robert  Hooper,  Hon.  Stephen  M.  Weldr 
Gen.  Jedediah  Preble,  and  Jacob  Wendell; 
Marriage  Covenant  of  Richard  Scott ;  Will  of 
Dr.  John  Ward ;  Narragansett  Grantees  ;  Re- 
cords of  Newington,  New  Hampshire,  Dorches- 
ter, Dartmouth,  Milton,  Woodbridge,New  Jer- 
sey, and  Greenland,  New  Hampshire ;  Biblio- 
graphy of  Massachusetts ;  Louisburg  Expedi- 
tion, 1745  ;  Major  Thomas  Leonard ;  Address, 
by  Hon.  W.  H.  Tuthill,  at  New  Suffolk,  Long 
Island  ;  Vessels  of  War  built  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire. 

Historical  Collections   of   the    Essex   In- 
stitute. 
First  Series. 

Volume  I.  1859.  pp.  206.— Abstract  of  Wills, 
&c.  Essex-county ;  Loss  of  the  Ship  Friend- 
ship, 1831  ;  Records  of  Births,  &c.  Salem ; 
Church  Records  of  Rev.  John  Fiske  ;  Mem- 
oirs of  Rev.  Joseph  Green,  Rev.  Peter  Clark, 
and  Rev.  Benjamin  Wadsworth;  Salem  Com- 
merce and  Philip  English  ;  Planters  at  Salem 
before  1628  ;  Genealogy  of  the  Ingersolls. 

Volume  II.  1860.  pp.  310.— Salem  Locali- 
ties ;  Essex  Wills;  Philip  English  ;  The  Very 
Family;  Old  Planters'  House ;  Salem  Re- 
cords ;  Notes  on  American  Currency ;  Trial 
of  George  Jacob,  1692;  Salem  Privateers, 
1812 ;  Rev.  John  Higginson's  Dying  Testi- 
mony, 1708;  The  Salem  arid  Danvers  Acque- 
duct ;  Hopkins  Genealogy ;  Notes  on  the  Pro- 
bate Officers  for  Essex-county ;  Salem  Custom 
House,  1767 ;  Journal  of  Samuel  Gardner, 
1759  ;  First  Voyage  to  Japan,  1799. 

Volume  III.  1861.  pp.  298.— Essex  Probate 
Officers  ;  Salem  Records ;  Philip  English  and 
the  Witch  Trials ;  Nichols'  Genealogy ;  Me- 
moir of  Alonzo  Lewis ;  Essex  Lodge  of  Free- 
masons; Essex  Wills  ;  Crafts'  Journal  of  the 
Siege  of  Boston;  Holyoke  Family ;  Massacre 
at  Fort  Wiliiam  Henry,  1757  ;  Journal  of  Gib- 
son Clough,  1759-60  ;  American  Currency ; 
Derby  Family ;  Letters  from  G.  Curwin  in 
the  Louisburg  Expedition,  1745  ;  Memoir  of 
Thomas.  Maule;  The  Howard-street  Church, 
Salem. 

Volume   IV.     1862.     pp.    289.— Salem    Com- 
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mon  ;  Records  of  Rowley ;  Essex  Wills  ;  Notes 
on  Captain  Kidd  ;  Prosecution  of  Ann  Pu- 
deator,  1692;  Salem  Records;  Letter  of 
the  Salem  Church  to  Andover  and  Methuen, 
1734 ;  Book  of  Salem  Grants ;  Essex  Probate 
Office ;  Balch  Family ;  Whipple's  Records, 
1725-1738 ;  Puritans  and  Separatists  con- 
trasted ;  History  of  Rockport ;  Philosophi- 
cal Library  at  Salem ;  Will  of  Anne  Brad- 
street  ;  Memoir  of  William  Symmes ;  Notes 
on  Ipswich  and  Hamilton ;  Journal  of  Samuel 
Page,  1779. 

Volume  V.  1863.  pp.  289.— Journal  of  Sam- 
uel Page,  1779  ;  Rowley  Records ;  Deaths  at 
Beverly,  1732-1761  ;  Memoir  of  Benjamin 
Gerrish ;  American  Currency ;  Higginson 
Family;  Essex  Wills;  Memoir  of  Genera! 
John  Glover;  Who  was  the  first  Governor  of 
Massacbusetts?;  Rantoul  Family;  Lynn  Re- 
cords ;  Popham  Celebration  ;  Ward  Family  ; 
Book  of  Salem  Grants ;  Lynnfield  Church 
Records  ;  Forts  on  Salem  Neck. 

Volume  VI.  1864;  pp. .  274.— Memoirs  of  D. 
A.  White ;  Rantoul's  Reminiscences  ;  Rowley 
Records ;  Account  of  the  Essex  Historical  So- 
ciety; Salem  and  Danvers  Acqueduct  Com- 
pany ;  Wenham  Records  ;  Lynn  Records  ;  Old 
Houses  in  Salem  ;  Records  at  Ipswich  Ham- 
let; Ipswich  Records;  Notes  .on  Wenham 
Pond;  Hale's  Records;  Memoir  of  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Ward ;  History  of  Ship-building  at 
Salem  ;  Book  of  Salem  Grants  ;  Craft's  Jour- 
nal of  the  Siege  of  Louisburg,  1745 ;  The 
Washington  Rangers  of  Salem ;  Baptisms  at 
the  First  Church,  Salem ;  Memoir  of  Captain 
William  Nichols ;  Lang  Family;  Baptisms  at 
South  Danvers,  1714-1756. 

Volume  VII.  1865.  pp.  287.  —  Lynn  Re- 
cords ;  Baptisms  First  Church,  Salem ;  Es- 
sex-county Court  Records,  1637  ;  Ropes  Gen- 
ealogy ;  South  Danvers  Baptisms ;  Memoir 
of  George  A.  Ward ;  Jersey  Families ;  Nar- 
rative of  Major  Thompson  Maxwell ;  Higgin- 
son Papers,  1708-9  ;  Ship-building  in  Salem; 
Memoir  of  Rev.  Stillman  Barclen ;  Bray  Fam- 
ily; Upton  Family. 

Volume  VIII.  1868.  pp.  267.— The  Munici- 
pal Seal  of  Salem;  Baptisms  in  the  First 
Church,  Salem ;  Witchcraft  Papers ;  Suit 
about  the  New  Mill,  in  1664  ;  New  England 
Almanacs;  Brown  Genealogy;  Ropes  Fami- 
ly ;  Essex-county  Court  Records ;  Salem  and 
Danvers  Association  for  the  Detection  of  Rob- 
bers ;  Memoir  of  Rev.  Joseph  Green ;  The 
First  Governor  of  Massachusetts ;  Pope  Fam- 
ily ;  The  Cod  in  Massachusetts  History ; 
Becket    Family;    Algonquin    Names;    Fiske 


Genealogy  ;   Journal   of    a  Western  Trip,  in 
1817  ;  Old  Houses. 

Second  Series. 

Volume  I.  Part  I.  1868.  pp.  242.— Town 
Records  of  Salem,  1634-1659. 

Volume  I.  Part  II.     1869.     pp.  132.— Memoir 

of  Francis   Peabody ;    Early   New  England 
Papers,  from  the  English  Archives ;  Deaths  in 
Salem,  1781-1835  ;  Roj)es  Geneology. 
Note.  —  The  first  eight  volumes  are  small  quar- 
to ;  the  New  Series  is  of  octavo  volumes. 

Publications   op   the    American   Antiqua- 
rian Society. 

Archceologia  Americana.  Translations  and 
Collections  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Socie- 
ty, Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Volume  I.  1820.  pp.  436. — Hennepin's  Dis- 
covery of  the  Mississippi;  Atwater's  Descrip- 
tion of  Antiquities  discovered  in  Ohio;  Mitch- 
ill's  Description  of  an  Indian  Mummy  ;  Ac- 
count of  Caves  in  Kentucky  and  Indiana  ; 
Account  of  the  Caribs. 

Volume  II.  1836.  pp.  573. — Memoir  of  Isaiah 
Thomas ;  Gallatin's  Synopsis  of  the  Indian 
Tribes;  Gookin's  Account  of  the  Christian 
Indians  of  New  England ;  Description  of  a 
leaden  Medal  found  in  Ohio,;  Description  of 
the  Ruins  of  Copan,  in  Central  America; 
Memoir  of  C.  C.  Baldwin. 

Volume  III.  1857.  pp.  378. — Records  of  the 
Company  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  the 
Embarkation  of  Winthrop ;  Diaries  of  John 
Hull ;  Memoirs  of  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 
and  Hon.  John  Davis. 

Volume  IV.  1860.  pp.  355. — Original  Docu- 
ments relating  to  Raleigh's  Colony  and  the 
Colony  at  Jamestown  ;  Wingfield's  Discourse 
of  Virginia;  Joselvn's  New  England  Rari: 
ties  Discovered ;  Narrative  of  a  Voyage  to 
Spitzbergen,  in  1613 ;  Life  of  Sir  Ralph  Lane  ; 
Memoir  of  S  imuel  Jennison. 

Allied  Works. — Massachusetts. 

I. — Records  of  the  Massachusetts  Oolonu.  Large 
quarto.     Published  by  the  Legislature. 

Volumes  I-III,  Volume  IV — two  parts — Volumes 
V  and  VI.  1629-1686.     Published  in  1853-4. 

II. — Records  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  Twelve 
volumes.    1633-1697.    Published  in  1854-1861. 

III. — Hutchinson's  History  of  Massachusetts 
Two  volumes,  three  Editions,  and  a  third  volume 
published  in  1828. 

IV. — Alden  Bradford's  History,  Two  volumes. 
1822,  1825. 
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V. — Abiel   Holmes's  Annals,   Two  volumes, 
1829. 

VI. — George  R.  Minot's  History,  Two  volumes. 
1798,  1803. 

VII. — J.  S.  Barrv's   History,  Three   volumes. 
1855-1857. 

VIII. — J.    G.  Palfrey's   History,    3    volumes. 
1858-1864. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Historical    Society's  Publi- 
cations. 

Volume  I.  1827.  pp.  163.— Reprint  of  Roger 
Williams  Key  into  the  Language  of  America, 
with  a  sketch  of  the  Author. 

Volume  II.  1835.  pp.  278. — Gorton's  Sim- 
plicity''s  Defence  against  Seven-headed  Policy. 
Edited  by  W.  R.  Staples. 

Volume  III.  1835.  pp.  315.— Potter's  His- 
tory of  Narragansett. 

Volume  IV.  1838.  pp.  270.— Reprint  of  Rev. 
John  Callendar's  Historical  Discourse,  1739 ; 
Memoir  of  Callendar;  Charter  granted  in 
1663,  and  other  notes. 

Volume  V.  1843.  pp.  670.— History  of  Pro- 
vidence, by  "William  R.  Staples. 

Volume  VI.  1867.  pp.  380.— Captain  Thay- 
er's Journal  of  the  Invasion  of  Canada,  in 
1775,  edited  by  Edwin  M.  Stone;  Revolution- 
ary Correspondence,  1775  to  1782;  History  of 
the  Baptists  in  Rhode  Island,  by  Rev.  Morgan 
Edwards. 

Allied  Works. — Rhode  Island. 

I. — Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantation,  1636-1792,  ten  vol- 
umes. Published  by  order  of  the  Legislature, 
in  1856-1865. 

II. — Samuel  G.  Arnold's  History,  Two  volumes, 
1859-1860. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Collections   of   the  Connecticut  Histori- 
cal  Society. 

Volume  I.  1860.  pp.  332.— Two  Sermons,  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  and  his  Letter  to  George 
Winthrop,  1638  ;  Trial  of  Ezekiel  Cheever, 
1649;  Reprint  of  Bulkeley's  People's  Right 
of  Election,  1649;  Connecticut  Vindicated, 
1694;  Wolcott's  Journal  at  the  Siege  of 
Louisburg,  1745;  Ticonderoga  Expedition 
and  French's  Journal,  1775-6  ;  Putnam's  Let- 
ter   relative   to   the    Battle   of    Bunker-hill, 


1825;  Connecticut's  Public  Seal;  Corres- 
pondence with  the  British  Government,  1755- 
1758. 

Allied  Works. 

I. — Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut,  1636- 
1706,  Four  volumes.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Trumbull 
and  C.  J.  Hoadlv.  Published  by  Authoritv  of 
the  Legislature,  1850-1868. 

II. — Records  ot  New  Haven  Colony,  1638- 
1665.  Two  volumes.  Edited  by  C.  J.  Hoadly,  and 
published    by   authoritv    of   the     Legislature, 

1857-8. 


NEW  YORK. 

Collections  of  the  New  York  Historical 

Society. 

First  Series.* 

Volume  I.  1811.  pp.  428. — Discourse,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Miller ;  Relation  of  Verrazzano;  Hud- 
son's Voyages,  1607-10,  from  Purchas;  New 
York  Documents,  from  Hazard's  Collections ; 
Book  of  Laws,  1665,  for  the  Territories  of  the 
Duke  of  York. 

Volume  II.  1814.  pp.  358  and  149.— Dis- 
courses by  Dr.  Williamson,  Hon.  DeWitt 
Clinton,  Hon.  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  Dr. 
Samuel  L.  •Mitchill ;  Reprint  of  An  Account 
of  De  La  Salle's  Last  Expedition,  1698 ; 
Translation  of  a  History  of  New  Sweed 
Land,  1702  ;  Catalogue  of  the  Library,  &c, 
of  the  Society. 

Volume  III.  1821.  pp.  404. — Discourses  by 
Hon.  Gouveneur  Morris,  Gulian  C.  Ver- 
planck,  Dr.  David  Hosack,  Rev.  Samuel  F. 
Jarvis,  and  Henry  Wheaton ;  Memoir  of  Dr. 
Hugh  Williamson;  Extract  from  the  Mary- 
land Records,  1659,  concerning  the  Dutch ; 
Notes  on  American  Medals,  by  Dr  J.  Mease. 

Volume  IV.  1829.  pp.  320.— Mstiry  of  the 
Peovincs  of  New  York  until  A.D.  1762,  by 
Hon.  William  Smith. 

Volume  V.  1829.  pp.  308.— Part  Second  of 
Smith's  History. 

Second  Series. 

Volume  I.  1841.  pp.  486.  —  Discourses  by 
Hon.  James  Kent ;  Verrazzano's  Voyage ; 
Lambrechtsen's  History  of  New  Netherlands ; 
Van  Der  Donk's  Description,  1656  ;  De  Vries's 
Voyages,  1632;  De  Laet's  New  World  ;  Juet's 
Journal,  (from  Purchas)  ;  Dermer's  Letters, 
(from  Purchas) ;  Argall's   Expedition,  1613 ; 

*  The  title  pages  vary  slightly,  as  the  volumes  have  beea 
reprinted. 
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Extract  from  Letter  Book  ;  Charter  of  Liber- 
ties, 1629;  List  of  Church.  Members,  1686; 
History  of  New  Sweden,  by  Rev.  J.  Acrelius; 
Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Governors ;  Sketch  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Volume  II.  1848-9.  pp.  493.— (In  two  parts 
paged  consecutively).  —  Butler's  Address ; 
Benson's  Memoir  on  Names ;  De  Nonville's 
Expedition  against  the  Senecas,  in  1687;  Gov- 
ernor Colden's  Correspondence  regarding 
Smith's  History ;  Letter  of  Edmund  Burke ; 
Remarks  on  the  English  Expedition  to  Dan- 
bury,  in  1777;  Letter  from  C.  Lodwick,  1692, 
about  New  York ;  Representation  of  New 
Netherland,  1650  ;  Letter  from  De  Rasieres, 
1627;  Hudson's  Voyage  in  1609 ;  King's  His- 
tory of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce ;  Table  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  War  of  1812 ;  Memoirs  of  Theophilus 
Eaton. 

Volume  III.  1857.  pp.  358.— De  Vries's  Voy- 
ages, 1632-1644 ;  Sketch  of  the  Mohawk  In- 
dians in  1644  ;  Indian  Narratives,  by  Joques, 
1636 ;  Extract  from  Castell's  Discovery  of 
America,  1644 ;  Broad  Advice  to  the  United 
Netherland  Provinces,  1649 ;  Extract  from 
Wagenaar's  Amsterdam,  1760;  Seven  Articles 
from  the  Church  of  Leyden,  about  Emigrating, 
1617;  Negotiatious  between  New  England 
and  Canada,  1648-51  ;  Proceeding  of  the  first 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  1619. 

Volume  IV.  1859.  pp.  653.  —  Catalogue  of 
the  Printed  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society. 

Third  Series. — (Publication  Fund.) 

Volome  I.  1868.  pp.  458.— The  Continua- 
tion of  Chalmer's  Politial  Annals ;  The  Col- 
den  Letters  ;  Documents  relating  to  Leisler's 
Administration. 

Allied  Works. 

I. — Documents  relative  to  the  Colonial  His- 
tory of  the  State  of  New  York,  procured  in 
Holland,  England  and  France,  by  John  Ro- 
meyn  Brodhead.  Published  by  Authority  of 
the  Legislate,  1856-1861.  Ten  volumes,  large 
quarto,  and  one  volume  of  Index. 

II. — The  Documentary  History  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  arranged  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  by  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan. 
Four  volumes,  large  quarto,  1850-1851. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Collections  op  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society. 

Volume  I.     1846.     pp.  342. — History  of  East 


Jersey,  until  A.D.  1702,  by  W.  A.  Whitehead. 

With  an  Appendix  containing  George  Scot's 
Model  of  the  Government  of  East  New  Jersey  in 
America,  1685. 

Volume  II.  1847.  pp.  272.— The  Life  of  Wil- 
liam Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  ?jy  his  grand- 
son, Dr.  W.  A.  Duer. 

Volume  III.  1849.  pp.  311.— The  Provincial 
Courts  of  New  Jersey,  with  Sketches  of  the 
Bench  and  Bar,  by  Richard  S.  Field. 

Volume  IV.  1852.  pp.  336.— The  Papers  of 
Lewis  Morris,  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Jersey  from  1738  to  1746. 

Volume  V.  1858.  pp.  504. — An  Analytical 
Index  to  the  Colonial  Documents  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  the  State  Paper  Offices  of  England. 
Compiled  by  Henry  Stevens.  Edited,  with 
Notes  and  References  to  printed  works  and 
manuscripts  in  other  Depositories,  by  W.  A. 
Whitehead. 

Volume  VI.  1864.  pp.  294.— Records  of  the 
Town  of  Newark,  from  1666  to  its  incorpora- 
tion as  a  City,  in  1836. 

Proceedings  op  the  Society. 
Volume  I.  contains — Proceedings  of  Meetings 
at  Trenton  to  organize  the  Society,  January 
and  February,  1845  ;  Proceedings  at  Newark, 
May  7th,  1845  ;  Discourse  by  Charles  King, 
Esq. ;  Proceedings  at  Trenton,  September 
4th,  1845;  Journal  of  Captain  John  Schuy- 
ler, on  an  Expedition  to  Canada,  in  August, 
1690;  Three  Letters  from  Rev.  Samuel  Da- 
vies,  President  of  Princeton  College,  1759- 
60  ;  Address  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.; 
Proceedings  at  New  Brunswick,  November 
6th,  1845 ;  Three  letters  from  Governor 
Franklin  to  his  Father,  June  and  October, 
1767,  and  May,  1759  ;  Letter  from  William 
Strahan,  London,  1766;  Proceedings  at  Tren- 
ton, January  15th,  1846  ;  Letter  from  Lord 
Cornbury  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Bergen,  1706; 
Proceedings  at  Burlington,  May  7th,  1846  ; 
Letter  from  William  Dockwra,  Proprietaries' 
Register,  to  Governor  Andrew  Hamilton, 
April  1st,  1693  ;  An  Account  of  a  Journey 
in  the  Southern  States  in  1781,  by  Abel 
Thomas  ;  An  Account  of  the  capture  and 
death  of  the  refugee  John  Bacon,  by  George 
F.  Fort,  M.D.;  Extracts  from  a  Paper  on  the 
Discovery  and  Settlement  of  Monmouth-coun- 
ty,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Marcellus  ;  Proceedings  at 
Salem,  September  3d,  1846  ;  Corrections  of 
errors  in  Mr.  King's  Discourse ;  Exports  of 
Salem-county  ;  Criminal  Statistics  of  Essex 
County;  Proceedings  of  the  Committee-  of 
of  Freehold  and  Shrewsbury,  on  the  opening 
of  the  Revolution  ;  Index. 
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"Volume  II.  contains— Proceedings  of  Society 
at  Elizabethtown,  November  5th,  1846  ; 
Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  New  York, 
December,  1675,  to  December,  1678,  in  rela- 
tioa  to  the  settlement  and  jurisdiction  of  Ma- 
jor John  Fenwick,  in  "West  Jersey;  Journal  of 
Lieutenant  William  Barton,  during  Sullivan's 
Expedition  against  the  Indians,  in  1779  ; 
Extracts  from  Journal  of  Doctor  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  during  the  same  Expedition  ;  Pro- 
ceedings at  Newark,  May  27th,  1847  ;  Sec- 
ond Annual  Address,  by  Joseph  C.  Horn- 
blower,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the  Society; 
Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  27th,  1847  ; 
Diary  of  Events  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  from 
March  20th  to  April  20th,  1780,  during  the 
Siege  by  the  British,  by  Samuel  Baldwin; 
Proceedings  at  New  Brunswick.  June  25th, 
1847;  Journal  of  an  Expedition  to  Canada, 
in  1776,  by  Lieut,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  ot  the 
New  Jersey  Forces ;  Proceedings  at  Free- 
hold, September  16th,  1847  ;  Letter  from 
Richard  Stockton  to  Robert  Ogden,  about 
public  affairs,  1765  ;  Index. 

Volume  III.  contains — Proceedings  of  the  So- 
cie:y  at  Trenton,  January  20th,  1848  ;  Letter 
from  James  Logan  to  Colonel  Cox,  June, 
1719,  relative  to  the  Dividing  line  of  East 
and  West  Jersey  ;  Journal  of  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, (continued  from  Vol.  II.)  ;  Proceedings 
at  Newark,  May  25th,  1848  ;  Letter  from  Da- 
vid Ogden,  February  20th,  1767,  to  the  Claim- 
ants under  Indian  Purchases ;  Memoir  of 
Rev.  James  Caldwell,  by  Rev.  Nicholas  Mur- 
ray, D.D.;  Extract  from  a  Diary  of  Mr.  Jacob 
:Spicer,  1757  ;  A  brief  Account  of  the  Swed- 
ish Mission  in  Racoon  and  Penn's  Neck,  by 
Rev.  Nicholas  Collin,  D.  D  ;  Proceedings  at 
Princeton,  September  27th,  1848  ;  A  Biogra- 
phical Sketch  of  Governor  William  Franklin, 
by  William  A.  Whitehead  ;  Proceedings  at 
Trenton,  January  18th,  1849.— Letter  from 
Governor  Franklin  to  his  Father,  December 
24th,  1774  ;  Journal  of  Major  William  Gould 
during  an  Expedition  into  Pennsylvania, 
1795;  Index. 

Volume  IV.  contains — Proceedings  of  meeting 
at  Newark,  May  17th,  1849  ;  Memoir  of  Gov- 
ernor Lewis  Morris,  by  Rev.  Robert  David- 
son, D.  D.;  Census  of  Northampton,  Burling- 
ton County,  1709  ;  List  of  Judges,  Clerks, 
Sheriffs,  Surrogates  and  Attorneys  of  Salem- 
County,  from  the  settlement ;  Memoir  of  John 
Fenwick,  chief  Proprietor  of  Salem  Tenth, 
by  Robert  G.  Johnson  ;  Letters  from  William 
Strahan  to  David  Hall,  describing  the  trial  of 
John  Wilkes;  Proceeding  of  meetings  at 
Freehold,  September,  1849;  State  of  Relig- 
ion  in  the  Provinces  of  East  and  West  Jer- 


sey, in  1700  ;  The  Battle  of  Monmouth  Court 
House,  by  Charles  King,  Esq.  ;  Letters  from 
William  Peartree  Smith,  to  Elias  Boudinot ; 
Proceedings  of  Meetings  at  Trenton,  January 
17th,  1850  ;  Letter  from  Rev.  Uzal  Ogden, 
Missionary  to  Sussex-county,  July,  1771  ; 
Lease  for  a  year  from  Dame  Elizabeth  Car- 
teret, to  the  Twelve  Proprietors,  for  East 
Jersey;  The  Aborigines  of  New  Jersey,  by 
Archer  Gifford,  Esq. ;  Index. 

Volume  V.  contains — Proceedings  of  meeting 
at  Newark,  May  16th,  1850;  Letter  of  Major- 
general  Boron  Steuben  to  Officers  of  the  New 
Jersey  Line,  July  19th,  1793  ;  Tables  of  the 
Sittings  of  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  and 
names  of  members  ;  Orders  of  Generals 
Schuyler  and  Sullivan  to  Colonel  Jonathan 
Dayton,  1776 ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at 
Morristown,  September  12th,  1850;  The 
Robbery  of  the  Treasury  in  1768,  by  W. 
A.  Whitehead ;  The  Hollanders  in  New  Jer- 
sey, by  Rev.  Abraham  Messier,  D.  D.  ;  Pro- 
ceedings of  meeting  at  Trenton,  January  22d, 
1851  ;  The  American  Union,  and  the  Perils 
to  which  it  has  been  exposed ;  by  J.  P.  Brad- 
ley, Esq, — Letters  of  Joseph  SherwTood,  Pro- 
vincial Agent ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at 
Newark,  May  15th,  1851 ;  Letter  from  Major 
F.  Barber,  1776  ;  Letter  from  Joseph  Ship- 
pen,  Jun.,  1752  ;  Selections  from  Correspond- 
ence of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling; 
Index. 

Volume  VI.  contains — Proceedings  of  meeting 
at'  Somerville,  September  11th,  1851  ;  Letter 
from  Robert  Morris,  1781;  Journal  of  An- 
drew Bell,  Secretary  of  General  Clinton,  kept 
during  the  march  of  the  British  Army  through 
New  Jersey,  in  1778  ;  Inquiry  into  the  loca- 
tion of  Mount  Ployden,  by  Rev.  George  C. 
Schanck  ;  Review7  of  the  Trial  of  the  Rev. 
William  Tennent,  in  1742,  by  Richard  S. 
Field ;  Selections  from  Correspondence  of 
William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  in  1755; 
Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Trenton,  January 
15th,  1852  ;  Selections  from  Correspondence 
of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  in 
1755 ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Newark, 
May  25th,  1852  ;  The  Uses  and  Benefits  of 
Historical  Societies,  by  Hon.  Theodore  Fre- 
linghuysen,  LL.  D.  ;  Selections  from  Corres- 
pondence of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stir- 
ling, in  1755 ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at 
New  Brunswick,  September  8th,  1852;  De- 
scription of  site  of  F(  rt  Nassau  on  the  Dela- 
ware; by  Edward  Armstrong;  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Insurrection  of  1794,  by  Rev.  James 
Cainahan,  D.  D.  ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at 
Trenton,  January  15th,  1853  ;  Report  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  on  the  Belcher  Pa- 
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pers  ;  Report  of  Committee  authorized  to  ex- 
amine supposed  site  of  Fort  Nassau;  The 
Discovery  of  the  Northmen :  by  Charles  C. 
Rafn,  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Northern 
Antiquaries ;  The  History  and  Location  of 
Fort  Nassau  on  the  Delaware,  by  Edward 
Armstrong;  Index. 

Volume  VII.  contains — Proceedings  of  meet- 
ing at  Newark,  May  19th,  1853  ;  Letter  from 
Tierwin,  "ye  Sachem  of  Pau,''  relative  to 
"Cooks  of  Doging,"  in  Collections,  Volume 
I.;  Biographical  Sketch  of  General  William 
Winds,  by  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Tuttell ;  Selections 
from  Correspondence  of  William  Alexander, 
Earl  of  Stirling,  Major-general  serving  in  the 
Revolution  ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Tren- 
ton, January  19th,  1854;  Proceedings  on  an- 
nouncement of  Death  of  Hon.  James  G.  King; 
"  The  Iron  State,  its  natural  Position,  Power, 
"and  Wealth";  an  Address,  by  Hon.  Jacob  W. 
Miller;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Newark, 
May  18th,  1854;  Diary  of  Joseph  Clark,  at- 
tached to  the  Continental  Army,  from  May, 
1778,  to  November,  1779;  Proceedings  of 
meeting    at    Trenton,  January   18th,  1855  ; 

,  Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Hopkins  to  Rev.  Dr. 
Bellamy,  July  20th,  1758 ;  Proceedings  of 
meeting  at  Newark,  May  17th,  1656;  Index. 

Volume  VIII.  contains — Proceedings  of  meet- 
ing at  Trenton,  January  17th,  1856  ;  Draw- 
ings and  Papers  of  Robert  Fulton,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Society ;  Account  of  the  Es- 
tablishment at  Morristown  of  the  First  Aca- 
demy, Library,  and  Printing  Press  ,  Proceed- 
ings of  meeting  at  Newark,  May  15th,  1856; 
Supplement  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation  ; 
Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Jersey  City,  Sep- 
tember 25th,  1856  ,  Extracts  of  Manuscripts 
of  Samuel  Smith ;  Proceedings  of  meeting 
at  Trenton,  January  15th,  1857;  Proceedings 
of  meeting  at  Newark,  May  21st,  1857  ;  Field 
and  Staff  Officers,  New  Jersey  Regiments 
in  Revolution ;  Appointment  of  Nathaniel 
Jones  as  Chief-justice,  in  1759,  W.  A.  White- 
head ;  Journal  of  Captain  David  Ford,  dur- 
ing the  Expedition  into  Pennsylvania,  in 
1794  ;  Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Trenton, 
January  21st,  1858.;  Proposals  of  Colonel 
Mawhood  to  the  Militia  of  Salem-county,  in 
1778,  and  answer  of  Colonel  Hand  ;  Female 
Suffrage  in  New  Jersey,  by  W.  A.  Whitehead; 
Brief  History  of  the  Boundary  Disputes  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Jersey,  by  Hon. 
James  Parker ;  Staten  Island  part  of  New 
Jersey  ;  Proceedings  ot  meeting  at  Newark, 
May  20th,  1858  ;  Extract  from  the  Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Isaac  Bangs;  Proceedings  of  meet- 
ing at  Trenton,  January  20th,  1859.  Pro- 
ceedings of  meeting   at   Newark,  May  19th, 


1859;  The  Circumstances  leading  to  the  Es- 
tablishment, in  1769,  of  the  Northern  Bound- 
ary Line  between  New  Jersey  and  New  York, 
by  W.  A.  Whitehead  ;  Index. 

Volume  IX.  contains — Proceedings  at  Trenton, 
January  19th,  1880;  Extracts  from  Manu- 
scripts of  Samuel  Smith;  Marriages  of 
Friends  in  Philadelphia,  1682-1714:  Proceed- 
ings of  meeting  at  Newark,  May  17th,  1860; 
Origin  of  the  name  "  Pavonia,"  by  Solo- 
mon Alofsen  ;  Memoir  of  Samuel  G.  Smith, 
by  John  Jay  Smith  ;  Project  for  raising  mo- 
ney, in  1716,  by  William  Pinhorne  ;  Proceed- 
ings at  Trenton,  January  17th,  1861;  Ex- 
tracts from  the  minutes  of  New  Jersey  Su- 
preme Court,  1765  ;  Battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  by  C.  C.  Haven  ;  Proceedings  at 
Trenton,  January  16th,  1862  ;  Announcement 
of  Deaths  of  Rev.  Dr.  Murray  and  John  P. 
Jackson,  Esqr.  ;  Memoranda  relating  to  Dr. 
Franklin's  Administration  of  the  Colonial 
Post-office ;  Memoir  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Staf- 
ford and  her  times  ;  "  Proprietors1  Order" 
respecting  "  Perth  Touue,"  1683;  Affairs  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  under  the  Joint 
Governors,  by  Cadwallader  Colden  ;  Letter 
to  Governor  Franklin  from  Hon.  H.  S.  Con- 
way; Under-Secretary  of  State,  1765;  Pro- 
ceedings at  Newark.  May  15th,  1862  ;  Steam- 
boat controversv  between  Ntw  York  and  New 
Jersey,  1811  to  1824,  by  John  D.  Ward.  Pro- 
ceedings at  Trenton,  J muary  15th  1863  ; 
Scandinavian  Settlements  in  New  Jersey; 
Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  21,  1864  ;  Pro- 
ceedings at  Trenton,  January  21, 1864  ;  Pa- 
pers of  General  Elias  Dayton  ;  Proceedings 
at  Newark,  May  19th,  1864  ;    Index. 

Volume  X.  contains — Proceedings  at  >  renton, 
January  19th,  1865  ;  Address  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower, 
LL.  D.,  of  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field  ;  Pro- 
ceedings at  Newark,  May  18th,  I860  ;  Sketch 
of  the  McWhorter  iamily,  in  New  Jersey,  by 
George  C.  McWhorter;  Proceedings  at  Tren- 
ton, January  18th,  1866  ;  Description  of  an 
Ancient  Brass  Tobacco  box,  by  S.  Aloften  ; 
Instructions  of  Freeholders  of  Hunterdon 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  County,  1771  ; 
Papers  on  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  New  Jer- 
sey, by  W.  A.  Whitehead  ;  Proceedings  at 
Newark,  May  17th,  1866  ;  Communication 
from  Asher  Taylor  on  the  derivation  ot' 
"  Neversink  ;  "  Letter  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin from  the  House  of  Assembly  oi'  New  Jer- 
sey, December  7th,  1769;  Account  of  the 
Portrait  of  Aaron  Burr,  in  the  possession  of 
Society,  by  David  A.  Hayes;  Objections  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
submitted  to  Congress,  June  23d,  1778  ;    Re- 
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port  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  States  at 
Annapolis,  September  14th,  1786,  relative  to  a 
better  system  of  government  for  the  States  ; 
Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Society ;  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  December,  1866  ;  Index. 

Second  Series. 

Volume  I.,  contains — Proceedings  at  Trenton, 
January  17th,  1867  ;  Presentation  of  Sword 
of  General  James  Giles  of  the  Revolutionary 
Army  ;  by  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Carpenter,  with 
a  sketch  of  his  Life,  by  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer. 
Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  16th,  1867 ; 
Pedigree  of  Governor  Philip  Carteret;  Sta- 
ten  Island  and  the  New  Jersey  Boundary ; 
Regimental  Returns,  December,  1776  ;  Letter 
from  David  Ogden,  of  Newark,  to  Philip 
Kearney,  of  Perth  Amboy,  relative  to  the  re- 
sumption of  legal  business  without  Stamps,  in 
1766;  Proceedingsat  Trenton,  Janvary  16th, 
1868 ;  Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  22d, 
1868;  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Libra- 
ry, respecting  the  MS. — Minutes  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society ;  Correspondence  relative  to  a  De 
Fleury  Medal  found  at  Trenton  ;  Inscriptions 
on  Tomb-stones  in  Topanemus  Graveyard ; 
Letter  from  General  George  Washington  to 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  ;  Notes  on  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  written  August,  1776,  by 
John  Rutherford  ;  Officers  of  Colonel  Peter 
Schuyler's  Regiment,  1759;  Proceedings  at 
Trenton,  January  21st,  1869  ;  Address  on  the 
Life  and  Character  of  Hon.  James  Parker,  by 
Hon.  Richard  S.  Field  ;  Proceedings  at  New- 
ark, May  51st,  1869  ;  Paper,  or  some  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  settlement 
of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  by  W.  A.  White- 
head;  Index. 

PENNS  YL  VAN  I  A. 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society's  Memoirs. 

Volume  I.  Part  I.  1826.  pp.  228.— Inaugu- 
ral Address,  by  William  Rawle ;  Memoir  on 
the  Locality  of  Penn's  Treaty  with  the  In- 
dians ;  Notes  on  the  Provincial  Literature  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Controversy  between  Penn  and 
Lord  Baltimore ;  Original  Letters  from  Wil- 
liam Penn. 

Volume  I.  Part  II,  paging  from  232-430.— 
Papers  relative  to  Washington's  Valedictory 
Address  ;  Vindication  of  Heckewelder's  His- 
tory ;  Account  of  the  towns  of  Buckingham 
and  Solebury;  On  the  Discovery  of  Anthra- 
cite Coal ;  The  Medical  History  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Notes  on  Negro  Slavery  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Memoirs  of  Robert  Proud  and  Sir 
William  Keith ;  Original  Letters  of  William 
Penn. 


Volume  II.  Part  I.  1827,  pp.  247. — Anniversa- 
ry Discourse  by  Roberts  Vaux;  Communication 
from  Roberts  Vaux,  on  the  subject  of  two  med- 
als struck  in  Philadelphia,  in  1757  ;  Narrative 
of  an  embassy  to  the  Western  Indians,  from 
the  original  MS.  of  Hendrick  Aupaumut,  with 
prefatory  remarks  by  Dr.  B.  H.  Coates;  an 
account  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Dunkers  at 
Ephrata,  in  Lancaster-county,  Penn.,  by  Red- 
mond Conyngham,  with  a  Short  History  of 
that  Religious  Society,  by  the  late  Rev.  Chris- 
tian Endress ;  History  of  the  Introduction  of 
Anthracite  Coal  into  Pennsylvania,  by  Erskine 
Hazard,  ahd  a  Letter  from  Jesse  Fell,  on  the 
discovery  and  first  use  of  Authracite  in  the 
Valley  of  Wyoming  ;  Sketckes  of  the  History 
of  Byberry,  by  Isaac  Cornly  ;  an  historical  an- 
ecdote of  Mr.  John  Harris,  Sen.,  who  was  the 
first  person  of  European  origin  that  settled  on. 
the  spot  where  Harrisburg  now  stands,  by  Sam- 
uel Breck;  Instructions  given  by  William  Penn, 
in  1681,  to  his  Commissioners  for  settling 
the  Colony  ;  a  List  of  the  Instructions,  Letters, 
&c,  from  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  Proprie- 
taries and  Governors  of  Pennsylvania,  to  James 
Hamilton,  by  Joshua  F.  Fisher ;  Letters  of 
William  Penn  to  King  Charles  II.  and  to  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland. 

Volume  II.  Part  II.  1830.  'pp.  221.— Notice 
of  Life  of  Doctor  Samuel  Powel  Griffith,  by 
B.  H.  Coates,  M.  D. ;  Narrative  of  Sir  Wil-. 
liam  Kaith's  coming  to  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  his  conduct  in  it,  by  J.  F. 
Fisher;  Report  of  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  Minute  Book  of  the  Society  for  Po- 
litical Inquiries;  Some  account  of  the  Early 
Poets  and  Poetry  of  Pennsylvania,  by  J.  F. 
Fisher;  Life  of  Thomas  Mifflin,  by  William 
Rawle,  LL.D.;  An  Examination  of  the  vari- 
ous charges  brought  by  historians  against  Wil- 
liam Penn,  by  Job  R.  Tyson;  Memorials  of 
Country  towns  and  places  in  Pennsylvania,  by 
John  F.  Watson;  Speech  of  William  Penn, 
addressed  to  the  Provincial  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, April  1,  1700;  Colonel  Robert  Quar- 
ry's Information  against  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania  with  William  Penn's  Answer 
thereto ;  Minutes  of  a  Conference  held  by  Wil- 
liam Markham  Lieutenant-governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  several  Delaware  and  Susque- 
hannah  Indians,  July  6,  1694;  Officers  of  the 
Society  1830;  Members  elected  since  January, 
1827;  Honorary  Members. 

Volume  III.  Part  I.  1834.  pp.  292.— Trans- 
lation of  A  Short  Description  of  the  Province 
of  New  Stce'den,  by  Holm,  1702;  History  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Letters  of 
William  Penn. 

Volume  III.    Part  II.     1836.     pp.   248.— Dis- 
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course,  by  Dr.  Coates,  on  the  Origin  of  the 
Indians;  Fisher's  Discourse  on  the  Private 
Life  of  William  Penn  ;  Memoir  of  Dr.  Thomas 
C.  James;  Indian  Treaty  for  Philadelphia; 
Indian  Treaty  at  Schackamaxon,  1682;  Law- 
ton's  Memoir  of  William  Penn. 

Volume  IV.  Part  I.  1840.  pp.  212.— Inaug- 
ural Address,  by  Duponceau  ;  Memoir  of  Wil- 
liam Rawle;  Indian  Inscriptions;  Memoir  of 
Robert  Vaux ;  The  Description  of  New  Al- 
bion ;  Letters  of  William  Penn. 

Volume  IV.  Part  II.  1850.  pp.  391.  — Ty- 
son's Address,  1842;  Remarks  on  Mercer- 
county;  Translation  of  Pastorices'  Description 
of  Pennsylvania ;  History  of  Crawford-coun- 
ty; Indians  of  Lancaster-county;  Catalogue 
of  Papers  relating  to  Pennsylvania  and  Dela- 
ware, in  the  State  Paper  Office,  London. 

Volume  V.  1855.  pp.  423.  The  History  of 
an  Expedition  against  Fort  Du  Qnesne,  in 
1755,  under  Major-General  Edward  Brad- 
dock,  by  Winthrop    Sargent. 

[ This  was  the  first  volume  issued  at  the  cost  of 
the  Publication  Fund.] 

Volume  VI.  1858.  pp.  429  and  7. — Account 
of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  ;  Journal  of 
the  Meeting  of  the  Cincinnati,  in  1784 ;  Insur- 
rection of  1794;  Penn's  Treaty  of  1682;  The 
Acadian  Exiles;  Case  of  Major  Andrg. 

Volume  VII.  1860.  pp.  498.— The  Record  of 
the  Court  at  Upland,  in  Pennsylvania,  1676 
to  1681  ;  Major  Denny's  Journal,  1781  to 
1795. 

Volume  VIII.  1867.  pp.  428.— Minutes  of 
the  Committee  of  Defence  of  Philadelphia, 
1814-1815. 

Collections  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Volume  I.  1853.  pp.  426. — Conrad  Weiser's 
Narrative,  1737;  Proclamation;  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  Philadelphia  ;  Memoir  of  Charles 
Thomson;  Morris  Papers;  Muhlenberg's  Jour- 
nal ;  History  of  Mooreland ;  Loxley's  Jour- 
nal; Germantown  Courts,  1691  to  1707,  &c. 

Allied  Works. 

I. — Hazard's  Annals  of  Pennsvlvania,    1609- 
1682.     1850,  pp.  664. 


MARYLAND. 

Allied  Works. 

I.— The  History  of  Maryland,  by  John  Leeds 
Bozman.     1837,  pp.  728. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Historical 
Society,  instituted  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, October  12Tn,  1835. 

Volume  I.  1839.  pp.  not  numbered.  Address 
by  Lewis  Cass,  pp.  58.  Address  by  Levi 
Woodbury,  pp.  63. 

Peter  Force's  Collection  of  Tracts,  etc. 

Volume  I.  1836.  pp.  not  numbered  consecu- 
tively. Montgomery's  Discourse  about  Caroli- 
lina.  1717,  pp.  24;  Establishment  of  Georgia, 
1733,  pp.  16;  State  of  Georgia,  1742,  pp. 
20;  Historical  Narrative  of  Georgia,  1741, 
pp.  80  ;  Trustee's  Account  of  Georgia,  1741,  pp. 
56  ;  Nova  Britannia,  (concerning  Virginia)l  009, 
pp.  28;  The  New  Life  of  Virginea,  1612,  pp, 
24 ;  Account  of  Bacon's  Rebellion  in  Virgin- 
ia, pp.  26  ;  Mrs.  Cotton's  Account  of  the 
Troubles  in  Virginia,  1676,  pp.  12  ;  A  List  of 
those  Executed  for  the  Late  Rebellion  in  Vir- 
ginia, by  Sir  William  Berkeley,  pp.  4  ;  Narra- 
tive of  the  Wars  in  Virginia,  in  1675-6,  pp. 
48;  Rev.  John  Higginson's  New  England's 
Plantation,  1630,  pp.  14;  Petition  of  W. 
Castell  to  Parliament,  for  the  Propogation  of 
the  Gospel  in  America,  1641,  pp.  12. 

Volume  II.  1838.  Smith's  Description  of  New 
England,  1616,  pp.  48;  Smith's  New  Eng- 
land's Trials,  1622,  pp.  24;  The  Planter's  Plea, 
1630,  pp.56;  Governor  Dudley's  Letter  to  the 
Countess  of  Lincoln,  1631,  pp.  20;  Morton's 
New  English  Canaan,  1632,  pp.  128;  Annals 
of  Virginia,  for  1642,  pp.  12;  Description  of 
New  Albion,  1648,  pp.  36  ;  A  Perfect  Descrip- 
tion of  Virginia,  1649,  pp.  20;  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  1655,  pp.  48  ;  Narrative  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings in  South,  Carolina  in  1719,  1726,  pp. 
40  ;  Purry's  Description  of  South  Carolina, 
1732,  pp.  16  ;  Description  of  Georgia,  1741, 
pp.  8. 

Volume  III.  1844.  A  True  Declaration  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  1610,  pp.  28  ;  Laws  for  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  1612,  pp.  68;  Plain  De- 
scription of  the  Barmudas  or  Sommer  Islands, 
1013,  pp.  24;  News  of  Sir  Walter  Rauhigh, 
with  the  True  Description  of  Guiana,  1618, 
pp.  28;  The  State  of  Virginia  with  the  Names 
of  the  Adventurers  in  that  Action,  1620,  pp. 
44;  Orders  and  Constitution  of  the  Company 
of  Virginia,  1619-20.  pp.  26;  Shriglev's  Tiue 
Relation  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  1669.  pp. 
8  ;  Nath.  Ward's  Simple  Cobbler  of  Agawam, 
1647,  pp.  60;  Abstract  of  the  Lawes  of  New 
England,  1611,  pp.  20  (never  passed  but  pro- 
posed by  John  Cotton)  ;  Norwood's  Voyage  to 
Virginia,  1649,  pp.  52;  E.  W's  Description  of 
Virginia,  1650,  pp.  64;  Clayton's  Letter  from 
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Virginia,  1688,  pp.  48;  The  Reformed  Virgin- 
ia Silk  Worm,  1655,  pp.  40;  Hammond's  Leah 
and  Rachel,  or  Virginia  and  Maryland,  1656, 
pp.  32;  Virginia's  Cure,  1662,  pp.  20. 

Volume  IV.  1846.  Hackluyt's  Discovery  of 
Florida,  1600,  pp.  132;  Hilton's  Relation  of 
Florida,  1663,  pp.  27;  New  England's  Jonas, 
1647,  pp.  24  ;  Narrative  of  Makemie's  Trial, 
1707',  pp.  56  ;  Journal  of  Von  Reck  and  BiJ- 
zius  in  Georgia,  1734,  pp.  38;  Simplicities 
Defence,  by  Gorton,  1646,  pp.  116;  Gorton's 
Letter  to  Nathaniel  Morton,  from  MS.  1669,  pp. 
17-  Andros's  Commission  of  3rd  June  1686, 
from  ms.,  pp.  14  ;  The  Revolution  in  New 
England  Justified,  and  A  Narrative  by  several 
of  Audros's  Council,  1691,  pp.  59  ;  Byneld's 
Account  of  the  Revolution  in  New  England, 
1686,  pp.  13;  Brief  Relation  of  the  State  of 
New  England  (by  Increase  Mather,  probably), 
1689,  pp.  17  ;  Jesuit  Reports  relative  to  Mary- 
land,' by  Father  "White  and  others,  1633,  trans- 
ited from  the  original  MS,  pp.  48. 


VIRGINIA. 

Allied  Works. 
I History  of  Virginia,  by  Charles  Campbell. 

1830.  pp.  765. 
II.  —Howe's  Historical  Collections  of  Virginia. 

1856,  pp,  541. 

Ill  —  Bishop  Meade's  Old  Churches,  Ministers, 
and  Families  of  Virginia.  Two  Volumes.  1857. 
pp.  490  and  495. 

north  car olina . 
Allied  Works. 
I.— Historical  Sketches,  by  John  H.  Wheeler. 
1851.     Two  volumes,     pp.  138  and  480. 

H.—Martin's  History  of  North  Carolina.  1829. 
Two  volumes,     pp.  325  and  civ,  and  41 1 . 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Collections  of  the  South  Carolina  Histori- 
cal Society. 

Volume  I.  1857,  pp.  307.  Inaugural  Address, 
by  F.  A.  Porcher ;  Narrative  of  Henry  Lau- 
rens Imprisonment,  1780-82;  Lists  and  Ab- 
stracts of  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office, 
London,  relating  to  South  Carolina. 

Volume  II.  1858,  pp.  342.  Oration  by  J.  L. 
Petioru  ;  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for 
the  "province,  1775  ;  French  Protestants  of 
Abbeville  District;  Oration  by  J.  B.  Cohen; 
List  of  State  Papers  continued ;  Vocabulary  of 
the  Catawba  language,  by  O.  M.  Lieber. 


Allied  Works. 

I. — Historical  Collections  of  South  Carolina, 
by  R.  R.  Carroll,  1836.  Two  volumes,  pp.  533 
and  576 ;  containing  Dr.  Hewit's  Historical  Ac- 
count, 1779  ;  etc. 

II. — Robert  Mills's  Statistics  of  South  Caroli- 
na, 1826,  pp.  782  and  47. 

III. — David  Ramsay's  History  of  South  Caroli- 
na, 1858.     Two  volumes,  pp.  274  and  307. 

IV. — W.  G.  Simms's  History  of  South  Caroli- 
na, 1840,  pp.  355. 


GEORGIA. 

Collections  op  the  Georgia  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

Volume  I.  1840,  pp.  307.  Address  by  Hon. 
Willliam  Law ;  Account  of  the  Province,  1 733 ; 
Moore's  Voyage  to  Georgia,  1744;  Inquiry  in- 
to the  State  of  the  Province,  1741  ;  Reasons 
for  Establishing  the  Colony,  1733;  Life  of 
General  James  Oglethorpe,  by  T.  Spalding. 

Volume  II.  1842,  pp.  336.  Address  by  Wil- 
liam B.  Stevens;  A  New  Voyage  to  Georgia, 
1737;  State  of  the  Province,  1740;  Causes 
which  have  retarded  the  progress  of  the  Col- 
ony, 1743;  Narrative  of  the  Colony,  1741; 
Martin's  Account  of  the  Progress  of  the  Col- 
ony, 1742. 

Allied  Works. 

I. — Rev.  George  White's  Historical  Collections 
of  Georgia,  1855,  pp.  688  and  41. 

II. — White's  Statistics  of  Georgia,  1849,  pp. 
624  and  75. 

III.— Rev.    William  B.    Stevens's  History  of 

Georgia,  1847-1859,  two  volumes,  pp.  503  and 

524. 

[NOTE.  We  have  thus  presented  the  record  of  the  older 
Societies  of  the  Atlantic  States.  In  another  article,  we 
hope  to  complete  the  list  of  the  publications  of  the  West- 
ern and  Southern  States;  and  also  of  the  smaller  historical 
Societies  and  Printing  Clubs.    W,  H.  W.] 


II.— THE      MASSACHUSETTS      COUNCIL 
RECORDS,  FEBRUARY   TO  DECEMBER, 

1747. 

Many  of  our  readers  are  aware  that  some 
twenty  years  ago, during  the  time  when  Doctor 
John  "G.  Palfrey  was  Secretary  of  State,  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  obtain  from  England,  duly 
certified  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts,  the  original  volumes  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  by  fire,  in  1747.  Finding, 
however,  that  there  is  a  blank  in  the  Records, 
from  February  to  December,  1747,  it  has  seem- 
ed desirable  to  point  out  this  deficiency  and  its 
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cause  and  in  part  to  remedy  it  from  the  news- 
papers of  the  day. 

The  nine  volumes  of  transcribed  Records  cov- 
er the  period  from  the  twenty- fifth  of  May, 
1686,  to  the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  1687. 
Then  there  is  a  blank  to  the  sixteenth  of  May, 
1692;  and  then  the  Records  are  complete  to  the 
twenty-seventh  of  February,  1746-7.  Then 
comes  a  blank,  hereafter  explained;  then  the 
original  Records  for  eight  years ;  and  then  a 
volume  of  transcribed  Records,  for  the  period 
from  the  thirty-first  of  May,  1765,  to  the  four- 
teenth of  May,  1774. 

The  original  volumes,  except  that  portion  cov- 
ering the  administration  of  Andros,  which  may 
have  disappeared  at  an  early  date,  were  destroy- 
ed in  the  fire  which  partly  consumed  the  Old 
State  House,  in  Boston,  standing  at  the  head  of 
State-street.  From  the  newspapers  of  that  date, 
we  copy  the  following  account  of  this  disas- 
trous fire,  the  alleged  cause  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  every  old  State-document  which  is  not 
now  forthcoming : 

"  Yesterday  morning  between  6  &  7  o'clock 
"  we  were  exceedingly  surprised  by  a  most  ter- 
"  rible  Fire  which  broke  out  at  the  Court  House 
"  in  this  Town,  whereby  that  spacious  and  beau- 
"  tiful  Building,  except  the  bare  outward  Walls, 
"  was  entirely  destroyed.  As  the  Fire  began  in 
"  the  middle  or  second  Story,  the  Records, 
"  Books,  Papers,  Furniture,  Pictures  of  the 
"  Kings  and  Queens,  &c,  which  were  in  the 
"  Council  Chamber,  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
"  of  Representatives,  and  the  Apartments  there- 
"  of,  in  that  Story,  were  consumed  ;  as  were  also 
"  the  Books  and  Papers  in  the  Offices  of  the 
"  upper  Story  :  Those  in  the  Offices  below  were 
"  mostly  saved.  In  the  Cellars,  which  were 
"  hired  by  several  Persons,  a  great  quantity  of 
"  Wines  and  other  Liquors  were  lost.  The  pub- 
"  lick  Damage  sustain'd  by  this  sad  Disaster  is 
"  inexpressibly  great  and  the  Loss  to  some  par- 
"  ticular  Persons,  't  is  said  will  amount  to  sev- 
"  eral  Thousand  Pounds.  The  Vehemence  of 
"  the  Flames  occasion'd  such  a  great  Heat  as  to 
"  set  the  Roofs  of  some  of  the  ojiposite  Houses 
"  on  Fire  notwithstanding  they  had  been  cov- 
"  ered  with  Snow,  and  it  was  extinguished  with 
"  much  Difficulty.  How  the  Fire  was  occa- 
"  sion'd,  whether  by  Defects  in  the  Chimney  or 
"  Hearth  as  some  think,  is  uncertain." — Boston 
Weekly  News  Letter,  Thursday,  December  10, 1747. 

The  account  in  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  for 
the  fourteenth  of  December,  adds,  "the  fine 
"  Pictures  and  other  Furniture  in  the  Council 
"  Chamber  were  destroyed  as  were  also  the 
"  Books,  Papers  and  Records  in  both  the  Lob- 
"  bies,  and  those  in  the  Offices  kept  in  the  up- 
"  per  Story  ;  but  the  County  Records  and  Pa- 
"  pers    belonging  to  the  Inferiour  Court  being 


"  deposited  in  an  Office  upon  the  lower  Floor 
"were  most  of  them  preserved," 

The  same  paper  prints  the  following  Extract 
from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  • 
"12  December  A.  Z>.  1747. 

"  Upon  a  motion  made  and  seconded 

"  Hesolved,  that  the  House  now  make  particu- 
"  lar  Enquiry  how  the  late  Fire  in  the  Court 
"  House  was  first  discovered,  and  by  what 
"Means  it  was  occasioned.  After  examining 
"  the  Door-keeper  and  receiving  a  particular  ac- 
"  count  of  the  Time  and  Circumstances  of  his 
"  leaving  the  House,  the  Evening  before,  and 
"  enquiring  of  those  Gentlemen  who  early  dis- 
"  covered  the  Fire, 

"  Besolved,  That  it  appears  to  the  Satisfac- 
tion of  this  House,  that  the  late  Fire  which 
"consumed  che  Court  House,  proceeded  from 
"  the  Wood-work  under  the  Hearth  taking  Fire 
"  and  that  the  Fire  first  broke  out  in  the  Entrv- 
"  way  between  the  Council  Chamber  and  the 
"Representatives'  Room,  and  from  thence  went 
"  up  the  Stair  Case,  and  through  the  Roof,  and 
"  continued  until  the  House  was  consumed.*' 

The  Records  copied  at  the  State  Paper  Office 
in  London  wrere  authentic  duplicates  sent  to 
the  Home  Government.  In  one  case,  however 
in  1747,  these  documents  are  imperfect ;  and 
the  reason  is  given  in  the  following  note  :  ' 

[Council  Records  for  1742-1747,  page  705,  copied  by  Rob- 
ert Lemon,  in  1851.] 

"  Memorandum.  No  Minutes  of  Council  are 
"  preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  from  the 
"  27th  of  February,  1 746-7,  to  the  9th  of  Decem- 
"  ber,  in  the  same  year  ;  and  the  cause  of  the  de- 
"  ficiency  will  appear  by  the  following  letter 
"  from  Secretary  Willard  to  the  Board  oi'  Trade, 
"dated  the  first  of  November,  1748.     R.  L." 

"  Boston,  November  1,  1748 
"  '  Sir. 

"  '  By  William  Shirley,  Junr.,  Esq.  who  em- 
"  '  barks  for  Great  Britian  on  board  one  of  the 
"  '  Mast-ships  now  bound  home,  I  send  vou 
"  '  Copies  ot  the  Proceedings  of  the  General 
"'Court,  from  -the  beginning  of  March,  1746, 
'"to  the  end  of  the  Session  begun  and  held 
"'May  25,  1748;  with  the  Acts  passed  in 
"  '  those  Sessions,  certified  under  the  Seal  of 
"  '  the  Province,  as  also  copies  of  the  Min- 
'"utes  of  Council,  from  December.  1747,  to 
"  '  the  end  of  August,  1748.  The  Minutes  of 
"  'the  Assembly  and  the  Laws  are  a  continua- 
"'tionof  what  were  sent  you  home  by  His 
"  '  Maj''>''3  Ship  the  Mermaid  in  the  Summer  of 
"  '  1747,  without  any  interruption,  the  General 
"  '  Court  Book  for  that  time  being  accidentally 
"  '  saved  out  of  the  fire  when  the  Court  House 
"  '  was  burnt  ;  but  the  Council  Book  being  then 
"  '  destroyed,  the  Minutes  of  Council  now  sent 
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"  'you  begin  after  the  time  of  that  fire.  You 
"  '  will  please  to  lay  these  Papjrs  before  the 
"  '  Lords  Commissioners  as  usual.  I  shall  ac- 
•' '  knowledge  it  as  a  great  favor  if  you  will 
"  '  please  to  send  me  one  line  to  let  me  know  of 
"  'your  receiving  these  Papers  when  they  come 
"  '  to  your  hands. 

"  '  I  am  with  due  respect,  Sir, 

"  '  Your  very  humble  Servant 

"  '  JOSIAH  WlLLARD. 

"  '  On  His  Majesty's  Service 

"  '  To  Thomas  Hill,  Esqr 

"  '  Secretary  to  the  Right  Hon'bIe  the  Lords 
" '  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
" '  Whitehall.' " 

In  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  however,  will 
be  found  a  list  of  appointments  made  by  the 
Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council ;  and,  as  these  Reports  are  undoubtedly 
correct,  we  have  made  a  transcript  of  all  those 
which  we  have  found.  As  the  Council  met  but 
a  few  times  in  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering nominations,  we  presume  this  list  com- 
prises all  the  officers  appointed  in  these  months. 
Still  if  any  of  our  readers  can  add  to  the  list, 
from  other  journals,  we  shall  be  glad  to  publish 
the  additions. 

Appointments  by  the  Governor  and 
Council. 

[From  the  Boston  Gazette  for  Tuesday,  June  30, 174".] 

"  At  a  General  Council  held  at  the  Council 
"  Chamber,  on  Saturday  last,  his  Excellency  was 
"  pleased  to  nominate  the  following  Gentlemen 
"  to  the  respective  Offices  hereafter  mentioned, 
"viz. 

"  jiIphraim  Leonard,  Esq.  to  be  a  Justice  of 
"  Pleas,  and  Gershom  Crane  to  be  a  Justice  of 
"  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Bristol. 

"  Thomas  Terry  and  Samuel  Willis,  Esqs. 
"  to  be  special  J  ustices  of  the  Pleas  for  the  said 
"  County. 

"  Josiah  Edson,  Jun.  and  Thomas  Foster, 
"  Esqs.  to  be  Justices  oi  the  Peace  for  the  County 
"  of  Plymouth. 

"  Joseph  Wilder,  Jun.  and  John  Chandler, 
"  Jun.  Esqs.  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
"  County  of  Worcester. 

"  Edward  White,  Esq.  to  be  a  Justice  of  the 
"  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

"Nathaniel  Stone,  Jun.  and  Rowland 
"  Robinson,  Esq.  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
"  the  County  of  Barnstable ;  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
"  Bourn  to  be  a  Coroner  for  the  said  County. 

"  Jonathan  Prescott  and  Thomas  Green- 
"  wood,  Esqs.  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
"the  County  oi  Middlesex. 

"  John  Hill,  Esq.  and  Richard  Cutts,  Jun., 
"  Esq.  to  be  special  Justices  of  the  Pleas  for  the 


"  County  of  York ;  and  Daniel  Moulton,  Jun., 
"  Esq.  to  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said 
"County. 

"  Ephraim  Leonard,  Esq.  to  be  a  Justice  of 
"  the  Quorum  for  the  County  of  BristoV J 

[From  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  August  27th,  1747.] 

"  At  a  General  Council  held  at  the  Council 
"  Chamber  in  Boston,  on  the  19th  of  August, 
"  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  the 
"  following  Gentlemen  to  the  respective  offices 
"  hereafter  mentioned,  viz. 

"  The  Hon.  John  Cushing,  Sylvanus  Bowen, 
"  Joseph  Pynchon,  Esqs.  Justices  of  the  Supe- 
"  rior  Court  of  Judicature  in  all  cases  relating  to 
"  the,  Silver  Scheme. 

"John  Winthrop,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
"  for  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

"  John  Tasker,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
"  the  County  of  Essex. 

"  Chambers  Russell,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  In- 
"feriour  Court,  for  the  County  oi  Middlesex. 

"  To  which  nominations  his  Majesty's  Council 
"  did  advise  and  consent. 

"  We  hear  that  the  Hon.  Chambers  Russell 
"  is  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Vice  Admi- 
"  rality  of  this  Province,  the  Province  of  New 
"  Hampshire,  and  the  Colony  of  Rhoad  Island." 

[From  the  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 17th,  1747.] 

"  At  a  General  Council,  held  at  the  Council 
"  Chamber  on  Friday  last,  His  Excellency  was 
"  pleased  to  nominate  the  following  Gentlemen 
"  to  the  respective  offices  hereafter  mentioned ; 
"  viz : 

"  Jeremiah  Gardner,  Esq.  Justice  of  the 
"  Peace  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of 
"  Nantucket. 

"  George  Gardner,  John  Bunker,  and 
"  Ebenezer  Calfe,  Esqs.  Justices  of  the  Peace 
"for  the  said  County. 

"  Josiah  Coffin,  Thomas  Brock,  Jonathan 
"  Coffin  and  Grafton  Gardner,  Esqs.  Justic- 
"  es  of  the  Inferiour  Court  and  Justices  of  the 
"  Peace  for  the  said  County. 

"  Mr.  Caleb  Bunker,  a  Coroner,  Eleazer 
"  Folger.  Register  of  Wills,  &c,  and  John  Cof- 
"  fin,  Esq.  Sheriff  of  said  County. 

"  Nathaniel  Donnell,  Esq.  a  Justice  of  the 
"  Peace  for  the  County  of  York. 

"  Thomas  Winslow,  Esq.  a  Justice  of  the 
"  Peace  for  the  County  of  Barnstable. 

"  Andrew  Burleigh.  Esq.  a  Justice  of  the 
"  Peace  for  the  County  of  Essex ;  and  William 
"Leighton,  a  Coroner  for  the  County  of  York. 

"  To  which  nominations  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
"  cil  did  advise  and  consent.  Then  the  General 
"  Council  was  adjourned  to  Friday,  the  2d  of 
"  October." 


1868. 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE. 


117 


III.— BOSTON  STREETS— 1708. 

[The  following  document  giving  the  official  description 
of  the  streets  in  Boston,  in  1708,  has,  we  believe,  not  been 
printed  before,  although  'he  facts  have  been  incorporated 
with  others  in  an  appendix  in  Drake's  History  of  the  City. 

Previous  to  this  Act  by  which  regular  names  were  assigned 
to  all  the  streets  and  lanes  in  the  Town,  there  had  been 
designations  siven  to  a  portion  at  least  by  usage  ;  this  was 
however  we  think  the  first  formal  action  of  the  Town  autho- 
rities, and  is  therefore  of  great  value  in  investigating  the 
growth  of  the  Town,  since. 

Boston.  W.  H.  W.] 

f  IBoston  Municipal  Records,  ii.,  (1660-1728.)  293-297.J 

(P:293)  May  the  3d,  1708.  At  a  meeting 
of  Joseph  Prout,  Daniel  Oliver,  Daniell  Pown- 
ing,  Thomas  Cashing,  Stephen  Minot,  Francis 
Thresher  &  Capt.  Oliver  Noyes,  Selectmen  for 
the  Town  of  Boston, 

Ordered  that  the  Streets  Lanes  and  Alleys  of 
this  Town  as  they  are  now  bounded  and  named 
be  accordingly  recorded  in  the  Town  Booke 
wch  are  as  followeth  :  viz'. 

The  broad  Street  or  High  way  from  ye  old 
Fortification,  on  ye  neck,  Leading  into  ye  Town 
as  far  as  the  corner  of  ye  Late  Decon  Eliots 
Hous  Orange  Street. 

The  way  below  the  Late  Deacon  Eliots  Barn 
leading  from  Orange  Street,  East  ward  by  the 
Sea  side  Beech  Street. 

The  way  Leading  Easterly  trom  sd  Deacon 
Eliots  corner  by  ye  Late  Deacon  Aliens  Extend- 
ing to  Windmill  point  Essex  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  Late  Elder  Ras- 
ford's-corner  in  Essex  Street  Extending  South- 
erly, in  to  Beach  Street  &  so  down  to  ye  Sea 
Ransfords  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  Late  Cap*  Fra- 
ry's  corner  extending  Westward  to  the  bottom 
ot  ye  comon  wth  a  Turn  Southerly  down  to  ye  sea 
Frogg  Lane. 

The  Street. from  ye  corner  of  the  House  in  ye 
Tenure  of  Capt  Turfrey  nigh  Deacon  Eliots  cor- 
ner leading  into  Town  as  far  as  Doctr  Okes8 
corner,  Neicbery  Street. 

The  New  Alley  between  Mr  Blyns  &  Durants 
in  Newbery  Street  leading  westerly  into  the 
comon  Hogg  Alley. 

The  Street  Leading  Easterly  from  Wheelers 
corner  in  Newbery  Street  passing  by  ye  Towns 
watering  place  as  far  as  Cap*.  Dyers  Barn  Pond 
Street. 

The  way  Leading  trom  Esqr  Ushers  Barn 
Southwardly  into  Essex  Street  Short  Street. 

The  way  leading  from  the  Lower  end  of  Pond 
Street,  North-easterly  into  Church  Green  by 
Sumer  Street  Blind  Lane. 

The  way  from  Cowells  corner  in  Newbery 
Street,  Leading  westward  into  the  comon  West 
Street. 

The  Street  from  Ellise9  corner  nigh  the  uper 
end  of  Summer  Street  Leading  Westward  into 
the  comon  Winter  Street. 


The  Street  Leading  Easterly  from  Doctor 
Okes  his  comer  in  Newbery  Street  passing  by 
the  dwelling  House  of  Cap',  Tim0  Clark,  extend- 
ing to  ye  Sea   Summer  Street. 

The  Street  from  Baxters  corner  in  SumrjT 
Street  leading  Southerly  by  the  Late  Deacon 
Aliens  extending  down  to  ye  Sea  South  street. 

The  way  from  Bull's  corner  at  the  Lower  end 
of  Sumer  street  leading  Southerly  to  Wind- 
mill point,  Sea  Street. 

The  Street  leading  from  Penemans  corner  at 
y°  head  of  Sumer-street  passing  by  y°  South 
Meeting  House  to  Haugh9  corner  Harlbrough 
Street. 

The  way  leading  from  Briscow9  comer  in 
Marlbrough  street,  passing  by  Justice  Brom- 
feelds  in  to  ye  comon  Raicsons  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  South  meeting 
House  passing  by  Mr  Borland's  &  Madm.  Oli- 
vers &  so  down  to  the  Sea  by  Hallawayes  Milk 
Street. 

The  Alley  Leading  Southerly  from  Southers 
corner  in  Milk  Street  to  Capt  Clarks  corner  in 
Summer  Street  Bishops  Alley. 

The  Lane  Leading  So  Easterly  from  Mr  Bor- 
lands  corner  in  Milk  Street,  to  Beards  corner 
in  Cow  lane  Long  Lane. 

The  Street  where  Mr  Daniel  Oliver  now 
dwells,  passing  from  Milk  Street  up  to  Fort 
Hill    Oliver  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  Fort  Hill  Southerly  to 
Morey8  corner  in  Summer  Street    Cow  Lane. 

The  way  from  the  Lower  end  of  Summer 
Street  Leading  North  Easterly,  by  the  Sea  Side, 
with  the  return  up  to  the  Rope  walke,  Flounder 
Lane. 

The  Alley  by  Whartons  House  in  Cow  Lane 
leading  Easterly,  into  Harrisons  Rope  walke 
Crooked  Alley. 

The  way  from  John  Roberts9  House  in  Cow 
Lane  Leading  Easterly  by  Cap'  Bonners  into  ye 
Rope  walk,  Gridley"s  Lane. 

The  way  from  the  uper  end  of  Cow  lane 
Leading  Easterly,  passing  by  M'  Joseph  Hub- 
bert's  down  to  ye  Sea,  Gibbs  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  Northerly  Side  of 
Fort  Hill  passing  down  Easterly  by  the  old 
Brew  House  in  to  Battrey  March  Sconce  Lane. 

The  Way  Leading  from  Hollawaycs  corner  by 
ye  end  of  Milk  Street,  passing  by  the  Battrey  ex- 
tending to  the  Lowei'  end  of  Gibbs  lane  Battrea 
March. 

The  way  Leading  Southerly  from  Gibbs'  Lane 
on  Fort  Hill,  passing  by  Drinkers  to  the  Rope 
walke   Belcher's  Lane. 

The  way  from  Haugh'9  corner  Leading  North- 
westerly by  the  Lattin  Free  School  extending  as 
far  as  Mrs     Whitcombs'  corner  School  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  Mrs  Whetcombs  corner 
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west-erly  through  the  uper  side  of  the  comon 
and  so   down  to  ye  Sea  Beacon  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  Beacon  Street  on  the 
uper  side  of  the  comon  unto  M1  Aliens  Orch- 
ard Dames  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Beacon  Street  between 
Cap*  Alfords  Land  &  Madm  Shrimptons  Pas- 
ture up  to  Centrey  Hill  Centrey  Street. 

The  Street  from  the  Lower  end  of  School  Street 
Leading  North1?  as  far  as  Mv  Clark  the  Pewterers 
Shop  Corn  Hill. 

The  way  Leading  from  a  Tenement  of  Capt 
Clarks  nigh  the  Lower  end  of  School  Street 
to  Winslows  corner  in  Joylieffs  Lane  Spring 
Lane. 

The  Street  Leading  from  Cox  ye  Butchers  Shop 
in  Cornhill,  passing  by  Major  Walleysas  far  as 
Mrs  Olivers  Corner  Water  Street. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  ye  End  of  Water 
Street  through  Mr  Olivers  Land  by  Odells  into 
Milk  Street  Coopers  Alley. 

The  way  Leading  from  Water  Street  passing 
between  Major  Walley8  &  Mr  Bridghams  Land 
into  Milk  Street  Tanners  Lane. 

The  Lane  passing  from  Water  Street  into  Milk 
Street,  according  to  the  name  by  whrh  it  hath 
been  formerly  known  Joylieffs  Lane. 

The  way  passing  round  the  old  meeting 
house  Church  Square. 

The  Street  Leading  from  Corn  hill  includeing 
the  wayes  on  each  side  of  the  Town  House  ex- 
tending easterly  to  the  Sea  King  Street. 

The  Street  Leading  from  M1'  Derings  corner 
in  Corn  hill  to  Houchens  corner  at  the  uper  end 
of  Hanover  Street  Queen  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  Mansion  house  of 
ye  Late  Simon  Lynde,  Esqr  by  Cap'  Southiacks 
extending  as  far  as  Coll0  Townsends  corner 
Tra  Mount  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  Melynes  corner  neer 
Coll0  Townsends  passing  through  the  comon 
along  by  Mr.  Sheefs  into  Frog  Lane  Comon  Street. 

The  Alley  leading  from  ye  Comon  Easily  on 
ye  North  Side  of  Madm  Ushers  House,  Turna- 
gaine  Alley. 

The  way  Leading  from  ye  Exchange  in  King- 
Street,  passing  by  Mrs  Phillips3  into  Water- 
Street  Pudding  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  King  Street  by  the 
House  of  Isaac  Addington  Esqr  w,h  ye  returne 
into  Pudding  Lane  Half  Square  Court. 

The  way  Leading  from  Maccartyes  corner  in 
King  Street  to  Elder  Bridghams  ware  house  in 
Water  Street  Leverets  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Justice  Drummers  cor- 
ner in  King  Street  passing  over  ye  Bridg  as  far 
as  MIS  Dafforns  corner  in  Milk  Street  MacJcrill 
Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  ye  House  formerly  ye 


Castle   Tavern  in  Macrill  Lane  passing  by  Mr 
Halla way's  wharfe  to  ye  Sea  Crab  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  y*  Sign  of  the  Orange 
tree  passing  by  Mr  Stephen  Minots  to  ye  Mill 
pond,  &  from  thence  to  ye  Lower  end  of  Cold 
Lane  Sudbery  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  Emmons8  corner  pass- 
ing by  Justice  Lynds  pasture  extending  from 
thence  westerly  to  ye  Sea  Canibridg  Street. 

The  way  passing  on  the  northerly  Side  of 
Livery  Stable  in  Justice  Lynds  pasture  to  Mr 
Aliens  Farm  house  Green  Lane. 

The  way  from  Mr  Pownings  corner  by  Dock 
Square  losing  Southerly  into  King  Street  Crooked 
Lane. 

The  Square  from  the  House  of  Eliakim  Hutch- 
inson Esqr  to  Mr  Pembertons  corner  on  ye 
one  side  &  from  Kenny es  Shop  to  Mr  Meers8 
corner  on  ye  other  side  Loci'  Square. 

The  Lane  Leading  from  Capt  Savages  corner 
in  Dock  Square  to  Madm  Shrinrptons  corner  in 
King  Street  Shrimptons  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  M1  Meers8  corner  along 
by  the  side  of  the  Dock  as  far  as  the  corner  of 
the  warehouse  formerly  Major  Davisis  Corn 
Market. 

The  Alley  leading  from  M1'  Mountforts  in 
Corn  Market  to  Capt  Fitchs  corner  in  King 
Street  Peirses  Alley. 

The  way  Leading  from  Justice  Palmers  ware- 
house in  Corn  market  up  to  Moorcocks  build- 
ings Com  Court. 

The  way  leading  from  Madam  Butlers  corner 
at  the  Lower  end  of  King  Street  to  the  Swinging 
Bridg,  &  from  thence  to  ye  lower  end  of  Wood- 
mansies  Wharfe  Merchants  Roic. 

The  way  Leading  from  Platts  Corner  North 
westerly,  passing  by  the  Green  Dragon  to  ye  Mill 
pond  Union  Street. 

The  Street  from  between  Houchens  corner  & 
the  Sign  of  ye  Orange  tree,  Leading  Northerly  to 
ye  Mill-bridge  Hanover  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  M1'  Bembertons  corner 
at  ye  end  of  Dock  Square,  to  Justice  Lyds  cor- 
ner in  Hanover  Street  Wings  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  middle  of  Wings 
Lane  to  Mr  Colemans  Church  &  from  thence 
two  wayes  viz*  Southerly  to  Queen  Street  & 
East'y  to  Dock  Square,  Brattle  Street. 

The  new  way  Leading  from  Mr  Pollards  cor- 
ner in  Brattle  Street  through  MT  Belknaps  yard 
into  Queen  Street  Hilliers  Lane. 

The  Way  Leading  from  Mr  Harrises  corner  by 
Hanover  Street  north  westerly  down  to  the  Mill 
Pond  Cold  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Capt  Ballantines  cor- 
ner nigh  the  Mill  Bridg  to  ye  corner  of  Capt 
Fitch9  Tenement  in  Union  Street  Marshalls  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Brook8  corner  in  Mar- 
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shalls  Lane  passing  by  Mr  Bulfinchs  to  Scot- 
tows  Alley  Creek  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Creek  Lane  to  Capt 
Bows  corner  in  Union  Street  Salt  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  Creek  Lane  to  Mr 
"Webbs  corner  in  Union  Street  Marsh  Lane. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  sign  of  the  Star  in 
Hanover  Street,  passing  Northward  behind  Capt 
Evertons  house  Linck  Alley. 

The  way  from  the  Conduit  in  Union  Street 
Leading  Northerly  over  ye  Bridge,  to  Ellistons 
corner  at  ye  lower  end  of  Cross  Street  Ann 
Street. 

The  way  from  Mr  Antrams  corner  nigh  the 
sd  Conduit  Lending  from  thence  North  East1''  by 
ye  side  of  ye  Dock  as  far  as  Mr.  Winsors  ware- 
house Fish  Market. 

The  new  way  from  Union  Street  passing 
Souther  wester  ly  between  the  buildings  of  the 
late  Capt  Christopher  Clark  deceased  Minots 
Court. 

The  Alley  by  Capt  Habijah  Savages  in  Ann 
Street  Leading  North  westerly  to  Creek  Lane 
Scottows  Alley. 

The  way  between  Capt  Winsors  &  Mrs  Pember- 
tons  in  Ann  Street  Leading  to  the  warfes  by  the 
swinging  Bridg   Swing  bridg  Lane. 

The  Street  from  Mountjoyes  corner  at  the 
Lower  end  of  Cross  Street  leading  Northerly  to 
ye  sign  of  the  Swan  by  Scarletts  "Wharfe  Fish 
Street. 

The  leading    North  Westerly    from  Mr 

Thomas  s  corner  in  Ann  Street  Pudding  Lane. 

The  Street  Leading  from  the  Mill  Bridg 
Northerly  as  far  as  Mr  Jonas  Clarks  corner  at  ye 
end  of  Bennet  Street  Middle  Street. 

The  way  Leading  Northerly  from  Stanburyes 
corner  nigh  the  Mill  Bridg  as  far  as  Mr  Gees 
corner  into  Prince  Street  Back  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  Mill  Pond  South 
Easterly  by  ye  late  Deacon  Phillips8  Stone  house 
extending  down  to  ye  Sea  Cross  Street. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  North  Westerly 
end  of  Cross  Street  ])assi)ig  Northerly  by  Ver- 
ings  House  nigh  the  Mill  Pond  Old  Way. 

The  lane  by  the  House  of  ye  late  Capt  Tim0 
Prat  deceased  Leading  from  Middle  Street  to 
Fish  Street  &  so  down  to  y"  sea  Wood  Lane. 

The  way  from  Wales6  corner  in  Middle  Street 
Leading  North  Westerly  into  Back  Street  Beer 
Lane. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  Ann  Street'  between 
ye  late  Capt  Lakes  &  &  Nanneys  buildings  to 
Mr  Indicots  Shop  in  Cross  Street,  Elbow  lane. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  Fish  Street  to  Middle 
Street  between  ye  lands  of  John  Clark  Esqr  and 
ye  Successors  of  Sam1  Gallop  deceased  Qallops 
Alley. 

The  Street  Leading  North  roesterly  from  Mor- 
rells  corner  in  Middle  Street  pass-ing  by  Mr 


David  Nortons  Extending  to  ye  Salt  water  at 
Ferryway  Prince  Street. 

The  Street  Leading  Northerly  from  the  Easter- 
ly end  of  Bennet  Street  nigh  Mr  Jonas  Clarks 
extending  to  the  Sea  North  Street. 

The  Street  Leading  from  Williams  s  corner 
nigh  Mr  Jonas  Clarks  South  Easterly  down  to 
ye  Sea  by  Scarlets  wharfe  Fleet  Street. 

The  Alley  Leading  Northwesterly  from  the 
North  Meeting  house  into  Middle  Street  Bell 
Alley. 

The  Square  liing  on  ye  South1?  side  of  the 
North  Meetting  House  including  ye  wayes  on 
each  side  of  ye  watch  house  Clark  Square. 

The  way  Leading  South  Easterly  from  the 
North  Meetting  House  into  Fish  Street  Sun 
Court. 

The  way  Leading  from  the  North  meeting 
House  Northerly  by  Capt  Thomas  Barnerd  into 
Fleet  Street  Moon  Street. 

The  Way  leading  Northerly  from  Madm  Wins- 
ley8  corner  between  Coll0  Foster3  &  Mr  Friz- 
zells  into  Fleet  Street  Garden  Court. 

The  Way  Leading  Northerly  from  Everton* 
corner  nigh  Scarletts  wharfe  to  the  North  Battry 
Ship  Street. 

The  way  Leading  North  westerly  from  the 
North  Battry  to  the  Ferry  way  by  Hudo\>n8 
Point  Lyn  Street. 

The  way  leading  along  the  Shore  from  Hud- 
son8 point  S°  West1?  to  the  Mill  Streem  by  Mr 
Gees  building  yard  Ferry  Way. 

The  Street  Leading  Northwest1?  from  Mr 
Ransfords  corner  in  North  Street,  towards  the 
Ferry  point  at  Charlestown  Charter  Street. 

The  Way  Leading  from  Cerwithys  corner  in 
Prince  Street  to  Mr  Phipps8  corner  in  Charter 
Street   Salem  Street. 

The  way  Leading  Northerly  from  Travises 
corner  in  Prince  Street  to  the  end  of  Ferry  way 
by  Hudsons  point  Snow  Hill. 

The  way  Leading  S°Eastlv  from  Snow  Hill  to 
Salem  Street  Hull  Street. 

The  way  Leading  North  westerly  from  Mr 
Jonas  Clarks  corner  to  Salem  Street,  Bennet 
Street. 

The  way  Leading  North  westerly  from  Cap* 
Stevens3  corner  in  North  Street  with  y*  returne 
into  Bennet  Street  Love  Street. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  Charter  Street  down 
by  Benja  Williams8  in  Lyn  Street  Sliding  Alley. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  the  hurrying  place  in 
Charter  street  to  Adkins9  Lime  Kiln  in  Lyn 
Street  Lime  Alley. 

The  way  Leading  from  Charter  Street  down  by 
Mrs  Buckleys  into  Lyn  Street   Hoichmans  Lane. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  Charter  Street  down 
through  Mr  Greenoughs  building  yard  into 
Lyn  Street  Creenough-s  Alley. 
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The  Alley  Leading  from  North  Street  down  by 
the  Salutation  into  Ship  street  Salutation  Alley. 

The  Alley  Leading  from  North  Street  along 
by  Mr  William  Parkmans  into  Ship  Street 
uigh  the  North  Battreey  Battrey  Alley. 

The  Alley  Leading  fromNorth  Street  down  to 
Capt  Richards8  corner  in  Ship  Street  White 
Bread  Alley. 


IV.— HEZEKIAH  USHER,  JRS.  WILL. 

[The  Will  of  Hezekiah  Usher,  jr.  of  Boston,  preserved  on 
the  records  of  Suffolk-county,  Massachusetts,  seems  worth 
reproducing  in  print  as  a  literary  curiosity. 

The  testator  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  Usher,Sr.  of  Boston, 
a  very  noted  man  in  the  early  history  of  the  town  ;  and  wat 
the  brother  of  John  Usher,  proprietor  and  Lieutenani 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  whose  name  often  appears  on 
our  records. 

The  family  was  probably  from  the  neighborhood  of  Lon- 
don, as  Hezekiah  Usher,  Sr.,was  the  brother-in-law  of 
John  Harwood,  of  Bendall  Green,  and  his  daughter  married 
Samuel  Shrimpton,  of  a  family  resident  in  the  same  village. 
John  Usher  habitually  used  the  same  coat-of-arms  as  that 
of  the  family  to  which  the  famous  Archbishop  Usher  be- 
longed ;  and,  under  the  circumstances, we  think  this  a  strong 
proof  that  the  American  Ushers  were  nearly  related  to  this 
famiiy. 

As  Hezekiah  Usher,  jr.,  married  a'daughter  of  Lady  Lisle, 
one  of  the  victims  of  Jeffery's  cruelty,  it  has  seemed  proper 
to  give  a  fuller  sketch  of  that  lady  than  the  standard  histo- 
ries afford.  W.  H,  W.] 

Bostoit. 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents,  That 
I,  Hezekiah  Usher,  sometime  of  Boston  in  New 
England,  considering  the  mortality  and  frailty 
of  all  Mankind  in  this  world  (and  now  in 
special  by  reason  of  ye  Heathen  Enemy)  Do  see 
cause  to  revoke  my  Will  that  was  owned  before 
Joshua  Moody  and  John  Russell  &c.  the  7th  of 
July  1687,  and  declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will 
aud  Testament. 

First,  I  do  acknowledge  my  selfe  a  great  Sinner, 
for  which  God  in  his  righteous  Judgment  hath 
in  many  ways  afflicted  me,  (as  thinking  to  give 
my  selfe  some  diversion,  I  have  followed  some 
pleasures  that  hath  not  been  so  helpful,  but 
hath  been  more  hurtful.)  And  do  find  and  be- 
lieve a  honest  calling  to  be  brought  up  in,  & 
diligent  in  it,  is  the  best  to  be  attended,  and  to 
prevent  many  Sins,  especially  Idleness,  which 
together  with  pride,  may  prove  ruinous  to  this 
poor  Country, and  though  my  sins  are  many  (and 
to  some  sins  I  have  given  entertainment,  which 
have  for  some  time  even  stopped  the  mouth  of 
Prayer  &  Kindred  Communion  with  God, — and 
caused  him  to  withdraw;  for  as  our  falling  into 
sin  is  gradual,  and  so  our  departing  from  God 
generally  is.  if  God  leave  us  We  shall  be  given 
up  to  Hypocricy  and  Impenitenoy,  unless  there 
is  a  new  Conversion  and  we  return  to  God 
and  God  return  to  us,)  I  yet  hope  through  the 
Grace  of  God  bestowed  on  me,  there  is  a  Repen- 
tance, and  hope  of  Remission  through  the  Suf- 
fering of  my  Lord  &  Saviour  (as  I  hope)  and 
Mediator,  Jesus  Christ,  $$  of  my  acceptance  into 


God's  Favor,  and  hopes  of  his  mercy  forever  ex- 
tended to  me.  By  writing  of  these  few  Lines 
it's  that  every  one  should  consider  seriously 
within  himselfe.  Do  not  I  live  in  some  known 
sin  ?  pride,  pleasure,  Covetuousness,  overreach- 
ing, that  are  hardly  to  be  discerned  &  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  rooted  out.  Aid  it  may  be,  this 
may  be  as  an  Arrow  at  ad  venture, that  may  enter 
into  the  joint  of  the  Harness,  or  else  no  Likely- 
hood  of  any  good  to  be  done,  and  yet,  however 
good  words  in  Prayers,  yet  if  the  Soul  is  con- 
scious to  itselfe  that  some  beloved  sin  of  pleas- 
ure or  profit  is  too  much  indulged  in,  theSoule 
may  prove  an  Achan  to  him  or  them  that  con- 
ceale  it.  For  it's  hypocricy^to  pray  to  God  to 
repent  of  sin,  and  have  general  acknowledge- 
ments, and  yet  to  retain  their  beloved  sin  or  sins, 
and  will  not  part  with  them;  and  therefore  this 
to  be  a  Warning  to  leave  off  our  sins  though  plea- 
sant or  profitable,  as  at  the  end  it  will  be  more 
bitter  than  sweet;  whereas  the  labour  for  good, 
the  Labour  passes  &  the  Good  remains  :  and  on 
the  other  hand  he  that  hath  much  pleasure  in 
his  sin,  the  pleasure,  that  is  gone,  but  the  guilt 
and  evil  thereof  remains.  And  as  David  saith  : 
"  Man  at  his  best  estate  is  vanity,"  and  Solomon, 
that  "  Vanity  of  vanitys,"  and,  "all  is  vanity 
"  and  vexation  of  spirit." 

And  when  it  shall  please  God  to  bring  my 
Change  on  me  as  for  my  body,  I  desire  it  may 
be  decently  buried,  and  not  much  money  be 
spent  on  my  Funeral,  for  I  have  seen  some  that 
have  been  so  expensive  at  their  Funerals,  that 
the  living  have  suffered  for  the  burying  of  the 
deceased.  And  as  to  the  dispose  of  my  out- 
ward Estate.  In  the  first  place,  I  desire  that 
all  my  due  debts  should  be  paid  as  soon  as  pos- 
sibly may  be,  And  unto  my  dear  wife,  whom  I 
may  count  very  dear  by  her  Love  to  what  I  had 
but  not  a  real  Love  to  me,  which  should  account- 
ed it  more  worth  than  any  other  outward  En- 
joyment ;  and  for  her  covetousness  &  overreach- 
ing &  cunninglmpression  that  has  almost  ruina- 
ted me  by  a  gentle  behavior,  having  only  words 
but  as  sharp  swords  to  me,  whose  Cunning  is 
like  those  to  be  as  an  Angel  of  Light  to  others 
but  wanting  Love  and  Charity  for  me,  and  like 
Sir  Edm°  to  oppress  the  people  and  his  hand 
not  to  be  seen  in  it  and  done  by  his  Council. 
And  therefore  I  do  cut  her  off  from  the  benefit 
of  all  my  Estate,  &  do  not  bestow  anything  upon 
her  but  what  the  law  doth  allow.  Because  I 
look  upon  her  as  deceivable  in  going  over  for 
England,  getting  &  grasping  all  her  Estate  to  be 
in  her  hand,  and  of  mine  whatever  was  done 
for  her  by  me  to  be  ungratefull ;  and  her  stay- 
ing away  to  be  an  implicit  Divorce,  and  gives  it 
into  the  hands  of  women  to  usurp  the  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  their  Husband's,  rather  than 
in  a  way  of  humility  to  seek  their  Husband's 
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good.  If  they  can  live  comfortably  abroad 
without  them  they  regard  not  the  troubles  or 
Temptations  of  their  Husbands  at  home,  &  so 
become  seperate ;  which  is  far  worse  than  the 
Doctrine  of  Devils  which  forbid  to  marry.  But 
as  to  her  Daughter  Bridget  if  her  mother  had 
not  been  so  undermining  &  overreaching  for 
her  I  should  have  been  willing  to  have  done 
what  I  could  tor  her.  And  do  give  her  the 
Tumbler  with  the  Arms  of  a  spread  Eagle  with 
two  heads,  (but  I  think  one  head  for  a  body  is 
enough)  and  the  Table  cloth  of  the  best  Damask 
&  the  napkins  thereto.  And  this  my  Will  I 
make  to  be  a  Warning  to  those  women  that 
have  no  Love  for  their  Husbands,  but  to  what 
they  have;  which  one  had  better  had  a  Wife 
that  had  not  been  worth  a  groat,  than  to  have 
one  that  hath  no  love  for  him.  And  do  desire 
those  many  papers  that  I  have  writ  as  to  the 
Evil  of  having  a  Wife  only  in  name,  &  to  seek 
themselves  in  a  way  of  separation  from  their 
Husbands  &  the  duty  of  Wives  to  their  Hus- 
bands &c ; — that  they  &  all  my  Letters  sent  to 
Madam  Bridget,  may  be  perused  by  some  wise 
understanding  pious  person,  that  where  any- 
thing hath  been  acted  by  myselfe  that  is  not 
convenient,  something  may  be  added  for  a  sup- 
ply ;  but  let  him  be  one  that  is  for  men  to  Rule 
in  their  owne  house ; — that  it  mav  be  a  matter 
of  benefit  to  some  that  may  follow  after  me ; 
for  which  end  I  do  propose  that  he  or  they 
might  have  £30  or  £40  allowed  liim  or  them 
for  the  compiling  of  the  same.  As  to  her  that 
is  reputed  my  Wife  if  she  acknowledges  any- 
thing wherein  she  hath  done  amiss,  I  freely 
forgive  her  ;  I  do  not  excuse  my  selfe  altogether, 
but  my  Love  to  her&  admiring  of  hergentele 
carriage  &c,  occasioned  her  &  her  complices  to 
usurp  that  power  over  me  whereby  I  have  been 
cunningly  overreached  and  abused  several  ways, 
&  therefore  propose  this  for  warning  to  others. 

Concerning  the  sum  of  £350  to  be  paid  to  her, 
I  am  in  Bonds  ;  and  she  would  have  had  a 
Letter  of  Attorney  from  my  selfe  and  against 
my  selfe  ;  her  separating  of  her  selfe  &  Estate  I 
count  as  the  disannulling  &  breaking  of  Mar- 
riage Covenant, — and  so  a  Divorce. 

Concerning  my  relations,  I  could  wish  there 
had  been  a  real  Love  between  us.  But  so  far  as 
I  perceive,  their  own  Interest  hath  been  sought 
by  them  either  principally  or  remotely:  and 
though  I  may  be  faulty  in  some  things  yet  to 
be  so  disregarded  as  I  have  been,  it  hath  been 
a  trouble  to  me. 

My  Brother  Jonathan  Ting  who  has  been  the 
most  obliging  of  them,  I  do  desire  he  may  be 
my  Executor,  and  have  the  advice  of  my  uncle 
Wyllys. 

Though  my  estate  is  encumbered  yet  if  it 
please  the  Lord  to  bless  New  England  &  cause 


them  to  flourish,  I  believe  my  Estate  will  be 
something  considerable  ;  &  whether  it  will  be 
attributed  to  Melancholy  or  distractedness  that 
I  make  such  a  will,  I  must  leave  it — but  could 
wish  that  all  things  had  been  better  managed 
on  all  accounts. 

As  to  my  brother  Usher,  I  allow  him  the  ten 
pounds  due  for  warehouse,  and  the  twenty-five 
pounds  difference  as  part  of  the  one  quarter  of 
the  Stock  that  belonged  to  go  to  the  Estate  of  my 
Honored  Father,  deceased,  I  bestow  upon  his 
wife  and  children. 

As  to  my  Brother  &  Sister  Shrimpton,  I  give 
to  them  ten  pounds  apeice  in  acknowledgement 
of  former  kindnesses  received. 

As  to  my  Brother  Ting  &  Sister  Ting  I  do 
give  unto  them  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  at 
their  dispose. 

Concerning  the  minerals,  If  it  anything  con- 
siderable should  be,  my  will  is,  for  the  one  half 
to  be  given  to  my  Brother  Ting  &  the  children 
begotten  of  my  Sister  Ting,  &  the  rest  for  pub- 
lic charges ; — only  somewhat  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Dyer,  for  the  relief  of  himself 
&  of  some  others  that  laid  out  more  than  is  con- 
venient in  Minerals,  as  myselfe  at  present  do 
think  I  have  done. 

To  my  Uncle  Wyllys  to  give  him  twenty 
pounds,  and  to  my  Aunt  Wyllys  ten  ponnds,  & 
if  my  Estate  will  not  reach  to  what  is  proposed, 
then  to  proportion  it  accordingly.  And  as  to 
Robert  Usher,  if  he  should  marry  and  it  should 
please  God  to  afford  him  children,  that  then 
the  Farm  at  Nonacowcos,  or  part  of  it,  or  some 
other  Farme  might  be  for  him  to  live  on.  and 
his  children  to  be  brought  up  with  Learning ; 
but  especially  that  of  one  of  his  sons,  if  he 
should  have  any,  that  may  prove  most  docible, 
not  having  regard  to  elder  or  younger,  But  he 
that  is  most  ingenious  may  be  brought  up  to 
Learning ;  &  so,  what  is  left  after  my  cousin 
Robert's  decease,  if  any  scholar,  he  to  be  brought 
up  to  enjoy  it.  And  for  the  Land  no  waves  to 
be  disposed  in  Sale,  but  most  ot  the  Revenue 
etil  to  bring  up  a  schollar  that,  if  it  please,  he 
or  they  may  be  an  Instrument  or  Instruments  to 
do  much  good  in  the  time  of  their  being  here 
in  this  world.  Or  else,  to  be  disposed  on  some 
poor  man's  Son  that  is  very  desirous  to  be  a 
Scholar;  but  let  him  be  ingenious  &  bashful, 
rather  than  to  be  too  confident  &  bold  ;  for  that 
generally  is  not  wanting  to  those  that  have  large 
parts  or  think  they  have.  You  may  bestow 
some  gold  rings  on  some  Relations  if  you  please, 
but  as  to  a  real  Cordial  Friend  they  are  like  to 
a  Phoenix,  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

But  if  some  should  meet  with  this  Will  they 
would  count  it  that  it  is  not  compos  mentis.  In 
one  sense  I  will  owne  it;  for  I  know  not  what 
to  do  for  I  have  so  many  Relations,  that  if  I 
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should  go  to  them  for  relief,  (as  the  old  Proverb 
is),  I  should  be  well  fitted. 

But  to  my  dear  Relations  &  Friends  that  have 
any  well  wishes  for  what  I  have  rather  than  for 
myself,  I  wish  wherein  they  have  done  well, 
they  may  have  the  good  and  the  comfort 
thereof ;  &  wherein  they  have  done  amiss,  that 
they  may  truly  repent  &  return  to  the  Lord, 
that  he  may  bestow  his  Grace  &  mercy  upon 
them.  Some  may  take  delight  in  their  child- 
ren when  they  go  to  Lectures  to  hear  Sermons, 
though  I  believe  to  many  that  much  good  it 
hath  done  them ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  have 
a  care  that  they  do  not  go  thither  more  for 
pleasure  than  profit,  which  edifies  not,  and  that 
children  be  imployed  in  some  Imployment  & 
Calling  and  so  to  betake  themselves  to  it ;  for 
hearing  of  Sermons,  and  attending  Prayer,  Pri- 
vate Meetings,  or  being  brought  up  a  Schollar, 
or  one  that  hath  a  general  knowledge,  will  not 
maintain  without  some  Imploy  or  calling ;  and 
it's  to  be  feared  that  some  that  are  ready  to  go 
to  all  Meetings,  yet  if  they  neglect  their  particu- 
lar Duty  &  Calling  at  home,  it  may  not  issue  in 
good  to  their  Family. 

But  all  things  ought  to  be  done  orderly  with 
wisdom  and  prudence  to  Edification  ;  not  to 
have  men's  abilities  and  persons  in  Admiration 
so  as  to  neglect  those  that  duty  does  oblige  to 
honor.  And  it's  generally  reported  that  men  of 
parts  have  not  that  Love  to  the  Ministry  as  they 
should,  but  to  make  use  of  it  so  far  as  it  may  be 
helpful  to  them.  And  others  that  are  in  the 
Ministry  do  adhere  to  particular  partys  &  do 
seek  the  favor  and  Company  of  those  that  are 
most  beneficial  and  delightful,  especially  the 
affectionate  good  Madams,  thinking  the  best 
not  good  enough  for  them, — with  something  oi 
a  neglect  of  those  that  formerly  have  been  obli- 
ging ;  &  others  that  should  be  visited  for  God- 
liness sake,  which  rarely  is  to  be  found,  together 
with  neglect  of  Studies,  &  not  with  that  gravity 
&  meekness  as  ought  to  be.  The  which  those 
that  are  not  guilty,  it  hath  no  reflection  on  them, 
But  those  that  are,  let  them  reflect  within  them- 
selves. I  wish  there  may  be  a  narrow  Search  & 
what  is  amiss  may  be  amended.  For  to  be 
truly  religious,  free  from  Covetousness  &  vain 
glory,  &  to  be  pious,  meek,  &  humble,  it  is  very 
rare  to  find  any. 

To  my  Wife,  if  she  comes  over  to  New  Eng- 
land before  she  heareth  of  my  decease,  with  an 
intention  in  Love  to  live  with  me,  then  I  bestow 
on  her  Three  hundred  pounds ;  the  which  is  to 
be  paid  out  of  plate,  Household  Stuff,  or  the 
best  can  be  made  out  of  my  estate.  To  Mrs. 
Lake,  I  give  to  her  twenty  pounds,  To  her 
Daughter  Cotton  ten  pounds.  To  her  son  at 
Mr.  Shrimpton'  five  pounds.  To  old  Mrs.  Poole 
five  pounds,  whom  I  looke  to  be  a  friend  to  me 


&  my  wife ;  for  the  rest  generally' are  partial, 
leaning  to  Madame's  side,  which  [I]  fear  by 
their  Counsel  &  affection  each  to  other,  have 
caused  her  to  err  from  the  Rule,  whatever  high 
Conceits  they  may  have  for  their  own  wisdom 
&  knowledge. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I  make  such  a  Will  ? 
The  Reason,  Because  what  I  have  said  when 
alive,  I  believe  it's  forgot;  But  what  now  [II 
write,  it  may  be  some  may  remember  it,  &  [I] 
do  wish  it  may  be  for  their  good. 

(To  Hezekiah  Browne  I  forgive  his  debt.)  I 
hardly  finding  any  footsteps  for  such  a  Will  as 
this,  nor  neither  know  I  where  to  meet  with  a 
wise,  humble,  &  meek  man,  (the  which  I  could 
wish  there  were  many  of  them)  to  communicate 
my  selfe  to,  unless  it  be  one  or  two  whose  oc- 
casions will  not  permit ;  and  so  [I]  expect  by 
some  they  will  find  fault,  and  condem  it,  &  me 
also.  But  I  shall  then  after  my  decease,  have 
no  Eares  to  heare  them,  or  to  be  troubled  at 
what  they  may  say.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it 
may  be  an  occasion  to  some  that  may  lollow, 
not  to  flatter  when  they  are  getting  out  of  the 
world,  but  to  leave  some  sayings  and  prescrip- 
tions that  may  be  of  benefit  to  future  ages ;  then 
I  [shall]  have  attained  the  end  of  the  writing  of 
this  Will, which  in  most  things  I  could  wish  I  had- 
occasion  that  it  should  '  a'  been  otherwise. 

I  wish  to  Relations  Friends,  &  all  people, 
that  they  might  walk  more  circumspectly,  lov- 
ino-ly,  holily,  &  humbly  with  God,  that  the  Lord 
in  mercy  may  return  with  a  Blessing  to  their 
Soul,  Bodys,  &  Estates, — and  to  enjoy  Commu- 
nion with  God  here,  &  to  be  made  Vessels  of  hon- 
our fit  for  the  Lord's  use  ;  and  when  they  shall 
have  ended  these  few  days  here  they  may  be  par- 
takers with  eternal  communion  withGod  forever. 

Which  is,  as  I  hope,  the  humble  request  of 
my  Lord  with  God  for  my  selfe,  &  so  de- 
claring this  to  be  my  last  Will  until  I  see  cause 
to  change  it.  I  fear  many  that  pray  they  do  it 
as  a  Task  or  Custom,  &  when  that  is  done,  they 
have  done ;  &  do  not  mind  whether  they 
have  a  return  or  not ;  but  some  when  at  their 
house  do  too  much  Feast,  something  is  neces- 
sary to  refresh. 

To  Goodman  Warner  I  forgive  what  money 
is  due  from  him  for  Rent,  &  to  Mr.  Wallis  I  give 
five  pounds. 

At  Nonacowcos  Farme  ye  17  of  August  Anno 
Dom.  1689. 

Hezekiah  TJsher. 

Sealed  &  declared  to  be  my  Act  &  Deed  as  to 
ye  contents  within,  being  declared  to  be  my 
Will  at  Nonacowcos,  in  ye  presence  of 

Samuel  Worner. 

Samuel  Warner,  Jr.  I 

The  mark  of  Thomas  x  Williams,    [ 

The  mark  of  Timothy  x  Cooper.      J 
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[Notes  to  Hezekiah  Ushek,  Jr's  Will.] 


"  The  LTsles  or  de  Insulas  are  of  a  noble 
family  ;  they  bore  topaz,  on  a  chief,  sappire, 
three  lions,  rampant  of  the  first ;  they  took  their 
no  me  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where,  and  in 
Hants,  they  had  large  estates,  flourishing  in 
great  credit  and  honor,  the  most  memorable  of 
them  was  John  de  Insula  Vecta,  summoned  by 
that  name  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  reign  of 
K.  Edw.  II. 

"The  Lord  Lisle  was  the  son  of  Sir  William 
Lisle,  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Knight,  who  died 
during  the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  left 
this,  his  son,  a  fair  estate ;  He  was  bred  to  the 
law ;  chosen  a  member  for  Winchester,  15  and 
16  Cha.  I.;  and  took  the  Covinant  in  1643,  be- 
came a  Colonel  in  the  Army ;  a  commissioner 
of  the  new  Great  Seal,  and  an  assistant  to 
Bradshaw,  the  President  of  the  High  Court  ol 
Justice  that  tried  the  King,  sitting  close  to,  and 
constantly  attending  the  President,  during  the 
whole  time.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  Council 
of  State  in  the  year  1649  and  1650;  and  the 
Parliment  for  his  services,  gave  him  the  master- 
ship of  St.  Cross,  an  ecclesiastical  preferment, 
worth  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and 
for  his  sake,  a  reverend  Doctor  was  deprived. 
He  was  one  of  the  Council  of  State  in  1653 ;  and 
though  partial  to  a  Commonwealth,  accepted 
many  places  under  the  Cromwells,  particularly 
that  of  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  which, 
Whitlock  informs  us,  from  his  want  of  experi- 
ence, he  was  ill  able  to  execute.  He  was  Recor- 
der of  the  town  of  Southampton,  called  in  1654 
and  1656  ;  he  was  also  appointed  a  Governor 
for  Schools  and  Alms-houses :  but  wThat  was 
much  to  his  disgrace,  Oliver  made  him  the  tool 
of  his  severity — he  was  President  of  his  high 
High  Courts  of  justice,in  which  were  condemned 
the  unfortunate  Colonel  Gerard,  Mr.  Towel, 
Sir  Henry  Ilingsby,  and  Doctor  Hewet.  He 
sat  in  the  restored  Parliment ;  but  finding  the 
confusion  must  end  in  the  restoration  of  royalty, 
he  prudently  retired  to  the  Continent.  The 
Parliment  proscribed  him  and  confiscated  his 
estates.  He  was,perhaps,as  President  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice,  the  most  unpopular  character 
in  the  Kingdom,  for  it  was  debated  in  Parlia- 
ment to  condemn  every  person  who  had  ever  sat 
in  any  High  Court  of  Justice.  Three  Irish  ruf- 
fians shot  him  dead  as  he  was  going  to  church, 
at  Lansanne,  in  1664  by  procurement  of  some  of 
the  Royal  family,  probably  the  Given-mother. 
He  has  the  character  of  a  clouded,  severe  repub- 
lican.'"— Noble's  Memoirs  of  the  Procteetorate 
Home  of  Cromwell.  373,  374. 

To  the  foregoing  I  have  but  to  add,  from 
Burke  that  the  Lisles  were  formerly  Barons  of 


England,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Lisle,  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  which  title  has  been  in  obeyance 
since  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

Of  this  family  was  the  great  Sir  John  Lisle, 
one  of  the  first  twelve  Knights  of  the  Garter, 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  temp.  Ed.  Ill, 
and  a  soldier  in  the  Holy  Wars,  where  he  greatly 
distinguished  himself.  He  was  buried  in  St. 
George's  Chapel,  Windsor,  and  in  St.  George's 
Hall  his  arms  are  emblazoned. 

John  Lisle,  one  of  Cromwell's  Lords,  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  was  of  this  family.  He  married 
in  1637,  Alice,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir 
White  Beckonshaw,  of  Movies  Court,  Co.  Hants, 
by  Edith,  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
William  Bond  ;  Lady  Lisle  was  thus  connec- 
ted with  the  families  of  Bond,  Long,  Whitmore, 
Churchill,  and  many  others  of  distinction. 

The  cruel  fate  of  Lady  Alicia  Lisle  has  inves- 
ted the  name  with  a  painful  interest.  From  the 
vivid  pages  of  Macaulay's  History  and  the  more 
minute  record  in  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, by  George  .Roberts,  I  have  attempted  to 
compile  an  account  of  this  most  iniquitous  trial. 

After  the  failure  of  Monmouth's  ill-advised 
and  futile  attempt  to  Avin  the  kingdom,  com- 
menced the  task  of  discovering  and  punishing 
his  followers.  Judge  Jeffreys,  whose  name  has 
become  a  synomym  for  judicial  tyranny  and 
wanton  cruelty,  commenced  his  campaign  in  the 
West,  where  the  '-Bloody  Assize"  began  at 
Winchester. 

Two  of  the  vanquished  rebels,  John  Hicks, 
and  Richard  Nelthorpe,  the  former  a  Noncon- 
formist divine,  and  the  latter  a  lawyer  who  had 
been  outlawed  for  his  share  in  the  Rye  House 
Plot,  had  sought  refuge  in  the  house  of  Lady 
Lisle  She  received  them,  and  sheltered  them, 
but,  on  the  following  morning,  a  party  of  troops 
searched  the  house,  and  discovered  them  both. 
This  case  was  the  first  which  was  presented  to 
Jeffreys  ;  and  he  determined  to  give,  at  the  out- 
set, a  fearful  warning  to  the  guilty  Dissenters. 

The  bearing  of  the  Judge  was  violent  and 
overbearing;  the  witnesses  as  we  -hall  see  were 
confused  in  their  statements;  and  the  jury  brow- 
beaten and  forced  to  give  a  verdict  entirely  op- 
posite to  their  sympathies  and  belief.  It  was  a 
matter  of  doubt'  whether  Lady  Lisle  knew  that 
her  guests  had  served  under  Monmouth.  Her 
own  declaration  was,  that  she  believed  Hicks  to 
be  in  concealment,  only  for  the  offence  of  preach- 
ing at  conventicles  ;  and  there  was  no  testimony 
to  rebut  this  statement.* 


•Bishop  Burnet,  who  had  great  facilities  for  knowing  the 
truth,  says  that  on  leirningihe  crime  of  her  guest,  she  sent 
a  messenger  to  a  neighboring  Maeistrate  to  inform  him. 
desiring,  however,  that  thev  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
escape.  She  seems  to  have  been  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy, 
as  she  hints  in  her  dying  speech. 
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Again,  the  Jury  inquired  -whether  the  prisoner 
could  be  found  guilty  of  concealing  a  person 
•vho  had  not  been  convicted  of  any  offence,  as 
Hicks  had  not  been  tried.  The  Judge,  in  defi- 
ance of  law  and  equity,  replied  that  it  made  no 
difference.  On  the  other  point,  the  Judge, 
equally  contemming  the  rules  of  justice  and 
propriety,  told  the  Jury  that  Nelthorps  had 
privately  informed  him  of  the  whole  conversa^ 
tion  between  Kicks  and  himself  at  supper,  when 
it  was  asserted,  Hicks  informed  his  hostre«s  of 
the  true  cause  of  his  concealing  himself.  It 
was  on  the  strength  of  this  evidence  that  the 
charge  of  misprison  of  treason  was  to  be  sus- 
tained. Besides  thus  performing  the  task  of  a 
witness,  Jeffreys  cross-examined  the  witnesses 
with  the  utmost  ferocity. 

He  terrified  one  witness,  who  sought  to  pre- 
varicate in  order  to  shield  his  mistress,  by  re- 
ligious admonitions,  thus  working  on  his  belief 
as  a  Presbyterian.  Having  silenced  and  bewil- 
dered all  who  had  aught  to  urge  for  the  defence, 
he  proceeded  to  charge  the^  Jury  in  a  tirade  of 
abuse,  against  the  Whigs  and  Dissenters.  The 
Jury,  composed  of  the  gentlemen  of  Hampshire, 
were  not  easily  driven  to  deliver  a  verdict  of 
Guilty.  They  remained  long  in  consultation, 
till  the  Judge,  after  waiting  impatiently,  sent 
them  a  message  to  the  effect,  that  the  case  was 
so  clear,  that  he  saw  no  reason  even  for  leaving 
the  box.  Thus  driven,  the  Jury  returned  to  say 
that  they  held  the  proof  insufficient.  Again, 
they  were  sent  out,  after  receiving  the  expostu- 
lations of  the  Judge;  and  at  length,  worn  out, 
they  reluctantly  complied  with  his  wishes  by  a 
verdict,  the  third  one,  of  Guilty. 

"  If  I  had  been  among  you  and  she  had  been 
"  my  own  mother,  I  should  have  found  her 
"guilty,"  said  the  impartial  Judge  ;  whose  sen- 
tence was  that  she  should  be  burned  alive,  that 
very  afternoon. 

Cruel  as  Jeffreys  was,  he  was  even  more  ava- 
ricious ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  a  bribe, 
he  threw  out  this  hint.  "  We  that  are  Judges 
"  shall  stay  in  the  town  an  hour  or  two.  You  " 
addressing  the  Prisoner,  "  shall  have  pen,  ink, 
'"  and  paper  brought  you  ;  and  if  in  the  mean, 
u  time,  you  employ  that  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and 
"  this  hour  or  two,  well  (you  understand  what  I 
"  mean),  it  may  be  you  may  hear  farther  from 
"  us,  in  a  deferring  the  execution." 

Some  of  the  Clergy  of  Winchester  procured  a 
respite  of  five  days ;  and  during  that  time,  great 
efforts  were  made  at  Court  to  obtain  a  pardon. 
Lord  Feversham.  being  offered  one  thousand 
pounds,  begged  the  life  of  Lady  Lisle,  only  to 
hear  from  the  King  that  he  had  promised  Jef- 
freys not  to  pardon  her.  The  Ladies  St.  John. and 
Abergavenny,  two  Tory  Peeresses,  petitioned  for 
a  reprieve ;  but  James  declared  he  wonld   not 


grant  her  one  day.  The  utmost  favor  he  would 
show  was  to  change  her  sentence  from  burning 
to  beheading.  She  was  put  to  death  on  a  scaf- 
fold, in  the  market-place  of  Winchester,  on  the 
second  of  September,  1685,  being  then  aged 
about  seventy  years. 

Her  last  speech  was  as  follows  : — "  Gentle- 
"  men,  Friends  and  Neighbors,  It  may  be 
"  expected  that  I  should  say  something  at  my 
"  death,  and  in  order  thereunto  I  shall  acquaint 
"  you,  that  my  birth  and  education  were  both 
"  near  this  place,  and  that  my  parents  instruc- 
"  ted  me  in  the  fear  of  God.  and  I  now  die  of 
"  the  Reformed  Protestant  religion  ;  that  if  ever 
'■  Popery  should  return  into  this  nation,it  would 
"be  a  very  great  and  severe  judgment ;  that  I  die 
"  in  expectation  of  the  pardon  of  all  my  sins,  and 
"  of  acceptance  with  God  the  Father,  by  the  im- 
"  puted  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  being 
"the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
"  one  that  believes.  I  thank  God  through  Jesus 
"  Christ,  that  I  depart  under  the  blood  of  sprink- 
ling, which  speaketh  better  things  than  that  of 
"  Abel :  God  having  made  the  chastisement  an 
"ordinance  to  my  soul.  T  did  once  as  little  ex- 
"  pect  to  come  to  this  place  on  this  occasion  as 
"  any  person  in  this  place  or  nation ;  therefore 
"  let  all  learn  not  to  be  high  minded  but  fear.  The 
"  Lord  is  a  sovereign  and  will  take  what  way  he 
"  sees  best  to  glorifie  himself  in  and  by  his  poor 
"  creatures  ;  and  I  do  humbly  desire  to  submit 
"  to  his  will,  praying  to  him,  That  I  may  possess 
"  my  soul  in  patience.  The  crime  that  was  laid 
"  to  my  charge,  was  for  entertaining  a  noncon- 
"  forming  Minister  and  others  in  my  house ;  the 
"  said  minister  being  sworn  to  have  been  in  the 
"late  Duke  of  Monmouth's  Army;  but  I  have  been 
"told,  that  if  I  had  denied  them,  it  would  not 
"  at  all  have  affected  me  ;  I  have  no  excuse,  but 
"  surprise  and  fear,  which  I  believe  my  jury 
"  must  make  use  of  to  excuse  their  verdict  to 
"  the  world.  I  have  also  been  told  that  the 
"  court  did  use  to  be  of  counsel  for  the  prisoner; 
"  but  instead  of  advice,  I  had  evidence  against 
"  me  from  thence  ;  which  though  it  was  only 
"  by  hearsay  might  possibly  affect  my  jury ;  my 
"  defence  being  but  such,  as  might  be  expected 
"  from  a  weak  woman,  but  such  as  it  was,  I  did 
"  not  hear  it  repeated  again  to  the  Jury ;  which, 
"  as  I  have  been  informed,  is  usual  in  such  cases. 
"  However,  I  forgive  all  the  world,  and  therein 
" all  those  that  have  done  me  wrong;  and  in 
"  particular,  I  forgive  Col.  Penruddock,  al- 
"  though  he  told  me,  that  he  could  have  taken 
"these  men  before  they  came  to  my  house. 
"  And  I  do  likewise  forgive  him,  who  desired  to 
"  be  taken  away  from  the  grand  Jury  to  the 
"  petty  Jury,  that  he  might  be  more  nearly  con- 
"  cerned  in  my  death.  As  to  what  may  be  ob- 
jected in  reference  to  my  conviction,  that  I 
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"  gave  it  under  my  hand,  that  I  had  discoursed 
"  with  Nelthorp  ;  that  could  be  no  evidence 
"  against  me,  being  after  my  conviction  and 
"  sentence ;  I  do  acknowledge  his  majesty's  favor 
"  in  revoking  my  sentence,  I  pray  God  to  pre- 
"  serve  him  that  he  may  long  reign  in  mercy,  as 
"well  as  justice;  and  that  he  may  reign  in 
"  peace,  and  that  the  Protestant  religion  may 
"  flourish  under  him ;  I  also  return  thanks  to 
"  God  and  the  reverend  clergy,  that  assisted 
"  me  in  my  imprisonment." 

"  Alicia  Lisle." 

It  is  some  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  sen- 
tence was  reversed  after  the  Rebellion  of  1688. 

Mr.  John  Lisle,  the  son  of  the  preceding, 
possessed  an  estate  in  Hants  ;  his  daughter  mar- 
ried Lord  James  Russell,fifth  son  of  the  first  Duke 
of  Bedford,  and  secondly  Sir  H.  Houghton, 
Bart. 

Bridget,daughter  of  Lady  Lisle,  married,  first, 
Doctor  Leonard  Hoar,  third  President  of  Har- 
vard College,  who  died  in  Boston,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  November,  1675,  aged  forty-five  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Quincy  the  ensuing  sixth  of 
December.* 

From  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genea- 
logical Register,  for  January,  1856,  I  clip  the 
following  notice  from  Mrs.  Usher's  funeral  ser- 
mon. 

"  The  character  of  Anna,  the  prophetess,  con- 
"  sider -ed  and  applied. — In  a  sermon  preach' d 
"after  the  Funeral  of  that  Honourable  and  De- 
moted Gentlewoman,  Dame  Bridget  Usher; 
"  who  de  eased  at  Boston,  N.  E.  May  25th,  1723. 
"Being  a  widow  of  a  great  Age.  Published 
"  (with  some  enlargements)  at  the  desire  of  th 
"  honoured  Executors  to  her  Will.  By  Thome 
"as  Foxcroft,  M.  A.  And  a  Pastor  to  the  Old- 
"  Church  in  Boston.  With  a  Preface  by  the 
"Rev.  Mr.  Wadsworth.  Boston  :  Printed  bv  S. 
"  Kneeland,  MDCCXXIII."     12mo.  pp.  62." 


*This  monument  is  erected  over  the  remains  of  the  learned 
Leonard  Hoar,  M.  D.,  the  third  President  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. 

The  following  curions  inscription  is  on  the  tomb,  but 
hard  to  identify,  such  have  been  the  ravages  of  time  : 
"  Epitah  wrote  for  the  Tomb  of 

"  Leonard  Hoar  Doctonr  of 
"  Phisick  who  departed  this  life 
"  In  Boston  the  2b>  November, 
"  Was  interred  here  on  the  6  December 

"And  was  aged  45  years, 
"Anno  Dom,  1675." 
'Three  precious  friends  under  this  tombstone  lie 
"  Patterns  to  aged,  youth,  and  infancy, 
"A  great  mother,  her  learned  son,  with  child, 
"The  first  and  least  went  free,  he  was  exil'd 
"In  love  to  Christ,  this  Couutry,  and  dear  friends, 
"  He  left  his  own,  cross'd  seas,  and  for  amends 
"  Was  here  extoll'd,  envy'd  all  in  a  breath, 
"  His  noble  consort  leaves  is  drawn  to  death. 
"Stranger  changes  may  befall  us  ere  we  die, 
"  Blest  they  who  well  arrive  eternity. 
"God  grant  some  names,  o  though  N.  Euglands  friend. 
"  Don't  sooner  fade  than  thine,  if  times  don't  mend, 


There  is  nothing  in  the  Preface,  by  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  respecting  the  family  of  Mrs.  Usher.  But 
her  character  he  gives  in  these  words :  —  "  I  never 
"heard  to  the  contrary,  but  that  aged  Hand- 
"  maid  of  the  Lord,  Madam  Bridget  Usher,  was 
"from  her  youth  up,  sober,  virtuous  and  reli- 
"  gious.  Ever  since  I  have  known  her  (which 
"  has  been  many  years)  she  has  had  (and  I  think 
"justly)  the  character  of  an  holy,  blameless, 
"close  walker  with  God,"  &c. 

In  his  Sermon,  Mr.  Foxcroft  dwells  upon  the 
character  of  "  Anna  the  Prophetess,  the  daugh- 
"  ter,  Pbanuel,  of  the  tribe  of  Asher,"  to  whom 
"our  Anna,"  is  compared.  At  page  13,  he  re- 
ma1,  ks: — "You  need  not  (I  presume)  be  told 
"to  solemn  occasion,  which  determined  my 
"thoughts  at  this  time  to  such  a  subject :  it  be- 
"  ing  known  to  all,  what  repeated  bereavements 
"have  lately  befallen  us,  in  the  death  of  sever- 
al excellent  women  of  our  communion."  In 
a  note  to  this,  the  Author  says,  "Particularly 
"  Mrs.  Martha  Dasset,  who  died  suddenly,  and 
"  went  to  rest,  on  the  Lord's  day,  March  17th. — 
"And  Dame  Bridget  Usher,  who  finished  her 
"long  pilgrimage  on  earth,  May  25th." 

She  married,  secondly,  Hezekiah  Usher,  Jr., 
and  dying  on  the  twenty  fifth  of  May,  1723,  in 
in  Boston,  was  carried  to  Quincy  and  was  inter- 
red in  the  same  grave  with  her  first  husband  on 
the  thirtieth  of  May,  according  to  her  desire. 
This  was  noted  on  the  Boston  Records. 

By  her  first  husband,  she  had  a  daughter, 
Bridget,  who  married  Rev.  Thomas  Cotton,  and 
was  living  in  London,  in  Hudson-square,  near 
Shoreditch,  anno  1697,  and  who  had  then  a 
child  aged  five  years. 

note  ir. 

August  28,  1682.  Mine  Islands  were  laid 
out  to  Hezekiah  Usher.  Led  on  by  reports  that 
there  were  mines  at  this  place  formerly  worked 
by  the  Indians,  Mr.  Baden,  an  ingenious  miner 
and  assayer,  was  employed  to  seek  them.  Lead 
ore  was  found,  but  not  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  pay  for  w7orking. 

In  1685,  Mr.  Usher  was  hunting  for  mines  in 
Deerfield;  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  1686, 
Mason,  the  proprietor  of  New  Hampshire,  "far- 
med out  to  Hezekiah  Usher  and  his  Heirs  all 
the  mines,  (as  described  in  the  chapter  of  third 
of  November,  18th,  James  I,)  and  minerals  w  ith- 
in  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  teim  of 
one  thousand  years,  liberty  of  use  of  wood  and 
coals  and  water  courses  for  smelting  &c  reserv- 
ing to  himself  one  fourth  of  the  royal  ores  [i.  e. 
gold  and  silver  and  one  seventeenth  of  all  the 
baser  metals.  If  not  entered  upon  and  improv- 
ed in  7  years  Mason  to  have  power  to  relet  until 
Usher  should  improve  it.  The  preceeding  re- 
marks in  the  Will  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
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capital  employed  in  mining  had  been  entirely 
sunk. 

NOTE    III. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  "Writ,  issued  by  the 
Inferiour  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  March,  1866-7  against  Hezekiah  Usher, 
Merchant, —at  the  suit  of  Jeffrey  Herman,  a  Ger- 
man miner,  in  an  action  of  Covenant  broken,  for 
that  whereas,  the  Defendant,  by  a  certain  writ- 
ing of  articles,  covenant  or  agreement,  under  his 
hand  and  seal, dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, last  past,  and  now  in  Court  produced, 
made  between  the  Defendant  for  himself  and 
Company ;  viz  Cornet  Henry  Woods  and  James 
Smedley  of  Concord,  and  Joseph  Curtis  of  Sud- 
bury, on  the  one  part,  and  the  said  plaintiff  and 
one  Augustin  Lieightenazger,  German, and  by  oc- 
cupation a  miner,  on  the  other  part,  for  himself 
and  partner  in  a  minrall  lying  and  being  at  a 
place  called  Fair-haven  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Concord  in  the  County  of  Middlesex. 
The  said  Defendant  hired  and  engaged  said 
plaintiff  and  said  Lieightenazger  to  work  as 
miners  six  full  months  from  the  date  of  said  writ- 
ing in  a  Minrall  at  said  Fair-haven  or  some  other 
Minrall  in  New  England,  in  case  said  Minrall 
should  not  prove  according  to  expectation. 
And  the  said  defendant  for  himself  and  part- 
ners did  covenant  with  and  engage  to  the  said 
Germans  to  pay  or  cause  truly  to  be  paid  to  each 
of  them  twenty  shillings  in  good  money  each 
week  till  the  term  of  six  months  as  above  is  ex- 
pired. And  the  said  defendant  Usher  for  him- 
self and  partners  did  also  covenant  and  promise 
to  and  with  the  said  plaintiff  and  said  Leizh- 
tenazger  that  he  would  provide  and  furnish  them 
with  all  necessaries  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  said  Minerall  or  Mineralls,  as  Labourers, 
smith  work,  picks,  spades  &c.  And  by  said  writ- 
ing said  defendant,  plaintiff  and  Leightenazger 
mutuly  convenanted  and  agreed,  and  did  bind 
themselves  each  to  the  other  in  sundry  obliga- 
tions in  the  articles  in  said  writing,  expressed 
(as  by  said  writing,  amongst  other  things  there- 
in contained  it  more  plainly  appears.)  And  the 
said  plaintiff  in  fact  saith,  although  he  served  on 
said  work  and  business  of  said  mineral,  and 
performed  and  was  always  ready  to  preform 
what  on  his  part  ought  to  be  performed,  accord- 
ing to  said  writing  and  agreement,  yet  said  de- 
fendant not  minding  his  covenant  and  agree- 
ment made  with  said  plaintiff,  hath  not  paid  to 
said  plaintiff  twTenry  shillings  per  week  for  six 
months  last  past,  amounting  to  twenty-four 
pounds,  or  did  said  defendant  provide  or  fur- 
nish labourers,  smith-work,  picks,  spades  &c.  as 
by  agreement  he  covenanted  and  promised  to  do. 
Non-pavment  and  preformance  is  to  the  plaintiff's 
damage  forty  pounds. 
John  Winchcombe,  under  sheriff,  attached  the 


body  of  Usher  and  by  direction  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Lindry,  the  Plaintiffs  Attorney  took  his  own 
bond,  for  sixty  pounds. 


IV.- A  PLEA  FOR  AMERICAN  HERALDRY. 

The  question  of  the  propriety  of  an  Ameri- 
can system  of  heraldry,  will  probably  be  a  nov- 
el one,  to  most  of  our  readers.  So  little  is 
known,  in  this  country,  of  the  true  objects  and 
advantages  of  the  use  of  heraldic  symbols,  that 
few  persons  have  formed  any  opinion  of  the 
possible  value  of  a  well  regulated  system.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  existing  use  of  coats-of- 
arms,  has  been  so  extended  in  our  large  cities, 
and  has  been  attended  with  such  evident  abu- 
ses, that  tli3  whole  subject  seems  to  have  become 
a  farce. 

It  must  be  conceded,  however,  that  this  is 
hardly  a  fair  position  to  take  towards  an  insti- 
tution which  has  for  centuries  been  respected 
in  other  countries,  and  even  to-day  is  recogniz- 
ed as  a  powerful  method  of  rewarding  distin- 
guished merit.  Not  to  quote  the  examples  of 
English  Commanders  and  Civilians  of  the  past 
generation,  it  can  hardly  be  forgotten  that  one 
of  the  most  valued  rewards  bestowed  ujdoii  the 
great  African  Explorer,  Captain  Speke,  was  an 
augmentation  to  his  inherited  coat-of-arms.  It 
will,  therefore,  hardly  be  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  a  privilege  so  highly  esteemed,  is  absurd; 
and  the  only  question  should  be,  as  to  its  adap- 
tation to  the  wants  of  a  republican  form  of 
society. 

We  do  not  meet  this  problem  as  being  purely 
an  abstract  one.  We  have  inherited  from  the 
Colonists  of  the  country,  a  certain  amount  of 
prejudice  and  sentiments,  which,  though  weak- 
ened by  time  and  the  alteration  in  our  circum- 
stances, have  never  been  entirely  obscured.  The 
prevailing  element,  as  we  all  know,  is  English, 
giving  that  term  the  limitation  of  embracing 
the  British  nation,  and  our  ideas  must  be 
brought  mainly  to  an  English  standard  for  ex- 
amination. In  this  particular  instance,  we  can 
hardly  desire  a  better  guide,  than  the  opinion 
of  educated  Englishmen  on  the  subject. 

Not  to  go  too  far  back  into  the  history  of  her- 
aldry, a  few  general  facts  may  be  stated,  which 
will  possess  the  greater  interest,  as  they  seem  to 
be  practically  unknown  or  ignored  in  this 
country.  In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  said,  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  coat-of-arms  be- 
longing to  a  name.  Whenever,  or  however  ob- 
tained, a  coat-of-arms  was  the  property  of  an 
individual,  and  descended  by  fixed  and  well- 
known  rules,  to  his  heirs.  It  was,  in  the  nature 
of  any  other  piece  of  property,  restricted  to  its 
lawful  possessors.     In  brief,  it  was  a  species  of 
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honor  or  dignity,  like  a  title  of  nobility,  and  was 
as  strictly  guarded  in  its  conditions. 

Undoubtedly,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  in 
England  a  great  laxity  in  practice,  which  ob- 
scures the  plain  rules  of  the  science.  At  Her- 
ald's College,  any  one  may  still  procure,  for  a 
rather  large  fee,  a  special  coat-of-arms,  to  be  the 
property  of  himself  and  his  descendants.  On 
the  other  hand,  by  assuming  the  arms  of  a  name- 
sake, this  cost  is  saved,  and  the  appropriator 
may  even  pass  himself  off  as  a  relative  of  the 
rightful  owner.  There  is,  however,  a  feeling 
there,  that  such  a  course  is  improper,  and  de- 
tection would  bring  the  offender  under  some 
social  ban. 

In  this  country,  of  late  years,  we  have  been 
guilty,  but  undoubtedly  more  through  igno- 
rance than  design.  It  has  been  thought  that  a 
coat-of-arms,  or  a  crest,  was  the  natural  decora- 
tion of  a  carriage,  a  ring,  or  a  sheet  of  note  pa- 
per, and  accordingly  such  a  device  has  been  as- 
sumed. In  the  Colonial  times,  there  was  a  cer- 
tain legitimate  use  of  these  symbols,  and  certain 
families  have  always  continued  to  employ  them  ; 
there  was,  therefore,  nothing  novel  or  preten- 
tious in  the  use.  and  it  has  been  constantly  in- 
creasing. We  have  had  no  censor  to  investi- 
gate these  claims,  and  the  few  engravers  or  her- 
ald painters  who  have  been  established  here, 
have  been  but  too  happy  to  oblige  their  pat- 
rons with  all  the  decorations  that  their  art  af- 
forded The  result  is,  that  American  coats-of- 
arms  are  a  jest  abroad,  and  worse  than  that, 
many  estimable  persons  are  wrongly  blamed  for 
a  silly  vanity  to  ape  foreign  customs,  when,  in 
fact,  they  thought  they  were  exercising  an  un- 
disputed right. 

We  shall  hereafter  explain  our  plan  for  a  sys- 
tem of  American  heraldry,  but  we  desire  first  to 
call  attention  to  the  existing  abuses.  It  cannot 
be  too  strongly  urged  that  to  use  a  coat-of-arms, 
is  to  claim  a  descent  from  some  person  who  was 
duly  authorized  to  use  it  under  the  rules  and 
customs  of  some  foreign  nation.  Unless  the 
pedigree  can  be  proved,  there  is  no  justifiable 
pretext  for  the  use.  Personsat  all  familiar  with 
heraldry,  are  often  requested  by  their  friends  to 
indicate  the  coat  of-arms  belonging  properly 
to  the  family  of  the  inquirer.  Some  heraldic 
Encyclopedia,  like  Burke's  Armoury,  is  produc 
ed,  and  the  expert  is  asked  which  of  a  dozen 
coats  borne  by  families  of  the  name,  belongs  to 
the  American  tribe.  If  he  be  honest,  he  replies 
that  none  of  them  is  to  be  selected,  and  if  his 
friend  wants  to  assume  a  coat-of-arms,  he  has 
the  whole  book  from  which  to  select.  It  is  bet- 
ter, in  fact,  that  an  American  Smith,  should 
choose  the  arms  of  an  English  Jones,  than  that 
he  should  appropriate  the  property  of  any  par- 
ticular Smith  in  England,     In  this  case,  he  has 


abandoned  all  claim  to  a  common  ancestry  with 
his  English  namesake,  and  has  simply  picked 
up  an  empty  gew-gaw,  to  please  his  vanity. 

That  this  is  all  wrong,  will  be  conceded  with- 
out discussion.  It  is  as  absurd  to  adopt  one 
form  of  symbolic  honors,  as  another,  and  we 
might  as  well  assume  for  ourselves  all  the  titles 
in  the  peerage,  as  to  appropriate  to  ourselves 
the  coats-of-arms  of  the  peers.  A  very  little  re- 
solution on  the  part  of  the  leaders  of  society, 
would  soon  lead  to  the  suppression  of  the  most 
glaring  instances  of  abuse,  and  ridicule  would 
overcome,  what  serious  argument  fails  to  reach. 
Any  Historical  Society,  by  concerted  action, 
could  nearly  eradicate  this  scandalous  blot,  by 
collecting  and  publishing  the  authentic  exam- 
ples, and  leaving  the  others,  under  a  more  than 
suspicion  of  falsity. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  all  this  work  is  su- 
perfluous, since  the  result  to  be  gained  is  one  of 
no  interest  to  the  community.  It  may  be  held 
that  the  case  is  like  that  of  any  pretender  to  a 
title,  wrho  inflicts  his  presence  upon  American 
society.  However  unpleasant  or  injurious,  such 
an  imposture  may  be,  there  is  no  public  duty  to 
be  fulfilled,  by  a  prosecution  to  prove  the  fraud. 
Here,  we  must  bag  leave  to  dissent.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  use  of  heraldic  insignia  are  very 
considerable,  and  it  seems  a  confession  of  weak- 
ness, if  we  prohibit  rather  than  regulate  the 
practice. 

It  has  been  found  to  be  a  most  useful  custom 
to  have  family  names,  inherited  by  successive 
generations.  Especially  is  this  the  case  wdth 
the  English  race,  and  we  can  hardly  imagine  a 
condition  in  society  in  which  this  practice  does 
not  obtain.  Similarly  the  ties  of  kindred  to 
the  remotest  degree  are  readily  acknowledged, 
and  our  people  have  shown  a  remarkable  taste 
for  the  study  of  genealogy.  This  taste  and 
pursuit,  has  been  strangely  free  from  any  taint 
of  snobbery ;  all  branches  of  a  family  have  been 
traced  with  equal  care,  and  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases,  the  emigrant  ancestor  has  been  stdu- 
ously  sought  in  the  ranks  of  the  yeomen  or  me- 
chanics who  founded  the  nation.  The  constant 
emigration  from  the  sea-board  to  the  interior 
has  caused  an  immense  dispersion  of  families, 
but  the  connection  has  rarely  been  suffered  to 
be  forgotton.  With  the  improved  means  of 
communication  has  arisen  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  our  Western  cousins,  to  know  more  of 
their  ancestry,  and  we  may  feel  assured  that  the 
claims  of  blood  were  never  more  cheerfully  ac- 
knowleged,  than  they  are  to-day. 

Now,  we  hold  that  in  the  system  of  heraldry, 
there  are  great  opportunities  to  assist  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  family  connection.  It  is  an  al- 
phabet of  signs,  comparatively  few  in  number, 
and  easily  learned,  capable  of  infinite  combina- 
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tions  within  a  moderate  compass.  There  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  assigning  a  specific  coat-of- 
arms  to  every  family  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  the 
resources  of  the  heraldic  system  ore  concerned. 
Certainly  there  would  be  a  great  convenience  in 
such  a  symbol,  which,  as  truly  and  briefly  as  a 
surname,  would  at  once  proclaim  the  parentage 
of  any  individual.  We  have,  indeed,  the  great 
advantage,  arising  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  that  we  can  arrange 
our  citizens  into  families,  or  clans,  with  an  au- 
thentic ancestry.  Unlike  our  English  friends, 
whose  pedigrees  must  be  of  varying  length,  de- 
pendent upon  the  preservation  of  various  re- 
cords, we  can  identify  om  American  progeni- 
tors, and  trace  each  off-shoot  from  the  main 
stem,  to  its  remotest  ramification.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  imagine  a  state  of  aftairs  more 
suitable  to  the  wishes  of  a  herald  desirous  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  principles  of  his  science. 
In  this  view,  heraldry  is  the  hand-maid  of  ge- 
nealogy and  may  become  a  most  efficient  assist- 
ant. 

Lastly,  we  deliberately  sacrifice  a  great  ben- 
efit, when  we  throw  away  the  opportunity ^to 
bring  heraldry  within  the  sphere  of  our  daily 
life.  In  the  science  of  ornament,  as  it  appeals 
to  our  inherited  English  tastes,  heraldry  is  a 
conspicuous  component.  In  architecture,  of  the 
Gothic  school,  it  is  almost  a  necessity ;  and  in 
the  humbler  forms  of  decoration  in  ordinary 
life,  it  fills  a  part  which  nothing  else  can.  All 
that  is  necessary,  is  to  free  the  subject  from  the 
ignorance  and  neglect  which  enshroud  it.  to 
give  us  the  right  to  examine,  expand,  and,  if 
necessary,  modify  the  old  heraldic  laws,  and 
we  shall  find  it  a  solid  addition  to  our  possess- 
ions. 

The  essence  of  foreign  heraldry,  is  exclusive- 
ness,  but  only  on  the  principle  which  for  gene- 
rations prevailed,  that  all  the  best  products  of 
the  intellect,  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  a  ruling  class.  It  was  primarily  intended  as 
a  family  distinction;  one  which  should  separ- 
ate the  different  families  of  the  gentry.  We 
have  only  to  give  this  idea  its  legitimate  exten- 
sion, and  we  may  equally  mark  out  all  our  fam- 
ilies of  American  citizens.  Let  all  the  descend- 
ants of  any  emigrant  agree  upon  a  coat-of- areas, 
and  it  will  become  as  much  a  family  inheritance 
as  their  surname  is,  and  will  be  as  useful  a  mode 
of  denoting  their  descent. 

On  another  occasion,  the  writer  has  published 
the  reasons  which  seemed  to  render  it  proper 
that  this  question  should  be  settled  by  Con- 
gressional action.  It  is  quite  evident  that  a 
certain  revenue  could  be  raised  by  a  t  ix  on  ar- 
morial devices,  when  used  as  decorations.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that  such  a  ttx  would  be  an  of- 
ficial sanction  of  such  use,  and  therefore,  that  it 


ought  not  to  be  levied  on  these  falsely  assumed 
coats-of-arms.  It  is  not  impossible,  however, 
to  indicate  a  course  of  action  which  would  be 
consistent  and  dignified. 

One  thing  is  evident ;  everywhere  in  our  ci- 
ties the  assumption  of  coat-armor  is  daily  grow- 
ing more  frequent.  We  can  no  more  avoid  the 
imputation  of  being  delinquents  in  this  respect, 
than  we  can  repel  the  criticisms  formerly  justly 
made  on  our  national  peculiarities.  It  is  use- 
less for  our  government  to  treat  the  matter  as 
beneath  its  notice,  for  the  subject  of  the  cos- 
tumes of  its  representatives  abroad,  has  been 
acted  upon  by  Congress.  It  is  certainly  the  wi- 
sest plan  for  our  Government  to  take,  to  prohi- 
bit the  use,  or  to  insist  npon  proper  regulations. 
Either  method  is  sensible  and  easy,  though  we 
profess  a  preference  for  the  latter  course. 

There  seems  indeed  to  be  one  sensible  and 
dignified  course  of  action,  which  Congress  can 
adopt,  to  which  no  exception  can  be*  taken 
abroad,  and  which  involves  no  additional  ma- 
chinery, for  the  collection  of  the  tax.  This  is 
to  put  the  use  of  armorial  insignia  on  the  same 
basis  as  trade-marks  or  copy-rights.  Let  it  be 
enacted  briefly,  that  as  the  use  of  certain  devi- 
ces is  common  in  civilized  countries,  to  denote 
certain  tacts,  and  such  use  is  restricted  by  cer- 
tain well-known  rules,  this  government  prohib- 
its the  use  of  armorial  devices  except  on  the  fol- 
lowing conditions;  First,  that  by  the  payment 
of  an  annual  license  fee  of  ten  dollars,  any  one 
may  be  entitled  to  use  such  armorial  bearings 
as  he  may  have  registered  at  the  United  States 
District  Court,  in  the  district  in  which  he  is 
taxed ;  and  that  any  one  making  use  of  any 
such  insignia,  on  any  article,  without  license, 
shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars,  except 
where  such  insignia  had  been  engraved  or  paint- 
ed on  some  article  of  the  nature  of  a  monu- 
ment or  heir-loom,  and  no  personal  use  was 
made  of  the  same. 

Secondly,  that  every  one  intending  to  obtain 
such  a  license,  should  file  in  the  District  Court, 
a  statement  of  the  armorial  insignia  he  wishes 
to  adopt,  and  should  pay  therefor  the  sum  of 
Fifty-dollars.  In  case  he  wishes  to  show  that 
such  armorial  arms  were  his  by  inheritance,  the 
proofs  should  be  cited  in  his  statement,  and 
verified  by  the  oath  of  the  applicant,  and  such 
statements  should  always  be  accessible  to  the 
public,  tor  inspection  and  publication. 

Thirdly,  that  every  coat-of-anns  thus  licensed 
should  be  the  exclusive  property  of  the  appli- 
cant and  his  descendants,  accordingto  the  rules 
of  English  heraldry,  and  any  infringement  on 
his  exclusive  right,  should  be  properly  punish- 
ed. 

Fourthly,  that  every  such  coat-of-arms,  used 
under  the  license,  should  have  an  indispensable 


1868.] 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE 


129 


portion  of  it,  the  date  of  the  year  in  which  the 
application  was  filed,  or  the  date  at  which,  as 
the  applicant  claimed,  it  was  used  by  some  pa- 
ternal ancestor.  The  use  of  a  false  date  in  the 
claim,  should  be  punished  by  a  heavy  fine. 

In  this  way,  the  Government  would  simply 
take  the  position,  that  admitting  the  feeling 
which  would  prompt  a  family  to  possess  some 
peculiar  insignia  for  its  exclusive  use,  it  would 
agree  to  defend  the  owner  in  his  property,  only 
insisting  that  the  truth  was  told,  as  to  the  mode 
of  acquiring  it. 

Every  one  who  has  studied  the  science  of 
heraldry,  will  agree  that  this  proviso  of  the  date, 
is  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  and 
entirely  feasible.  The  figures  may  be  placed  on 
a  scroll  beneath  or  beside  the  shield,  or  on  any 
suitable  portion  of  the  field ;  the  only  indis- 
pensable requisite  should  be  that  they  are  plain- 
ly set  forth. 

In  fact,  this  system  would  be  entirely  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  political  institutions.  Cer- 
tainly, we  do  not  desire  to  prevent  any  man 
from  distinguishing  himself,  nor  his  children 
from  cherishing  a  proper  pride  in  his  acts. 
Moreover,  any  system  which  will  tend  to 
strengthen  the  family  tie  among  kindred,  wide- 
ly scattered  as  families  will  become,  throughout 
this  immense  country,  must  be  a  bond  of  union 
and  an  aid  in  preserving  an  identity  of  interest. 
To  induce  persons  to  adopt  this  system,  and 
thus  to  make  it  a  source  of  revenue,  we  have 
provided  that  any  man  may  take  his  earliest 
date  at  which  it  can  be  proved  any  of  his  pa- 
ternal ancestors  used  coats-of-armor.  The  fact 
of  the  use  will  remain  any  way;  and  by  regis- 
tering it  and  recognizing  it,  we  offer  a  sufficient 
inducement  perhaps  to  have  the  fashion  estab- 
lished. 

At  all  events,  the  point  will  be  simple.  If  any 
man  has  a  coat-of-arms  painted  on  the  panels 
of  his  coach,  let.  him  be  told,  at  once,  that  he 
may  continue  to  use  it,  but  that  the  Government 
insists  that  he  shall  also  add  the  date  of  the 
acquisition  of  the  property.  If  he  be  honest  in 
his  assertion  that  he  values  it  only  as  an  orna- 
ment, or  as  a  personal  device,  he  will  agree  to 
let  the  date  of  1868,  stand  as  a  part  of  it.  If 
it  be  an  heir-loom,  he  will  be  glad  to  put  the 
earlier  date  which  will  show  the  fact ;  and  it 
can  injure  no  one  to  have  it  known.  The  only 
malcontent  will  be  the  man  who  has  hoped 
that,  in  the  lack  of  all  rules  and  authority,  his 
assumed  coat  has  been  believed  to  be  an  inher- 
itance. 

Lastly,  we  would  propose,  that  any  Officer  of 
the  Army  or  Navy,  who  has  been  promoted,  for 
special  gallantry  in  the  field  or  for  great  ability 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  shall  have  the 
right  to  substitute  for  the  date,  the  name  of  the 
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battle  in  which  he  won  his  promotion,  and  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  the  registration  fee.  \7e 
should,  doubtless,  in  this  way,  meet  the  want 
which  has  been  so  strongly  felt,  of  some  mode 
by  which  a  meritorious  officer  could  be  reward- 
ed. Crosses,  ribbons,  medals,  and  other  deco- 
rations, have  been  but  seldom  employed  bv  our 
Government ;  but  here,  the  use  of  such  a  reward 
may  be  easily  made  a  part  of  an  important  svs- 
tem. 

The  whole  plan,  in  fact,  would  allow  of  those 
gradations  which  would  meet  the  requirements 
of  every  class.  Government  would  have  the 
merit,  on  the  one  hand,  of  suppressing  that  ridi- 
culous apeing  of  foreign  heraldry  now  prevalent 
and  would  substitute  a  mode,  simple  and  repub- 
lican. To  the  man  of  wealth,  it  would  offer  an 
inheritance  to  his  children,  founded  on  a  truth  • 
to  the  man  conscious  of  a  distinguished  ances- 
try, a  recognition  of  the  fact ;  and  to  the  man 
who  had  risked  his  life  for  his  countrv.  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  services,  the  more  to  be 
prized,  since  it  could  always  be  borne  without 
ostentation. 

If  all  these  inducements  should  fail  to  render 
the  use  of  coat-of-armor  popular,  then  surely  it 
is  time  to  prohibit  it  entirely.  As  it  stands,  it 
is  but  a  mockery  ;  and  nothing  but  the  breath 
of  authority  can  give  it  life.  If  it  be  declined, 
after  being  proffered  on  such  honest  and  intelli- 
gible grounds  as  those  we  have  named,  let  u» 
have  no  more  of  it ;  and  let  the  law  destrov  it. 
We  incline,  however,  to  the  belief  that  it 
would  prove  a  financial  success,  since  it  is  well 
known  that  these  insignia  are  of  prime  import- 
ance, in  many  forms  of  decoration.  Let  us  have 
an  honest  and  manly  system  of  American  her- 
aldry ;  and  we  do  not  fear  that  the  number  of 
applicants  will  be  too  insignificant. 

Lastly,  we  would  say,  that  if  Congress  declin- 
ed to  interfere,  any  one  State  might  easily  adopt 
the  plan,  substituting  State  coats,  for  National. 
Even  without  legislative  enactment,  much  might 
be  done  under  the  authority  of  any  Historical 
Society,  so  far  as  setting  the  fashion  of  annex- 
ing a  date  to  all  inherited  or  assumed  coats. 


NOTE. 


Memorandum  of  the  plan  herein  proposed 

1.  The  use  of  coat-armor  shall  be  prohibited 
to  all  but  those  who  pay  an  annual  tax. 

2.  The  description  of  the  arms  shall  be  filed 
in  the  District  Court,  and  a  fee  of  at  least  fifty 
dollars  paid  therefor ;  the  record  always  being 
open  for  inspection.  Officers  now,  or  formerly, 
in  the  Military  or  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  allowed  to  record  their  arms  with- 
out paying  such  fee ;  and  iu  the  case  of  an  Offi- 
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cer  deceased,  his  children  should  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  entering  arms  in  their  father's  name. 

3.  The  date  of  entry  at  the  Court,  is  in  all 
cases,  to  decide  the  ownership,  if  two  persons 
have'  entered  the  same  arms,  unless  one  party 
prove  inheritance,  in  which  case,  he  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right.  In  all  cases,  the  persons 
dispossessed  may  amend  his  first  description, 
and  thus  obtain  a  new  coat-of-arms,  without  fur- 
ther charge. 

4.  The  date  of  the  year  when  the  arms  were 
assumed,  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  them,  except 
that  the  date  of  an  inherited  shield  may  be 
used  instead ;  or,  by  an  Officer  of  the  United 
States,  the  name  of  any  battle,  etc. 

5  These  provisions  to  apply  only  to  person- 
al use,  and  not  to  refer  to  existing  monuments 

or  records.  ,■•■,, 

6.  After  the  record  of  the  Court,  the.  right 
shail  remain,  although  uo  use  is  made.  The 
tax  is  to  be  only  for  such  years  as  personal  use 
is  intended.  .     . 

7.  In  all  cases  where  persons  have  paintings 
of  arms,  or  engraved  plate  or  seals,  they  must 
take  out  a  license  annually,  though  they  need 
not  file  a  description  nor  alter  the  existing 
shields  by  adding  the  date. 


VI.— THE   INDEPENDENT  COMPANY  OF 
CADETS  OF   BOSTON. 

We  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
the  original  Commission  ot  the  first  Commander 
of  this  Corps,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  why  he 
holds  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-colonel.  It  goes 
back  to  1741,  when  Massachusetts  was  a  Prov- 
ince of  His  Majesty,  King  George  the  Second. 
We  also  read  the  Commission  of  one  of  the 
Majors,  dated  1768,  under  his  Majesty,  King 
George  the  Third.  We  quote  them  here,  as 
they  are  of  interest,  especially  to  past  members 
and  friends  of  this  old  organization  :— 

[Commission  of  the  Captain.] 

Province  of  the    Massachusetts  Bay. 

[Seal  of  Province.] 

William  Shirley,  Esquire,  Captain-general  and 

Governor-in-chief  in   and  over  his  Majesty's 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 

England,  &c,  &c, 
To  Benjamin  Pollard,  Esquire— Greeting  : 

By  virtue  of  the  Power  and  Authority  in  and 
by  his  Majestv's  Royal  Commission  to  me  grant- 
ed, to  be  Captain-general,  &c,  over  this  his 
Majestv's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
aforesaid,  I  do,  by  these  Presents  (reposing  es- 
pecial Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loyalty, 
Courage,  and  good  Conduct)  constitute  and  ap- 


point you,  the  said  Benjamin  Pollard,  to  be  a 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  sixty -four  young  Gen- 
tlemen to  be  by  you  enlisted,  in  the  aforesaid 
Province,  hereby  named  the  Independent  Com- 
pany of  Cadets. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  dignity  of  the 
said  Company,  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  ap- 
point you,  the  said  Benjamin  Pollard,  to  be  and 
hold  the  Rank  of  a  Lieutenant-colonel  in  his 
Majesty's  Militia  within-  this  Province,  and  to 
Roll  on  duty,  in  the  Field  and  in  Garrison,  or 
otherwise,  with  all  Lieutenant-colonels  of  Horse 
or  Foot. 

You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  a  Captain,  in  leading,  or- 
dering, and  exercising  said  Company  in  Arms, 
both  Inferior  Officers  and  Soldiers,  and  to  keep 
them  in  good  Order  and  Discipline,  Hereby 
commanding  them  to  obey  you  as  their  Cap- 
tain, and  yourself  to  observe  and  follow  such 
Orders  and  Instructions  as  you  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  receive  from  me  or  the  Commander-in- 
chief  for  the  time  being. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at 
Boston,  the  sixteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  Fif- 
teenth year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty,  King 
George  the  Second,  Anno  Domini,  1741. 
W.  Shirley. 

[Commission  of  the  Major.] 

Francis  Bernard,  Esq., 
Captain-general  and  Governor-in-chief 

r„     ,  ■,     in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of 

[beal.J     the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  Vice-admiral  of  the  same. 
To  William  Coffin,  Junr.,  Esq. —  Greeting; 

By  virtue  of  the  Power  and  Authority  in  and 
by  His  Majesty's  Royal  Commission  to  me  grant- 
ed to  be  Captain-general,  &c,  over  his  Ma- 
jesty's Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  afore- 
said, I  do,  by  these  presents,  (reposing  especial 
Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loyalty,  Courage, 
and  good  Conduct)  constitute  and  appoint  you, 
the  said  William  Coffin,  Junr.,  to  be  2d  Ensign  of 
a  Company  of  ninety-six  Gentlemen,  called  the 
Independent  Company  of  Cadets;  and,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  Dignity  of  said  Company,  I  do 
hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said 
William  Coffin,  Junr.,  to  be  and  hold  the  rank 
of  a  Major  in  his  Majesty's  Militia  within  this 
Province,  and  to  Roll  on  Duty,  in  the  Field  and 
in  Garrison,  or  otherwise,  with  all  Majors  of 
Horse  or  Foot,  according  to  the  date  of  this  your 
Commission. 

You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to 
discharge  the  Duty  of  an  Ensign,  in  leading,  or- 
dering, and  exercising  said  Company  in  Arms, 
both  inferior  Officers  and  Soldiers,  and  to  keep 
them  in  good  Order  and  Discipline,  Hereby  com- 
manding them  to  obey  you  as  their  Ensign,  and 
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yourself  to  observe  and  follow  all  such  Orders 
and  Instructions  as  you  shall,  fromTime  to  Time, 
receive   from  your  Captain,  or  from  me,  or  the 
Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being. 
-Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Bos- 
ton, the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  in  the 
Eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty,  King 
George  the  Third,  Anno  Domini,  1768. 
By  His  Excellency's  Command, 

A.  Oliver,  Sec'y. 


VII.- -LIST  OF  MS.  PAPERS  RELATING 
TO  NEW  ENGLAND,  IN  THE  BODLE- 
IAN LIBRARY,  OXFORD. 

Prepared  by  Colonel  Joseph  L.  Chester, 
op  London. 

Mather,   (Increase)   of  Boston,  New  Eng- 
land. 

1.  Copy  of    a    letter     to    Mr.  Gouge,  Minis- 

ter of  the  English  Congregation  in  Am- 
sterdam ;  state  of  affairs  at  Boston, 
Dec.  3,  1683  :  3  pp. 

(Tanner  MS.  32./.  187.) 

2.     to  Anth.  a  Wood  ;  information  for 

the  Athense,  July  23,  1691 :  1  p. 

(Tanner  MS.  26./.  48.) 
Randolph,  (Edward)  of  Boston,  N.   E. 

3.  Letter  to  Sancroft,  relative   to  the  Patent 

of  the  Company  for  evangelizing  the  In- 
dians in  New  England,  March  26,  1684: 
1  p.  (Tanner  MS.  /.  4.) 

4;  Paper  on  the  Company  for  evangelizing  the 
Indians:  3  pp.  (Tanner  MS.  32./.  1 

•5.  Letter  to  Sancroft,  begging  his  assistance  in 
raising  money  as  bail  in  an  action  brought 
against  himself,  Aug.  23,  1684  :  1.  p. 

(Tanner  MS.S2./.  122.) 

6.     to  Lloyd,  bp.  of  St.  Asaph,  on   the 

state  of  affairs  at  Boston,  March  28, 1685: 
3  pp.  ( Tanner  MS.  3 1 .  /.  7. ) 

7.     to   Sancroft,  on  the  same  subject, 

Aug.  2,  1686  :  4  pp. 

(Tanner  MS.  30./.  97.) 
to  the  same,  on  the  sad  and  distract 


ed  condition  of  New  England.    May  28, 
1689,  2  pp.  (Tanner  MR  21. f.  29.) 

9.  Abstract  of   Letters  sent  to  him  from  the 

inhabitants  of  Boston  after  the  notice  of 
the  vacating  of  their  Charter :  2  pp. 

(Tanner  MS.  31./.  6.) 

10.  Short  account  of  the  state  of  New  Eng- 

land: 4  pp.  (Tanner  MS.  32./.  5.) 

11.  Letter  from   Boston   to  Sancroft,  on  the 

aversion  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Church,   Dec.  11, 1682  :  1  p. 
(Tanner  MS.  35./  140.) 
Boston,  New  England. 
13.     Order  of  the  Council  allowing    Captain 


Gookin  to  publish  to  the  people,  proposals 
for  transplantation  to  Jamaica ;  7  Mar. 
165 1 :  1  p.  (Raid.  A.  38  /  267.) 

13.  Letter   from   the   Governor,    etc.  of    New 

England  to  Cromwell,  upon  the  forego- 
ing proposal,  23  Oct.  1656.  (Printed.)  1  p. 
(Bawl,  A.  43./  125.) 
Brooker,  (William)  of  Boston,  Mass. 

14.  Assignment  of  his   property  to  his  credi- 

tors, 1720  :  (Copy.)  5  pp. 

(Baud.  C.  128./.  24.) 
New  Hampshire. 

15.  Notes  of  Grants  of  land  from  the  Council 

at.  Plymouth  to  John  Mason  and  others. 
1621-35  :  2  pp.  (Raid.  C.  128.//.  3.  38.; 

16.  List  of  papers  inter  Sam.  Allen  and  R.  Wal- 

dron,  concerning  ye  Proprietorship  of  the 
lands  of  New  Hampshire  :  2  pp. 

(Raid.  C.  128./.  6.) 
Allen,    (Samuel)   Proprietor  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Hampshire. 

17.  Orders  of  Privy  Council,  etc.  on  an  Appeal 

in  Allen  v.  Waldron,    1701-8.  (Copies.) 

15  pp.  (Raid.  0.  379./.  6b  -12.) 

Dudley,  (Colonel)  Gov  of  New  Hampshire. 

18.  Letter  to  the  Council  of  Trade,    23  July, 

1702.     (Copy.)     7.  pp. 

(Rawl.  C.  128./ 14, 16.) 
Newman,  (Henry)  Agent  for   New    Hamp- 
shire. 

19.  Two  Petitions  for  a  supply  of  arms    and 

ammunition  for  New  Hampshire,  1723  : 
3  pp.  (Raid.  C.  128./.  18-20.) 

20.  Reply,  in  refusal,  from  the  Ordnance  Office. 

(Copy.)     2  pp.  (Raid.  C.  128./  37.) 

21.  Answers  to  queries  respecting  New  Hamp- 

shire :  6  pp.  (Raid.  C.  128./  28.) 

22.  Papers   relating  to   the  Province  of  New 

Hampshire :  78  pp.  [not  including  the 
various  articles  mentioned  in  the  List 
which  refer  to  the  same  MS.] 

(Raid.  C.  379.) 

23.  Letters  and  Memorials  to  the  Commission- 

ers of  Trade  and  Plantations,  etc.  1721-4: 
(Copies.)  13  pp. 
(Raid.  C.  379.  ff.  25\  26b,  32,  39, 52,  54.  55.) 

24.  Letters  to  Walpole  ;  1724-5  :  4  pp. 

{Bawl.  C.  379./.  58.) 
Partridge,  (Colonel  William) 

25.  Appointment    to  be  Lieutenant-governor 

of  New  Hampshire,  26  June.  169(S :  1  p. 
(Raid.  A.  341./.  197.) 
Vaughan,  (Major  William)  Agent  for  New 
Hampshire. 

26.  Reasons  in  confirmation  of  his  Petition  to 

Q.  Anne  against  J.  Usher,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire  :  2  pp. 

(Bawl  C.  128./.  1.) 

27.  Petition  to  Q.  Anne  against  Samuel  Al- 

len and  J.  Usher.   1703  :  1  p. 
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(Batcl.  G.  128./.  8.) 

28.  Memorial  to  the  Commissioners  of  Trade, 

in  behalf  of  New  Hampshire,  1703:  (Co- 
py.)   2  pp.  (Rami.  C.  128./.  32.) 

29.  Letter  to  C.  Phipps,  15  Nov.  1706  :  (Copy.) 

2  pp.  (Bawl.  G.  379.  10b.) 
Popple,  (William)  Whitehall. 

30.  Official  Letter   to   the  Governor  of    New 

Hampshire,  13  Feb.  172£.  (Copy.)  1  p. 
(Bawl.  G.  379./.  31b.) 
Shute,  (Samuel)  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

31.  Copies  of  official  letters  from  him,  1722-6. 

3  pp.  (Bawl.  C.  379.  ff.  33,  39b,  40.b) 
Shute,  (Samuel)  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

32.  Certificate,  signed  and  sealed  by  him,  1720: 

1  p.  (Bawl.  G.  128./.  23.) 

Massachusetts. 

33.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the   Patentees  for 

Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England:  1  p. 
(Baid.  G.  128./.  4.) 
Marion,  (Joseph.) 

34.  Certificate  that  he  is  Begistrar  of  Wills,  co. 

Suffolk,  prov.  Massachusetts,    1717.  (Co- 
py.) 1.  p.  (Bawl.  G.  128.  /.  34.) 
Usher,  (John)  Esq.,   of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England. 
35      Petition  to  the  King,  relating  to  New  Eng- 
land, 1719  :  2  pp.      (Bawl.  G.  128./  22.) 

36.  Abstract  of  the  Laws  of   New  England. 

(Printed,  Lond.  1641.)  20  pp. 

(Tanner.  99./  208.) 

37.  Abstract  of  the  Patent  for  the  Propagation 

of  the  Gospel  in  New  England  .  4  pp. 

(Tanner.  48./.  98.) 

38.  Memorial  addressed  to  Bancroft,  concern- 

ing the  surrender  of  the  New  England 
Charter,  July  11, 1683:  1  p. 

(Tanner.  34./  82.) 

39.  The  Summons  to  New  England  ;  a  ballad  : 

3  pp.  (Tanner.  306./  286.) 

Connecticut. 

40.  Petition  to  Charles  II.  for  a  renewal  of  the 

Patent  of  the  Colony  :  2  pp. 

(Bawl.  A.  175,  109.,  176,113.) 
Bypield,  (N.) 

41.  Petition  of  N.  Byfield,  Tho.  Sanford,  &c. 

to  the  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations, for  the  Grant  of  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation :  2  pp. 

(Bawl.  G.  128./  21.) 
Lawson,  (Rev.  Deodat,) 

42.  Letter  to  Jer.  Dimmer  and   Henry  New- 

man ;  24  Dec.  1714  :  2  pp. 

(Baid.  C.  128./.  12.) 
Partridge,  (Richard.) 

43.  Petition  to  the  Queen  about   his   Father, 

&c,  May.  1703:  1  p.  (Bawl.  G.  128./  27.) 
Richards,  (Thomas)  Boston.  Massachusetts. 

44.  Copy  of  his  Will,  1714  :  3  pp. 


(Bawl.  G.  128./.  35.) 
Gookin,  (Daniel)  Capt.  in  Cambridge,  N.  E. 

45.  Letter-dated  Cambridge,   May   10,   1656: 

lp/  (Bawl.  A.  38./  269.) 

46.  Letter  dated  from  Cambridge,  New  Eng- 

land, May  10,  1656  ;  3  pp. 

(Bawl.  A.  38./  271.) 
Coxe,  (Dv  Daniel) 

47.  Description  of  the   Province  of  New  Jer- 

sey; with  proposals  for  the  sale  of  his 
lands  and  rights  therein  ;  &c. :  14  pp. 

(Baid.  G.  128.  39-47.) 

48.  Copy  of  a  Conveyance  of  land  in  Carolina 

or  Florida  from  him  to  French  refugees  : 
1698.     7  pp.  (Bawl.  A.  271./  26.) 

49.  Copy   of    a  Grant  to  Lord  Maltravers  on 

which  Coxe  claimed  in  Norfolk  co.  Vir- 
ginia: 4  pp.  (Bawl.  A.  271./  30.) 

50.  Sketch  for   the  Government  of  a  Colony 

first   called  New   Empire,  drawn  up  for 
him.     11  pp.  (Baicl.  A.  305./  2.) 


Vm.  -THE  COFFIN  PEDIGREE. 

[We  herewith  reprint  a  very  interesting  genealogical  pam- 
phlet, issued  some  years  ago,  in  England,  as  the  subject  is 
one  which  interests  many  of  our  readers.  Although  we 
have  never  seen  the  Memoir  herein  criticised,  we  do  not 
doubt  that  the  citations  are  correctly  given,  and  that  the 
writer  of  the  Memoir  is  fairly  met  and  answered. 

The  point  involved  was  one  of  the  rumors,  so  common  in 
America,  that,  by  some  means,  an  American  family  had  been 
deprived  of  estates  belonging  to  it,  in  England.  "  Although 
both  parties  were  technically  Englishmen,  the  subject  of 
the  Memoir  was  of  American  descent,  being  of  a  branch  of 
the  Coffins  settled  here,  in  New  England,  since  1642,  and  re- 
transplanted  1o  England,  at  the  time  of  our  Revolution. 
Taking  up  the  American  tradition,  one  doubtless  still  held 
bythe'numerous  members  of  the  family,  here,  Captain  Cof- 
fin claimed  that  his  ancestor,  Tristram  Coffin,  was  the  owner 
of  large  estates  in  England,  now  held  by  heirs  in  the  female 
line.  The  existing  proprietor  was  not  disposed  to  have  hie 
property  or  his  position,  as  head  of  the  family,  thus  disturb- 
ed ;  and.  he  briefly  refuted  and  exposed  the  absurdity  of  this 
American  claim. 

As  a  clear  and  unanswerable  reply,  it  merits  a  republica- 
tion. It  also  deserves  notice,  as  showing  upon  what  idle 
and  foolish  grounds  such  claims  are  mads  by  Americans ; 
and  should  prove  a  warning  to  all  those  who  are  requested 
to  subscribe  money  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  estates  in 
England. 

By  an  article  in  the  Heraldic  Journal,  for  April,  1S6T,  we 
learn  that  Tristram  Coffin  was  born  at  Brixton,  in  1605  ;  was 
son  of  Peter  and  grandson  of  Nicholas  Coffin ;  and  further 
back  his  pedigree  cannot  be  traced.  Whether  in  the  remote 
past  his  ancestors  belonged  to  the  same  stock  as  the  owners 
of  Portledge,  maybe  a  question;  but  certainly  his  descend- 
ants could  only  inherit  after  the  present  line  of  that  family 
is  extinct.  In  the  present  case,  there  were  the  legitimate- 
heirs  in  possesion,  the  male  line  having  only  ceased  in 
1699;  and  a  thoroughly  fabulous  claim  is  made  on  the 
strength  of  identity  of  name.  Fortunately,  the  story  was 
too  absurd  and  too  easily  disproved  to  be  of  serious  im- 
portance to  the  present  owners;  but  cases  might  arise 
where  even  an  absurd  claim  might  be  an  annoyance  to  the 
rightful  owners. 

Without  the  slightest  wish  to  hold  the  writer  of  the  Me- 
moir accountable  for  anything  but  carelessness,  we  must 
say  that  such  claims  are  too  frequent  for  our  national  rep- 
utation. Genealogists  often  wonder  that  Englishmen  are 
disinclined  to  open  their  family  archives  to  their  inspection. 
A  few  cases  like  this  would  be  enough  to  justify  any  amount 
of  caution  and  of  standing  on  the  defensive. 

So  long  as  our  journals  continue  to  report  meetings  of 


1868.1 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


138 


heirs  for  immense  estates  in  England,  at  the  rate  of  scores 
of  claims  each  year,  we  cannot  blame  our  namesakes  for 
being  extremely  reserved  in  their  responses.  It  is  more  a 
cause  for  wonder  that  a  race  of  such  intelligence  as  we 
claim  to  possess,  should  be  deceived  and  mulcted  by  the  re- 
peaters of  such  transparent  nonsense.— W.  H.  W.] 

Remarks  on  certain  passages  of  a  Memoir  of 
General  John  Coffin,  compiled  by  his  son,  Cap- 
tain Henry  E.  Coffin,  R.  N.  By  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Pine  Coffin,  of  Portledge,  and  Sir  Edward  Pine 
Coffin,  Bart.  Bath  :  Printed  by  Hayward, 
Payne  &  Meyler,  Green  St.  1860.  "  8vo.  pp.  12. 
Remarks  on  the  Memoir  op  General 
John  Coffin.  A  Memoir  of  General  John  Cof- 
fin, compiled  by  his  third  son,  Captain  Henry  E. 
Coffin,  R.  iV.,  purporting  to  be  written  by  him, 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution  amongst  his  re- 
latives and  friends,  having  been  sent  with  his 
compliments  to  Mr.  Pine  Coffin  of  Portledge, 
(the  present  head  of  the  family  of  that  name) 
it  is  considered  due  to  the  author  to  state  that 
these  Remarks  on  the  Memoir  would  not  have 
been  made  public,  had  proper  notice  been  taken 
by  Captain  Coffin  of  the  subjoined  letters,  in 
which  Mr.  Pine  Coffin  pointed  out  the  erro- 
neous statements  made  by  him  relative  to  the 
family  of  Pine  Coffin,  and  to  those  who  preced- 
ed them  as  the  possessors  of  the  Portledge  prop- 
erty. Copies  of  these  Letters  are  given  at  the 
end  of  these  Remarks. 

The  title  of  the  present  possessor  of  the 
Portledge  estate  is  so  clear  and  indisputable, 
that  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  it  would 
ever  be  called  in  question. 

Some  years  ago,  however,  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Coffin,  long  settled  in  America,  and 
said  to  be  descended  from  persons  who  emigrat- 
ed thither  about  the  period  of  the  great  Rebel- 
lion in  England,  set  up  their  claim  to  a  prefer- 
able right  to  the  Portledge  estate,  as  lineal  de- 
scendants in  the  male  line,  from  former  possess- 
ors of  the  name  and  property.  Such,  at  least, 
appears  to  be  the  gist  of  their  pretensions,  so 
far  as  they  could  be  collected  from  verbal  re- 
ports ;  but  as  they  never  took  any  determinate 
form,  nor  appeared  to  be  based  upon  any  specif- 
ic foundation,  no  steps  by  which  the  validity  of 
the  claim  might  be  tested,  could  be  taken ;  and 
the  present  owner  of  the  property,  whose  descent 
is  in  the  female  line,  and  his  connections,  ac- 
cordingly confined  themselves  to  a  general  de- 
nial of  any  knowledge  of  grounds  for  the 
claim.  At  length  these  pretensions  have  assum- 
ed a  shape  in  which  they  can  be  subjected  to  ex- 
amination ;  and,  although  the  actual  represent- 
ative of  the  Pine  Coffin  family  never  had  reason 
to  believe  they  could  in  any  degree  endanger 
his  rights,  he  and  his  uncle,  Sir  Edward  Pine 
Coffin  (the  now  sole  survivor  of  those  named  in 
the  entail  made  by  Mr.  Bennett  Coffin)  gladly 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  show- 


ing to  the  claimants,  and  to  any  whose  opinions 
may  be  influenced  by  their  confident  but  ground- 
less assertions,  how  slender  is  the  foundation  on 
which  they  rest,  and  how  unequivocal  is  that 
which  supports  the  title  of  the  present  possess- 
or. 

So  far  as  the  narrative  of  the  Memoir  is  con- 
fined strictly  to  the  proposed  subject,  as  express- 
ed in  the  title,  no  remark  wTill  be  made.  This 
portion,  commencing  on  page  6,  is  however 
preceded  by  some  pages  of  introductory  mat- 
ter, mostly  irrelevant,  in  wThich  are  contained 
the  statements  to  which  the  following  observa- 
tions apply. 

At  the  outset,  it  is  set  forth  in  the  shape  of  a 
fact  beyond  dispute,  although  no  where  in  the 
slightest  degree  proved,  that  the  author's  father 
was  descended  from  the  ancestors  of  the  Port- 
ledge family.  The  two  ensuing  pages  are 
almost  wholly  occupied  with  details,  appearing 
to  be  copied,  from  Prince's  account  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Coffin,  a  younger  son,  who  flourished  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ,  and  whom,  from  not 
having  authentic  documents  to  which  he  could 
refer,  the  author  of  the  Memoir  has  apparently 
confounded  with  the  elder  brother,  Richard 
Coffin,  of  Portledge,  who  was  High  Sheriff  in 
the  2nd  of  Henry  VIII.  It  was  Sir  William, 
who  was  Master  of  the  Horse  to  Queen  Anne 
Boleyn,  in  the  25th  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  who 
was  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Derby,  four  years 
later.  Dying  without  issue,  in  1538,  he  left  his 
best  horses,  a  cart  and  his  hawks*  to  his  Royal 
master,  and  all  his  estates  (situated  in  North 
Devon)  to  his  eldest  brother,  Richard  Coffin  of 
Portledge.  These  facts  are  brought  forward 
merely  to  show  the  inaccuracies  of  the  author  ot 
the  Memoir,  in  what  regards  the  Portledge 
Coffins.  It  is,  besides,  not  very  obvious  why  the 
name  of  Sir  William  is  thus  prominently  intro- 
duced. 

In  the  following  pages  are  extracts  or  refer- 
ences to  Hutching's  History  of  Dorset,  proving 
only  that  in  1645  lands  in  that  County,  belong- 
ing to  two  persons  of  the  name  of  Coffin,  were 
sequestered;  and  that  Sir  William  Coffin,  before 
mentioned,  was  of  a  family  settled  in  Somerset. 
The  more  material  part  of  the  author's  state- 
ment is  contained  in  the  following  extract, 
page  6,  of  the  Memoir. 

"  There  are  two  versions  of  the  reason  of  the 
■'exile  of  this  fine  old  family  from  its  native 
"  land.  They  were  devoted  Royalists,  during 
''  the  time  and  troubles  of  Charles  I.,  and  were 
"fated then  and  a  century  later,  to  lose  all  they 
"had,  from  siding  with  their  Sovereign.  On 
"the  death  ot*  the-  first  Charles  and  the  escape 
"  of  the    second,  the   Coffins  found  themselves 
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"  proscribed  and  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of 
"  their  estates.  Colonel  Coffin,  then  Governor  of 
"  Plymouth,  prepared  a  vessel ;  and  when  he 
"  could  no  longer  hold  the  citadel  against  the 
"  Parliamentary  forces,  embarked  with  his  fam- 
"  ily  for  America,  arrived  in  safety,  and  settled 
"  in  the  township  of  Salisbury,  near  Newbury 
"  Port,  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  other  ver- 
"  sion  of  the  exile  of  the  Coffin  family  was 
"  thus  related  to  the  compiler  of  this  simple 
"Memoir.  After  Charles  II.  made  his  escape  to 
"  France,  the  head  of  the  family,  like  many 
"  other  Royalists,  after  a  time  took  service  with 
"  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and  when  his  son  succeeded 
'•  to  the  Protectorship,  General  Monk  had  ar- 
"  ranged  to  bring  Charles  IT.  back  to  England. 
"  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin,  of  Brixton,  near  Kit- 
"  ley,  county  Devon,  being  then  Governor  of  Ply- 
"  mouth,  and  expecting  nothing  but  persecu- 
"  tion  from  Charles  II.,  resigned  the  command 
"  of  the  citadel,  and  embarked  for  America, 
"  on  his  arrival  in  which  country  he  settled  with 
"  his  family  at  Newbury  Port.  Colonel  Coffin 
"  left  his  only  daughter  in  England,  on  the  es- 
"  tate  of  Brixton,  to  preserve  the  property  to 
"  the  family  ;  and  she  married  a  Mr.  Pine,  who 
"  took  the  name  of  Coffin,  and  whose  descend- 
"  ants  hold  the  Portledge  property  to  this  day." 

This  paragraph,  perplexed  and  contradictory 
as  it  is,  clearly  seems  intended  to  make  it  be  be- 
lieved that  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin  of  Brixton, 
was,  at  the  period  in  question,  the  head  or  rep- 
resentative of  the  Portledge  family,  and  more- 
over Governor  of  Plymouth ;  but  whether  on 
the  King's  or  Parliamentary  side  is  uncertain, 
being  oppositely  stated  in  the  two  versions ; 
that  being  according  to  one  unable  to  hold  the 
citadel  against  the  Parliamentary  forces,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  other,  afraid  of  persecution  from 
Charles  II.,  he  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
family,  but  nevertheless  left  his  only  daughter  at 
Brixton,  to  preserve  the  property  ;  and  that 
she  marrying  a  Mr.  Pine,  who  took  the  name  of 
Coffin,  they  became  the  progenitors  of  the  Pine 
Coffins,  whose  descendants  hold  the  Portledge 
property  to  this  day.  On  this  lame  and  con- 
fused representation  appears  to  rest  all  the  con- 
fident assertions  made  by  the  American  Coffins 
as  to  their  priority  of  birthright ;  and  very  little 
remark  will  suffice  to  show  how  wholly  inade- 
quate it  is  to  sustain  their  pretensions. 

As  Plymouth  fell,  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  Civil  War,  under  the  power  of  the  Par- 
liament, and  though  long  besieged  or  blockaded 
by  the  King's  forces,  was  never  afterwards  re- 
duced to  his  obedience  (see  Clarendon,  Volumes 
II.,  III.,  IV.)  the  first  of  the  two  versions  given 
in  the  Memoir  is  so  evidently  at  variance  with 
the  facts,  as  related  in  history,  that  it  does  not 
call  for  any  further  observation. 


Though  the  second  version  may  be  more  cor- 
rect, it  places  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin  simply  in 
the  position  of  an  anti-royalist,  and  thus  more 
naturally  accounts  for  his  fear  of  persecution, 
on  the  return  of  Charles  II. ;  but  what  then  be- 
comes of  his  boasted  loyalty  ?  Both  versions, 
however,  are  so  questionable,  that  it  may  be 
suspected  that  they  are  merely  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  color  to  the  fiction 
which  forms  the  climax  of  the  paragraph. 
Though  it  is  endeavored  to  make  Colonel  Tris- 
tram Coffin  appear  as  the  "  head"  or  represent- 
ative oi  the  Portledge  family,  no  attempt  is 
made  to  trace  his  origin  backwards  to  that  fami- 
ly ;  and.  instead  of  giving  him  his  proper  patro- 
nymic, as  such,  he  is  called  Colonel  Coffin  of 
Brixton,  an  estate  neither  known  nor  believed 
to  have  been  ever  possessed  as  part  of  the  Port- 
ledge property.  But,  passing  over  this  incon- 
sistency, it  is  certain  that  he  could  not  then,  or 
at  any  other  time,  have  been  the  possessor  of 
Portledge,  which,  in  his  time  and  in  the  pre- 
ceding and  following  generations,  was  held  and 
occupied  by  proprietors  bearing  the  name  of 
Richard  or  John.  One  of  the  former  name,  who 
died  in  1699,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and 
must  accordingly  have  been  born  nearly  twenty 
years  before  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
"War,  in  1641,  and  nearly  forty  years  before  the 
Revolution,  in  1660,  was  the  "father  of  Dorothy 
Coffin,  whose  marriage  with  Edward  Pine  of 
Eastdown,  in  1671,  eventually  brought  the 
name  and  estate  into  the  family  of  the  present 
possessor.  The  pretended  "hardship"  of  the 
Portledge  family  is  thus  reduced  to  a  mere  fable; 
and  the  true  descent  of  the  present  representa- 
tive of  the  name  and  possessor  of  the  property 
is  as  follows : 

In  1671,  Edward  Pine  (or  Pyne,  as  it  was 
then  spelt)  of  Eastdown  (which  estate  came 
into  his  family  in  the  year  1296,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Robert  Pyne,  of  Ham,  near  Moorwin- 
towe,  with  Eleanor,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Le  Downe,  of  East  Downe,  and  thence 
descended  to  him  in  an  unbroken  line  of  male 
inheritance)  married  Dorothv,  eldest  daughter 
of  Richard  Coffin,  of  Portledge.  This  Richard, 
contemporary  of  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin,  was 
twice  married  ;  by  his  first  marriage  he  had  two 
daughters :  by  his  second,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  youngest  son  died  early  in 
life,  leaving  no  issue,  and  was  buried  at  Al- 
wington,  Devon.  Richard,  the  eldest  son,  who 
succeeded  his  father,  in  1699,  also  died  without 
issue,  bequeathing  the  estate  by  his  will  to 
Richard  Bennett,  the  sou  of  his  own  sister,  Mrs. 
Bennett.  He  also  provided,  by  subsequent  cod- 
icils, for  different  eventualities,  all  of  which 
took  effect,  and  ended  in  making  John  Pine,, 
grandson  of  his  half  sister  Dorothy,  before  men- 
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tioned,  heir  of  one  moiety  of  the  estate.  This 
Richard  Bennett,  who  succeeded  under  his 
uncle's  will,  in  1766,  took  the  name  of  Coffin  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  dying  without  issue,  in 
1796,  bequeathed  the  other  moiety  of  the  estate 
to  the  same  John  Pine,  on  condition  of  his  tak- 
ing the  name  of  Coffin,  which  he  also  did  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  1797.  From  him  the  estate  has  de- 
scended, partly  by  entail  and  partly  by  simple 
inheritance,  to  the  present  possessor,  the  Rev. 
Jqhn  Thomas  Pine  Coffin,  Rector  of  Alwington, 
who  is  grandson  of  the  above-named  John 
Pine. 

It  is  further  stated  in  the  paragraph  referred 
to,  that  the  Coffins,  speaking  of  them  collective- 
ly, "  were  proscribed  and  in  great  measure  de- 
prived of  their  estates."  No  authority  is 
given  for  this  statement,  nor  is  there  the  slight- 
est reason  for  considering  it  true  with  regard  to 
the  Coffins  of  Portledge,  whatever  may  have 
happened  to  others  of  the  name,  then  spread 
through  the  Western  Counties ;  but  the  main 
assertions  being  refuted,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enquire  more  nearly  into  the  accuracy  of  the 
details. 


On  the  fly  leaf  of  the  copy  of  the  Memoir 
sent  to  Mr.  Pine  Coffin  were  the  following 
words : 

"The  Rev.  Pine  Coffin,  Portledge,  near  Bide- 
"  ford,  with  the  author's  best  compliments. 

"Caversham  Hill,  Nov.  21st,  1860." 

There  was  no  previous  personal  acquaintance 
between  Captain  Coffin  and  Mr.  Pine"  Coffin ; 
but  the  latter  immediately  replied  to  this  com- 
munication as  follows  : 

"Portledge,  Bideford,  Devon,  Nov.  23rd,  1860. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  Let  me  beg  you  to  accept  my 
"  best  thanks  for  the  Memoir  of  General  John 
"  Coffin,  which  I  have  read  with  much  pleas- 
"  ure  and  interest.  I  cannot  understand  how 
'■'  my  relationship  can  be  established  with  Mr. 
"Pine  who  married  Miss  Coffin,  Brixton,  as  my 
"  ancestor,  Mr.  Pine  of  East  Downe,  in  Devon, 
"  married  Dorothy  Coffin,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
"  Richard  Coffin,  of  Portledge,  at  Alwington 
"Church,  in  the  year  1671.  Dorothy  Coffin 
"  (afterwards  Pine)  was  the  eldest  of  four  sisters, 
" — Dorothy,  Catherine,Honour,  Bridget, where- 
"  as  Miss  Coffin  of  Brixton  appears,  by  your 
"  Memoir  of  General  John  Coffin,  to  have  been  an 
"  only  daughter  of  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin. 

"  There  is  another  point  to  which  I  desire  to 
"  draw  your  attention.  Mr.  Pine  of  East  Downe, 
"  did  not  take  the  name  of  Coffin,  nor  did  his 
"  son  do  so.  John  Pine,  his  grandson,  took 
"  the  name  of  Coffin,  when  he  succeeded  to  the 
"  Portledge  property,  under  a  provision  in  the 


"  will  of  his  great-uncle,  Richard  Coffin,  of 
"  Portledge.  Having  said  thus  much,  drawn 
"  from  documents  which  I  possess,  as  Rector  of 
"  Alwington,  and  also  as  the  representative  of 
"the  elder  branch  of  the  Portledge  family,  I 
"will  conclude  by  begging  you  to  believe  that 
"  I  offer  this  correction  of  an  important  error, 
"in  the  same  kind  spirit  in  which  you  have  sent 
"  me  the  Memoir,  and  that  I  am,  dear  sir, 
"  Yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  T.  Pine  Coffin. 
"To  Cap.  Henry  E.  Coffin,  R.  N. 
"  Caversham  Hill,  Reading." 

Having,  on  the  first  of  December,  received 
no  answer  to  the  above,  he,  on  that  day.  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  the  Printer  of  the 
Memoir. 

"  Portledge,  Dec.  1st.  1860. 

"  Sir  : 

"  I  have  received  a  Memoir  of  General  John. 
"  Coffin,  published  by  his  son,  Capt.  Henry  E. 
"  Coffin,  R.  N.  This  Memoir  contains  an  im- 
"  portant  error,  at  page  6,  relative  to  a  Mr.  Pine, 
"  who  is  represented  as  having  married  a  Miss 
"  Coffin  of  Brixton,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Tris- 
"tram  Coffin.  This  may  all  be  true ;  but  he 
"  has  made  a  most  gross  and  important  error 
"in  stating  that  the  Pine  Coffins,  of  Portledge, 
"  are  the  descendants  of  that  Mr.  Pine,  or  that 
"  Colonel  Tristram  Coffin  was  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  Coffins  of  Portledge,  in  North 
"  Devon,  whose  legal  representative  I  am.  He 
"  has  also  endeavored  to  show  that  the  Coffin 
"family  were  exiled  and  forfeited  their  property 
"  at  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II.  This  may 
"  be  true  of  his  family,  but  not  of  the  Coffins 
"  ®f  Portledge  (of  whom  I  am  now  the  head) 
"  who  have  had  an  undisputed  possession  for 
"  very  many  centuries. 

"  I  have  written  to  Capt.  Coffin  pointing  out 
"  some  of  these  errors,  but  as  I  have  received 
"no  reply,  I  doubt  if  I  was  in  possession  of  his 
"  proper  address,  therefore  I  have  determined 
"to  address  myself  to  him,  through  you,  as  I 
"  do  not  intend  to  let  the  error  remain  uncon- 
"  tradicted  by  the  head  of  the  Portledge  Coffin 
"  family,  as  distinguished  from  others  of  that 
"  name.  Awaiting  a  reply  from  either  Capt. 
"  H.  E.  Coffin  or  yourself,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
"  Your  very  obedient  Servant. 

"  J.  T.  Pine  Coffin. 

"  To  E.  Blackwell  &  Son,  Reading." 

[Copy  of  Peply  to  the  above.] 

"Reading,  Berks,  Dec.  3rd,  1860. 
"Rev.  Sir:  In  replv  to  vour  letter,  I  beg  to 
"  inform  you  that  Capt.  H.  E.  Coffin,  R.  N,  the 
"  author  of  the  little  Memoir  which  you  refer 
"  to,  resides  at  Caversham,  near  Reading,  and 
"  any  letter  sent  to  him  through  the  Post  Office, 
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"directed   as  above,    will    most   undoubtedly 
"reach  him. 

"  I  am  your  obedient  Servant, 

"  E.  Black  well. 
"  Rev.  J.  T.  P.  Coffin," 

No  further  notice  having  been  taken  of  either 
letter,  it  is  uncertain  whether  Captain  Coffin 
perseveres  in  his  erroneous  statements  or  admits 
his  mistakes ;  and  as  the  Memoir,  though  pur- 
porting to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  his  friends 
and  relatives,  will  undoubtedly  fall  into  other 
hands,  it  of  course  becomes  necessary  to  refute 
the  errors  which  it  contains,  in  a  manner  equal- 
ly public. 

Portledge,  17th  December.  1860. 

Hayward,  Payne  &  Mevler.  Printers,  Bath. 


IX.— GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL 
REGISTER  OF  THE  SUN  FIRE  OFFICE, 
LONDON. 

IThe  following  extracts  from  an  Annual  Register,  pub- 
lished by  the  San  Fire  Office,  in  London,  for  many  years,  re- 
late to  events  in  the  history  of  the  American  Colonies.  We 
have  embraced  in  the  list,  many  facts  relating  to  the  West 
Indian  Colonies,  because  there  was  always  a  close  connec- 
tion between  those  settlements  and  those  on  the  main  land. 
It  is  probable  that  representatives  of  those  who  held  office 
in  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  Bermuda,  may  still  be  found  in 
our  Southern  States ;  and  these  facts  and  dates  may  be  of 
eome  service  to  the  genealogists  of  that  section.] 

1714.  Dec.  — Robert  Louther,  Governor  of 
Barbadoes,  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent 
and  the  Caribbee  Islands. 

17.  George  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Orkney,  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  Virginia;  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton,  Governor  of  Jamaica  ;  William  Con- 
greve,  Secretary  ;  and  Thomas  Wyndham,  Regis- 
ter of  same. 

1715.  Jany.  7.  Col.  Robert  Hunter  contin- 
ued in  the  Government  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey. 

— 15.  Elisha  Burgess  declared  Governor  and 
Captain  General  of  New  England  and  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  room  of  Col.  Joseph  Dudley. 

— 28.  Col.  Samuel  Vetch  appointed  Govern- 
or of  H.  M's  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Arca- 
dia, and  of  the  town  and  garrison  of  Annapo- 
lis Royal,  in  the  said  Province. 

Feb.  5.  Edward  Byam  appointed  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor of  the  island  of  Antigua ;  George  Hay, 
Lt.  Gov.  of  Montserrat ;  and  William  Mathews. 
Lt.  Gov.  of  St.  Christopher's. 

— 9.  Lt.  Gen.  Hamilton  made  Governor  of 
the  Leeward  Islands,  in  the  room  of  Col.  Doug- 
las. Henry  Douglas  made  Provost  Marshall  of 
the  Leeward  Caribbee  Islands,  in  the  room  of 
Aston  Warner. 

— 17.  Edward  Perry,  Clerk  of  Naval  Stores, 
in  the  Leeward  Islands;  Bonner,  con- 
tinued Clerk  of  the  Markets,  in  Barbadoes. 


Mch.  9.  John  Rigby,  Provost  Marshal  Gen- 
eral of  Jamaica  ;  William  Norris,  Clerk  of  Na- 
val Office  in  same  island ;  Edward  Perry,  Clerk 
of  Naval  Office  in  the  Leeward  Caribbee  Is- 
lands ;  George  Clarke,  Secretary  of  the  Colony 
of  New  York ;  and  John  Moody,  Lt.  Gov.  of 
the  town  of  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland. 

Melt.  19.  Joseph  Micklethwaite,  Secretary  of 
Barbadoes. 

Apr.  4.  Elizeus  Burgess  appointed  Governor 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire. 

— 7.  William  Matthews,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
the  Leeward  Islands ;  William  Cook,  Secretary 
of  Virginia. 

May  1.  Major  Thomas  Talmash,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Montserrat. 

Juncl.  [Samuel]  Woodward,  Secretary  of 
Massachusetts. 

July  29.  John  Menzies,  Judge  of  Admiralty 
in  New  England,  in  the  room  of  Nathaniel  By- 
field, 

Aug.  9.  James  Smith,  Advocate  General  in 
New  York  and  New  England,  in  the  room  of 
Raynor  and  Paul  Dudley. 

Sept.  3.     John  Cornelius,  Clerk  of  the  Navy 

Office  in   Barbadoes,    in  the   room  of    ■ 

Woolaston. 

Oct.  1.  Lewis  Morris,  Chief  Justice  of  New 
York,  in  the  room  of  Roger  Mompesson,  de- 
ceased. 

— 17.  John  Bridges,  Surveyor  General  of  all 
H.  M's  Woods,  &c.  on  the  continent  of  America. 

Dec.  18.  James  Woodhouse,  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  in  Jamaica,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Need- 
ham,  deceased ;  John  Page,  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Jamaica. 

1716.  Sept.  15.  Capt.  Bennet,  formerly  Gov- 
ernor of  Bermuda,  again  appointed  in  room  of 
Captain  Pullyn. 

William  Keith,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Cokin. 

Dec.  2.     Dixon,  Collector  of  Customs 

at  New  York,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Byerley. 

1717,  Jany.  Colonel  OtwTay,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Jamaica. 

Apr.  17.  Thomas  Pitt,  Senr,  resigned  his  post 
as  Governor  of  Jamaica. 

Mch.  2.  Major  Caulfield,  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or of  Annapolis  Royal,  died. 

May  10.  John  Floyer  made  Clerk  of  the  Na- 
val Stores,  in  the  Leeward  Islands. 

June  22.  About  this  time,  Josiah  Willard 
made  Secretary  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Woodward,  resigned. 

July  6.  Edinond  Kelly,  Attorney  General  in 
Jamaica,  in  the  room  of  William  Broderick. 

Aug.  7.  Col.  Phillips,  Gov.  of  Placentia,  in  the 
room  of  Col.  Vetch.  [Also,  in  August,  died  Wil- 
liam Blaithwaite,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  was  succeeded  by  Abraham  Stanyan.] 
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Sept.  8.  John  Wentworth,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Oct.  4.  Mr.  Jennes  made  Chaplain  to  the 
four  Independent  Companies,  at  New  York. 

— 23.  Capt.  Rogers  made  Governor  of  the 
island  of  Providence,  in  the  West  Indies 

— 29.  Thomas  Bernard,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Jamaica. 

1718.  Jany.  18.  Colonel  Purcel  made  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

May  2.  William  Congreve  made,  by  Patent, 
Secretary  of  Jamaica  for  life. 

June  25.  Charles  Burnicton,  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  H.  M's  Woods  in  America. 

Colonel  Purcell  made  Governor  ot  Newfound- 
land. 

July  25.  Jones  Sheriff  made  Commissary 
General  and  Deputy  Judge  Advocate,  at  Annap- 
olis Royal,  in  room  of  William  Wright,  de- 
ceased. 

Nov.  4.  A  Patent  passed  the  Seals  making 
Thomas  Betts,  Naval  Officer  of  Jamaica. 

Dec,  24.  John  Knight,  of  Gosfield  Hall,  co. 
Essex,  made  Secretary  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

1719.  May  22.  Col.  Gledhill,  Governor  of 
Placentia  and  Annapolis  Royal,  in  the  room  of 
Colonel  Moody. 

July  31.  Martin  Bluden  and  Daniel  Pulteney 
made  Joint  Commissioners  to  adjust  the  lim- 
its, in  America,  between  England  and  France, 
particularly  at  Cape  Breton  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Aug.  16.     Died Reney,  who  had  been 

Attorney  General  of  New  York. 

Nov.  7.  John  Valentine,  Attorney  General  in 
New  England,  appointed  Advocate  General  of 
the  Admiralty,  in  that  Colony. 

1720.  Feb.  10.  Robert  Ashurst,  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel 
in  New  England  and  parts  adjacent,  i,n  room  of 
his  father,  Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  deceased. 

— 11.  Died  Dudley  Woodbridge,  Judge  Ad- 
vocate in  Barbadoes  and  Agent  there  for  the 
South  Sea  Company. 

1720.  Feb.  19.  Died  Col.  Livingstone,  who 
had  distinguished  himself  by  many  services  to 
his  country,  abroad;  particularly  he  command- 
ed a  Regiment  of  Indians,  at  the  reduction  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  had  several  times  been  sent 
by  the  Government  of  Massachusetts,  to  execute 
commissions  at  Canada,  which  he  performed, 
with  great  resolution. 

May  19.  William  Burnett,  Governor  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  in  room  of  Robert  Hunt- 
er, wTho  succeeded  Mr.  Burnett,  as  Controller 
General  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Customs. 

June  29.  Died  at  Liege,  William  Penn,  son 
of  the  famous  Quaker  of  that  name,  Proprietor 
and  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

•Sept.  20.  Francis  Nicholson  made  Governor 
of  South  Carolina. 


Nov.  22.  Richard  Ingram,  Viscount  Irwyn, 
Governor  of  Barbadoes. 

Dec.  24.  Thomas  Tickell,  Secretary  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  room  of  William  Cock,  deceased. 

1721.  Apr.  10.  Died  Viscount  Irwyn,  Gov- 
ernor of  Barbadoes. 

Feb.  28.  Died  at  New  York,  Col.  Caleb  Heath- 
cote,  member  of  the  Council,  Judge  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, Surveyor  General  of  H.  M's  Customs 
for  the  North  District  of  America. 

Apr.  27.  Thomas  Lechmere,  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Customs  for  the  North  District  of  Amer- 


May  11. 


Hart.  Governor  of  the  Lee- 


ward Islands,  in  the  room  of  Col.  Hamilton. 

July  8.  Died  Elihu  Yale,  formerly  Governor 
of  Fort  St.  George,  for  the  East  India  Compa- 
ny. 

— 19.  William  Lambert,  Controllor  of  the 
Customs  in  New  England,  in  room  of  Thomas 
Newton,  deceased. 

1721.  Aug.  News  received  that  William 
Burnett,  Governor  of  New  York,  was  married 
there  to  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Van  Hoorn,  a 
Dutch  merchant. 

Sept.  9.  Henry  Benterick,  Duke  of  Portland. 
Governor  of  Jamaica ;  Col.  Charles  Du  Bour- 
gay,  Lieut.  Gov.  of  same ;  Col.  John  Hope, 
Governor  of  the  Bermuda  Islands. 

Nov.  10.  Lord  Belhaven,  Governor  of  Barba- 
does, was  lost  in  the  wreck  of  the  Anne  galley, 
near  Lizzard-point. 

Nov,  14.  Henry  Thompson,  Judge  of  the 
Vice  Admiralty  of  Jamaica. 

— 17.  Henry  Worseley,  Envoy  at  Portu- 
gal, made  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  in  room  of 
Lord  Belhaven,  deceased. 

1722.  Apl.  2.  Hugh  Drysale,  Lieut.  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  in  room  of  Col.  Spotswood. 

—18.  Died  at  St.  Christopher's,  Brig.  Gen. 
Hamilton,  formerly  Governor  of  the  Leeward 
Islands. 

June  12.  Charles  Dilkes,  Lieut-Governor  ot 
Montserrat,  in  room  of  Thomas  Talmadge. 

—13.  A  Patent  passed  the  Seals  granting  the 
government  and  property  of  the  islands  of  St. 
Vincent  and  St.  Lucia,  to  John  Montagu.  Duke 
of  Montagu. 

July  18.  James  Carter  appointed  Secretary 
of  Virginia  for  life,  in  room  of  Thomas  Tickell, 
resigned. 

Oct.  13.  Wavell  Smith,  Secretary  and  Clerk 
of  the  Crown,  for  the  Leeward  Islands,  for  life, 
in  room  of  John  Knight,  resigned. 

1723.  Aug.  23.  Died  Major  Dilkes,  Govern- 
or of  Montserrat. 

Sept.  9.  Capt.  Paul  George  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  Montserrat. 

— 19.  Died  Robert  Sutton,  Lord  Lexington, 
of  Aram,  in  the  County  of  Nottingham.     In  the 
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reign  of  King  William,  he  was  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary to  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  and  in  that  of 
Queen  Anne,  Embassador  Extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  Spain. 

— 30.  Mr  — Route  made  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  for  South  Carolina. 

Oct.  9.  Died  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  Sir 
ConstantinePhipps,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

Nov.  6.  Dr.  Mather,  President  of  Corpus 
Christi  College,  in  Oxford,  made  Vice  Chancellor 
of  that  University. 

1724.  Apr.  7.  James  Campbell  of  Jamaica, 
made  a  Baronet. 

Aug.  25.  Samuel  Moon  made  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  Jamaica,  in  the  room  of Moorat, 

deceased. 

Oct.  7.  Died,  William  Sharpe  of  Waltham 
Abbey.  He  had  been  twice  Governor  of  Bar- 
badoes. 

Nov.  12.  Died,  Major  Kose,  formerly  of  the 
Council  in  Jamaica. 

Dec.  7.  Sir  Edward  Everet  made  Governor 
of  North  Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Bar- 
rington. 

1725.  Feb.  12.  James  Stanway  made  Attor- 
ney General  of  South  Carolina. 

May  19.  Died,  William  Whitmore  of  Apley, 
M.  P.,  for  Bridgnorth. 

1725.  Junel5.  Died  Major-general Braddoc. 
July  19.     Henry  Marshall,  formerly  Secretary 

to  the  Postmaster  General,  made  Postmaster 
General  of  New  England. 

Oct.  19.     Died  Col.  Egerton  of  Barbadoes. 

1726.  Feb.  22.  Alexander  Forbes  made 
Provost  Marshal  of  Jamaica,  in  the  room  of 
Richard  Rigby,  who  resigned. 

—  27.  Devereux  Bacon  made  Naval  Officer 
and  Collector  of  the  Customs  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  room  of  Barton  Bacon,  deceased. 

Afch  12.  Col.  Gordon  made  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  ol  Sir  William  Keith, 
Bart. 

Aug.  8.  Othniel  Hoggot  made  one  of  the 
Council  in  Barbadoes. 

July  22.  Died,  Hugh  Drisdale,  Lieut-Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  under  the  Earl  of  Orkney. 

Oct.  11.  Died,  Mr.  Bowdle,  formerly  Attorney 
General  of  Maryland. 

Dec.  15.  Major  Gouge  made  Governor  of 
Virginia,  under  the  Earl  of  Orkney. 

1727.  Jany  30.  Brigadier  General  Hunter, 
formerly  Governor  of  New  England,  made  Gov- 
ernor of  Jamaica,  in  room  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, deceased. 

Mch  5.  Jonathan  Planman  made  Attorney 
General  of  Barbadoes. 

June  12.  Alexander  Henderson  made  Attor- 
ney General  of  Jamaica. 

Aug.  5.    Died,  in  Virginia,  Edmund  Jennings, 


one  of  the  Council  and  formerly  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province. 

Sept.  4.  Sir  Gustavus  Hume,  Bart.,  made 
Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  his  Majesty,  in 
room  of  Col.  John  Montgomery,  made  Governor 
of  New  York. 

—  19.  John  Montgomery  made  Governor  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1727.  Oct.  2.  Capt.  Pitt  made  Governor  of 
Bermuda,  in  the  room  of  John  Hope. 

—  21.  Eliseus  Burgess  made  his  Majesty's 
Resident,  at  Venice. 

Nov.  3.  William  Burnett,  late  Governor  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  made  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
room  of  Samuel  Shute. 

Dec.  14.  Died,  Mrs.  Burnett,  wife  of  William 
Burnett,  Governor  of  New  York. 

1728.  Feb.  12.  About  this  time,  came  news 
of  the  death  of  Col.  Nathaniel  Harrison,  one 
of  the  Council  in  Virginia,  and  Auditor  General 
of  the  Accounts  there. 

Mch.  13.  Died,  at  Boston,  Cotton  Mather, 
D.D.,  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London. 

—  14.  Arrived  news  of  the  death,  on  81st 
Dec'  last,  of  Francis  Foxcroft,  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  Middlesex,  Massachusetts. 

May  16.  David.  Dunbar,  made  Surveyor 
General  of  all  H.  M's  lands  in  America. 

June  1.  Sir  John  Dutton  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Keck,  of  Great  Tew,  in  co.  Oxford. 

Sep.  29.     Died,  Francis  Keck,  of  Great  Tew. 

Oct.  1.     Died,  at  Boston,  N.  E. Levis- 

ton,  Esq,  who  had  been  many  years  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  at  New  York. 

—  13.  The  King  conferred  the  honor  of 
Knighthood  on  Charles  Payne,  Esq,  of  the  Lee- 
ward Caribbee  Islands. 

—14.  Woodes  Rogers  made  Governor  of  the 
Bahamas  and  Captain  of  the  Independent 
Company  there,  in  room  of  George  Phenney. 

Dec.  13.  Adam  Fancier,  Governor  of  Mont- 
serrat,  in  room  of  Paul  George,  dec'd. 

1729.  Jany.  19.  Died,  William  Congreve, 
the  author.  He  was  Secretary  to  the  Island  of 
Jamaica. 

Mch.  15.  Capt.  Edward  Randolph,  a  Virgin- 
ia merchant  of  London,  elected  an  Elder 
Brother  of  Trinity  House. 

Apl.  21.     Lord  Henry  Beauclerc,  married  the 

daughter  of  Phillips,  of  Stanwell,  co. 

Middlesex,  Governor  of  Annapolis  and  Nova 
Scotia  and  Commander  of  II.  M's  forces  in 
Placentia.  Apr.  23.  Sir  Peter  Soame  of  Hay- 
don,  co.  Essex,  married  another  daughter. 

May  14.  Charles  Grimes  appointed  Collect- 
or of  Rappahannock-river,  in  Virginia,  in  room 
of  Adam  Cockburn,  deceased.  Also,  news  re- 
ceived of  the  death  of  Peter  Beverly,  one  of  the 
Council  in  Virginia. 
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—  IT.  Thomas  Corbin  made  one  of  the 
Council  in  Virginia,  in  room  of  Peter  Beverly, 
deceased, 

June  4.  Died  — ,  wife  of  Sir  John  Dutton 
of  Sherbnrn,  co.  Gloucester,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Keck,  of  Great  Tew. 

Sept.  7.  Died.  William  Burnett,  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  Bay. 

Nov.  23.  William,  Lord  Forbes,  made  Cap- 
tain General  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  in  the  room 
of  the  Earl  of  Londonderry,  deceased.  Also, 
Robert  Johnson,  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
in  room  of  Francis  Nicholson,  deceased. 

Nov.  29.  Jonathan  Belcher,  made  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  in 
room  of  William  Burnett,  deceased. 

1730.  Jany.  5.  Died,  Robert  Mather,  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  Barrister  at  Law  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

—  10.  James  Arbuthnot  made  Collector  of 
Customs  at  Antigua,  in  room  of  Hopefor  Bend- 
al,  deceased. 

Feb.  2.  Alexander  Spotswood  made  Post- 
Master  General  of  all  H.  M's  dominions  in 
America. 

Feb.  9.  George  Barrington  made  Governor 
of  North  Carolina. 

—  10.  Charles  Paxton  made  Marshal  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  at  Boston,  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

— -13  Forbes,   private   Secretary  to  the 

Duke  of  Newcastle,  made  Provost  Marshal  of 
Jamaica,  in  room  of  Alexander  Forbes,  who 
died  January  3rd. 

—  17.  John  Gardiner,  Jamaica  merchant 
and  planter,  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Cremer. 
of  co.  Hertford. 

April  10.  Died,  the  wife  of  Charles  Hug- 
gins,  Clerk  and  Remembrancer  of  Barbadoes, 
son  of  John  Huggins,  late  Warden  of  the  Fleet 
Prison. 

—  16.  George  Barrington,  Governor  of  North 
Carolina.  Also  William  Tailer,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  room  of 
William  Dummer. 

June  19.  James  Sutherland,  Captain  of  Fort 
Johnson,  near  Charles  Town,  in  South  Carolina. 

—  26.  William  Hayman,  one  of  the  Council 
in  Jamaica,  in  room  of  Anthony  Swimmer,  de- 
ceased. 

Aug.  18.  Died,  Thomas  Whitmore,  one  of 
the  Corporals  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard ;  and 
Charles  Shelley,  brother  of  Sir  John  Shelley, 
Bart.,  succeeded  him. 

Oct.  8.  John  Hamerton,  Secretary  of  South 
Carolina,  made  Receiver  General  of  the  Crown 
Revenues,  for  both  Carolinas. 

Dec.  10.  Col.  Cosby  made  Governor  of  the 
Leeward  Islands. 

1731.  Jany.  7.     Joseph  Jenoure,  brother  of 


Sir  John  Jenoure,  Bart,  made  Surveyor  General 
of  North  Carolina. 

—  22.  Died,  Thomas  Hollis,  a  benefactor  of 
New  England. 

Jany.    19.     Robert  Wright,    Chief  Justice 

of    South   Carolina  ; Gregory,   Master  of 

the  Court  of  Chancery  ;    and  James  Abercrom- 
bie,  Attorney  General,  there. 

Also  to  Thomas  Lowndes  and  his  assigns  the 
places  of  Provost  Marshal,  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
and  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  for  South  Carolina  ; 
also  unto  Edward  Bertie  and  John  Hammerton, 
the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Register,  there. 

—  19.  William  Smith,  Chief  Justice  of  North 
Carolina ;  John  Montgomery,  Attoi'ney  General ; 
Nathaniel  Rice,  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the 
Crown ;  Daniel  Germain,  Provost  Marshal  and 
Commissary,  there. 

Feb.  9.  Lord  Vere  Beauclerc,  made  com- 
mander ot  H.  M.'s  ship  the  Anglesea,  and  also 
Governor  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

—  19.  David  Dunbar,  Surveyor  General  of 
Woods,  in  N.  E.,  made  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  room  of  John  Wentworth, 
deceased. 

Apr.  6.  Francis  Wilks,  of  London,  Agent  for 
Massachusetts  Bay,  married  Mrs.  Jefferies. 

—  29.     Hon.  Col.  Cosby  kissed  hands  on  be-  , 
ing  appointed    Governor   of  the    Leeward    Is- 
lands. 

May  17.  David  Bray,  one  of  the  Council  of 
Virginia,  in  room  of  Hon.  Mann  Page,  deceased, 

—  June  22.  Died,  the  wife  of  John  Joyliffe 
nephew  of  Sir  William  J. 

July  17.  Died,  Devereux  Bacon,  Surveyor 
General  of  H.  M.'s  dominions  in  North  America. 

Aug.  8.  Major  James  Fountaine  made  Lt. 
Col.  in  Cope's  Regiment  in  Jamaica. 

—  19.  About  this  time,  Samuel  Ogle  made 
Governor  of  Maryland,  in  room  ot  the  Proprie- 
tor's brother,  Hon  Benedict  Leonard  Calvert. 

Nov.  26.  Richard  Lestock  commissioned 
Commodore  to  the  West  India  fleet. 

1732.  Jany.  9.  Col.  Cosby,  Governor  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  made  Governor  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey. 

— •  12.  Col.  Taylor,  one  of  the  Council  in 
Virginia,  in  room  of  Hon  David  Bray,  deceased. 

Feb.  5.  Died,  Walter  Chetwyne,  "of  Grendon 
Hall,  co.  Warwick,  Governor  of  Barbadoes, 
M.  P.  for  Litchfield,  &c. 

—  11.  Died,  the  lady  of  Francis  Wilkst 
Agent  for  Massachusetts. 

May  11.  Died,  at  Newington,  John  Mosby,  a 
young  gentleman  of  a  plentiful  fortune,  arrived 
from  the  West  Indies. 

June  15.  News  arrived  of  the  death  at  sea, 
of  Benedict  Leonard  Calvert,  for  some  time 
Governor  of  Marvland. 
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—  30.  Mathew  Concanen,  Attorney  General 
of  Jamaica,  in  room  of  Alexander  Henderson, 
■deceased 

July  17.  Thomas  Beasley,  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms in  Pennsylvania,  in  room  of  William  Erd- 
man  Fox,  deceased. 

1733.  Feb.  17.  Died,  Sir  Richard  Everard 
of  Much  Waltham,  in  Essex,  late  Governor  of 
North  Carolina. 

News  received  of  the  death  of  John  Jekyll, 
Esq.,  at  Boston,  nephew  of  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
.Master  ot  the  Rolls.  Also  of  the  death  of 
Abraham  Borden,  Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island. 

—  18.  Richard  Fitz-William,  Governor  of 
Bahama,  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Woodes  Rogers, 
deceased. 

April  3.  William  Matthew,  Lieut.  Gov.  of 
the  Leeward  Islands  made  Governor. 

Also  Gabriel  Johnson,  Governor  of  North 
■Carolina,  in  room  of  George  Barrington. 

Apr.  7.  Col.  Hanmer,  Governor  of  Nevis, 
in  room  of  Gen.  Sybourg,  deceased. 

May  8.  Gilbert  Fleming,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
the  Caribbee  Islands  and  St.  Christopher's,  in 
room  of  William  Matthew. 

Also  James  Wedderburn,  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  in  South  Carolina. 

Also  Robert  Burnett,  Secretary  of  New  Jersey. 

1734.  Jany.  Robert  Maccurtney,  Governor  of 
Newfoundland  and  Placentia. 

April.      Henry    Cunningham,    Governor    of 

Jamaica,  in    room  of Hunter,  who  died 

there,  March  4th. 

July.  Jonathan  Blenman,  Attorney  General 
of  Barbadoes,  made  sole  Judge  of  the  Admiral- 
ty, there. 

Sept.  Died,  Capt.  Newland,  late  of  New  Eng- 
land, reported  worth  £50.000. 

Oct.  Hon.  Othniel  Huggot  made  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  Barbadoes,  in  room 
of  Thomas  Buccles,  deceased. 

1735.  May.  Ensign  Whitmore  made  Cap- 
tain in  H.  M.'s  Own  Regiment  of  Foot,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  General  Pei'cy  Kirke. 

Fitzroy  Henry  Lee  made  Governor  of 

Newfoundland,  in  room  of  Lord  Muskerry. 

—  Died,  at  Charles  Town,  South  Carolina, 
Robert  Johnson,  Governor  of  that  Province. 

Nov.  Earl  of  Granard  made  Governor  of 
Barbadoes. 


X.— FLOTSAM. 

The  Three  Original  Churches  op  Cam- 
bridge.— For  the  first  time  in  the  long  history 
since  their  founding,  the  pulpits  of  the  three 
original  Churches  of  Cambridge,  all  Congrega- 
tional Unitarian,  are  vacant  simultaneously — 
The  First  Church  of  Cambridge,  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Rev.  William  Newell,  D.   D.;  the  First 


Church  of  Arlington  (which  was  the  Second 
Church  of  Cambridge),  by  the  resignation  of 
Rev.  Charles  Christie  Salter ;  the  First  Church 
of  Brighton,  (which  was  the  Third  Church  of 
Cambridge),  by  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Walton  McDaniel. 

These  were  the  three  original  territorial  Par- 
ishes, or  Precincts,  as  they  were  called,  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  for  several  years  no  other  Church 
was  embodied  in  Cambridge.  The  next  after 
these  three  was  the  Episcopal  Church  ;  and  the 
next  the  Church  of  the  Cambridgeport  Parish, 
also  Congregational  Unitarian,  now  under  the 
charge  of  Rev.  George  Ware  Briggs,  D.  D.  This 
latter  reached,  some  twelve  years  since,  the  half 
century  of  its  organization.  But  the  three 
original  territorial  Parishes  run  back  nearly  five 
and  nearly  three  half-centuries,  if  we  assume  the 
dates  when  public  religious  worship  on  the  Sab- 
bath was  begun.  Sabbath  worship,  in  the  First 
Parish,  began  with  Hooker,  in  1633  ;  in  the 
Second  Parish  (now  Arlington)  in  1733 — per- 
haps a  little  earlier ;  in  the  Third  Parish  (now 
Brighton)  in  1730,  and  perhaps  earlier,  frag- 
ments of  ancient  records  extant  referring  to 
"  public  worship  on  ye  South  side  of  the  river 
"  in  a  deserted  private  house,"  long  before  any 
separate  Parish  organization  was  permitted  by 
"  the  Great  and  General  Court,"  in  that  part  of 
Cambridge.  In  1807,  the  Second  and  Third 
Parishes  were  set  off  and  incorporated  as  dis- 
tinct Towns  (West  Cambridge  and  Brighton). 

Of  these  three  early  Parishes,  the  pulpits  of 
which  are  now  vacant,  we  present  the  following 
complete  list  of  Pastors : 

Op  the  First  Parish,  then  in  the  wilderness, 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  born  in  Leicestershire, 
England,  1598,  and  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  born  in 
England,  both  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge, 
were  ordained  Pastor  and  Teacher,  in  1633;  and 
in  the  third  year  of  their  ministry  removed  to 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  born  in  Towcester, 
England,  1605,  also  of  Emanuel  College,  was 
ordained,  1636,  and  died,  1649,  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Mitchell,  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  1624;  came  over  in  1635  ;  graduated, 
Harvard  University,  1647  ;  ordained,  1650  ;  and 
died,  1668,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  minis- 
try. 

Rev.  Urian  Oakes,  born  in  England,  1631 ; 
came  here  a  child ;  graduated  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, 1649  ;  returned  to  England,  where  he  was 
ordained  and  settled.  The  Cambridge  Church 
sent  a  Messenger  for  him  ;  and  he  was  installed 
here,  1671.  He  died  in  1681,  in  the  tenth  year 
of  his  ministry ;  the  last  six  years  of  which  he 
was  both  Pastor  of  the  Church  and  President  of 
the  University. 
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Rev.  Nathaniel  Grookin,  born  at  Cambridge, 
1658  ;  Harvard  University,  1675  ;  assisted  Mr. 
Oakes  in  the  ministry  during  the  presidency  of 
the  latter ;  and  was  ordained  his  successor,  in 
1682  ;  and  died  in  1692,  in  his  thirty-fourth  year, 
and  in  the  tenth  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  William  Brattle,  born  in  Boston  1662  ; 
Harvard  University,  1680 ;  ordained  Pastor 
1696  ;  and  died,  1717,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of 
his  ministry. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  D.  D.,  born  at  Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts,  1693  ;  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, 1712;  ordained,  1717  ;  died  1784,  in  his 
ninety-first  year,  and  in  the  sixty-seventh  of  his 
ministry. 

Rev.  Timothy  Hilliard,  born,  Kensington, 
NewHampshire,1746;  Harvard  University,  1764  ; 
installed  colleague  with  Dr.  Appleton,  1783, 
having  been  previously  settled  at  Barnstable ; 
and  died,  1790,  in  his  forty-fourth  year,  and 
in  the  seyenth  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  born,  1765 ;  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College,  1783;  installed,  1792; 
left,  1829,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his 
ministry ;  and  died  at  Cambridge,  Sunday 
morning,  the  fourth  of  June,  1837,  aged  seven- 
ty-two. 

Rev.  William  Newell,  D.  D.,  born,  Boston  ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1824,  and 
Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1829 ;  ordained, 
May  19,  1830  ;  relinquished  his  charge,  March, 
1868,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  ministry. 

Of  these  eleven  Pastors  of  the  First  Church 
of  Cambridge,  three  were  educated  at  Emanuel 
College,  England,  seven  at  Harvard  University, 
and  one  at  Yale.  The  average  ministry  of  each 
was  about  twenty  years  and  six  mouths. 

Op  xnE  Second  Precinct,  or  Parish,  of  Cam- 
bridge, usually  called  by  the  Indian  name  of 
Menotomy,  until  incorporated,  in  1807,  as  West 
Cambridge,  Rev.  Samuel  Cook  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, 1735  ;  was  ordained  first  Pastor,  in  1739. 
He  died,  1783,  aged  seventy-five,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Thaddeus  Fiske,  D.  D.,  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, 1785  ;  was  ordained  in  1788 ;  and  had  a 
ministry  of  forty  years.  He  died  at  Charles- 
town,  on  the  twenty-first  of  November,  1855,  in 
his  ninety -fourth  year. 

Rev.  Frederic  Henry  Hedge,  D.  D.,  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  on  the  twelfth  of  December,  1805. 
Having  studied  in  Germany,  from  1818  to  1823, 
he  graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1825,  and 
Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1828.  He  was  or- 
dained at  West  Cambridge,  on  the  twentieth  of 
May,  1829  ;  resigned  his  charge  on  the  ninth  of 
March,  1835,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  ministry. 
He  was  subsequently  settled  at  Bangor,  at  Prov- 
idence, and  at  Brookline. 

Rev.  David  Damon,  of  Harvard  University, 


1811,  was  installed  in  April,  1835.  He  died  on 
the  twenty -fifth  of  June,  1843,  in  Ids  fifty-sixth 
year,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  ministry  over 
this  Church.  He  was  the  first  tenant  in  that 
beautiful  Cemetery  at  West  Cambridge,  which 
his  own  discourse  and  poem  consecrated  in  his 
last  public  services  in  that  place. 

Rev.  William  Ware,  born  in  Hingham,  on 
the  third  of  August,  1797;  Haivard  College, 
1816;  installed  here,  in  1844,  having  been  set- 
tled previously  in  New  York  and  in  Waltham. 
In  1845,  he  was  compelled  from  ill  health  to 
relinquish  preaching,  and  removed  from  West 
Cambridge  in  the  second  year  of  his  ministry 
here.  He  died  at  Cambridge,  on  the  nineteenth 
of  February,  1852. 

Rev.  James  Francis  Brown,  a  graduate  of  the 
Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1848,  was  ordained 
on  the  first  of  November,  1848  ;  and  died  at 
Springfield,  on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  1854, 
aged  thirty-two  years,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his 
ministry  at  West  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Samuel  Abbot  Smith,  born  at  Peter- 
borough, New  Hampshire,  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  1829;  Harvard  University,  1849;  and 
Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1853  ;  was  ordain- 
ed on  the  twenty-second  of  June,  1854;  and 
died  here  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  1865,  aged 
thirty-six,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  min- 
istry. 

Rev.  Charles  Christie  Salter,  born  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire  ;  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
University,  1861,  and  of  Cambridge  Divinity 
School,  1865  ;  was  ordained  here,  on  the  seventh 
of  June,  1866,  and  resigned  his  charge,  January, 
1869,  in  the  third  year  of  his  ministry. 

Of  these  eight  Pastors  of  the  original  Second 
Church  of  Cambridge,  seven  were  graduates  of 
Harvard  University.  The  average  ministry  of 
each  was  fifteen  years. 

Of  the  Third  Precinct,  or  Parish,  of  Cam- 
bridge, usually  called  South  Cambridge  or  Lit- 
tle Cambridge,  until  incorporated  (in  1807)  as- 
a  Town,  Rev.  John  Foster,  D.  D.,  was  ordained 
first  Pastor,  on  the  first  of  November,  1784.  He 
was  born  at  Western  (now  Warren)  Mass.,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  April,  1763;  and  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  1783.  He  resigned  his 
charge  on  the  thirty -first  of  October,  1827. after 
a  ministry  of  just  forty-three  years  ;  and  died,  at 
Brighton,  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1^29, 
in  his  sixty-seventh  year. 

Rev.  Daniel  Austin  was  bora  in  Boston  ;  and 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1813,  and  at 
the  Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1827.  He  waa 
ordained  on  the  fourth  of  June,  1828 ;  resigned 
his  charge  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  November, 
1837,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  ministry,  and  re- 
sides now  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Rev     Abner    Dumont    Jones    was    born    in 
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Charlestown,  on  the  second  of  April,  1807,  only 
«on  of  Elder  Abner  Jones,  founder  of  the  "Chris- 
•"  tian  Connexion"  in  New  England.  He  was  in- 
stalled on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  1839, 
having  been  previously  settled  at  Hubbardston, 
Mass.,  and  at  Wilton,  New  Hampshire;  and 
resigned  his  charge,on  the  thirty-first  of  October, 
1842,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
subsequently  settled  at  Manchester,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  resides  now  in  Boston. 

Rev.  Frederick  Augustus  Whitney  born  at 
'Quincy,  on  the  thirteenth  of  September,  1812  ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1833,  and  at 
the  Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1838.  He  took 
charge  of  the  pulpit  on  the  ninth  of  April, 
1843  ;  and  was  ordained  on  the  twenty-first  of 
February  following.  He  resigned  in  1858,  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  his  ministry. 

Rev.  Charles  Noyes,  born  at  Petersham,  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  University  1856,  and  at  the 
Cambridge  Divinity  School,  1859.  He  was  or- 
dained on  the  fourth  of  January,  1860;  and  re- 
signed, on  the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  1883,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  ministry.  He  was  sub- 
sequently settled  at  Northfield,  Massachusetts ; 
and  has  been  recently  invited  to  settle  at  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Rev.  Samuel  Walton  McDaniel,  born  at  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  eighteenth  of  November,  1833  ; 
was  installed  on  the  thirtieth  of  August,  1866, 
having  previously  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and 
in  Massachusetts.  He  resigned  his  charge  on 
the  third  of  July.  1869,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
ministry. 

Of  these  six  Pastors  of  the  original  Third 
Church  of  Cambridge,  two  were  graduates  of 
Harvard  University  and  two  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. The  average  ministry  of  each  of  the  six 
was  thirteen  vears  and  four  months.     F.  A.  W. 


An  Autograph  Letter. — Leavitt,  Strebeigh 
&  Co.  will  sell  by  auction  on  Monday  next  and 
the  following  days  the  private  library  of  Mr.  W. 
H.  Corner,  of  Baltimore,  which  is  not  only  rich 
in  works  referring  to  American  history,  but  also 
in  relics  of  Washington — including  his  Bible 
and  the  following  letter  from  his  mother,  which 
we  transcribe  literally  from  the  original : 

"  July  the  2  1760 

"  Dear  Brother 

"this  Coins  by  Capt  Nickelson  you  Seem  te 
"  blam  me  for  not  writing  to  you  but  I  doe  a 
"  shour  you  it  is  Note  for  Wante  of  a  very  great 
"  Regard  for  you  and  the  family  butt  as  I  dont 
"  ship  tobacco  the  Captins  Never  Calls  one  me 
"  soe  that  I  Never  know  when  tha  come  or  when 
"  tha  goe  I  beleve  you  have  got  a  very  good 
"  overseer  at  this  quarter  now  Capt  Newton  has 
"  taken  a  Large  pease  of  ground  from  you  which 


"  I  dear  say  if  you  had  been  hear  your  self  it 
"had  not  been  Don  Mr.  Danial  and  his  wife  and 
"  family  is  well  Cozen  Hannah  has  been  married 
"  and  Lost  her  husband  She  has  one  child  a  boy 
"may  give  my  love  to  Sister  Ball  &  Mr.  Down- 
"man  &  his  Lady  &  am  Dear  Brother. 
"  Your  Loving  Sister 

"Mary  Washington  " 


Death  of  Catharine  T.  Washington. 

Mrs.  Catharine  T.  Washington,  the  nearest 
relative  to  the  Father  of  his  Country,  died  on 
Saturday,  at  the  residence  of  her  son-in-law, 
Dr.  J.  M.  Mackenzie,  m  Delhi.  She  was  born 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  August,  1790  ;  and  was 
consequently  in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age. 
The  deceased  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Samuel 
Washington,  a  grand  nephew  of  General 
Washington,  who  died  ten  years  ago.  She, 
too,  was  a  Washington,  though  bearing  a  re- 
mote relationship  to  her  husband. 

They  came  to  the  West,  from  Virginia,  about 
twenty  years  ago,  stopping  temporarily  at 
Wheeling,  and  finally  settling  in  Newport,  Ky., 
where  they  both  remained  until,  eight  years 
ago,  they  came  into  the  family  of  Dr.  Macken- 
zie, in  this  city,  and  removed  with  him  to  his 
residence  in  Delhi,  when  he  left  the  city. 

She  was,  for  many  years,  a  prominent  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  After  their  removal  to  Delhi,  with- 
out a  change  of  membership,  she  attended  the 
Presbyterian  Church ;  and  was  earnestly  en- 
gaged in  its  work,  until  her  failing  health, 
about  one  year  ago,  admonished  her  that  her 
labor  on  earth  was  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
She  retained  her  physical  vigor  to  an  unusual 
age  ;  and  was  distinguished  for  high  character 
and  one  that  was  singularly  well  balanced. 
The  dignity  which  characterized  the  family, 
also  manifested  itself,  in  no  small  degree,  in  her  ; 
and  a  serene  temper,  with  which  she  was  blessed, 
was  constantly  speaking  from  a  placid  face. 
The  traces  of  the  Washington  physiognomy 
were  quite  discernable  in  her,  and  came  out 
with  striking  resemblance  to  General  Wash- 
ington, after  her  death.  Though  her  strength 
had  been  rapidly  failing  of  late,  she  was  serious- 
ly sick  only  about  six  weeks.  Her  last  words 
were  those  of  affection  for  her  family,  and  un- 
failing trust  in  the  Savior. 

She  leaves  two  children  who  survive  her, 
Captain  Thornton  J.,  and  John  F.Washington, 
both  well-known  citizens  of  this  country. —  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette. 


XL— NOTES. 

Old  Newspapers — By  the  kindness  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Esqr.,  we  have   examined   a 
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volume  of  old  newspapers,  apparently  exchang- 
es, directed  to  Messrs.  Young  &  Minns,  of  Bos- 
ton, of  the  Massachusetts  Mercury ,  all  dated  about 
1799.  They  were  bound  in  a  volume  then,  and 
belonged  to  Enoch  Bust.  The  titles  of  these 
Journals  are  as  follows,  there  being  several  num- 
bers of  most  of  them, 

1.  Columbian  Minerva,  Vol.  III.  No.  131. 
Dedham,  Mass.  April,  11,  1799, 

2.  The  Minerva,  Vol.  III.  No.  110.  Dedham, 
November  15,  1798. 

3.  Columbian  Courier,  Vol.  1.  No.  39.  New 
Bedford,  4th  day,  8th  month,  1799. 

4.  Patriotic  Gazette,  Vol.1.  No.  10.  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.  June  14,  1799. 

5.  The  Farmer's,  Register,  Vol.  I.  No.  30.  Con- 
way, Mass.  October  6,  1798. 

6.  Castine  Journal  and  the  Eastern  Advertizer, 
Vol.  I.  No.  24.  Castine,  Maine,  June  12, 1799. 

7.  The  Baltimore  Intelligencer,  Vol.  III.  No. 
145.  Baltimore,  February  7,  1799. 

8.  Newhampshire  Sentinel,  Vol.  I.  No.  15. 
Keene,  N.  H.,  June  29,  1799. 

9.  Federal  Spy,  Vol.  VII.  No.  29.  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  July  16,  1799. 

10.  Berkshire  Gazette,  Vol.  II.  No.  32.  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  August  21,  1799. 

11.  Springer 's  Weekly  Oracle,  Vol.  III.  No. 
138.  New  London,  Conn.,  July  8,  1799. 

12.  Herald  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  V.  No. 
18.  Warren,  R.  I.,  September  7,  1799. 

13.  The  Courier  and  New  York  and  L»ng  Is- 
land Advertiser,  Vol.  I.  No.  10.  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 
September  5,  1799. 

14.  Greenfield  Gazette,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  397. 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  August  31,  1799. 

15.  The  Western  Star,  Vol,  VIII.  N«.  38. 
Stockbridge,  Mass.,  August  7,  1797. 

16.  Courier  of  New  Hampshire,  Vol.  X.  No.  26. 
Concord,  N.  H.,  July  27,  1799. 

17.  The  Royal  Gazette  and  New  Brunswick, 
Vol.  XIV.  No.  587.  St.  John,  July  16,  1799. 

18.  The  Mercury,  Vol.  II.  No.  3.  Boston,  Ju- 
ly 9,1793. 

19.  New  Jersey  State  Gazette,  Vol.  I.  No.  19. 
Trenton,  July  9,  1799. 

20.  Evening  Courier,  Vol.  I.  No.  28.  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  November  2,  1798. 

21.  Thomas' 's  Massachusetts  Spy  or  Worcester 
Gazette,  Vol.  XXVIII.  No.  1379.  Worcester, 
September  11,  1799. 

22.  Morris  County  Gazette,  Vol.  I.  No.  1. 
Morris  Town,  N.  J.,  May  24,  1797. 

23.  The  American  Eagle,  Vol.  I.  No.  2.  Eas- 
ton,  P%  May,  17,  1799 

24.  The  Rutland  Herald,  Vol.  II.  No.  9. 
Rutland,  V1,,  February  29,  1796. 

25.  Federal  Galaxy,  Vol.  III.  No.  138.  Brat- 
tleborough,  Vf.,  August  19,  1799. 

26.  The  Oracle  of  Dauphin   and    Harrisburgh 


Advertiser,  Vol.  VII.  No.  4.    Harrisburgh,  Pa., 
November  28.  1798. 

27.  Journal  of  the  Times,  Vol.  I.,  No.  35.  Ston- 
ington,  Conn.,  June  4,  1799. 

28.  United  States  Chronicle,  Vol.  XVI.  No. 
812.  Providence,  August  8,  1799. 

29.  The  Green  Mountain  Patriot,  Vol.  I.  No. 
47.  Peacham,  V4.,  January  11,  1799. 

30.  Village  Messinger,  Vol.  IV.  No.  33.  Am- 
herst, N.  H.  August  19,  1799. 

31.  Haverhill  Gazette,  Vol.  I.  No.  44.  Haver- 
hill, Mass.  August  22,  1799. 

32.  The  Eagle,  Vol.  VI.  No.  44.  Hanover, 
N.  H.  May  25,  1799. 

33.  The  Vergennes  Gazette  and  Vermont  & 
Neio  York  Advertiser,  Vol.  I.  No.  45.  Vergennes, 
VK,  July  18,  1799. 

34.  Political  Focus,  Vol.  I.  No.  48.  Leomins- 
ter, Mass.,  May  30,  1799. 

35.  The  Time  Piece,  Vol.  II.  No.  83.  New 
York,  March  26,  1798. 

36.  The  Courier,  Vol.  III.  No.  39.  Norwich. 
Conn.,  August  21,  1799. 

37.  Kennebclc  Intelligencer,  Vol.  IV.  No.  179. 
Hallowell,  Me.,  July  26,  1799. 

38.  The  Mirror,  Vol.  VII.  No.  348.  Concord. 
N.  H.,  July  1,  1799. 

This  list  seems  worth  preserving  since  it  was 
formed  at  a  time  when  there  was  apparently  a 
great  increase  in  the  establishment  of  newspa- 
pers in  the  smaller  towns. 


Witchcraft  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  I  copv 
from  the  Middlesex  Court  files,  for  1660,  the 
following  Document: 

"  We  whose  names  are  under  written — We 
"  Doe  here  testifie  that  Winnefred  Holman, 
"  we  having  Bene  acquainted  with  her  this 
"  many  years,  she  Being  nere  neighbour  unto 
"  us  and  maiy  times  have  had  occasion  to  hare 
"  dealings  with  her,  and  we  have  not  indeed  in 
"  the  least  measure  perceived  either  by  words 
"  or  deedes  any  thing  whereby  we  could  have 
"  any  grounds  or  reasons  to  suspect  her  for 
"witchery  or  any  thing  thereunto  tending.  And 
"  this  is  evident  unto  us  that  she  is  diligent  in 
"her  calling  and  frequents  publique  preaching 
"  and  gives  diligent  attention  thereunto, 

"  John   Green  Nathaniel  Green 

"JonN  Palfrey  Francis  Wiiitmoke 

"  Mathew  Bridge       Richard  Ettles 
"  William  Diksone. 
"  We  who   have   here  subscribed  our  names 
"  doe  testifie  That  we   have  Known  Winnefret 
"  Holman  widdow,  this  many  yeares,  but  never 
"Knew  any  thing  in  her  life  concerning  witeh- 
"  ery.    But  she  has  always  bene  a  diligent  liear- 
"  er  of  and  attender  to  the  word  of  God. 
"  Mary  Hals  Isabel  WnrraoRE 
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•'Mary  Ettles 
"  Jane  Willows 
"  Martha  Towse 
"  John  Bridge 
"Gregory  Stone 
"  Mary  Patton 


William  Towne 
Thomas  Fox 
Rebecca  Wieth 
Widow  Stone 
Anna  Bridge 

JOANE  DlKSONNE 


"  Elizabeth  Green  Ellin  Fox 
"  Elizabeth  Winship  Elizabeth  Bridge 
Among  these  signers  are  Francis  Whitmore 
and  his  wife  Isabel  (Park).  Concerning  him  I 
rind  three  other  affidavits  in  these  files,  viz : 
one,  the  fifth  of  February,  1658,  aged  33;  one 
the  eighteenth  of  December,  1660,  aged  35  ;  and 
one  in  1675,  aged  50,  all  concerning  in  placing 
his  birth  in  or  about  1625. 


Coh asset.  I  find  in  the  Journal  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts House  of  Representatives,  viii,  355,  that 
on  the  first  of  June,  1708,a  Petition  was  present- 
ed by  Mindath  Schuyler,  John  Abeath,  David 
Schuyler,  Peter  Vanbruck,  John  Schuyler,  Pe- 
ter Schuyler,  and  Robert  Livingston,  Jr.,  all 
of  Albany,  praying  for  a  Grant  of  land  at  the 
head  of  Connecticut-river,  about  one  hundred 
miles  distant  from  Deerfield,  called  Cowastick, 
alias  Cohasset;  within  this  Province.  A  Grant 
was  made  for  fifteen  miles  square. 

Immigration.  In  The  New  England  Weekly 
Journal,  for  March  30th,  1730.  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  Passengers  and  Servants  land- 
ed in  Pennsvlvania,  from  December  25th,  1728, 
to  December  25th,  1729 

English  and  Welsh  passengers  199  servants  68  total  267 

Irish  "  925        "        230      "    1155 

Scotch  "  none     "         43 

Palatine  "  243        " 

■  In  New  Castle  Government,  about  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  Passengers  and  Servants, 
mostly  from  Ireland.     Total  6218. 


Portrait  Painting.  In  The  Baltimore  Intel- 
ligencer, for  February  7,  1797,  will  be  found  the 
following  card: 

"  Portrait  Painting.  The  subscriber,  grate- 
ful for  the  liberal  encouragement  which  an  in- 
"  dulgent  public  have  conferred  on  him  in  his 
"  first  essays  in  portrait  painting,  returns  his 
"  sincere  acknowledgements  He  takes  liber- 
'•  ty  to  observe,  that  by  dint  of  iudustrious  ap- 
"  plication,  he  has  so  far  improved  and  matured 
"  his  talents,  that  he  can  insure  the  most  pre- 
"  cise  and  natural  likenesses.  As  a  self-taught 
"  genitis,  deriving  from  nature  and  industry  his 
"  knowledge  of  the  Art,  and  having  experi- 
"  enced  many  insuperable  obstacles  in  the  per- 
"  suit  of  his  studies,  it  is  highly  gratifying  to 
'•  him  to  make  assurances  of  his  ability  to  exe- 
"  cute  all  commands,  with  an  effect  and  in  a 
"  style  which  must  give  satisfaction.  He  there- 
"  fore  respectfully  solicits  encouragement.     Ap- 


"  ply  at  his  House,  in  the  Alley  leading  from 
"  Charles  to  Hanover  Street,  back  of  Sear's  Tav- 
'•  em. 

"  Joshua  Johnston." 

Gwinett  Button.  In  a  list  of  letters  adver- 
tised as  remaining  in  the  Springfield  Post  Office, 
April  1,  1799,  are  the  names  of  Elias,  Joseph, 
Blooit,  Gwinett  and  Sally  Button,  all  of  Long- 
meadow. 


QUERIES. 

Stroudwater.  In  the  list  of  Subscribers  to 
Prince's  Chronology  (Boston,  1736)  is  the  name 
of  "Mr.  Richard  Fry  of  Stroudwater".  Can  any 
one  give  any  particulars  of  Mr.  Fry ;  or  say  where 
Stroudwater  is  or  was  ?  In  Thomas's  History 
of  Printing  (ii,  432)  mention  is  made  of  Richard 
Fry,  an  Englishman,  who  was  connected  proba- 
bly  with  the  paper-mill  at  Milton,  Mass.  and 
who  was  a  bookseller  and  publisher,  in  Boston t 
in  1732.     Was  this  the  same  man? 


Peter  Whitmore,  op  New  Hampshire.  In 
The  New  Hampshire  Provincial  Papers,  (ii.,  423,) 
mention  is  made,  in  1704,  of  an  account  of  Peter 
Whitmore,  Commissary,  for  provisions  for  im- 
pressed soldiers.  In  the  next  volume  (iii.,  323) 
there  is  mention  made  of  Commissary  Whitmore, 
under  date  of  1705.  I  find  no  such  person  re- 
corded among  the  descendants  of  Francis  Whit- 
more, of  Cambridge,  or  Thomas  Whitmore,  of 
Maiden.  May  not  the  person  meant  be  Peletiah 
Whittemore,  who  m.  Margery  Pepperrell,  in 
1706? 


Family  Meeting.  In  the  Register,  xvi,  76, 
William  Wilcock's  Will  is  printed.  He  was  of 
Cambridge,  and  died  in  1653. 

He  mentions  his  widow,  the  children  of 
his  sister,  Christian  Boyden,  in  old  England, 
and  his  cousin  John  Woodes.  Also  he  gives 
small  legacies  to  umy  loving  orethren  that  were 
"  of  my  family  meeting,  viz.  Roger  Bancroft,  John 
"  Hasting,  Thomas  Fox,  widow  Patton,  and 
"  Francis  Whitmore ;  to  my  sister,  the  widow 
"Hall,  to  her  son,  William,  and  daughter,  Susan, 
"  to  my  honest  brother.  Richard  Francis,  and  to 
"my  brother.  John  Taylor" 

Can  any  one  explain  the  meaning  of  the  above 
phrase  in  italics  ?  Is  it  probable  that  the  "fam- 
"  ily  meeting,"  undoubtedly  a  regular  one  for 
devotional  purposes, was  confined  to  relatives ;  or 
was  it  rather  a  collection  of  neighbors  ?  Has 
any  one  met  the  same  phrase  in  other  Wills  of 
that  date?  Would  a  man  call  a  meeting.  &f am- 
ity one,  if  it  consisted  of  himself  and  wife  (they 
apparently  lived  alone)  and  five  strangers  in 
blood  to  him,  simply  because  it  was  held  in  his 
own  house  ? 
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1  —JOURNAL  OF  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE 
COLONY  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  WHICH 
ASSEMBLED  AT  EXETER  DECEMBER  21*, 

1775,  AND  ADOPTED,  JANUARY  THE  5th. 

1776,  THE   FIRST    WRITTEN   CONSTITU- 
TION IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Now  First  Printed.* 

'Colony  of  New  Hampshire — In  Congress  at  Exeter 
Deer  21st  1775. 

At  aGenerall  Convention  of  the  Delegates  From 
the  Several  Towns,  Parishes  and  Places  in  this 
Colony  Convened  at  Exeter  m  Said  Colony  on  the 
Twenty  first  day  of  December  A  D  1775 — Pursu- 
ant to  Precepts  Issued  by  the  Late  Congress. 

The  Returned  Members  met,  and  after  making 
out  a  List  of  their  Names  and  the  Places  they 
Represent,  Proceeded  to  make  Choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent— and  the  Votes  being  bro't  in,  It  appeared 
That  the  Hon^e  Matthew  Thornton  Esq'-  was 
Chosen  President  of  this  Congress,  by  a  great  Ma- 
jority, who  Took  the  Chair  Accordingly. 

Voted  That  Ebeneeer  Thompson  Esqr  be  Secre- 
tary to  this  Congress. 

Voted  That  Noah  Emery  Esqr  be  Assistant 
Secretary  to  this  Congress. 

Then  adjourned  to  half  after  Eight  o'Clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Friday  Becr  22<*  1775.  Met  according  to  Ad- 
journment, and 

The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Towns  of  New  Ipswich-,  Rindge,  Fitz  William  & 


*1  am  confident  that  the  publication  of  this  important  Journal 
which  escaped  the  attention  of  Mr.  Force,  and  which  has  been 
neglected  in  the  Archives  of  New  Hampshire  for  nearly  one 
hundred  years,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  every  distinguished 
Coustitutienal  Lawyer  in  the  United  States.  *  As  the  citizen  of 
a  free  State,  and  a  member  of  the  supreme  power,  by  birth, 
however  weak  may  be  the  iufluence  of  my  single  vote  in  public 
affairs,  the  right  of  giving  that  vote  is  sufficient  to  impose  on 
nre  the  duty  of  making  those  affairs  my  study,"  and  I  am  happy 
to  announce  to  the  intelligent  readers  of  the  Historical  Maga- 
zine, that  it  is  my  intention  to  publish  this  Journal  in  book  form, 
with  such  documents  and  notes  as  will  illustrate  it  on  every 
point.  Yf.  i.  O. 
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Jaffrey,  (Praying  to  have  Enoch  Hale  Esqf  &  Wil- 
liam Smiley  admitted  to  Sit  in  this  Congress)  and 
also  the  return  made  on  the  Precept  which  Issued 
to  the  Towns  of  Rindge,  Jaffrey,  &  Peterborough 
Slip,  Being  read  &  Considered  Voted  that  Neither 
of  the  Said  Gentlemen  shall  have  a  Seat  in  this  Con- 
gress, They  being  Chosen  Contrary  to  the  Direction 
in  the  Precept  from  the  Late  Congress. 

Voted  To  Choose  a  Committee  of  three  Persons 
to  Draw  up  a  Solemn  Obligation  or  Engagement 
to  be  Entered  into  by  the  Members  of  this  Con- 
gress, and  Lay  the  Same  before  the  Congress  for 
their  Approbation,  and  That  Benjamin  Giles  Esqr 
Ebenezer  Thompson  Esqr  &  Wyesman  Clagett 
Esq*  be  the  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  Sundry  Persons  have  appeared  in  this 
Congress  bringing  Certificates  of  their  Choice  to 
represent  Towns  &  Places  in  this  Congress,  Some 
of  which  are  Certified  by  the  Selectmen,  Some  by 
the  Town  Clerk  and  Some  by  the  Moderator  of  the 
Meeting  in  their  respective  Towns  &  places,  and 
no  return  being  made  of  the  Precepts  which  Issued 
fiom  the  Late  Congress,  Directing  Such  Choice. 
Therefore  voted  That  Such  Persons,  whose  Cer- 
tificates Shew  that  they  were  Chosen  to  represent 
Towns  or  places  to  whom  Precepts  did  Issue,  Shall 
be  aliow'd  a  Seat  in  Congress  During  their  pres- 
ent Session,  after  which  Time  they  Shall  produce 
the  Precept  —  in  Consequence  of  which  Such 
Choice  was  made,  with  the  Certificate  of  the  Se- 
lectmen thereon,  (of  their  being  Chosen)  or  Shall 
not  be  any  further  Allowed  a  Seat  in  this  Congress. 
Voted  That  the  Treasurer  or  receiver  General 
be  Directed  to  Lay  his  Treasury  Accounts  before 
this  Congress  forthwith  for  their  Inspection  &  Ex- 
amination. 

Voted  That  the  Committee  Chosen  to  Examine 
&  Audit  the  Accounts  of  the  Late  Treasurer  Jaf- 
frey, be  Directed  to  Lay  the  State  of  Said  accounts 
(as  far  as  they  have  Examined  them)  before  this 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  The 
Commiesery,  The  Committee  of  Safety,  The  Quar- 
ter Master,  the  Barrack  master  and  Engineer,  be 
Directed  to  Lay  their  accounts  before  this  Con- 
gress as  Soon  as  may  be  for  their  Inspection  and 
Examination. 
Adjourn'd  to  three  o'clock  afternoon. 
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Dec  22<*  P  M—  Met  According  to  Adjourn 
ment. 

Read  &  heard  Sundry  Letters  &  resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress  The  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Alexandria  &c,  against  the  Election  of 
Mr  Samuel  Emerson  as  a  member  of  this  Con- 
gress, being  read  and  Considered — 

Voted  That  the  Said  Samuel  Emerson  was 
Duely  Elected  and  that  he  Take  his  Seat  in  tins 
house  Accordingly. 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Rye  against  the  Election  of  Nathan  Goss,  being 
read,  Voted  that  the  Parties  be  heard  thereon  on 
Monday  next  P.  M. 

The  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Hanover 
&c.,  bfing  read  Voted  that  the  Consideration 
thereof  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Upon  the  Motion  of  Ceorge  Jaffrey  Esqr  Isaac 
Rindge  Esqr  &  Mr  William  Hart,  praying  to  be 
Liberated  from  their  respective  ConfJnements,Voted 
by  the  Late  Congress  on  the  Sixteenth  of  Nov  last, 
The  motion  being  Considered 

Voted  That  the  Determination  thereof  be  Sus- 
pended till  To-morrow 

Upon  the  Motion  of  Enoch  Hale  Esqr,  Voted 
that  a  new  writ  Issue  to  Towns  of  Rindge,  Peter- 
borough Slip,  and  Jaffrey,  to  Send  a  Member  to 
Sit  in  this  Congress. 

Adjourn'd  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'Clock. 

December   23^,  177&.  — Met   according    to  Ad- 
urnment. 

Whereas  Sundry  Persons  were,  by  the  late  Con- 
gress, ordered  to"  Confine  Themselves  to  Certain 
Places  within  this  Colony  &e.  It  is  now  Voted 
That  the  Said  Persons  viz  Peter  Gilman  Esq'-  Na- 
thaniel Rogers  Esq'-  Mr  William  Torry,  Ceorge 
Jaffrey  Esqr  Isaac  Rindge  Esqr  &  Mr  William 
Hart,  have  leave  to  go  to  their  Respective  Busi- 
nesses for  the  Space  of  Fifteen  days,  unless  they 
or  any  of  them  Should  be  Called  for  Sooner  ;  and 
then  to  make  their  appearance  before  this  Con- 
gress. 

Voted  That  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Jonathan  Blan- 
chard  &  Noah  Emery  Esqrs  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee Chosen  to  mak»"a  Dra't  of  Some  Solemn 
Obligation  to  be  Enter'd  into  by  the  Members  of 
this  Congress. 

Voted  That  Capt  Peirce  Long,  Samuel  Cutts 
&  Samuel  Sherburne  E?qrs  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  a  Sum  Sufficient  to  make  up  to  them  the 
Two  thousand  pounds  Lawful  money  Voted  them 
by  the  Late  Congress  to  Lay  out  in  Cargoes  tor 
the  Foreign  West  Indias  to  Procure  Arms,  Amu- 
nition  &c  for  this  Colony 

Voted  That  Mr  Commissary  Cutts  be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  One  hundred  and  Fifty  pounds 
Lawf  I  money  towards  paying  off  the  Workmen 
on  the  Batteries  &  Victualling  the  Troops;  Said 
Sum  to  be  by  him  Accounted  for. 

Adjourn'd  to  3  o'Clock  afternoon-. 


P  M.     Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Voted  To  Raise  and  keep  in  pay  Two  hundred 
Mattrosses  &  Artillerymen,  Officers 

Included,  for  the  Defence  &  Security  of  the 
Batteries  &  Fortifications  at  and  Near  Piscataqua 
Harbour — To  be  Enlisted  by  Capt  Salter,  Captu 
Daniel  &  Capt  Turner  and  to  keep  in  the  Service 
for  the  Term  of  one  year  if  not  Discharged  Sooner 
and  to  be  Commanded  by  Said  Captains  in  the 
Same  Proportion  as  they  now  Command, — Said 
Officers  &  Soldiers  to  be  paid  the  Same  Wages  as 
heretofore — and  that  the  Secretary  make  out  En- 
listing orders  Accordingly. 

Voted  That  all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  (Ex- 
cepting the  Two  hundred  Matrosses  and  Artillery 
men)  Be  forthwith  Discharged  from  Duty  at  the 
Fortresses  at  and  Near  Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Adjourn'd  to  Munday  next  3,  o'Clock  afternoon. 

Munday  Dec  25'* — Met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment 

Upon  the  motion  of  Wyseman  Clagett  Esq?  in 
behalf  of  Sam1  Renk-in  praying  that  a  20  S  Ster- 
ling bill  of  this  Colony  payable  Deer  25'h.  17G5, 
may  be  redeemed  &  paid  by  order  of  this  Congress ; 
Voted  in  the  Negative. 

The  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Ryft, 
against  the  Election  of  Nathan  Goss,  for  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Congress,  being  read  &  Considered — 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  not 
Granted  but  that  the  said  Petition  be  and  hereby 
is  Dismiss'd — and  that  the  Said  Nathan  Goss  Take 
his  Seat  in  this  house  Accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'Clock  afternoon 

Met  according  to  Adjournment 

Voted  That  the  Petition  of  John  Wheelock, 
agent  for  the  Towns  of  Hanover,  Lebanon,  Rel- 
han,*  Canaan,  Cardiganf  &  Grafton,  having  been 
read,  Debated  &  understood,  Be  and  hereby  isDis- 
mist. 

Voted  That  Ebenezer  Thompson,  James  Bet* 
ton,  Jonathan  Blanchard,  Jonathan  Lovewell  John 
Dudley  &  Benjamin  Giles  Esq"  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  a  Plan  of  Rales  for  the  order  of  this  Con- 
gress, and  lay  it  before  this  house  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  9  o'Clock. 

Tuesday  Dec  26'*.  1775  Met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  Petition  of  Barton  Pollard  (a  Poor  Prison- 
er) being  read  and  considered 

Voted  That  the  sum  of  Seven  pounds  &  frve 
Shillings  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Col- 
ony towards  his  Prison  Charges,  Provided  he  En- 
list himself  as  a  Soldier  in  the  Service  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  if  he  Settles  his  orther  Charges 
due  to  the  Prison  keeper;  That  he  be  Discharged 
from  Prison,  That  he  within  Thirty  days  next 
Coming  repair  to  the  Corps  into  which  he  Shall 
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Enlist,  (at  which  time  his  wages  Shall  Commence) 
or  that  he  be  again  Committed  to  Prison  and  that 
Two  thirds  of  Ids  Wages  as  it  becomes  due  Shall 
be  Stop'd  to  Reimburse  the  Sum  paid  by  the  Col- 
ony untill  the  whole  is  paid  The  line  laid  on  him 
by  the  Justices  tvho  Committed  him  being  hereby 
Remitted. 

Voted  That  Cap1  Eliphalet  Ladd  have  Leave  to 
Sail  to  any  of  the  Foreign  West  Indias,  at  his  own 
Charge  &  Risque,  Under  Such  orders  &  restrictions 
as  this  Congress  Shall  See  fit — and  that  Phillips 
White  Esq1"  JohnHurd  Esqr  &Capt  Ezekiel  Wor- 
then  members  of  this  Congress,  with  Nicholas  Gil- 
man  Esq1'  &  Cap4  John  Emery  be  a  Committee  to 
Consult  &  Lay  a  plan  of  Such  orders  &  restrictions 
as  said  Ladd  Shall  be  under  for  that  purpose  and 
Jay  the  Same  before  this  Congress  as  Soon  as  may 
be. 

Voted  That  Benjamin  Giles  &  Jonathan  Blan- 
chard  Escp  &  Cap1  Hercules  Mooney  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  Examine  &  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
and  make  report  thereon  to  this  Congress  as  Soon 
as  may  be. 

Voted  That  the  Time  appointed  by  the  Late 
Congress  for  paying  in  the  Colony  Tax  this  Year 
be  Lengthened  out  For  three  Months,  and  that  the 
Several  Constables  &  Collectors  in  this  Colony 
Govern  themselves  Accordingly. 

Voted  That  all  the  Noncommissioned  Officers 
and  Soldiers  belonging  to  this  Colony  who  have 
Served  as  Such  in  the  Continental  Army  the  Sum- 
mer Past,  who  have  or  Shall  Enlist  in  Said  Service 
for  the  Year  Coming  Shall  bo  Discharged  from 
paying  a  Poll  Tax  for  the  Year  past. 

Voted  That  Cap'  George  Turner  with  his  Ar- 
tillery Company  be  Stationed  at  New  Castle,  with 
all  the  Field  pieces  under  his  Care  to  Guard  & 
Defend  That  Island  Against  the  Landing  and 
Assaults  of  anv  Enemies  "till  further  orders. 

Adjourned,  till  Tomorrow  Morning  half  past  8 
o'clock 

Wednesday  Dec  2~th. — The  Congress  met  Ac- 
cording to  Adjournment. 

Whereas  a  Vote  of  this  Congress  hath  Excused 
all  Non-Com missioned  Officers  &  Soldiers  who 
Served  the  Summer  past  in  th«  Continental  Army 
and  Shall  Enlist  there  for  the  Year  Coming,  from 
paying  any  Poll  Tax  It  is  Now  Further  Voted 
That  on  an  Account  Under  oath  being  Exhibited 
to  the  Treasurer,  by  the  Selectmen, .of  the  Number 
of  Such  Soldiers  belonging  to  their  respective 
Towns,  and  the  Amount  of  their  Poll  Tax  to  the 
Colony  Tax,  The  Treasurer  Shall  make  a  Deduction 
of  the  Same  out  of  the  Sum  Such  Town  was  Pro- 
portioned to  pay  into  the  Colony  Treasury  this 
Year. 

Voted  That  Such  of  the  Members  of  this  Body, 
as  think  that  Blanketts  Can  be  procured  in  their 
respective  Towns  &  places,  be  Desired  to  write  to, 
(or  otherwise  as  they  find  most  Convenient)  Inform 


the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of  their  respective 
Towns  &  places  That  a  Number  of  Blanketts  are 
Greatly  wanting  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army;  and  that  it  is  requested  of  them  within 
Ten  days  at  Least  from  this  time,  to  Send  to  this 
Congress  or  to  the  Commitiee  at  Exeter,  what 
Number  of  Good  Blanketts  they  can  buy  in  their 
respective  Towns  &  places,  with  the  Prices  thereof 
Assuring  them  that  on  the  Delivery  theroof  the 
money  will  be  paid. 

Voted  Resolved  That  Samuel  Hobart,  Timothy 
Walker  &  Jonathan  Blanchard  Escpbe  a  Commit- 
tee to  Proceed  Down  to  the  Army,  and  there  Ex- 
amine the  Several  Pay  rolls  of  the  Captains  in  the 
Regiments  Commanded  by  the  Colonels  Stark  Poor, 
&  Reid,  and  See  that  they  arc  made  out  in  the 
Same  manner  as  Pay  rolls  arc  allow'd  &  piid  by 
the  Colony  of  the  Mass's  Bay,  &  Sworn  to  by  the 
Captain  of  Each  respective  Company  (or  in  their 
absence  by  the  next  Officer  in  Command;  and  after 
Such  Examination  as  they  Shall  be  Satisfied  of  the 
Propriety  thereof.  That  they  attest  Each  Roll,  as 
allowed  by  them,  That  the  Paymasters  may  pro- 
ceed in  paying  them  off, 

Orders  To  Samuel  Hobart  and  Timothy   Walker 
Esqrs  Paymasters  of  the  New  Hampshire  Troops 

You  arc  hereby  Directed,  when  the  Several  Pay 
rolls  of  the  Companys  in  the  Regiments  Gouhmm- 
ded  by  the  Colonells  Stark,  Poor,  &  Reid,  are- 
Passed  by  tho  Committee  To  Proceed  to  the  pay- 
ment of  Each  Individual  or  his  order,  made  up 
and  allowed  in  Such  Roll,  Taking  their  receipts 
therefor,  making  Deductions  where  any  Person 
Has  received  from  the  Colony,  or  by  their  Order, 
any  part  thereof,  whether  as  Wages  or  Billeting  ; 
or  a  Stoppage  where  the  whole  has  been  received  ; 
also  allowance  for  the  uso  of  Guns  according  to 
the  Votes  of  this  Congress,  and  where  it  appears 
that  any  Officer  for  his  Soldiers,  or  any  Soldiers 
have  received  any  overpluss  allowance  for  Blan- 
ketts or  otherwise,  from  this  Colony,  or  by  their 
order,  That  you  now  Stop  the  Same ;  and  make 
return  of  all  Such  Rolls  to  this  Congress 

Voted  That  the  Secretary  be  Directed  to  write 
to  Mr  Moses  Parsons  &  Direct  him  to  attend  this 
Congress,  &  account  for  the  Money  ho  recJ  to  pur- 
chase Guns. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Cap'  Supply  Clapp  for 
leave  to  Exchange  Continentall  Bills  for  Silver  and 
Gold  now  in  our  Treasury — Voted  that  he  have 
Leave  to  Exchange  Five  hundred  pounds  at  the 
Treasury. 

Voted  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Ebenezer  Thompson 
&  Ichabod  Rollins  Esq's  be  a  committee  to  Examine 
into  the  Stoppages  to  be  made  in  the  Muster  rolls 
of  the  Soldiers  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  and 
make  an  Account  thereof  and  Lay  it  before  this 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  the  Mattrosses  &  Artillery  men  in 
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the  Service  of  this  Colony,  be  paid  off  their  wages 
up  to  the  last  day  of  December  Instant,  by  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  Upon  the  proper  Rolls 
being  made  up  with  the  proper  Stoppages  therein 
&  returned  on  oath  Co  this  house  &  allowed. 

Voted  That  Phillips  White  Esqr  Cap1  Josiah 
Moulton  &  Col°  David  Gilman  be  a  Committee  to 
Examine  &  pass  the  Muster  Roll  of  Capt  John 
Calfe. 

Adjourn'd  to  half  past  2,  o'clock  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

Voted  That  Wyseman  Clagett  &  Thomas  Tash 
Esqrs  be  a  Committee  to  Clear  out  for  Jonathan 
Colcord  a  Number  of  Cattle  &  Sheep  to  Passarna- 
quaddy  (as  pr  his  Petition  on  file)  and  to  take 
Security  from  him  for  their  Safe  landing  there 

Voted  That  Coll0  Timothy  Walker  receive  out 
of  the  Treasury  Nineteen  hundred  Pounds  to  pay 
off  the  Troops  at  Head  Quarters  in  the  Service  of 
this  Colony,  up  to  the  first  of  August  Last  past. 

Voted  That  this  Congress  will  take  up  Govern- 
ment for  this  Colony  in  Such  Mode  &  Eorm  as  this 
Congress  Shall  hereafter  think  fitt 

Voted  That  a  Committee  be  Chosen  to  draw 
up  a  Plan  for  the  Government  of  this  Colony 
During  the  Present  Contest  with  Great  Britain 
and  that  Said  Committee  Consist  of  Fifteen  Per- 
sons—and That  the  Hon1-^  Matthew  Thornton  & 
Meshech  Weare  Esq's  Mr  Secy  Thompson,  Wyse- 
rnan  Clagett,  Benjamin  Giles,  Phillips  White,  John 
Hurd,  Israel  Morey,  Samuel  Sherburne,  Clement 
March  John  Dudley,  James  Betton,  Noah  Emery, 
Jonathan  Blanchard  and  Jonathan  Lovewell  Esq" 
be  the  Committee  for  that  Purpose 

Adjourn'd  to  tomorrow  morning^ past 8,  o'clock. 

Thursday  Dec  28th. — Metaccordrng  to  Adjourn- 
ment. 

Voted  That  Capt  John  Calfe's  Musterroll 
amounting  to  forty  nine  pounds  &  eleven  pence,  be 
allcw'd  and  paid  off  by  William  Parker  Esq1- 

¥oted  That  John  Hurd,  Wyseman  Clagett  & 
John  Giddings  Esqrs  Cap1  John  Emery  and  Mr 
Joseph  Oilman  be  a  Committee  to  Examine  &  Set- 
tle all  the  accounts  of  those  Persons  who  have  had 
monies  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  for  Publick  use, 
and  all  other  accounts  against  the  Colony,  and  to 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Congress  of  Generall 
Assembly  as  Soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  Samuel  Cutts  Esqr  have  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  one  hundred  Pounds  to  be  by 
him  accounted  for. 

Upon  the  Question  being  Put  whether  this  Con- 
gress, will  at  any  Time  Take  up  Civil  Government 
to  Continue  During  the  Present  Contest  with 
Great  Britain,  and  Resolve  themselves  into  a  hous 
of  Repiwentatives  and  then  Choose  a  Councill  to 
Continue  one  Year  from  the  Twenty  first  day  of 
December  Current.  It  was  Voted  in  the  Affirmative 

Ad  ourn'd  to  3,  o'clock  afternoon 


Decr  28''^  3,  o'clock  afternoon  Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

Voted  To  Choose  a  Committee  ot  this  Con- 
gress to  Frame  and  bring  in  a  Dra't  or  Plan  of  a 
New  Constitution  for  the  rule  &  Government  of 
this  Colony,  and  that  the  Hon'^e  Matthew  Thorn- 
ton, Meshech  Weare,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Wyse- 
man Clagett,  &  Benjamsn  Giles  Esqrs  be  the  Com- 
mittee for  that  Purpose,  and  that  they  Enter  upon 
that  Business  Immediately. 

Voted  To  Choose  a  Committee  of  Six  Persons, 
to  Join  the  former  Committee  to  make  a  Dra't  of 
an  Oath  or  Obligation  to  be  Enter'd  into  by  the 
Members  of  this  house — and  that  Colo  Hard,  Capt 
Prentice,  Majr  Tash,  Coll0  Walker,  Col°  Morey  & 
Mr  Blanchard  be  of  the  Said  Committee. 

Adjourn'd  till  tomorrow  morning  9,  o'Clock. 

Friday  Deccmr  2S)th — Met  according  to  Ad- 
journment. 

Voted  That  the  Consideration  of  the  Matter  of 
an  Oath  or  Obligation  on  the  Members  of  this  Con- 
gress be  put  off  to  a  Future  day,  and  that  Col° 
Walker  and  M1*  Blanchard  be  a  Committee  to 
make  Enquiry  at  the  Geni  Court  at  Waterton  of 
the  manner  of  their  Qualification  as  a  General 
Court,  and  of  the  Mode  of  Qualification  of  their 
Civil  Officers;  and  Transmitt  Attested  Copies 
thereof  to  this  house  as  Soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  Mr  Blanchard  be  Excus'd  from  at- 
tending Col0  Walker  as  a  Committee  to  pay  off 
the  Soldiers  at  Head  Quarters  &  to  Inquire  of  the 
Geni  Court  at  Waterton  Concerning  their  mode 
of  Qualification  of  their  Court  &  of  the  Civil 
officers  in  that  Colony — and  that  Col0  Israel  Morey 
be  of  Said  Committee  in  the  room  &  stead  of  Mr 
Blanchard. 

Voted  Not  to  Augment  the  wages  of  the  Ma- 
trasses and  Artillery  men  at  and  about  Piscataqua 
Harbor 

Voted  That  Phillips  White,  David  Gilman 
Esqr  &  Cap'  Josiah  Moulton  be  a  Committee  to 
Examine  all  Muster  rolls  that  are  or  Shall  be 
brought  to  this  house  for  allowance  &  payment ; 
&  to  report  thereon  to  this  House. 

Voted  That  Pclham  be  annexed  to  Londonder- 
ry Regiment ;  Under  the  Command  of  the  Hon^e 
Col°  Thornton. 

Adjourn'd  'till  tomorrow  morning  9,  o'clock. 

Saterday  Decr  30^. — Met  Accordining  to  Ad- 
jounnment 

Voted  That  John  Hurd,  John  Giddings, 
Wyseman  Clagett  Esqr  Capt  John  Emery  &  Mr 
Joseph  Gilman  the  Committee  appointed  by  this 
Congress  to  Audit  the  Accounts  of  All  Persons 
who  have  accounts  open  with  This  Colony,  Be  also 
Impowered  to  Examine  into  the  Purpose  Occasion 
&  Directions  which  Such  Persons  had  when  they 
received  the  Publick  Monies  —  and  that  they  make 
remarks  of  any  Charge  against  the  Colony  in  any 
Accounts  Laid  before  them,  not  Supported  ur  Au- 
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thorizecl  by  Vote  of  Congress  or  of  Assembly,  & 
report  the  Same. 

Voted  That  the  Pay  roll  of  Joseph  Chandler 
amounting  to  Twenty  Six  pounds  Twelve  Shillings 
&  Eight  pence  half  penny  be  allow 'd  and  William 
Parker  Esq1-  Paymaster  nereby  Directed  to  pay 
off  the  Same. 

Voted  That  the  additional  pay  roll  of  Benja- 
min Butler  Amounting  to  Eight  Shillings  be  al- 
lowed &  paid  by  William  Parker  Esq'- 

Voted  That  Cap1  Joseph  Wait,  Cap'  Ezekiel 
Worthen  &  Major  John  Bellows  be  a  Committee 
Forthwith  to  repair  to  New  Castle,  and  Examine 
&  make  report  to  this  house  What  men  &  Cannon 
will  be  Necessary  to  be  Stationed  there,  and  in 
what  manner. 

A  Motion  being  made  in  behalf  of  Josiah  Wal- 
ton, a  Soldier  in  Colo  Reid's  Regiment,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  Battle  at  Bunker's  Hill  on  the  17lh 
of  June  last — That  Doctor  William  Stimson's  Ac- 
count for  attendance  &  Dressings,  amounting  to 
Eleven  pounds  &  Eight  pence,  and  also  the  Ac- 
count of  Josiah  Walton,  father  of  the  Said  Solder 
for  Board,  Nursing  &c — amounting  to  three  pounds 
&  Twelve  Shillings,  may  be  paid  by  this  Colony — 
Voted  that  it  appears  to  this  Congress  that  the 
Said  Account  of  Said  Doctor  Stimson  is  over 
Charged  and  that  a  Deduction  ought  to  be  made 
thereon.  Therefore  the  receiver  Gen'  of  this  Col- 
ony is  Directed  to  pay  the  Said  Josiah  Walton 
Jun1'  the  Sum  of  Six  pounds  Sixteen  Shillings,  & 
eight  pence  in  full  for  Said  Dr  Stimson's  Account, 
and  the  full  of  Said  Josiah  Walton's  Account  for 
board  Nursing  &c,  amounting  to  three  pounds 
Twelve  Shillings,  The  whole  being  Ten  pounds 
Eight  Shillings  &  Eight  pence  Lawf1  money. 

Voted  That  John  Ciddings  &  Joseph  Badger 
Esq's  be  Added  to  the  Committee  for  Forming  a 
Plan  for  the  Government  of  this  Colony 

Voted  That  Cap*  Ezekiel  Worthen  be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  Ten  pounds,  to  be  by  him  account- 
ed for. 

Voted  That  this  Congress  be  adjourn 'd  to 
Tuesday  the  Second  day  of  January  next  at  three 
of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noon  to  meet  at  the  Town 
house  in  Exeter,  and  is  Adjourn 'd  Accordingly. 

Tuesday  January  2d  1776.  Met  According  to 
adjournment. 

Voted  That  the  Consideration  of  the  matters 
Concerning  Capt  Turner  &  his  Company  of  Artil- 
lery (being;  now  reported  by  the  Committee  Sent  to 
New  Castle)  be  put  off  till  Tomorrow,  or  untill 
the  Members  from  Portsmouth  are  Present  in  Con- 
gress . 

Voted  That  Robert    Holms  a  Soldier  in  Cap1 
George  Jerry  Osboim's  *Company   (who  was  by 
accident  Left  of  the  Roll)  be  paid  out  of  Treasury 
Eighteen  Shillings  &  Six  pence  in  full  for  his  wages 
which  ought  to  have  been  Entr'd  upon  Said  Roll. 

Voted    That  Cap'  Salter  &  Capt1*  Daniel  of  the 


Matrosses  and  Capt  Turner  of  the  Artillery  be 
Sent  for  to  Appear  before  this  Congress  Tomorrow 
to  Answer  for  their  past  Conduct  in  their  Several 
Departments. 

Voted  To  Choose  a  Committee  of  Ways  & 
Means,  to  Lay  a  Plan  Sinking  the  Colony  Debt,  & 
to  make  report  to  this  Congress,  and  that  Samuel 
Sherburne  Esq""  Benjamin  Giles  Esq''  Maj1"  John 
Bellows,  Jonathan  Lovewell  Esq*  ft  Capt  Nathan- 
iel Sartel  Prentice  be  the  Committee  for  that  Pur- 
pose. 

Adjourn 'd  till  tomorrow  9,  o'Clock, 

Wednesday  Janv  3d  1776.  Met  According  to 
Adjournment. 

Upon  reading  &  Considering  the  Petition  of 
Cap1  William  Pearne,  praying  for  Leave  to  6enda 
Vessell  to  Maryland  for  the  Purpose  of  Importing 
Corn  into  this  Colony.  Voted  that  the  Said  Wil- 
liam Pearne  have  Liberty  to  Send  a  Vessell  on 
Said  Voyage,  Provided  he  Give  Bond3  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  with 
Sureties  in  a  Sufficient  Sum  That  the  master  of  Said 
Vessell  Shall  Proceed  on  Said  Voyage  according  to 
the  Declaration  of  Said  Petition  and  by  no  means 
Break  or  Intrude  any  resolve  or  Declaration  of 
the  Continental  Congress 

Voted  That  Benjamin  Gile3  Esqr  Major  John 
Bellows,  Cap*  Nathi  Sartel  Prentice,  M1'  Thomas 
Sparhawk  ft  M'  Elijah  Grout  be  a  Committee  to 
Examin  &  Try  Capt  Benjamin  Sumner,  Samuel 
Cole  Esq1'  the  Revd  M'-  Ranna  Cossit  and  Eleazer 
Sanger  Persons  Reputed  to  be  Enimies  To  the  Lib- 
erties of  this  Country,  &  on  Conviction  thereof  to 
Inflict  Such  Penalties  or  Punishments  as  thev  Shall 
See  fit,  not  Exceeding  Fine  or  Imprisonment — 
Saving  an  Appeal  to  this  house  or  General  Court 

Adj'  dto  3,  o'Clock  afternoon,  and  then  met. 

Voted  That  Ebenezer  Thompson  ft  Benjamin 
Giles  Eaqra  be  a  Committee  to  Dra1  a  Letter  to  the 
Massachusetts  Gen1  Court,  to  be  S.gn"d  by  the 
President,  Signifying  the  minds  of  this  house  Con- 
cerning the  Inhabitants  of  Long  Island  in  Penob- 
scott  Bay  their  Furnishing  our  Enemies  with  Fuel, 
Potatoes  &c — and  that  Said  Letter  be  Sent  by  Mr 
John  Tufft. 

Voted  That  Major  Welch  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  Two  pounds  Nineteen  Shillings  &  Six 
pence  in  full  for  his  supporting  Troop  in  Marching 
to  Portsmouth. 

Voted  That  Capt  Caleb  Hodgdon  be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  Twenty  Seven  pounds,  Eight  Shil- 
lings in  full  for  his  Account  For  Blanketts  &c. 

Voted  That  Peter  Oilman,  George  Jaffrey 
Nathaniel  Rogers  ft  Isaac  Rindge  Esq  Capt  \V il- 
liam  Torry  and  Mr  William  Hart  be  Liberated 
from  their  Confinement  till  Further  orders. 

Adjourned  till  Tomorrow  morning  9  o't  lock. 

Thursday  Janr'J  4'A  1776.  Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

Voted    That  Doct1'   Nathan    Cutler's  account 
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Amounting  to  three  pounds  Six  Shillings  and  five 
psnce  be  allowed  &  paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Voted  That  the  account  of  Ainos  Gage  &  Philip 
Richardson  Selectmen  of  Pelham,  amounting  to 
Seven  pounds  Seven  Shillings  &  Six  pence  for 
Blanketts  be  Allow'd  &  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 

Voted    That  Col   Weare,  Col  Hurd  aud  M'* 
Cutts  be  a  Committee   to  Dra't  a  Letter  to  Geni 
Washington,  another  to  Gen1  Sullivan  &  another 
to  Col0  Hobart  Concerning  Col0  Starke's  behaviour 
to  Col0  Hobart — &  lay  them  before  this  house. 

Voted  That  Capt  Long  Capt  Wait  &  Ichabod 
Rawlins  Esq'"  be  a  Committee  to  Lay  a  plan  for 
orders  &  Restrictions  to  be  Laid  on  Capt  Eliphalett 
Ladd  before  he  Sail  to  the  Foreign  West  India's 
according  to  a  Vote  of  the  26fh  December  last,  and 
Lay  Such  plan  before  this  Congress. 

Voted  That  the  Late  Treasurer  Jaffrey  Pay  what 
Colony  monies  he  now  has  in  his  hands  to  Nicholas 
Gilman  Esq'  the  Present  Treasurer  &  take  his 
rect  therefore. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  &  Complaint  of 
Stephen  Bartlett  &  others,  agents  for  Newtown, 
against  Joseph  Bartlett  Esqr  Voted  that  the  Pe- 
titioners Notify  the  Said  Joseph  Bartlett  Esq""  to 
App?ar  before  this  house  to-morrow  at  three  of 
the  Clock  afternoon. 

Voted  That  the  Matrasses  &  Artillery  men  in 
the  pay  of  this  Colony  be  paid  the  Same  wages  in 
this  Colony,  as  at  Head  Quarters. 

Voted  That  Phillips  White  Esqr  Col1  David 
Gilman  &  Capt  Josiah  Moulton  be  a  Committee 
to  Settle  the  Rank  of  Capt  Salter  Capt  Daniel  & 
Capt  Turner,  and  report  thereon  to  this  house. 

Voted  That  the  Several  Colonels  of  the  Several 
Regiments  of  Militia  &  of  Minute  men  be  &  here- 
by are  Directed  to  Settle  their  respective  Regi- 
ments Forthwith  and  make  return  of  their  respec- 
tive Officers  to  this  houpe  or  to  the  Council  on  or 
before  the  nrst  Wednesday  in  Feb'T  next  if  this 
house  or  Council  be  then  Sitting,  and  if  not,  Then 
on  the  Second  day  of  their  Sitting  after  that  time 
— and  that  a  Copy  of  this  Vote  be  Sent  to  Each  of 
the  Said  Colonels,  in  order  that  the  Minute  men 
be  forthwith  Enlisted. 

Adjourn'd  till  to-morrow  morning  9  o'Clock. 

Friday  JarW  5th-  1776.  Met  according  to  Ad 
journment. 

Voted  That  Capt  Titus  Salter  &  Capt  Eliphalet 
Daniel  be  appointed  to  go  over  to  the  Isles  of 
Shoals  and  Inform  all  the  Inhabitant*  there  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  That  the  Situa- 
tion of  Said  Islands  are  Such  that  the  Inhabitants 
are  Expos'd  to  our  Enemies  in  the  Present  unhap- 
py Controversies,  and  may  be  obliged  (by  their 
Weak  Defenceless  Circumstances  &  Inability  to 
Defend  themselves)  to  assist  our  Enemies — and 
that  for  said  reason  it  is  absolutely  Necessary  that 
they  should  Immediately  remove   with  their  Ef- 


fects to  the  main  Land  to  Such  place  or  places  as 
they  Shall  choose,  &  to  tarry  During  the  Pres- 
ent Dispute — and  provided  they  Neglect  to  comply 
herewith  for  the  Term  of  Ten  days  after  this  No- 
tice, That  they  be  Informed  that  they  must  be 
bro't  off  by  Authority. 

Voted  That  the  Account  of  Losses,  and  Charges 
of  the  Funeral  of  Major  Andrew  M' Clary,  Amount- 
ing to  Ten  pounds  Eight  Shillings  be  Allow'd  & 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury 

Voted  That  this  Congress  Take  up  Civil  Gov- 
ernment for  this  Colony  in  Manner  and  Form  Fol- 
lowing Vizt- 

We  the  Members  of  the  Congress  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Chosen  &  Appointed  by  the  Free  Suffrages 
of  the  People  of  Said  Colony,  and  Authorized  and 
Impowered  by  them,  to  meet  together,  aud  use 
Such  Means,  and  Pursue  Such  measures,  as  we 
Should  Judge  best,  for  the  Public  Good  ;  and  in 
Particular  to  Establish  Some  Form  of  Government, 
Provided  that  Measure  Should  be  recommended  by 
the  Continental  Congress:  And  a  Recommenda- 
tion to  that  Purpose  having  been  Transmitted  to 
us,  from  the  Said  Congress  :  Have  Taken  into 
our  Serious  Consideration  the  Unhappy  Circum- 
stances, into  which  this  Colony  is  Involved  by 
means  of  many  Grievous  &  Oppressive  Acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  Depriving  us  of  our  Natural 
&  Constitutional  Rights  and  Priviledges;  to  En- 
force Obedience  to  which  Acts,  a  Powerful  Fleet 
and  Army  have  been  Sent  into  this  Country,  by 
the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  Exercised 
a  Wanton  &  Cruel  abuse  of  their  Power,  in  De- 
stroying the  Lives  &  Properties  of  the  Colouists, 
in  many  places  with  Fire  and  Sword,  Taking  the 
Ships  &  Lading  from  many  of  the  Honest  and  In- 
dustrious Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  Employ'd  in 
Commerce,  Agreeable  to  the  Laws  &  Customs,  a 
long  time  used  here, 

The  Sudden  &  Abrupt  Departure  of  his  Excel- 
lency John  Wentworth  Esq1"  our  late  Governor, 
and  Several  of  the  Council,  Leaving  us  Destitute 
of  Legislation,  and  no  Executive  Courts  being 
open  to  Punish  Criminal  Offenders,  Whereby  the 
lives  and  Properties  of  the  honest  People  of  this 
Colony,  are  liable  to  the  Machinations  &  Evil  De- 
signs of  wicked  men — 

Therefore  for  the  Preservation  of  peace  and 
Good  order,  and  for  the  Security  of  the  Lives  and 
Properties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  We 
Conceive  ourselves  Reduced  to  the  Necessity  of 
Establishing  A  Form  of  Government,  to  Con- 
tinue During  the  Present  Unhappy  &  unnatural 
Contest  with  Great  Britain ;  Protesting  and  De- 
claring that  we  Never  Sought  to  throw  off  our  De- 
pendence upon  Great  Britain,  but  felt  ourselves 
Happy  under  her  Protection  while  we  Could  En- 
joy our  Constitutional  Rights  and  Priviledges — 
And  that  We  Shall  rejoice  if  Such  aReconsiliation 
between  us  and  our  Parent  State  can  be  Effected, 
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as  Shall  be  Approved  by  the  Continental  Congress 
in  -whose  Prudence  and  Wisdom  we  Confide. 

Accordingly,  Pursuant  to  the  Trust  reposed  in 
us,  We  Do  Kesolve  That  This  Congress,  Assume 
the  Name,  Power  and  Authority  of  a  House  of 
representatives  or  Assembly  for  the  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  Said  House  then  Pro- 
ceed to  Choose  Twelve  Persons  being  Reputable 
Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  within  this  Colony, 
in  the  following  manner  Viz*— Five  in  the  County 
of  Rockingham,  Two  in  the  County  of  Straf- 
ford, Two  ib  the  County  of  Hillsborough,  Two 
in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  and  One  in  the 
County  of  Grafton,  to  be  a  Distinct  and  Separ- 
ate Branch  of  the  Legislature,  By  the  Name 
of  A  Council  for  this  Colony,  to  Continue  as 
Such  untill  the  Third  Wednesday  in  Decem- 
ber next;  any  Seven  of  whom,  to  be  a  Quorum 
to  do  business. 

That  Sueh  Council  appoint  their  President,  and 
in  his  absence  that  the  Senior  Councillor  Preside. 

That  a  Secretary  be  appointed  by  both  Branches, 
who  may  be  a  Councellor  or  otherwise  as  they 
Shall  Choose. 

That  no  Act  or  Resolve  Shall  be  Valid,  &  put 
into  Execution,  unless  agreed  to  and  Passed  by 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature 

That  all  Public  officers  for  the  Said  Colony,  and 
Each  County,  for  the  Current  Year,  be  appointed 
by  the  Councill  &  Assembly,  Except  the  Several 
Clerks  of  the  Executive  Courts,  who  shall  be  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Justices  of  the  Respective  Courts. 

That  all  bills  Resolves  or  Votes  for  raising, 
Levying  and  Collecting  money  Originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

That  at  any  Session  of  the  Councill  and  Assem- 
bly, Neither  branch  Shall  Adjourn  for  any  longer 
time  than  from  Saturday  till  the  next  Munday, 
without  Consent  of  the  other. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  Present 
unhappy  Dispute  with  Great  Britain,  Should  Con- 
tinue Longer  than  this  Present  Year,  and  the 
Continental  Congress  Give  no  Instructions,  or  Di- 
rections to  the  Contrary,  The  Councill  be  Chosen 
by  the  People  of  Each  respective  County  in  Such 
manner  as  the  Council  &  house  of  Representatives 
Shall  order. 

That  General  &  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia  on 
any  Vacancy  be  Appointed  b}'  the  Two  houses  and 
all  Inferiour  Officers  be  Chosen  by  the  respective 
Companys. 

That  all  Officers  of  the  Army  be  Appointed  by 
the  Two  houses,  Excopt  they  Should  direct  other- 
wise in  Case  of  anv  Emergency. 

That  All  CivirOfficers  for  the  Colony  &  for 
Each  County  be  appointed,  &  the  time  of  their 
Continuance  in  Office  be  Determined  by  the  Two 
houses.  Except  Clerks  of  Courts  and  County 
Treasurers  and  Recorders  of  Deeds. 

That  a  Treasurer,  and  a   recorder  of  Deeds  for 


Each  County  be  annuallv  Chosen  by  the  People 
of  each  County  respectively  ;  the  Votes  for  Such 
Officers  to  be  returned  to  the  respective  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  County,  there 
to  be  Ascertained  as  the  Councill  &  Assembly 
Shall  hereafter  Direct. 

That  Precepts  in  the  Name  of  the  Council  & 
Assembly,  Sign"d  by  the  President  of  the  Council, 
&  Speaker  of  the  house  of  Representatives,  Shall 
Issue  Annually  at  or  before  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, for  the  Choice  of  a  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  to  be  returned  by  the  third  Wed- 
nesday in  December  then  next  Ensuing,  in  Such 
manner  as  the  Council  &  Assembly  Shall  hereafter 
Prescribe. 

Upon  Reading  the  Petition  of  the  Agents  for 
the  Town  of  Newtown  against  Joseph  Bartlett 
Esqr  being  Present  before  the  House  —  Ordered 
that  the  parties  be  heard  thereon  before  this  house 
on  the  18  day  of  Jan'T  Current  if  the  Assembly 
be  then  Sitting,  and  if  not,  then  on  the  Second 
day  of  their  Sitting  after  that  time. 

Voted  That  the  Hon*>ie  Matthew  Thornton 
Esqr  be  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Voted  That  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esqr  be  Clerk 
of  this  House. 

Voted  That  Noah  Emery  Esqr  be  Assistant 
Clerk  of  this  House, 

Adjourn'd  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o 'Clock 
Saturday  January  G'A  1770.     Met  according  to 
Adjournment 

Voted  That  the  Last  book  of  Records  of  the 
Court  of  Probate  be  returned  to  William  Parker 
Esqr  in  order  for  him  to  Compleat  the  Records. 

Voted   That  the   Several  Musterrolls  of  Cap* 
Salter  &  Cap'  Daniel  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  re- 
turn  of    the   Committee   for   Examining   Muster 
rolls,  Stopping  out  Such  Stoppages  as  arc  men- 
tioned in  their  report  thereon. 

Voted  That  the  Matrasses  under  Command  of 
Capt  Salter  and  Cap  Daniel  be  paid  off  monthly 
for  the  Future. 

Voted  That  the  Account  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Northampton  Amounting  to  Seventeen  pounds 
nineteen  Shillings  (for  blanketts)  be  allow'd  & 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Voted  That  the  Treasurer  &  Deacon  Samuel 
Brooks  be  a  Committee  to  receive  it  pay  off,  for,  all 
the  Blanketts  that  may  be  Collected  in  this  Colo- 
ny for  the  Continental  Army  and  make  report 
thereof  to  this  House. 

Then  the  House  Proceeded  to  Choose  Twelve 
Councellors  for  this  Colony — and 

Voted  That  the  Honb'e  Mesheck  Wcare  Esq* 
be  first  Councellor  for  this  Colony — and  Matthew 
Thornton  Esq'  (Second),  William  Whipple  E?qr 
(Third),  Josiah  Bartlett  Esqr  (fourth)  and  Na- 
thaniel Folsom  Esq'  (fifth)  Councellors  for  Rock- 
ingham County  —  Thomas  Westbrook  Waldron 
Esq»-  (Sixth)  &  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq'-  (Seventh) 
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for  the  County  of  Stratford,  Wyseman  Clagett 
Esq1"  (Eighth)  and  Jonathan  Blanchard  EsqrJ 
(ninth)  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough — Samuel 
Ashley  Esq1-  (Tenth)  and  Benjamin  Giles  Esqr 
(Eleventh)  for  the  County  of  Cheshire,  and  John 
Hard  Esqr  (Twelfth)  for  the  County  of  Grafton, 
for  the  Current  Year. 

Voted  That  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq1"  be  Secre- 
tary for  this  Colony  for  the  Current  Year. 

Then  the  Honkie  the  Council  &  Secretary  left 
the  House 


Whereupon  the  House  Voted  that  Clement 
March  Esqr  be  Chairman  of  this  House  P.  T. 

Voted  That  Samuel  Cutts  Esqr  have  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  three  hundred  pounds  to  be- 
by  him  Accounted  for. 

Adjourn'd  till  Munday  nest  3  o'Clock  after- 
noon.* 


*Tnus  abruptly  ends  this  Journal.  The  Congress  resolved  it- 
self, on  the  fifth  of  January,  1776,  into  a  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Journal  of  which  may  be  found  in  Force's  Archives, 
Volume  fifth,  Fourth  Series.  W.  F.  G- 


[In  the  J  ournal  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  into  which 
the  Convention  thus  resolved  itself,  we  find  the  following  two 
Protests  against  its  action,  under  date  of  January  twelfth,  1776. 
— W.  F.  G.\ 

Cap1  Long  &  M1  Sherburne  brot  ia  the  Following  Dissent  & 
Protest  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows,  Viz'  .  We  the  Subscri- 
bers chosen  by  the  People  of  Several  Towns  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire  to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of  Said  Colony 
Held  at  Exeter  on  the  213tday  of  December  1775,  Beg  Leave  to 
Enter  our  Dessent  to  and  Protest  against  the  Present  Plan  of 
Taking  up  Government,  For  the  following  Reasons — First  That 
the  Vote  of  the  Continental  Congress  Countenancing  the  Same 
was  obtained  by  the  Unwearied  Importunity  (both  within  Door 
if  IVithout).of  our  Delegates  there,  as  appears  by  their  Letter. 
Second,  That  the  Said  Vote  does  not  appear  to  have  been  Unani- 
mous, but  we  have  reason  to  think  very  otherwise.  Third,  Be- 
cause the  Colonies  of  New  York  &  Virginia  which  are  in  Similar 
Circumstances  with  us,  are  much  Larger  &  more  Oppulent, 
and  we  presume  rnu'  h  Wiser  (to  whom  we  would  pay  all  Due 
Deference)  have  not  attempted  anything  of  the  Kind,  nor  as  we 
Can  Learn  Ever  Desired  it.  Fourth,  Because  we  have  no  ground 
on  which  to  pretend  to  make  a  Council!,  as  our  Neighbours  of  the 
Massachusetts,  who  Act  by  Charter  Never  Vacated  on  any  Legal 
Trial.  Fifth,  Because  it  appears  assuming  for  So  Small  &  Incon- 
siderable a  Colony  to  take  up  the  Lead  in  a  Matter  of  So  great 
Importance.  Sixth,  Because  our  Constkuants  never  Expected 
us  to  make  a  New  Form  of  Government,  But  only  to  Set  the  Ju- 
dicial &  Executive  Wheels  in  Motion.  Seventh,  Because  the 
Congress,  as  Such,  Could  have  done  what  was  Necessary,  and 
their  Power  Could  not  be  Enlarged  by  any  Act  of  their  own. 
Eighth,  Because  the  Expence  of  the  Colony  is  greatly  Augment- 
ed thereby.  Ninth,  Because  it  appears  to  us  too  much  like  Set- 
ting up  an  Independency  on  the  Mother  Country. 

Jan.!  10th  1776.  (signed)  North  Hill,  Levi  Dearborn,  Newing- 
ton  Richard  Downing,  Portsmouth  Sam1  Sherburne,  Dover  Stephen 
Evans,  Portsm0  Peirce  Long — Rye  Nathan  Goss.  Dover,  Otis 
Baker,  Kensington  Ezekiel  Worthen,  Stratham  Benjamin  Barker, 
Rochester  James  Kuowles,  Sandwich  k  Moultonborough — Daniel 
Beede,  Lee  Hercules  Mooney.  Entered  according  to  the  Original 
on  file. 

Attest  Noah  Emery  Clerk  D  Repr  . 

The  Memorial  &  Remonstrance  of  the  Freeholders  &  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  being  bro't  into  the  house  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows.  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  Portsmouth 
J  any  10th.  1776.  To  the  HonWe  Congress  now  Sitting  at  Exeter 
in  and  for  Said  Colony.  The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the 
Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth  in 
Legal  Town  meeting  Convened — Humbly  Shews — That  Youi 
Memorialists  are  Greatly  alarmed  by  the  Informal!  >n  of  their 
Delegates.    That  they  together  with  the  other  Delegates  of  the 


Several  Towns  in  Said  Colony  were  about  to  Dissolve  their  exisi>- 
ence  as  a  Congress  k  Assume  that  of  a  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  proceed  to  an  Election  of  Twelve  Councellors,  who  are  to- 
act  as  Another  Branch  of  Legislation  for  the  future  Government 
of  this  Colony,  Which  Measure  your  Memorialists  with  all  De- 
cency Tenderness  &  respect  beg  Leave  to  Remonstrate  against 
for  the  Following  Weighty  reasons.  First  as  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  do  not  generally  approve  o£ 
this  Measure,  We  would  therefore  have  wished  to  have  had  the 
minds  of  the  People  fully  Taken  on  Such  a  Momentous  Concern  • 
ment,  and  to  have  known  the  Plan,  before  it  was  adopted  & 
Carried  into  Execution  which  is  Their  Inherent  right.  Secondly 
we  humbly  Conceive  tliat  Such  a  measure  is  an  open  Declaration 
of  Independancy,  which  we  Can  by  no  means  Countenance  untilV 
we  Shall  know  the  Sentiments  of  the  British  Nation  in  General. 
We  have  hitherto  Viewed  the  Controversy  as  with  the  Ministry  & 
Parliament  only,  and  our  Enemies  are  Stiled  the  Ministerial 
Army  k  Navy,  and  we  have  Considered  them  as  Acting  Contrary 
to  the  Voice  of  the  Nation.  We  have  Just  received  Certain  ad- 
vices That  our  Friends  in  Great  Britain  are  at  this  very  Time  Ex- 
erting themselves  &  Uniting  in  their  Petitions  for  a  redress  of 
our  Grievances,  and  in  all  Probability  will  make  a  Powerful  Di- 
version in  our  Favour,  and  will  Finally  Prevail  if  it  is  once  fully 
ceive  we  are  Setting  up  New  Forms  of  Government,  they  will  be 
believed  that  we  are  not  Aiming  at  Indepency, but  when  they  Per- 
Exasperated  against  us  and  loosing  Sight  of  their  former  Friend- 
ship &  affection  will  be  filled  with  resentment  k  Charge  us  with 
Duplicity.  Thirdly,  We  have  the  Highest  Opinion  of  the  upright 
Disposition  of  the  Congress,  and  that  what  they  have  done  is 
Intended  for  the  General  Good,  but  at  the  Same  time  we  must  beg 
leave  to  Suggest  our  apprehensions  that  this  Measure  will  have  a 
Tendency  to  Disunite  us,  which  is  a  most  alarming  Consideratiou 
as  being  a  Circumstance  which  we  are  wrell  Informed  our  Ene- 
mies Greatly  Expect  k  would  be  rejoiced  to  hear  of  We  would  be 
Cautious  of  Prolixity  in  addressing  your  Honours,  but  must  begg 
leave  to  repeat  that  the  Ministry  Among  other  Deceptions  have 
asserted  that  the  Rebellious  War  (as  tliey  Term  it)  "  now  Levied 
is  become  more  General  and  is  manifestly  Carried  on  for  the 
Purpose  of  Establishing  an  Independency" 

This  our  friends  in  Great  Britain  Utterly  Deny.  While  we  are 
Governed  by  a  Congress  they  have  a  right  So  to  do,  because  Ne- 
cessity Compells  us  to  the  measure,  but  they  will  Certainly  make 
a  very  wide  Distinction  betweenNecessity  and  what  will  be  Called 
Usurpation  The  Consequences  of  which  Deserve  Due  Weight. 
We  therefore  Humbly  pray  that  the  Assumption  of  Government 
may  at  Least  be  Suspended  for  the  Present  &  that  Some  regula 
tion  may  be  adopted  for  the  Preservation  of  Property  Under 
Such  Restrictions  as  the  Congress  in  their  wisdom  Shall  ever 
Pray.    Portsmouth  Jam  10th.  1776. 

A  True  Copy        Attest        John  Penhallow  Town  Clerk, 

Entered  according  to  the  original  Presented  to  the  House. 

Attest  N.  Emery  CI1  D  Rep«^ 
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A  Roll  *  of  the  Members  Returned  to  Seti  in  Provincial  Congress  Begun  and  Held  at  Exeter  in   and 
for  the  Colony  oj  New  Hampshire   on  the  Twenty-first  day  of  December  Anno  Domini  1775. 


TOWNS  *  PLACES  BEKMNO  MEMBERB. 


NAMES   OF  MEN  RETURNED  TO    SERVE. 


si 


Portsmouth  3  .. 


Hampton  1 

North  Hampton  1 . 

Exeter,  2 


Londonderry,  2 

New  Castle,  1 

Rye,  i 

|t  Kingston  and  East  Kingston  1 

Sandown  and  Hawke  1 

Greenland,  1 

Newington,  1 

Stratham,  1 

Newmarket,  1 

%  Southampton  and  Newton  1. .. 

Kensington  1 

X  Plasto w  and  Atkinson  1 

Hamstead  1 

Salem,  1 

Pelham,  1 

Chester,  2 


Candia,  1 

X  Raymond  and  Poplin,  1 

Brintwood   1 

X  Hampton  Falls  and  Seabrook,  1. 

Nottingham  1 

X  Deerfield  and  Northwood,  1..., 

X  Canterbury  and  Loudon,  1 

Chichester,  X  Epsom  and  Aliens- 
town,  1 

Pembroke,  1 

Wyndham,  1 

Bow  and  X  Dunbarton  1 

Concord,  1 

Epping,  1 

Dover  2 


Madbury,  1 

Durham  1 

Lee,  1 

Summersworth  1 

Barrington  1 

X  Gilmanton  and  Barnstead  1 
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*This  Roll  precedes  the  Journal  in  the  original  copy  — [w.  F.  G. 

t  This  mark  (J)  denotes  that  the  T.iwn  opposite  which   it  stands,  was   to  notify  the  other  towns  classed  with  it,  to  assist  in. 
choosing  a  delegate  to  represent  them  in  the  Congress. — [w.  r.  a. 
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Cap*  Joseph  Wait 

JBenja  Giles,  Esqr- 
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II.— ADDRESS    READ    BEFORE    THE   NEW 
HAMPSHIRE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  JUNE 


13,  1849. 

By  the  Hon.  Samuel  D. 
Now  First  Printed. 


Bell. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  : 

A  topic  of  history,  and  of  the  history  of  our 
own  State,  seems  the  appropriate  subject  for  an 
address  on  this  occasion.  New  Hampshire  has  a 
limited  territory ;  her  population  has  been  and 
is  inconsiderable ;  her  wealMi  and  consequence 
among  the  least  of  the  States.  A  mere  speck  on 
the  map  of  our  great  country,  the  events  of  her 
history  are  hardly  of  sufficient  importance  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  writer  or  the  reader  of 
general  history.  To  us,  who  occupy  the  same 
seats,  and  who,  in  recalling  the  events  of  the  past, 
are  reviving  the  recollections  of  our  predecessoi-s, 
and  perhaps  of  our  ancestors,  the  history  even  of 
this  little  State  is  not  without  its  interest.  We  all 
know  that  it  is  opportunity  which  makes  men 
great.  They,  whose  good  or  evil  fortune  has 
made  them  actors  on  the  great  stage,  are  those 
alone  who  have  the  opportunity  to  gain  a  nation- 
al reputation ;  yet  observation  proves  that  the 
talents,  which  make  men  eminent,  and  the  virtues 
and  the  vices,  which  render  them  popular  or  odious, 
may  be  as  distinctly  displayed,  though  not  as  con- 
spicuously, within  the  narrower  circle.  The  pri- 
vate soldier  may  display  all  the  bravery  which 
gives  high  character  to  the  officer.  The  subaltern 
may  exhibit  in  his  sphere  the  resolution  and  good 
conduct  which  make  the  hero.  The  village  pat- 
riot of  our  revolution  may  have  evinced,  equally 
with  those  who  filled  the  highest  stations,  ardent 
love  of  country,  unyielding  determination  to  main- 
tain its  rights,  and  wisdom  and  talent  to  devise 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  public  security. 

To  preserve  the  memory  of  those  distinguished 
citizens,  who  have  made  themselves  conspicuous 
on  the  narrow  field  of  our  State  History,  and  who 
have  manifested  here  the  talents  and  the  virtues 
which  would  have  made  them,  had  they  been  ac- 
tors on  a  different  stage,  eminent  among  the  great 
and  the  good  of  a  great  nation,  should  be  one  of 
the  cherished  objects  of  our  society. 

We  boast  for  the  early  history  of  our  State,  a 
writer  of  such  general  accuracy,  good  judgment 
and  good  taste,  that  the  history  of  our  New  Hamp- 
shire is  almost  a  classic.  For  the  early  periods  of 
the  Province,  little  is  left  to  be  desired.  Until 
the  events  related  become  of  recent  occurrence  and 
were  the  familiar  news  of  yesterday  to  his  cotem- 


*We  are  exceedingly  pleased  to  have  the  liberty  and  the 
privilege  of  presenting  to  the  readers  of  the  Historical  Maga- 
zine, these  two  exceedingly  valuable  Addresses,  the  one  by  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Bell,  the  other  by  the  late  Hon.  William 
l'lumer,  which  have  been  drifting  about  for  years  uncared  for. 

W.  F.  Q. 


poraries,  Belknap  is  perhaps  as  full  and  minute 
in  his  details,  as  the  mass  of  readers  would  gener- 
ally desire.  But  when  we  come  down  to  the  events 
which  preceded  and  constituted  the  Revolution,  we 
find  his  history  more  brief  and  general,  rather  the 
history  of  the  nation  than  the  history  of  New 
Hampshire. 

We  find  there  the  events  which  were  of  na- 
tional importance,  and  the  names  which  national 
history  is  bound  to  preserve  ;  but  we  look  in  vaiu 
for  the  series  of  minor  events,  by  which  the  move- 
ments of  the  Revolution  were  here  sustained  ;  for 
any  account  of  the  sacrifices,  the  hardships  and 
sufferings,  by  which  her  poor  and  scanty  popula- 
tion were  enabled  to  sustain  their  proportion  of 
the  burdens  to  be  borne  in  the  common  cause ;  or 
for  the  names,  or  the  history  of  the  men,  by  whoso 
talents  and  ability,  by  whose  steady  patriotism, 
and  firm  determination,  the  cause  here  was  car- 
ried through.  This  blank  should  be  supplied.  A 
remnant  of  the  materials  which  once  existed  re 
mains,  but  time  is  rapidly  drawing  the  dark  veil 
of  forgetfulness  over  the  men  of  that  day,  and  the 
scenes  in  which  they  acted. 

Even  at  this  late  hour,  1  cannot  doubt  there  may 
be  recovered  a  thousand  incidents  in  the  history  of 
the  active  men  of  that  great  event  in  this  State, 
which  would  long  continue  to  bo  read  with  inter- 
est and  pleasure.  To  their  efforts,  we  are  chiefly 
indebted,  under  Providence,  for  the  wise  laws  and 
free  institutions  under  which  it  is  our  good  fortune 
to  live. 

I  propose  to  occupy  the  hour  allotted  to  me  at 
this  time,  by  recalling  to  your  recollections  the 
events  of  the  Revolution  in  New  Hampshire,  a 
change  comprised  in  a  period  of  little  more  than  a 
year.  To  discuss  the  causes  of  the  Revolution  is 
not  allowed  me.  To  allude  even  briefly  to  the 
causes  which  made  the  people  of  the  Colonies  re- 
publicans in  principle,  while  all  regarded  their 
connection  with  the  mother  country  as  their  pride 
and  security  ;  to  the  changes  of  public  opinion  in 
the  Colonies  and  in  England,  produced  by  the 
great  struggle,  between  that  nation  and  her  grasp- 
ing neighbor,  for  the  ascendency  on  this  continent ; 
and  from  the  union  of  the  raw  levies  of  the  Prov- 
inces, and  the  trained  veterans  of  the  old  country, 
and  from  the  false  and  unsound  opinions  carried 
back  by  her  military  men  to  England,  in  relation 
to  the  character,  opinious  and  resources  of  the 
colonists,  might  fill  a  volume. 

The  details  of  the  measures,  adopted  by  the 
ministries  of  the  English  King,  to  fix  upon  this 
continent  a  system  of  taxation  by  which  they 
should  be  compelled  to  contribute  a  proportion  of 
the  burdens  incurred  for  the  common  benefit  of 
the  whole  empire ;  the  arguments  and  views,  by 
which  their  claim  of  right  was  resisted,  and  the 
movements  by  which  each  step  of  the  home  gov- 
ernment was  resisted  and  defeated  ,  and  the  forgi- 
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ble  means,  ultimately  resorted  to,  to  enforce  sub- 
mission here,  and  the  effects  produced  throughout 
the  continent,  can  be  merely  referred  to. 

They  were  measures  which  had  little  practical 
relation  to  New  Hampshire,  and  with  few  excep- 
tions, they  pi-oduced  little  effect  in  this  Province, 
except  that  they  united  the  people  of  the  ProviDce, 
in  the  common  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
other  Colonies  ;  that  the  claim,  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  of  a  right  to  bind  the  colonists  by 
their  Statutes  in  all  cases  whatever,  and  conse- 
quently to  impose  taxes  upon  them  at  their  plea- 
sure, was  unfounded  in  reason,  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  tho  English  Constitution,  ir- 
reconcilable with  the  rights  and  liberties  which 
they  claimed  as  Englishmen,  and  which,  they 
contended,  they  had  neither  abandoned,  nor  lost 
by  their  removal  to  this  country  ;  and  that  their 
duty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  required 
that  such  a  claim  should  be  resisted  to  the  last,  at 
whatever  hazard. 

How  far  the  common  opinion  of  the  colonists 
elsewhere  had  extended  itself  to  this  Province,  is 
evinced  by  the  measures  adopted  at  Portsmouth, 
to  compel  the  distributor  of  stamps  to  resign  his 
office  in  1765-6,  by  there-shipment  of  the  tea  in 
1774,  by  the  appointment  in  that  year  of  commit- 
tees of  correspondence  ;  first  by  the  towns,  and 
finally  bv  the  Assembly  of  the  Province  ;  by  the 
assembling  of  the  conventions  of  July  21,  1774, 
and  of  January,  1775,  and  the  election  of  dele- 
gates by  those  conventions,  to  attend  the  General 
Congress  of  Deputies  from  all  the  Colonies,  to  be 
holden  in  September,  1774,  and  May,  1775,  and 
the  resolutions  passed  in  the  public  meetings  of 
the  towns,  expressive  of  their  sentiments. 

Though  the  union  of  sentiment  among  tho  colo- 
nists was  not  lost  in  New  Hampshire,  to  use  the 
expression  of  Governor  Wentworth,  yet  there  is 
very  satisfactory  evidence  that,  owing  to  various 
circumstances,  public  feeling  was  much  less  warm- 
ly excited  in  New  Hampshire,  than  in  the  Colonies 
generally  ;  the  influence  of  the  Governor,  a  man 
of  popular  and  agreeable  manners,  and  who  had 
carefully  avoided  all  measures  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  render  him  personally  odious,  and  of  the 
Council,  and  most  of"  the  public  officers,  who  de- 
rived their  appointments  from  the  crown,  was 
relatively  much  greater  than  in  the  other  Colonies. 
The  population,  except  towards  the  sea,  was  very 
scanty  and  much  scattered,  the  roads  bad,  and  the 
means  of  communication  slow  and  imperfect,  and 
the  measures  of  the  ministry  bore,  but  very  re- 
motely and  incidentally,  upon  them. 

In  Massachusetts,  measures  had  been  early  taken, 
in  anticipation  of  the  last  resort,  to  provide  addi- 
tional supplies  of  arms  and  military  stores,  and 
their  activity  in  this  respect,  in  the  season  of  1774, 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  ministry,  and  in  Octo- 
ber an  Order  ia  Council  prohibited  the  exportation 


of  military  stores  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Colo- 
nies. In  December,  1774,  Paul  Revere,  ar  ex- 
press from  the  committee  of  correspondence  at 
Boston,  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  and  delivered  his 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cutts,  a  merchant  and 
member  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  for 
that  town.  The  letter  he  brought  contained,  as  is 
supposed,  an  account  of  tho  Orders  in  Council,  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  arms,  and  of  the  prompt 
and  resolute  measures,  taken  by  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  a  day  or  two  before,  to  secure  the 
guns  in  the  fort  at  Newport,  and  information  that 
a  ship  and  troops  would  be  sent  at  once  by  Gover- 
nor Gage,  to  take  possession  of  the  fort  at  the 
entrance  of  Piscataqua  Harbor,  and  to  remove 
the  artillery  and  stores. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  convened,  ar- 
rangements instantly  made,  expresses  6ent  to  the 
neighboring  towns,  and  about  noon  of  the  next 
day,  before  any  suspicions  were  entertained  of 
their  intentions  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
the  drum  was  beaten  in  the  streets,  and  about  two 
hundred  volunteers  assembled,  and  proceeded  in 
two  gondolas  to  Newcastle  ;  they  were  there  join- 
ed by  perhaps  an  equal  number  of  the  people  of 
that  town,  and  upon  the  refusal  of  the  captain  of 
the  fort  to  surrender,  at  once  scaled  the  walls, 
took  and  disarmed  the  garrison  of  five  men,  and 
removed  about  one  hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder 
from  the  magazine  to  Exeter. 

On  the  next  day,  the  people  from  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  arrived,  and  after  parading  before  tho 
State  House,  where  the  Governor  and  his  Council 
were  deliberating,  and  demanding  of  the  Governor 
an  answer  whether  ships  or  troops  were  expected, 
or  had  been  sent  for,  and  receiving  from  him  the 
answer  that  he  knew  of  no  forces  coming,  and 
that  none  had  been  6ent  for  ;  they  again  visited 
the  fort,  and  removed  all  the  small  arms  and  light 
cannon,  which  were  sent  to  Durham.  This  party 
was  chiefly  from  Durham  and  the  neighboring 
towns.  On  the  next  day,  a  largo  company  from 
Exeter  and  its  vicinity  arrived  ;  the  work  had  been 
done,  they  passed  resolutions  approving  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  returned. 

These  occurrences  are  memorable  because  they 
are  the  occasions  on  which  alone  actual  force  was 
resorted  to  against  the  royal  authority.  The  names 
of  the  men  who,  at  that  early  day  of  the  contro- 
versy, dared  to  commit  treason  against  a  powerful 
government,  who  dared  to  assail  a  royal  fortress, 
however  feebly  defended,  and  strike  the  standard 
of  royalty,  ought  to  be  known  and  remembered. 
Those  of  Samuel  Cutts,  of  John  Langdon,  of 
Thomas  Pickering  and  Samuel  Drown,  those  of 
George  Erost  and  John  Sullivan  and  John  Adams, 
the  Parson  of  Durham,  of  Folsom  and  Bartlett 
and  Nat.  Peabody,  have  come  down  to  us.  Be- 
yond a  question,  many  others  might  be  collected 
by  a  little  effjrt  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  State, 
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but  a  few  short  years  will  efface  all  the  traces 
which  time  has  yet  spared.  It  is  thought  worthy 
to  be  remembered  of  many,  that  they  were  actors 
in  the  destruction  of  the  tea  at  Boston  ;  is  it  less 
honorable  that  a  man  was  one  of  the  captors  of 
the  royal  fort  at  Newcastle  ? 

This  daring  measure  was  the  result  of  no  delib- 
eration and  careful  preparation  for  a  serious  strug- 
gle, and  affords  little  evidence  that  the  public 
mind  was  prepared  for  open  resistance.  It  was 
the  effect  of  sudden  excitement,  the  effort  of  the 
moment  merely,  and  it  produced  no  effect  beyond 
the  immediate  occasion.  The  resentment  of  the 
Governor  and  his  Council  was  exhausted  by  the 
issuing  of  a  proclamation  and  the  removal  of  the 
most  active  of  the  party  from  their  offices  under 
the  crown. 

When  the  alarm  was  spread  throughout  New 
England  that  the  first  blood  had  been  shed,  and 
the  regular  troops,  sent  to  overawe  the  colonists, 
fled  before  the  excited  people,  and  were  hemmed 
in,  and  blockaded  by  thousands  of  volunteers  from 
Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Rhode  Island,  the  leaders  of  the  popu- 
lar movement  in  Massachusetts  were  not  ill-pre- 
pared for  the  struggle.  They  had  a  convention 
elected  by  the  people,  which  had  assumed,  and 
was  steadily  exercising  the  legislative  power,  in 
many  respects.  A  Committee  of  Safety  supplied 
the  place  of  the  Executive.  Arms,  military  stores 
and  provisions  had  been  collected  in  magazines. 
The  destruction  of  one  of  these  at  Concord  was 
the  object  of  the  movement  which  commenced  the 
war.  General  Officers  had  been  appointed,  and 
the  machinery  of  civil  government,  and  of  a  mil- 
itary force,  had  been  organized,  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  whole  government  was,  in  a  few  days,  in 
complete  and  effective  operation. 

In  New  Hampshire,  no  arrangements  had  been 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  struggle.  The  con- 
ventions had  confined  themselves  to  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the 
raising  of  the  funds  necessary  to  defray  their  ex- 
penses, and  the  passing  of  resolutions. 

No  arms  or  munitions  had  been  provided,  except 
those  taken  from  the  fort ;  no  provisions  had  been 
collected.  No  officers  had  been  appointed,  civil  or 
military,  and  not  even  a  show  of  popular  organi- 
zation existed  in  the  Colony,  except  the  town  com- 
mittees of  correspondence,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  convention,  who  were  author 
ized  to  call  a  new  convention.  The  government  of 
the  Province,  of  the  counties  and  of  the  towns, 
was  all  in  its  usual  regular  action,  as  in  a  time  of 
profound  quiet.  The  town  officers  were  every 
where  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 

A  single  step  alone  had  been  taken  towards  a 
measure  of  preparation.  The  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  la6t  convention,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Massachusetts  Convention,  by  whom  the  shadows 


of  the  coming  events  were  now  clearly  seen,  had 
issued  their  notices  to  all  the  towns  in  the  Province, 
in  the  early  part  of  April,  to  elect  delegates  to 
attend  a  convention,  to  be  holden  at  Exeter,  on 
the  17th  of  May,  to  serve  for  six  months. 

When  the  volunteers  started,  for  the  relief  of 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  towns  in 
this  Colony,  on  the  alarm  of  the  Lexington  fight, 
they  were  all  upon  a  level  ;  no  man  among  them 
exercised,  or  claimed  to  exercise,  the  least  author- 
ity, civil  or  military.  And  the  first  officers,  ap- 
pointed among  the  people  of  New  Hampshire, 
derived  their  authority  from  the  election  of  their 
neighbors,  on  their  march  towards  Boston. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  news,  ex- 
presses were  dispatched  by  the  committee  of  the 
last  convention,  which  consisted  of  John  Went' 
worth,  Nathaniel  Eolsom,  Mesheck  Wears,  Josiah 
Bartlett,  Christopher  Toppan,  Ebenezer  Thompson, 
and  William  Whipple,  to  the  several  towns,  noti- 
fying them  forthwith  to  elect  deputies,  to  attend  a 
convention  to  bo  held  at  Exeter,  on  the  21st.  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  together,  and  adopting 
such  measures  as  the  emergency  required. 

This  convention  met,  and  though  the  call  was 
sudden  and  unexpected,  and  the  notice  very  short, 
yet  no  less  than  sixty-eight  delegates  appeared 
from  thirty-four  towns.  Some  of  these  could  not 
have  been  present  on  the  first  day.  Of  their  names, 
the  record  furnishes  a  complete  list.  Among 
them  are  many  of  those  whose  names  most  fre- 
quently occur,  as  the  active  men  of  the  Revolu 
tionary  time.  Brackett,  Pickering  and  Whipple  of 
Portsmouth,  March  and  Weeks  of  Greenland, 
Boardman  of  Stratham,  Moulton  and  Toppan  of 
Hampton,  Bartlett  of  Kingston,  Weave  of  Hamp- 
ton Falls,  Worthen  of  Kensington,  Folsom,  Oilman, 
Giddings,  and  Poor  of  Exeter,  Butler  and  Cilley 
of  Nottingham,  Thompson  of  Durham,  Evans  and 
Waldron  of  Dover,  Wentwovth  and  Rollings  of 
Somevswovth,  Plummev  and  McDuffie  of  Roches- 
ter, and  on  subsequent  days,  Blood  of  Temple, 
Webster  of  Plymouth,  Thornton  of  Londonderry, 
Dudley  of  Raymond,  Walker  the  elder  of  Con- 
cord, Claggett  of  Litchfield,  Hobart  of  Hollis, 
Kelly  of  Goffstown,  and  many  other  less  fa- 
miliar names  of  men  who  without  doubt  were 
as  earnest,  sincere  and  active  patriots  as  the 
others.  It  is  little  to  the  honor  of  our  country 
and  its  historical  institutions,  that  while  the 
names  of  all  who  were  even  suspected  of  luke- 
warmness,  or  of  loyalty,  have  been  preserved, 
we  know  so  little  of  many  of  the  men  who  must 
have  wielded  no  little  influence  in  their  circles, 
and  without  whose  aid  the  cause  might  have  lan- 
guished in  the  Province. 

John  Wentworth  of  Somerworth,  a  distant  rel- 
ative of  the  governor,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  op  Common  Plea?  for  the  county  of  Straf- 
ford, and  Fjt  several  years  the  Speaker  of  the  As- 
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eemblie?,  who  had  been  the  President  of  the  con- 
ventions for  the  election  of  Delegates  to  the  Gen- 
eral Congress  and  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence,  was  elected  President.  Ebene- 
zer  Thompson  of  Durham  was  the  Secretary. 

The  first  vote  of  the  Convention  indicates  very 
strongly  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  members. 
It  was  a  vote,  that  all  the  transactions  of  the  Con- 
vention be  kept  secret,  and  that  each  member 
pledge  his  honor  and  faith  strictly  to  observe  the 
same,  and  among  the  minutes  is  the  form  of  an 
oath  for  the  same  purpose  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  oath  was  taken. 

A  unanimous  vote  was  passed  that  Col.  Nathan- 
iel Folsom  be  desired  to  take  the  chief  command 
of  the  troops  who  have  gone  or  may  go  from  this 
government  to  assist  our  suffering  brethren  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  are  now  op- 
posing the  hostile  violence  of  the  regular  troops 
there,  and  to  order  for  the  troops  that  may  be 
under  his  command,  from  time  to  time,  all  neces- 
sary supplies,  and  to  transmit  to  us  the  earliest 
accou-nts  thereof,  and  what  may  bethought  further 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  common  cause. 

This  first  step  appears  to  have  been  hasty,  ill- 
considered  and  premature,  and,  we  may  well  sup- 
pose, must  have  been  pressed  with  undue  urgency 
by  the  friends  of  Col.  Folsom,  before  any  plans  of 
action  had  been  adojited  or  matured,  and  when  del- 
egates had  assembled  from  only  about  twenty 
towns.  And  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was 
owing  to  this  hasty  action,  that  Folsom  ultimately 
failed  to  obtain  a  high  position  in  the  Revolution- 
ary Army. 

The  next  measure,  and  one  much  more  timely 
and  suitable,  was  the  appointment  ©f  Josiah 
Bartlett  and  Theophilus  Gilman,  as  a  committee  to 
proceed  to  the  place  of  sitting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Congress,  to  consult  with  them,  what  quota  of 
men  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Province  to  pro- 
vide, and  what  measures  should  be  adopted,  and 
make  a  report  to  the  Convention  as  soon  as  might 
be. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  the  next  Tues- 
day, April  25th. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  an  account  of  the  battle  of 
the  19th,  requesting  that  New  Hampshire  should 
afford  them  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  and 
desiring  that  those  who  should  come  to  their  aid, 
f-hould  be  supplied  with  provisions  and  military 
stores.  On  the  23d,  James  Sullivan  wasdespatched 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  to 
deliver  a  letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  in 
which  they  allude  to  their  Province  being  declared 
in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  the  other  Provinces 
marked  out  for  punishment,  and  briefly  state  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  the  beleagcrment  of 
Boston,  and  the  fears  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the 


British  force,  and  inform  them  that  after  solemn 
deliberation,  they  have  resolved  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  establish  an  army  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  inalienable  rights,  and  the  defence  of  the 
Colonies,  and  that  30,000  men  be  raised  for  this 
purpose  in  the  New  England  Colonies,  of  which 
13  000  shall  be  at  once  raised  by  Massachusetts  ; 
to  assure  them  of  their  confidence  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire,  as  equally  involved  with  them, 
and  request  their  concurrence  and  assistance.  On 
the  same  day,  Andrew  M'<  lary  wrote  to  the  Con- 
vention that  about  2000  volunteers  from  New 
Hampshire  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  without 
field  officers,  or  proper  regulations.  These  letters 
were  probably  written  after  the  arrival  of  the 
committee,  Bartlett  and  Gilman,  and  after  it  was 
known  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Massachu- 
setts that  the  New  Hampshire  Convention  had 
adjourned  to  the  25th.  For  we  find  that  on  the 
24th,  that  committee  again  wrote  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Convention,  that  they  had  given  orders 
for  enlisting  such  troops  as  were  then  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Colony,  as  many  desired  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  hold  them  together  till 
the  resolve  of  the  New  Hampshire  Congress  should 
be  known  ;  when  they  were  ready  and  desirous, 
they  should  be  discharged  from  them,  and  placed 
under  such  command  as  the  ( 'ongress  should  direct. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  the  Convention  again 
met  at  Exeter,  their  numbers  being  now  increased 
to  more  than  a  hundred.  The  President  waa 
absent.  A  letter  from  him  assured  the  Conven- 
tion that  his  health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him 
to  attend,  but  that  he  was  heartily  engaged  in  the 
cause  with  them  ;  and  Mesheck  VVeare  was  chosen 
President  pro  tempore. 

On  the  same  day,  James  Sullivan  wrote  to  Dr. 
Warren  of  the  Massachusetts  Committee,  inform- 
ing him,  that  there  seemed  some  opposition  to  the 
assistance  expected  from  this  quarter.  As  their 
first  business,  the  Convention  took  under  consid- 
eration the  letter  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 
and  after  debating  and  considering  thereon,  voted 
that  the  Convention  think  it  not  expedient,  at  this 
time,  to  take  under  consideration  and  determine 
the  whole  subject  matter,  there  being  not  a  gen- 
eral representation  of  this  Province. 

I  have  endeavored  to  trace  something  of  the 
opposition,  which  Mr.  Sullivan  apprehended  to 
the  measure  of  assistance  to  Massachusetts.  There 
was  no  man  of  influence  in  the  Convention  whose 
previous  history  or  subsequent  conduct  justify  any 
suspicion  of  lukewarmness  or  timidity,  and  the 
inactivity,  discovered  by  their  vote,  is  probably  to 
ba  traced  to  two  causes  ;  the  most  effective  of 
which  was  the  want  of  preparation  of  the  public 
mind  in  the  Colony,  for  the  position  in  which 
they  were  unexpectedly  placed  ;  the  other  was  the 
fact,  that,  while  the  Convention  of  the  17th  May 
was  called  to  act  for  six  months,  and  to  adopt  such. 
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measures  as  should  be  thought  expedient,  the 
present  Convention  was  called  merely  to  consult 
upon  the  emergency. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Wyseman  Claggett, 
John  Pickering,  William  Whipple,  Samuel  JJo- 
bart,  MathevT  Thornton,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Christo- 
pherToppan  ,and  EbenezerThompson  ,was  appointed 
to  draught  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress. 

Messrs  Whipple,  John  Webster  and  Ifobart 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  assist  the  towns  in 
procuring  firearms,  and  it  was  recommended  to 
the  selectmen  of  those  towns  which  are  destitute 
of  sufficient  arms  and  munitions-,  to  raise  money  for 
that  purpose,  to  be  paid  to  their  Treasurer,  John 
Giddings,  to  be  laid  out  by  the  committee. 

On  the  26th,  it  was  resolved  unanimously  that  Col. 
Nathaniel  Folsom  and  Josiah  Bartlett  and  Major 
Samuel  Hobart  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Congress 
of  Massachusetts  to  deliver  them  a  letter,  and 
further  inform  them  of  the  particular  situation  of 
this  Province,  and  report  the  effect  of  their  mission 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  their  letter  the  Convention  allude  to  the  acts 
of  the  troops,  and  the  numbers  who  had   gone  to 
their  assistance,    and  of  others    who    had    been 
stopped    upon    hearing   they    were   not   needed ; 
state  that   immediately  upon   the  alarm,  the  Pro- 
vincial Committee  had  called  a  special  convention 
of  delegates,  from   the  nearest  towns,  to   consult 
with    the  Committee  what   was    then   absolutely 
necessary  to  be  done,  upon  that  pressing  occasion  ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  convention  had  met ; 
and  state,  that  previous  to  this,   the   Provincial 
Committee,  upon  application  of   a  committee  of 
the    [Massachusetts]    Congress,   bad   notified    the 
towns  to  choose  and  impower  delegates  to  meet  at 
Exeter,  on  the    17th   of'  May  next,  to  deliberate 
upon   the    important  subject  proposed   for  their 
consideration   and  concurrence,  and  that,  at   that 
Congress,  those  matters  will   be   considered,  and 
ho  doubt  they  will  readily  concur  and  co-operate 
With  their  brethren  in  New  England,  in  all  such 
measures  as   shall  be  thought  best  for  the  common 
safety  ;  and  declare    that,  though  heartily  willing 
to  contribute  in  every  advisable  method" to   their 
aid,  and  for  the  common  safety,  yet  they  judge  it 
not  expedient  now  to  determine  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  army  of  observation,  as  the  towns 
in  this  government  are  not  generally  represented. 
The  towns  are  recommended  to  supply  their  men 
with  provisions  and  necessaries,  if  their  continu- 
ance is  thought  necessary.     They  conclude,  We 
most  fervently  wish  you  the  blessing  and  direction 
of  Heaven  in    all    your   deliberations,  and    God 
Almighty,  who  protected  our  pious  ancestors  amid 
ten  thousand  dangers,  preserve    New   England, 
from  the  Horror  and  Desolations  of  a  civil  war. 

In    the  afterDOon,    they  recommended   to   the 
towns  to  provide  their  proportion  of  £500  worth 


of  provisions,  to  be  stored  against  emergencies 
to  engage  as  many  men  as  they  think  fit,  to 
be  equipt  and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, and  adjourned  to  the  2d  of  May.  On  that 
day,  the  Convention  met,  and  the  President  being 
absent,  Mathevv  Thornton  was  elected  President 
pro  tempore.  Several  letters  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress  were  read,  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  visit  that  Congress,  reported  the  effect  of 
their  mission,  which  is  not  stated,  and  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Convention  for  their  services.  It 
was  recommended  by  the  Convention,  not  to  dis- 
courage the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  from  en- 
listing in  the  Massachusetts  service  for  the  present 
emergency.  And  Nathaniel  Folsom,  John  Gid- 
diugs  and  Josiah  Bartlett  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  the  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Committee  of  Safety  there,  and  to 
gain  the  earliest  intelligence  relative  to  matters 
that  concern  the  public  safety,  Mid  particularly  of 
the  resolutions  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  Southern  Governments,  relative  to  raising 
forces,  and  they  then  adjourned. 

During  the  previous  winter,  writs  had  been 
issued  for  the  election  of  a  new  Assembly.  Their 
meeting  had  been  prorogued  to  the  4th  of  May, 
and  two  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Con- 
vention at  Eseter,  the  Assembly  met  at  Portsmouth. 
It  is  said  by  Dr.  Belknap  that  Gov.  Wentworth 
had  very  sanguine  hopes  of  the  good  effect  of  Lord 
North's  conciliatory  proposition,  as  it  was  called. 
This  was,  in  substance,  that,  if  the  Colonies  would 
tax  themselves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ministry, 
they  6hould  not  be  taxed  by  Parliament. 

In  his  speech,  the  Governor  entreated  the  As- 
sembly, as  the  only  legal  and  constitutional  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  to  direct  their  counsels  to 
such  measures  as  might  tend  to  secure  their  peace 
and  safety,  and  lead  to  a  restoration  of  the  public 
tranquility,  and  an  affectionate  reconciliation  with 
the  mother  country.  The  usual  formal  business  of 
the  session  was  transacted  in  the  customary  man- 
ner. They  chose  John  Wentworth  speaker.  He 
had  been  the  speaker  of  the  Assembly  since  1771, 
but  who  bad  also  been  the  president  of  the  three 
conventions  of  the  popular  delegates,  two  for  the 
choice  of  delegates  to-  the  General  Congress,  and 
the  other  the  hurried  Convention  of  April  21st, 
which  had  closed  its  session  only  two  days  before. 
This  choice,  unpalatable  as  it  must  have  been,  was 
approved  by  the  Governor.  Weare,  tben  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court,  was  appointed  clerk, 
though  he  had  been  a  member  and  president  pro 
tern,  of  the  last  convention,  and  Thompson,  who 
was  clerk  of  the  last  convention,  was  clerk  pro 
tem^in  Judge  Wearc's  absence.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  answer  the  Governor's  speech,  con- 
sisting of  the  Speaker,  Wentworth,  Dr.  John  Gid- 
dings, who  had  been  the  Treasurer  of  all  the  con- 
ventions, Wysemau  Clagget  of  Litchfield,  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  last  convention,  who  had,  nine  years 
before,  administered  an  oath  to  the  Stamp  Dis- 
tributor not  to  6erve  in  that  office,  John  Lang- 
don,  who  had  been  a  leader  in  the  attack  of  Fort 
William  and  Mary,  and  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Congress,  and  Joeiah  Bartlett,  who  had  just  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 
as  one  of  a  committee  of  the  late  convention.  A 
committee  was  eoon  appointed  to  apply  to  the 
Governor  for  a  short  adjournment.  The  Governor 
advised  their  proceeding.  But  the  House  urged 
that  it  was  necessary  for  their  private  interest,  but 
especially  for  the  interest  of  the  Province,  at  this 
peculiarly  alarming  crisis,  as  they  call  it,  that  the 
House  should  be  adjourned,  in  order  that  they 
might  have,  in  the  mean  time,  an  opportunity  of 
fully  consulting  their  constituents  respecting  the 
weighty  matters  to  be  considered  at  that  session. 
The  Governor  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  Assem- 
bly, and  adjourned  them  to  the  12th  of  June. 

Fifteen  out  of  the  thirty  six  members  of  tills  As- 
sembly, were  members  of  the  convention  to  beheld 
on  the  17th,  eleven  others  are  believed  to  be  de- 
cided whigs,  making  more  than  two  thirds  opposed 
to  the  Royal  Government.  Perhaps  there  were 
others.  During  the  time  which  elapsed  until  the 
meeting  of  the  new  convention  on  the  17th  of 
May,  a  period  of  most  intense  activity  in  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Hampshire  did  nothing.  Her  volun- 
teers were  6till  at  Boston,  but  they  were  indebted 
for  their  organization  and  their  support,  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Massachusetts.  Company 
officers  were  chosen  by  the  members  of  their  com- 
panies, and  that  choice  constituted  their  only  com- 
mission. Under  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Massachusetts,  the  men  were  induced  to 
enlist  under  these  officers,  and  at  meetings  of  the 
officers,  field  and  6taff  officers  were  elected.  How 
these  meetings  were  called  or  managed,  it  is  not 
easy  to  say,  as  we  have  little  left  but  the  results. 
Stark  and  VVyman  and  M'Clary  were  in  command 
of  one  regiment.  Reed,  Gilman  and  Hale  were 
field  officers  of  another.  How  little  influence  from 
abroad  was  exerted  over  these  troops,  either  officers 
or  men,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  while  Stark'? 
regiment  had  fourteen  companies,  Reed's  com- 
prised but  four. 

Of  the  measures  taken  to  unite  public  opinion 
in  New  Hampshire,  of  the  correspondence  which 
we  cannot  but  suppose  to  have  been  constantly 
passing  on  that  subject,  there  is  very  little  to  be 
learned,  and  it  is  very  difficult  even  to  conjecture 
what  was  in  reality  passing.  Nearly  a  month  of 
the  most  anxious  and  exciting  times  which  had 
ever  been  known  to  the  people  of  this  country,  had 
passed  away,  before  the  delegates  of  the  people 
had  assembled  in  the  convention  warned  by  the 
committee  of  the  former  convention.  Many  oc 
those  delegates  had,  without  doubt,  been  elected 
after  the   blow  was  struck  at  Lexington,  and  at  a 


moment  when  any  who  were  disposed  to  antici- 
pate and  shudder  at  consequences,  were  little  in' 
clined  to  press  themselves  into  a  service  full  of 
anxiety  and  responsibility,  and,  in  the  eyes  of 
most  persons,  attended  by  much  danger.  They 
were  putting  life  and  fortune  at  the  hazard,  where 
to  us  who  judge  after  the  event,  and  with  far 
more  light  than  they  could  have  had,  the  chances 
were  greatly  against  them.  What  prospect  of 
success  had  the  poor  and  scanty  population  of  the 
Colonies  against  the  immense  power  and  resources 
of  Britain  ?  It  would  seem  they  must  have  been 
crushed  almost  without  an  effort.  But  there  were 
circumstances  strongly  in  their  favor.  That  they 
were  poor,  while  it  implied  a  want  of  resources  to 
carry  on  active  and  extensive  operations,  was  itself 
a  great  means  of  passive  resistance.  Great  mili- 
tary operations  are  of  course  directed  against  those 
prominent  points  where  wealth  and  means  are 
mobt  concentrated.  A  poor  country,  such  as  ours 
then  was,  presented  few  such  points,  and  those 
relatively  unimportant.  The  love  of  liberty  is  ever 
strongest  among  the  hardy  cultivators  of  the  moun- 
tains, while  in  the  rich  plains,  and  in  great  cities, 
the  love  of  property  becomes  the  governing  motive, 
and  country  and  liberty  have,  in  all  ages  and 
every  where,  been  sacrificed  to  its  preservation. 
Within  our  own  memory,  the  richest  plains  of 
Europe  h  ive  been  swept  over  by  an  enemy  almost 
unopposed,  and  the  greatest  of  her  cities  have  sur- 
rendered one  after  another  to  the  very  shadow  of 
approaching  armies,  long  before  the  sound  of  the 
cannon  could  be  heard. 

The  sparseness  of  the  population  was  a  security. 
The  wide  forests,  interposing  themselves  between 
the  scattered  settlements,  were  barriers  against  the 
progress  of  large  armies.  To  them,  roads  and 
supplies  are  indispensable,  and  though  the  militia 
of  the  country,  moving  without  baggage  or  artil- 
lery, may  traverse  the  forest,  yet  the  movements 
of  armies  are  all  but  impracticable  where  roads 
are  to  be  made  through  the  woods,  before  they 
can  move,  and  almost  every  article  whicn  their 
wants  may  require,  is  to  be  transported  with  them. 

Nor  ought  we  to  forget  the  difference  between 
the  best  of  the  regular  forces  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  the  armed  people  of  the  Colonies,  in  the 
enthusiasm  which  drew  the  last  to  the  defence  of 
their  homes  and  their  families  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  contest,  and  the  determination  with  which 
even  the  private  soldier  was  disposed  to  resist  what 
he  considered  as  oppression  aimed  at  himself  and 
his  friends.  The  conviction  was  forced  upon  every 
one,  that  there  was  no  intermediate  point  between 
absolute  freedom  from  British  taxation,  and  un- 
conditional submission.  Had  the  Government 
across  the  water  pointed  out  to  the  people  here 
any  precise  limits  to  which  their  authority  should 
be  carried  ;  had  they  been  willing  to  acknowledge 
any  principle  which  would  operate  as  a  restriction 
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upon  the  powers  of  Parliament,  and  a  protection 
to  the  people  here,  except  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  Government,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
Revolution  might  never  have  occurred.  It  was 
not  unwillingness  to  contribute  a,  just  share  of  the 
public  burdens,  but  a  determination  not  to  submit 
to  more  than  a  just  share,  which  led  to  resistance. 

The  erroneous  estimate  formed  by  the  people, 
the  Parliament  and  the  army  of  England,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  character,  power  and  resources  of  the 
Colonies,  and  as  to  the  extent  of  the  spirit  of  re- 
sistance, operated  powerfully  in  favor  of  our  an- 
cestors. It  was  the  fashion  to  disparage  the  colo- 
nists, and  the  idle  boast  of  Col.  Grey,  that  with 
one  regiment  of  British  troops  he  would  under- 
take to  march  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  was  probably  expressive  of  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  people  and  of  the  armies  of  Great 
Britain. 

What  might  have  been  the  result,  if  England 
had  brought  all  her  energies  to  bear  at  once  upon 
this  country,  it  is  now  impossible  to  say.  But  we 
can  see  clearly  how  different  might  nave  been  the 
course  of  events,  if  the  contemptuous  feeling,  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  had  not  existed.  Eight 
hundred  men  were  despatched  to  destroy  the  stores 
of  the  colonists  at  Concord,  sent  out  into  the  midst 
of  an  armed  and  excited  people,  twenty  times 
their  numbers.  Had  eight  thousand  been  sent  in- 
stead, how  different  might  have  been  the  effect. 

On  the  17th  of  May  1775,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress met.  Among  its  members  we  find  some  of 
the  most  able  men  of  our  State  :  Josiah  Bartlett, 
William  Whipple  and  Matthew  Thornton,  whose 
names  are  destined  for  immortality  on  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  ;  Samuel  Cutts,  who  had  been 
the  most  active  member  of  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence of  Portsmouth,  and  of  the  Province 
at  that  place  ;  Nathaniel  Eolsom  and  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Enoch  Poor,  Mesheck  Weare,  Paine 
Wingate,  Joseph  Cilley,  Thomas  Bartlett,  John 
McClary,  John  Dudley,  Timothy  Walker,  Jr., 
Abiel  Foster,  Ebenezer  Smith,  George  Frost, 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  John  McDuffie,  Israel  Morey, 
and  John  Wheelock.  These  are  names  familiar  to 
us  all,  and  the  men  were  among  the  most  leading 
and  active  minds  of  that  time.  Others  less  distin- 
guished in  after  life  are  necessarily  less  known  to 
the  community,  but  were  beyond  question  firm 
friends  of  their  country. ,  No  cool  or  lukewarm 
patriot  was  there.  The  men  who,  at  such  a  time, 
stepped  forward  and  exposed  themselves  to  minis- 
terial yengeance  in  the  event  of  a  failure,  were 
not  to  be  doubted. 

Sullivan  and  Langdon  were  attending  the  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia.  Stark  and  others  were 
with  the  army  near  Cambridge.  John  Went- 
worth  and  Woodbury  Langdon  and  Otis  Baker 
and  Wyseman  Claggett,  whose  activity  had  been 
before  conspicuous,  were  absent,  from  what  causes 
Hist.  Mag.      Vol.  IV.  11. 


we  are  not  informed,  though  Clagget  took  his  seat 
in  the  Congress  at  a  subsequent  day,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy. 

Matthew  Thornton  was  elected  President,  and 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  Secretary:  and  in  his  ab- 
sence Samael  Cutts  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  tern. 

If  we  consider  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of 
this  Convention,  and  the  various  duties  which  the 
position  of  the  Colony  threw  upon  them,  we  shall 
be  better  able  to  estimate  the  difficulties  and  em- 
barrassments by  which  they  were  surrounded,  and 
the  labors  and  anxieties  they  must  have  under- 
gone. 

An  army  was  to  be  organized  ;  arms  and  muni- 
tions and  supplies  were  to  be  furnished  ;  an  ad- 
ministrative department  was  to  bo  constructed, 
and  the  indippen«ible  element  of  war,  pecuniary 
resources,  was  to  be  found  or  created,  and  finally  a 
civil  government  was  to  be  devised,  adopted  and 
put  in  operation;  and  all  these  to  be  done  very 
much  at  once,  by  a  body  of  men,  for  the  most 
part,  without  experience  in  public  business,  amidst 
the  alarms  of  unexpected  war,  and  amidbt  the  con- 
tests and  rivalries  of  men,  raised  at  a  single  step 
from  comparative  obscurity  to  unlooked  for  eleva- 
tion, and  against  the  efforts  of  the  men,  not  num- 
erous indeed,  but  of  much  influence  in  their  cir- 
cles, who  felt  themselves  cast  down  and  degraded 
by  the  Revolution,  and  who  were  losing,  by  the 
change,  their  official,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  their 
social  position. 

The  most  urgent  of  the  claims  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Congress,  was  the  raising  and  organiz- 
ing their  quota  of  troops  for  the  army  at  Boston. 
On  the  second  day  of  their  session,  it  was  voted, 
apparently  without  debate  or  discussion,  that  they 
would  raise  men  to  defend  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties ;  and  a  large  committee,  consisting  of  Bartlett, 
Whipple,  Folsom,  Thoi-nton,  Oilman,  Morey, 
M'Gregor,  Page,  Parsons,  and  Wheelock,  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Webster,  Stearns  and  Farrar,  was 
appointed  to  consider  and  prepare  a  plan  of  ways 
and  means  for  furnishing  troops.  Nothing  ap- 
pears from  their  records  to  show  what  was  done 
by  this  committee,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  believe 
that  they  originated  and  directed  most  of  the 
measures  which   were    adopted  on  this   subject. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  resolutions  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifesto  were  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  by  the  late  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  conduct  of  the  Ministers  in  pursuance 
thereof,  it  appears  very  evident  that  a  plan  is  laid, 
and  now  pursuing,  to  subjugate  this  and  the  other 
American  Colonies  to  the  most  abject  slavery,  and 
the  late  hostilities,  committed  by  the  British  troops 
in  our  sister  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
leave  us  no  doubt  in  determining  that  no  way  is 
left  ua  to  preserve  our  most  darling  rights  and 
inestimable  privileges,  but  by  immediately  defend- 
ing them  by  arms.     Reduced  therefore   by  this 
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most  terrible  necessity,  this  Convention,  after  the 
most  solemn  deliberation  thereon,  have 

I.  Resolved,  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  imme- 
diately two  thousand  effective  men  in  this  Province, 
including  officers  and  those  already  in  the  service, 
and  that  the  time  for  their  enlistment  continue  to 
the  last  day  of  December,  unless  the  Committee 
of  Safety  should  judge  it  proper  that  a  part  or  the 
■whole  should  be  disbanded  sooner. 

il.  That  every  member  pledge  his  honor  and 
estate,  in  the  name  of  his  constituents,  to  pay 
their  proportion  of  maintaining  and  paying  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  above  number,  while  in 
their  service. 

III.  That- application  be  made  immediately  to 
the  Continental  Congress  for  their  advice  and  as- 
sistance respecting  means  and  ways  to  put  the 
above  plan  into  execution. 

IV.  That  the  establishment  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers shall  be  the  same  as  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay. 

V.  That  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns 
and  districts  within  this  Colony  be  desired  to  fur- 
nish the  soldiers,  who  shall  enlist  from  their  re- 
spective towns  and  districts,  with  good  and  suf- 
ficient blankets,  and  render  Ttheir  accounts  to  the 
committee  of  supplies. 

VI.  That  if  it  should  rappear  that  the  above 
number  of  men  is  not  our  full  proportion  with  the 
other  governments,  that  this  Convention  will  be 
ready  to  make  a  proper  addition  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  same  day,  a  Committee  of  Safety  was 
elected,  consisting  of  Thornton,  Bartlett,  Whipple, 
Folsom  and  Thompson,  to  whom  were  added,  on 
the  24th  of  May,  Morey  and  Moulton,  and  on  the 
5th  of  July,  Weare. 

This  body  was  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
now  Revolutionary  Government.  It  was  steadily 
kept  up  and  maintained,  during  the  whole  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  It  was  elected  for  no  particu- 
lar time,  and  was  composed  of  no  particular  num- 
ber, and  its  powers  were  very  indefinite  and  uncer- 
tain. Its  constituents  were  changed,  whenever  it 
suited  the  Congress  or  the  Legislature  to  change 
them,  and  it  constituted  a  permanent  committee, 
to  whom  questions  and  cases  and  duties  of  all 
kinds,  civil  and  military,  executive  and  judicial, 
as  well  as  legislative,  were  referred  ;  sometimes 
for  their  opinion  and  report,  but  more  frequently, 
lor  their  action  ;  and  in  the  latter  cases,  the  com- 
mittee made  such  determination  and  disposition 
of  the  matters  referred  to  them,  as  they  judged 
best,  without  further  reference  to  the  Congress, 
and  without  any  report  or  communication  of  their 
doings,  unless  these  were  specially  directed. 

They  continued  in  session  during  the  recess  of 
the  Congress,  and  they  had  instructions  relative  to 
their  duties  during  such  recess,  which  were  of  the 
broadest  character.  They  were  to  take  under  their 
ensid  ration   all  matters    in  whie<\  the  welfare  of 


the  Province,  or  the  security  of  their  rights,  were 
concerned,  and  were  enjoined,  in  the  language 
used  by  the  Roman  Senate  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Dictator,  to  take  the  utmost  care  that 
the  public  receive  no  damage,  (ne  quid  detrimenti 
capiat  respublica.) 

1.  They  were  to  see  to  it  that  whatever  plans 
have  been  determined  on  by  the  Congress  to  be 
immediately  carried  into  execution,  which  have 
not  been  intrusted  to  the  management  of  others, 
should  be  executed,  by  such  persons  and  in  such 
ways  as  the  committee  should  judge  best. 

2.  If  any  exigency  should  arise,  not  provided 
for  by  the  Congress,  and  requiring  immediate  at- 
tention, as  the  marching  of  troops  to  repel  inva- 
sion, or  directing  the  motions  of  the  militia  for  the 
Bame  purpose, — for  securing  military  stores,  or  im- 
portant posts,  or  for  defeating  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  secure  such  advantages,  and  in  other 
cases  of  like  character,  they  were  to  take  imme- 
diately the  most  prudent  and  effectual  methods  to 
accomplish  those  objects. 

■3.  They  were  to  require  the  aid  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies  for  the  necessary  stores,  pro- 
provisions,  &c,  for  their  purposes. 

At  the  samo  time,  a  Committee  of  Supplies  was 
elected,  consisting  of  Col.  N.  Oilman,  Samuel 
Cutts,  Ichabod  Rawlings,  Timothy  Walker,  Jr., 
Dr.  John  Giddings,  Thomas  Sparhawk,  and  Col. 
John  Hale.  The  last  of  these  had  been  despatch- 
ed, on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  to  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  firearms,  an  object 
deemed  then,  and  now  clearly  seen,  to  have  been 
of  the  most  pressing  urgency,  but  in  which  he 
had  no  success. 

This  committee,  like  the  other,  was  a  body  to 
whom  very  various  matters  were  referred  by  the 
Congress,  and  their  general  instructions  were,  to 
furnish  to  the  Commissary  such  military  stores 
and  provisions  as  the  Committee  of -Safety  should 
think  necessary  ;  and  they  and  each  of  them  were 
authorized  to  take  up  such  stores,  on  the  faith  of  the 
Colony,  on  the  best  terms  they  could,  and  of  the 
persons  of  whom  they  could  be  best  procured. 
They  were  authorized  to  borrow  £10,000,  as  they 
find  the  same  to  be  necesary,  to  answer  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Committee  of  Safety.  And  the 
Convention,  for  themselves  and  their  constituents, 
plighted  their  faith,  and  their  estates,  to  the  com- 
mittee, as  their  bondsmen  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, for  the  payment  of  whatever  sum  they 
might  hire  or  borrow  in  consequence  of  this  vote. 
The  powers  of  this  committee  were  originally  de- 
signed to  be  of  very  different  kind  from  those  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety.  Its  members  were  most- 
ly men  of  a  less  leading  character  than  those  of 
the  other  committee,  and  those  of  them  who  seem 
at  this  distance  to  have  had  most  energetic  and 
decided  characters,  were  very  early  diawn  off  to 
other  employment**,  and   the  committee,   useful  as 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


103 


it  might  probably  have  been  at  the  beginning, 
gradually  lost  its  consequence,  as  the  duties  were 
gradually  placed  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  com- 
missariat, and  other  departments  of  a  regularly 
organized  army. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  Col.  Stark  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  New  Hampshire  Congress,  in  which  he 
wrote  to  them,  That  about  the  29th  of  April  pre- 
vious, a  committee,  sent  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  thG  Province  of  New  Hampshire  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  having  dis- 
cretionary instructions  from  said  Congress,  advised 
to  raise  a  regiment  from  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,  as  soon  as  possible,  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  establishment  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
but  to  be  deemed  as  part  of  the  quota  of  men  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that  the 
New  Hampshire  Congress  would  confirm  the  pro- 
ceeding. In  consequence  of  which,  a  number  of 
officers  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  con- 
vened, and  made  choice  of  their  field  officers  for 
eaid  regiment.  That  many  of  the  men  who  ex- 
pected to  be  furnished  with  arms  from  the  Provin- 
cial stacks,  were  destitute  of  them,  and  could  not 
be  furnished  there,  as  none  could  be  procured,  and 
must  be  discharged,  unless  they  were  speedily 
supplied. 

The  Congress  voted  that  the  selectmen  furnish 
ayms  to  persons  enlisted  from  their  .-towns,  and  au- 
thorized Stark  and  his  officers  to  procure  them 
wherever  they  could  be  had,  at  the  Colony's  ex- 
pense. 

On  the  22d,  two  muster  masters,  Major  Samuel 
Hobart  and  Mr.  Enoch  Poor,  were  appointed  and 
ordered  to  repair  to  Cambridge  and  its  neighbor- 
hood and  regularly  muster  all  the  men  enlisted  in 
the  companies  in  the  regiment  commanded  by 
Col.  Stark,  who  were  able-bodied,  effective  men, 
and  to  enquire  if  any  had  been  enlisted  by  others, 
and  to  muster  such  as  were  able  and  effective,  and 
to  give  notice  to  the  officers  by  whom  they  were 
enlisted,  to  repair  to  Exeter  to  represent  the  mat- 
ter and  receive  instructions,  and  to  dismiss  such  as 
were  destitute  of  arms. 

At  the  same  time,  on  the  22d  May,  it  was  de-' 
termined  that  the  two  thousand  men,  whom  it  was 
decided  to  raise,  should  be  divided  into  three  regi-' 
ments. 

Col.  Nathaniel  Folsom  was  appointed  to  take 
the  general  command  of  the  men  raised  and  to  be 
raised  in  this  government,  for  this  season. 

And  on  Wednesday,  May  24th,  Mr.  Enoch 
Poor  was  apppinted  Colonel,  Capt.  John  McDuf 
fie,  Lieut-Col.  and  Capt.  Joseph  Cilley,  Major  ol 
the  second  regiment  to  be  raised.  The  Congress 
•  directed  that  the  same  method  of  enlistments  and 
returns  should  be  adopted  as  were  used  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  on  the  same  day  orders  were  issued 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  Winborn  Adams 
of  Durham,  Winthrop  Rowe  of  Kensington,  Hen- 


ry Elkins  of  Hampton,  Samuel  Oilman  of  New 
Market,  Philip  Tilton  of  Kingston,  Benjamin  Tit- 
comb  of  Dover,  Jonathan  Wentworth  of  Sotners 
worth,  Jeremiah  Clough  of  Canterbury.  Jamo3 
Norris  of  Epping,  Zaccheus  Clough  of  Poplin,  to 
enlist  each  one  company  of  sixty-six  men,  in  this 
regiment.  This  was  the  first  effective  step  to- 
ward the  organization  of  a  military  force  under 
the  authority  of  the  Congress. 

On  the  25th,  Thursday,  Moses  Emerson,  Esq., 
was  elected  Commissary  for  the  army,  and  on  the 
following  day  a  vote  was  passed  to  raise  a  com- 
pany of  sixty  men,  for  the  defence  of  the  north 
western  frontier. 

After  an  adjournment  of  a  few  days,  and  prob- 
ably after  the  return  of  Hobart  and  Poor  from 
Cambridge,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  it  was  voted,  on  the  3lst  of  May,  that 
the  two  thousa-id  men  be  divided  into  three  regi- 
ments, and  each  regiment  into  ten  companies,  as 
nearly  equal  as  could  conveniently  be  done. 

The  motive  of  this  vote  seems  to  have  been  that 
Stark's  military  reputation  had  led  a  considerable 
majority  of  the  New  Hampshire  volunteers  to  pre- 
fer to  join  his  regiment ;  that  in  consequence  he 
had  at  least  four  supernumerary  companies,  and 
the  companies  in  his  regiment  were  better  fitted 
than  those  in  the  regiment  which  had  elected  Col. 
James  Reed  for^its  commander.  Stark,  owning  no 
authority  above  himself,  was  determined  not  to 
suffer  any  of  his  men  to  be  withdrawn  from  his 
command.  This  fact  of  course  became  apparent 
upon  the  mustering  of  the  troops  into  the  service 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Reed,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  Congress,  conveyed  to  him  bv 
Hobart  and  Poor,  repaired  to  Exeter  and  applied 
to  the  Congress  to  remedy  the  difficulty. 

He  was  met  by  a  petition,  signed  bv  twelve  per- 
sous,  alleging  that  he  had  shown  himself  inimical 
to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  and  praying  that  he 
might  net  be  commissioned  in  the  army.     Who 
were  the  parties  to  this  petition  I  have  not  learned, 
but  the  Congress  seem  to  have  regarded  it  as  de- 
serving little   attention  ;  the  record  merely  says, 
that  no  person  appearing  to  support  the  petition  it 
was  dismissed.     And  on   the  first  of  June,    Reed 
was  appointed  Colonel,  Israel  Oilman,  Lieut.  Col- 
onel, and   Nathan   Hale,  Major,   of   a   Regiment, 
and  orders  were  directed   to  be  issued  to  Ten  per- 
sons to  enlist  each  a  company  of  sixly-two  soldiers 
including   non-commissioned"  officers,  to  constitute 
this  regiment,  and  on  the  next  day  he  was  ordered 
by  General  Folsom  to  repair  to  the  western  part  of 
the  Province,  and  to  collect  the  men  he  had  enlist- 
ed as  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  America,   in 
the   service  of  the   Province,  and  to  march  all  of 
them  who  were  effective  and  able-bodied  men,  and 
well  equipped,  to  Cambridge,  and  then  put  himself 
and   them  under  the  command  of  General  Ward 
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till  further  orders.  He  reached  Cambridge  on  the 
12th,  and  found  the  several  companies  of  his  corps 
at  Medford.  The  captains  of  his  regiment  were 
Spaulding,  Walker,  Crosby,  Hinds,  Whitcomb, 
Town,  Hutchins,  Mann,  Morey  and  Thomas. 
Whitcomb  and  Thomas  he  took  from  Stark's  regi- 
ment, for  the  two  companies  that  were  assigned  to 
him,  and  they  were  soon  assigned  to  a  station  on 
Charlestown  Neck. 

On  the  31st  of  May  the  Congress  wrote  to  Col- 
onel Stark,  stating  that  as  some  difficulties  had 
arisen  in  settling  the  regiment  under  his  command, 
they  thought  proper  that  he  should  immediately, 
without  loss  of  time,  repair  to  Exeter  to  receive 
their  orders  and  give  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  state  of  the  troops  under  bis  care,  and  they 
wrote  on  the  same  day  to  General  Ward,  suggest- 
in°-  the  necessity  that  he  should  appear  before 
them,  and  requesting  leave  of  absence  for  him  for 
the  purpose.  It  does  not  appear  from  any  record 
I  have  seen,  whether  Stark  did  or  did  not  attend 
upon  this  summons,  though  it  is  rendered  probable 
that  he  did  from  the  fact  that,  on  the  third  day  of 
June,  it  was  voted  that  Stark  should  be  Colonel, 
Isaac  Wyman, Lieut.  Colonel,  and  Andrew M'Clary, 
Major  of  the  first  regiment,  and  that  ten  companies 
of  sixty-two  men  each,  of  the  regiment  then  at 
Medford,  should  be  the  first  or  oldest  regiment. 
At  a  time  subsequent  to  this,  the  captains  were — 
1.  George  Reed;  2.  Daniel  Moore;  3.  Gordon 
Huchings  ;  4.  Elisha  Woodbury  ;  5.  Thomas  Mc- 
Laughlin ;  6.  John  Hall,  7.  Samuel  Richards  ;  8. 
Aaron  Kinsman  ;  9.  Joshua  Abbot,  and  10.  Henry 
Dearborn. 

On  the  same  day  a  vote  was  passed  relative  to 
the  compensation  of  the  Brigadier  General,  Fol- 
som,  allowing  him  the  same  compensation  as  was 
allowed  to  officers  of  that  grade  in  Massachusetts, 
disconnecting  him  from  any  particular  regiment, 
but  giving  him  equal  authority  of  all  the  New 
Hampshire  troops.  A  few  days  after,  this  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and  his  pay  reduced  to  that  of  a 
Colonel,  with  such  allowances  as  the  Congress 
should  afterwards  make  him. 

These  movements  apparently  had  their  origin 
in  the  feeling  of  rivalry  between  Stark  and  Eolsom, 
both  of  whom  had  been  captains  in  the  French 
war,  and  Stark  resented  the  appointment  of  Folsom 
to  a  command  over  him.  He  felt  it  to  be  unjust 
that  an  officer  who  had  remained  inactive  at  home,, 
should  be  preferred  to  himself,  who  had  volun- 
teered at  the  first  alarm,  and  for'Bome  time  past 
had  exercised  the  principal  command.  Folsom's 
influence  with  the  Congress  was  superior  to  that 
of  Stark,  and  on  the  9th  of  June,  they  voted  that 
his  commission  should  be  that  of  Major  General, 
and  should  be  dated  May  24th. 

An  oath  of  fidelity  was  prescribed  to,  be  taken 
by  officers  and  men,  and  on  the  9th,  the  Congress 
was  adjourned  to  the  27th t  and  on  the  17th  occur 


red  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  one  cannot  but 
observe  the  increasing  boldness  of  the  measures  of 
the  Congress  in  consequence.  The  Royal  author- 
ity, before  but  a  shadow,  now  entirely  ceased. 

When  the  Congress  again  assembled,  two  pay- 
masters were  appointed,  Joseph  Welsh  and  Samuel 
Hobart,  Esq.  who  were  instructed  to  proceed  to  the 
army  and  pay  one  month's  wages  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers ;  to  receive  of  each  captain  a  complete 
muster  roll  of  his  company  under  oath,  and  return 
the  same  to  the  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  ; 
to  take  a  receipt  for  all  the  money  paid  ;  to  pay 
no  officer  or  soldier  who  has  not  taken  the  oaths 
and  been  mustered  as  an  able-bodied,  effective  man ; 
and  that  they  pay  no  more  than  ten  companies  in 
a  regiment,  of  sixty-six  men  in  a  company,  includ- 
ing officers. 

The  last  direction  of  the  Congress  pretty  clearly 
shows  that  some  of  the  officers  had  not  submitted 
to  the  votes  of  the  Congress  in  relation  to  the  or- 
ganization of  their  forces,  nor  lost  the  paltry  am- 
bition of  commanding  a  larger  body  of  men  than 
others  were  permitted  to  retain. 

The  method,  then  adopted  in  the  mustering  and 
payment  of  the  troops,  was  continued  throughout 
the  war,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  a  more  per- 
fect list  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Army  from  this  State,  as  is  said  by  those  who 
should  know,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other 
State.  We  are  justly  proud  of  these  records,  but 
the  blush  of  shame  must  mantle  the  cheek  of  ev- 
ery friend  of  our  State,  when  he  reflects  that  these 
and  all  the  other  invaluable  records  of  the  State- 
are  at  the  hazard  of  accident,  and  that  we  may  be 
doomed  at  any  hour  to  hear  that  a  little  ashes 
alone  are  all  that  is  left  of  them. 

Among  the  measures  which  were  indispensable 
for  the  Government  of  an  Army,  was  a  code  of 
military  law.  The  jealousy  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, which  had  made  the  mutiny  act  annual,  had 
of  course  prevented  the  existence  of  any  common 
law  founded  on  common  consent  and  immemorial 
usage,  and  it  now  became  necessary  to  adopt  a 
code  to  supply  this  want,  and  on  the  29th  of  June 
it  was  voted  that — 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  raised  and  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  for 
the  preservation  and  defence  of  this  and  the  other 
Colonies  in  America,  should  be  fully  acquainted 
with  their  duty,  and  that  the  Articles,  Rules  and 
Regulations  be  made  as  plain  as  possible ;  and 
having  great  confidence  in  the  honor  and  public 
virtue  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  that  thoy 
will  readily  obey  the  officers  chosen  and  appointed 
by  this  Congress,  and  will  cheerfully  do  their  duty, 
when  known,  without  any  such  severe  articles  and 
cruel  punishments,  except  in  capital  cases,  as  are 
usually  practised  in  standing  armies,  and  will  sub- 
mit to  all,  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are  founded 
in  reason,  honor  and  virtue.    It  is,,  therefore. — 
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Resolved,  that  the  following  Rules,  Articles  and 
Regulations  for  our  said  forces  be  and  hereby  are 
earnestly  recommended  to  be  strictly  adhered  to 
by  all  officers  and  soldiers,  and  others  concerned, 
as  they  regard  their  own  honor  and  the  public 
good. 

These  rules  and  regulations  were  the  same  as 
those  adopted  by  Massachusetts. 

This  recommendation,  for  such  it  was  in  form, 
was  in  fact  legislation,  since  these  regulations 
were  to  furnish  the  rules  on  which  the  authority 
of  the  officers,  the  discipline  and  subordination  of 
the  men,  and  the  lives  and  liberties  of  both,  in 
cases  of  trial  by  courts-martial,  were  to  depend; 
but  the  form  illustrates  the  unwillingness  of  the 
Congress,  as  yet,  to  adopt  the  forms  of  legislative 
authority. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  in 
which  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  under  Stark  and 
Reed,  were  actively  engaged,  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Poor  was  hurried  forward,  and  General 
Folsom  went  to  Medford  to  take  the  command  of 
the  N.  H.  troops  ;  and  from  his  letters  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  it  is  very  apparent  that  the  for- 
mer rivalry  between  him  and  Stark  again  appeared. 
Folsom  called  on  Stark  for  a  return  of  his  regiment. 
Stark  repeatedly  and  absolutely  refused  to  obey 
the  order ;  and  Folsom  made  a  representation  of 
his  conduct  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  a 
view  to  his  removal.  Stark  had  threatened  to  tak<? 
his  pack  and  go  home  ;  but  a  few  days  after,  such 
submission  was  made  by  Stark  as  to  induce  Fol- 
som, on  the  25th  of  June,  to  request  that  his  rep- 
resentation might  be  overlooked. 

To  what  agency  this  reconciliation  is  attributable 
I  have  been  unable  to  discover.  The  circumstance 
which  seems  most  likely  to  have  produced  this 
effect,  was  the  appointment  of  Washington,  on 
the  15th,  to  the  chief  command,  and  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
16th,  to  appoint  two  Major  Generals  and  eight 
Brigadier  Generals  for  the  army,  with  a  general 
staff,  who  would  of  course  soon  supercede  those 
deriving  their  authority  from  a  single  Colony. 
On  the  17th  Ward  and  Lee  were  elected  Major 
Generals,  and  Gates  Adjutant  General,  and  on  the 
22d,  eight  Brigadiers  were  chosen,  of  whom  Sulli- 
van was  the  7th. 

Washington  and  Lee  ai-rived  at  Cambridge  on 
the  first  of  July,  and  Folsom  was  then  still  at 
Cambridge.  He  probably  returned  home  on  Sul- 
livan's arrival,  not  long  after. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  it  had  been  voted  that  one 
company  of  rangers  should  be  raised  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Northwestern  Frontier,  and  Colonel 
Moody  Bedel  was  appointed  to  the  command,  with 
the  rank  of  captain  ;  and  on  the  5th  of  July,  it 
was  determined  to  raise  two  additional  companies, 
and  Captain  John  Parker  and  Captain  James  Os- 
good were  placed   in  command  of  them.     Bedel 


commanded  the  whole,  and  his  rank  was  upon  his 
application  raised,  at  a  subsequent  time,  and  Isaac 
Morey  was  appointed  paymaster  of  the  corps. 

"  While  the  Congress  were  making  provision  for 
the  army  near  Boston  and  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  towards  Canada,  they  found  it  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  Portsmouth,  which 
was  supposed  by  the  people  there  to  be  not  only 
exposed,  but  to  be  an  important  object  of  attack. 
On  the  31st  of  May,  a  party  of  volunteers  took 
possession  of  the  battery  on  Jerry's  point,  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  removed  all  the  can- 
non to  the  town  ;  a  service  for  which  they  received 
the  thanks  of  the  Congress.  On  the  next  day, 
measures  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  battery 
for  the  defence  of  Portsmouth,  under  the  direction 
of  the  committee  of  the  town,  and  of  Captain 
Ezekiel  Worthen  of  Kensington,  a  member  of  the 
Congress,  who  was  anpointed  Engineer,  though  1 
cannot  discover  that  he  had  any  qualifications  for 
that  office  except  such  as  belong  to  every  judicious 
man  and  ingenious  mechanic. 

Early  in  June,  a  company  of  Artillery  was  di- 
rected to  be  raised  at  Portsmouth,  and  Captain 
Titus  Salter  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  it. 
It  was  mustered  by  Colonel  Hobart,  early  in  Sep- 
tember, and  Samuel  Cutts  was  appointed  to  pro- 
vide for  them.  In  the  meantime  a  small  detach- 
ment from  Poor's  regiment  was  detained  for  the 
security  of  the  sea-coast  towns.  On  the  18th  of 
October,  an  attack  was  made  upon  Falmouth,  now 
Portland,  by  a  British  fleet,  and  the  town  burned. 
The  commander  at  the  time  announced  that  he  had 
orders  to  burn  all  the  towns  from  Halifax  to  Bos- 
ton. The  people  of  Portsmouth  were  exceedingly 
alarmed,  and  in  a  short  time  no  less  than  28  com- 
panies of  militia  were  collected  there,  and  the 
Congress  at  once  voted  that  all  who  had  marched 
upon  the  occasion,  should  be  paid,  and  applied  to 
General  Washington  to  send  General  Sullivan  to 
their  assistance.  Sullivan  came  at  once,  but  the 
alarm  passed  away,  and  after  a  short  time  he  re- 
turned to  his  command  near  Boston.  The  Con- 
gress passed  a  vote  of  thanks  both  to  Washington 
and  Sullivan  for  the  promptness  with  which  their 
application  had  been  met. 

This  panic  led  to  a  vote  of  the  Congress,  on  the 
2d  of  November,  that  the  Colony  would  maintain 
fortresses  for  the  defence  of  Portsmouth,  and  that 
200  artillery  and  300  infantry  should  be  enlisted 
tor  two  months,  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  Joshua 
Wingate  was  appointed  Colonel,  John  Bumham 
Lieut.  Colonel,  and  James  Hackett,  Major.  Cap- 
tain Pierce  Long,  Barrackmaster,  Major  George 
Gains,  Quartermaster,  Captain  Salter  and  Captain 
Eliphalet  Daniels  to  command  the  artillery  ;  and 
on  the  10th  of  November,  it  was  voted  that  for  the 
defence  and  security  of  Portsmouth,  800  men 
should  be  raised,  to  be  divided  into  8  companies, 
and  to  be  under   the   command  of  the  same  field 
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officers.  Major  Stephen  Clark  of  Epping,  Cap- 
tains Caleb  Hodgdon  of"  Dover,  Joseph  Parsons  of 
Rye,  and  Henry  Elking  of  Hampton,  Major  Peter 
Coffin  of  Exeter,  and  Captains  Jacob  Webster  of 
Kingston,  Moses  Baker  of  Candia,  and  David 
Copp  of  Wakefield,  commanded  the  companies. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  General  Sullivan 
wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  General 
Washington  had  written  to  them  &r  32  companies 
to  defend  the  lines  near  Boston,  in  consequence  of 
the  determination  of  the  Connecticut  troops  to 
return  home,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of 
enlistment  ;  and  on  the  next  day,  he  again  wrote 
a  very  earnest  letter,  urging  the  enlistment  and 
instant  despatch  of  these  companies,  without  field 
officers,  to  serve  till  the  15th  of  January;  and  on 
the  2d  of  December,  the  Committee  issued  orders 
to  Captains  David  Place,  Henry  Elkins,  Daniel 
Runnels,  John  Waldron,  Alpheus  Chesley,  David 
Copp,  Moses  Baker,  Mark  AViggin,  Joseph  Par- 
sons, Moses  Yeaton,  Elijah  Denbo,  Jacob  Webster, 
Nathaniel  Odiorne,  Peter  Coffin,  Stephen  Clark 
and  Greenleaf  Clark,  to  enlist  companies,  and  for- 
warded blank  orders  to  Colonel  Hobart,  Timothy 
Walker  and  others*  under  which  orders  were  is- 
sued. At  the  same  time,  permission  was  given  to 
all  persons  then  in  the  service  ot  the  Colony,  to 
enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  as  the  whole 
of  the  Colonies  were  then  designated.  It  was 
probably  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  recent 
alarm  at  Portsmouth  had  collected  in  arms  a  con- 
siderable body  of  men  who  could  be  induced  to  ex- 
change their  services  from  that  place  to  Cambridge. 

With  the  close  of  the  year,  the  time  of  enlist- 
ment ot  the  volunteers  near  Boston  drew  to  an  end, 
and  the  army  was  then  re-organized  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Continental  Congress. 

At  the  session  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in 
August,  the  subject  of  the  militia  was  taken  up, 
and  officers,  under  the  authority  of  the  Colony, 
were  appointed  to  each  regiment,  and  the  necessa- 
ry measures  adopted  for  completing  the  entire  or- 
ganization, and  for  their  systematic  exercise  and 
improvement.  Folsom  was  appointed  to  the  chief 
command.  Four  regiments  of  Minute-men  were 
constituted,  comprising  about  one  fourth  of  the 
whole  militia,  who  were  required  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, and  who  were  subject  to  a  drill  once  in  each 
fortnight. 

The  measures  to  which  I  have  thus  alluded,  form 
the  prominent  acts  of  this  Revolutionary  Congress 
in  reference  to  Military  affairs. 

After  ths  ( r^anization  of  their  military  force, 
the  most  pressing  call  upon  the  attention  and  care 


*Six  blank  enlisting  orders  were  sent  to  Samuel  Hobart,  Fsq. 
three  to  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  one  to  General  Folsom,  some 
to  Captain  James  Hill  of  Newmarket  and  Major  Thomas  Bartlet 
of  Nottingham,  one  to  Colonel  Evans,  and  three  to  Colonel  Darid 
Gilman,  to  be  given,  to  captains.  W.  F.  Or. 


of  the  Provincial  Congress  (not  secondary  in  im- 
portance and  not  less  urgent  in  time,  because  the 
means  of  maintaining  armies  are  as  indispensable 
as  the  persons  who  constitute  them,)  was  the  pro- 
viding the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  of  every 
kind,  the  clothing  and  shelter,  the  food  and  medi- 
cine required  for  their  troops,  the  organization  of 
a  Department  by  which  these  necessaries  should 
be,  at  all  times,  procured,  seeured  and  preserved 
at  the  points  where  they  are  needed,  and  the  crea- 
tion of  the  pecuniary  means  by  which  alone  ar- 
mies are  rendered  effective,  and  on  which  in  the 
end  their  operations  depend  for  success. 

At  a  very  early  day,  resolutions  were  passed  for 
the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  and  particu- 
larly the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,  an  article  of 
indispensable  necessity,  and  i'or  which  and  for 
gunpowder  the  people  here  were  previously  depen- 
dent upon  the  foreign  market  alone  ;  and  measures 
were  taken  to  put  in  a  serviceable  state  the  guns 
which  had  been  removed  from  the  iort,  and  to 
provide  the  soldiers  with  blankets,  through  the 
agency  of  the  selectmen  ot  the  towns  from  which 
they  enlisted. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  and  the  Committee  of 
Supplies,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  were  re- 
lied upon  as  the  active  agencies  by  which  means 
were  to  be  provided  for  the  military  as  well  as  all 
the  other  movements  of  the  new  government. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  Nicholas  Oilman  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  the 
Colony,  an  office  which  he  continued  to  hold  till 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  which  he  preserved  a 
degree  of  accuracy  and  method  which  entitle  him 
to  a  place  in  our  recollections,  second  only  to  Mor- 
ris, in  this  department. 

On  the  same  day.  a  vote  was  passed  providing 
for  raising  a  tax  of  3000  pounds,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Province  taxes  had  been  usually  raised, 
and  to  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  General  by  the  first 
of  November;  and. on  the  8th  of  June,  the  con- 
stables and  collectors  of  taxes  were  required  by 
vote  to  pay  the  Province  tax,  which  then  remained 
unpaid,  to  Colonel  Oilman,  the  Treasurer  for  the 
Colony,  and  he  was  authorized  to  give  receipts  for 
the  same. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  it  was  determined  to  issue 
a  paper  currency,  founded  on  the  public  faith  of 
the  Colony,  to  the  amount  of  £10,000,  lawful 
money,  and  to  be  paid  with  6  per  cent,  interest,, 
by  a  tax  on  polls  and  estates,  in  the  years  1776-7, 
&c.  It  was  provided  that  the  notes  should  be  struck 
from  copper-plates,  engraved  under  the  direction  of 
Congress,  and  signed  by  the  Receiver  General, 
and  should  be  of  the  denominations  of  40,  20,  and 
6  shillings  and  of  one  shilling,  and  George  Frost 
and  Ebenezer  Thompson  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee to  procure  the  plates,  to  see  the  money 
struck  off  and  signed  and  delivered  to  the  Receiver 
General. 
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On  the  first  of  July,  Samuel  Sherburne,  Pierce 
Long,  Nicholas  Oilman  and  Ebenezer  Thompson 
were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  draft  for  the  further 
omission  of  the  paper  currency,  and  on  the  4th, 
Bartlett,  Hurd  and  Weare  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  on  the  nest  day,  a  further  issue  was 
ordered  of  £10,000  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  in  1776-7 
-8  and  9,  to  be  printed  with  types,  under  the  care 
of  M.  Weare  and  P.  Long,  £8000  to  be  on  interest, 
and  of  denominations  from  5  to  60  shillings,  and 
£2000  to  be  without  interest,  from  Gd  to  3s.  Upon 
redemption,  they  were  directed  to  be  burned. 

It  was  at  this  time  voted  that  any  person  who 
may  be  detected  in  counterfeiting  or  passing  any 
counterfeit  of  the  Treasurer's  notes,  shall,  on  con- 
viction before  this  or  any  convention,  be  deemed 
an  enemy  to  his  country  and  punished  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  such  convention. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  £4000  was  directed  to 
be  raised  by  tax,  instead  of  the  £3000  voted  in 
May,  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  last  pro- 
portion act,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  General 
by  the  first  of  February  next ;  and  the  Treasurer 
was  directed  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the  selectmen 
for  assessing  the  tax,  and,  if  there  were  no  select- 
men in  any  town,  the  towns  were  required  to  re- 
ceive the  warrants,  and  choose  those  officers. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  directed  to  ad- 
vise the  Treasurer  in  framing  warrants  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  taxes. 

An  excise  had  long  been  collected  from  the  tav- 
erners  in  the  Province,  and  they  were  now  recom- 
mended by  the  Convention  to  pay  their  excise,  for 
the  current  year,  to  the  selectmen,  who  were  to 
pay  the-  same  to  the  Receiver  General. 

At  the  adjourned  sesfion,  Oct.  31,  Whipple, 
Walker,  Fletcher,  M'Gregor  and  Dudley  were 
appointed  a  committee  to.  see  what  further  sums 
of  money  should  be  emitted,  and  on  the  next  day, 
on  their  report,  the  Congress  voted  to  issue  the 
sum  of  £20,000,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction 
of  M.  Weare  and  Jogiah  Moulton,  and  to  be  sign- 
ed by  Samuel  Hobart  and  the  Treasurer. 

At  the  close  of  their  session,  the  Congress  ter- 
minated the  financial  operations  of  the  year  by  a 
very  significant  recommendation  to  the  town 
selectmen,  committees,  and  other  officers,  to  pro- 
ceed as  usual  in  regard  to  taxes;  They  trust  the 
good  people  will  cheerfully  pay,  and  if  any,  inim- 
ical to  the  cause  of  the  country,  should  refuse,  we 
trust,  that  all  the  friends  of  their  country  will 
effectually  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  selectmen, 
constables  and  collectors.  There  is  no  appearance 
that,  at  the  time  this  Congress  was  summoned,  the 
idea  of  assuming  civil  government  existed  in  the 
mind  of  any  one  in  New  Hampshire.  In  Massa- 
chusetts, where  the  public  mind  was  much  more 
fully  prepared  for  the  probable  results  of  a  war, 
the  evidence  is  to  my  mind  very  perfect,  that  the 
leading  men,  though   they  thought  the  time  had 


not  arrived  when  independence  was  to  be  openly 
spoken  of,  had  very  clearly  foreseen  and  were  pie- 
pared  for  the  consequences  of  successful  resistance. 

The  New  Hampshire  Provincial  Congress  was 
called  by  a  committee,  appointed  by  a  convention 
— a  public  meeting  voluntarily  assembled — un- 
known to  the  law,  and  having  an  authority  pre- 
cisely equal,  in  a  legal  view,  to  that  of  the  cau- 
cuses of  our  time.  The  objects  in  terms,  for 
which  it. was  called,  1  have  not  found,  but  the 
very  uncertainty  and  indistinctness  of  their  author- 
ity was  their  broadest  commission.  They  were 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  appointed  and 
assembled  to  consult  together  in  relation  to  the 
common  good,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
should  tend  to  the  security  of  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  people. 

During  several  weeks  of  their  session,  the  Con- 
gress adopted  no  action  bearing  upon  matters  of  a 
civil  character,  except  such  as  the  urgency  of  the 
time  forced  upon  them,  in  connexion  with  the 
military  operations,  which  formed  the  principal 
object  of  their  attention. 

They  established  a  post  office  at  Portsmouth,  of 
which  Samuel  Penhallow  was  Postmaster,  and  not 
long  afterward  another  at  Exeter,  of  which  Deacon 
Samuel  Brooks  was  Postmaster. 

On  the  third  day  of  their  session,  upon  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wingate,  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Sherburne,  appointed  on  the  preceding  dav — 

1.  It  was  voted,  unanimously,  that  the  good 
and  whole3ome  laws  of  this  Province  be  faithfully 
supported,  and  that  all  persons  assist  the  Justices 
thereof  in  the  due  execution  of  their  office. 

2.  That  in  these  times  of  general  distress,  it  be 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province 
that  they  encourage  all  religious  worship,  and  that 
they  by  all  means  discountenance  all  manner  of 
vice,  and  especially  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath, 
which  is  and  has  been  a  growing  evil,  and  that  all 
officers  exert  themselves  for  the  above  purpose.  3. 
4,  5  That  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  en- 
couraged. 

6.  That,  whereas  many  persons,  through  inad- 
vertency, wilful  malice,  or  immoderate  heat,  have 
thrown  out  many  approbrious  expressions  respect- 
ing the  several  Congresses,  and  the  methods  of  se- 
curity they  have  thought  proper  to  adopt,  and 
thereby  have  made  themselves  obnoxious  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  committees  of  the  several  towns 
have  a  watchful  eye  over  such  persons  ;  and  they 
shall  be  the  proper  persons  only  to  take  cognizance 
thereof,  and  that  their  result  bo  final,  and  that 
proper  complaint  being  made  to  either  of  the  com  ■ 
mittee,  they  make  the  most  speedy  and  critical  en- 
quiry thereof  in  order  to  prevent  riots  and  mobs, 
and  that  they  discountenance  the  same. 

In  February  preceeding,    Governor    Wentworth 
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had  iesued  his  writs  of  election  for  a  new  Assem- 
bly and  the  members  had  been  chosen,  but  their 
meeting  had  been  def'eired  till  the*  4th  of  Ma}r,  a 
fortnight,  as  it  proved,  after  the  fight  at  Lexington. 
Previous  to  the  election  of  the  members,  there  had 
been  a  discussion  in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette 
in  relation  to  the  representation  of  the  Province, 
and  Governor  Wentworth,  partly  it  would  seem 
with  a  view  to  silence  the  complaint  that  the  coun- 
ty of  Grafton  had  no  representation,  and  partly  to 
strengthen  the  number  of  his  friends  in  the  As- 
sembly, had  issued  his  writs  to  the  towns  of  Orford, 
Plymouth  and  Lyme,  where  he  supposed  the  influ- 
ence of  his  friends  was  likely  to  secure  the  return 
of  persons  of  loyalist  feelings;  and  three  new 
members  took  their  seats  from  those  towns.  From 
Plymouth,  John  Fenton  was  returned,  an  English 
half-pay  officer,  resident  at  Portsmouth,  and  a  fa- 
vorite of  the  Governor,  who  had  appointed  him  a 
Colonel  of  Militia  in  the  regiment  which  included 
Plymouth,  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Quarter  sessions,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Probate  for  the  couuty  of  Grafton,  though  he  still 
resided  and  kept  his  office  at  Portsmouth.  In- 
structions for  hie  conduct,  as  member  ot  the  As- 
sembly, were  voted  by  the  town,  which  were  prob- 
ably drawn  by  himself  or  by  one  of  his  friends  at 
Portsmouth,  which,  though  they  used  the  common 
language  of  the  whigs,  were  so  phrased  as  to  have 
a  strongly  royalist  bearing. 

The  zeal  of  Fenton  outrun  his  discretion.  On 
the  2Cth  of  April,  he  wrote  a  letter,*  addressed  to 
the  people  of  Grafton  county,  in  which  he  called 
upon  tliem  to  attend  to  their  farming,  and  not  to 
think  of  coming  down  country  to  fight,  and  in- 
formed them  that  a  body  of  Indians  was  ready  to 
fall  on  their  families,  if  they  left  their  homes.  The 
circular  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Conven- 


*To  the  people  of  the  county  of  Grafton  from  a  real  friend  who 
sincerely  wishes  their  well-being  r 

For  Gods  sake  pay  the  closest  attention  to  the  sowing  and 
planting  your  lands, — and  do  as  much  of  it  as  possible  not  only 
for  your  own  &  families  Subsistence,  but  to  supply  the  wants  of 
your  fellow  men  down  Country  ;  for  you  may  be  assured  that 
every  kind  of  distress,  in  the  provision  way,  is  comming  upon 
them  ; 

Let  nothing  induce  you  to  quit  your  farming  business — mind 
no  reports — nor  do  not  think  of  Coming  duwu  Country  to  fight — 
there  arc  enough  without  you — therefore  your  dilligence  in  farm- 
ing will  much  more  Serve  your  Country  than  coming  to  assistance 
Much  Depends  on  the  back  settlements  raising  plenty  of  Grain. 

I  am  informed — that  should  the  People  from  the  Back  Settle- 
ments take  up  arms — a  number  of  Indians  &  Canadians  will 
fall  upon  them  ; — but  that  if  they  remain  Quiet — they  will  not. 

This  I  inform  you  off,  from  the  love  I  bare  you  and  give  it  you 
as  a  sincere  friend  should  do. 

John  Fenton. 

Ports0  26th  April  1*75. 

— N.  H.  State  Papers,  Vol.  l.p,  167. 
To  Co'  John  Fenton — 

Sir. 
A  Letter  with  your  signature  directed  to  the  People  of  the 
Ccunty  of  Grafton,  has  been  laid  before  this  Congress  the  Con- 
tents o  f  which  they  Consider  as  of  some  Importance  that  "  a  N° 
of  Indians  and  Canadians  will  fall  upon  them  if  they  should  take 
up  Arms,  but  if  they  remain  quiet,  they  will  not" — we  are  anx- 
ious for  the  Security  of  our  Friends   in  the   Frontier  Settlements 


tion,  who  on  the  22d  of  May  called  upon  Fenton 
to  inform  them  upon  the  subject  of  his  letter.  He 
wrote  to  them,  declaring  that  he  had  no  informa- 
tion to  warrant  his  statements  respecting  the  In- 
dians, and  the  Convention  referred  his  letter  to  the 
committees  of  Portsmouth,  Rye  and  Greenland. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  12th 
of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  their  con- 
stituents, and  on  the  first,  the  Congress  took  up 
the  subject,  and  voted  that,  whereas,  11.  E.  the 
Governor  of  this  Colony,  in  calling  a  General  As- 
sembly to  meet  at  Portsmouth,  in  February  last, 
required  three  new  towns  that  had  never  sent 
members  before,  to  elect  persons  to  represent  them 
in  said  Assembly,  and  as  said  Assembly  are  to  sit 
by  adjournment  on  the  12th  inst.,  this  Congress 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  assuming  the  right 
of  sending  to  such  towns  as  he  thinks  fit,  without 
concurrence  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, is  unconstitutional  and  subversive  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  ; 
and  the  establishing  such  a  precedent  may  leave 
room  for  some  future  Governor  to  occasion  a  very 
partial  representation  of  the  people,  by  sending  to 
6inall  towns  and  omitting  large  ones,  with  many 
other  evils.  Therefore  do  resolve  further,  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  the  persons 
called  and  elected  as  aforesaid,  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
this  Colony. 

On  the  10th,  of  June  the  Congress  adjourned 
over  to  the  27th,  and  on  the  12th,  the  Assembly 
met,  and  voted  that  the  new  members  returned 
from  Plymouth,  Orford  and  Lyme  were  not  entitled 
to  seats  ;  and  the  Governor  after  receiving  a  civil 
answer  to  his  speech,  and  recommending  to  their 
serious  consideration  Ld.  North's  conciliatory 
proposition,  adjourned  the  Assembly  to  July  11th. 


as  well  as  y<=  were — could  we  rely  upon  this  it  would  afford  us  the 
gl  est  ease  and  pleasure — this  Congress,  therefore  expresses  their 
desire  that  you  appear,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  inform  ym  respect- 
ing the  grounds  of  the  aforementioned  intelligence. 

— N.  H.  State  Papers,  Vol.  1,  p.  163. 

To  The  Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter. 
Gentlemen, 
I  this  moment  reca  your  letter  of  23d  instant : — I  do  assure 
you  Gentlemen,  I  mentioned  the  matter  respecting  the  Indians 
Coming  down  on  our  Frontiers,  in  my  letter  to  the  People  of  the 
County  of  Grafton,  as  a  matter  of  opinion  only — nor  have  I  the 
least  Clue,  or  Cir«umstance  to  guide  me  in  that  Sentiment  but  a 
mere  opinion 

I  am  Gentlemen — 

Your  Most  obedient, 
&  Very  h1  Servant — 
John  Fenton. 

Ports  :  23*.  May  1775 
P.  S. 

I  wrote  that  letter  to  the  People   of  the   County  of  Grafton 
out  of  absolute  Friendship  &  Regard  to  the  Country. 

Colonel  Fenton's  Compliments  o  the  President  of  the  Congress, 
requests  to  know,  if  it  will  be  convenient  to  be  Call'd  before  them, 
to  morrow  Morning  ;  if  so,  he  begs  he  may  be  so  informed,  as 
his  Family  are  only  waiting  to  know  what  is  to  become  of  him 
before  they  quit  this  Province.  ■ 
Exeter  27lh  June  1775. 

N.  H.  State  Papers,  Vol.  l.p.  165. 
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The  vote  of  the  Congress,  which  I  have  recited, 
and  the  answer  to  the  Governor's  speech,  to  which 
I  can  only  refer,  afford  much  matter  for  reflection, 
as  indicating  the  state  of  feeling  at  the  moment  as 
to  their  relations  with  England. 

Fenton,  upon  his  expulsion,  expressed  himself 
with  such  freedom  as  to  arouse  the  indignation  of 
the  people.  He  escaped  and  took  shelter  at  the 
Governor's  house.  The  mob  followed  and  demand- 
ed him,  and  brought  a  piece  of  cannon  to  the  door, 
upon  which  the  offender  was  delivered  up,  and 
Bent  to  Exeter.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Congress, 
it  was  voted  that  he  was  not  a  friend  of  his  coun- 
try ;  that  he  should  be  imprisoned,  and  afterward, 
that  he  should  be  sent  under  a  guard  to  Cambridge. 
There  he  was  allowed  to  escape,  and  never  after- 
wards returned. 

The  incident  to  which  1  have  alluded  is  of  no 
intrinsic  importance,  and  the  individual  is  not 
worth  remembering.  The  circumstances  are  re- 
called merely  from  their  effect  on  the  Governor. 
He  resented  as  an  insult  the  attack  upon  his  house, 
and  retired  to  the  fort  at  Newcastle. 

The  Assembly  again  met  in  July,  but  after  ex- 
changing messages  with  the  Governor,  at  the  fort, 
they  were  adjourned  to  the  28th  of  September,  but 
never  met  again.  The  Governor  left  the  Province 
and  sailed  for  Boston,  August  24th,  and  the  last 
act  which  he  attempted  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  was  in  September,  when  he  came  to  the 
Shoals  and  issued  a  proclamation  again  adjourning 
the  Assembly  to  the  next  April. 

The  power  and  influence  of  the  Royal  govern- 
ment entirely  ceased  on  the  13th  of  June,  when 
the  Governor  left  Postsmouth,and  the  reins,  which 
Wentworth  and  his  Council  had  cast  from  then- 
hands,  were  slowly  and  with  great  hesitation  gath- 
ered up  by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  Congress,  measures 
were  immediately  adopted  for  the  removal  of  the 
public  records  from  Portsmouth  to  Exeter,  as  a 
place  of  greater  security.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  remove  them,  and  the  officers  were  in- 
vited to  remove  to  Exeter  and  take  charge  of  them 
there. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  it  was  recommended  to 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Superior  Court, 
and  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  to  adjourn  those 
courts,  by  a  proclamation,  on  the  first  day  of  their 
next  term,  till  the  further  order  of  the  Congress. 
This  may  be  considered  as  the  end,  substantially, 
of  the  courts  under  the  Royal  authority.  The 
recommendation  was  as  imperative  as  a  statute, 
and  any  attempt  to  disregard  it  would  only  have 
subjected  the  Judges  to  personal  indignity  and 
odium.  But  a  majority  of  the  Judges  were  active 
and  leading  Whigs— Weare  aud  Hubbard  in  the 
Superior  Court,  and  in  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  March  and  Tappan,  in  Rockingham,  Went- 
worth, Frost,  Baker  and   Plummer,  in  Strafford, 


Thornton  and  Hobart,  in  Hillsborough,  Ashley 
and  Bellows  in  Cheshire,  Hurd  and  Woodward  in 
Grafton. 

From  this  time  until  the  establishment  of  the 
new  government  in  January  1770,  no  courts  were 
holden,  and  the  laws  were  silent,  excepting  that 
the  Congress  at  all  its  sessions  took  cognizance  of 
offences  of  a  political  or  quasi-political  cast,  either 
directly  or  by  committees,  or  by  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  towns. 

The  Secretary,  Theodore  Atkinson,  who  was  also 
the  Colonial  Chief  Justice,  and  a  man  of  whom, 
I  am  led  to  believe,  it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  he 
was  a  very  respectable  and  excellent  man  and  an 
acurate  and  sound  lawyer,  suffered  the  committee 
of  the  Congress  quietly  to  take  the  records  of  the 
Colony,  making  no  resistance,  but  taking  no  part, 
except  that  of  a  spectator.  And  the  Treasurer, 
George  Jaffrey,  as  quietly  paid  over  the  balance  in 
his  hands  of  the  Colony  funds,  amounting  to  £  1516, 
54,  dS,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  Convention. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Convention  ventured 
on  a  recommendation  looking  more  like  an  act  of 
legislation  in  civil  matters  than  any  they  had  yet 
adopted.  This  was  a  recommendation  to  the  town 
of  Monadnock,  No.  5,  now  Marlborough,  to  choose 
town  officers,  selectmen  constables  &c,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  call  the  hist  meet- 
ing. It  was  on  the  next  day  the  recommendation 
was  passed  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  relat- 
ing to  the  counterfeiting  of  the  new  paper  currency. 

On  the  third  of  November,  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Thornton,  Weare,  Thompson,  Rogers,  Dud- 
ley, Claggett,  and  Giles,  was  appointed  to  drait  a 
petition  to  the  Congress  of  the  Colonies,  praying 
their  direction  relative  to  some  mode  of  civil  gov- 
ernment. 

Instructions  had  been  previously  given  to  the 
delegates  in  Congress  to  press  this  subject  upon 
the  attention  of  that  body,  and  upon  the  same  day 
on  which  the  foregoing  committee  was  appointed, 
that  Congress  passed  a  resolution  upon  the  subject, 
upon  which  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
was  based,  as  follows  : 

In  Congress,  Friday  Nov.  M,  177.">. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  New  Hampshire 
instructions,  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Provincial  Convention  of  New  Hampshire,  to 
call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  Representatives,  if  they  think  it  nec- 
essary, establish  such  a  form  of  government  as  in 
their  judgment  will  best  produce  the  happiness, 
and  most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  Province,  during  the  present  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec'y. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

John  Hancock,  Pres't. 
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While  these  proceedings  at  Philadelphia  were 
Btill  unknown,  the  Convention,  whose  term  of  au- 
thority would  expire  on  the  16th,  proceeded  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  the  new  government.  On 
the  4th,  they  adapted  the  following  votes  : 

That  the  Delegates  or  Representatives  to  be 
chosen  to  represent  this  Colony  in  future,  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  voices  or  votes  of  the  electors,  and 
not  by  the  value  of  their  estate. 

That  every  elector  for  Representatives  in  this 
Colony  be  possessed  of  a  freehold  or  real  estate  of 
the  value  of  twenty  pounds  lawful  money,  in  sucb 
town  or  place  where  the  election  shall  be. 

That  every  person  so  elected  shall  be  worth 
three  hundred  pounds  lawful  money,  in  real  estate 
in  this  Colony,  the  election  to  be  adjudged  of  by 
the  selectmen  and  the  moderator  of  the  meeting, 
saving  an  appeal  to  the  Congress  or  Houee  of  Rep- 
resehtatives. 

That  every  town,  parish  or  precinct  in  thfs  Col- 
ony, containing  one  hundred  freeholders  as  afore- 
said, may  send  one  Delegate  or  Representative  to 
the  Congress  or  General  Assembly,  and  that  every 
such  town  &c,  having  a  greater  number  of  free- 
holders, may  send  a  member  for  every  hundred 
such  freeholders. 

That  precepts  be  sent  to  every  town,  parish  or 
precinct  in  this  Colony,  directing  them  to  elect  a 
member  and  send  to  the  Congress  to  be  holden 
at  Exeter,  if  such  town,  parish  or  precinct  con- 
tain an  hundred  such  freeholders,  and  if  not,  then 
to  couple  with  one  or  more  other  towns  or  parishes, 
until  they  make  up  that  number  of  such  free- 
holders. 

These  votes  do  not  appear  to  have  been  after- 
wards acted  upon,  nor  the  leading  idea  of  them, 
which  was  a  property  qualification  of  the  electors. 
Nothing  appears  to  show  by  whom  the  resolutions 
were  introduced  or  supported,  nor  by  whom  op- 
posed. The  fact  of  their  introduction,  their  adop- 
tion and  subsequent  abandonment,  serves  to  show 
that  the  element  of  that  division  into  parties 
which  has  everywhere  existed  where  the  people 
have  any  weight,  was  beginning  to  discover  itself 
here.  One  party  deeming  the  government  safer 
in  the  hands  of  men  who  have  property  at  stake 
depending  upon  its  due  administration  ;  the  other 
distrusting  the  holders  of  property,  as  a  class,  and 
believing  that  the  body  of  the  people  have  more  to 
fear  from  the  selfishness  and  exclusiveness  of  the 
wealthy  than  the  wealthy  can  ever  have  reason  to 
fear  from  the  people,  though  the  rich  and  the  poor 
have  an  entirely  equal  voice  in  the  government. 

We  may  form  eome  idea  of  the  men  by  whom 
these  different  views  were  entertained,  from  the 
fact  that,  on  the  9th  of  November,  a  large  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  frame  and  bring  in  a  plan  for 
the  future  representation  of  the  Colony.  Before 
they  had  made  any  report — on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber— a  vote  was  passed  entirely  re-organizing  the 


committee,  omitting  several  of  its  members,  and 
substituting  others.  The  committee  at  first  con- 
sisted of  Mesheck  Weare,  Wyseman  Claggett, 
Richard  Downing,  Jonathan  Martin,  John  Dudley, 
Caleb  Page,  Timothy  Walker  Jr.,  Samuel  Ashley, 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  Benjamin  Giles,  Ebenezer 
Smith,  Israel  Morey,  James  Knowles,  Abel  Web- 
ster. 

When  reorganized,  Weare,  Downing,  Claggett, 
Martin,  Page,  Ashley  and  Webster  were  omitted, 
and  Matthew  Thornton,  Samuel  Hobart,  Nicholas 
Folsoin,  Cragin,  Prentice  and  Gilman,  were  sub- 
stituted ;  Thompson,  Whipple,  Giles,  Walker, 
Morey,  Knowles  and  Smith  remaining  as  at  first. 

On  the  14th  the  new  committee  reported  : 

That  every  legal  inhabitant,  paying  taxes,  shall 
be  a  voter. 

That  every  person  elected  shall  have  a  real  es- 
tate in  this  Colony  of  the  value  of  £200,  lawful 
money.. 

That  no  person  be  allowed  a  seat  in  Congress 
who  shall,  by  themselves  or  any  person  at  their 
desire,  treat  with  liquors  &c,  any  electors,  with 
an  apparent  view  of  gaining  their  votes,  or  by 
treating  after  an  election  on  that  account.  And 
they  reported  a  plan  for  the  representation  of  the 
Colony,  allowing  in  the  whole  eighty  nine  repre- 
sentatives, of  which  Rockingham  had  38  ;  Strafford, 
13  ;  Hillsborough,  17  ;  Cheshire,  15  ;  Grafton,  G. 
Among  the  cares  of  the  Convention  had  been  the 
actual  enumeration  of  the  people,  which  had  been 
done  to  a  great  extent,  and  it  may  fairly  be  pre- 
sumed that  in  the  distribution  of  the  representa- 
tives, the  committee  had  acted  equitably,  upon  the 
principle  adopted  by  them.  All  legal  inhabitants 
was  a  description  sufficiently  broad.  It  is  very 
apparent  that,  if  the  property  qualification  had 
been  adopted,  the  preponderance  of  the-  older  and 
more  wealthy  towns  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the 
Province  would  have  been  much  greater. 

Precepts  were  ordered  to  be  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Congress  to  the  towns  which  were  not 
classed,  and  to  a  designated  town  of  each  class,  to 
elect  persons  to  represent  them  in  a  Congress  to 
be  held  Dec.  21.  The  members,  when  met  in 
Congress,  to  sit  as  often  and  as  long  as  they  should 
judge  requisite,  and  to  be  empowered  to  prosecute 
such  measures  as  they  judge  expedient  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  for  one  year  ;  and  in  case  of  a  recom- 
mendation by  the  Continental  Congress  to  assume 
government,  to  resolve  themselves  into  a  House 
of  Representatives  for  one  year. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  resolutions  they  reported  were  passed,  and  on 
the  16th,  the  Congress  adjourned  ;  their  last  act 
being  to  order  the  recording  on  their  minutes  of 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Congress,  in  relation 
to  the  assumption  of  Government. 

Thus  closed  the  labors  of  what  maybe  designat- 
ed as  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Revolution. 
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The  change  of  public  opinion,  commenced  long  be- 
fore, had  become  so  general  that  the  public  mind 
decidedly  favored  an  independent  government,  to 
continue  while  the  contest  should  be  unsettled 
with  the  mother  country.  The  military,  and  step 
by  step  all  the  civil  power  of  the  Colony,  had  fal- 
len into  their  hands,  and  they  had  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  a  civil  government,  to  be  erected  by 
their  successors,  on  the  ruins  of  the  Colonial  ad- 
ministration, which  had  fallen  without  a  struggle 
or  a  blow,  and  many  of  whose  active  members 
were  now  either  actively  engaged,  like  Weare  and 
Thornton,  Frost  and  Wentworth,  as  leaders  of  the 
patriot  cause,  or  they  were  quietly  yeilding,  like 
Atkinson  and  Jaffrey  and  Waldron  and  Peter  Gil- 
man  and  Phillips  and  others,  to  the  force  of  public 
opinion,  which  they  had  in  vain  attempted  to 
guide  or  to  control. 

Looking  over  the  events  of  that  period,  we  are 
struck  with  the  remark,  how  little  of  outrage,  of 
personal  wrong,  of  injustice  and  tyranny.,  is  to  be 
traced,  during  a  period  when  the  passions  of  men 
were  excited,  when  the  laws  had  ceased  to  be  heard, 
and  nothing  but  the  force  of  public  opinion  was 
left  to  restrain  the  commission  of  crimes.  Instan- 
ces of  outrage  may  indeed  be  found  ;  it  would  be 
wonderful  if  it  were  otherwise.  Men  whose  no- 
tions were  imprudently  disclosed,  or  whose  con- 
duct was  unguarded,  were  mobbed  and  ill-treated,  in 
some  few  cases  ;  yet  I  recollect  no  instance  where 
life  was  taken  or  serious  bodily  injury  inflicted, 
and  very  few  where  buildings  or  property  were 
destroyed. 

The  resolutions  of  this  Convention,  which  placed 
all  questions  relating  to  obnoxious  persons  exclu- 
sively under  the  control  of  the  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty of  the  towns,  who  were  generally  among  the 
most  considerate  and  discreet  as  well  as  influential 
persons,  (expressive,  as  it  probably  was,  of  the 
common  feeling  and  sentiment  of  the  community,) 
probably  tended  with  great  force  in  favor  of  the 
security  of  those  who  had  the  misfortune,  from 
difference  of  opinion,  to  be  exposed  to  popular  in- 
dignation. 

On  the  21st,  of  December,  the  second  Provin- 
cial Congress  met.  Their  number  was  much  less 
than  that  of  the  last  Congress  ;  many  towns  which 
had  elected  one  or  more  delegates,  being  by  the 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress  classed  with  other 
towns. 

Of  the  members  of  the  last  Congress  who  were 
actively  engaged,  we  find  Cutts,  Sherburne  and 
Long,  March,  Moulton  and  Weare,  Worthen, 
Bartlett  of   Nottingham  and   Wilson,   Downing, 


Thornton  and  McClary,  Dudley  and  Walker,  D. 
Gilman,  Page,  Thompson,  Rollings,  Knowles, 
Smith  of  Meredith,  Gerrish,  Morey  and  Giles, 
and  Claggett  who  had  been  elected  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy. 

And  of  new  men,  who  had  or  have  since  ren- 
dered themselves  distinguished  in  their  circles, 
were  Giddings  and  Emery  of  Exeter,  Calfe  and 
White,  Baker  and  Evans,  Mooney  and  Badger, 
Nichols  and  Blanchard,  Bellows  and  Emerson,  and 
Hurd. 

But  we  miss  many  names  of  men  who  had  been 
conspicuous  in  the  former  contentions,  Whipple, 
Folsom,  and  Gilman,  the  Treasurer,  and  Poor, 
W7ingate  and  Bartlett  of  Kingston,  Cilley,  Frost 
and  McDuffee,  Farrar,  Wrebster  and  Fletcher, 
Hale  and  Hobart,  and  Sparhawk  of  Walpole,  and 
others. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  Matthew  Thornton, 
Mesheck  VV^eare,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Wyseman 
Claggett  and  Benjamin  Giles  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  a  form  of  Constitutioa,  and  re- 
port as  soon  as  may  be.  If  an  opinion  may  be 
formed  from  the  proceedings  of  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, it  was  a  compromise  committee.  They  made 
a.  report  on  the  5th  of  January,  1776,  which  was 
adopted,  with  some  amendments,  and  established  a 
temporary  form  of  Government,  to  continue  during 
the  controversy  with  the  mother  country,  to  con- 
sist of  a  Council  of  twelve,  five  from  Rockingham, 
two  each  from  Strafford,  Hillsborough  and  Cheshire, 
and  one  from  Grafton,  to  be  elected  by  the  Conven- 
tion in  the  first  instance,  but  afterwards  bv  the 
people  for  one  year  ;  and  an  Assembly.  All  pub- 
lic officers  to  be  appointed,  for  the  current  3*ear, 
by  the  Councif  and  Assembly,  except  the  clerks  of 
the   courts,  and  afterwards  elected  by  the  people. 

The  Council  and  Secretary  were  elected  on  the 
6th*.  Wease  and  Bartlett,  Whipple,  Thornton  and 
Folsom,  Wentworth,  and  Thompson,  Claggett  and 
Blanchard,  Ashley,  Giles,  and  Hurd,  composed 
the  Council,  of  which  WTeare  was  President,  and 
Thompson,  Secretary.  P.  White  was  chosen  Speak- 
er, and  Emery,  Clerk. 

The  two  branches  met  in  convention,  and  ap- 
pointed Judges  and  Sheriffs,  and  all  the  other  civil 
officers  to  which  the  people  had  been  accustomed, 
and  prohibited  the  exercise  of  any  authority,  not 
derived  from  the  Colony.  The  wheels  of  govern- 
ment at  once  began  to  move,  and  from  that  day  we 
may  consider  the  Revolution  as  accomplished  here. 
The  people  became  their  own  rulers,  and  have  en- 
joyed as  stable  and  well  settled  a  government,, 
from  that  day,  aB  England  herself  has. 
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III.— THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  NFW  HAMP- 
SHIRE. A  DISCOURSE  DELIVERED  BE- 
FORE  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY,  JUNE  16,  1853. 

By  Hon.  William  Plcmer. 
Now  First  Printed.* 
Mr,  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Historical  Society: 

The  subject  which  I  have  selected  for  my  dis- 
course, this  evening,  is  the  Constitution  of  New 
Hampshire  ;  not  with  a  view  to  a  legal  discussion 
of  its  provisions,  but  to  the  history  of  its  original 
formation,  and  the  changes  which  it  has  since  un- 
dergone. The  subject  is  one  not  only  of  liberal 
inquiry,  but  of  practical  importance,  as  involving 
the  right  and  justice  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  not,  however,  a  subject  for  popular 
declamation  ;  nor  one  in  which  fancy  or  the  im- 
agination or  the  flights  of  eloquence  can  well  be 
indulged.  If  I  were  possessed  of  those,  1  should 
hardly  hope  to  find  place  for  them  on  a  theme  like 
the  present.  I  take  it  for  granted,  then,  that  you 
come  here,  this  evening,  with  no  expectation  of 
being  amused  with  idle  declamation,  or  light  and 
airy  humors,  so  little  in  accordance  with  the  grave 
objects  of  our  institution  ;  and  that  even  the  la- 
dies, whose  presence  adds  so  much  to  the  interest 
of  our  meeting,  whom  all  young  men  seek  assidu- 
ously to  please,  and  whom  even  some  old  men 
would  not  willingly  offend,  will  listen  with  patience, 
at  least,  if  not  with  pleasure,  to  details  which, 
but  for  their  importance,  might  be  deemed  tedious. 
The  war  of  Independence  threw  upon  the  Fathers 
of  the  Revolution  the  double  task  of  expelling  a 
foreign  foe  from  their  shores,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  of  creating  or  adopting  for  themselves,  at 
home,  forms  of  civil  government.  How  bravely, 
how  perseveringly,  how  gloriously,  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  was  pushed  forward,  through  trials  and 
discouragements,  all  but  insurmountable,  to  its 
desired  termination  of  acknowledged  independence, 
is  known  to  the  wide  world  of  civilized  man.  But 
a  vet  more  glorious,  because  more  rare  and  more 
difficult  task,  was  that  imposed  upon  them  when 
called  upon  to  tear  down  an  old  government  and 
build  up  a  new  one  in  its  place.  Here  was  the 
labor,  this  the  achievment,  the  crowning  glory  of 
the  American 'Revolution,  that  it  established  free- 


*Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Plumer,  which  occurred  Septem- 
ber eighteenth,  1854,  we  procured,  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stearns  of  Epping,  New  Hampshire,  the  original  of  this 
Address,  and  copied  it.  Our  copy  was  in  the  possession  of  Hon. 
George  W.  Nesmith,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  Hampshire,  for  some  considerable  time,  during  which  he 
made  some  notes  and  amendments  which  we  hope  to  publish  in 
some  future  number  of  the  Magazine.  The  production  of  this 
interesting  and  valuable  paper  cannot  fail  to  send  joy  to  the 
heait  of  every  gentleman  of  the  legal  profession,  as  well  as  every 
stu  lent  of  History,  in  New  Hampshire. 

W.  F.  Q. 


dom  on  the  basis  of  constitutional  rights.  Inde- 
pendence, without  free  institutions,  would  have 
been  but  a  doubtful  blessing.  The  Spanish  Amer- 
ican colonies  have,  in  our  day,  thrown  off  the  yoke 
of  the  mother  country,  and  established  their  inde- 
pendence; but  it  is  a  grave  doubt  in  many  reflect- 
ing minds,  whether,  on  the  whole,  they  have  gain- 
ed by  the  change.  They  are  independent ;  but 
they  are  not  free.  Revolution  has  succeeded  to 
revolution,  and  tyrant  to  tyrant,  whilo  the  people 
have  remained  ignorant  and  unhappy,  divided  and 
oppressed  ;  and  all  for  want  of  what  our  fathers 
so  largely  displayed,  the  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment, and  the  steady  exercise  of  that  capacity 
through  the  known  forms  of  an  established  consti- 
tution. In  1848,  constitutions  sprang  up,  all  over 
Europe,  like  mushrooms,  in  a  single  nignt ;  and 
perished  as  soon.  France  has  formed  constitutions 
without  number,  since  ours  was  first  established  ; 
each  pronounced  perfect,  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion, and  each,  in  its  turn,  abrogated  and  annulled, 
swept  out  of  sight,  as  unworthy  of  further  endur- 
ance. 'Not  so  in  this  country.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  established  in  1789,  has  un- 
dergone no  change  whatever,  in  any  of  its  provi- 
sions, for  the  la6t  fifty-nine  years.  Our  State 
constitutions,  untoucned  by  the  rude  hand  of  vio- 
lence, have  been  changed,  when  changed  at  all, 
slowly  and  cautiously,  in  the  spirit  of  conservative 
wisdom,  intent  to  remove  defects  and  supply  defi- 
ciencies, but  jealous  of  innovation,  and  careful  to 
preserve  what  of  good  is  already  possessed  and 
enjoyed. 

The  era  of  the  Revolution  was  also  the  era  of 
written  constitutions.  All  States,  even  the  most 
despotic,  have  their  constitutions ;  but  they  are 
not  sucb  in  our  sense  of  the  word.  The  English 
have  a  constitution  ;  and  for  many  important  pur- 
poses, it  is  not  a  bad  one.  It  consists  of  certain 
acknowledged  principles,  usages  and  institutions, 
long  established  among  them,  but  taking,  in  their 
expression,  for  the  most  part,  no  precise  form  of 
written  words.  An  act  of  Parliament  may  alter, 
abrogate,  or  annul  the  most  sacred  of  these  usages 
or  institutions,  and  is,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
what  it  is  often  called  by  the  lawyers,  omnipotent. 
But  with  us,  there  is  a  law  above  the  law ;  a 
written  rule  of  action,  adopted,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  the  people  themselves,  in  their  primary  assem- 
blies, to  be  afterwards  altered  only  by  their  own 
act,  superior  to  and  binding  on  the  ordinary  legis- 
lative and  judicial  authorities  of  the  State.  This 
is  our  American  idea  of  a  constitution  ;  and  it  is 
among  the  many  good  things  of  which  New  Hamp- 
shire may  be  proud,  that  she  was  the  first  State  in 
the  Union  to  establisha  written  constitution.  This 
honor  has  indeed  been  claimed  for  another  State. 
"  Virginia,"  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  "  was  not  only 
the  first  of  the  States,  but,  I  believe  I  may  say, 
the  first  of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  assem- 
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bled  its  wise  men  peaceably  together,  to  form  a 
fundamental  constitution,  to  commit  it  to  writing, 
and  place  it  among  its  archives,  wbere  every  one 
should  be  free  to  appeal  to  its  text."  A  reference 
to  dates  6hows,  at  once,  the  incorrectness  of  this 
statement.  The  first  Virginia  constitution  bears 
the  date  of  June  twelfth,  1776 ;  that  of  New 
Hampshire  went  into  operation  more  than  five 
months  earlier,  January  fifth,  1776.  The  consti- 
tutions of  the  other  States  were  all  formed  at  a 
later  period,  so  that  New  Hampshire  has  the  merit 
of  having  first  set  the  example  to  the  other  States 
of  a  written  constitution.  The  form  of  this  first 
constitution  is  not  without  interest,  as  exhibiting 
the  rude  outline  of  what  became  afterwards  a 
much  more  perfect  structure. 

The  last  act  of  royal  authority  exercised  in  New 
Hampshire  was  a  Proclamation,  issued  by  Govern- 
or Wentworth,  at  the  Isles   of  Shoals,  in   Septem- 
ber, 1775.     A  Provincial  Congress  had  been   con- 
vened, at  Exeter,   in  May   of  that   year  ;  and   its 
recommendations,   powerless   in  themselves,   were 
regarded  as  law,   by   the   sons  of  liberty  in    New 
Hampshire.     But  though  public  opinion  supplied, 
for  a  time,  the  place  of  regular  government,  it  was 
soon  felt  that   some  universally  acknowledged  au- 
thority, at  all  times  necessary,  was  more  than  ever 
so  in  time  of  war  and  revolution.     The  Convention 
therefore  instructed  its  delegates  in    Congress  •'  to 
obtain  the  advice  and  direction  of  the   Congress, 
with  respect  to  a  method  for  administering  justice 
and  regulating  our  civil  police."     When  this  ap- 
plication  came  before  Congress,  that  body  "'rec- 
ommended to  the  Provincial  Convention   of  New 
Hampshire  to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of 
the  people,  to  establish  such  a  form    of  govern- 
ment as  will  best  support  the    happiness  of  the 
people,  and  most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good 
order  in  the   Province,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies;"  for  this,  you  will  observe,  was  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.     John  Sullivan, 
then  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  this  State,  is  sup- 
posed, by  John  Adams,  the  earliest  and  most  stren- 
uous advocate  of  Independence  in  that   body,   to 
have  first  suggested  to  his  constituents  this  appli- 
cation to   Congress   for  advice.     When,  in  June, 
1775,  Adams  moved,  in  Congress,  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Colonies  to  set  up  governments  of  their 
own,  inedpendent   of  the  royal  authority,   "Mr. 
Sullivan  was,"  he  says,  "  fully  agreed  with  me  in 
the  necessity  of  instituting  governments  ;  and  he 
seconded  me  very    handsomely  in  supporting  the 
argument  in   Congress."      The  application  came 
from  New  Hampshire  in  October  ;  the  advice  was 
given  in  November  ;  and  on   receiving  it  here,  a 
Convention  was  called,  which  met  at  Exeter,  De- 
cember twenty-first,  1775,  and  which  finished  its 
labors  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1776,  by  adopting 
what  we  have  already  said  was  the  first  written 


constitution  in  the  United  States.  In  the  p:ean> 
ble  to  that  instrument,  it  was  declared  that  this 
form  of  government  was  "  to  continue  during  the 
present  unhappy  and  unnatural  contest  with  Great 
Britain  ;  protesting  and  declaring  that  we  never 
sought  to  throw  oft  our  dependence  upon  Great 
Britain,  but  felt  ourselves  happy  under  her  protec- 
tion, while  we  could  enjoy  our  constitutional  rights 
and  privileges  ;  and  that  we  shall  rejoice,  if  such 
a  reconciliation  between  us  and  our  parent  State 
can  be  effected,  as  will  be  approved  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  in  whose  prudence  and  wisdom 
we  confide."  Even  this  profession  of  good  will 
towards  the  parent  country  did  not  satisfy  all  the 
members.  Twelve*  of  the  delegates  entered  their 
protest  against  adopting  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, "  because,"  as  they  say,  "  it  appears  to  us 
too  much  like  setting  up  an  indepeudency  of  the 
mother  country,"  and  "  because  the  Colonies  of 
New  York  and  Virginia,  which  are  much  larger 
and  more  opulent,  and,  we  presume,  much  wiser, 
have  not  attempted  anything  of  this  kind  ;  nor,  as 
wo  can  learn,  ever  desired  it."  It  was  indeed  a 
new  and  decisive  measure,  a  step  in  advance  of  any 
yet  taken,  and  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  no 
other  Colony.  But  the  people  of  New  Hampshire, 
ever  forward  in  the  assertion  of  their  rights,  would 
not  be  deterred  by  the  hesitancy  or  delay  of  others. 
The  men  who  were  the  first  in  America  to  seize  a 
royal  fort  and  carry  ofi'  its  stores,  as  Sullivan, 
Langdon  and  their  associates  had  done,  a  year  be- 
fore this,  at  Portsmouth,  were  not  likely  to  shrink 
from  any  duty,  however  hazardous,  which  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  times  required. 

By  this  constitution,  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment were  vested  in  a  House  of  Representatives 
and  a  Council ;  the  latter  to  consist  of  twelve 
members ;  both  branches  to  be  chosen  annually  ; 
the  Reprentatives  by  the  towns,  and  the  Council- 
lors by  the  counties,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature should  order.  No  act  or  resolve  wae  to  be 
valid  unless  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  all  grants  and  money  bills  were  to 
originate  in  the  House.  All  civil  officers  except 
Clerks  of  Courts,  County  Treasurers,  and  Record 
era  of  Deeds,  were  to  be  appointed,  and  their  term» 
of  office  fixed,  by  the  Legislature  ;  as  were  also  all 
military  and  militia  officers,  except  that  the  choice 
of  company  officers  in  the  militia  was  left  to  the 
respective  companies.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, from  the  novelty  of  the  undertaking,  the 
urgency  of  the  times,  and  the  inexperience  of  its 
authors,  this  first  constitution  was,   in  many  re- 

*There  is  a  comical  error  ia  Force's  Archives,  Volume  fifth, 
page  seventh ,  fourth  Series.  He  mistook  "  North-hill,"  the  name 
of  the  Parish  which  Levi  Dearborn  represented,  and  which  now 
constitutes  the  town  of  North  Ilamptan,  for  the  name  of  one  of 
the  dissenting  members,  and  thus  makes  thirteen  instead 
of  twelve.  The  protest  was  not  entered  in  the  Convention,  or 
Congress  ;  but  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  twelfth, 
1776.     See  ante,  page  152.  W.I.O. 
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specte,  an  imperfect  form  of  government.  It  con- 
tained no  bill  of  rights,  or  definition  of  powers. 
It  created  no  Judiciary  deparment ;  though  it  took 
tor  granted  the  existence  of  courts,  by  leaving  to 
the  Judges  the  appointment  of  their  own  clerks. 
It  implied  indeed  the  existence  of  many  powers 
and  agencies  which  it  did  not  expressly  name  or 
create.  Without  8uch  implication,  the  government 
could  not  have  been  administered  for  a  single  day. 
The  great  defeat,  however,  of  this  constitution 
was  its  want  of  a  distinct  Executive  Department. 
It  provided  for  the  appointment  of  no  Governor, 
or  chief  executive  magistrate,  all  power  being 
concentrated  in  the  two  Houses,  While  those 
were  in  session,  they  were  at  once  law-makers  and 
executors  of  the  law.  On  their  adjournment,  this 
latter  power  was  conferred  on  a  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, which  consisted  of  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  a  number  of  other  persons,  varying,  at 
different  times,  from  six  to  sixteen.  The  power  of 
this  committee  was,  for  all  practical  purposes,  un- 
limited ;  their  commission  being  not  unlike  that  of 
the  Roman  Dictator,  to  see  "  that  the  public  sus- 
tain no  damage," — "Nequid  detrimenti  Respublica 
capiat."  They  had  to  contend,  at  once,  with  for- 
eign and  domestic  foes  ;  and  their  records  6how 
that,  while  they  met  the  one  boldly,  they  looked 
sharply  after  the  other.  Orders  to  enlist  soldiers 
and  supply  provisions  are  intermingled  with  orders, 
not  less  stringent,  to  watch  the  disaffected  and 
seize  and  imprison  the  tories.  One  of  the  latter 
told  us,  many  years  after,  that  New  Hampshire' 
never  had  a  more  energetic  government,  nor,  as  he 
was  willing  to  admit,  a  more  honest  executive 
than  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  though  they  were 
sometimes,  as  he  thought,  a  little  hasty  in  their 
dealings  with  those  who,  like  himself,  felt  tender 
in  their  consciences  towards  the  King  !  We  have 
searched  in  vain  for  an  account,  in  any  contempo- 
rary record,  of  the  debates  in  this  Convention.  It 
was  le68  a  time  for  elaborate  discussion,  than  for 
prompt  decision  and  vigorous  execution.  Matthew 
Thornton,  Mesheck  Weare,  Ebenezer  Thompson, 
Wvseman  Claggett  and  Benjamin  'Giles  were  the 
committee  appointed,  December  twenty-eighth 
1775,  to  draught  the  constitution.  They  were 
among  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Con- 
vention. O there,  who  then  were  there  or  who  af- 
terwards became  distinguished  in  the  service  of 
the  State,  were  Thomas  Bartlett,  John  Calte,  John 
Dudley,  Timothy  AValker,  Joseph  Badger  and  Jon- 
athan Blanchard. 

The  people  were  not  long  in  discovering  the  de- 
fects of  this  first  constitution ;  and  a  second  Con- 
vention met,  at  Concord,  June  tenth,  1778,  for  its 
amendment.  John  Langdon,  William  Whipple, 
John  Pickering,  Me6hech  Weare,  Matthew  Thorn- 
ton, Josiah  Bartlett,  Richard  Dame,  John  Dudley, 
Timothy  Walker,  .Noah  Worcester,  Timothy  Tar- 
tar, Ebenezer  Thompson,  Joseph  Badger  and  Ben- 


jamin Bellows  were  among  the  most  distinguished 
members  of  this  assembly.  Weare  was  appoint- 
ed President,  and  Thompson,  Secretary.  The 
Journals  of  this  Convention  are  not  now  to  be 
found,  and  we  know  little  of  its  proceedings  beyond 
the  final  results.  June  fifth,  1779,  it  ordered  the 
Constitution,*  which  it  had  formed,  to  be  sent  to 
the  several  towns  in  the  State  for  the  action  of  the 
people  on  it.  This  instrument  contained  a  short 
Declaration  of  Rights,  and  a  form  of  government 
in  some  rospects  superior  to  the  Constitution  of 
1776,  though  in  others  it  was  less  to  be  commend- 
ed. The  Council  was  to  be  chosen,  as  before,  by 
the  counties,  in  certain  defined  proportions  ;  and 
the  number  of  Councillors  was  to  be  increased 
with  the  increasa  of  population  in  the  eeveral 
counties.  The  House  of  Representatives  was  to  be 
chosen  by  the  towns  ;  each  town  having  a  hundred 
families  to  choose  one  member,  and  so  in  propor- 
tion for  a  larger  number.  The  small  towns  .were 
to  be  classed  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  members. 
A  property  qualification  and  a  religious  test  ap- 
pear, for  the  first  time,  in  this  Constitution.  It 
provides  that  "All  the  male  inhabitants  of  the 
State,  of  lawful  age,  paying  taxes  and  professing 
the  Protestant  religion,  shall  be  deemed  legal  vot- 
ers, in  choosing  Councillors  or  Representative." 
To  be  eligible  for  the  place  of  Councillor  or  Rep- 
resentative, a  person  must  have,  in  addition  to 
the  above  qualifications,  an  estate  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  one  half,  at  least,  to  be  real  estate.  While 
it  thus  confined  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  office 
to  Protestants,  it  provided  that  the  Legislature 
should  '•  make  no  law  to  infringe  the  right  of  con- 
science, or  any  other  of  the  natural,  inalienable 
rights  of  man."  The  right  to  vote  or  to  be  voted 
for,  was  not  therefore,  in  their  opinion,  a  natural 
or  inalienable  right.  This  Constitution,  like  the 
first,  made  no  provision  for  a  Governor,  or  chief 
executive  magistrate,  and  like  that,  left  almost  un- 
limited power  in  the  Legislature.  It  recognized 
the  existence  of  .courts,  but  did  not  establish  any 
Judiciary  Department.  For  these  and  other  rea- 
sons, but  not  probably  for  its  religious  intolerance, 
or  its  property  qualifications,  it  was  rejected  by 
the  people. 

Still,  however,  there  was  a  very  general  desire 
for  the  introduction  of  some  better  form  of  govern- 
ment than  tne  temporary  and  defective  one  then 
in  force.  A  third  Convention  was  therefore  called ; 
which  met  at  Concord,  on  the  first  Wednesday!  ®f 
June,  1781.  Its  most  distinguished  members  were 
George  Atkinson,  John  Langdon,  John  Pickering, 
Jonathan  M.   Sewall,    John  T.  Gilman,    Joseph 


*We  are  the  fortunate  possessor  of  one  of  the  original  copies  of 
this  Constitution,  printed  on  a  single  sheet,  at  Exeter,  in  1779,  by  ' 
Zachariah  Fowle.     It  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  this  Address. 

W.  V.  O. 

tit  met  the  second  Tuesday  of  June. 

W.  P.  Q. 
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Cilley,  Nathaniel  Peabody,  John  Dudley,  Timo 
thy  Walker,  John  Sullivan,  Joseph  Badger,  Ebene- 
zer  Webster,  Timothy  Farrar  and  Daniel  New- 
comb.  Atkinson  was  chosen  President,  and  Sew- 
all,  Secretary.  After  a  brief  session,  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber;  and  having  formed  a  Constitution,  and  sent 
it  out  to  the  people,  it  adjourned  to  meet  again  on 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  1782.  The 
Constitution,  now  formed,  the  third  in  the  series, 
was  favorably  distinguished  from  the  preceding, 
by  the  separation  which  it  established  between  the 
three  great  departments  of  government,  the  Legis- 
lative, the  Executive,  and  the  Judiciary,  making 
each,  to  a  certain  extent,  independent  of  the  other 
two,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  check  on  their  pro- 
ceedings. It  was  precceded  by  an  ample  Bill  of 
Rights,  the  same,  in  most  of  its  articles,  as  the 
one  in  our  present  Constitution.  The  Legislature 
was  to  consist  of  a  "Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, chosen  annually,  to  meet  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  June.  The  Senate  was  to  consist 
of  twelve  members,  chosen  in  not  less  than  five, 
nor  more  than  ten  districts  ;  the  districts  to  be 
formed  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  public 
taxes  paid  in  each  ;  property,  and  not  popuation, 
being  the  basis  on  which  the  Senate  voted.  No 
person  could  vote  for  Senators  who  had  not  a  free- 
hold estate,  in  his  own  right,  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  or  other  estate  to  the  amount. 
No  person  was  eligible  to  the  Senate  who  was  not 
of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  possessed,  in  his 
own  right,  of  an  estate  of  the  value  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds,  clear  of  debt.  The  House  was  to 
consist  of  fifty  members,  apportioned  according  to 
population  among  the  several  counties,  and  elect- 
ed by  county  conventions.  The  delegates  to  these 
conventions  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  towns,  one 
for  every  fifty  ratable  polls,  and  the  smaller  towns 
to  be  classed  for  that  purpose.  No  person  could 
be  a  delegate  unless  he  were  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion and  possessed  of  an  estate  of  two  hundred 
pounds  value,  clear  of  debt.  The  counties  were 
to  be  divided,  according  to  their  ratable  polls,  into 
as  many  districts  as  they  were  entitled  to  Repre- 
sentatives ;  and  these  latter  were  to  be  chosen  by 
the  county  conventions,  out  of  their  own  body, 
each  Representative  to  be  elected  for  the  district  in 
which  he  resided.  The  chief  executive  power  was 
lodged  in  a  Governor,  who  was  to  be  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  legal  voters  through  the  State.  No 
person  was  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  un- 
less he  were  of  the  Protestant  religion  and  pos- 
sessed of  an  estate  of  the  value  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  clear  of  debt.  Persons  entitled  to  vote 
for  delegates  to  the  county  conventions  were  to  be 
voters  in  the  choice  of  Governor.  When  there 
was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the  House  was  to  se- 
lect two  persons  from  the  four  highest  candidates, 
and  send  them  to  the  Senate,  which  was  to  clio>>*r. 


one  of  them  for  Governor.  The  Governor  had  a 
negative  on  the  Legislature,  no  law  being  of  force 
to  which  he  should  object,  unless  passed,  after 
such  objection,  by  three-fourths  of  the  members  of 
both  Houses.  The  appointment  of  nearly  all  State 
officers  was  to  be  made  by  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council.  No  person  was  eligible  to 
the  office  of  Governor  for  more  than  three  out  of 
every  seven  j'eavs,  "  to  prevent"  says  the  Constitu- 
tion, "  an  undue  influence  in  this  State,  which  the 
first  magistrate  thereof  may  acquire  by  the  long 
possession  of  the  important  powers  and  trusts  of' 
that  office  ;  as  also  to  stimulate  others  to  qualify 
themselves  for  the  service  of  the  public,  in  the 
highest  stations."  One  might  almost  suspect, 
from  this  latter  clause,  that  certain  worthy  aspir- 
ants for  the  chief  magistracy,  long  repressed  by 
the  constant  re-election  of  President  Weave,* 
thought  themselves,  by  this  time,  well  nigh  "quali- 
fied for  the  service  of  the  public,  in  the  highest 
stations  !"  The  Council  was  to  consist  of  five  per- 
sons, to  be  chosen  annually  from  the  people  at 
large,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  ;  the 
qualification  of  Councillors  being  the  same  as  that 
of  Senators.f  At  the  expiration  of  every  seven 
years,  another  Convention  was  to  be  called  ,:  to 
correct  any  violations  of  the  Constitution,  as  well 
as  to  make  such  alterations  therein,  as  from  ex- 
perience may  be  found  necessary." 

It  will  be  seen,  even  from  this  imperfect  analy- 
sis,— imperfect,  because  I  would  not  tax  your  pa- 
tience too  severely  by  going  more  into  detail, — that 
the  Constitution  now  proposed,  contained,  for  tho 
first  time,  in  this  State,  a  form  of  government  ful- 
ly developed, and  similar,  in  most  of  its  provisions, 
to  that  under  which  we  now  live.  The  most  strik- 
ing difference  was  that  respecting  the  choice  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which,  though  more 
correct, in  principle  than  the  mode  since  adopted, 
was  complicated  in  its  details,  and  interferred  ma- 
terially with  the  established  system  of  town  repre- 
sentation. On  the  subject  of  religion,  the  Bill  of 
Rights  gave  the  Legislature  power  "  to  authorize, 
from  time  to  time,  towns,  parishes,  and  other  bod- 
ies corporate,  or  religious  societies,  within  this 
State,  to  make  adequate  pr  vision,  at  their  own 
expense,  for  che  support  of  Protestant  teachers  of 
piety,  religion  and  morality  ;"  giving  to  such  bod- 
ies "  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  their  own 
public  teachers  ;"  and  providing  that  "  no  person 
of  one  particular  veligious  sect  or  denomination 
shall  be  compelled  to   contribute  to  the  support  of 


*Mesheck  Weare  was  President  of  New  Himpshire  from  1776 
to  1784.  W.  F.G. 

tNoTE  by  the  AcTnoR.  There  was  introduced  in  this  Consti- 
tution, what  had  been  omitted  in  the  two  former,  a  separate  de- 
partment of  the  government  under  the  head  of  the  Judiciary 
Power.  The  Judges  were  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, subject  to  removal  by  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Council,  or  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 
They  might  j»1w>  be  removed  on  impeachment,  by  the  House, 
*ad  tried  hy  the  Senate. 
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the  teacher  or  teachers  of  another  persuasion,  sect, 
or  denomination."  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
Constitution  required  a  religious  qualification  in 
the  candidate  for  office,  and  a  property  qualifica- 
tion in  both  the  electors  and  the  elected.  Proper- 
ty -was  made  the  basis  of  representation  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  possession  of  property  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  in  the 
choice  of  Governor  and  of  Senators.  Partly  for 
these  reasons,  but  more,  probably,  from  the  mode 
in  w Inch  thet  House  of  Representatives  was  con- 
stituted, the  present  Constitution,  like  the  one  be- 
fore riroposed,  was  rejected  by  the  people. 

Not  discouraged  by  this  ill  success  of  their  la- 
bors, the  Convention  proceeded,  on  its  re-assem- 
bling, to  make  such  alterations  in  the  rejected 
Constitution  as  might  render  it  acceptable  to  their 
constituents  ;  and  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  August, 
1782,  submitted  it  again  to  the  popular  revision. 
Among  the  alterations  now  proposed,  was  one  pro- 
viding that  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  State, 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  paying  a  poll  tax, 
should  have  a  right  to  vote  for  Governor,  Senators, 
Representatives  and  other  State  officers.  The 
Senators  were  to  have  a  freehold  estate  of  two 
hundred  pounds;  the  Representatives,  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  half  freehold. 
But  the  principal  alteration  made  was  iD  the  basis 
of  representation  in  the  House.  Instead  of  the 
former  mode,  it  was  now  provided  that  every 
town,  parish,  or  place  entitled  to  town  privileges, 
having  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  should 
be  entitled  to  elect  one  member.  Pour  hundred 
and  fifty  polls  entitled  the  town  to  two  members, 
and  so  in  proportion,  making  three  hundred  the 
mear  increasing  ratio  for  every  additional  Repre- 
sentative. The  freehold  qualification  lor  the  Gov- 
ernor was  reduced  from  one  thousand  to  five  hun- 
dred pounds ;  and  the  disqualification,  as  to  his 
being  elected  not  more  than  three  years  in  seven, 
was  removed.  The  Constitution,  thus  amended, 
was  again  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the  Con- 
vention adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  December,  1782.  It  met  at  that  time,  and 
continued  to  hold  sessions,  by  successive  adjourn- 
ments, till  October  thirty-first,  1783,  when  the 
Constitution,  as  finally  approved  by  the  people, 
was  declared  adopted  by  the  Convention.  Among 
the  alterations  made,  in  the  last  revision,  was  a 
return  to  the  title  of  President,  instead  of  Gover- 
nor, as  the  name  of  the  chief  executive  magis- 
trate. This  officer  was,  ac  the  tame  time,  stripped 
of  much  of  the  power  at  first  conferred  on  him  by 
the  Convention.  He  was  to  preside  in  the  Senate, 
with  a  right  to  vote  in  all  cases,  and  with  a  cast- 
ing vote  jn  case  of  a  tie.  But  his  veto  was  taken 
from  him.  This  Constitution  went  into  operation 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  J  une,  1784  ;  the  old 
one  having  been  in  force  about  eight  year*  and  a 
half. 


At  the  expiration  of  the  seven  years  after  which 
a  revision  of  the  Constitution  was  to  be   made, 
another  Convention  was  called.     This  Convention, 
the  fourth  in  order  of  these  assemblies,  met  at 
Concord,  September  seventh,    1791.     Among  its 
most  distinguished  members  were  John  Pickering, 
Edward  S.  Livermore,  Samuel  Tenney,  Christopher 
Toppan,  William   Plumer,   Nathaniel  Rogers,  Jo- 
seph Cilley,  Abial  Foster,  Timothy  Walker,  John 
Calfe,    Nathaniel    Peabody,     Thomas    Cogswell, 
Joshua    Atherton,     Jeremiah    Smith,    Benjamin 
Pierce,  William  Page,  Daniel  Newcomb,  Nahum 
Parker  and  Samuel    Liverruore.     Livermore   was 
chosen  President,  and  Calfe.  Secretary.     After  a 
session  of  ten  days,   the  Convention  adjourned  to 
February  eighth,  1792,  having  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  ten,  two  from  a  county,  to  report  to  the 
adjourned  meeting  such  amendments  as  it  might 
be  expedient  to  submit  to  the  people  for   their 
adoption.     The  report  of  this^ommittee  was  acted 
on   by  the   Convention,   and  seventy-two  amend- 
ments  were  sent  out  to   the  people.     Of  these, 
forty-six  were  adopted,  and   twenty-six   rejected. 
As  some  of  the  amendments  adopted  were  incon- 
sistent with  parts  of  the  Constitution  retained,  it 
was  necessary  to  submit  the  matter  again  to  the 
people  for  their  action  on  it.     On  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember,  the  Convention  again  met,  and  in   two 
days  completed  its  labors  ;  the  people  haying  rati- 
fied their  proceedings  by  the  requisite  majority  of. 
two  thirds  of  those  voting  on  the  amendments  pro- 
posed.    In  the  Bill  of  Rights   no  changes  were 
made  ;  but  in  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  many 
alterations  and  additions  were  introduced.     It  was 
provided,  among  other  things,  that,  for  the  choice 
of  Senators,    the   Legislature   should   divide    the 
State  into  twelve  districts,  having  reference  to  the 
proportion  of   taxes  paid  in   each   district ;  such 
districts  to   be  made  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be 
without  dividing   towns.     The  title  of   President 
was  chauged  for  that  of  Governor  ;  and  when  there 
was  no  choice  of  this  officer  by  the  people,  the  two 
Houses  were   to  elect,   by  joint  ballot,  one  out  of 
the  two  highest  candidates.     The  Governor's  veto 
might  be  overruled   by  two-thirds,  instead,  as  be- 
fore, of  three  fourths  of  the  votes  of  both  Houses. 
The  Judges  were  not  to  hold  their  offices  after  they 
had  atttained   the  age  of  seventy.     The  6ense  of 
the  people  was  to  be   taken,  at  the  expiration  of 
every  seven  years,  as  to  calling  a  Convention  tore- 
vise  the  Constitution.     The  amendments  proposed 
by  6uch  Convention  were  to  become  parts  of  the 
Constitution  when  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the 
qualified  voters,  present  and  voting  on  the  subject. 
The  Constitution,  thus   amended,  went  into  op- 
eration on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1793  ;  the 
old  one  having  been    in  force  just  nine  years.     It 
proved  so  satisfactory  to  the   people   that,  though 
at  every   septennial  term  the  question   of  revision 
was  propounded,  it  was  not  till  1850  that  another 
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Convention,  the  fifth  in  the  series*,  was  called. 
This  Convention  met  at  Concord  on  the  sixth  of 
November  of  that  year,  and  closed  its  sessions), 
after  two  adjournments,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
April,  1851.  '  Of  this  Convention,  Franklin  Pierce 
was  President,  and  Thomas  J.  Whipple,  Secretary. 
The  sixty  years,  which  had  well  nigh  elapsed  be- 
tween the  calling  of  the  last  and  the  meeting  of 
the  present  Convention,  bad  removed  by  death  all 
but  ore*  of  the  members  of  the  former  assembly; 
and  even  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  close  of  the 
present  Convention.  With  the  generation  which 
formed  the  Constitution  of  1792,  had  also  passed 
away  many  of  the  ideas  and  the  maxims  to  which 
it  owed  its  birth  ;  so,  at  least,  we  should  infer 
from  the  proceeedings  of  the  new  Convention, 
which  altered  materially  many  of  the  most  impor- 
tant provisions  of  the  old  Constitution.  The  sixth 
article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  so  amended  as  to 
authorize  religious  societies  (instead  of  towns)  to 
provide  for  the  support  ol  public  (omitting  the 
word  Protestant)  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and 
morality.  The  religious  test  and  the  property 
qualification  were,  in  all  cases,  abolished,  as  was 
also  the  property  basis  of  representation  in  the 
Senate.  The  Courts  were  authorized  to  try  the 
facts,  as  well  as  the  law,  in  cases  where  the  par- 
ties should  agree  to  such  mode  of  trial.  Power 
was  given  to  the  Legislature,  in  all  cases,  to  alter, 
amend,  or  repeal  any  legislative  act  conferring 
corporate  powers,  whenever  the  public  good  might 
require  such  alteration,  amendment,  or  repeal. 
All  elections  in  the  Legislature  were  to  be  viva 
voce;  and  all  elections  by  the  people,  by  a  plural- 
ity of  votes.  The  Legislature  was  not,  without  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  both  Houses, 
to  involve  the  State  in  debt  beyond  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  in  case  of  war  or 
insurrection  ;  and  towns  were  prohibited  from  lend 
ing  money,  giving  the  credit  of  their  names  to  or 
owning  stocks  in  any  corporation.  No  lotteries  were 
to  be  authorized  or  allowed  in  the  State.  On  the 
subject  of  representation  in  the  House,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  towns  having  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  polls  should  have  one  member ;  those  having 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  polls,  two  members  ;  fif- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  polls,  three  members ; 
twenty-five  hundred  and  fifty  polls,  four  members  ; 
and  so  in  proportion,  making  one  thousand  ratable 
polls  the  mean  increasing  number  for  each  addi- 
tional representative  after  the  third.  Towns  hav- 
ing less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  ratable 
polls  were  to  be  classed,  or  might  be  represented 
in  times  proportioned  to  their  numbers.  The  Gov- 
ernor, L'eutenant  Governor,  a  new  officer  now  first 
created,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the 


*Ex-Governor  William  Plumer,  father  of  the  author  of  this 
Address,  who  died  December  twenty  second,  1850. 
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Legislature  were  to  be  elected  biennially.  Tha 
Senate  was  to  consist  of  thirty  members,  chosen 
in  fifteen  districts,  composed  of  equal  numheis  of 
ratable  polls.  The  Council  was  abolished  ;  and 
the  appointments,  made  by  the  Governor,  were  to 
be  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  State  Treasurer  were  to 
be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  State,  the  County 
Treasurers  and  Registers  of  Deeds  by  the  counties. 
Under  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  Power,  it  was 
provided  that  there  should  be  chosen,  in  each  town, 
not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  three  Trial  Justi- 
ces, who  should  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction 
in  all  civil  cases  where  the  amount  in  controversy 
should  not  exeeed  fifty  dollars  ;  this  sum  to  be  en- 
larged by  the  Legislature  to  one  hundred  dollars, 
if  they  see  fit,  and  the  jurisdiction  confined  to  cases 
where  the  title  to  real  estate  is  not  involved  ;  either 
party  having,  in  all  cases,  the  right  to  a  trial  by 
jury  ;  such  jury  to  consist  of  not  more  than  six 
persons.  The  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  tho 
Attorney  General  and  Road  Commissioner  were  to 
be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  State,  and  to  hold 
their  offices  for  six  years  ;  County  Judges,  Judges 
of  Probate.  Registers  of  Probate,  Sheriffs  and 
County  Solicitors,  by  the  counties,  for  four  years  ; 
and  Police  Magistrates  and  Trial  Justices,  by  the 
towns,  for  two  years.  A  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  and  a  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
turewere  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
State,  to  hold  their  offices  for  two  years.  Future 
amendments,  if  proposed  by  two  successive  Leg 
islatures  and  adopted  by  two  thirds  of  the  voters 
through  the  State,  present  and  voting  on  the 
subject,  were  to  become  thereby  and  thencef  >rth 
parts  of  the  Constitution ;  such  amendments 
not  to  be  proposed  oftencr  than  once  in  six 
years. 

The  Constitution,  thus  altered  and  amended, 
was  laid  before  the  people  for  their  decision  on  it. 
This  decision  was,  on  every  point,  adverse  to  the 
proposed  amendments,  not  one  of  whic'.i  obtained 
even  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  much  less  the 
two  thirds  required  for  its  adoption  ;  so  that  this 
thorough  revision,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  old  Con- 
stitution, deotned  so  important  by  many  in  the 
Convention,  was  totaliy  rejected  by  the  people. 
The  final  meeting  of  the  Convention,  to  receive  thii 
unfavorable  response,  was  coincident  with  the 
trsmendou*  North  East  storm  which  swept  over 
New  England  in  April  1851,  known  along  he 
coast  for  its  many  shipwrecks,  and  especially  for 
the  destruction  of  the  lighthouse  in  Bjston  harbor. 
Ah  the  Member!  came  in,  wet  and  shivering  from 
the  storm,  shorn  of  their  glory  and  humbled  by 
the  disapprobation  of  their  constituents,  we, 
who,  as  it  happened,  were  of  the  number,  could 
emerging  be  reminded  of  Milton's  fallen  angels, 
not  but  from  the  pool,  at  the  call  of  their  lead- 
er, astonished  and  abashed  at    this  strange  and 
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most;  unlooked  for  result.  The  proud  Whig, 
the  triumphant  Democrat,  the  power-defying  Free 
Soiler, 


"All  these  and  more  came  thronging 
Downcast  and  damp  ;" 


but  with  looks 


damp  and  dripping  from  the  storm,  which  roared 
and  thundered  round  these  granite  walls ;  and 
downcast  and  dispirited,  from  tin?  most  signal  and 
unexpected  unanimity  of  popular  condemnation  on 
their  doings.  It  was  amusing  indeed,  as  well  as 
instructive,  to  compare  the  confident  anticipations, 
the  earnest  debates,  and  the  careful  precautions 
of  the  Convention,  in  its  earlier  stages,  as  if  life 
and  death  depended  .on  its  slightest  movements, 
■with  this  most  "  lame  and  impotent  conclusion" 
of  its  vaunted  labors.  It  was  my  fortune— good 
or  bad— to  belong  to  this  Convention  ;  and  sur- 
prised more  than  discouraged  at  the  result,  not 
surprised  that  parts  were  rejected,  but  that  the 
whole  was  discarded  in  a  mass,  I  thought  it  be- 
came u6,  like  the  Convention  of  1781,  to  revise, 
once  more,  the  whole  of  our  amendments ;  and, 
correcting  what  was  wrong  in  the  Erst  attempt, 
and  retaining  much  which  was  good,  to  appeal  to 
"  the  sober  second  thoughts  of  the  people,"  for  the 
reversal,  on  some  points  at  least,  of  their  former 
hasty  decision.  But  the  general  feeling  was  all 
the  other  way.  Discouraged  by  its  previous  ill 
success,  the  Convention  sent  out,  for  a  second  tri- 
al, only  three  of  its  former  amendments  ;  the  first 
dispensing  with  the  religious  test ;  the  second, 
abolishing  the  property  qualification,  and  the  third, 
providing  a  new  mode  for  making  future  amend- 
ments. Even  of  these,  the  second  only  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  people;  so  that  the  only  change  which, 
on  the  maturest  consideration,  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire,  after  an  experience  of  neatly  sixty 
years,  saw  fit  to  make  in  the  Constitution,  was 
the  abolition  of  this  property  qualification  for 
0ffice — a  provision  which  had  never  been  much  re- 
garded in  practice,  and.  of  late,  not  at  all.  That 
some  ef  the  changes  proposed  by  the  Convention 
and  rejected  by  the  people,  were  improvements  on 
the  old  Constitution,  there  can  be  little  question  ; 
others,  ot  a  more  doubtful  character,  were  yet  not 
unworthy  of  a  trial ;  but  there  were  6ome  others, 
particularly  that  providing  a  ratio  of  representa- 
tion in  the  House,  so  decidedly  bad,  that  one  can 
hardly  imagine  them  tolerable  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

The  large  number  of  members  in  the  House, 
compared  with  the  small  number  in  the  Senate, 
three  hundred  to  twelve,  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  calling  the  Conven- 
tion. The  obvious  remedy  for  this  acknowledged 
evil  would  have  been  to  fix  on  the  proper  number 
of  Representatives,  and  then  to  divide  the  State 
into  as  many  districts  as  there  mere  members  of 


the  House  to  be  chosen.*     This  had  already  been 
done  in  the  analogous  cases  of  Senators  and  Coun- 
cillors ;  and  if  adopted  in  the  choice  of  Represen- 
tatives, the  republican   theory   of  equal  numbers 
having  equal  right  in   the  choice  of  rulers  and  in 
the  enactment  of  the  laws,  would  have  been  car- 
ried into  practical  operation,  in  every  department 
of  the  government.     This  however  would  have  de- 
prived  the   6mall  towns   of  the   disproportionate 
representation  which   they  then   enjoyed.     When 
the  basis  of   representation!  was  fixed  in  1783, 
there  were  so  few  large  towns  that  the  system  was 
essentially  a  representation    of  numbers,   though 
nomiually  one  of  towns.     Eight  years  later,  the 
inequality,  though  considerable,  was  still  not  very 
glaring.     But  between  that  period  and  1850,  the 
introduction  of  manufactures  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  the  growth  of  commerce,  and  the  general  in- 
crease of  wealth  had  drawn  the  people  more   into 
masses  ;  and,  if  the  House  was  now  to  be  reduced, 
it  was  clear  that  the  number  from  the  small  towns 
must  be  greatly  lessened,  or  the  large  places  could 
not  have  their  equal  share  in    the  representation. 
But  the  small  towns,  far  from  intending  to  surren- 
der anv  portion  of  the   power  which  they  already 
possessed,  wyere  not  unwilling  to  increase  it.     Un- 
fortunately, the  supposed   party   interests  of  the 
majority  in  the  Convention,  concurred  with   this 
ambition  of  the  small  towns  ;  and  the  result  of  the 
whole  was  that  the  basis  of  representation  adopted 
by  the  Convention,  put  it  in   the  power   of  one 
third  of  the  qualified  voters  in  the  State  to  elect  a 
majority  of  the  Representatives ;  leaving  the  other 
two  thirds  in  a  minority.     This  was  too  evidently 
unjust  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  people.  There 
were  concuring  causes  of  disgust^  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the   Convention  ;  but  this  was  so  ob- 
vious  and  undeniable,  that  we  cannot  wonder  at 
the  unpopularity  attached,  from  the  moment  of  its 
adoption,  to  the  Convention  itself,  or  that  the  peo- 
ple should  have  rejected  the  amendments  proposed 
to  them,  in   a  mass,   however  good  some  of  them 
might  be.     This  particular  amendment,  however, 
was  condemned  by  a   stronger  vote  than  any  other 
which  was  separately  submitted  to  the  people.     It 
may  therefore  safely   be  inferred,  notwithstanding 
the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,   that  the  dem- 


*The  author  interlined  this  sentence  as  follows, — "  first  divide 
"  the  State  into  as  many  senatorial  districts  as  there  were  senators 
"  to  be  chosen,  and  then  to  subdivide  those  senatorial  districts  into 
•'  as  many  representative  districts"  [as  there  were  members  of  the 
House  to  he  chosen  ]  W.  F.  G. 

][Noie  by  the  Author.  The  basis  of  representation  has  been 
from  first  to  last  the  most  difficult  question  to  be  solved.  To  pre- 
serve the  town  representation,  without  departing  from  equality  of 
representation,  and  to  secure  a  House  not  unmanageably  large, 
have  been  the  points  of  most  difficult  solution  in  this  most  impor- 
tant and  fundamental  problem  in  the  theory  of  government.] 

Jit  is  the  duty  of  the  historian  to  record  facts.  Allowance 
should,  perhaps,  here  be  made  for  the  Author's  political  proclivi- 
ties, which  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  Democratic  majority  in 
the  Convention.  W.  T.  Q. 
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ocratic  tendencies  of  the  age  are  towards  equality 
©1  representation,  rather  than  to  any  partial   sys- 
tem of  unequal  power  in  email  local  corporations. 
The  Convention  of  1850,  though  thus  insuccess- 
ful  in   its  labors,   was  composed   of  some   of  the 
most  distinguished  men  in   the  State,  numbering 
among  its  members  one  Judge  of  the   Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  several  State  Judges, 
two  Ex-Governors,  several  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress,  and  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States.     1  forbear  to  mention  others  not  less 
worthy,    though  less  distinguished  by  high  offices, 
than  these.     You  may  have  felt  some  surprise,  and 
perhaps  incredulity,  when    in  speaking  of  former 
Conventions,  I    mentioned,  as  among  their  distin- 
guished members,  men  whose  very  names  loioe  of 
you  may  never  have  heard  before.     And  yet  it  is 
cvcd  so  ;  and  so  indeed  it  must  always  be.     Men 
who   think  themselves  great,  and  who  really  are 
distinguished   in   their   day  and  generation,  pass 
rapidly  from  the  stage  of  action,  and  drop  quietly 
out  of  sight  and  out  of  memory,  in  the  succeeding 
age.     We  are  apt  to  think  that  the  great  men  of 
our  day  can  never  be  forgotten.;  not  reflecting  that 
an   hundred  generations  of  men,  equally  distin- 
guished, have  already  disappeared,   leaving   only 
here  and  there  a  single  name,  towering,  in  solitary 
grandeur,  amidst  the  ruins  of   the  past.     Many 
brave  men,  says  Horace,  lived  before  Agamemnon; 
but  they  are  unknown  because   they  had  no  poet 
to  celebrate  their  exploits. 

Vixere  fortesTante  Agamtmnone 
Multi  :  sed  omne.s  iltachrimabiies 
Urguentur  ignotique  tonga 
Node  carent  quia  vate  saero. 

Vain  was  the  chief's,  the  sage's  pride  ; 
They  had  no  poet,  and  they  died. 
In  vain  they  schemed,  in  vain  they  bled  ~, 
They  had  no  poet,  and  are  dead. 

In  other  words,  gentlemen,  to  come  down  from 
Latin  to  English,  from  poetry  to  prose,  from  fic- 
tion to  fact,  there  were  no  historians,  no  reviewers, 
in  those  day*.  Great  men  lived,  we  may  well  be- 
lieve, before  the  date  of  written  history ;  but 
thnr  deeds  are  unrecorded,  and  their  memory  has 
peris'ied  from  the  earth.  And  this  brings  us, 
gentlemen,  to  reflect  on  the  appropriate  object  of 
our  institution  as  an  Historical  Society,  which  is 
to  record  the  deeds  of  the  past,  for  the  benefit  ol 
the  present  and  the  future.  Of  the  many  able 
men,  which  New  Hampshire  as  well  as  other  States 
has  produced  within  the  last  seventy  or  eighty 
years,  how  little  is  now  distinctly  known  among 
us ;  and  how  much  of  that  little  is  passing  quick- 
ly into  oblivion  !  How  much  is  already  lost,  which 
can  never  be  recovered  !  How  little  do  we  really 
know  of  the  distinguished  men  who,  within  that 
period,  have  successively  administered  the  State 
government  ;  how  little"  of  their  friends  and  op- 
ponents, the  leading  politicians  of  the  State  ;  of 
its  clergymen,  ite  lawyer*,  its  physicians,  t«  schol- 


ars and  its  men  of  letters — or,  what  is  hardly  less 
woith  knowing,  its  farmers,  its  mediants,  its 
mechanics  and  its  manufacturers  !  In  the  various 
departments  of  thought  and  action,  much  has  been 
done  among  us,  which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  ; 
much  remains  unrecorded,  which  should  not  so 
perish.  We  have,  as  yet,  no  history  of  the  Law 
in  New  Hampshire;  none  of  Medicine;  none  of 
the  Church  ;  none  of  our  Agriculture,  Commerce, 
or  Manufactures.  All  these  are  subjects  of  liberal 
enquiry,  and  may  well  engage  the  attention  of 
men  of  leisure  and  wealth.  It  is  the  business, 
may  I  not  say,  the  duty,  of  our  Society,  to  gather 
up  the  fragments  of  our  history  while  they  are  yet 
to  be  found  among  us,  and  to  preserve  with  care, 
if  we  do  not  ourselves  add  to  them,  the  materials 
for  the  future  historian  of  New  Hampshire. 

Of  the  more  prominent  members  of  the  Conven- 
tions whose  proceedings  we  have  thus  briefly  pass- 
ed in  review,  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  give  you 
here  some  account,  if  I  had  not  already  occupied 
too  much  of  your  time  to  hope  for  much  more  of 
vcur  attention.  Only  the  briefest  possible  notices 
of  a  few  of  them  will  now  be  attempted.  I  have 
mentioned  John  Sullivan*  as  having  probably  sug- 
gested the  calling  of  the  first  Convention,  though 
he  was  n«t  a  member  of  it.  He  was,  about  this 
time,  appointed  to  a  high  command  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  was  subsequently  Attorney 
General,  President  of  the  State,  and  District  Judge 
of  New  Hampshire.  The  name  of  Sullivan  is  dis- 
tinguished in  our  annals,  as  having  on  us  a  triplo 
claim  to  respect.  Father,  son  and  grandson  have 
held,  in  succession,  some  of  the  highest  offices  in 
the  State;  and  the  latter  is  still  among  us,  to  add 
fresh  honors,  in  his  own  person,  to  the  name  which 
he  so  worthily  bears.  This  is  an  instance  of  hered- 
itary authority — an  aristocracy,  if  you  choose  so 
to  call  it,  to  which,  republican  as  we  are.  we  do 
not  object ;  power,  influence,  office,  transmitted 
from  generation  to  generation,  not  by  the  accideut 
of  birth,  but  by  the  succession  of  merit. 

Josiah  Bartlett,  a  member  of  the  second  Con- 
ventiou,  had  something  of  the  Bame  felicity,  in 
leaving  behind  him  sons  who  inherited  some  por- 


Mohn  Sullivan  was  born  in  Somersworth,  New  Hampshire, 
February  eighteenth,  1710  ;  read  Law  with  Hon.  Isaac  Liver 
more  of  Portsmouth  ;  was  Attorney  General  from  17S2  to  17S6  ; 
died  at  his  home  in  Durham,  New  Hampshire,  January  twenty- 
third,  1795.  His  Military  Services  and  Public  Life  have  been 
written  by  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Amory  of  Boston,  and  published  by 
Jo  1  Munsell,  Esq.  of  Albany,  New  York. 

G?orge,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Durham,  New  Hampshire,  in 
1772  -,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1790  ;  commenced  the 
practice  of  Law  in  Exeter.  New  Hampshire;  was  a  memb.-r  of  the 
General  Court  in  1805  and  1818  ;  Representative  in  Congress  in 
Congress  in  1811,  and  1812  ;  State  Senator  in  1S14  and  1S15  ; 
Attornev  General  from  1805  to  1806,  and  again  from  1815  to  1835, 
when  he  resigned.     He  died  at  Exeter,  June  fourteenth.  1S3S. 

John,  son  of  George,  was  born  in  Exeter  ;  educated  at  "  Phii- 
»  lips'  Exeter  Academy;"  read  Law  with  his  father;  was  Solicitor 
for  Rockingham  County  from  182S  to  1838;  Judge  of  Probate  M 
the  game  county  from  1838  to  1848  ;  Attorney  General  from  18** 
till  he  died,  November  ieventeenth,  1862,  *g*l   sixty-two   ywr* 
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tion,  at  least,  of  their  father's  favor  with  the  pub- 
lic. He  was  himself  a  delegate  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  President  of  the  State.  Thesons,  Levi,  Josiah, 
and  Ezra,  were  all  men  of  note,  and  held  places  of 
honor  in  the  public  service.  A  son  of  the  latter 
lately  atoned  a  reputable  life,  by  an  untimely  and 
lamentable  death. 

Among  the  members  of  more  than  one  of  these 
conventions,  another  name,  which,  for  three  gen- 
erations, has  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of 
New  Hampshire,  is  that  of  Atherton.  Joshua 
Atherton,  though  opposed  to  the  Revolution,  bo  far 
outlived  the  unpopulority*  of  his  ear.y  course  aB 
to  hold,  besides  his  6eat  in  two  conventions,  the  of- 
fice, for  many  years,  of  Attorney  Ceneral  of  the 
State.  His  son,  Charles  G.  Atherton,  besides  his 
services  in  the  State  Legislature  and  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1850,  had  heen  a  member  of  both 
Houses  of  Thirty-fourth  Congress,  and  is  now  again 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. f 

The  Livermores  are  another  instance  of  a  suc- 
cession of  able  men  in  the  same  family.  Samuel, 
Arthur  and  Edward  were  all  distinguished  in  the 
public  service.  Samuel  was  eignt  years  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  twice  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,      Edward    was  a  Judge   of   the  Superior 


*Hon.  Joshua  Atherton  was  a  sou  of  Peter,  of  Harvard,  Mass., 
boru  April  twelfth,  1705  ;  who  was  a  sou  of  Joshua,  of  Lancas- 
ter, Mass.,  born  May  thirteenth,  16ob'  ;  who  was  a  son  of  James, 
of  Dorchester,  Mats.  Joshua  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1762,  and  settled  iu  Amherst,  ISew  Hampshire,  previous  to  the 
Revolution.  We  have  searched  in  vain  after  his  so-called  "un- 
popularity." His  political  enemies  were  determen'ed  to  make  him 
"unpopular."  A  writ  was  issued,  in  1177,  for  his  arrest,  but  it 
appears  he  was  not  arrested.  The  i.ameot  John  Holland  wasinsert- 
rted  in  the  same  writ,  and  also  the  names  of  Benjamin  Whiting. 
Leonard  Whiting,  Richard  Cuits  Shannon,  Samuel  Cummings 
and  William  Cummings  ofHollis,  Shannon,  Leonard  Whiting  and 
William  Cummings  were  arrested.  Stephen  Holland  of  London- 
derry and  Kllsha  Woodbury  were  arrested.  It  was  a  time 
when  "  heresy  in  political  opinion  generated  popuki?  excesses-" 
Stephen  Holland  declared  publicly,  in  1775,  that  "  he  was  ready 
"  to  assist  his  countrymen  in  the  glorious  course  of  liberty,  at  the 
"  risk  of  his  life  and  fortune  ;"  yet  he  was  proscribed  and  banish- 
ed, and  his  estate  confiscated,  in  1778  John  Holland  was  also 
proscribed  and  banished.  Joshua  Atherton  was  a  highly  edu- 
cated and  refined  gentleman  who  always  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  his  own  business,  at  his  home  in  Amherst.  He  gave  hid 
political  enemies  too  much  rope.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  most  popu/ar  man  in  that  town  In 
1787,  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  in  New  Hamp 
shire  which  ratified  the  Federal  Consitution.  He  strove  hard  to 
defeat  its  ratification,  unless  certain  amendments  were  adopted. 
He  voted  agaiust  its  adoption  ;  the  town  instructed  him  so  to  do. 
Ebenezer  Webster,  the  lather  ot  the  gieat  Statesman,  was  a  del- 
egate to  that  Convention  from  Salisbury.  He  did  not  vote  on 
the  final  question.  George  Tick  nor  Curtis,  in  his  Life  of  Web- 
ster, says  he  did  vote  to  ratify,  but  Mr.  Curtis  is  mistaken.  If 
Mr.  Curtis  will  come  up  here,  with  hfs  friend  Judge  Nesmith,  and 
breakfast  with  me,  some  laughing  June  morning,  I  will  audeavor 
to  show  to  them  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Daniel  Web- 
ster's father  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. Mr,  Atherton  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  State  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1791-179::  ;  a  member  of  the  General  Court 
in  1792  ;  State  Senator  in  1793,  and  Attorney  General  of  the 
State  from  1793  to  1801,     He  died  April  third,  1809. 

W.  F.  G. 

tXJie  sentence  is  interlined  as  follows, — '*•  was  in  the  Senate  at 
'•  the  time  of  his  decease.'-     He  died  in  Ma.i>c£.«:s<teiV  New  Hamp- 
.  guise,  Noytmber  fifteenth,  ]£5J3.  W.  V.  Q. 


Court  and  member  of  Congress.  Arthur  long  oc- 
cupied his  father's  place  on  the  Bench;  and  was 
also,  several  years,,  a  member  of  Congress.  He 
f till  remains  among  us,  a  worthy  san>ple  of  th» 
able  men  bred  in  the  turmoil  of  the  Revolution- 
ary period,  retaining,  in  his  old  age,  much  of  the 
vivacity  of  his  earlier  days,  and  full  of  interesting 
reminiscences  of  the  past. 

Benjamin  Pierce,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  of  1791,  had  been  an  officer  in  (he 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State.  He  sent  two  sons  to  the  Con~ 
vention  of  1850  ;  and  has  since  given  to  the  Union 
a  President  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be 
easy  to  mention  other  members  of  these  Conven- 
tions, who  have  bequeathed  worthy  sons  to-  the 
public  service.  But  these  may  suffice  to  show  that, 
however  democratic  in  our  principles,  we  have  no 
jealousy  of  hereditary  power,  provided  it  be  won 
by  hereditary  worth. 

In  the  Convention  of  1770,  there  was  no  one 
whose  presence  inspired  more  confidence  and  re- 
spect than  that  of  Meshech  Weare.  Though  not 
a  young  man  when  the  Revolution  began,  neither 
the  usual  timidity  of  age,  nor  the  offices  which  he 
held  under  the  royal  government,  prevented  his 
taking  early  a  decided  part  with  his  countrymen 
in  the  arduous  and,  as  it  then  seemed,  doubttul 
struggle.  He  was,  during  the  whole  war,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  President  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  ;  a  com- 
bination, in  his  own  person,  of  Legislative,  Exec- 
utive and  Judicial  offices,  which,  to  say  that  he 
did  not  abuse  them,  either  for  his  own  emolument 
or  to  the  injury  of  others,  is  to  pronounce  on  him 
an  eulogium  which  few,  in  the  same  situation, 
would  have  deserved.  It  is  a  pleasing  proof  that 
the  services  of  the  Revolutionary  Fathers  are  not. 
forgotUn  by  their  descendants,  that  the  Legislature1 
in  1852  ordered  the  erection,  at  the  public  expense, 
of  a  monument  over  the  remains  of  this  first  Pres- 
ident and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State. 

Matthew  Thornton,  another  member  of  the  first 
Convention,  has  secured  for  himself  a  memorial 
more  lasting  than  granite,  momnnentum  cere  peven- 
nius,  by  inscribing  his  name  among  the  immortals 
on  the  roll  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
He  was  afterwards  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court;  and  1  may  relate,  in  this  connexion, 
an  anecdote,  which  I  have  never  seen  in  print, 
though  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  truth.  John  Pick- 
ering, afterwards  Chief  Justice,  was  counsel  in  a 
case  before  the  Superior  Court ;  when,  in  the 
midst  of  an  earnest  argument,  he  perceived  thai 
Judge  Thornton,  instead  of  listening  to  him,  wa» 
eno-aged  reading  a  book  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
and  on  which  also  he  seemed  intent ;  while  anoth- 
er of  the  Judge?,  with  his  head  reclined  on  his 
shoulder  and  his  eyes  closed,  was  giving  evidence, 
quite  audible,  through  the  nose,  of  hie  happy  ob- 
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livion  of  the  cares  and  vexations  of  Court.  Not 
unreasonably  provoked  at  this  indifference  of  the 
Court  to  his  eloquence,  the  impassioned  advocate 
turned  his  back  short  upon  the  bench,  and  said, 
with  strong  emphasis,  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury — 
my  unfortunate  client  has  no  hope  but  in  jour  at- 
tention, 6ince  the  Court,  in  their  wisdom,  will  not 
condescend  to  hear  him."  This  f-entence,  followed 
by  a  dead  pause  in  his  speech,  brought  Court  and 
bar  and  spectators  all  to  a  sudden  stand.  The 
jury  were  wide  awake  ;  the  sleeping  Judge,  start- 
ing suddenly  up,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and,  looking 
wistfully  round  for  the  cause  of  this  unwonted  in- 
terruption to  his  slumbers,  resumed  his  seat  as 
suddenly  as  he  had  left  it,  quite  abashed  at  the 
awkward  exhibition  which  he  had  made  of  himself, 
and  but  little  wiser  than  when  he  rose.  Thornton, 
alone  tranquil  and  unmoved  amidst  the  general 
excitement,  said  very  innocently,  just  raising  his 
eyes  frotn  the  book  ;  "  When  you  have  anything 
to  offer,  Mr.  Pickering,  which  is  pertinent  to  the 
case  on  trial,  the  Court  will  be  happy  to  hear  you. 
In  the  meantime,  I  may  as  well  resume  my  read- 
ing." Will  it  be  regarded  as  an  apology  lor  this 
indecorum,  or  as  an  aggravation  of  the  ofTence, 
that  the  book  whicli  the  Judge  was  so  intently 
reading,  was  the  seductive  novel  of  Tom  Jones ; 
and  that  lost  to  all  around  him,  he  was  laughing 
heartily  to  himself  at  the  coarse  humors  of  Squire 
Western,  while  Pickering  was  growing  pathetic 
over  the  sufferings  of  his  client?  As  to  his  worthy 
associate,  let  us  not.  on  a  day  like  this,  judge  him 
harshly.  He  was  fat  and  heavy  ;  and  the  sweat 
was  pouring  copiously  down  his  ample  cheeks  as  he 
sat  nodding  in  the  fever  heat  of  a  July  sun,  sjream- 
ing  in  through  the  window  at  his  back,  in  that  day 
of  primitivesimplicity,  without  a  blind  or  acurtain. 
John  Pickering  was  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tions of  1779  and  1781,  in  both  of  which  he  took 
a  prominent  part.*  Of  the  latter  there  is  reason 
to  think  that  he  wa«  the  most  active  and  influen- 
tial member.  This  I  infer,  among  other  reasons, 
from  a  letter  of  Judge  Smith  to  my  father,  in 
which  he  says  of  Pickering  that  the  Constitution 
of  1783  was  "  a  favorite  child  of  his  own  beget- 
"  ting."  He  was  equally  conspicuous  in  the  Con- 
vention which,  in  1788,  ratified  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  appointed,  in  1790, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  probably 
brought  to  that  bench  more  law-learning  than  any 
Judge  who  had  sat  there  before  him.  His  end 
however  was  unfortunate.  He  was  made  District 
Judge    of  New    Hampshire    by   Washington,  in 


*Interlined, "  see  the  note  about  Pickering,'''1  which  is  as 
follows.  "  August  fifth,  1833,  W.  P  to  John  Fanner.  It  was 
"  reported  near  the  time,  that  the  Address  to  the  people  which  ac- 
"  companied  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1781,  was  written  by 
"  Jonathan  M.  Sewell  and  John  Pickering,  and  that  John  Sullivan 
"  and  John  Pickering  wrote  that  of  1782.  A  considerable  portion 
*'  of  the  latter  is  a  liberal  copy  of  the  former,  but  some  paragraphs 
"  are  omitted  anil  others  added.    Letters  8.374." 


1795.  But  the  hypochondria  which,  at  an  earlier 
period,  had  sometimes  rendered  him  unfit  fur  bu- 
siness, was,  at  length,  aggravated  into  madness. 
He  was  impeached  before  the  Senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  removed  fiom  office  in  1804,  on  the 
charge  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors;  not 
without  the  strenuous  opposition  of  those  who 
could  not  sec  in  insanity  a  crime,  uor  in  mental 
alienation  a  high  misdemeanor. 

Another  member  of  the  Convention  of  1779, 
was  John  Langdon.  He  and  John  Taylor  Gilman, 
who  were  together  in  the  succeeding  Convention, 
were,  for  many  years,  at  the  head  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  in  this  State.  Without  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  polish  education,  men  of  strong 
sense  rather  than  of  genius,  they  both  possesed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  the  qualities  which  inspire 
confidence  and  secure  the  long-continued  posses- 
sion of  the  public  favor.  Gilman  was  Governor 
of  the  State  for  fourteen  years.  With  no  great 
brilliancy  of  mind  or  much  general  information, 
he  had  a  ready  apprehension,  a  sound  judgment, 
great  firmness  of  purpose,  and  steadiness  of  pur- 
suit in  what  he  regarded  as  the  publie  good.  He 
too  was  one  of  three,  the  Chief  among  the  mighty, 
of  the  Gilmans  ;  his  brothers,  Nathaniel,  who  was 
for  many  years  Treasurer,  and  Nicholas,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  twice  Sen- 
ator in  Congress.  The  Exeter  influence,  whicli 
was  substantially  the  Gilman  influence,  long  gov- 
erned the  State. 

John  Langdon  was  two  years  President,  6ix 
years  Governor,  and  twelve  years  Senator  in  Con- 
gress. He  had  a  native  grace  and  amenity  of 
manners,  a  dignified  yet  afiiible deportment,  which 
gave  him  great  influence,  where  he  was  personally 
known.  "  Governor  Langdon,"  said  Daniel  Web- 
ster to  us,  just  before  his  death,  "  was,  for  a  man 
"  who  had  originally  no  advantages  of  education, 
"  the  most  perfect  gentleman  1  eversaw."  Hisdig- 
nity  of  demeanor  had  in  it  no  haughtiness  of  man- 
ner ;  his  condescension  no  coarseness  of  feeling. 
Polite  and  courteous  to  all,  he  never  lost  in  famil- 
iarity the  respect  of  his  associates,  nor  wounded 
their  self-esteem  by  any  assumption  of  superiority. 
Woodbury  Langdon,  wdio  was  thought  by  many 
an  abler  man  than  the  Governor,  used  to  say  of 
him  :  "  My  brother  John  takes  off  his  hat  to  every 
"  negro  in  the  street ;  and  he  would  pat  a  dog  on 
"  the  head,  rather  than  throw  stones  at  him,  when 
"  he  barks."  Woodbury  Langdon,  on  the  contrary, 
was  rather  apt  to  throw  stones,  which  hit  now  and 
then  rather  hard,  and  sometimes  brought  back  oth- 
ers as  bard  on  him.  To  me.  Governor  Langdon  said, 
in  his  old  age  :  "  Use  gentle  words,  Mr.  Plumer,  in 
"your  intercourse  with  man.  They  cost  nothing, 
"and  they  go  a  great  way."  This  was,  in  fact, 
the  secret  of  much  of  his  success  in  life  ;  kindness 
of  manner,  combined  with  firmness  of  purpose. 


182 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE". 


[October 


A  very  different  man,  yet  not  inferior  in  native 
powers  of  mind,  was  John  Dudley,  a  member  of 
the  Conventions  of  1776  and  1779,  and  for  thir- 
teen yeais  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  I  vt ould 
tell,  if  there  ■was  time  for  it,  6ome  curious  anec- 
dotes of  this  illiterate,  but  strong  minded  and  up- 
right Judge.  "  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,"  ho  would 
say,  "  you  and  I  know  but  little  law,  that  is,  law- 
"  vers'  law;  but  we  do  know  what  is  right,  and  we 
"  can  do  no  justice  between  man  and  man.  If  there 
"  is  anything  more,  in  the  presentease,  let  the  law- 
"  yers  look  to  it.  We  need  not  trouble  our  heads 
"  with  their  nice  distinctions^'  I  need  hardly  add 
that,  law  or  no  law,  he  very  generally  carried  the 
jury  with  him. 

Timothy  Farrar  was  another  member  of  the 
Convention  of  1779,  who,  though  like  Dudley  not 
bred  to  the  bar,  filled  successively,  for  many  years, 
a  seat  on  both  benches,  with'  credit  to  himself  and 
benefit  to  the  public. 

Mitchell  Sewell,  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention 
of  1781,  was  a  lawyer,  an  orator  and  a  poet ;  a 
wit,  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  politician.  He  wrote 
epigrams,  acrostics,  and  elegies  on  others  ;  but 
he  ras  found  no  one,  alas  !j  to  celebrate,  in  verse 
or  in  prose,  his  own  virtues  and  attainments.  Ilia 
small  volume  of  poems  is  among  the  rarities-,  if  not 
the  curiosities   of  New  Hampshire  literature-. 

Pickering,  Peabody  and  Atherton  were  men  of 
mature  age  and  high  official  standing,  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1791,  and  not  without  their  full  share 
of  influence  in  that  body.  But  there  were  two 
younger  men  in  that  assembly,  William  Plumer 
and  Jeremiah  Smith,  of  whom  1  have  not  now  time 
to  Bpeak,  but  who  ought  not  wholly  to  be- omitted 
in  a  review  of  this  kind.  Lawyers  by  profession, 
hard  workers  and  willing  to  work,  ready  ali*ke  with 
the  tongue  and  the  pen,  they  brought  their  zeal, 
their  industry  and  their  abilities,  on  this  occasion,, 
conspicuously  into  action.  Smith r  who  was,  at 
that  time,  a  member  of  Congress,  did  not  attend 
the  winter  sessions  of  the'  Convention.  Plumer 
continued  through  the  whole,  and1  shared  largely 
in  its  lalwrs.  It  would  become  others-,  better  than 
me,  to  say  whether  he  did  not  do  more  than  any 
oiher  member  of  that  Convention  to  give  form  and 
direction  to  its  most  important  proceedings.  On 
another  occasion,  and  in  a  different  form,  i  hope 
to  do  iustice  to  hL&serviccain  that  body,  as  well  as 
to  other  portions  of  hi?  public  life.  It  is-  sufflcie-nt 
here  not  to  have  omitted  his  name  in  this  list  of 
our  worthies.  I  have  said  that  the  noted  men  of 
our  generation  are  often  forgotten  in  the  next. 
This,  to  the  sons  of  ambition,  is  no  very  comforta- 
ble reflections.  Let  them,  however,  find  consola- 
tion in  the  thought  that  the  good  they  may  do  is 
not  lost  to  the  community.  When  able  and  patri- 
otic men  have  labored  to  the  extent  of  their  abili- 
ties, in  the  public  teihnce,  the  good  done  by  them 
remains  when  they  themselves  have  departed  ;  and 


we,  their  successors,  are  the  wiser  and  the  better 
for  their  labors,  even  though  we  may  have  lo6t,  in 
the  lapse  of  time,  the  very  names  of  our  early 
benefactors.  The  consciousness  of  having  render- 
ed such  service  is  the  highest  possible  reward 
which  any  public  man  can  possess  ;  and  the  repu- 
tation, great  or  small,  which,  in  so  doing,  he  may 
acquire,  is  altogether  subordinate  and  secondary 
to  that  higher  and  nobler  reward  of  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man,  in  the  up- 
right and  assiduous  diseharge-  of  high  public 
duties. 

Our  study  of  the-  Constitution  of  New  Hamp- 
shire would  be  incomplete,  if  we  did  not  draw  from 
it  some  of  the  lessons  whieh  it  teaches  as  to  the 
changes  of  opinion  on  questions  of  government 
which  have  occurred  in  New  Hampshire  within  the 
last  seventy  or  eighty  years,  as  shown  in  the  pro- 
ceeding of  these  conventions.  And  first,  as  to  re- 
ligion. There  was  no  provision,  either  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  1776  or  in  that  of  1779,  in  relation  to- 
the  support  of  religious  teachers.  In  that  of  1783, 
the  provision  adopted  was  the  same  as  that  con- 
tained in  the  present  Constitution.  There  was  no 
retigious  test  in  the  Constitution  of  1776.  In  that 
of  1779,  all  but  Protestants  were  excluded  from 
scats  in  the  Lcgisluture,  and  even  from  voting  for 
members  of  either  House.  This  was  modified  in 
the  Constitution  of  1783,  so  as  to  confine  the  ex- 
clusion to  certain  office-holders,*  leaving  the  right 


*{Pfote  by  the  Author.  The  Convention  of  1791  proposed  ite 
abolition,  and  a  majority  but  not  two  thirds  of  the  popular  vote 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  The  Convention  of  2850  twice 
proposed  to  strike  it  out ;  but  the  people,  on  both  occasions,  voted? 
to  retain  it  \ 

The  careful  student  of  the  history  of  the  Constitution  for  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  will  observe  that  when  the  paragraph? 
under  the  head  of  Senate  were  taken  up  for  consideration,  by  the; 
Convention  of  1791—92,  the  six  first  were  acted  on  separately, 
and  when  the  seventh  was  taken  up,  the  whole  of  the  paragraphs, 
under  that  head,  wererefe?red  to  a  committee  ;  so  that  this  ques- 
tion did  not,  at  that  time,  come  before  the-Convention  ;  but  when, 
the  paragraphs  under  the  head  of  "  Ilouse  of  Representatives," 
were  taken  up,  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "shall 
"  be  of  ttoe  Protestant  Religion,"  and!  the  vote  was  thirty-three  yeas 
and  fifty-one  nays-  There  were  one  hundred  and  nine  members* 
elected  to  the  Convention,  and  atl  attended  the  first  session  ex- 
cept John  Pickering  of  Portsmouth.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  the  negative  vote  was  rtat  a  majority  of  the  Convention^ 
When  the  committee  reported  the  amendments,  the '"Religious 
Test"  was  neither  inserted  in  thejifteenth,  relating  to  the  quali- 
fications of  a  Senator,  nor  in  the  twenty-fifth,  relating  to  the 
qualifications  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  both 
of  which  amendments  were  accepted  by  the  Convention,  but  re- 
jected by  the  people.  The  vote  on  the  former  was  two  thousand 
three  lsandred  for  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  aga.in©t  it  ;  oq 
the  latter,  two  thousand,  four  hundred  and.  six  for  and.  one  thoua- 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  against  it. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  Convention  of  179-1— 92.  the  "  Re- 
ligious Test"  wns-  incorporated  in  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee.  These  amendments  were  accepted  by  the  people,  by 
a  vote  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  two  for  and 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  against  them. 

The  result  of  the  effort  to  abolish  it  by  the  Convention  of  1S50, 
was  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six  yeas,  and 
twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  nays  ;  at  tho 
second  trial,  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  yeas, 
and  twelve  thousand  and  ninety-two  nays  ;  and  we  regret  to. 
say,  that  the  "  Religious  test"  still  disgraces  the  Constitution: 
of  the  State  of  N-ew  Hampshire.  W.  F.  (i. 


1868.] 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


183 


to  vote  without  any  religious  qualification  ;  and 
this  is  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  as  it  now 
standi-  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  exclusion 
of  Catholics  was  of  very  little  practical  importance 
at  the  time  when  it  was  first  proposed.  In  1779, 
there  were  not,  probably,  twenty  persons  in  the 
State  who  would  have  been  affected  by  it.  If  it 
be  asked,  then,  how  it  happened  that  this  religious 
test,  which  has  since  become  an  object  of  so  much 
enquiry  and  remark,  came  first  to  be  adopted,  we 
can  only  say,  in  the  absence  of  any  precise  or  pos- 
itive information,  that  it  was  no  d)ubt  owing,  in 
part  at  least,  to  the  old  Puritanical  dread  of  Po- 
pery. Our  fathers  looked,  as  indeed  many  of  their 
descendants  still  do,  upon  the  Pope  of  Rome  as 
anti-Christ,  and  his  priests  as  the  ministers  of  Sa- 
tan ;  men  alike  to  be  feared  and  abhorred.  For  a 
Catholic  to  burn  incense  on  the  altars  of  New 
England,  seemed  a  profanation  and  a  sacrilege  in 
the  land  of  the  Pilgrims.*  When  after  the  con- 
quest of  Canada,  the  British  government  gave 
some  privileges  and  immunities  to  their  Catholic 
subjects  in  that  Province,  this  act  of  justice,  (it 
would  hardly  be  called  liberality,)  excited  great 
complaint  in  the  Colonies,  as  if  the  Protestant 
religion  were  in  danger  from  this  toleration  ol 
the  Catholics. f  There  was  another  event,  how- 
ever, which,  occurring  about  a  year  before  this 
provision  in  the  Constitution  of  1779,  may  have 
been  the  more  immediate  occasion  of  its  introduc- 
tions, and  that  was  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France.     This   treaty,   regarded   with   doubt  and 


*Oh  yes  !  but  it  was  not  "  a  profanation  and  a  sacrilege"  to 
hang  nineteen  innocent  persons,  and  crush  one  to  death,  accus- 
ed of  the  crime  of  Witchcraft  ;  it  was  not  "  a  profanation  and  a 
sacrilege"  for  Cotton  Mather,  at  the  execution  of  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Burroughs,  one  of  the  victims,  to  mount  his  horse  and  harrangue 
the  multitude,  pursuading  them  that  no  harm  had  been  done  ! 
While  we  think  of  Mr.  Burroughs,  on  that  awful  occasion,  stand- 
ing on  the  ladder,  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  multitude 
weeping  at  his  feet,  and  the  Angels  of  Heaven  hovering  over  him, 
let  us  turn  our  thoughts,  using  the  poet's  licence,  to  the  scene 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have  unfolded  itself  when,  the  last 
breath  left  the  body  of  that  insensate  wretch — Mather  : 

"The  Gods  of  hell  the  awful  signal  heard, 

"  And,  thronging  round  the  lofty  gates,  appear'd 

"  In  various  shapes,  tremendous  to  the  view  ! 

"  What  terror  from  their  threatening  eyes  they  threw  ! 

"  Some  cloven  feet  with  human  faces  wear, 

"  And  curling  snakes  compose  their  dreadful  hair  ; 

"  And  from  behind  is  seen,  in  circles  cast, 

"A  serpent's  tail  voluminous  and  vast  ! 

"  A  thousand  Harpies  foul  and  Centaurs  here, 

'•  And  Gorgous  pale,  and  Sphinxes  dire,  appear  ; 

"Unnumhsr'd  Scyllas  barking  rend  the  air  -, 

"  Unnumber'd  Pythons  hiss,  and  Hydras  glare  ! 

'•  Chimeras  here  are  found  ejecting  flame; 

"  Huge  Polypheme,  and  Gsryou's  triple  frame  ; 

"  And  many  more  of  mingled  kind  were  seen, 

"  All  monstrous  forms,  unknown  to  mortal  men  ;" 

W.P.  G. 

}[tfote  by  the  Author.  The  Canada  bill  excited  great  fears 
among  the  Puritans  of  New  England.  Lieutenant  Spauldiog  of 
Dummerston,  Vermont,  having,  on  sun;  occasion,  called  the 
King  of  England  "the  Pope  of  Canada,"  was  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  treason  and  imprisoned,  October  twenty  eighth,  1771, 
at  Westminster  ;  but  was  rescued  by  a  band  of  patriots,  who 
opened  the  jail  and  carried  him  off  in  triumph  ] 


apprehension  by  many  true  patriots  as  bringing 
us  in  too  close  contact  with  that  power,  was  rep- 
resented, by  the  tories,  as  a  virtual  transfer  of  our 
allegiance  from  the  British  to  the  French  crown. 
Our  liberties,  they  said,  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
despotic  power  of  our  ancient  enemy,  and  our  re- 
ligion to  the  wiles  of  Romish  priests  and  the  ridi- 
cule of  French  philosophers.  Catholics,  on  the 
one  had,  and  the  disciples  of  Voltaire,  on  the  other, 
infidel  and  Jesuit,  a  host  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
an  army  witli  banners,  will  invade  the  land,  and 
the  religion  of  the  fathers  will  fall  before  the  acts 
and  the  arms  of  this  unbelieving  and  misbelieving 
band.  It  was  to  quiet  these  honest  fears,  and  to 
silence  this  unreasonable  clamor,  that  the  clause 
requiring  all  voters  to  be  Protestants,  afterwards 
altered  so  as  to  confine  it  to  certain  office  holders 
merely,  was  probably  first  introduced.  It  was 
broad  enough,  in  its  terms,  to  exclude  infidels,  as 
well  as  Catholics  ;  though  it  has  generally  been 
considered  as  applicable  to  the  latter  only.  It  is 
not  known  that  it  has  ever  been  applied  to  exclude 
any  person  elected  to  office  in  this  State  ;  but  it  is 
known  that  persons  have  held  office  in  this  State, 
to  whom,  in  the  full  latitude  of  its  expression,  it 
might  have  been  applied.  It  was  therefore,  from 
the  first,  and  is,  little  more  than  a  dead  letter  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  State. 

Though  the  article  respecting  the  support  of  re- 
ligious teachers,  remains  the  same  as  it  was  in  the 
Constitution  of  1783,  the  practice  under  it  has 
greatly  changed.  At  that  time,  the  minister  tax,  as 
it  was  called,  was,  in  most  if  not  in  all  our  towns, 
raised,  like  the  school  tax,  by  a  general  assessment 
on  all  the  inhabitants.  In  other  words,  it  was 
taken  for  granted  that  every  man  belonged  to  the 
Congregational  society  of  the  place  where  he  lived  ; 
and  he  was  taxed,  by  the  selectmen,  for  the  sup- 
port of  its  pastor,  unless  he  proved  that  he  belong- 
ed to  some  other  persuasion,  sector  denomination. 
The  number  of  such  sects  was  then  small  compar- 
ed with  the  present.  The  Quakers  were  a  known 
and  acknowledged  sect.  There  were  Baptists  in 
many  parts  of  the  State,  and  some  Univcrsalists; 
but  the  Methodists  had  as  yet  no  societies  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  many  subdivisions  of  the  larger 
denominations  were  then  unknown  among  us.  But 
as  the  people  became  more  divided  in  their  relig- 
ious opinions,  difficulties  on  this  subject  occurred, 
in  many  of  the  towns;  suits  were  instituted  in 
the  courts  of  law  ;  and  much  controversy  and  no 
little  ill  will  were  engendered,  till  what  is  called 
the  Toleration  Act  of  1819  removed  the  grounds 
of  complaint  by  providing  for  the  organization  of 
religious  societies,  with  power  to  assess  their  own 
members  only,  and  authorizing  all  persons  to  with- 
draw from  such  societies,  on  giving  notice  of  their 
intention  and  paying  the  assessments  due  on  them 
at  the  time  of  such  notice.  From  this  period,  relig- 
ious teachers  have  depended  for  their  support,  iu 
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this  State,  on  the  voluntary  contribution  of  their 
heirers,  as  the  tax,  even  when  it  assumes  that 
form,  owes  its  validity  entirely  to  the  consent  of 
the  party  paying  it. 

In  other  parts  of  the  Constitution,  proofs  of  the 
change  of  public  opinion  are  not  less  observable. 
The  Constitution  of  1776  provided  for  no  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive magistrate  :  that  of  1779  was.  in  this  re- 
spect, equally  defective  ;  that  of  1783  provided  for 
a  President  of  the  State,  indeed,  but  gave  him  lit- 
tle independent  power.  It  was  not  tilll  1792  that 
the  Executive  was  really  made  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  government.  The  Constitution  of  1850 
would,  if  adopted,  have  deprived  him  of  much  of 
his  patronage,  but  still  left  him  the  independence 
of  his  veto  power.  There  had  been  from  the  be- 
ginning a  great  jealousy  of  the  Executive.  Under 
the  Colonial  system,  the  Governor,  appointed  by 
the  King,  was  armed  with  such  extensive  prerog- 
atives as  justly  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  the 
people ;  and  they  could  not  readily  be  brought  to 
confer,  even  on  a  man  of  their  own  choice,  either 
the  name  or  the  authority  of  this  high  magistrate. 
The  veto  power,  which  from  its  apparently  anti- 
republican  character,  was,  at  first,  denied,  and,  in 
the  end,  with  difficulty  granted,  seems,  on  the 
whole,  to  have  established  itself  firmly  in  the 
public  favor,  from  a  feeling,  no  doubt,  that,  though 
the  expression  of  the  public  will  through  the  two 
Houses  may,  in  general,  be  safely  trusted  there,  it 
is  not  unwise  to  have  somewhere  else,  in  reserve,  a 
power,  not  to  be  often  used,  but  capable,  on  occa- 
sion, of  crushing,  for  a  time,  the  hasty  or  irregu- 
lar movement  of  the  popular  will. 

With  respect  to  the  appointments  to  offices  of 
trust  and  emolument,  the  Constitution  of  1776 
left  them  very  generally  with  the  Legislature  ;  that 
of  1783  gave  them  partly  to  the  people,  but  more 
to  the  President  and  Council  ;  that  of  1791  made 
but  little  change  in  this  respect ;  while  that  of 
1850  referred  them  almo.5t  wholly  to  the  popular 
election.  Again,  with  respect  to  property  qualifi- 
cations, the  earlier  constitutions  required,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  such  qualification  in  the  voteru,  and  a 
higher  one  in  the  candidates  for  office.  The  amount 
of  property  thus  required  was  reduced  in  the  suc- 
cessive constitutions,  and  in  that  of  1850  no  such 
qualification  was  required.  The  Senate  too,  in  the 
last  constitution,  was  placed  on  the  basis  of  num- 
bers :  and  not,  as  before,  on  that  of  property.  We 
see,  in  all  these  amendments,  the  gradual  advance 
of  the  democratic  principle  of  the  government  of 
the  people— of  the  whole  people  and  nothing  but 
the  people  ;  not  birth,  nor  landed  estate,  nor  local 
associations,  but  men,  numbers,  population  alone. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Constitution  is  that  "  all 
"government  of  right  originates  from  the  people," 
who  are  the  first  source  and  final  depository  of  all 
legitimate  power  in  the  State.  Yet  the  people  act 
onlv  through  certain  known  forms  and  established 


agencies.  They  can  make  laws  only  through  their 
representatives.  Those  representatives  can  pass 
such  laws  only  as  are  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution ;  because  there  is  another  power,  the  Judi- 
ciary, which,  if  they  transcend  their  rightful  au- 
thority, pronounces  their  acts  void.  Yet  tbe  pow- 
er of  the  people  rises  ultimately  above  all  these 
limitations.  If  the  Judges  are  obnoxious,  they 
can  be  removed,  on  impeachment,  or  by  address  of 
the  two  Houses  to  the  Governor.  If  the  Govern- 
or or  the  two  Houses  do  not  give  effect  to  the  pub- 
lic will,  new  ones  may  be  chosen  in  their  places. 
If  the  Constitution  itself  is  found  inadequate  to 
the  purposes  of  its  institution,  it  can  be  altered, 
amended  or  annulled  ;  so  that  the  people,  after 
all,  are  the  true  sovereigns,  yet  not  so  sovereign 
but  that  they  are  habitually  limited  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  power,  by  restraints,  self-imposed  in- 
deed, but  such  as  cannot,  at  once,  even  by  them, 
be  removed.  It  is  this  combination  of  liberty  and 
restraint,  of  unlimited  power  with  a  limited  use 
of  that  power,  which  constitutes  at  once  the  hap- 
piness and  the  safety  of  our  free  yet  regulated 
system  of  government.  To  it  we  are  largely  in- 
debted for  the  order,  the  safely  and  the  general 
prosperity  of  our  people. 

With  a  cold  climate  and  a  barren  sod,  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire  enjoy  as  large  a  share  of 
the  choicest  blessings  of  Heaven  as  falls  to  the  lot 
of  the  mass  of  men  in  any  country  whatever  may 
be  the  sun  over  their  heads  or  the  soil  under  their 
feet.  That  much  of  this  felicity  is  due,  under  the 
good  Providence  of  God,  to  the  wise  form  of  our 
government,  cannot  be  doubted.  Nor  is  less  due 
to  the  general  moderation  and  sobriety  of  our  char- 
acter as  a  people.  While  we  are  as  thoroughly 
democratic,  in  mv  habits  and  opinions  and  in  our 
general  train  of  thought  and  action,  as  the  people 
of  any  State  in  the  Union,  the  conservative  ele- 
ment of  our  character  is  not  less  strongly  develop- 
ed. For  nearly  sixty  years  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire  declined,  though  regularly  invited 
thereto  every  seventh  year,  even  to  call  a  Conven- 
tion to  revise  their  Constitution  ;  and  when  at 
length  one  was  convened,  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments laid  before  them,  they  refused,  with  an 
unanimity  which  surprised  all  parties,  to  change 
the  fundamental  law  under  which  they  had  so 
long  and  so  happily  lived  ;  choosing  rather  to  retain 
the  good  which  they  possessed  than  to  attempt  the 
better,  which  was  offered  indeed,  but  which  might 
fail  them  in  the  trial.  If  to  some  of  us  their 
course,  in  this  respect,  seemed  over-cautious,  yet 
all  will  agree  that  it  was  neither  rash  nor  pesump- 
tuous.  It  showed  that  no  blind  impulse  of  passion, 
no  love  of  change  for  the  sake  of  change,  had 
seized  on  the  public  mind,  and  that  here,  at  least, 
men  may  be  free  without  being  fickle  ;  strong  in 
the  consciousness  of  power,  and  yet  cautious  in  its 
use.    This  stability  of  temper,  this   indisposition 
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to  change,  speaks  well,  in  an  age  of  change  and 
revolution,  for  the  permanence  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. 

If  the  Convention  of  1850  has  produced  no 
other  beneficial  effect,  it  is  some  compensation,  at 
least,  for  its  labors,  that  it  has  satisfied  all  reason- 
able men  that  the  old  Constitution  cannot,  on  the 
whole,  be  a  bad  one,  since  this  grave  assembly  of 
the  wise  men  of  the  State  could  produce  nothing, 
in  its  place,  which  the  people  were  willing  to  ac- 
cept is  an  improvement.  If,  at  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent septennial  term,  another  Convention  should  be 
called,  we  may,  without  offence,  wish  for  them,  if 
not  more  wisdom,  at  IcaBt  more  success,  in  their 
undertakings.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be 
postponed  for  another  sixty  years,  our  grandchild- 
ren will  then  have  little  reason  to  complain  of  the 
Constitution  transmitted  to  them  by  the  patriots 
of  the  Revolution  ;  and  they  will  perhaps  be  ready 
to  repeat,  after  us,  the  prayer  that  nothing  worse 
or  more  defective  may,  at  any  future  day,  take  its 
place.  Eslo  perpetua  was  the  prayer  of  the  patri- 
otic monk,  Fra  Paolo,*  for  his  native  Venice.  Vain, 
in  that  case,  was  the  aspiration  of  the  patriotic 
heart.  The  Republic  of  Venice  is  blotted  Irom 
the  map  of  Europe  : 

•'The  spouseless  Adriatic  mourns  her  lord, 
And  annual  marriage,  now  no  more  renewed." 

Yet  in  the  face  of  these  mutations  of  time,  of 
time,  the  avenger,  the  destroyer,  the  renovator, 
we  will  pray,  and  we  trust  not  in  vain,  that  the 
union  between  New  Elampshire  and  her  present 
happy  form  of  republican  government  may  be 
perpetual ;  that,  not  bigoted  in  error,  she  may 
change  where  change  would  be  beneficial  ;  yet, 
steadfast  in  truth,  retain  firmly  the  good  which  she 
has  tried  and  not  found  wanting  ;  that  the  intelli- 
gence, the  enterprise  and  the  public  spirit  of  her 
hardy  sons  may  never  fail,  in  this  original  seat  of 
her  power  ;  and  that  6he  may  continue  to  send 
forth,  as  she  has  already  sent,  samples,  neither  few 
nor  doubtful,  of  her  talents  and  her  virtues,  men 
who,  while  they  distinguish  themselves,  may  reflect 
credit  on  the  State  of  their  nativity  in  every  region 
of  our  wide  extended  country ;  and  that  she  may 
add  to  these,  statesmen  and  rulers  worthy  of  her- 
self, and  filling  fitly  the  high  places  of  trust  and 
authority  in  the  seats  of  central  power  of  this 
great  and  growing  Republic.  More  than  this  we 
can  hardly  expect  even  of  New  Hampshire;  less 
for  our  beloved,  native  State,  we  would  not  willing- 
ly ask. 


*Paul  of  Venice,  whose  real  name  was  Pietro  Sarpi,  born  Au- 
gust fourteenth,  1552.  author  of  the  History  of  the  Council  of 
Trent,  published  in  London  in  1619.  He  died  January  fourteenth, 
1622.  W.  F.  G. 


IV.  — CONSTITUTION  FOR  NEW  HAMP- 
SHIRE PROPOSED  BY  THE  CONVEN- 
TION OF  1779. 

A  DECLARATION 

of  Rights,  and  Plan  of  Government  for  the  State  of 

New-Hampxhire. 

Whereas  by  the  tyranical  Administration  of  the 
Government  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Grcat- 
Britain,  this  State  of  New  Hampshire,  with  the 
other  United- States  of  AMERICA,  have  been  ne- 
cessitated to  reject  the  British  Government,  and 
declare  themselves  INDEPENDENT  STATES  ;  all 
which  is  more  largely  set  forth  by  the  CONTINEN- 
TAL CONGRESS,  in  their  Resolution  or  Declara- 
tion of  the  fourth  of  July,  A.  D    1770. 

And  whereas,  it  is  recommended  by  the  said 
Continental  Congress  to  each  and  every  of  the 
said  United- Slates  to  establish  a  Form  of  Govern- 
ment most  conducive  to  the  Welfare  thereof.  We 
the  Delegates  of  the  said  State  of  New-Hampshire 
chosen  for  the  Purpose  of  forming  a  permanent 
Plan  of  Government  subject  to  the  Revisaf  oj  our 
Constituents,  have  composed  the  following  Dec- 
laration of  Rights,  and  Plan  of  Government  ; 
and  recommend  the  same  to  our  Constituents  J  or 
their  Approbation. 

A  DECLARATION  of  the  RIGHTS  of  the  PEO- 
PLE of  the  STATE  of  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

First,  WE  declare,  that  we  the  People  of  the 
State  of  New-Hampshire,  are  Free  and  Indepen- 
dant  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 

Secondly,  We  the  People  of  this  State,  are  enti- 
tled to  Life,  Liberty,  and  Property  ;  and  all  other 
Immunities  and  Privileges  which  we  heretofore 
enjoyed . 

Thirdly,  The  Common  and  Statute  Laws  of 
England,  adopted  and  used  here,  and  the  Laws  of 
of  the  State  (not  inconsistent  with  said  Declara- 
tion of  Incependence)  now  are,  and  shall  be  in 
force  here,  for  the  Welfare  and  good  Government 
of  the  State,  unless  the  samo  shall  be  repealed  or 
altered  by  the  future  Legislature  thereof. 

Fourthly,  The  whole  and  iutire  Power  of  Gov- 
ernment of  this  State,  is  vested  in,  and  must  be 
derived  from  the  People  thereof,  and  from  no  other 
source  whatsoever. 

Fifthli/,  The  future  Legislature  of  this  State, 
shall  make  no  Laws  to  infringe  the  Rights  of 
Conscience,  or  any  other  of  the  natural,  unalien- 
able Rights  of  Man,  or  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
GOD,  or  against  the  Protestant  Religion. 

Sixthly,  The  Extent  of  Territory  of  this  State, 
is,  and  shall  be  the  same  whieh  was  under  the 
Government  of  the  Governor  John  Wentworth, 
Esq;  Governor  of  New-Hampshire.  Reserving 
nevertheless,  our  Claim  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  so  called,  situate  to  the  West  of  Connecti- 
cut River. 
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Seventhly,  The  Right  of  Trial  by  Jury  in  all 
Cases  as  heretofore  used  in  this  State,  shall  be 
preserved  inviolate  forever. 

A  PLAN  of  GOVERNMENT  for  the  State  of 
New-Hampshire. 

First,  The  State  of  New- Hampshire  shall  be 
governed  by  a  COUNCIL  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  be  chosen  as  hereinafter  mentioned 
and  to  be  stiled  the  General  Court  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire. 

Second,  The  COUNCIL  shall  consist  for  the 
present  of  twelve  Members  to  be  elected  out  of  the 
several  Counties  in  the  State,  in  Proportion  to 
their  respective  Number  of  Inhabitants. 

Third,  The  Numbers  belonging  to  each  Coun- 
ty for  the  present,  according  to  said  Proportion 
being  as  followeth,  viz. — To  the  County  of  Rock- 
ingham, five — to  the  County  of  Strafford,  two — to 
the  County  of  Hillsborough,  two — to  the  County 
ol  Cheshire,  two  — to  the  County  of  Grafton,  one. 

Fovrth,  The  number  for  the  County  of  Rock- 
Ingham,  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  here- 
after, but  remain  the  same  ;  and  the  Numbers  for 
the  other  Counties  shall  be  increased  or  deminish- 
ed  as  their  aforesaid  Proportion  to  the  County  of 
Rockingham  may  chance  to  vary. 

Fifth,  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
chosen  as  follows.  Every  Town  or  Parish,  choos- 
ing Town  Officers,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
Families,  and  upwards,  shall  send  one  Representa- 
tive to  each  hundred  Families  they  consist  of,  (or 
such  lesser  Number  as  they  please)  or  class  them- 
selves with  some  other  Towns  or  Parishes  that  will 
join  in  sending  a  Representative. 

Sixth,  All  other  Towns  and  Parishes  under 
the  number  of  one  hundred  Families,  shall  have 
Liberty  to  class  themselves  together  to  make  the 
number  of  one  hundred  Families  or  upwards,  and 
being  so  classed,  each  class  shall  send  one  Repre- 
sentative. 

Seventh,  The  number  of  COUNCILLORS  be- 
longing to  such  County  shall  be  ascertained  and 
done  by  the  General  Court  every  Time  there  is  a 
new  Proportion  made  of  the  State  Tax  which  shall 
be  onco  in  seven  Years  at  the  least,  and  oftener  if 
need  be. 

Eighth,  All  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  lawful  Age,  paying  Taxes,  and  professing  the 
Protestant  Religion,  shall  be  deemed  legal  voters 
in  choosing  COUNCILLORS  and  Representatives, 
and  having  an  Estate  of  Three  Hundred  Pounds 
equal  to  Silver  at  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence 
per  Ounce,  one  ball  at  least  whereof  to  be  real  Es- 
tate, and  lying  within  this  State,  with  the  Qualifi- 
cations aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected. 

Ninth,  The  Selectmen  of  each  respective  Town 
and  Parish,  choosing  Town  Officers  containing  one 
hundred  Families  or  upwards,  and  also  of  each 
respective   Class  of  Towns    classed    together  as 


aforesaid,  shall  notify  the  legal  Voters  of  their  re- 
spective Towns,  Parishes  or  Classes,  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  usual  Way  of  notifying  Town- 
Meetings,  giving  filteen  Days  notice  at  least,  to 
meet  at  some  conveniens  Place  on  the  last  Wed- 
nesday ot  November  annually,  to  choose  COUN- 
CILLORS and  Representatives. 

Tenth,  And  the  Voters  being  met,  and  the 
Moderator  chosen,  shall  proceed  to  choose  their 
Representative  or  Representatives,  required  by  this 
Constitution  by  a  Majority  of  the  Voters  present, 
who  shall  be  notified  accordingly,  and  a  Return 
thereof  made  into  the  Secretary's  Office,  by  tha 
firgt  Wednesday  of  January  then  next. 

Eleventh,  And  such  Representative  shall  be 
paid  their  Wages  by  their  Constituents,  and  for 
their  Travel  by  the  State. 

Twelvth,  And  in  the  Choice  of  COUNCIL- 
LORS each  Voter  shall  deliver  his  Vote  to  the 
Moderator  for  the  number  of  COUNCILLORS 
respectively  required,  with  the  Word  COUNCIL- 
LORS writen  thereon,  &  the  Voters  Name  en- 
dorsed to  prevent  Duplicity. 

Thir  eenth,  These  Votes  shall  be  6ealed  up  by 
the  Moderator,  and  transmitted  by  the  Constable 
to  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  County,  before  the  second 
Wednesday  in  December  next  following. 

Fourteenthr  And  the  said  Justices  of  the  In- 
ferior Court  shall  meet  together  on  the  said  second 
Wednesday  of  December  annually,  to  count  the 
Votes,  and  the  Persons  that  have  most  Votes  to 
the  Number  of  COUNCILLORS  required,  shall 
be  declared  duly  elected,  and  shall  be  notified  by 
the  said  Justices  accordingly,  and  a  Return  there- 
of shall  be  made  by  them  into  the  Secretary's 
Office   by  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  annual- 

Fifteenth,  And  in  Case  any  two  Persons  shall 
have  a  like  number  of  Votes,  the  said  Justices 
may  determine  the  Choice  in  Favour  of  which 
they  please. 

Sixteenth,  The  COUNCIL  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives so  chosen  and  returned  as  aforesaid, 
shall  meet  on  the  first  Weduesday  in  January  next 
after  their  being  chosen,  at  such  Place  as  the 
present,  or  future  General-Court  may  from  Time 
to  Time  appoint  ;  and  being  duly  sworn,  shall 
hold  their  respective  Places  until  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  January   then  next. 

Seventeenth,  The  COUNCIL  shall  choose  their 
President,  Vice  President,  and  Secretary  ;  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their 
Speaker  and  Clerk. 

Eighteenth,  The  COUNCIL  and  House  of 
Representatives  respectively,  shill  determine  all 
disputed  Elections  of  their  own  Members,  regulate 
their  own  Proceedings  ;  and  on  any  Vacancy,  or- 
der a  new  Election  to  fill  up  such  Vacancy. 

Nineteenth,     The  said    General-Court    elected 
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nnd  constituted  as  aforesaid,  ahall  be  invested  with 
the  Supreme  Power  of  the  State.  And  all  Acts, 
Resolves,  or  Votes,  except  Grants  of  Money,  Lands, 
or  other  Things,  may  originate  in  either  House  ; 
but  such  Grants  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  only. 

Twentieth,  The  said  COUNCIL  and  House  of 
Representatives  respectively,  shall  have  Power  to 
adjourn  themselves  from  Day  to  Day,  but  not 
longer  than  two  Days  at  any  one  Time,  without 
Concurrence  of  the  other. 

Twenty  first,  The  PRESIDENT  of  the  COUN- 
CIL shall  hold  public  Correspondence  with  other 
States,  or  Persons  ;  call  the  Council  together  when 
Occasion  shall  require;  and  with  Advice  of  three 
or  more  of  the  Council  shall  from  Time  to  Time 
call  the  General-Court  together  if  need  be,  before 
the  Time  they  were  adjourned  to  :  And  also  poiut 
out  the  principal  Business  of  their  Session. 

Twenty-second,  The  Military  and  Naval  Power 
of  the  State  shall  be  regulated,  and  all  proper 
Officers  thereof  appointed,,  as  the  Legislature  by 
Law  shall  direct  from  Time  to.  Time. 

Twenty-third,  The  Judges  of  the  Superior  and 
Inferior  Courts,  Judges  of  Probate,  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty, Judge  of  the  Maritime  Court,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Attorney-General, 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  and  Delegates  to  the  CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  said  General  Court,  and  commissionated  by 
the  President  of  the  Council. 

Twenty-fourth,  The  Appointment  of  Registers 
of  Deeds,  County  Treasurer's,  Clerks  of  Courts, 
Registers  of  Probate,  and  all  other  Civil  Officers 
whatsover,  not  before  mentioned,  shall  be  regulat- 
ed by  the  Laws  that  now  are,  or  that  hereafter 
may  be  enacted. 

Twenty -fifth.  All  Civil  Officers  of  the  State, 
phall  be  suitably  compensated  by  Fees  or  Salaries 
for  their  Services. 

Twenty-sixth,  No  Member  of  the  General- 
Court  shall  be  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  or  In- 
ferior Court,  Judge  or  Register  of  Probate,  or 
Sheriff  of  any  County,  or  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
or  Attorney-Gen&ral,  or  Delegate  at  the  CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

Twenty  seventh,  And  no  Member  of  the  Coun- 
cil, Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  or  Sheriff,  shall 
hold  a  Commission  in  the  Militia,  Army,  or  Navy 
of  this  State. 

Twenty-eighth,  No  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  hold  any  salary  under  the 
Government. 

Twenty-iiinth,  The  President  of  the  Council 
with  Advice  of  Council,  may  grant  Reprieves  not 
longer  than  six  Months,  but  the  General-Court 
only  shall  have  Power  to  pardon  Offences  against 
the  State. 

Thirtieth,  A  Quorum  of  the  Council,   and   a 


Quorum   of  the   House  of  Representatives,  shall 
consist  of  a  Majority  of  each  House. 

Thirty-first,  This  DECLARATION  of  RIGHTS, 
and  PLAN  of  GOVERNMENT,  shall  have  the 
Force  of  Law,  and  be  esteemed  the  fundamental 
Law  of  the  State. 

Thirty-second ,  The  General-Court  shall  have 
no  Power  to  alter  any  Part  of  this  Constitution  : 
In  case  they  should  concur  in  any  proposed  Altera- 
tion, Amendment,  or  Addition,  the  same  being 
agreed  to  by  a  Majority  of  the  People,  shall  be- 
come valid. 


STATE   OF   NEW-HAMPiniRE. 

In  CONVENTION,  June  5th,  1779. 

Voted,  THAT  the  foregoing  BILL  of  RIGHTS, 
and  Plan  of  Government,  be  printed,  and  dis- 
persed throughout  the  State,  for  the  People  there- 
of, to  give  their  Opinion  thereon. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Thornton,  and  Colonel 
Bart  left,  be  a  Committee  to  get  this  Plan  of  Gov- 
ernment printed,  and  transmit  two  or  more  Copies 
of  the  same  to  each  and  every  Town,  Parish  and 
Place  in  this  State,  to  whieh  Precepts  for  this 
Convention  were  sent,  and  publish  the  same  in  the 
New-Hampshire  News-Papers. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several 
Towns,  Parishes,  and  Districts  in  this  State,  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  same,  are  dcsirebV  to  notify  and 
warn  the  legal  Inhabitants  paying  Taxes  in  such 
Town,  Parish,  or  Place,  to  meet  at  some  suitable 
Place  therein,  giving  them,  at  least  fifteen  Days 
notice,  for  She  Purpose  of  taking  said  Plan  under 
Consideration  ;  and  make  return  of  the  Number 
of  Voters  present  at  such  Meeting,  a-nd  how  many 
voted  for  receiving  said  Plan,  and  how  manv  for 
rejecting  tne  same,  unto  this  Co7iveution  at  Con- 
cord in  this  State,  on  tho  third  Tuesday  in  Sep- 
tember next. 

By  order  of  the  Convention, 

JOHN  LANGDON,  President,  P.  T. 
E  Thompson,  Secretary. 

EXETER  ;  Printed  by  Zcchariah  Foide,\"V. 


V.— THE   "SQUAMSLOT  PATENT"   IN  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE,  A  PURITANICAL  HUMBUG. 
I. 

\Fronx  the  iVeiO  Hampshire  Jrchives*] 

To  the  Honorable  the  LeP  Gouernor,  Councell 
and  Representatiues  Conuened  iu  Uenerall  assem- 
bly 

We  the  subscribers  hereof  inhabiting  in,  and 
about  swamseot  not  Lying  in  any  Township  and 
Liuing  att   a  Considerable  distance  from  the  Pub- 


*This  is  with  tut  date.     Perhaps  it  should  be  1605.    See  Ftirm- 
er's  Belknap's  History  of  Now  Hampshire,  page  1S4,  note. 

W.9.  Q. 
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lique  .worship  of  God  not  hauing  the  benefitt  of 
i  istructing  our  Youth  besides  many  other  great  in- 
conuenianees  which  we  Labour  under,  Being  now 
by  the  prouidence  of  God  att  peace  in  ourseuerall 
Dwellings  and  being  no  Less  then  thirty  fiue  fam- 
ilies all  well  disposed  to  maintain  the  Publique 
ministry,  and  defraying  of  all  other  necessary 
Charges  to  the  best  of  our  abilities  and  hopcing  that 
within  a  little  time  we  shall  enCrease  to  a  far  more 
Considerable  number  Doe  most  humbly  Pray  that 
your  Honours  would  Please  to  settle  and  Confirm 
us  the  seueral  Inhabitants,  Extending  from  Wheel- 
wrights Creek  downwards  to  Sandy  Point  as  a  dis- 
tinct Township  of  our  seines  Impowering  all  euch 
offices  among  us  as  your  Honours  in  your  great 
wisdome  and  Prudence  Shall  judge  most  meet:  we 
Crave  Leaue  to  Subscribe  Your  Honors 
Most  humble  and  most  obedient  Seruants 

Andrew  Wiggin  Sener 

Isaac  Cole 

Simon  Wiggin 

Andrew  Wiggin  inn 

Thomas  Vesy 

Bradstreet  wiggin 

William  french 

nathaniell  Wright 

Jonathan  Wiggin 

Thomas  Read  » 

Tho  Wiggin 

wllliam  moore  sener 

william  mooe  Juner 

©era  reuels  his  mark 

george  uasay 

thomas  powel  X  his  mark 

Richard  Emnds  (?) 

Jonathan  norreis 

Mark  Stacy 

Richard  morgan  Sener  X  his  mark 

James  Rundlet 

Charles  Rundict 

Sam11  Leanett  Sener 

Wm  Searaon 

X  his  mark 

Samuell  Leauett  Junr 

Stephen  England 

Edward  maery  X  his  mark 

thomas  Speld  sener  X  his  mark 

Richard  morgan  X  his  mark 

II. 

To  the  Ilonble  Geo :  Vaughan  Esq  L*:  Govr:  & 
Command7:  in  chief  of  his  majesties  Prov.  of  N. 
Hamr)r:  &  to  his  MajUes  Council!  of  ye  Prov  :  afore- 
said 

The  Petition  of  his  majtics  good  subjects  sundry 
the  Inhabitants  of  yc  town  of  Exeter 

Most  humbly  Sboweth 

The  greit  hardship  &  Ineonuenienee  which 
we  (yor  Hon1  Petitioners)  are  made  the  Subjects  of 
by  a  late  ordr:  from  this  IIont'e  Board  (Viz'.)   y*: 


all  ye  inhabitants  of  exeter  to  yc  eastw3:  of  wall 
Creek  line  should  be  Joyned  to  ye  parish  of  green- 
land  in  answer  to  a  Petition  Presented  by  Mr  Josh  : 
Weeks  Subscribed  by  sundry  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Exeter  aforesd  praying  to  be  added  to 
ye.  Sd  Parish  of  Greenland,  for  that  we  y°  Subscri- 
bers who  are  on  ye  east  Side  of  Sd  line  never  had 
any  knowledge  of  S"1  Petition  till  after  twas  pre- 
sented &  then  not  Seasonably  enough  to  Counter 
Petition  before  ye  ordr: 
May  it  Please  yor  Honr 

We  have  once  &  aorain  Petitioned  to  be  made 
a,  township  y';  is  ye  Inhabitants  of  Swampscutt 
Patent  w\  of  we  are  Some  and  Intend  one  address 
more  to  yor  Hon'  on  the  Same  head  ;  tho'  were  that 
nothing  at  all  we  cannot  but  represent  to  yor  Honr 
the  great  hardship  we  labour  ur.d\  on  ace':  of  y* 
ordr:  aforesd  in  as  much  as  there  is  a  majr:  numb' 
y'  never  knew  of  S4  Petition  that  are  Joyned  to  y' 
Parish  of  Greenland  by  y"  ordr  made  upon  it)  than 
those  y' Signed  it— whereupon  We  cannot  but 
humbly  pray  for  a  Counter  Ordr:  to  the  Order 
aforesd  at  least  for  so  long  a  time  as  till  both  parties 
may  have  a  hearing  wch  will  be  a  Plain  means  to  a 
finall  determination  of  the  matter.  However  all 
is  Submitted  to  yor  Honr.  by  yor  Honr  Most  ob\: 
SeiT" 

Andrew   Wiggin 
Thomas  Wiggin 


Jonathan  Wriggin 
Will™  French 


Jan1*  4th  1715-6 


HI. 


To  his  Honour  George  Vahan  Esq'  Leiueaten' 
Gouerner  and  eommunder  in  cheiff  in  &  ouer  his 
Majesties  prouienc  of  NewHampshir  in  New  Eng- 
land &  to  his  Majesties  honoured  Counsell  for  s1 
province  we  the  Inhabitance  of  Quamescuk  :  pat- 
ent humbly  sheweth  the  very  bad  Cercomstances 
we  lay  under  br  reason  of  our  great  distance  from 
the  publick  Worship  of  God  and  having  No  beni- 
fitt  of  any  school  Not :  with  :  stand  :  ing  we  have 
ever  paid  our  proportion  to  the  school  of  Exeter : 
and  are  now  by  the  prouidence  of  God  increased 
to  such  an  Number  as  we  hope  we  are  able  of  our 
selves  to  maintain  a  Minister  &  a  School  &  other 
town  charges  as  shall  nesiservly  fall  upon  us, 
with  our  proportion  of  publick  asesments  There- 
fore we  your  petitioners  doe  humbly  pray  that 
your  Honours  would  pieas  to  set  us  of  from  all 
other  towns  and  parishes  and  grant  us  a  township 
by  our  selves  &  bound  us  as  followeth  Vize  begin- 
ing  at  sandey  point  bounding  on  Exeter  river  Vntill 
it  cornea  unto  Wheelrights  creeks  mouth  &  from 
thence  upon  a  southeast  Line  three  mills  into  the 
land  &  from  6d  sandy  point  to  run  three  mills  into 
y"  land  upon  a  south  east  lines  with  an  line  accord- 
ing to  ye  sd  patent  which  will  be  greatly  to  f  he  joy 
&  satisfaction  of  your  petitioners  whose  names  are 
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under  writen,  We  your  petioners  doe  further 
huuibiy  beg  leave  to  inform  your  honors  of  our  ill 
eonveanences— being  laid  sume  times  to  one  town 
&  sume  times  to  another  &all  waves  a  great  dis- 
tanc  from  the  publick  Worship  of  God,  with  sub- 
notion we  would  pray  your  honors  to  consider 
■which  is  most  reason  whether  Those  men  which 
lay  near  Greenland  should  joyn  with  us  your  pe- 
tioners or  all  we  availl  to  them  ;  we  submitt  to 
your  honors  pleasure  :  Dated  this  tenth  day  of 
January  Inst  ::  17I« 

Simon  Wiggin  Thomas YViginsJum? 

Andrew  Wiggin  John  Wiggins 

Thomas  Vezey  Danilt  Moody 

W  illiam  French  John  Mason 

Jonathan  Wigins  John  Searll 

Moses  Leavitt  Juner  James  Ken  is  ton 

Richard  Galley  Richard  crockitt 

Stephen  England  John  Satchel 

John  Ilahiford  John  Sinkler 

William  Powel  Joseph  Mason 

Owen  Runals  sener  Samuel  Piper 

Owen  Runals  Juner  Gilles  Brier 

James  Palmer  Thomas  Toms 

Fdward  Masercy  John  Pett 

Benjamin  Palmer  Thomas  Brier 

Moses  Rallins  William  Scamon 

Aaron  Rallins  Satchel  Rundlitt 

James  Robinson  Jonathan  Clark 

Sam"  Green  Nathanill  Folsham 

Edward  Fifeld  Richard  Morgan 

Thomas  Rallins  Nathnnill  Stevens 

David  Robison  John  Robarts 

Joseph  Railing    -  James  Doutey 

Arthur  Benitt  Daniell  Leavitt 

Joseph  Hoitt  Abraham  Stockbridge 

John  Mead  John  Jones 

mathew  Tomson  Widow  Leavitt 

William  More  Isarel  Smith 

George  Veazey  Benja  Leavitt 

Thomas  Wigins  ?enr 

IV. 

To  ye  honorable  George  uaighen  Esqr  LeP  Gou- 
crnor  and  Commander  of  his  maigistvs  prouince 
of  new  hampehar  and  The  honoUo  CounSell  now 
Sitting  at  porchmouth  the  petition  of  us  whose 
names  are  under  written 

humbly  Sheweth 
that  w haras  your  petitioners  are  Informed  that 
your  honors  Intend  to  incorporate  that  tract  of 
Land  Called  the  pattand  into  a  township  within 
the  Senter  of  which  your  petitioners  now  dwills 
we  your  pett ionere  haue  euer  been  of  opinion  and 
now  are  well  aSured  that  the  peopell  Inhabting 
within  ye  Limits  aboue  Sd  are  not  Capiable  of  Sup- 
porting Sueh  a  towne  Charg  as  will  be  ncdfull 
neaithcr  did  we  cuer  Sine  aney  Such  petition  nai- 
ther  dare  wc  presume  So  to  doe  unless  we  Should 
deSine  the  ruining  of  our  familyes  by  Remouing 


of  from  thes  Small  tracts  of  Land  we  are  now  Set- 
tiled  upon  we  thaie  fore  pray  your  honnors  that 
we  may  Continue  aS  we  are  untill  beter  Inabled 
to  perform  Such  a  Charg  Lest  men  mock  us  and 
Saye  those  men  haue  Laid  a  foundation  before  thay 
haue  Considered  thay  ware  not  able  lo  finnish  it 
and  we  your  retishere  that  haue  neuer  ConSentcd 
to  petetion  to  be  a  towne  Shalt  euer  pi  ay  whilst 

James  Sinkler 
bengiman  Gonea 
James  Rundlit 
Jonathan  norris 
Ithiall  Smith 
AbrahamStocbrig: 
John  Speed 
daniel  Smith 
Jethrew  parSon 
Ebnezer  foulsham 
Joseph  Lurans 
phillop  Spendcloa 
Thomas  Sped 
John  Clark 
Ephieham  Leu?t 
Baeniemen  taylor 
Samueall  leauitt 
And  we  your  honors  petioners  whos  names  are 
under  written  who  unadui^edly  and  without  Con- 
sideration Sined    the   petistion   that  a  towenship 
mite  be  granted  hauing  Sence  beter  Considered  of 
that  matter  are  Sencible  of  our   unaduisedncs  and 
inabrillity  to  performe  such  a  Charge  a  must  nes- 
sesily  follow  upon  our   being  a  townd  Ship  nnles 
we  hnpouerish  our   familyes  and   f'rely   reagoine 
with  the  first  abue  subscribed  peteti>>nrs  And  that 
we  may  not  be  a  towend   Ship  for   the  a  for  S1  Re 
Sons  Inabled  to  bare  Such  a  Charg  and  your  peti- 
Sonrs  Shall  euer   Acknowiidg  your  honours  fafore* 
herein  And  Subscribe  our 

Selues  your  honours  dutifull  and   obedient  !^ir- 
uents 

Isllell  Smith 
Joseph  hoyt 
bengiman  Leu  it 
mathew  tomSon 
Sachill  Rundlit 
nathanill  fbulSoni 
bengiman  palmer 
mary  Leuit    widow 
Jan  14th  1715-6 


To  his  Excellency  Jonathan  Belchier  E>qT  Cap'. 
Generall  &  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  hia 
MajJ™8  Province  of  Newhampshire,  and  the  Honb* 
His  Majtiis  Councill  for  Said  Province 

The  humble  Petition  of  Henry  Sherbuin  Esq\ 
Ephraim  Dennet  Eeqr.  Joshua  Pierce  E*qr  and  Mr 
William  Cotton  for  themselves  ond  others  a  Com- 
mitte  for  the  Dividing  tlie  the  Common  land  of 
the  Town  of  Portumouth  In  behalfe  of  the  Propri- 
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etors   of  the  Said  Common  Land,  Moet  humbly    Dispute  happened  till  since  the  Grant  to  the  Tovn 
Sheweth —  |  of  btrethaoi  as  afore  Said  :  In  running  tbe  Bounds 

That  in  the  yeare  1696  The*,  was  at  a  legal!  of  which  according  to  tbe  Said  Charter  (at  the 
Town  Meeting  held  at  Portsmouth,  A  vote  Pas:  West  End  of  the  Wiggan"s  Grant)  by  an  advan- 
for  the  Dividing  the  Common  Lands  of  the  Said  tage  of  a  Southerly  Turn  of  Exeter  River  tbe 
Town  amongst  the  then  Inhabitants  and  persons  .  euath  bounds  of  Stretham  (against  tbe  Wiggan'a 
as  a  Cjmmitte  for  Doing  tbe  Same  then  appointed  Grant  is  fower  miles  Terry  neare  :  upon  a  south 
and  from  Time  to  Time  Continual  of  which  Com1"  East  point)  at  tbe  West  End  of  Portsmouth  Bounds, 
the  abjve  are  the  Major  Part.  Winch  Committees  (  and  they  C'laime  That  Land  Between  the  Charter 
from  Time  to  Time  ever  since  (when  not  obstruct-  :  lme  and  the  afore  S4  Wiggans"s  Right  and  so  to  a 
el  by  the  Indian  Warr)  has  Continued  to  lay  out  gore  at  the  Easterly  End,  and  say  that  it  was  Con-" 
the  ^aid  Comon  lands  to  all  such  as  had  Right,  tirm'd  to  tbem  By  Virtue  of  the  Grant  by  Liu\ 
u  I  8  aeh  Rights  Quietly  Enjoyed,  untill  the  yeare  Governor  Vaughan  to  Stretham  afore  said  :  Which 
of  our  Lord  1716  :  Sir.ee  Which  yeare,  Sundry  of  notion  has  and- Do's  govern  moch  with  our  Coun- 
tbe  Proprietors  of  the  Comon  land  about  Green-  try  Juries.  So  that  those  persoas  that  Bare  their 
land  adjoining  to  the  Tjwn  of  Streatbam  have  been  Comon  Rights  laid  out  Between  the  lines  afore 
Molested  and  hindered  from  Improving  their  Rights,  gaid  are  in  a  perpetual  Corrfroversie  &  Law  Suits 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  of  Stretham,  and  For  Remedy  Whereof — 

Severall  Law  Suits  Commenced,  which  is  the  Cause  Your  Petitioners  for  themselves  and  the  others 
Great  Trouble  i  Chargos  tc,  all  which  happens  of  their  Society  as  a  Comittee  and  in  beni  He 
by  the  Misaplring  the  Grant  or  Charter  of  the  the  Pro[rrietors  of  the  Comon  land  of  Portsmouth 
Town  of  Stretham,  as  y  Petition1  humbly  presums  )Jost  humbly  prays  your  Excelleoey  k  the  Hon**. 
— which  they  humbly  Sheweth  happens  as  hereaf-  the  Councilc,  Tnat  as  tbe  Grant  for  the  Town  of 
tcr  Exprest  Siretham  was  made  only  By  that   Hon' Board: 

on  tbe  10-  day  of  January  171  o-10  :  Sundry  jaat  an  Explanation  be  made" of  Stretham  Charter 
persons  Calling  themselves  the  Inhabitants  of  (that  as  Wee  humbly  presume)  that  this  Board 
Squainscot  Partent,  (Tho  there  never  was  arry  such  ;n  tv,at  Grant,  Did  not  attale  medle  or  pretend  to 
Patient*)  Petitioned  the  HoniJe.  George  Vaughan  alter  the  Right  of  tbe  Soiie,  ami  also  wee  pray 
Esq'.  Then  L'Ien;  GovernorandComander  InChiele  that  tbe  H  jjt  Board  would  also  appint  a  Comittee 
in  and  over  this  Province  of  Newbampshire  to  be  0f  Jndiferent  persons  to  Run  the  Dividirg  line  fcte- 
Set  off  a  Township:  and  therein  preseribs  bounds  :  tween  Porumouth  and  tbat  Deed  of  Thomas  Wig- 
The  said  Lieu'-.  Governor  with  tbe  advice  of  his  oans  Esq?  to  hiss**  Andrew  Wiggans:  Tbe  Town 
Maj^*  Couneill  Did  on  tbe  twenty-,  day  of  March  haviB2  no  Dispute  beyownd  tbe  Bounds  of  that 
then  next  following  Grant  the  Petition  and  Gave  Deed  which  Deed  is  Conformable  to  tbe  Patten  of 
them  a  Charter  according  to  the  bounds  prescribed  Edward  Hilton  and  associates  af  jre  said  and  jour 
(with  the  Exceptions  of  fower  famiUies.  as  by  the   petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Snail  ever  pray  &c 


Charter  may  be  Seen 

Now  those  persons  tbat  Called  themselves  the 
Inhabitants  of  Squamscot  Patent.  Did  live  upon  a 
Tract  of  land  that  its  usually  Said  Was  Granted 
by  the  Councill  of  Plim'.  Do  "one  Eiw':  Hilton  and 
his  associate  three  Miles  into  the  Country  from  tbe 
Maine  River  Going  up  to  Exrter,  and  as  such  the 
Towns  Round  about  acknowlidged  them  and  none 
Ever  Interfered  or  Claimed  within  tbe  three 
miles  fpjm  the  Maine  River  South  East  into  the 
Coantry,  and  tbo  all  this  land  fell  within  the  aun- 
tient  bounds  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  yet  the 
Town  Voted  that  three  miles  that  mr.  Andrew  W  ig- 
gans  Claimed  Should  still  be  to  him  4:  hiE  he:r=  &:■. 
And  tbe  Grand  fathar  of  the  familly  of  the  pres- 
ent Wiggins  (upon  the  marriage  of  Son  to  the 
Daughter  of  Got"  Broadstreet)   made 


Hen  Sherburne 
Eph*  Dennet 
Joth :  Pierce 


Pjrtswouth  Janr 


1733-4 


VI.— RIOT  AT  EXETER,  W.  H.  IN  1734. 

IFrom  tkr  Stye  Hxmptkirt  Council  Record**] 

Pro  :  of     }  at  a  Council  held  at  tbe  Council 
I  Chamber    in    Portam'    thursday 
M.  Hampr      j  apr.  25  :  1734— 
Present 
His  Hon  David  Dunbar  Esqr  L:  G:t" 
Geo  Jaffry  Rich-  Waldroo  Josh*  Peirce   Joth' 
Deed  of   Odi ome  Benj*  Gambling  J  os  Sherburne  Eph  Den- 


Gift  of  that  part  of  the  Said  Uiltons  patent  which  net  Ellis  Huske  Esq71 

he  Claimed  (being  three  miles  square)  and  Called  jp;g  non^    tne   Lt  Gorr  acquainted  the  Board 

It  squamscut,  tbe  Bounds  of  which  Deed  was  only  tha:   he  had    formerly    Informed  the  Council  that 

three  milaa  South  East  from  Exetet  River,  and  no  be  waa  Insulted  bv'an  unknown  number  of  ann"d 


This  effectually  answer*  tbe  request  in  the  jpr  hgiiio  Hts- 
nu:iL  ssd  G£5£iL0;iCiL  ateisrta,  Yoiaro*  tweet j- -three,  page 
313,  m  regard  to  u  J*  Patent  of  e^aacpott*."  W.  f .  G. 


'  We  regret  to  state  that  the  VohBDe  from  which  thii  was  cop- 
ied, a  few  yean  lic-ce,  if  casting  from  the  Archireo  of  the  suit 
rf  Now  Hampshire.  w    f   0. 
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men  at  Copyhold  Millf  in  Exeter   who  in   Several    VII. DANIEL      GOODWIN    OF     KITTERY, 

rarts  of  the  woods  near  the  Said  Mill  fired  many 
Small  Shot  and  hollowed  &  Shriekd  from  place  to 
place  w*  intent  as  he  imagind  to  terrify  any  person 
from  meddling  with  or  removing  y'  Boards  &  Joyce 
there  cut  out  of  picked  logs  Since  which   he   had 


MAINE,  IN  1652,   AND  SOME  OF  HIS  DE- 
SCENDANTS. 

[From  the  Town  Records  of  Kittery,  Maine.) 

Dec.  10th  1052,  Granted  and  lotted  out  l»v  the 
hired  ten  men  to  go  to  the  Said  Mill  in  order  to  Selectmen  for  Kittery  uuto  Daniel  Goodwin  his 
Pile  the  S*.  Boards  In  Seperate  Piles  &  mark  them  neirp  or  n^Vng  for  eVer  a  lott  of  land  on  the  fol- 
with  r  broad  arrow  but  that  at  the  House  of  Capt  i0„.jno.  Marsh  jovning  Barnard  Squires  lott  South- 
Sam1.  Gilmans  at  Exeter  the  Said  hired  men  at  ab'  war(j  and  bounded  with  a  fresh  gutt  of  water 
9  or  10  oClock  at  night  on  y*.  221  Instant  were  Xorth  and  so  backward  bv  the  breadth  of  four  and 
violently  assaulted  beat  &  abused  by  a  Great  Comp'  twentv  poles  until  fiftie  be  Completed. 

of  men  armd  w*  Clul)s  &  Staves  to  the  number  of       „    "  ,    ,  ,      al    o  i  _i.ni  r 

,  .    nr,        ,       .,        a-j  c,         j  i      Granted  by  the  Select  Lownsmen  t< 

abt.  30  as   by  the  affidavits  on  file,  and  moreover 

that  the  Boat  wcb  was  Impress'1  &  hired  in  y*.  Same 

Service  was  Cut  to  Pieces  our  Sail  Stolen  away  & 

the  mast  Cut  down  &  the  other  Sail  cut  to  peice6, 


To  the  value  of  forty  pounds  and  further  that  his 
Honr  Supposed  there  was  a  Conspiracy  ag''  his  life 
from  the  Testmony  of  Mr  Grcele  wch  Says  he  was 
told  by  Sam  Oilman  three  natick  Indians  were 
hired  to  kill  y°  L"  Gov  &  Mr  Atkinson   the  Depo 


by  the  Select  Townsmen  for  Kittery  un- 
to Daniel  Goodwin  his  heirs  or  assigns  for  everTen 
acres  of  meadow  where  he  can  find  it  about  a 
pond  called  by  the  name  of  Willcox  his  pond  or 
else  where  provided  it  be  in  no  former  grant  before 
this  By  me  Humphrey  Chadbourn  Clerk 
July  15.  185G 

June  y*  :  24_i  1659 — Granted  unto  Daniel  Good- 
win his   heirs   or   assigns   for   ever   Ten   acres  of 


nent  Greele  w:hom  his  Hon'  was  wont  to  take  with  Swamp  or  Marsh  where  he  can  find  it  provided  it 

him  to  his  assistance  in  his  travels  as  at  large  ap-  be  in  no  former  grant,  five  acres  or  thereabouts  he 

pears  bv  V  Said  Depositions  on  file,  and  again  his  hath  discouered  y«  uper  end  of  Humphry  Chad- 

Honr  Inform4  the  Board  that  as  he  was  present  at  bourns  Meadow  on  y=  further  Side  of  y  pond  com- 

the  Examination  of  this  affair   at  Exeter  &  y'  y"  monly  known  by  y*  name  of  obonnibesie  pond  and 


three  Exeter  Justices  vis1  may.  Oilman  &  Col".  Gil 
man  &  maj.  King  gave  him  reason  to  believe  by 
their  backwardness  to  Examine  &,  by  their  Excus- 


ye  other  five  acres  hath  made  Improvement  on  near 
unto  York  pond — 

Mav  ve  28_  1670—  Lave*  out  unto  Daniel  Gocd- 


ing  y'  matter,  that  they  had  some  knowlege  in  the  win,  a  hundred  acres  of  Land  on  the  North  Side 

aflair,  &  therefore  proposed  they  Should  be   sent  y'  pond  a  hundred  &  Sixty  rods  long  North  East  and 

for  &  Examined   before  the  Council. — His  Hon7:  by  east,  and  a  hundred  and  fine  rods  broad   there 

likewise  proposed  y*  Issuing  a  Praclam*.  w4.  a  re-  being  an  high  way  between  it  and  y*  pond  and  an 

ward  for  detecting  y'.  Persons  that  had  been  guilty  high  way  of  two  rods  wide  between  it  an  J  John 

of  y*  Crimes  before  mentioned  and  offer  to  advance  Gattinsby's  line  with  allowance  for  Some  Small 

j*  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  in  case  the  General  pieces  of  Marsh  lving  within  it,  Laydoat  by  John 

Assembly  at  their  first  meeting  dont  See  meet  to  VYincoll  Thomas  Wills.  Entred  March  y'  11. 1670. 

refund  it  as  to  what  hie  Honr.  has  proposed  in  re-  March  ye  4d.  167'*—  Lavd  out  and  Measured  un- 

gard  to  the  Examination  of  this  aflair  before  the  to  Danief  Goodwin  his  Lot  of  upland  Marsh  and 

Council,  The  Council  Say  this  they  abhor  k  detest  Swamps  containing  Sixty  nine  acres  lving  a  hun- 

the  thing  in  their  Souls,  and  are  Earnestly  SjIici-  dred  SistT    £ight   rods   in   Length,   bounded  with 

tous  that  the   truth  may  be  bro't  to  light   &  the  Thomas  Spencers  Land  on  y'  South   and    y<    high 

Trespasers  punish'd  according  to  their  deserts  yet  way  to  York  on  y'  North  and  ml  Hutchinsons  Land 

it  ii  their  opinion   that   the  Examination  of  the  on'r  wegt  and  COIUon  Land  on  the  East  it  being  in 

matter  appertains  to  Justices  of  ye.  peace  &  not  to  the"  place  called  Sluts  corner.* 

the   Council  as  to  the  Issuing  a  proclamation  the  >f      ,   ,n    1A-a  0      »#__.  „»  „„j  s-j  ^.,l  .,_ 

,,,         ..  0      ......        •   •    °.,   r    ,    .           i  •  March  10.  loiO-'J.     .Measured  and  laid  out  un- 

Council  Say  it  is  their  opinion  that  that  appertains         n     .  ,  ,,      ,.      p .    ,  .    __,   .  _f  -— _  „„,.„  „r 

j.    .L    /•     .       ^          j,   •     ,u'  c  e    l      c       j     .  to   Daniel  Ooodin   Sen  .  ti is  grant  ot  nltv  acres  ot 

to  the  Govr  a6  Comand'.  in  Chief  &  therefore  dont  ,      ,  ,       .       t\~»-                         ....  r  ii^J»fk     v:-i 

,  ....     •  ,         ,  .        ,         ,.         T  a      r-    ,  i  land  bearing  Date                         as  tolloweth — \  \z 

advise  to  it  without  his  order — Geo.  Jatirv  Lsq   &    .,  .  .     »   .    °    _    „    .     ,  ^  . .  ^r  ,  .    , ,  __    . 

r  jT      •       n    .  j     i                  .<            ,     , ,  .l  i  thirtv  &  two  acres  at  y*  east  end  ot  his  land  on  y" 

Joah*.  peirce  E-qr.  dont  agree  to  the  annr.  ab'  tb  , 

proc'.am*  &  desire  it  may  be  Entered 


North  of  James  Emerys  house  Lott  a  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  poles   in    length   east  and   west  and 


^Copyhold  Mill,  says  H03.  Charles  H.  Bell  of  Exe  er,  New  forty  poles  in  breadth  north  and  South  and  bound- 
Hampshire,  is  situated  on  the  Exeter  river,  ia  what  is  now  Krent-  I  -^  J_  „<  Ea§t  with  V'  hill  of  rocks,  also  eighteen 
woid.  some  six  or  seven  miles  from    Exeter   by    the   road.     It  is  •  .    .,  »  t-..  ,,       ,.  ,     ^x-      ., 

just  above  the  Jewells  bark  mill   auJ  perhaps  a  mile  above    acres  more    laid  out  to  y*  S1  Goodin    on   the  .North 
Crawley's  falls.  w.  F.  G.       east  Side  of  Moses  Srencers  fiftie   acre  lot   at  pipe 


•Slut's  Corner"  was  in  Hurlo's  field.  Mart  Earle  lived  near. 
Richard  Lord  once  owned  the  field.  It  was  on  the  main  road  to 
Eliot,  South  East  and  about  one  half  mile  frvm  Captain  Ichabod 
Goodwin's  house.  W.  F.  O. 
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Stave  hill  a  hundred  and  Twenty  pole  in  length 
northwest  from  the  river  and  twenty  and  four  pole 
in  breadth  Northeast  &  Southwest 

per  me  John  Wincoll  Surr. 

This  above  return  was  found  among  my  fathers 
pepers  this  11th  Septemb1.  1705  per  me  Charles 
Frost— 

A  true  Copie  of  ye  originall  Transcribed  and 
eom pared  Septembr  1 1 .  1705* 

per  me  Jos.  Ilamond  Cler — 

Granted  to  Thomas  Goodden  fiue  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  May  16,  1694. 

Kittery  Aug",  y*.  29.  1701-  Measured  and  laid 
out  to  Thomas  Gooden  Eighteen  Acres  of  land  by 
Goodin  So,  accepted,  it  being  part  of  his  grant  of 
twenty  five  acres  that  was  given  him  May  ye  16  : 
1694. "bounded  on  the  west  Side  of  the  great  works 
river  and  is  laid  out  in  three  particular  pieces,  two 
of  which  is  only  two  points  thst  is  as  is  accounted 
about  half  a  mile  above  ye  2.  logging  Shulters  at  a 
place  called  Nediguttaquid  which  two  points  con- 
tain two  acres  and  are  about,  10,  poles  distant, 
bounded  by  mark  trees — the  third  piece  take^  its 
beginning  at  a  Small  white  oake  tree  marked  on 
four  Sides  that  Stands  on  y°  bank  by  y°  afored  tree, 
about  half  a  mi  e  above  little  river  as  the  way  goes 
to  y"  aforesaid  Logging  place,  And  from  Sd  tree  on 
a  W.  S.  W  line  twelve  poles  then  N,  N,  W,  fiftie 
Six  poles,  the  N,  N,  E,  to  yc  river  Sixty  poles  and 
is  marked  on  all  Sides  but  the  river,  wh  river  is  the 
Easternmost  bounds  of  sd  land. 

Nicholas  Gowen  Survr.  of  Kittery 

A  true  Copy  of  the  originall  Transcribed  and 
compared 

Nov.  10.  1701  per  Jos  :  Hamond  Cler. 

Measured  and  Laid  out  to  Thomas  Goodwin 
Seven  acres  of  Land  being  part  of  20  acres  of  Land 
granted  unto  him  May  10:   1694. 

Nov.  21.  1706. 

May  16  :  1694 — Granted  unto  William  Goodden 
five  and  twenty  acres  of  land 

May  10'\  1703.  Granted  to  William  Gooden 
thirty  acres. 

Decembr  16  :  1709,  Measured  &  Laid  out  to  Wm 
Gooden  fifty  five  acres  of  land  one  grant  given  him 
by  the  town  of  Kittery  May  16  :  1694,  of  five  & 
Twenty  acres  Another  grant  given  him  by  sd  town 
May  10  :  1703  of  thirty  acres  &  begins  about  a  mile 
above  ye  place  known  y*  beaver  dam  Meadow  which 
was  given  to  Benjamin  Nason  &  John  Cooper  &  it 
Lyes  on  a  mast  way  begining  at  a  pine  Eastward 
from  sd  way  about  twenty  poles  &  North  west 
Ninety  four  poles  then  Southwest  Ninety  four  poles 
then  South  East  Ninety  four  poles  then  North 
East  Ninety  four  poles  bounded  w'h  comons  on  Ev- 
ery Side 

per  Daniel  Emery  Surv'. 

A  true   Copie  of  y'  Original  Transcribed  and 


Compared  March  7th :  1709-10     per  Jos.  Ilamond 
Clerk 

May  16  :  1794,  Granted  unto  Daniel  Goodden 
Junr  twenty  acres  of  land 

May  24,  1699,  Granted  to  Daniel  Gooden  Junr. 
thirty  acres 

May  10.  1703  Granted  to  Daniel  Goodin  Junr 
fiftie  acres 

Kittery  June  ye  3d.  1702  :  Then  Measured  and 
laid  out  to  Daniel  Goodwin  Senr.  twenty  eight 
acres  and  one  hundred  forty  four  Rods  it  being  in 
part  of  a  grant  of  land  of  fifty  acres  given  him 
Moses  Spencer  in  the  year,  1671,  which  land  be- 
longs to  •  ye  afores4  Goodwin  by  a  Deed  of  Sale 
bearing  Date  Deccmbr:  ye  18th  1674,  as  appears 
on  Record,  and  is  bounded  according  to  y6  bounds 
mentioned  in  Sd  Deed,  which  land  is  reputed  to 
have  been  laid  out  by  Cap'\  Wincoll  and  begins  at 
a  parcel  of  Small  Maple  trees  marked  on  four  Sides, 
which  trees  Stands  at  the  river  Side  on  ye  North 
Side  of  great  work  river  and  is  a  little  below  a 
place  called  the  great  Eddy*. 

per  Nicholas  Gowen  Survr. 

A  true  Copie  of  the  Originall  Transcribed  and 
compared  the  31.  Noverv:br  :   1702. 

per  Jos.  Hamond  Clerk 

May  :  16  1694 — Granted  unto  Moses  Goodden 
Twenty  acres  of  land 

May  24th.  1694,  Granted  to  Moses  Gooden  thirty 
acres. 

May  10th.  1703— Granted  to  Ensign  Thomas 
Gooden  thirty  acre. 

Kittery  November  the  21"  1706.  Measured  and 
laid  out  to  Moses  Goodwin  fifty  acres  of  Land 
granted  May  10.  1703  and  to  Thomas  Goodwin 
Seven  acres  of  Land  being  part  of  20  acres  of  land 
granted  unto  him  May  16  :  1691— and  to  James 
Ferguson  fiftie  acres  of  land  granted  unto  him  May 
20  1703— The  whole  of  the  above  sd  Seuerall 
grants  contains  four  hundred  and  Saven  acres  of 
land  and  lyes  all  of  it  in  one  Square  piece  of  land 
and  takes  its  beginning  about  thirty  or  forty  poles 
below  the  Logging  house  or  Wigwam — that  Wil- 
liam Grant  and  Thomas  Goodwin  and  Daniel  Good- 
win &  Joseph  Hodsden  kept  in  the  last  winter  be- 
ing the  yaar  1705  the  logging  season  begining  at 
a  Maple  Tree  and  running  from  thence  Southeast 
and  by  South  one  hundred  and  Saventy  two  poles 
to  a  Birch  tree  mark'  by  a  little  Crook  And  from 
the  afores4  Maple  tree  below  the  houses  and  Burch 
tree  last  mentioned  the  above  said  tract  of  land 
runs  Northwest  and  by  east  in  Length  three  hun- 
dred and  Ninety  poles,  the  overplus  for  convenient 


*The  "  great  Eddy"  ii  about  one  and  a  half  mile  above  "  Great 
Works"  Mills,  on  the  Great  Works  river — A  gang  of  saws  having 
b. en  established  there  at  an  early  period,  gave  the  river  that 
name.  W.  F.  Q. 
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highways  the  above  s'1  tract  of  land  lies  near  Sal- 
monfalls  little  river  above  the  nine  Notches. 

By  me  William  Godsoe,  Surveyer. 
A  true  Copie  of  the  originall  Transcribed  and 
compared,  Nover.  29'h  170G. 

per  Jos  :  Ilamond  Cler. 

[Daniel  Goodwin  married,  first,  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Spencer  of  Battery,  Maine  : 
secondly,  Mrs.  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Sanders, 
and  widow  of  Peter  Turbet.  After  Turbet's  death 
in  1G61,  she  was  courted  by  Robert  Elliot,  and 
this  courtship  was  entered  into  with  so  much  fer- 
vency and  earnestness  that  the  marriage  was  con- 
sidered certain.  Accordingly  Elliot,  as  being  the 
sure  future  husband  of  the  widow,  was  appointed 
administrator  on  Turbet's  estato.  But  the  Court 
Records  show  that,  in  July,  1772.  "  Whereas 
"  former  administration  was  granted  Robert  Elliot 
"  on  Peter  Turbet's  estate,  deceased,  in  relation  to 
11  his  marrying  the  said  Turbets  widow,  which  he 
"  not  doing,  the  said  administration  is  null,  and 
"  this  Court,  from  the  desire  of  said  Peter  Turbet's 
"  widow,  grants  administration  to  his  son  John." 

In  1679,  Daniel  Goodwin,  planter,  conveyed 
land  to  his  daughter,  Mrs  Daniel  Stone,  and  also 
to  his  son,  Daniel.  In  1G83,  he  conveyed  land,  in 
the  parish  of  Berwick,  town  of  Kittery,  Maine, 
to  his  sous,  Thomas  and  James.  In  1797,  he  con- 
veyed land  to  his  sons,  William  and  Moses,  bound- 
ed on  the  head  of  the  land  belonging  to  his  son, 
Daniel. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Goodwin  was  admitted  to  the  church 
in  Berwick,  in  April,  1703,  and  called  a  widow. 
At  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  founders  of  that 
church,  June  fourth,  1702,  is  the  name,  Daniel 
Goodwin. 

Daniel  Goodwin,  Jr.  was  born  in  1656,  as  he 
stated  in  a  deposition  in  1686,  that  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age.  In  July,  1674,  he  wa3  presented  at 
the  County  Court  "  for  being  overtaken  with 
"  drink  "  October  seventeenth,  17S2,  he  married 
Ann,  daughter  of  Miles  Thompson.  In  1721,  he 
■was  chosen  Deacon.  August  twenty -seventh,  1724, 
he  was  voted  a  Ruling  Elder,  and  September  fifth 
following,  ordained.  He  made  his  Will  April, 
twelfth,  1726,  which  was  probated  May  twelfth, 
1726,  in  which  he  mentioned  his  children,  Daniel, 
Miles,  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  James,  Thomas,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Hodsdon,  Amy,  Sarah,  and  Mrs.  Ann 
More. 

William  married  Deliverance,  daughter  of  John 
Taylor.  He  made  his  Will  April  twenty-sixth, 
1713,  in  which  he  mentioned  his  children,  Moses, 
William,  John,  James,  Adam,  Taylor,  Margaret, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  Mary. 

Moses  made  his  Will  April  first,  1726,  which 
was  probated  May  twelfth,  1726,  in  which  he 
mentioned  his  wife  Abigail,  and  his  children,  Mar- 
tha, Patience,  Mary,  Abigail,  Phebe,  Elizabeth, 
Hist.  Mao.     Vol.  IV.  13. 


Margaret,  Moses  and  Aaron.  The  farm  in  South 
Berwick,  Maine,  now  occupied  by  Mark  F.  Good- 
win, Esquire,  wag  the  "  homestead  "  of  Moms, 
and  is  undoubtedly  the  same  given  him  by  hie 
father  Daniel,  senior,  in  1697. 

I  cannot  find  that  either  Thomas  or  James,  the 
other  two  sons  of  Daniel,  senior,  made  a  will. 
Mr.  Willis  has  committed  a  grave  error  in  his 
"History  of  the  Law,  the  Courts  and  the  Lawyers 
oj  Maine,''  page  685,  by  saying  that  Capt.  Icha- 
bod  Goodwin  "  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Goodwin, 
the  first  emigrant  of  the  family  to  the  ancient 
town  of  Berwick,  who  came  to  this  countrv  in 
1660."  Daniel,  the  grandfather  of  Captain  Icha- 
bod  Goodwin,  was  in  Kittery  in  1652. 

Thomas  married  Mehitable  Plaisted  of  Berwick, 
ab  we  learn  from  the  papers  of  the  late  John  G. 
Locke,  Esquire,  of  Boston,  now  in  possession  of 
Colonel  Nathaniel  Goodwin  of  Framingham,  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  descendant  of  Christopher  Goodwin 
of  Charlestown,  in  1648.  The  children  of  Thornaa 
and  Mehitable  were  :  Thomas,  born  July  twelfth, 
1697;  Ichabod,  born  June  seventeenth,  1700. 
Moses  Cooper,  Esquire,  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire, 
born  in  Berwick,  September  twenty-seventh,  1787, 
says  that  li is  grand-father,  John  Cooper,  marritd 
a  sister  to  Captain  Ichabod  Goodwin,  whose  first 
husband  was  an  Abbot,  and  that  Thomas  Good- 
win, who  married  Elizabeth  Butler,  December 
second,  1722,  and  James  Goodwin,  who  married 
Margaret  Wallingford,  were  brothers  to  his  grand- 
mother, and  that  another  sister  married  a  Mr. 
Shapleigh  of  Eliot.  Among  the  heirs  who  claimed 
the  township  of  land  which  now  constitutes  the 
town  of  Shapleigh.  Maine,  and  which  belonged  to 
Major  Nicholas  Shapleigh,  was  General  Ichabod, 
son  of  Captain  Ichabod  Goodwin,  who  was  admit- 
ted to  rights  of  Proprietor.  Doctor  James  Scam- 
mon  Goodwin  of  Portland,  Maine,  grand  son  of 
Captain  Ichabod,  says  there  was  another  sister 
who  married  a  Mr.  Davis.  On  the  church  records 
of  Berwick  may  be  found  these  three  baptisms  : 

"March  14,  1707s,  Olive,  Daughter  of  Tho  : 
"  &  Mehitable  Goodin." 

"  June  18,  1710.  Mary,  the  Daughter  of  Tho  : 
"  &  Mehitable  Goodin." 

'•  May  20,  1716,  Bial  the  Daughter  (!)  of 
"  Mehitable  Goodin,  own1  the  Covenant  and  was 
baptised  " 

It  was  a  pleasant  morning  in  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1869,  that  I  strolled  away  from  the  Ho- 
tel at  South  Berwick,  Maine,  to  find  the  home- 
stead of  Captain  Ichabod  Goodwin,  who  com- 
menced life  in  1729,  as  a  black-smith,  anJ  become 
the  most  distinguished  man  that  ever  lived  in  that 
town.  I  was  not  long  in  finding  the  old  mansion. 
My  grand-father,  Joseph  Goodwin,  hid  gladly 
sought  shelter  beneath  its  roof  when  an  orphan, 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  especially  interesting  to 
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me  to  take  such  a  ramble.  I  found  it  occupied  by 
Professor  lchabod  Goodwin,*  one  of  the  beet  belles- 
lettres  scholars  Bowdoin  College  ever  conferred 
her  honors  upon.  His  wife  was  Sophia  Elizabeth, 
the  accomplished  daughter  of  the  late  Judge 
Hayes  of  South  Berwick,  with  a  heart  and  cour- 
age strong  enough  for  any  fate.  With  them  resid- 
ed "  Aunt  Sally,''  born  in  1786,  grand-daughter  of 
Captain  lchabod.  1  spent  the  most  of  the  day  in 
and  about  the  old  mansion.  Near  by  is  the  old 
grave-yard,  in  which  1  found  four  grave-stones, 
Bide  by  side,  with  the  following  inscriptions  : 

James  Goodwin, 
Son  of  Mr  Thomas 

&  M™  Eliza™ 

Goodwin  Aged.  1 

Year4M°&4D' 

Decd  July  21"  1736. 

Mary  Goodwin, 
Dau'  of  Mr 

Thomas  &  M" 
ElizTH  Goodwin, 

Aged  3  Years 

&  4  M°  Decd 

July  18.  1736 

Mrs  Mehi  table 
Goodwin 
i 

Humphrey  Goodwin 

Soa  of  Mr  lchabod 

&  M"  Eliz™  Goodwin, 

Aged  1  Year 

&  8  M°  Dec4 

AugT  26,  1736 

The  grave-stone,  with  simply  "  Mrs.  Mehitable 
Goodwin  "  inscriped  upon  it,  was  evidently  erect- 
ed long  before  the  others.  It  was  so  sunken  into 
the  earth  that  I  had  to  dig  it  out  before  I  could 
read  the  inscription.  The  story  of  the  captivity  of 
Mehitable  Goodwin  of  Berwick,  by  the  Indians, 
March  eighteenth,  1689  '90,  as  narrated  by  Mather 
in  his  Magnolia,  and  quoted  by  Belknap  in  his 
History  of  New  Hampshire,  volumn  first,  page 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  is  familiar  t»  all  read- 
ers of  that  history.  She  was  a  captive  five  years 
in  Canada,  and  then  returned  to  Berwick,  Maine. 
The  name  of  Ensine  Thomas  Goodwin  appears  on 
the  town  records  of  Berwick,  in  1703  and  1707. 
His  wife's  name  was  Mehitable.     They  sold  land, 


♦Since  writing  the  above  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Proftssor  lchabod  Goodwin  has  reached  us.  He  died 
in  South  Berwick,  December  seventh,  1869,  leafing  a  widow  and 
one  son.  He  was,  after  graduating,  a  Tutor  in  Bowdoin  College. 
He  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Goodwin  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Wallingford.  Two  brothers,  both  graduates  of  Bowdoin  College, 
survive  him,  John  Wallingford  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  and  An- 
drew, at  Mobile,  Alabama,  both  distinguished  Civil  Engineers. 
'  W.  F.  G. 


May  twentieth,  1713,  to  Daniel  Goodwin,  and 
both  signed  the  deed.  These  were  the  parents  of 
Captain  lchabod  Goodwin. 

The  farm  at  South  Berwick,  Maine,  on  which 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Goodwin  is  said  to  have  resided 
when  captured  by  the  Indians,  is  now  occupied  by 
George  S.  Goodwin,  boh  of  James,  and  his  wife, 
Sophia  S.  Hanson  ;  grand-eon  of  Samuel  and  his 
wife,  Betsey  Keays ;  great-grand-son  of  Captain 
James,  and  his   wife,   Sally   Griffith  ;  and  great- 

freat-grand-son  of  Thomas  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
llizabeth  Butler.  The  family  residing  on  that 
farm  claim  to  be  the  descendants  of  Mrs.  Mehitable 
Goodwin,  captured  by  the  Indians. 

Captain  lchabod  Goodwin  married  Elizabeth 
Scamraon.  Their  children  were  as  follows  :  Han- 
nah, born  July  twenty-fourth,  1730,  married  Tris- 
tram Jordan  ;  lchabod,  born  August  Seventeenth, 
1732,  died  in  infancy ;  Humphrey,  born  Decem- 
ber twenty -fifth,  1735,  died  August  twenty-sixth, 
1736  :  Mary,  born  January  twenty- fourth,  1737, 
married,  first,  Foxwell  Curtis  Cutts ;  secondly, 
Rev.  John  Fairfield ;  lchabod,  born  February 
twenty-third,  1739,  died  in  infancy  ;  Dominicus, 
born  April  twenty-fonrth,  1741,  married,  first, 
Hannah  Hill,  secondly,  Mrs.  Betsey  Perkins; 
lchabod,  born  May  fourteenth,  1743,  married 
Mary  Wallingford ;  Samuel,  born  August  seven- 
teenth, 1745,  died  unmarried ;  Elizabeth,  born 
December  twenty-fifth,  1748,  died  unmarried ; 
Sally,  born  April  twenty-first,  1754,  married,  first, 
Temple  Hight,  September  twenty-fourth,  1772  ; 
secondly,  Rishworth  Jordan.  On  the  Berwick 
Town  records  is  the  following  publishment  : 

"  1771,  May  25th  DocT  Ivory  Hovey  &  Miss 
Sarah  Goodwin  published  postpond  by  order  of 
Miss  Sarah  Goodwin." 

Captain  lchabod  Goodwin  was  in  Colonel  Pre- 
ble's regiment  of  Provincials,  and  was  wounded 
July  eighth,  1758,  at  Ticonderoga.  We  learn 
from  the  London  Magazine  that  he  was  especially 
mentioned  in  Major  General  Abercromby's  Report 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt.  The  battle  lasted  more 
than  four  hours,  with  a  loss  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four  regulars  killed,  twenty-nine  missing, 
and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
wounded ;  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
Provincials  killed,  eight  miBeing,  and  two  hundred 
and  thirty  nine  wounded. 

The  children  of  lchabod  Goodwin  and  his  wife 
Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Wallingford 
of  Somersworth,  New  Hampshire,  were  :  lchabod, 
married  Anna  Tompson  ;  Thomas  died  unmarried  ; 
Betsey  died  of  consumption,  aged  sixteen  ;  Abigail 
married  her  cousin,  William  Hight;  Mary  died 
unmarried  ;  Hannah  married  Josiah  W.  Seaver ; 
Andrew  married,  first,  Betsey  Tompson,  secondly 
Betsey  Wallingford  ;  Sarah,  born  November  ninth, 
1786,  living  unmarried,  "still  jolly;"  Olive 
Elizabeth,  died  aged  two  years ;  Dominicus,  grad- 
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uate  of  Dartmouth  College,  died,  engaged  to  be 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Lang;  James  Scammon, 
phjsician  in  Portland,  Maine,  married  Hannah 
Gookin. 

The  children  of  Dominicus  Goodwin  and  his 
wife.  Hannah  Hill,  were  :  Samuel,  married  Anna 
Gerrish  ;  Betsey,  married  General  William  Frost  ; 
Dominicus,  married  Peggy  Lord  ;  Jordan,  married 
Sally  Hill ;  Hannah,  died  in  infancy  ;  by  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Mrs.  Betsey  Perkins,  nee  Littlefield,  he- 
had  :  John,  married  Agnes  Rogers  ;  Hannah, 
manied  William  Thomson  ;  Ichabod,  died  unmar- 
ried ;  Daniel,  married  Mary  Pray  of  New  York ; 
Sally,  died  unmarried. 

The  children  of  Samuel  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Anna  Gerrish,  were  :  Ann  Thompson,  living  un- 
married ;  Ichabod,  Ex-Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, married  Sarah  Parker  Rice  ;  Joseph  Ger 
rish,  married  Frances  Hobbs,  daughter  of  William 
Hobbs  of  Berwick  ;  Samuel,  residing  in  Green- 
ville, Penn,  ;  Hannah  Jane,  married  Colonel  Love 
Keay;  Mary  Elizabeth,  died  unmarried,  Decem- 
ber, 1867,  and  was  buried  on  the  homestead  farm 
in  North  Berwick,  Maine,  which  is  now  owned  hy 
Ex-Governor  Ichabod  Goodwin  of  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire  :  Sarah  Elliot,  married  William 
Hobbs,  eon  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Hobbs  of  North 
Berwick,  Maine  ;  Olive  Jordan,  residing  in  North 
Berwick,  on  the  "homestead,"  with  her  sister, 
Ann  T.;  Daniel  Raynes,  President  of  Pcnnsylva- 
ma  University,  married  Mary  Merrick  of  Hal- 
lowell,  Maine. 

When  a  pupil  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel 
Raynes  Goodwin  above  named,  he  would  frequent- 
ly say  to  me,  '•  can  you  tell  me  now  the  name  of 
your  great-great  grand  father  of  Berwick,  Maine  ?" 
If  he  will  read  this  article  he  will  learn  that  1  can. 
May  I  not  be  allowed  to  ask  the  learned  Doctor  ot 
Divinity  when  he  first  learned  that  Daniel  (signifi- 
cant name)  Goodwin  of  Kittery,  Maine,  in  1652, 
was  his  American  ancestor  ? 

The  children  of  Thomas  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Butler,  were  as  follows  : 

Elisha,  baptized  October  ninth,  1726. 
Thomas,  baptized  October  ninth,  1726. 
Olive,  baptized  July  twenty-eighth,  1728. 
Moses,  baptized  October  twenty-seventh,  1728. 
Elizabeth,  baptized  September  sixth,  1730. 
Mary,  baptized  April  fifteenth,  1732-3. 
James,  baptized  April  twentieth,  1735. 
James,  baptized  May  fifteenth,  1737. 
Daniel,  baptized  August  nineteenth,  1738. 

Mrs.  Anna  Burroughs,  widow  of  Joseph  P. 
Burroughs  of  Lebanon,  Maine,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Goodwin  and  his  wife,  Anna  Hodgsdon,  says  her 
grandfather  was  Elisha  Goodwin,  brother  to  Capiain 
James  Goodwin  who  married  Sally  Griffith,  and 
that  he  was  killed  at  South  Berwick,  Maine,  by  a 
log  rolling  over  him.     She  was  born  December 


seventeenth,  1787,  at  Legro's  Corner  in  Lebanon. 
I  visited  her  October  fifteenth,  1860,  and  found  her 
at  her  looms  weaving.  She  told  me  her  grand- 
father Goodwin's  children  were  :  Elisha,  married 
Hannah  Sharklcy  ;  Daniel,  the  father  of  Jeremiah 
Gosdwin  so  long  Register  of  Deeds  for  York  Coun- 
ty, Maine;  Jeremiah,  married  Mary  Remick; 
Thomas,  married  Anna  Hodgsdon  ;  Sally,  married 

Johnson  ;  Mehitable,    married,    first, 

Thomas  Goodwin,  secondly,  Amos  Gordon  of  Bid- 
deford,  Maine ;  Olive,  married  Alexander  Mc- 
Gooch  ;  Betsey,  married  William  Chadwick.  She 
said  also,  "  I  shall  be  eighty  two  years  old  the 
seventeenth  day  of  next  December.  I  can  spin  ten 
skeins  of  yarn  in  a  day,  by  the  light  of  the  sun.  I 
am  now  weaving  6ix  yards  of  cloth  five  quarters 
wide,  daily.  When  I  was  eighty  years  of  age  I 
spun,  in  ten  months,  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  skeins  of  yarn,  and  wove  five  hundred  and 
twenty-five  yards  of  cloth." 

John,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Deliverance  Taylor,  married,  June  twelfth,  1715, 
Patience  AVilloughby.  Their  children  were,  prob- 
ably, John,  Jr.  ;  Willoughby,  married  Lydia 
Knox,  and  resided  in  Somersworth,  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  Joseph,  born  June,  1724,  married  Eliza- 
beth Warren;  Henry;  Nathan,  married  in  Ber- 
wick, and  settled  in  Argyle,  Nova  Scotia  ;  Martha, 
William  and  Noah. 

Joseph,  who  married  Elizabeth  Warren,  was  a 
ma6on  by  trade.  He  resided  in  Berwick,  where 
his  children  were  born,  viz  :  Nathan,  May  third, 
1746;  Patience,  1747;  Joseph,  December  nine- 
teenth, 1740  ;  Nehemiah,  bapt'zad  February  six- 
teenth, 1752.  He  subsequently  settled  at  Little 
Falls  in  Biddeford,  Maine,  where  he  died.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  married  David 
Young,  Jr.,  of  Biddeford,  Maine,  August  fifth, 
1761,  and  settled  in  Limington,  Maine.  She  died 
May  fourteenth,  1796.  After  the  death  of  their 
father,  the  children  returned  to  Berwick. 

Nathan  shipped  on  board  the  Schooner  "  Barba- 
does,"  Henry  Adamson  Commander,  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  July  thirteenth,  1772,  to 
go  to  Barbadoes,  thence  to  Philadelphia,  thence 
back  to  Portsmouth.  He  was  discharged  Decem- 
ber third,  1772.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  sailed  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 
March,  1778,  in  the  "  Randolph,"  commanded  by 
Nicholas  Biddle.  He  says,  also,  in  his  Journal 
now  before  me  : 

"  Feb  5.  1778  I  sailed  on  a  Cruse  The  Eight 
"  day  was  taken  The  Eight  Day  of  March  arrived 
"  at  Rhode  island 

"  April  15  Sailed  for  old  england  May  13 
"  arived  at  Spit  head  in  Said  Kingdom  then  was 
"put  on  board  of  a  ninty  gun  Ship 

"  Sept  28  was  Commit  to  prison  Called  fortan 
"  prison 

"  July  4  1779  broke   prison   the   Eight  got  to 
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"  france  by  Crossing  the  Channel  in  a  Small  open 
"  boat  the  whole  number  in  Said  boat  was  nine." 

He  learned  the  shoe-maker's  trade  with  Wil- 
liam Warren  of  Berwick,  and  married  his  daugh- 
ter, Sally.  Their  children  were  Betsey,  Hannah, 
Esther,  Nehemiah  and  Sarah,  born  in  Berwick  ; 
and  Benjamin,  Nathan,  Edmund,  Hiram,  and 
AVilliam,  born  in  Shapleigh,  Maine.  He  moved 
from  Berwick  to  Shapleigh,  January  nineteenth, 
1785,  and  settled  on  "  Hubbard's  Ridge."  He 
was  Treasurer  of  the  town  five  years,  and  one  of  the 
Selectmen  fifteen  years.  His  wife  died  July  thir- 
ty-first, 1795.  Ho  married,  secondly,  Mrs.  Hul- 
dah  Estos,  nee  Frost,  November  nineteenth,  1801. 
He  died  December  fifteenth,  1831  ;  she  died  De- 
cember sixteenth,  1832.  The  farm  on  which  he 
resided  is,  perhaps,  the  best  in  what  is  now  Acton. 
His  grandson,  Oliver  Goodwin,  Esquire,  resides  on 
it. 

Joseph,  Jr.  after  the  death  of  his  father,  lived 
in  Berwick,  in  the  family  of  Captain  Ichabod 
Goodwin,  his  grandfather's  cousin.  March  six- 
teenth, 1774,  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Buxton,  Maine,  and  built  a  log-cabin  ;:  and  Feb- 
ruary fifth,  1777,  thirty  acres  more,  adjacent,  on 
Letter  A.  Second  Division.  He  was  in  the  Army 
in  1775,  and  was  with  Washington  when  he  cross- 
ed the  Delaware.  The  gun  he  used  is  preserved  in 
the  family.  In  1779,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Timothy  Hasaltine,  who  came  from  Brad- 
ford, Massachusetts,  and  settled  in  Narraganset, 
Number  One,  now  Buxton,  Maine,  as  early  as  1752. 
In  the  Fall  of  1791  Joseph  Goodwin  built  a  house 
"  on  the  S.  W.  end  6th,  on  A  2d  Div."  He  was 
strictly  a  farmer.  His  children  were  Joseph,  Jr. 
born  June  first,  1780,  drowned  in  Saco  river,  while 
bathing,  June  third,  1798,  and  was  buried  on  the 
homestead  ;  Anna,  born  October  eleventh,  1782, 
married  Samuel  Elliot,  and  resided  at  one  time  at 
Lockport.  New  York  ;  Timothy,  born  April  nine- 
teenth, 1785,  married  Sarah  Davis;  Ruth,  born 
April  first,  1788,  married,  first.  Dearborn  Blake, 
who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  1812,  secondly,  Ma- 
jor Nicholas  Dav.is,  a  brother  to  her  brother  Timo- 
thy's wife;  Samuel,  born  April  sixth,  1791,  mar- 
ried, first,  Mary  Emery,  secondly,  Lucy  Alden  of 
Gorham,  Maine ;  Nathan,  born  Feb.  19,  1794, 
married  Joanna  Bradbury  :  William,  born  Feb. 
19,  1797,  married  Elizabeth  Knight  of  Calais, 
Maine  ;  Eliza,  born  1799,  married  Joseph  Bradbu 
ry.  Joseph  Goodwin  died  July  third,  1817,  and 
bequeathed  his  farm  to  his  son,  Samuel,  who  re- 
Bided  npon  it  till  his  death,  October  thirteeenth, 
1849.  It  i»  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Samuel's 
son,  Joseph  W.  Goodwin. 

Nehemiah  resided  in  Buxton  in  1775  when  ho 
entered  the  army  and  served  till  1779.  and  perhaps 
longer.  Tradition  says  he  was  captured  by  the 
British  and  died  of  small-pox  in  prison  at  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  unmarried; 


Patience,  after  the  death  of  her  father,  lived  in 
the  family  of  her  uncle,  William  Warren  of  Ber- 
wick, Maine,  till  she  married  Alexander  Cooper, 
December  thirty  first,  1767.  She  had  ten  children, 
one  of  whom,  the  venerable  Moses  Cooper  of  Do- 
ver, New  Hampshire,  is  still  living,  hearty,  hale  and 
jolly.  She  died  March  sixth  1831,  aged  eighty- 
three  years  and  four  months,  and  was  buried  on 
the  "  Cooper  Farm"'  at  South  Berwick,  Maine. 

Taylor,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Deliverance  Taylor  married  Betsey  Nason,  and  re- 
sided in  the  "  Old  Fields,"  in  South  Berwick. 
His  "  homestead"  consisted  of  eight  acres  of  land 
bounded  as  follows,  "  beginning  at  Newichwan- 
"  nich  River  next  to  William  Warren's  land  thence 
"  East  seventy-seven  poles  by  said  Warrens  land  ; 
"  thence  South  fifteen  poles  and  twelve  feet ;  thence 
"  South  88  1-2°  to  the  aforesaid  River  ;  thence  by 
41  said  River  to  the  beginning." 

His  children  were — 

Benjamin,  baptized  April  fifteenth  1732-3. 

Martha,  baptized  March  thirtieth,  1732. 

Benjamin,  baptized  April  twenty-fourth,   1737. 

Elisha,  baptized  May  fourteenth,  1738. 

Moses,  baptized  February  twenty  second, 
1740-41. 

Mollyr  baptized  March  twenty- seventh,  1743-44 

William,  baptized  May  nineteenth,  1745. 

Hannah,  baptized  March  twenty-seventh,  1747  8. 

Martha,  baptized  March  eighth,  1752. 

r        h        ( twins  baptized  November  third  1754. 

Elizabeth,  baptized  July  thirtieth,  1757. 

After  the  death  of  Taylor  Goodwin,  his  w'dow 
married,  September  tenth,  1778,  Peter  Grant, 
whose  first  wife  was  Alice  Guptail. 

William,  son  of  Taylor,  married  Rachel  Abbot, 
October  ninth  1765.  Their  children  were  Moses, 
married  Eunice  Warren  ;  James,  married  Sarah 
Grant;  William  and  Elisha,  who  died  at  sea; 
Hannah,  died  unmarried  i  Lydia,  married  Thomas 
Hubbard  of  Shapleigh,  Maine;.  Betsey,  married 
John  Warren:  Polly,  died  unmarried;  John, 
married  Betsey  Hubbard,  June  eighth,  1788.  The 
latter  has  a  son,  Colonel  John  Goodwin,  residing 
in  Shapleigh,  Maine:  He  is  one  of  the  best  farm- 
ers in  that  town.  He  owns  between  three  and 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  cuts  about  fifty 
tons  of  hay  annually. 

Benjamin  and  Joseph,  twin  Bonsof  Taylor  Good- 
win, settled  in  Shapleigh,  Maine.  Benjamin  mar- 
ried, first,  Mary,  sister  to  Deacon  Thomas  Sbackley, 
May  eighth,  1777,  in  Berwick  ;  by  whom  he  had 
five  daughters,  viz;  Hannah,  married,  first,  Wil- 
liam Emery,  secondly,  John  Goodridge  of  Alfred, 
Maine ;  Mary,  married  Elias  Littlefield  of  Sanford, 
Maine  ;  Martha,  married  Joshua  Goodridge  ;  Bet- 
ty, mirried  Solomon  Morrison  of  Sanford ;  and 
Lois,  married  Nathan  Goodridge,  three  brothers 
married  three  sisters.     By  his  seeded  wife,  Betsey 


1868.] 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


107 


Linscott,  married  November  second,  1787,  lie  had 
six  children,  viz ;  Benjamin,  Jr.  went  to  New  Or- 
leans at  the  age  of  twenty  and  is  supposed  to  have 
died  there  soon  after;  Eunice,  born  in  December 
1790,  now  (August  sixteenth  1869)  living  unmar- 
ried ;  Elisha,  married,  first,  Hepzibah  Hooper, 
who  died  June  twenty-eighth  1816.  aged  seventeen 
years,  secondly,  November  twenty-ninth,  1817, 
Nancy,  daughter  of  Moses  and  grand-daughter  of 
Aaron  Roberts  of  Berwick  ;  they  had  no  children  ; 
he  died  May  twenty-ninth,  1865;  Moses,  twin 
brother  to  Efisha,  born  April  first,  1792,  married 
Mary  Hooper,  sister  to  his  brother  Elisha's  first 
wife;  she  was  born  May  thirty-first,  1798,  and 
died  June  thirteenth,  1869 ;  he  died  November 
eleventh,  1859,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  seven 
months  and  eleven  days ;  Olive,  married  John 
Patch  of  Shapleigh;  Sarah,  married  Otis  Pugsley 
of  Shapleigh.  By  his  third  wife,  Mrs.  Sally  Bedel 
nee  Newell,  widow  of  John  Bedel  of  Sauford,  he 
had  n»  children. 

Joseph,  the  other  twin  brother,  married,  July 
twenty-ninth,  1773,  Sarah  Prichard  of  Berwick, 
and  settled  on  "  Hubbard's  Ridge"  in  Shapleigh, 
as  early  as  1778.  He  had  a  son,  Ichabod,  who 
married,  October  fifteenth,  1801,  Mercy,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Samuel  Willey,  and  a  daughter,  Bet- 
sey, who  married  Samuel  Long,  in  1800.  The 
family  moved  into  the  eastern  part  of  Maine. 

William,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Deliverance  Taylor,  married  Abigail  Stone.  Then- 
children  were,  William,  Patience,  James,  Abigail 
and  Deliverance,  all  baptized  April  twenty-second 
1725  ;  Elijah,  baptized  March  twenty-third  1726-7: 
Jeremiah  and  Shipway,  baptized  June  fourth  1732; 
Jeremiah,  baptized  July  twenty-fourth  1737. 

Elijah,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 
Abigail  Stone,  settled  at  "  Cranberry  Meadow," 
in  Berwick,  Maine,  and  married,  first,  Abigail 
Tarbox,  by  whom  he  had,  Abigail,  baptized  De- 
cember eighth,  1751  ;  Elijah,  baptized  November 
tenth,  1752  ;  Daniel,  baptized  June  eighth,  1755; 
Lydia,  baptized  January  sixteenth,  1757;  Adam, 
baptized  January  fourteenth,  1759  ;  Charity,  bap- 
tized January  fifth,  1761  ;  Reuben,  baptized  July 
seventeenth,  1763  ;  Meribah,  baptized  November 
twenty- fourth,  1765  ;  Martha,  baptized  July  twen- 
ty-fourth, 1768  ;  Lemuel,  baptized  September 
twelfth,  1771  ;  Jacob,  baptized  January  ninth, 
1773  ;  Charles,  baptized  August  twenty- fourth, 
1777.  Secondly,  be  married  Mrs.  Eunice  Ham- 
mond, nee  Foy,  by  whom  he  had  Simon,  baptized 
May  twenty-sixth,  1787. 

Charles,  eon  of  Elijah  and  his  wife,  Abigail 
Tarbor,  married,  October  eleventh,  1801,  Experi- 
ence Fall,  and  settled  on  the  "  homestead"  at 
Cranberry  Meadow  in  Berwick,  Maine,  where  he 
resided  about  three  years ;  he  then  moved  to  Leb- 
anon, Maine,  about  two  miles  South  East  of  Leb- 
anon Centre,  on  a  farm   of  perhaps  seventy  acrei, 


where  he  literally  wore  himself  out  with  hard 
work,  and  where  he  died  and  was  buried.  His 
Children  were  TriBtram,  Simon,  Lemuel,  Otis  F. 
Syrena,  Abigail,  Charles,  Martha  and  Charles  E. 

Adam,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his   wife, 

Deliverance  Taylor,  married,  first,  Sarah , 

by  whom  he  had  Sarah,  baptized  March  thirtieth, 
1728-9  ;  Sarah,  baptized  December  twenty-ninth, 
1734;  a  son,  baptized  November  twenty-fifth, 
1735.  His  second  wife  was  Mehitable  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Thompson,  by  whom  ho  had 
Mehitable,  baptized  January  first,  1743-4  ;  a 
daughter,  baptized  August  twenty-sixth,  1746  ; 
Ephraim,  baptized  April  eleventh,  1749;  Aury, 
baptized  November  tenth  1752. 

Moses,  son  of  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife, 

Deliverance    Taylor,    married    Amy ,   by 

whom  he  had  Rachel,  Charles,  "  Katharine,"  and 
Priscilla,  all  baptized  December  fourteenth,  1727  ; 
a  daughter,  baptized  July  twenty-fourth,  1729  ; 
Amy,  baptized  May  twenty-fourth,  1730  ;  Reuben, 
baptized  April  twenty-seventh,  1734  ;  Ann,  bap 
tized  June  eighth,  1735.  Moses  made  his  Will 
May  ninth,  1769,  in  which  h«  mentiored  his  wife, 
Ann(?),  and  his  children,  Charles,  "  Katharine" 
Astin,  wife  of  Benjamin  Astin  ;  Priscilla  Jones, 
wife  of  John  Jones;  grand  daughter,  Mary  Lord, 
wife  of  Jacob  Lord  and  daughter  of  his  late  daugh  • 
ter,  Ruth  Clark  ;  grand-children,  Sarah  Gtrrish 
and  Joice  Clark,  children  of  his  daughter,  Rachel 
Clark. 

Christopher  Goodwin,  the  ancestor  of  the  Good- 
wins of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  was  married  in 
Oharleetown,  in  1648. 

Elder  William  Goodwin,  admitted  a  freeman  at 
Cambridge  in  1632,  settled  at  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, about  1636,  with  his  brother  Ozias. 

In  Virginia,  we  find  Sir  Francis  Goodwin,  in 
1620  ;  Thomas,  in  1650  ;  Major  James,  in  1658  ; 
Richard,  in  1681  ;  Matthew,  in  1701 ;  Devorax, 
Joseph  and  Thomas,  Jr.  in  1705  ;  John  and  Ben- 
jamin, in  1711;  Edmund,  in  1713;  Robert,  in 
1748;  Thomas,  in  1753;  Harwood,  in  1759;  Jo- 
seph, in  1780 ;  Corporal  Thomas  Goodwin  receiv- 
ed two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Virginia,  Novem- 
ber twenty-second,  1783,  for  three  years'  servica 
in  the  Continental  line;  Lieutenant  Dinwiddie 
Goodwin  died  in  Virginia  in  1777,  and  November 
twentieth  1783,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-six  and  two-thirds  acres  of  land  were  grant- 
ed to  Captain  Stephen  Goodwin,  "  heir-at-Law  of 
"  the  said  Dinwiddie,"  of  Dinwiddie  County,  the 
deseendents  of  all  of  whom  we  hope  to  hear  fcom. 

W.  F.  G.] 
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VIII.— EARLY    BIRTHS    AND    DEATHS  IN 
VIRGINIA.* 

Ann  Cocke  the  Daughter  of  Bowler  Cocke  & 
Sarah  his  Wife  was  born  at  Bowlers  Point  on  Rap- 
pahannock River  the  eighteenth  day  of  June 
MDCCXX.  Susanna  Cocke  Daughter  to  the 
Said  Bowler  &  Sarah  was  born  at  Bremo  the  Sixth 
day  of  November  MDCCXXII,  and  died  the  Octo' 
following.  Tabitha  Cocke  was  born  the  twenty 
fifth  day  of  Sep'.  MDCCXXIV.  Bowler  Cocke  was 
born  the  eleventh  day  of  March  MDCCXXVI. 
Sarah  Cocke  was  born  the  Sixth  day  of  February 
MDCCXX.  Eliz":  Cocke  was  born  the  fifteenth  day 
of  May  MDCCXXJ.  Richard  Cocke  was  born 
the  Seventh  day  of  Mareh  MDCCXXXIII  &  lived 
but  twenty  five  days.  Charles  Cocke  was  born 
the  ninth  day  of  September  MDCCXXXV,  and 
died  the        Day  of  Aug":  MDCCXXXJX. 

Ann  Lansford  Daughter  of  Hannah  Lansford 
Mullets  was  born  Septr  13-1731.  Elizabeth  LanB- 
ford  Daughter  of  Said  Hannah  was  Born  July  ye. 
10  day — 1732  William  Lansford  Son  or  Said 
Hannah  was  Born  Mareh  ye  1.  Day — 1835  John 
Lansford  Son  of  Said  Hannah  was  Born  Sepr.  y° 
19.  Day.  1737  Mary  Lansford  Daughter  of  Said 
Hannah  was  bom  March  I-day — 1739 

Entered  October  ye.  14-1740,  Delivered  me  by 
Cap'.  John  Redford, 

Sack  Brewer  Clk  C  vesy — 

Catharine  Larton  Daughter  of  Robert  Lorton  & 
Lucretia  his  Wife  was  born  the  12th  March  1737-8 

Ann  Lorton  Daughter  of  the  Baid  Rob'.  Lorton 
&  Lucretia  his  wife  was  born  August  15th.  1740 

Thomas  Lorton  was  born  July  the  14th.  1746. 

Robert  Lorton  was  Born  January  11th.  1749. 

Francis  Kemp  Son  of  Alexander  Kemp  and 
Martha  his  Wife  was  born  y"  13.  day  of  October, 
1735. 

Arthur  Mo6ely  was  Killed  by  a  fall  from  his 
Horse  j"  4,h  day  of  October  anno  Dom.  1736 

Ann  Middleton  Daughter  of  John  Middleton 
and  Judith  his  Wife  was  born  y".  12  Day  of  Oc- 
tober anno  Dom  MDCCXXXV JJ. 

Elizabeth  Poval  Daughter  of  Robert  Povall  and 
Judith  his  Wife  was  Born  in  December  anno 
1729— 

Robert  Povall  Son  of  the  above  said  Robert  and 
Judith  was  born  ye  3'1  Day  of  July  anno  1732 

Sarah  the  Wife  of  John  Rees  who  lately  arri'ed 
here  in  the  Snow  Phoenax  from  London  departed 
this  Life  the  thirtieth  day  of  Aug"  anno  1739 


Richard  Sharp  Son  of  Henry  Sharp  and  May 
his  Wife  was  born  y9.  17  day  of  January  1735. 

Mary  the  Daughter  of  Henry  Sharp  and  Mary 
his  Wife  was  Bom  the  last  day  of  Sentember — 
1739. 

Henry  the  Son  D°  was  born  y°  27  of  March  1734. 

Ann  the  Daughter  of  D°.  was  born  y".  10  day 
of  June  1741. 

Mich1.  Taylor  departed  this  Life  y"  1 1  Day  of 
January  anno  1735. 

Edmond  Liptrot  departed  this  life  December  y" 
12  1735, 

Benjamin  Hobson  departed  this  life  Becemb'  y*. 
12  1735— 

M".  Mary  Randolph  departed  this  lite  Decern'. 
y«.  29.  1736. 


♦Copied  in  1869,  from  loose  leaves  in  the  "  Henrico  Parish 
Records,"  extending  from  the  year  1731  to  1773,  in  possession  of 
P.  R.  Carrington,  Esquire,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

W.  F.  Q. 


IX.— ACCOUNT  OF  WICKEN  BONANT,  ENG- 
LAND. 

[Communicated  by  the  distinguished  Genealogist,  Miss 
Harriet  A-  Rainbridge,  24  Russell  Road,  Kensington, 
Lcndon,  England.] 

Its  earliest  mention  in  Domesday  Book,  is  Wica. 
In  the  Court  Rolls  of  the  Hall  temp.  Edw.  II,  we 
find  it  under  the  name  of  Wykes,  and  half  a  cen- 
tury later  as  Wyften.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
these  are  only  the  corruptions  of  Wickham.  The  . 
addition  of  Bonhant,  from  one  of  the  Manors  of 
the  parish,  is  for  the  sake  of  distinguishing  it 
from  Wickham  St.  Paul  and  Wickham  Bisheps, 
bath  in  the  same  country. 

There  were,  from  earliest  periods,  two  manor* 
in  this  parish,  that  of  Wicken,  or  the  Hall,  and 
that  of  Bonhant.  Both  of  these  are  mentioned  in 
Domesday  Book.  They  were  united  in  the  six- 
teenth centujy,  and  have  since  been  reckoned  one. 

Matthew  Bradbury  died  seized  of  it,  February 
twenty-sixth,  1587,  having  bought  it  of  Robert 
Chatterlow.  It  continued  in  the  Bradbury  family 
till  theearly  part  of  theeighteenth, century,  when,  in 
default  of  male  issue,  Dorinda,  daughter  of  Mat- 
thew Bradbury,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Joseph 
Sharpe,  Esquire.  The  Bradbury  brick  house  at 
Wicken  Bonant,  is  forty-five  miles  from  London. 
It  was  built  by  William  Bradbuay,  who  died  in 
1622,  for  his  second  son,  Wyman  or  Wymond,  and 
continued  in  the  seeond  branch  of  the  family  till 
its  extinction.  Mr.  Joseph  Martin  then  owned  it,, 
until  the  last  two  years.'  At  his  demise,  it  went 
to  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  John  Pollitt,  whonowowna 
it  and  resides  there. 

London,  England,  February  fourth,  1870. 
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X.— REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  REGIMENTS. 

[From  the  New  Hampshire  Archives'"] 

A  Return  of  the  Field,  Staff,  &  other  Commission 'd  Officers  in  the  First  N.  Hampshire  Reg',  from 
the  8th  Day  of  Nov.  1776  until  the  1st  Jan7.  1780.  Noteing  the  casualties  that  have  happen'd  dur*. 
sd  term 


Appointed 


Nov.  8.  1776 
Do  — 
Do  — 

Ap1.  9.  1777 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Do  — 

Do  — 
May  2d.  1777 

Do  — 
Nov.  8.  1776 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 
Ap1.  3d.  1777 
Nov.  8.  1776 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

Do  — 

May  29.  1777' 

Sep.  20.  1777 

D°  28.  1777 

Jan7.  10. 1778 


Officers  names 


John  Stark 
Joseph  Cilley 
George  Reid 

Sam1.  Cotton 
Benj  Kimball 
Caleb  Stark 
Patrick  Cogan 
John  Hale 
John  Pool 
Jeremh.  Gilman 

Wm.  Scott 
Amos  Morril 
Jason  Wait 
John  House 
Amos  Emerson 
Ebenezer  Fry 
Is.  Farwell 
Nath1  Hutchens 
Simon  Sartwell 

Moody  Dustin 
James  Goold 
Jon0.  Emerson 
Peleg  Williams 
John  Moore 
JameB  Taggart 
Nath1.  M'Cailey 
Josiah  Munro 
Wm  Bradford 
Wm  Lee 
Dan1.  Clapp 
Asa  Senter 
Jeremh  Pritohard 
Wm.  Hutchens 
Bezeleel  Howe 
Simon  Merrill 
Jon\  Willard 
Jos"  Thompson 
Tho\  Blake 
Fran8.  Chandonett 
Joseph  Lawrence 
David  Mudgett 
Sam1.  Sweet 
Jona.  Pirkins 
Joseph  Mills 
Hubbard  Carter 
Sam1.  Thompson 


Coll 
L'.  Coll 
Majr. 

Chap" 
Pay  Ml 
Adji 
2'.  M\ 

Surgl 

Mate 

Captl 

Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
Captl 
1"  Lieu'. 

1".  LI 

iat.  Li 

1st.  LI 
1st.  LI 
1st.  Li 
1st.  Li 
1st.  L' 
2\  LZ 
2d.  Li 
2d.  L*. 
2.  Ll. 
2dLt 
21.  L' 
2d.  L* 
21.  U 
Ensign 
Ens.  — 
Ens.  — 
Ens.  — 
Ens. — 
Ens  — 
Eiib  — 
Ens  — 
Ensign 
Ens.  — 
Ens.  — 
Ens  — 


Resign'd  Mar.  23d.  1777. 

Promoted  to  CoP.  Feb'.  22d.  1777. 

d°.  to  L'  CoP.  Apl.   2d.   1777.     Promoted  to  U. 

Col".  Comdr  :  of  the  21.  Regt.  March  1778 
resign'd  Augst.  14.  1777. 
Killed  Augst.  23d.  1779— 
left  out  of  the  new  Arrangement 
died  Aug»t.  22d.  1778. 
resign'd  Jan7  11.  1780. 

Promoted  to  Major  Ap1^1.  1777.  Promoted  Liu1- 

CoP.  Sep'.  20.  1777. 
Promotod  to  Major  Sept.  20.  1777. 


resign'd  March  5*.  1778. 


Promoted  to  Capt  Lt-  wth.  Rank  of  Captn.  I*.  Sep' 

20.  1777. 
Promoted   wth„  Rank  of  Capt".  P.  March  5. 1778. 
wounded  &  left  out  of  the  new  Arrangrinent 

d".  °  d«. 

resign'd  May  10-h.  1778 — 

left  out  of  the  new  arrangment 

resign'd  Augst#22.  1778. 

Killed  in  the  battle  of  New  Town  Augst .  30. 1779. 

appointed  Qr.  Mr.  augst.  23d.  1778. 

resign'd  Augst.  22.  1778. 

resign'd  Jan7  10.  1778. 


appointed  Adjt- Jan7  1.  1778. 
resign'd  June  23d.  1779. 

Promoted  to  2d.  Lt-  Sept  20.  1777. 

d°  d°  Jan7  10.  1778. 

d°  d°  Mar.  5.  1778. 

d°  d°  May  11.  1778. 

left  out  of  the  new  Ai'rangment 
died  June  4.  1777. 
resign'd  Nov.  20.  1777. 
resign'd  Sept.  28.  1777. 


*Judge  Nesmith  of  New  Hampshire  called  our  attention,  some  twelve  years  since,  to  a  box,  in  the  Attic  of  the  State  House,  filled 
with  loose  papers,  among  which  this  and  the  two  following  papers  were  found. 

The  distinguished  historians  of  this  country  desire  the  publicatiioa  of  the  "  Revolutionary  Papers"  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  we  hope  some  extensive  publishing  House  in  New  York  or  Boston  will  propose  to  the  State  to  furnish  it  with  a  certain 
number  of  printed  copies  of  such  records,  in  consideration  of  the  copy-right.  We  assure  ourselves  that  the  State  Authorities 
foi  the  time  being  would  rather  eucourage  than  place  any  obstacle  iu  the  way  of  such  individual  enterprise.  With  such  a  gentle- 
man as  Dr.  Moore  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  or  Mr.  Drake,  or  Mr.  I'ulsifer  of  Massachusetts,  or  Mr  Bartlett  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, as  editor,  such,  aperies  of. Historical  Works  would  honor  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  W.  F.  G. 
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A  Return  of  the  Field,  Staff  &  other  Commission'd  Officers,  that  are  or  ever  have  been  in  the  2  . 
New  Hampshire  Regiment  with  the  time  of  their  Appointments  promotions,  Deaths  Discharge  or  Res- 
ignation sines  the  1".  Jany  1777  to  1st.  JanJ  1780 


Appointed 

Officers  Names         j 

Hank 

Remarks. 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Enoch  Poor 

Col0. 

Promoted  to  Brig.  General  Feb7.  21.  1777. 

Do  — 

Nath1.  Hale 

L\  Col0. 

D°.  to  Col°.  Prisoner  July  7th.  1777. 

Do  — 

Winborn  Adams 

Major 

D\  to  Lt.  Col°.  7  Ap1.  1777.  Kill'd  19  Sep.  1777. 

Mar  5.  1778 

George  Reid 

V  Col°.Comdl. 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Benj  Titcomb 

Capt\ 

Promoted  to  Major  2d  Ap1.  1777. 

Do  — 

Wm.  Elliot 

adjt- 

Prisoner  July  7.  1777. 

Do  — 

Jeremb.  Fogg 

PayM'. 

appointed  to  Capt\  Oct0.  9.  1777.  resigned  P  M. 
17  Oct0  '79 

Do  — 

Richard  Brown 

Qr.  M\ 

resign'd  22d  Augt- 1778. 

Do  — 

VVm  Parker 

Surgeon 

D°        31"  Nov.  1778. 

Do  — 

Pelitiah  Warren 

Ma  to 

D°        10th.  Oct0.  1777. 

W-.  Wood 

D° 

Aug.  18. 1777 

Wm  M  Bell 

Adjt. 

Nov.  18. 1779 

James  Uarr 

pay  M' 

Aug.  23. 1778 

Joseph  Potter 

Q'.  M'. 

Oct0.  24. 1779 

Rob'.  R.  Henry 

Surgeon 

Nov  8.  1776 

James  Norris 

Captn 

Promoted  to  Major  in  3d.  Reg'.  20  Sept'.  1777. 

Do  — 

Wm  Rowell 

Leiutt- 

Do  —  to  Captain  2  Ap1.  1777. 

Do  — 

Jn°.  Colcord 

Leiutt- 

resign'd  May  6.  1777 

Ap1.  2  1777 

Jam3  Nichols 

D° 

furlough 'd  1st.  Ap1.  30  days,  not  return'd 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Josiah  Meloon 

Ens. — 

left  out  of  the  new  Arrangment 

Do  — 

Enoch  Chase 

Liutt  — 

Promoted  to  Captain  22d.  Decr.  1777. 

Do  — 

Sam1  Nute 

Leiut' 

resigned'd 

Ap1.  2d.  1777 

Josa.  Merrow 

Ens.  — 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Fredk.  M.  Bell 

Capt\ 

died  9th.  Oct0.  1779 

Do  — 

Jethrow  Head 

Leiutt 

resign'd  May  8.  1777. 

May  9.  1777 

Tho8.  Hardy 

Liutt- 

D°      Augst.  27.  1778. 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Ebenez.  Light. 

D°. 

Do  — 

Sam1  Adams 

lEns  — 

Promoted  to  Liutt-  Oct0.  9th.  1777. 

Do  — 

Caleb  Robinson 

Capt". 

Do  — 

Moses  Dustin 

Lieut' 

Promoted  to  Captain  20  Sept  1777. 

Do  — 

Micah  Hoit 

Lieutt 

Furlough'd  Ap1.  1st.  30  days  not  return'd 

Do  — 

Luke  Woodbury 

Ens  — 

Promoted  to  Liutt-  20  Sepr.  1777. 

Do  — 

James  Carr 

Capt" 

Do  — 

Sam1.  Cherry 

Lieut'- 

Promoted  to  Captain  Leiutenant 

Do  — 

Pelitb.  Whittemore 

Lieut1- 

Do  — 

Geo.  P.  Frost 

Ens.  — 

Promoted  to  2d.  Lt-  20  Sepr.  &  to  1st-  Lt  22d.  Dec. 
1777 

Do  — 

John  Drew 

Capt\ 

resign'd  Aug.  31.  1778. 

Do  — 

Wm.  Wallas 

Lieut1- 

Furloug'd  in  Oct0.  1777,  &  not  return'd 

Do  — 

David  Oilman 

Lieut1- 

Cashir'd  9.  nov.  1778. 

Do  — 

Wm.  M.  Bell 

Ens  — 

Promoted  to  Liutt  6.  May,  1777. 

Do  — 

Elijah  Clayes 

Capt11 

Died  of  his  wound  some  time  in  Nov.  1779. 

Do  — 

Sam1.  Bradford 

Lieut'- 

left  out  of  the  new  Arrangment. 

Do  — 

Jo  Potter 

Lieut4- 

Do  — 

Wm.  Taggart 

Ens  — 

Promoted  to  Liutt  22d.  Decr.  1777 

Nov.  8.  1776 

Sam1  Blodget 

Captn 

resign'd  22d  Decr.  1777. 

Do  — 

James  Crombie 

Lieutt 

left  out  of  the  new  Arrangment 

Do  — 

Noah  Robinson 

Lieut' 

Do  — 

David  Forsyth 

Ens.  — 

Dead  May  10.  1778. 

May  6.  1777 

Dan1.  Gookin 

Ens.  — 

Sepm.16.1777 

Caleb  Blodget 

Ens. — 

Sep*.  20.  1777 

Geo.  Burnham 

Eus.  — 

Octr.  9.  1777 

Wm.  Twombly 

Ens.  — 

Dec  22. 1777 

Tho8.  Challis 

Ens.  — 
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An  arrangement  agreed  upon  by  the  Officers  of  the  New  Hampshire  Line,  and   the  Names  of  those 
who  retire  agreeable  to  a  general  Order  of  the  L  .  November  1780 — 


1st .  Kegiir  ent 

— 

2D<1.  Regiment 

Alexander  Scammell 

Colonel 

George  Reid 

Lieut.  Col" 

Coin  in 

Henry  Dearborn 

L'.  ditto 

Amos  Morrill 

Major 

William  Scott 

Major 

Jason  Wait 

Major 

1 

Ebenezer  Frye 

Captain 

1 

Caleb  Robinson 

Captain 

2 

Isaac  Farwell 

d°. 

2 

James  Carr 

d\ 

3 

Daniel  Livermore 

d°. 

3 

William  Rowell 

d°. 

4 

Isaac  Frye 

d\ 

4 

David  Mc.Gregore 

d\ 

5 

Simon  Sartwell 

d°. 

5 

Moses  Dustin 

d\ 

6 

Moody  Dudley 

d°. 

6 

Jeremiah  Fogg 

d°. 

7 

Nicholas  Gilaian 

d°. 

7 

Enoch  Chase 

d". 

8 

Joeiah  Monroe 

d°. 

8 

Samuel  Cherry 

d\ 

9 

Benjamin  Ellis 

d°. 

9 

John  Dennett 

d\ 

1 

Asa  Senter 

Lieu'. 

1 

Joseph  Potter 

Lieu'. 

2 

Jonathan  Cass 

Lieu'. 

2 

Pelatiah  Whittemore 

d'. 

3 

Nathan  Hoit 

d°. 

3 

William  M.  Bell 

do. 

4 

Bezaleel  Howe 

d°. 

4 

George  P.  Frost 

do. 

5 

Jonathan  Willard 

d\ 

5 

Joseph  Boynton 

do. 

6 

Joshua  Thompson 

d\ 

6 

Nathaniel  Leavitt 

do- 

7 

Thomas  Blake 

d°. 

7 

James  Blanchard 

do- 

8 

Jonathan  Perkins 

d°. 

8 

Luke  Woodbury 

do. 

9 

Jonathan  Cilley 

d°. 

9 

Samuel  Adams 

do- 

10 

Joseph  Mills 

d\ 

10 

Joshua  Merrow 

do- 

11 

Archibald  Stark 

d\ 

11 

Daniel  Gookin 

do- 

12 

Hubbart  Carter 

a°. 

12 

13 

Nathan  Weare 

d°. 

13 

1 

John  Harvey 

Ensign 

1 

Caleb  Blodget 

Eng'gn 

2 

Moses  Page 

d\ 

2 

Neal  Mc.Gaffey 

do- 

3 

Samuel  Thompson 

Retir'd 

d°. 

3 

4 

Bradbury  Richards 
Robert  B.  Wilkins 

DeclinM  being  ArrangeM  a3 
Li«uts- 

do- 
do- 

Joseph  Cilley 

Col" 

Noah  Robinson 

Cap'.  Lieu' 

Benj1.  Titcomb 

Lieut-  Col0. 

Daniel  Clapp  & 

Nathaniel  Hutchins 

Cap*. 

Adna  Pennyman 
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XI.— NARRAGANSET  NUMBER  ONE,   NOW 
THE  TOWN  OF  BUXTON,  MAINE. 

[From  a  manuscript  in  possession  of  Cyrus 
Woodman,  Esquire,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 
Written  by  the  late  Charles  Coffin,  Esquire,  of 
Buxton.] 

The  tract  of  land  constituting  this  township 
and  Narraganset  Number  Seven,  was  between  and 
running  from  Saco  river  to  the  Presumpscot,  be- 
ginning at  the  north  west  corner  of  Biddeford, 
that  part  which  is  now  Saco,  and  running  on  the 
head  of  Saco,  Scarborough  and  Westbrook  to  the 
Presumpscot.  Number  One  is  row  Buxton,  in 
the  county  of  York,  Maine;  and  Number  Seven, 
Gorham,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  Number 
One  was  assigned  to  Philemon  Dane  of  Ipswich, 
and  one  hundred  and  nineteen  others,  belonging 
to  the  towns  of  Ipswich,  Rowley,  Newbury,  Ha- 
verhill, Salisbury,  Amesbury,  Methuen,  Hampton, 
Greenland  and  Berwick.  The  committee  were 
Philemon  Dane  and  John  Gaines  of  Ipswich,  and 
Colonel  Joseph  Gerrish  of  Newbury.  It  was  re- 
ported as  surveyed  in  February,  1734,  and  the  re- 
port accepted. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  was  held  at 
Newbury-Falls,  when  John  Hobson,  Esquire,  of 
Rowley,  was  chosen  clerk,  who,  with  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  were  elected  to  that  office  till  the 
Proprietors  ceased  to  act  as  a  body,  namely  :  Col- 
onel Joseph  Coffin  of  Newbury,  Colonel  Tristram 
Jordan  of  Saco,  Deacon  Thomas  Bradbury  and  the 
Honorable  John  Woodman  of  Buxton.  Buxton  is 
bounded  westerly  by  Saco  river,  which  divides  it 
from  the  town  of  Hollis  ;  easterly  and  northerly 
by  the  towns  of  Saco,  Scarborough,  Gorham  and 
Standish.  A  settlement  in  this  townshin  was 
commenced  in  1748  or  1749,  by  Deacon  Amos 
Chase  from  Newbury,  late  of  Saco,  Joseph  Simp- 
eon ,  Nathan  Whitney,  and  Messrs.  Gage  and  Bry- 
ant. They  erected  for  themselves  log  houses  and 
a  log  meeting-house.  They  all  left  and  sold  out 
to  others.  It  appears  by  their  records  that  the  Pro- 
prietors were  exceedingly  desirous  to  comply  with 
all  the  conditions  of  their  grant,  by  repeatedly 
offering  land  and  money  to  induce  individuals  to 
settle  on  their  lands.  But  so  far  from  having  sixty 
families  and  a  learned  Orthodox  minister  settled 
in  the  town  at  the  end  of  seven  years  or  in  1740, 
neither  had  been  complied  with,  and  they  were 
near  losing  their  grant,  for  Eliot  Vaughan  and 
others  had  applied,  by  petition,  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  same  tract.  At  a  legal  meeting  in  1742, 
it  was  voted  "  that  Joseph  Gerrish  and  John 
Greenleaf,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  represent 
the  Proprietors  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  great  and 
General  Court  or  Assembly  of  his  Majesties  Prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  and 
then  and  there  offer  reasons  in  behalf  of  said  Pro- 


prietors why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Eliot 
Vaughan  and  others  relating  to  a  township  called 
Number  One,  on  Saco  river,  should  not  be  grant- 
ed." As  nothing  more  appears  on  the  records 
relative  to  this  petition,  and  as  the  grantees  held 
the  township  eight  years  longer  before  complying 
with  any  condition  of  the  grant,  it  would  seem 
that  Messrs.  Greenleaf  and  Gerrish  were  entirely 
successful  in  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Vaughan's 
petition.  Of  all  the  seven  townships  granted  in 
1733,  Number  One,  Buxton,  was  the  last  to  make 
a  permanent  settlement  and  comply  with  the  other 
conditions  of  the  grant. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1750,  the  first  permanent 
settlement  was  commenced,  and  William  Han- 
cock, John  Elden,  Samuel  Merrill,  Timothy  Hazel- 
tine,  Job  Roberts,  John  Wilson,  Joseph  and  Joshua 
Woodman  and  John  Nason,  with  their  families, 
moved  into  the  town.  Mr.  Hancock  was  from 
Londonderry,  Ireland ;  he  first  went  to  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  thence  to  Buxton.  He 
settled  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
Congregational  meeting-house  to  Salmon  Falls. 
He  was  a  respectable  man,  died  in  the  meridian  of 
life,  and  has  left  descendants  in  the  town.  He 
took  the  first  newspaper  that  came  into  the  tjwn, 
which  was  printed  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Samuel  Merrill  was  from  Salisbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, of  a  respectable  family,  was  frequently  a 
selectman  of  the  town  and  a  Lieutenant  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  in  the  company  command- 
ed by  Jeremiah  Hill,  Esquire,  the  late  collector  of 
the  Port  of  Biddeford  and  Saco.  He  settled  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  Salmon  Falls,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Saco,  which  was  then  and  long  af- 
ter known  as  the  "  eight  rod  road."  His  de- 
scendants are  numerous  in  the  town.  He  died  in 
1822,  aged  93  years. 

Timothy  Hazeltine  was  from  Bradford,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  settled  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
meeting-house.  As  deacon  of  the  church  from  its 
first  organization  in  1763  till  his  death,  he  was 
desirous  to  have  it  believed  that  he  had  more 
spiritual  discernment  than  his  minister  ;  and  in 
this  he  resembled  many  who  have  held  that  good 
office.  He  died  at  the  age  of  70  years.  John  El- 
den and  Job  Roberts  were  from  Saco,  and  settled  on 
the  same  road  with  Mr.  Merrill.  John  Elden  was 
an  active  and  enterprising  man,  commanded  a  com- 
pany at  the  siege  of  Boston,  with  reputation.  His 
descendants  are  numerous  in  the  town  and  have 
been  handsomely  noticed  by  their  fellow-townsmen 
from  its  first  settlement.  Joseph  and  Joshua 
Woodman  were  brothers,  from  Newbury,  Massa- 
chusetts. They  settled  below  Salmon  Falls,  near 
to  Pleasant  Point.  They  were  both  leading  men 
among  the  first  settlers,  and  both  lived  to  old  age. 
John  Wilson  continued  but  a  short  time  in  the 
town,  and  little  is  known  of  him  but  that  he  set- 
tled on  the  Beach   Plain   Road,   near  where  the 
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late  Jacob  Bradbury,  Esquire,  resided,  and  on  the 
direct  road  from  the  meeting-house  to  Saco.  The 
first  settlers  established  themselves  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  town,  not  because  the  soil  was  more 
productive,  but  because  Saco  was  their  only  mar- 
ket, and  because  it  placed  them  in  the  vicinity  and 
under  the  protection  of  the  fort,  situated  on  the 
river,  in  the  town  of  Hollis,  two  miles  below  the 
Salmon  Falls,  for  many  years  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Bradbury  ;  and  because  the  convey- 
ance and  travel  for  many  years  by  water  was  much 
easier  than  by  land,  as  good  roads  at  that  time 
were  not  made  in  a  day  or  year. 

In  1752,  there  appears  to  have  been  consider- 
able addition  to  the  settlers  ;  for  the  names  of 
Samuel  Rolfe,  Benjamin  and  John  Dunnell,  David 
Martin,  John  Brooks,  Ephraim  and  John  Sands, 
Thomas  and  Jacob  Bradbury,  Samuel,  Joseph  and 

Daniel    Leavitt,     Benjamin ,     Michael 

Woodsum,  Richard  Clay,  John  Redlon  and  Isaiah 
Brooks  are  found  among  them.  It  is  a  singular 
fact,  that  when  this  town  was  granted  and  assign- 
ed, more  than  one  half  of  those  to  whom  it  was 
assigned,  and  who  were  in  the  Narragansett  Fight, 
fifty-eight  years  before,  were  living.  There  are 
at  this  time  the  descendants  of  only  three  of  the 
original  grantees  residing  in  the  town,  Appleton 
from  Ipswich  and  llobson  from  Rowley  and  Mar- 
tin from .     Both    of  these   names  have 

been  and  now  are  among  the  most  respectable 
citizens  of  the  town.  Rebecca  Woodman,  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Joseph  Woodman,  was  the  first 
child  born  in  the  town  in  the  year  1751.  She 
married  Lieutenant  Moses  Atkinson. 

From  the  year  1750  to  1761,  the  settlers  were 
generally  supplied  with  preaching  at  the  expense 
of  the  Proprietors.  The  Reverend  Joshua  Tufts 
continued  with  them  two  years  as  their  religious 
teacher.  After  him  a  Mr.  Thompson,  and  early 
in  1761,  the  late  Dr.  Coffin  commenced  preaching 
to  the  settlers,  and  was  ordained  March  sixteenth, 
1763.  The  only  clergymen  present  on  this  occa- 
sion were  Messrs.  Little  and  Heininenway  of 
Wells,  and  Morrill  and  Fairfield  of  Biddeford  and 
Saco.  Others  were  invited,  but  were  prevented 
from  attending  by  the  unusual  depth  of  snow  on 
the  ground.  Those  who  did  attend  travelled  on 
snow-shoes.  Messrs.  Little  and  Ilemmenway,  with 
their  delegates  and  other  gentlemen,  in  attempting 
to  travel  in  the  directest  course  from  Kennebunk, 
through  what  is  now  Lyman  and  Mollis,  to  the 
Block  House  at  Union  Falls,  jtassed  so  far  to  the 
left  of  the  direct  course  as  to  prevent  their  reach- 
ing Saco  river  the  first  day.  They  remained  one 
night  in  the  woods  and  suffered  considerable  in- 
convenience from  want  of  food  and  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Little,  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  pastor  elect,  preached.  Mr. 
Morrill  gave  the  charge  and  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.) 
Hemmenway  gave   the  right  hand  ot  fellowship. 


At  the  same  time  was  organized  a  church,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  persons  :  John  Nason,  Timo- 
thy Hazeltine,  Thomas  Bradbury,  Richard  Clay, 
Humphrey  Atkinson,  Jacob  Bradbury  and  Samuel 
Leavitt.  The  two  first  named  were  elected  dea- 
cons. Mr.  Coffin  was  supported  by  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  township,  till  the  same  was  incorporat- 
ed as  a  town  in  1772.  He  continued  the  religious 
teacher  of  this  people  from  his  first  coming  among 
them,  more  than  sixty  years.  He  died  June  sixth, 
1821,  aged  eighty-four.  He  was  a  good  scholar 
and  learned  divine,  and  possessed  that  simplicity 
vet  dignity  of  manners  and  kindness  of  heart 
which  secured  for  him  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

The  Reverend  Levi  Loring  was  ordained  his 
colleague  in  1817,  and  succeeded  him  in  the  min- 
istry. There  are  organized  societies  of  Baptists 
and  Methodists  in  the  town.  A  Freewill  or  general 
Baptist  Society  who  worship  at  Moderation,  in  the 
north  west  part  of  the  town,  is  respectable  for 
numbers,  property  and  character.  Elder  Bailey 
is  their  present  respectable  teacher.  The  first 
schoolmaster  employed  by  the  settlers  was  the  late 
Reverend  Silas  Moody  of  Kennebunk  Poit,  who 
commenced  his  school  in  the  winter  of  1761-2. 
Those  who  received  the  benefit  of  his  instruction 
have  uniformly  borne  the  highest  testimony  to  his 
ability  and  fidelity  as  a  teacher,  and  considered  it 
sufficient  praise  to  bestow  on  the  most  eminent 
ot  his  successors,  that  he  came  next  to  "  Parson 
Moody."  In  after  life,  as  a  clergyman,  his  purity 
of  character  and  integrity  of  intention  have  rarely 
been  surpassed  among  his  brethren  in  the  minis- 
try. 

The  inhabitants  of  Buxton,  although  a  frontier 
town  during  French  or  seven  years  war  from 
1754  to  1761,  were  never  molested  by  the  Indians, 
and  were  only  once  alarmed  by  the  discovery  of 
one  or  two  Indians  crossing  the  path  near  the 
garrison,  which  was  annexed  to  the  house  of  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Woodman.  What  number  ot  Indiana 
were  in  the  neighborhood  at  this  time  or  what  was 
their  design  or  object  has  never  been  known.  This 
alarm,  as  was  natural,  brought  all  the  inhabitants 
to  the  garrison,  who  were  aided  and  assisted  on 
the  occasion  by  the  coolness  and  decision  of  Lieut- 
tenant  Samuel  Merrill.  In  the  war  of  Indepen- 
dence the  people  of  this  town  were  all  zealous 
whigs  or  high  sons  of  liberty,  and  supplied  the 
Continental  army  with  more  soldiers  than  any 
other  town  of  its  population  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  as  has  frequently  been  stated  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  either  in  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  or  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera- 
tion during  that  war.  There  were  three  Captains 
and  two  subaltern  officers  on  the  Continental  es- 
tablishment from  this  town,  beside  a  number  of 
militia  officers  who  were  occasionally  called  into 
service.     The  first  town  meeting  was    held  ou  the 


204 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE. 


[October, 


twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  1773,  when  John 
Hopkinson  was  chosen  moderator;  John  Nason, 
town  clerk ;  Samuel  Merrill,  John  Kimball,  and 
John  Smith,  selectmen,  and  John  Kimball,  town 
treasurer.  Deacon  Nason  was  annually  re-elected 
town  clerk  till  the  year  1780,  when  he  removed  to 
Limington.  His  eotemporaries  uniformly  6poke 
highly  of  him  for  his  integrity,  respectable  abili- 
ties and  unsullied  christian  character.  In  the 
year  1782,  for  the  first  time,  the  town  elected  Ja- 
cob Bradbury,  Esquire,  their  representative.  He 
was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  in  1788, 
to  assent  to  and  ratify  or  reject  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. He  gave  that  instrument  his  full  and 
hearty  consent.  A  large  majority  of  his  constit- 
uents being  opposed  to  it,  his  popularity  for  a 
short  time  was  affected.  He  was  frequently  elect- 
ed their  representative  afterwards,  and  very  uni- 
formly employed  in  town  affairs,  although  differ- 
ing politically  from  a  large  majority  of  the  town. 
He  was  personally  beloved  and  respected.  In  the 
year  1824,  a  small  part  of  the  upper  section  of 
the  town,  with  eight  or  ten  families  on  the  same, 
were  annexed  to  the  town  of  Standish.  Exeept 
this  alteration,  the  limits  of  the  town  remain  the 
same  as  when  first  granted  and  assigned. 


XII.— TRAIN  SOLDIERS  IN  SO MERS WORTH, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  IN    1740. 

[From  the  New  Hampshire    Archives.] 
July      A  True  List  of  all  The  Train   Soaldiers 
23 :  1740  In   the    Parish   of    Sumersworth    Undr 
Comd  of  Thos  Wallingford  Capt   are  as  followeth 
(Viz) 

Serj'  John  Ricker  Serj'  Philip  Stackpole  Serj' 
Thomas  Tebbets  Serj'  William  Wentworth  Corpo 
Ebenezer  Garland  Corpo  Samuel  Joanea  Corp0 
Samuel  Randall  Thomas  Steuens  Richard  Goodin 
Samuel  Downs  Drum"  Ebenr  Wentworth  Joseph 
Wentworth  John  Mason  Joseph  Hussey  John  Hall 
Daniel  Goodin  Samuel  Hall  James  Hall  Benja 
Wentworth  Ephriaim  Rickers  Meturin  Rickers 
Abram  Mimmey  Samuel  Nock  Eleazr  Wyer  Henry 
Nock  Thomas  Tebbets  junr  Eenja  Twombly  Ezeikil 
Wentworth  Ebenr  Roberts  Thomas  VVentworth 
George  Rickers  Sen'  James  Kiney  Robert  Cole 
Benja:  Stanton  James  Clements  Moses  Tebbets 
Sam"  Wentworth  John  Vicker  John  Lebrock  Sam- 
uel Austin  Benja  Austin  Edward  Eliot  George 
Rickers  junr  Samuel  Wentworth  jun  Jonathan 
Wentworth  jun1  Nath"  Nock  Jonathan  Merrow 
Eben':  Hear!  John  Wentworth  Hatevil  Roberts 
William  Hanson  Benja  Roberts  Lemuel  Perkins 
Diisco  Nock  William  Stackpole  James  Eoy  Joseph 
Varney  junr  Elipha'  Cromwel  Daniel  Smith  Metu- 
rin Ricker  Mark  Leualle*  Benja  Heard  James 
Stackpole  John  Calland  Isaac  Hanson  Daniel  Han- 


son Richard  Philpott  John  Sulevant  Sam"  Allien 
Edward  Allien  John  Muzeet  Samuel  Waymouth 
James  Nock  Loue  Roberts  junr  Ichabod  Rawlins 
Ebenr  Downs  jun'  John  Rickers  jun'  Joshua  Rob- 
erts Terah  Sprages  Daniel  Libbee  Neal  Vickers 
Dodepher  Garland  Richard  Goodin  junr  Benja 
Warren  Samuel  Roberts  Francis  Roberts  Samu 
Downs  junr  Sam"  Jones  jun'  Joseph  Hussey  junr 
Ebenr  Roberts  jun '  John  Clement  jur  John  forall 
Thomas  Westgutt*  Zebu":  Coason  Elipha'  Ran- 
dall Oatis  Keney*  Marke  Wentworth  Joseph 
Richerdson  Tristeram  Head*  William  Chadwick 
William  Downs  Peter  Cooke  John  Downs  Wil- 
liam Childs*  Noah  Cross 

A  True  List  as  Atest0  per  me 
Total  101 


^Xhese  n#mes  are  crossed  in  the  original. 


W.  F.  G. 


XIII.— PETITION  OF  SUNDRY  PERSONS  IN 
SO  MERS  WORTH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  IN 
1743,  FOR  GRANT  OF  TOWN  PRIVILEGES. 

[From  the  New  Hampshire  Archives.} 

To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'. 
Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and 
over  His  Majesties  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in 
New  England  and  to  the  Honourable  his  Majesties 
Council  and  the  Honouble  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  Province  afores4  in  General  As- 
sembly Convened — 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  &  In- 
habitants of  the  Parish  of  Summersworth  within 
the  »d  Province  Humbly  Sheweth  that  the  sd  Parish 
being  Sett  of  a  Seperate  Parish  By  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  made  and  passed  in  the  third 
year  of  his  Present  Majesties  Reign  whereby  the 
Inhabitants  of  sd  Parish  are  Invested  with  all  the 
powers  and  priviledges  of  a  Parish  as  to  maintain 
an  Orthodox  Gospel  Minister  their  poore  and 
Schoolc  and  to  Choose  all  Parish  officers,  now  the 
Growing  Charge  of  maintaining  the  minister  poore 
and  Schoole  and  other  necessary  charges  Arising 
Insomuch  that  the  Rates  for  this  present  Year  are 
Six  shillings  &  Eight  pence  on  the  head  or  four 
pence  per  pound  in  the  new  tenor  which  makes 
the  taxes  very  high  and  our  Numbers  being  small 
also  the  Land  not  taken  up  is  so  mean  that  there 
is  but  little  probability  of  our  Numbers  Increas- 
ing as  also  that  when  we  have  chosen  a  Collector 
to  Gather  the  Parish  Assessments  &  he  having 
Served  in  that  troublesome  office  hath  been  Re 
Chosen  by  the  Town  of  Dover  as  Constable  which 
office  he  hath  been  obliged  to  Serve  in  or  otherwise 
to  pay  his  fine  and  also  if  any  person  that  was 
Chosen  by  sd  Parish  as  Collector  and  Refused 
to   Serve   there   was    no   Law   to  compel  him  to 

pay    his    fine Wherefore    to    Remedy    the 

above  Grievances  Your  Humble  Petitioners  Hum- 
bly Pray  that  Your  Excellency  and  Honours 
would  be  pleased  Bj  an  Act  of  General  Assembly 
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to  Invest  us  with  the  Priviledges  and  powers  of  a 
Town,  and  a  Small  matter  to  Enlarge  our  B  un- 
daries  according  or  near  our  first  Petition  Viz*  to 
Begin  at  a  place  in  Quochecho  River  called  the 
Gulf  and  from  thence  on  a  Straight  Line  to  the 
Southern  side  of  Varneys  Great  Hill  and  from 
thence  to  Run  on  a  North  west  point  of  the  com- 
pass to  the  end  of  tho  Township  and  Your  petit- 
ioners as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

Dover  May  19  th  1743 

Paul  Wentworth  Gershoni  Wentworth  William 
Wentworth  Moses  Steuens  Thomas  Miller  Samel 
Randal  Ezekicl  Wentworth  John  Wentworth  Loue 
Roberts  Philip  Yetten  Loue  Roberts  Joseph  Ricker 
John  Ricker  Samuel  Wentworth  Jeremiah  Raw- 
lings  James  Clement  John  Sullivan  Ephraim 
Wentworth  Garsham  Dowens  John  Downs  John 
Robertes  Daniel  Smith  Ebenezer  Robearts  alexan- 
der  Roberts  Richard  Downs  Silvanus  Nock  Samuel 
Nock  Benja  Wamyorth  Daniel  Goodin  James 
Hobbs  Richard  Goodin  Jonathan  merrow  Daniel 
Plumer  Benja  mason  John  mason  John  Drew 
Moses  Carr  Thomas  Nock  nathaniel  ISock  Benja 
Twombly  John  Recker  Nathaniel  Ricker  Phinias 
Ricker  Sam1  Warren  Joshua  Stacpole  george 
Ricker  William  Stacpole  Joseph  Wentworth  Sam- 
uel Stacpole  Joshua  Robards  juner  Philip  Stacpole 
Samuel  Downs 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  December  the 
first  1743  the  Within  Petition  read— and  Voted 
That  the  Petitioners  at  their  Cost  Serve  the  Select 
men  of  Dover  with  a  Coppy  of  the  Petition  and 
Votes  thereon,  and  that  they  appeare  before  the 
Gen  assm  y"  2d  day  of  Jan7  next  if  the  assm  be  yn 
Sitting  if  not  the  third  day  of  the  Sitting  ot  the 
Gen1  assm  at  their  next  Sessions,  to  Shew  Cause  (if 
any)  why  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  may  not  be 
granted 

James  JefFry  Clr  assm 
In  Council  December  3  1743 
read  &  Concurrd 

Theod  Atkinson  Sec'ry, 
Eodcin  Die — Assented  to 

B  Wentworth 


XIV.- SOME  OF  THE  DESCENDANTS  OF 
CAFIAIN  THOMAS  BRADBURY,  THE  EM- 
IGRANT, THROUGH  HIS  SON,  WILLIAM. 

Wymond,  son  of  William  Bradbury,  who  died 
in  1622,  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Francis  Gill, 
and  daughter  of  William  Whifcgift,  of  Essex  Coun- 
ty, England,  by  whom  he  had  William,  Thomas, 
Jane  and  Ann.  Thomas  was  born  at  Wicken  Bo- 
nant,  Essex  County,  England,  in  1610,  and  came 
to  America  as  agent  for  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  at 
early  as  1634.  In  1636,  he  iettled  in  Salisbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Perkins,  by  whom  he  had  Wymond,  married 


Sarah  Pike;  Judith,  married  Caleb  Moody; 
Thomas;  Mary,  married  John  Stanyan,  of  Hamp- 
ton, New  Hampshire  ;  Jane,  married  Henry  True; 
Jacob,  died  in  1669,  at  Barbadoes  ;  William,  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Rebecca  Maverick,  widow  of  Samuel 
Maverick,  jr.,  6on  of  the  King's  Commissioner, 
and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Wheelwright  ; 
Elizabeth,  married  John  Buss  ;  John  ;  Ann,  and 
Jabez. 

William  was  born  in  1649,  married  Mrs.  Mav- 
erick, March  twelfth,  1071-2.  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons,  William,  born  in  1672,  married  Sarah 
Cotton  ;  Thomas,  born  in  1074.  married,  first, 
Jemima  True,  October  thirtieth,  1700,   who   died 

December  fifth,  1700,  and  secondly,  Mary ; 

and  Jacob,  born  in  1677,  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Storkman  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bradbury,  nee  Pike,  widow  of  Wymond  Bradbury. 
These  three  sons  and  their  half-sister,  Mary  Mav- 
erick, received,  by  the  Will  of  their  grandfather, 
Rev.  John  Wheelwright,  a  portion  of  his  estate  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  as  well  as  that  in  2\ew  Eng- 
land. 

William  and  his  wife, Sarah  Cotton, had  Samuel 

and ,  twins, borniu  1698  ;  William  :  John; 

James,  born  in  1701,  married  Elizabeth  Sanders, 
June  sixteenth,  1726  ;  Kebecca,  born  in  1702  ; 
Jacob,  born  in  1704  ;  Joanna,  born  in  1706  ; 
Mary,  born  in  1708  ;  Sarah,  born  in  1710  ;  Crisp, 

born  in  1712,  married  Mary ;  Benjamin, 

born  in  1714,  married  March  twenty-eighth,  1749, 
Jemima  True,  and  Barnabas,  born  in  1716. 

James  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Sanders 
had  James  ;  Ruth  ;  Elizabeth  ;  Samuel ;  Sarah  ; 
Sanders,  born  1748,  married  Sarah  Colby  ;  Eliza- 
beth ;  and  Sarah . 

Sanders  Bradbury  enlisted  April  fifteenth,  1777, 
at  Nottingham  West,  (now  Hudson,  New  Hamp- 
shire,} for  three  years,  in  Captain  Emerson's  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  Cilley's  Regiment.  He  was  a 
Sergeant  in  1778,  thirty  years  of  age,  and  five 
feet  and  nine  inches  in  height.  Kidder,  in  his 
"  Hisiorg  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment ," 
says  he  was  discharged  November  fifteenth,  1779. 
He  died  from  the  effect  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
melee  on  Long  Island,  and  was  buried  at  White 
Plains,  New  York.  His  wife,  Sarah,  was  paid  by 
the  State  *•  £41,  8,  3,  depreciation,"  March  twen- 
ty-second, 1781.  His  oldest  son,  Daniel,  enlisted 
April  sixth,  1781,  for  three  yean  or  during  tho 
war,  in  Colonel  Reed's  Second  New  Hampshire 
Regiment.  There  was  a  Jacob  Bradbury,  enlisted 
April  twenty-third,  1775,  in  Captain  Samuel  Rich- 
ard's Company,  in  Colonel  Stark's  Regiment,  and 
•erved  threo  months  and  sixteen  days  ;  perhaps  ho 
was  a  brother  to  Sanders. 

Sanders  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Colby, 
had  James,  born  April  twentieth,  176S,  married 
Catharine  Conant,  April,  1795,  died  in  Hollis, 
New  Hampshire,  October  fourteenth,  1811  ;  Ab- 
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ncr,  born  March  fourth,  1770  ;  Molly,  born  Janu- 
ary thirtieth,  1771  ;  Betsey,  born  February  twen- 
ty fifth,  1773  ;  Jacob,  born  June  ninth,  1775  ; 
William,  born  December  sixth,  1776  ;  Joseph, 
born  December  fifth,  1778,  married,  January  twen- 
ty-ninth, 1804,  Hannah  Putnam,  died  in  Wood- 
stock, Vermont,  April  ninth,  1832  ;  Daniel ;  Nan- 
cy, and  Sally. 

James  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Catharine  Conant, 
settled  in  Hollis,  New  Hampshire,  and  had  James, 
born  January  fourth,  1796  ;  married  Louisa  Ayers, 
Jnnuary  fourteenth,  1835,  died  in  Quincy,  Massa- 
chusetts, December  fifth,  1837  ;  Catherine,  born 
March  twenty-fifth,  1798;  William  Sanders,  born 
February  fourteenth,  1800,  married  Elizabeth  Em- 
erson, October  eleventh,  1824,  and  is  now  a  mer- 
chant in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts ;  Charles,  born 
July  fourth,  1802,  married  Mary  Worcester,  in 
1827,  died  at  Oxford,  Connecticut,  January  six- 
teenth, 1830  ;  Elizabeth,  born  September  eigh- 
teenth, 1804,  married  Francis  Caverly,  November 
seventh,  1841,  now  resides  at  Morrisania,  New 
York  ;  Samuel  Fox,  born  December  twenty-fifth, 
1806,  married  Mary  Ann  Leathe,  June  fourteenth, 
1836,  died  February  ninth,  1842,  in  Boston  ;  Jo- 
siah  Conant,  born  February  twenty-first,  1809, 
married  Almira  Hemenway,  November  twenty- 
seventh,  1834,  and  resides  in  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts; and  Mary  Ann,  born  May  seventeenth, 
181 L.  These  were  all  born  in  Hollis,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

William  Sanders  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth Emerson,  had  Elizabeth  Emerson,  born  at 
Westminster,  Massachusetts,  August  eighteenth, 
1826,  married  Amos  D.  Nourse,  April  eleventh, 
1848  ;  William  Frothingham,  born  May  seven- 
teenth, 1829,  married  Margaret  Jones,  August 
twenty-seventh,  1857,  now  a  teacher  in  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts ;  Edward  Emerson,  born 
February  seventh,  1832,  delivered  the  Latin  Salu- 
tatory Oration,  at  Commencement,  at  Amherst 
College,  in  1856,  when  he  graduated,  married  Sa- 
rah Jane  Sykes,  November  twenty-seventh,  1856, 
now  a  Counsellor  and  Attorney  at  Law  in  New 
York  City  ;  Charles  Fletcher,  born  April  tenth, 
1836,  died  December  ninth,  1854;  Esther  Caro- 
line, born  June  twenty-fourth,  1839,  now  a  teach- 
er at  Benicia,  California  ;  Charlotte  Ann,  born 
March  twenty-fourth,  1844,  married  Edwin  Au- 
gustus Eaton,  August  twenty-third,  1864,  now  a 
resident  of  Benicia,  California. 

Crisp  and  his  wife,  Mary ,  settled  in  York, 

Maine  ;  then  in  Biddeford,  Maine  ;  then  in  New- 
bury, Massachusetts,  where  he  died  in  1753. 
Their  children  were  John,  born  in  1738  ;  Mary, 
born  in  1740,  married  Samuel  Noyea,  of  Newbury- 
port ;  Sarah,  born  in  1744:  Elizabeth,  married 
Samuel  Nelson;  Ruth,  James,  and  Hannah. 

Benjamin  and  his  wife,  Jemima  True,  settled  in 
New  Gloucester,  Maine ;  their  children  wero  Sa- 


rah, born  in  1750,  married  Nathaniel  Osgood  ;  Ja- 
bez, born  in  1752  ;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1755  ;  Wil- 
liam, born  in  1757,  married  Hannah  Tufts;  and 
Rebecca,  born  in  1760,  married  William  Haskell. 

William  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Tufts, 
had  Hannah,  born  in  1781,  married  Dr.  William 
Bridgham  ;  William,  born  in  1783,  married  Sarah 
Merrill ;  John,  horn  in  1786,  married  Sally  Tufts; 
Jabez,  born  in  1789  ;  Benjamin,  born  in  1792 ; 
and  Osgood,  born  in  1798,  married  MaryM.  Dins- 
more. 

Thomas  had  no  children  by  hie  first  wife,  Jemi- 
ma True ;  by  his  second  wife,  Mary ,  he 

had  Jemima,  born  January  twenty-fifth,  1703-4; 
a  daughter,  born  in  1707,  and  perhaps  others.  He 
died  March  tenth,  1718-19.  She  died  June  fif- 
teenth, 1723. 

Jacob  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Stork- 
man,  had  Thomas,  born  in  1699,  married  Sarah 
Merrill  in  1724;  Ann,  born  in  1701;  Ann,  born 
in  1702,  married,  in  1721,  William  True;  Eliza- 
beth, born  February  1705-6,  married  John  Stevens; 
Dorothy,  born  in  1708  ;  Jacob,  born  October  Bixth, 
1710,  married,  December  eighteenth,  1733,  Abi- 
gail Eaton  ;  Sarah, born  in  1713, married,  in  1730, 
Elisha  Allen  ;  Moses,  born  in  1715,  married,  De- 
cember twenty-eighth,  1737,  Abigail  Fogg;  and 
Jane,  baptized  August  thirty  first,  I7l8,a  posthu- 
mus  child,  provided  for  in  the  Will  of  her  father, 
who  died  May  fourth,  1718. 

Captain  Thomas  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Sarah 
Merrill,  had  Samuel,  born  in  1724 ;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1727,  married,  in  1747,  Samuel  Merrill, 
her  cousin  ;  Jacob,  baptized  in  Salisbury,  Septem- 
ber fifteenth,  1728,  married  Abigail  Cole  of  Bid- 
deford, Maine,  died  in  Limerick,  Maine,  in  1801 ; 
Moses,  born  in  February,  1730—31 ,  married  Mary 
Page  ;  Samuel,  born  in  1733  ;  Thomas,  born  in 
January,  1735-6,  married,  in  1762,  Ruth  Page, 
and  died  November  ninth,  1803,  in  Buxton,  Maine; 
William,  born  in  1738,  married,  in  1765,  Susanna 
Hopkinson,  and  lived  and  died  in  Buxton,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  and  ocoupied  by  Mr.  William 
Scribner;  Sarah,  born  in  1739,  married,  in  1763, 
Joseph  Leavitt  of  Buxton  ;  May  nineteenth, 
1744-5,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bradbury,  waa 
baptized  in  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  by  Rev.  Ca- 
leb Cushing,  and  November  fifth,  1767.  Samuel 
Sands  and  Mary  Bradbury,  both  of  Narragansett 
Number  One,  (now  Buxton,  Maine,)  were  mar- 
ried ;  Benjamin,  baptized  in  Biddeford,  in  April, 
1744,  resided  near  Bog-Mills,  in  Buxton,  but 
moved  to  Ohio,  in  about  1800,  and  settled  near 
Cincinnati ;  Mercy,  baptized  in  Biddeford,  in  Feb* 
ruary,  1746,  married  in  1771,  John  Appleton  of 
Buxton ;  and  Jabez,  baptized  in  Biddeford,  in 
May,  1749.  These  three  last  are  called,  on  the 
Biddeford  Church  records,  children  of  Captain 
Thomas  and  "  Abigail  "  Bradbury.  Captain 
Thomas  Bradbury's  wife  was  Sarah  Merrill,  and 
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his  brother  Jacob's  wife  was  Abigail  Eaton.  They 
were  both  married-"  in  Salisbury,  Massachusetts, 
where  they  were  born.  April  twenty-second, 
1744,  they  each  had  a  Bon  baptized  in  Biddeford, 
Maine,  Benjamin,  son  of  Captain  Thomas,  and  Ja- 
cob, (my  great-grandfather  ;  see  Historical  Mag- 
azine, November,  1869,  page  259,  note,)  son  of 
Jacob.  When  these  two  baptisms  were  recorded, 
Abigail  was  called  the  wife  of  Captain  Thomas, 
ai-d  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Jacob,  and  the  error  was 
continued  in  the  record  when  the  other  children 
were  baptized.  Captain  Thomas  Bradbury  had 
command  of  the  "  Block  House,"  or  Fort,  onSaco 
river,  in  Hollis,  Maine,  in  1748  and  1749.  His 
two  sons,  Jacob  and  Moses,  were  in  his  Company; 
also  his  brother,  Jacob,  his  son-in-law,  Samuel 
Merrill,  and  brother-in-law,  Elisha  Allen.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  hemoved  from  Biddeford  to  Bux- 
ton, at  the  early  settlement  of  the  township,  and 
nettled  on  the  farm  hie  son  William  afterwards  re- 
Bided  on.     He  died  about  1775. 

Jacob  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Abigail  Cole,  had 
Anna,  baptized  June  twenty-first,  1752,  married 
Thomas  Gilpatrick,  jr.,  August  twenty-first,  1777; 
John,   baptized   May   eighteenth,  1753,  married 

Page  of  Conway,  New  Hampshire,  died  in 

Linurick,  Maine,  May  fourth,  1837  ;  Ammi  R., 
baptized  July  twenty-first,  1754  ;  Betty,  baptized 
May  ninth,  1756,  married  Gila  Follett  in  1787  ; 
Lucy,  baptized  April  thirtieth,  1758,  married 
Thomas  Parsons  of  Parsonsfield,  Maine  ;  Abigail, 
baptized  May  thirteenth,  1759,  married  Jere  Page 
of  Fryeburg,  Maine  ;  Eunice,  baptized  November 
sixteenth,  1760,  married  Reuben  Hill,  February 
twenty  ninth,  1788,  died  in  Limerick,  in  1807  ; 
Ammi  R.,  baptized  March  twenty-first,  1762  ; 
Esther,  laptized  August  twenty-sixth,  1764,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Lord  ot  Freedom,  New  Hampshire  ; 
Sarah,  baptized  May  fifth,  1765,  married  Robert 
Page  of  Fryeburg,  Maine  ;  Rebecca,  baptised  Sep- 
tember twenty-first,  1766,  married  in  1790,  Phin- 
•as  Colcord  ;  Jacob,  baptized  February  fourth, 
1769,  married  Jane  Piper,  May  first,  1793,  died  in 
Parsonsfield,  Maine,  May  fourth,  1837  ;  Molly, 
baptized  April  nineteenth,  1772,  married,  Febru- 
ary fourth,  1807,  Joshua  Hutchinson  ot  Buxton, 
Maine;  Thomas,  baptized  June  eighteenth,  1775, 

married  Webster.      The  above  fourteen 

children  were  baptized  in  BidJeford,  Maine. 
There  were  qIbo  Joseph,  married  Betsey  Severns  ; 
Charles  ;  Susan,  married Harvey  of  Bux- 
ton ;  Olive  ;  and  two  others  making  in  all  twenty. 
The  six  last  were  probably  born  in  Limerick, 
Maine,  where  their  father,  Jacob  Bradbury,  sen- 
ior, settled  in  about  1780.  He  was  the  first  Dea- 
con of  the  Church  in  that  town.  He  and  his 
brother,  Moses,  received,  in  1771,  from  their  fath- 
er, Captain  Thomas  Bradbury,  by  deed,  each  one 
half  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  "  adjoining 
Gooch's  Island,"  in  Biddeford.     Moses  did  an  ex- 


tensive lumber  business  in  Biddeford,  in  1793-98, 
in  company  with  his  son,  Samuel.  He  owned  a 
saw-mill  and  a  fulling  and  carding-mill,  on  Gooch's 
Island.  He  was  killed  while  driving  logs  on  Lit- 
tle Ossipee  river,  in  Limerick.  Moses  had  seven 
children,  viz  :  Samuel,  married  Abigail  Cleaves  ; 
Mo6es,  married  Joenna  Hill ;  Ruth,  married,  first, 
Foster,  second,  Stephen  Woodman  of  Bux- 


ton ;  Abigail,  married  Captain  Noah  Hooper  ;  Ne- 
hemiah,  married,  firBt,  Elizabeth  Cole,  second, 
Mrs.  Molly  Hooper,  nee  Lunt ;  Molly,  married 
Nathaniel  Foss  ;  and  Sally,  married  Samuel  Mer- 
rill. 

Jacob  Bradbury,  who  married  Abigail  Eaton, 
moved  from  Biddeford  to  Buxton  about  the  time 
his  brother,  Captain  Thomas,  did.  He  died  in 
1797.  His  children  were  Joseph,  born  in  1734  ; 
V'oses,  born  in  1736,  killed  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian War;  Jacob,  born  in  1737;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1738,  married  in  1704,  Stephen  Palmer 
of  Buxton,  Maine  ;  Abigail,  born  in  1741.  mar- 
ried, in  1763,  Daniel  Leavitt  of  Buxton  ;  Jacob, 
baptized  in  Biddeford,  Maine,  April  twenty- 
second,  1744,  married  first  Mary  Goodwin;  sec- 
ond, Mrs.  Catharine  Morris,  nee  Simonton ; 
Hannah,  baptized  in  1746,  married  Joshua  Heirl 
(Earl)  of  Berwick,  Maine,  who  subsequently 
settled  in  Hollis,  Maine  ;  Joseph,  baptized  in 
1748,  married,  in  1774,  Patience,  daughter  of 
John  Goodwin  of  Kennebunk-port,  Maine,  a  na- 
tive of  Berwick  ;  Sarah,  baptized  in  1750,  mar- 
ried, in  1770.  John  Owen  of  Buxton  ;  Jabez, 
baptized  in  1752,  married  first  Sarah  Atkinson  in 
1774  ;  second,  Mrs.  Mary  Billings,  nee  Cutts,  in 
1807,  widow  of  Enoch  Billings  of  Buxton  :  Mary, 
baptized  in  1754,  married  in  1773  Samuel  Beard 
of  Scarboro',  Maine;  Elijah,  baptized  in  1757, 
married  in  1779  Sarah  Ijine  ;  Miriam,  baptized 
in  1758,  married  in  1780  Brice  Boothby  of  Bux- 
ton ;  and  Wintrop,  baptized  in  1701.  The  last 
nine  were  baptized  in  Biddeford,  and  probably 
bora  there  ;  the  other  five  were  born  in  Salisbury, 
Massachusetts.  There  was  a  Wintrop,  baptized 
in  Narraganset,  Number  One,  October  ninth, 
1763,  married  in  1785  Susanna  Hazeltine. 

The  other  brother,  Moses,  who  married  Abigail 
Fogg,  settled  in  North  Yarmouth,  Maine,  and 
had  Mary,  born  in  1738,  married  Captain  Wil- 
liam Harris  of  New  Glocester,  Maine  ;  Jacob, 
born  in  1740;  Hannah,  born  in  1742;  Benjamin, 
born  in  1743,  married,  April,  twenty-third,  1766, 
Eleanor  Fellows  ;  Enos,  born  in  1748  ;  Sarah, 
born  in  1751,  mairied  David  Dinsmore  of  Minot, 
Maine ;  Moses,    born    in    1755,   married    Eunice 

Millet;  Samuel;    Naomi,   manied Brown 

of  Leeds  of  Green,  Maine;  and  Abigail,  married 
in  1782  Deacon  Isaac  Allen  of  Minot,  Maine. 

Benjamin  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Elanor  Fel- 
lows, had  Hannah,  born  in  North  Yarmouth, 
Maine,  July  nineteenth,  1766,  married   Samuel 
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Freeman,  October  tenth,  1784,  died  at  Auburn, 
Maine,  November  seventh,  1851  ;  Joseph,  born 
May  tenth,  1768,  married  Tabitha Cotton,  October 
tenth,  1778,  died  in  Norway,  Maine,  April  fourth, 
1836  ;  Abigail,  born  August  twentieth,  1771,  mar- 
ried Wiswell  Seabury,  may  nineteenth,  1797,  died 
in  Auburn,  November  6ixth,  1849;  Benjamin, 
born  April  tenth,  1775,  married,  first,  Anna  Mer- 
sey, November  twentieth,  1798,  second,  Arseneth 
Wheeler,  October  twentieth,  1839,  died  in  Au- 
burn, May  ninth,  1840  ;  Samuel,  born  in  New 
Gloucester,  Maine,  December  fourth,  1777,  mar- 
ried Jane  Guerney,  March  fifteenth,  1802,  died  in 
Auburn,  September  sixteenth,  1842;  Polly,  born 
December  twenty-fourth,  1780,  married  Josiah 
Berrv,  June  twentieth,  1801,  died  in  Miuot,  Maine, 
September  sixth,  1820;  Eleanor,  born  in  Minot, 
July  fifteenth,  1782,  married  Wilber  Caswelll, 
July  seventh,  1803,  died  in  Auburn,  in  1868  ;  Da- 
vid, born  May  third,  1785,  married,  first,  Polly 
Robertson,  November  seventh,  1806,  second,  Sally 
Vickery,  May  twenty-ninth,  1816,  died  in  Minot, 
April  seventeenth,  1838  ;  Bethula,  born  July  tenth, 
1887,  married  William  Tuck,  April  twenty-first, 
1856,  living  in  Auburn  in  1868  ;  and  Jacob,  born 
March  tenth,  1789,  married,  first,  Sally  Chamber- 
lain, October  third,  1810,  second,  Polly  Chamber- 
lain, November  sixth,  1819,  died  in  Auburn,  No- 
vembeo,  twentieth,  1806. 

Moses  Bradbury  and  bis  wife,  Eunice  Millet, 
had  Deborah,  born  January  sixth,  1782,  married 
Deacon  Benjamin  Herring  ;  Charles,  born  May 
fourth,  1783,  married  Polly  Ohase,died  in  Anson, 
Maine  ;  Moses,  born  October  twenty-eighth,  1784, 
died  in  Foxcraft,  Maine,  April  thirteenth,  1813  ; 
John,  born  August  fifteenth,  1786,  married  Ale- 
thea  Hersey,  was  a  merchant  in  Bangor,  Maine, 
where  he  died  ;  Eunice,  born  June  ninth,  1788, 
married  Samuel  Hersey,  died  in  Sumner,  Maine, 
May  fifth,  1830;  Sarah,  born  October,  1790,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Hersey,  died  in  Foxcraft  ;  Mary, 
born  July  fifth,  1792,  was  the  second  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Hersey,  died  in  Sumner,  November  fifteenth, 
1859  ;  Hannah,  born  May  eighteenth,  1794,  died 
in  Norway,  Maine,  May  thirtieth,  1815 ;  Enos, 
born  April  ninth,  1796,  married,  first,  Lucy  At- 
kinson, second,  Mary  Howard,  died  in  Minot, 
December  third,  1842;  Nathaniel,  born  March 
tenth,  1798,  married  Nancy  P.  Mitchell,  died  in 
Foxcraft,  March  sixteenth,  1827  ;  Joanna,  born 
March  twenty- seventh,  1800  ;  Hiram,  born  April 
twenty-fourth,  1804,  married  Nancy  Washburn, 
May  1830.     These  were  all  born  in  Minofc. 

Joseph  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Tabitha  Cotton, 
had  Charles  A.  born  in  New  Gloucester,  Maine. 
July  nineteenth  1789,  married  Mary  S.  True,  Feb- 
ruary twenty-eighth,  1812;  Sophia,  born  Novem- 
ber sixth,  1790,  married  Amos  Young,  Setember 
twelfth,  1815  ;  Ruth,  born  August  twenty-ninth, 
1792,  married  Joseph  Stevens,  October  fifteenth, 


1817;  Eleanor,  born  in  Poland,  Maine,  April 
twenty-first,  1795,  married  Asa  Packard,  Novem- 
ber eighteenth,  1820  ;  Betsey,  born  April  eleventh, 
1797,  died  June  twenty-third,  1798  ;  Jacob,  born 
June  twenty-fifth,  1799,  married  Sally  King  Rip- 
ley, January  first,  1822 ;  Nathan  A.  born  June 
twentieth,  1801,  married  Eliza  Millet,  October 
fifteenth,  1827,  physician  in  Sweden,  ,Vaine  ;  Mo- 
ses, born  July  twelfth,  1803,  married  Hannah 
Knight,  December  eleventh,  1825  ;  and  Nathaniel 
M,  born  December  eighteenth,  1806,  married  Ju- 
lia A.  Fostor,  October  twenty-seventh,  1831. 

Jacob  Bradbury  and  his  wife,  Sally  King  Rip- 
ley, had  Sabina  E,  born  in  Norway,  Maine,  De- 
cember fifteenth,  1822,  married  William  P.Ste- 
vens, February  twenty-seventh,  1846;  Matilda  A, 
born  September  fifteenth,  1824,  married  William. 
A.  Marston,  November  twenty-fifth,  1847  ;  Na- 
than Osgood,  born  October  fyurth,  1826,  died  De- 
cember twenty-fifth,  1828  ;  Osgood  Nathan,  born 
October  twenty-eighth,  1828,  married  Ellen  R. 
Scribner,  June  thirteenth,  1852,  physician  in 
Springfield,  Maine ;  Henry  A.  M,  born  August 
twentieth,  1830,  married  Persis  Ripley,  February 
third,  1855  ;  Harriet  N,  born  July  twelfth,  1832, 
married  Willirm  K.  Ripley,  March  fourth,  1853  ; 
Sarah  A,  born  October  twenty-eighth,  1834,  mar- 
ried Alden  Woodbury,  March  twenty-sixth  1854; 
Euphena  J,  born  March  tenth,  1837  ;  Jacob  F, 
born  June  tenth,  1839;  Ntlly  F,  born  August 
twenty,  1841 ;  James  G.  B,  born  January  twenty- 
second,  1846  ;  and  Ida  E.  born  September  twelfth, 
1849. 


QUERIES. 

Can  any  one  give  me  any  information  in  regard 
to  the  fate  of  the  gallant  Captain  Bradbury,  of 
the  Confederate  service,  ,who  invented  the  torpe- 
does used  by  the  Confederates  on  the  rivers,  during 
the  late  war  ? 

Information  wanted  in  regard  to  the  descend- 
ants of  John  Bradbury,  who  was  at  or  near  New- 
ark, New  Jersey,  in  1692.  Also  of  John  Brad- 
bury and  his  wife,   Margaret ,  who  had 

licence  to  go  from  London,  England,  to  Rotterdam, 
Holland,  in  1630. 

Benjamin  Bradbury  moved  from  Buxton,  Maine, 
to  Ohio,  in  about  1800.  Where  are  his  descend- 
ants? 

John  Minot,  of  Portland,  Maine,  married  Jeui- 
ma  Bradbury,  in  1764.  Where  do  their  descend- 
ants reside? 

Noah  Goodwin,  of  Somersworth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, married  Mrs.  Salome  Laverdy  of  Berwick, 
Maine,  May  twentieth,  1779,  and  had  a  son,  Ama- 
ziah,  born  February  eighteenth  1780.  Will  some 
one  give  me  information  in  regard  to, them  ? 

W.  F.  G. 
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-DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 
Introductory. 


(Utters  signed)  which  are  more  common,  because  «o  many 
official  persons  availed  themselves,  then,  as  now  of  the 
services  of  an  amanuensis.  The  third  class  are  "ADS" 
(autograph  documents  signed)  which  with  "DS"  (docu- 
;  ments  signed)  are  not  esteemed  so  highly,  but  like  the 
'  letters,  vary  in  value,  according  to  subject,  and  date  and 
similarity  of  signature  to  that  attached  to  the  Declaration 
Some  collectors  confine  their  efforts  to  the  points  of  unii 
formity  in  size,  desiring  all  folio  or  all  quarto  specimen«- 
while  others  make  the  period  the  test,  and  desire  the  date 
of  all  their  specimens  to  be  Revolutionary. 

The  collection  of  which  copies  are  annexed,  speaks  for 
itself.    It  was  made  without  reference  to  size;  but  the  ob- 


ject has  been,  as  far  as  possible,  to  obtain  papers  of  his- 
torical interest.  Many  specimens  have  been  exchanged 
or  rejected :  and  many  still  remain,  which,  if  opportunity 
offers,  will  be  hereafter  improved.  All  of  them  have  been 
repaired,  without  mutilation,  and  inlaid  by  Trent,  in  draw- 
ing-paper, of  large  folio  size;  and  illustrated  with  por- 
traits,  views,  caricatures,   and    official  and    other  rin™. 


"  With  what  grandeur,  with  what  enthusiasm,  should  I 
':  not  speak  of  those  generous  men  who  erected  this  grand 
"  edifice  by  their  patience,  their  wisdom,  and  their  cour- 
•'  age:  Hancock,  Franklin,  the  two  Adamses,  were  the 
"  greatest  actors  in  this  affecting  scene ;  but  they  were  not 
"  the  only  ones.  Posterity  shall  know  them,  all.  Their 
•'honored  names  shall  be  transmitted  to  it  by  a  happier 
"  pen  than  mine.  Brass  and  marble  shall  show  them  to 
•'remotest  ages.    In  beholding  them  shall  the  friend  of, 

"freedom  feel  his  heart  palpitate  with  joy— feel  his  eyes  nlentf,>  armf  of  States,  Colonial  money  and  newspapers, 
"  float  in  delicious  tears.  Under  the  bust  of  one  of  them  otc>'  etc.,  illustrative  of  the  period,  all  similarly  inlaid  or 
'•  has  been  written,  '  He.  wrested  thunder  from  heaven,  and  '■  mount«!>  and  on  separate  sheets,  to  the  number,  at  this 
'"the  sceptre  from  tyrants. '  Of  the  last  words  of  this  eu-  '  ,  c>  ot  i'ccve1r1al  5rtmS?ed'  fc5f.V]*ole  to  constitute  three  folio 
'•  logy  shall  all  of  them  paitake.-AiniE  Raynal."  i  J™101  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Southern  States,  re- 

The  letters  and  manuscripts  which  follow,  form,  together,  <  ^h^copyof  the  Declaration  of  Independence  annexed 
a  complete  set_  of  the  autographs  of  the  Signers  of  the  |  is  one  of  thirteen  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of 

the  Cougress.    It  was  for  many  years  the  property  of  a 


Declaration  of  Independence,  constituting  one  of  the  four- 


teen known  to  exist.  For  more  than  halt  a  century  these  !  gentleman  in  the  South,  from  whom  the  Collector  procured 
collections  have  attracted  the  attention  and  afforded  an  j  it,  like  the  other  specimens,  without  " makin^  araid^or 
agreeable  pastime  for  Hie  leisure  hours  of  a  number  of  j  incurring  an  obligation  which  he  did  not  attempt  to aeauit 


genilemen,  .■  cattered  throughout  the  United  States ;  and,  in 
addition  to  the  sets  above  alluded  to,  it  is  known  that 
there  are  a  large  number  which  lack  but  few  names  of 
completeness. 

To  those  who  do  not  sympathize  in  this  antiquarian  pur- 
suit, it  may  appear  singular  that  men  should  devote  so 
much  of  their  time  and  Incur  the  heavy  attendant  outlay 
in  collecting  a  number  of  old  pieces  of  paper;  but  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  collector  is  a  sentiment  which  cannot 
be  described,  but  must  be  experienced  to  be  realized.  It 
is  a  work  which  is  performed  in  private,  and,  like  other 
revels  in  the  charnel-house  of  Time,  is  carried  on  in  the 
witching  hour  of  night,  for  its  laborers  arc  generally  those 
engaged  in  other  avocations,  which  absorb  the  ordinary 
working  hours.  If  it  ever  manifests  itself  in  public,  it  is 
in  the  pursuit  of  material,  when  a  sale  of  Autograph  Let- 
ters and  Manuscripts  calls  together  the  collectors  or  their 
agents,  in  an  auction-room,  in  competition;  and  then 
a  matter  of  amusement  to  spectators,  to  witness  th 
tent  to  which  a  mania  will  carry  them,  overlooking,  that 
in  some  other  collection,  perhaps  that  of  greenbacks,  they 
are  equally  enthusiastic. 

The  primary  object  to  be  attained,  is  a  collection  of  some- 
thing written  by  every  Signer;  and,  owing  to  the  rarity  of 
some  of  the  specimens,  this,  at  this  time,  Is  almost  an  im- 
possibility, as  the  number  of  complete  sets  in  existence, 
after  so  many  years  research,  attests.  After  this  is  ac- 
complished,  the  object  of  the  collector  is  to  improve  his 
set,  which  is  done  according  to  his  taste  or  abilities.  All 
collectors  seek  to  complete  a  set  of  "ALS"  (autograph 
letters  signed)  which  forms  the  highest  class  of  specimens, 
in  both  rarity  and  value;  and,  in^this  form,  some  of  the 
names  rarely  if  ever  are  to  be  found;  while,  in  other 
cases,  autograph  letters  occur,  left  unsigned  as  a  precau- 
tion by  the  writer  in  time  of  War.    Next  to  this  come  "  L  S  '' 

His.  Mac.  IV.  14. 


tempt  to  acquit. 
In  complying  with  a  request  to  furnish  copies  cf  a  col- 
lection—which, originating  in  an  appreciation  of  the  patri- 
otism of  the  Signers  and  gratitude  for  his  share  of  the 
result  of  their  labors,  has  been  a  source  of  amusement  and 
pleasant  occupation  for  a  number  of  years — he  wishes  to 
disclaim  any  intention  of  holding  up  "to  the  reader  as  01 
superior  excellence;  but  feels  it  a  duty  to  place  in  more 
permanent  form,  some  papers  of  interest,  never  before, 
printed,  and  to  induce  other  Collectors  possessing,  for 
many  of  the  names,  those  of  greater  value,  to  do  the  same. 

I.— THE  BECLASA  TIoX. 

[From  one  of  the  thirteen  original  copies  of  the  Decla- 
ration signed  by  President  and  Secretary  of  Contrress  and 
sent  to  the  States.] 

e*«S|ln  Congress,  July  4,    1776. 

Tlir.     t  XANIMOIS 

DECLARATION 


Thirteen  United  States  of  AMERICA. 

WM1KN  in  the  course  o\'  human  events,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  one  people  t<>  dis- 
solve the  political  bands  which  have  con- 
nected them  with  another,  and  to  assume, 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and 
equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and 
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of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect 
to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they 
should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to 
the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — that 
all  men  are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  endow- 
ed by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  ot  happiness.  That,  to  secure 
these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed;  that, whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government, 
laying  its  foundation  on  such  principle-,  and 
organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and 
happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that 
governments  long  established  should  not  be 
changed  for  light  and  transient  causes;  and, 
accordingly,  all  experience  hath  shown  that 
mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by 
abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accus- 
tomed. But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and 
usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  ob- 
ject, evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  ab- 
solute despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their 
duty,  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to 
provide  new  guards  for  their  future  security. 
Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these 
colonies  ;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which 
constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of 
government.  The  history  of  the  present  King 
of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  injur- 
ies and  usurpations,  all  having  in  direct  object 
the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over 
these  states.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  submit- 
ted to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most 
wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws 
of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,  unless 
suspended  in  their  operations  till  his  assent 
should  be  obtained  ;  and,  when  so  suspended. 
he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  large  districts  of  people,  un- 
less those  people  would  relinquish  the  right  of 
representation  in  the  Legislature — a  right  ines- 
timable to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at 
places  unusual,  uncomfortable,  and  distant  from 
the  repository  of  their  public  records,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  re- 
peatedly, for  opposing,  with  manly  firmness, 
his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 


He  has  refused,  for  a  long  time  after  such  dis- 
solutions, to  cause  others  to  be  elected  ;  where- 
by the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihil- 
ation, have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  "for 
their  exercise :  the  state  remaining,  in  the 
mean  time,  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  inva- 
sion from  without  and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population 
of  these  states;  for  that  purpose  obstructing 
the  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  : 
refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  mi- 
gration hithei,  and  raising  the  conditions  of 
new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, by  refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  estab- 
lishing judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  Avili 
alone  for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the 
amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices. 
and  sent  hither  swarms  of  officers,  to  harass- 
our  people  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace, 
standing  armies,  without  the  consent  of  our 
Legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  inde- 
pendent of,  and  superior  to.  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to 
a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  our  constitutions,  and 
unacknowledged  by  our  laws ;  giving  his  as- 
sent to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  ot  armed  troops 
among  us ; 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from 
punishment  for  any  murders  which  they  should 
commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  states : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of 
the  world: 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  con- 
sent: 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  bene- 
fits of  trial  by  jury  : 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas,  to  be  tried 
for  pretended  offenses ; 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English 
laws  in  a  neighboring  province,  establishing 
therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging 
its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  ex- 
ample and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our 
most  valuable  laws,  and  altering,  fundamental- 
ly, the  forms  of  our  governments  : 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and 
declaring  themselves  invested  with  power  to 
legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsover. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  de- 
claring us  out  of  his  protection,  and  waging 
war  against  us. 

He    has   plundered    our  seas,   ravaged    our 


1868.] 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE 


211 


coasts,  butted   our  towns,  and  destroyed  the 
lives  of  our  people. 

He  is  at  tills  time  transporting  large  armies 
of  foreign  mercenaries,  to  complete  the  works 
of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun 
with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy 
scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken 
captive  on  the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against 
their  country,  to  become  the  executioners  of 
their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves 
by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  among 
us,  and  lias  endeavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers  the  merciless  Indian 
savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  un- 
distinguished destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes, 
and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have 
petitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  humble 
terms :  our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act 
which  may  define  a  tyrant  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  our  attentions 
to  our  British  brethren.  We  have  warned 
them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  their 
Legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdic- 
tion over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the 
circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice 
and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them 
by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  disavow 
these  usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  in- 
terrupt our  connections  and  correspondence. 
They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  jus- 
tice and  of  consanguinity.  We  must,  there- 
fore, acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the 
rest  of  mankind — enemies  in  war— in  peace, 
friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  general  Congress 
assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 
the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions. 
do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish 
and  declare  that  these  united  colonies  are,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
states:  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political 
connection  between  them  and  the  state  of 
Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dis- 
solved ;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent 
states,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  con- 
clude peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  com- 
merce, and    to  do  all   other  acts   and   things 


which  independent  states  may  of  right  do. 
And  for  the  support  of  this  Declaration,  with 
a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 

John  Hancock. 


Georgia 


NORTH  Carolina 


South  Carolina 


Maryland 


Virginia 


Pennsylvania 


Delaware 


New  York 


New  Jersey. 


New  Hampshire 


i  Button  Gwinnett 
•  Lyman  Hall 
/  Georee  Walton 


i  W"1  Hooper 
•  Joseph  Hewes 
/  John  Penn 


f  Edward  Rutledge 
j  Thos  Hey  ward  Jun 
|  Thomas  Lynch  jun* 

I  Arthur  Middleton 

|  Samuel  Chase 

I  Wm  Paca 

■J  Thos  Stone 

|  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car- 

I  rollton 

f  George  Wythe 

[  Richard  Henry  Lee 

|  Th8  Jefferson  " 

J  Benja  Harrison 

|  Tho's  Nelson  jr 

'  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee 

I  Carter  Braxton 

fRob1  Morris 
|  Benjamin  Rush 
■  Benja  Franklin 

John  Morton 
;  Geo  Clymcr 
|  Ja"  Smith 
|  Geo  Taylor 
I  James  Wilson 
I  Geo  ROSS 

S  Caesar  Rodnev 

j  Geo  Bead 

|"W"  Floyd 
!  Phil  Livingston 
|  Frans  Lewis 
I  Lewis  Morris 

i  Rich'1  Stockton 
I  Jno  Witherspoon 
i  Fra"  Ilopkinson 
|  John  Hart 
[  Abra  Clark 

C  Josiah  Bartlett 

}  Wm  Whipple 

f  Matthew  Thornton 
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Massachusetts  Bay 


\  Sam1  Adams 
j  John  Adams 
|  Rob1  Treat  Paine 
^Elbridge  Gerry 


Rhode  Island  and  \  Step  Hopkins 
Providence  &c      (  William  Ellery 


Connecticut 


f  Roger  Sherman 
j  Sam1  Huntington 
-j  ^ym  Williams 
[  Oliver  Wolcott 


In  CONGRESS.  January  18,  1777 
ORDERED 

THAT  an  authenticated  Copy  of  the  DECLA- 
RATION op  INDEPENDENCY  with  the 
Names  of  the  MEMBERS  of  CONGRESS  sub- 
scribing the  same  be  sent  to  each  of  the  UNI- 
TED STATES  and  that  they  be  desired  to  have 
the  same  put  on  RECORD. 

By  Order  of  CONGRESS 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  President 

a  True  Copy 
John  Hancock,  Presid* 
Attest 
Chas  Thomson,  Sec>' 

Baltimore  in  Maryland  :    Printed  by  Mary 
Katharine  Goddakd. 


vV 


II.— THE  CONGRESS. 

I. — A  Commission  of  the  Congress. 

IN  CONGRESS 
THE  DELEGATES  of  the  UNITED  STATES 
of  New  Hampshire  Massachusetts  Bay  Rhode- 
Island  Connecticut  New  York  New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  Kent 
and  Sussex  in  Delaware  Maryland  Virginia 
North  Carolina  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 

To  Andrew  Porter  Gentleman 
fe  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence 
in  your  Patriotism  Valour  Conduct  and 
Fidelity  Do  by  these  Presents,  consti- 
tute and  appoint  you  to  be  first  Lieute- 
nant in  Capt  Jesse  Cardens  Company  of 
the  Maryland  forces  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  raised  for  the  Defence  of 
American  Liberty  and  repelling  every 
hostile  invasion  thereof.  You  are  there- 
fore carefully  and  diligently  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  first  Lieutenant  by 
doing  and  performing  all  manner  of 
Things  thereunto  belonging.  And  we  do 
strictly  charge  and  require  all  Officers 
and  Soldiers  under  your  Command  to 
be   Obedient  to   your   Orders   as    first 


Lieutenant.  And  you  are  to  observe 
and  follow  such  Orders  and  Directions 
from  Time  to  Time,  as  you  shall  receive 
from  this  or  a  future  Congress  of  the 
United  States  or  Committee  of  Congress 
for  that  Purpose  appointed  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  the  time  being  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  or  any 
other  your  superior  Officer  according  to 
the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  War  in 
Pursuance  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  you 
This  Commission  to  continue  in  force 
until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress 

Dated  at  Philadelphia  the  10"1  day  of 
December  Seventeen  hundred  and  Sev- 
enty Six 

By  order  of  the  Congress 
Attest  John  Hancock,  President 

CnAs  Thomson,  Sec> 


II. — Resolutions  op  the  Congress. 

In  Congress  July  3d  1776 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter 
from  the  Convention  of  New  Jersey,  Whereupon 
Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  send  as  many  of 
the  Troops  of  their  Colony  as  they  can  spare  to 
Monmouth  County  in  New  Jersey  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Colony  and  to 
be  subject  to  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief:  the  said  Troops  to  be  allowed  the  same 
pay  and  rations  as  the  Troops  in  the  service  of 
the  Continent  from  the  time  of  their  march 
until  they  return 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

Charles  Thomson,  Sectv 
By  order  of  Congress 

John  Hancock  Prest 

In  Congress  October  22d  1776 
Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  going  to  the 
Court  of  France  be  directed  to  procure  from, 
the  Court  at  the  expense  of  these  United  States 
either  by  purchase  or  loan  eight  line  of  battle 
ships  of  seventy  four  and  sixty  four  guns,  well 
manned  and  fitted  in  every  respect  for  service, 
That  as  these  ships  may  be  useful  in  proportion 
to  the  quickness  with  which  they  reach  North 
America  the  Commissioners  be  directed  to  ex- 
pedite the  negociation  with  all  possible  dili- 
gence 

By  order  of  Congress 
Attest  John  Hancock  Presid' 

Chas  Thomson  Sec> 
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III. — Resolution  of  Marine  Committee. 
In  Marine  Committee  15th  January  1777 
Ordered  that  Messrs  Purveyance  &  Stewart  the 
Continental  Marine  Agents  in  the  State  of 
Maryland  be  directed  to  proceed  immediately 
to  provide  Timber  for  building  the  two  thirty 
six  gun  Frigates  ordered  to  be  built  in  the  said 
State,  and  to  proceed  in  other  respects  to  pro- 
vide materials  for  the  completion  of  said 
Frigates. 

John  Hancock 
Richard  Henry  Lee 
Wm  Whipple 


The  particular 
Dimensions  shall  be 
delivered  you 


IV. — TnE  Secretary  of  the  Congress. 

Phlla.  June  {».   177!). 
Sir 

The  voyage  of  the  vessel  that  carries  this 
being  altered,  and  she  being  ordered  to  touch 
at  Martinique  &  perhaps  to  return  from  thence 
I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  letter 
and  bill  which  I  had  prepared  for  Messrs.  Cur- 
son  &  Governeur  and  requesting  the  favour,  if 
you  can  procure  the  articles,  t  >  negociate  the 
bill  ifc  send  me  the  articles  and  in  that  case 
you  may  suppress  the  letter  to  Messrs.  Curson 
&  Co.  The  linen  I  am  in  great  want  of.  If 
you  cannot  get  good  black  sattin  you  may  sub- 
stitute plumb  coloured  mantua  instead  thereof. 

The  armies  have  taken  the  field,  Clinton  is 
directing  his  force  up  the  North  River,  where  it 
is  expected  he  will  meet  with  a  warm  reception. 
Our  forts  in  the  highlands  are  in  good  repair, 
McDougal  is  on  the  east  and  Genl  Washington 
on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  river  to  support 
them.     We  have  had  various  rumours  of  a  vic- 
tory gained  by  our  troops  in  South   Carolina, 
but  nothing  certain  is  yet  come  to  Congress. 
I  am 
Sir 
Your  obed  :  humble  serv1 
Chas.  Thomson 

P.S.  If  you  cannot  conveniently  procure 
the  articles,  you  will  please  to  enclose  the  bill 
in  the  letter  and  forward  them  as  directed. 

Addressed 

William  Bingham  Esq'   in  Martinique 

///.—  THE  S  TA  TJES. 

I. — New  Hampshire. 
1. — Josmh   Bartlett. 

Born  at  Aniesbury,  Mass.,  in  November,  1729,  and  was  a 
successful  medical  practitioner,  before  his  entrance  into 
public  life,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  opponents 
of  the  asserted  rights  of  the  Crown,  although  holding  a 
Magistrate's  Commission  and  the  command  of  a  Regiment 
of  Militia,  under  the  Royal  Governor.    In  176ft,  he  was  a 


Member  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and  served  in  the 
first  Continental  Congress ;  and  his  signature  to  the  Decla- 
ration, follows  Hancock  s.  He  was  Chief-justice  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Common  Pleas,  in  J 779,  and,  subsequent- 
ly, a  Judge  of  her  Supreme  Court.  Elected  a  Senator  ol 
the  United  States,  on  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, in  1787,  he  preferred  his  position  of  President  ol 
his  State;  and,  in  1793,  was  elected  her  tirsr  Governor, 
under  the  revised  Constitution,  but  soon  abandoned  office 
for  the  retirement  of  private  life.  He  died  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  May,1795,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. 

Philadelphia,  Septemb'  2'1  177U 
My  Dear  Sir 

I  have   Rec'1  yours  of  the   If1  ulto  with  the 
acts  of  our  Legislature  inclosed,  for  which  I 
thank  you  as  it  gives  me  particular  satisfaction 
to  be  informed  of  the  situation  of  affairs   in 
our  own  State.     I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  great 
difficulties  we  labor  under  by  the  soldiers  being 
enlisted  for   such  short    periods,  and   that   il 
would  have  been  much  better  had  they  at  first 
Rec1  a  good  bounty  &  been  enlisted  to  serve 
during  the  war.       But    you    may  recollect  the 
many   and  to  appearance   almost  insuperable 
Difficulties  that  then  lay  in  our  way,  no  money, 
no  magazines  of  provisions,  no  military  stores, 
no  Government,  in  short  when  I  look  back  and 
consider  our  situation  about  15  months  ago,  in 
stead  of  wondering  that  we  are  in  no  better 
situation  than  at  present  I  am  surprized  we  are 
in   so  good;   who   of  us  at  that  time  expected 
that  the   infatuation  of  Brittain   would  have 
forced  us  to  the  State  we  now  arc  in.  as  circum- 
stances  now  are  I  think  we  ought  by  all  means 
to  be  provided  with  a  well  Disciplined  army  to 
serve  during  the  war,  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  raised   as  soon   as  possible.     I  am  Glad  to 
hear  that   our  powder  mill   is  ready  to  be  set 
going  :    pray  take  particular  care  that  the  pow- 
der is  good;  a  Considerable  Quantity  made  by 
one  of  the  mills  in  this  State  appears  not  to 
have  above  half  the  force  of  good  powder  and 
does   not  catch  quick.     The  danger  from  bad 
powder  in  an  engagement  is  so  great  that  the 
Congress  have  ordered  that  no  powder  shall  be 
sent"  to  the  Army  but  such  as  have  been  web 
tried   &  approved  by  inspectors  appointed  fol 
the  purpose  and  have  Recommended  it  to  the 
Several  Legislatures  to   appoint  inspectors  to 
prove  all  the  powder  that  is  made  or  imported 
into   their  respective  States;    a  copy  I  will  en- 
close if  I  can  procure,  one  before  the  post  sets 
off,  I  will   also  enclose  the  order  of  Congress 
concerning   wounded    &    maimed     soldiers  & 
seamen. 

The  affairs  at  New  York  seem  at  present 
almost  wholly  to  engross  our  attention:  we 
have  not  had  the  full  of  the  particulars  of  tin 
action  of  the  27  ulto  on  Long  Island  from  the 
General,  but  by  the  best  accounts  we  have  ob- 
tained it  appears  that  our  people  were  decoyed 
&  surrounded  bv  the  main  Body  of  tin-  Emim 
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and  obliged  to  fight  their  way  thro'  or  surren- 
der prisoners.  It  seems  there  must  have  been 
some  very  great  neglect  either  in  not  sending 
out  proper  guards  &  parties  to  gain  intelligence 
or  they  not  doing  their  Duty.  General  Sullivan 
ifc  Lord  Stirling  arc  prisoners  &  I  believe  G  or 
700  others,  the  consequence  has  been  the  Evac- 
uation of  Long  Island  &  Governors  Island,  of 
both  which  the  Enemy  are  now  in  possession, 
a  very  unfortunate  beginning  of  the  Campaign 
there.  However  it  is  not  irreparable  and  I 
hope  it  will  make  both  officers  «fc  soldiers  more 
careful  to  keep  proper  Guards  ifc  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  taken  by  surprize  any  more. 

After  writing  the  above  General  Sullivan 
came  to  my  lodgings  in  the  City  and  by  his  ac- 
counts the  affair  of  Long  Island  was  much  as  I 
had  heard.  He  says  he  has  two  verbal  mes- 
sages from  Lord  Howe  which  he  is  permitted 
on  his  parol  to  come  to  Congress  to  propose, 
one  is  the  exchange  of  himself  &  Lord  Stirling 
for  Gen1  Prescott  &  McDonald,  the  other  is  to 
propose  a  meeting  with  some  of  the  Members 
of  Congress  (as  private  Gentlemen  lor  he  cant 
acknowledge  any  such  body  as  Congress)  to  see 
if  they  cant  agree  on  some  proposition  for  an 
accommodation  without  further  Bloodshed  and 
says  he  will  meet  at  almost  any  place  for  the 
purpose,  These  are  but  verbal  messages  &  I 
can  easily  see  great  difficulties  that  may  arise 
let  the  Congress  accept  or  refuse  the  proposed 
Conference.  What  the  Congress  will  do  is  at 
present  uncertain  but  hope  they  will  be  direct- 
ed by  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  Events,  to  do 
in  this  and  every  other  affair  before  them  what 
will  be  most  Conducive  to  the  Safety  &  Happi- 
ness of  these  American  States. 
So  wishes  your 

friend  ifc  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv' 

JosiAn  Bartlett 

den1  Folsom:. 

Exeter  November  4,h  IT 79 
My  Deaii  Sin 

While  at  Hartford  (from  whence  I  returned 
the  2d  Inst)  I  Bee'1  your  favor  ol  the  12*  ulto 
and  since  my  return  I  Recd  yours  of  the  latter 
End  of  September  &  5,h  of  October  and  in  those 
letters  I  Rec1'  the  Copies  of  G1  Burgoynes  pri- 
vate Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State  sundry 
pamphlet  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  with 
newspapers  &c  &c  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you.  The  General  Court  have  been 
siting  about  a  fortnight,  have  resolved  to  lay 
in  our  Claims  to  the  New  hampshire  Grants  West 
of  Connecticut  River,  and  appointed  Mr  J. 
Livermore  in  conjunction  with  our  Delegates  in 
Congress  to  appear  assert  and  prosecute  our 
Rights  and  an  act  is  now  Drafting  to  impower 


Congress  to  take  up  the  matter  agreeable  to 
their  Resolves  for  that  purpose.  A  vote  has 
passed  empowering  you  &  Mr  Woo'bry  Lang- 
don  to  Represent  the  State  in  Congress  till  Re- 
lieved or  Recalled  a  Copy  of  which  I  suppose 
will  be  sent  by  the  President.  Gen  Whipple  & 
Gen1  Folsom  are  appointed  Delegates  but 
whether  either  of  them  will  accept  is  at  pres- 
ent uncertain,  I  Believe  Gen1  Folsom  will  ac- 
cept and  perhaps  Mv  Whipple  may  lie  prevailed 
on  to  attend  next  Spring  if  necessary.  Col 
Samuel  Folsom  &  Col  Moses  Nichols  are 
appointed  to  repair  to  the  Army  &  Endeavor 
to  reinlist  our  Soldiers  During  the  war  whose 
times  are  now  Expiring.  The  G  Court  seems  to 
be  of  opinion  that  no  more  taxes  can  be  raised 
by  this  State  till  there  is  a  new  proportion 
amongst  the  Several  Towns,  and  are.  about 
sending  out  precepts  for  that  purpose.  The 
Requisition  of  Congress  for  our  proportion  of 
15  millions  monthly  has  not  yet  been  acted 
upon  but  from  what  I  can  at  present  learn  am 
in  hopes  it  will  be  raised  tho  not  so  soon  as  is 
Desired. 

The  result  of  our  meeting  at  Hartford  will 
come  to  Congress  before  this  reaches  you. 
Please  to  inform  me  what  are  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  Relative  to  the  measures  proposed 
&  whether  there  is  a  probability  of  tho  Several 
States  cominginto  those  measures.  I  well  knew 
the  Difficulties  of  Regulations  of  prices  but 
unless  something  is  soon  Done  to  Stop  the  De- 
preciation of  Currency  it  will  soon  cease  to  be 
a  circulating  medium  and  the  Distress  and 
Dangers  that  will  follow  are  obvious  to  Every 
man  of  Common  Sense  and  what  better  measure 
can  be  taken  to  keep  off  so  Dangerous  a  Situa- 
tion \  Taxes  alone  we  find  by  fatal  Experience 
will  not,  and  if  the  Taxes  are  Collected  and  the 
money  will  not  purchase  the  necessaries  for  the 
army  what  will  it  avail.  If  anything  better 
can  be  adopted  than  we  have  proposed  I  shall 
Cheerfully  agree  to  it,  if  not  is  it  not  best  to  try 
regulations  once  more  on  the  proposed  plan 
until  the  opposition  Expected  from  those  large 
Taxes  begin  to  take  Effect  ?  if  that  alone  will 
Relieve  us  the  Regulations  will  of  course  be  at 
an  End  when  people  cannot  get  so  much  for 
their  articles  as  the  stipulated  prices. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  last  Recess  ot 
the  General  Court  had  Recd  information  that 
some  persons  in  this  State  &  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts were  Concerned  in  Carrying  on  a  Cor- 
respondence with  the  Enemy  by  means  of  a 
Salt  Works  near  Cape  Cod  and  that  one  or 
two  of  the  Refugees  were  in  this  State  secreted 
that  Came  out  that  way  The  Committee  or- 
dered Robert  Smith  to  take  up  Sundry  sus- 
pected persons  and  enjoined  ourselves  to  Secre- 
sy,  the  matter  however  got  to  the  ears  of  the 
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parties  and  such  proof  was  made  that  it  was 

conveyed  to   them  by  Col  S  H 1  who  you 

know  has  lately  been  of  that  Committee  that 
the  others  ol  the  Committee  ordered  him  not 
to  meet  with  us  til  the  matter  was  cleared 
up  or  the  siting  of  the  General  Court, 
the  Court  since  their  siting  have  taken  up  the 
matter  and  after  a  full  hearing-  and  the  Evi- 
dences on  both  Sides  produced  the  Assembly 
have  expelled  him  their  House,  nsf  am  inform- 
ed, nem  con 

We  have  for  sometime  had  various  rumors 
of  the  success  of  the  French  Fleet  to  the 
'Southward  but  no  certain  intelligence  to  be 
depended  on  The  enemy's  leaving  Rhode 
Island  and  the  Forts  up  the  North  River  shew 
their  apprehensions.  There  is  a  report  here. 
that  the  Brittish  Troops  have  left  Penobscot 
and  from  several  circumstances  I  apt  to  believe 
it  true  tho  there  is  no  certain  accounts  come  to 
.hand. 

I  am,  Respectfully  yours 

J.  Bartlett. 

Nov  Glh  Mr  Jesse  Johnson  &  Dr  Hedges  are 
in  Town  and  were  las'.  Evening  with  the  Presi- 
dent Mr  Dudley  &  myself,  &c. 

Col  N  Peabodv, 
Endorsed  \ 

Colo  Bartlett  Nov  4lh  79 
Rec'1 22  Do. 


,-?. —  William  Whipple. 

Born  at  Kittery,  in  Maine,  in  1730,  anil  was  a  neighbor 
of  Sir  William  Pepperell,  and  drank  in,  as  a  boy,  the  inspi- 
rations of  the  glory  of  the  capture  of  Lonisburg  by  the 
New  England  Militia.  In  his  youth,  he  followed  the  sea; 
but,  at  twenty-nine,  became  a  merchant  in  Portsmouth^  N. 
H.  When  the  struggle  for  freedom  took  place,  his  neigh- 
bors having  discovered  his  merits,  the  cabin-boy  was  suc- 
cessively a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  1775,  one 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and,  in  1776,  a  Delegate  to 
the  Continental  Congress ;  and  became  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Marine  Committee,  which  founded  the  first  Navy. 
He  served  with  distinction  at  Saratoga,  as  a  General  Offi- 
cer, and  was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  the  Convention 
troops,  after  Bnrgoyne's  surrender.  He  also  served  with 
General  Sullivan,  in  Rhode  Island.  He  held  many  respon- 
sible positions;  and  died  in  harness,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  November,  1785,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  The  block- 
house in  which  he  resided  at  Portsmouth,  fortified  against 
the  Indians,  was  torn  down  a  few  years  since. 

Philadelphia  20th  June  177'.) 
My  Dear  Sin 

You  may  well  think  it  strange  that  we  are  so 
long  without  intelligence  from  Europe  a  cir- 
cumstance that  I  cannot  ace'  for  unless  we  may 
suppose  there  lias  been  many  miscarriages. 

Your  distress  on  account  of  the  Currency  is  j 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  it  is  really  an  object  of 
great  concern  &  demands  the  most  serious  and 
diligent  attention.three  days  in  tho  week  are  de- j 
voted  to  that  business  &  I  hope  a  bill  will  soon  j 
snake  its  appearance  that  will  dispel  the  gloom  j 


that   now    overspreads    the"  countenances    of 
j  America   Friends         You  ask  where  Gen    W 
!  and  his  army  is.     I  can  only  answer   that  they 
I  are  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Hudsons  River: 
the  movements   of  the   Enemy  on  that   River 
and  of  our  army  in  consequence, you  undoubt- 
I  edly  have  a  history  of,  before  this  time.     It  is 
surprising  that  we  have  no  authentic  intelli- 
gence from  S  Carolina  since  the  5,b  May.  when 
undoubtedly  very  important  events  have  taken 
I  place  there,  since  that  date,  the  reports  i  which 
j  are  many)  all    agree  that  a  general  action  has 
happened  &  that  we  have  gained  a  complete 
j  victory  the   particulars   are    hourly   expected 
perhaps  I  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  incios- 
j  ing  them  in  this  letter. 

f  believe  the  drawing  of  the  lottery  is  nearly 
j  finished  but  my  attention  has  been  so  much  en- 
gaged in  other  matters  that  I  have  not  tho1 
i  lately  of  making  inquiry.  I  suppose  the  Gen- 
j  eral  Assembly  are  now  sitting  «fc  I  hope  some- 
thing will  be  done  respecting  the  Grants.  New 
York  arc  continually  pressing  to  have  that  busi- 
ness drawn  to  a  conclusion,  and  insists  that  there 
shall  not  be  a  seperate  state,  but  will  acquiesce 
in  any  other  mode  of  settling  the  dispute.  1 
think  it  of  importance  that  N  II  sho'1  lay  in 
her  claim  and  send  some  person  here  well  in- 
formed, to  support  the  claim,  sho'1  that  country 
be  added  to  N  Y  she  will  be  a  powerful  and  I 
am  apprehensive  a  troublesome  neighbor.  J 
know  you  must  have  important  business  before 
you,  but  this  is  an  object  of  such  magnitude  as 
in  my  humble  opinion  demands  the  earliest 
attention.  1  have  been  for  a  long  time  daily 
expecting  a  colleague  but  am  still  without  one  : 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  disadvantages 
I  must  necessarily  labor  under  for  want  of  as- 
sistance. When  I  left  home  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  return  in  May  but  as  I  am  determined 
never  to  turn  my  back  upon  difficulties  I  have 
no  objection  to  continue  here  till  those  we 
have  now  to  encounter  are  conquered  but  must 
confess  I  think  it  hard  that  I  cannot  have  the 
aid  ol  a  Colleague — both  the  Lee's  have  taken 
leave  of  Congress,  the  Dominion  now  makes  a 
very  indifferent  figure,  but  I  understand  there 
are  some  appointments  which!  when  they  arrive) 
will  place  that  State  in  a  more  respectable 
point  of  light.  It  is  not  an  agreeable  thing  to 
see  a  state  divided,  that  has  never  yet  been  the 
case  with  N  II,  but  will  it  not  be  the  ease 
when  the  two  last  chosen  gentlemen  appear 
together  '.  Unanimity  is  ever  desirable  in  pub- 
lic councils  but  never  more  necessary  than  at 
the  present  day,  besides  the  disadvantages  to 
the  public,  it  must  be  very  disagreeable  to  any 
Gent"  to  be  opposed  to  his  Colleague  in  office. 
I  think  these  considerations  ought  to  lave  some 
influence   in   the   choice  of  public    characters 
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22'1  Colo  Peabody  arrived  last  evening.  I  find 
by  him  that  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  conjecture 
respecting  him  and  his  intended  Collague, 
cannot  something  be  done  to  prevent  the  evils 
that  may  be  the" consequence  of  a  division  of 
sentiment 

I  am  happy  to  hear  yon  have  such  promising 
prospects  of  a  plentiful  Harvest,  from  all  ac- 
counts there  never  was  so  great  an  appearance 
of  plenty  in  this  country  as  the  present  season 
affords  "Will  not  these  distinguished  marks  of 
the  favour  of  Heaven  dispel  our  Glooms  and 
animate  us  to  cooperate  in  the  promotion  of  j 
our  Country,  happiness  &  in  that  way  show  our 
gratitude  to  divine  Beneficence. 

The  Boston  &  Confederacy  have  sent  in  here 
a  ship  of  24  guns  and  95  men,  a  private  cruis- 
ing ship  &  it  is  reported  this  morn'g  they  have 
taken  the  Delaware  &  destroy'd  another  ship 
of  war  but  this  wants  confirmation.  I  hope 
shortly  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you 
such  information  as  will  tend  to  dispel  the 
clouds  that  seem  at  present  to  interrupt  your 
happiness,  in  the  mean  time  be  assured  that  I 
am. 

Your  very  sincere 
Friend  »fc  Obed* 

W.  W. 
Hon'ble 

Josiaii  Baktlett  Esq1' 
Kingston,  New  Hampshire 
\Endorsed  In/  Bartlett] 

Whipple  *20,h  &  22d  June  1779. 

POHTSMTII  W    Sopt  177(5 

My  Dear  Bko' 

I  have  this  moment  heard  of  this  oppurtum-  [ 
ty  by  Chadborne  who  is  just  going  out  of  town 
that  I  have  time  to  say  but  very  little.     I  ar- 
rived here  ye  o0,h  ulto  &  shall  set  out  again  in 
about  4  or  6  Aveeks,  there  has  been  some  skir- 
mishes  between  our  Troops  &  the  Enemy  at 
York  but  the  accot3  are  so  various  that  there  is 
no   depending   on    them,    the    accounts    from 
abroad  concerning  the   disposition  of  France 
towards  us  are  very  favorable,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  but  keep  our  Ground  this  year,  and  all's 
our  own,  even  if  we  shod  loose  some  ground  it 
will  be  of  no  great  consequence,  the  last  ad- 
vice from  the  Northern  Army  is  much  more 
favorable  than  they  were  some  time  ago,  so  I 
hope  you  will  be  more  at  ease  than  you  have 
been  for  some  time  past.   I  can  hardly  flatter 
myself  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
but  hope  shall  hear  very  particularly  from  you 
before  I  return  to  my  Winter  quarters 
Adieu 
W.  Whipple 
To  Joseph  Whipple  Esqr 
[Endorsed.} 


W  W.  Poktsji  Sept  91 1770 
rec'1  in  Dartmouth 


3. — Matthew  Thornton. 

Born  in  Ireland,  in  1714,  and  accompanied  his  parents  in 
their  emigration  to  Worcester,  Mass.  He  was  liberally  ed- 
ucated and  a  prominent  physician.  He  accompanied  Sir 
William  Pepperell's  successful  Louisburg  expedition,  as  a 
Surgeon;  and,  on  hit  return,  the  Royal  Governor,  Went- 
worth,  gave  him  the  command  of  a  Militia  Regiment, 
and  made  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  both  coveted  posi- 
tions. When  Governor  Wentworth  abdicated,  Thornton's 
great  popularity  led  to  his  elevation,  as  his  successor ;  and 
he  was  made  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, a  .'udge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  a  Delegate  to 
the  Continental  Congress.  In  1782,  he  retired  fronfpublic 
life,  which  held  open  a  bright  vista  of  usefulness  at  Ex- 
eter. He  died  at  Newburyport,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  1803.  at  the  age  of  eighty-nme.  His  grand-son, 
Captain  Thornton,  of  the  Navy,  was  second  officer  of  the 
Kersage,  in  her  engagement  with  the  Alabama.  His  let- 
ters are  of  great  rarity,  and  his  signature  generally  occurs 
to  business  papers. 

An  autograph  document,  being  a  conveyance 
by  James  Lindsay  of  Londonderry  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire,  yeoman,  to  William 
Eayrs  of  the  same  Town  &  Province  yeoman  in 
consideration  of  Ten  Pounds  Lawful  Money,  of 
certain  premises  in  Londonderry ;  dated  nine- 
teenth day  of  January  A.  D.,  17G7,  drawn  and 
witnessed  by  &  acknowledged  before  Matthew 
Thornton  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Also  another  document  signed,  dated  Jan.  20 
1797,  likewise  of  no  interest  except  as  a  speci- 
men of  his  signature.  (Both  these  to  be  replaced 
by  letters  when  practicable.) 


II.  — Massachusetts. 
Credentials. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Cambridge. 
December  5th  1774 
Province  | 

of  the 
Massachusetts 

Bay  J 

Resolved 
That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Con- 
tinental Congress  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
5th  of  September  last  and  reported  by  the 
honMe  Delegates  from  this  Colony,  have  with 
the  deliberation  due  to  their  high  importance, 
been  considered  by  us,  and  the  American  Bill 
of  Bights  therein  contained  appears  to  be  form- 
ed with  the  greatest  ability  and  judgment,  to 
be  founded  on  the  immutable  Law  of  Nature 
and  Reason,  the  principles  of  the  English  Con- 
stitution and  respective  Charters  and  Constitu- 
tions of  the  Colonies,  and  to  be  worthy  of  their 
most  vigorous  support  as  essentially  necessary 
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to  Liberty.  Likewise  the  ruinous  and  iniquit- 
ous measures  which  in  violation  of  these 
Eights,  at  present  convulse  and  threaten  de- 
struction to  America,  appear  to  be  clearly 
pointed  out.  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for 
defeating  them. 

Resolved,  that  the  most  grateful  acknowl- 
edgements are  due  to  the  truly  honorable  and 
patriotic  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress 
for  their  wise  and  able  exertions,  in  the  cause 
of  American  liberty  and  this  Congress  in  their 
own  names  and  in  behalf  of  this  Colony  do 
hereby  with  the  utmost  sincerity  express  the 
same.  Resolved  that  the  Hon  John  Hancock, 
Hon  Thomas  dishing  Esqr,  Mr  Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams  &  Robert  Treat  Paine  Esqrs  or 
any  three  of  them  lie,  and  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  represent  this  Colony 
on  the  Tenth  of  May  next  or  sooner  if  neces- 
sary at  the  American  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Philadelphia  with  full  power  with  the 
Delegates  from  the  other  American  Colonies 
to  concert  agree  upon  direct  and  order  such 
further  measures  as  shall  to  them  appear  to  be 
the  best  calculated  for  the  recovery  and  estab- 
lishment of  American  Rights  and  Liberty  and 
for  restoring  her  wrong  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretarv 


Z.- — John  Hancock, 

Born  at  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  in  17ST,  sou  of  the  Rev, 
John  Hancock,  an  orphan  at  seven  years  of  age:  at  seven- 
teen, after  graduating  at  Harvard,  he  entered  he  ware- 
house of  his  uncle  Thomas,  from  whom  he  inherited  his 
fortune  and  his  home  on  Boston  Common,  lately  destroyed. 
He  visited  England  in  1T60  and  witnessed  the  coronation  of 
George  III.,  to  whom  he  was  destined  to  afford  so  much  an- 
noyance. At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  inherited  a  large  es- 
tate from  his  uncle  and  soon  entered  political  life  as  a  Rep- 
resentative in  the  Provincial  Assembly  of  '766.  As  the 
first  President  of  Congress  his  bold  signature  was  appended 
to  the  Declaration,  and  stood  alone  with  the  Secretary's  at 
the  foot  of  its  first  publication,  of  which  a  copy  precedes 
this  notice.  He  was  the  first  State  Governor  elected,  and 
presided  over  the  affairs  of  Massachusetts  for  several  terms 
with  signal  ability,  and  continued  in  active  life  up  to  his 
death  on  the  eighth  of  October,  1793.  The  story  of  his  pat- 
riotic career  is  too  familiar  to  justify  repetition. 

An  official  document  signed  as  President  of 
of  Congress,  dated  April  3,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  June  ll,h  1776 
Gentlemen 

The  Congress  have  this  Day  received  advices 
and  are  fully  convinced,  that  it  is  the  design  of 
General  Howe  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  City 
of  New  York  as  soon  as  possible  The  attack 
they  have  Reason  to  believe  will  be  made 
within  ten  Days.  I  am  therefore  most  ernest- 
ly  to  request  you,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  call 
forth  your  Militia  as  requested  in  my  Letter  of 


the  4  Inst  and  to  forward  them  with  all  Dis- 
patch to  the  City  of  New  York ;  and  that  you 
direct  them  to  inarch  in  Companies,  or  in  any 
other  way  that  will  hasten  their  arrival  there. 

The  important  Day  is  at  hand  that  will  de- 
cide, not  only  the  Fate  of  the  City  of  New 
York  but  in  all  probability  the  whole  Conti- 
nent. On  such  an  Occasion  there  is  no  necessi- 
ty to  use  Argument  with  Americans.  Their 
feelings,  I  well  know,  will  promt  them  to  their 
duty,  and  the  Sacredncss  of  the  Cause  urge 
them  to  the  Field. 

The  greatest  Exertions  of  Vigour  &  Expedi- 
tion are  requisite  to  prevent  our  Enemies  from 
getting  possession  of  that  Town,  I  would  there- 
fore again  most  ernestly  request  you,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  Authority  of  Congress  to  em- 
ploy every  mode  in  your  power  iO  send  forward 
the  Militia  agreeably  to  the  Requisition  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  you  will  do  it  with  all  the  Dis- 
patch which  the  infinite  importance  of  the 
Cause  demands 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Gentlemen 
Your  most  obed'  & 
Very  Humble  Servt 

Joitn  Hancock,  Prest 
Honble  Convention  of  New  Jersey 

Philadelphia  July  15  1776 
Gentlemen, 

The  article  of  lead  being  so  essentially  neces- 
sary, and  the  Propriety  of  every  Colony  being 
furnished  with  it  so  evident  that  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony  recommended  to  the  In- 
habitants to  spare  the  Lead  Weights  from  then- 
Windows  and  the  Lead  from  their  Houses:  bj 
which  means  they  have  been  furnished  with  a 
considerable  quantity  which  has  been  run  into 
Ball,  and  part  of  which  the  Council  of  Safety 
here  have  willingly  spared,  and  is  now  on  the 
way  to  the  Jerseys.  But  as  under  the  present 
Exigency,  that  quantity  is  far  short  of  what  is 
wanted  for  the  Army  in  New  Jersey  and  every 
Method  should  be  used  to  furnish  it.  I  have  it 
therefore  in  charge  from  Congress,  most  ernest- 
ly to  request  you  to  supply  the  Flying  Camp 
and  Militia  with  all  the  Lead  in  your  Posession, 
or  that  you  can  possibly  procure. 

The  Exigency  ol  our  Affairs  will  not  admit 
the  Least  Delay  ;  and  I  am  convinced  there  is 
no  necessity  to  use  Arguments  to  induce  you  to 
an  instant  compliance  with  this  Requisition 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  as  you  have  not  en- 
closed to  Congress  Copies  of  Gen1  Washington's 
and  Brigadier  Gen1  Livingtons  Letters  no  judg- 
ment can  be  found  by  Congress  concerning  the 
Contents  of  them  and  to  request  copies  of  them 
to  be  sent  hither 

Measures   are    taking    in     Pennsylvania    & 
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Maryland  for  forming  the  Flying  Camp  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  associated  Militia  are 
marching  in  great  numbers  from  Pennsylvania 
for  the  defence  of  New  Jersey.  Ammunition 
has  been  and  will  be  supplied  by  this  Congress 
for  the  defence  of  New  Jersey.  With  regard  to 
the  pay  of  the  Militia  I  am  to  acquaint  you 
that  Congress  will  observe  the  same  Rule  of 
Conduct  towards  New  Jersey  as  towards  other 
Colonies 

Four  tons  of  Powder  are  on  the  way  to  New 
Jersey,   and  a  large  number  of  Muskett  Cart- 
ridges Avell  balled  will  this  day  be  sent  forward 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
Gentlemen 
Your  most  obedt  & 
very  hble  serv1 
John  Hancock,  Presid' 
Hon'ble  Convention  of  New  Jersey, 

GENTLEMEN 

Your  Favour  respecting  the  proper  measures 
to  be  taken  with  your  late  Governor  William 
Franklyn  Esq  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  the 
22''  Inst,  But  as  the  Congress  did  not  sit  on  that 
Day  I  could  not  lay  it  before  them  till  Monday 

I  now  do  myself  the  Honour  of  enclosing  to 
you  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  which  they  have 
this  Day  passed  with  regard  to  the  Treatment  of 
him.  You  will  there  perceive  the  Congress 
have  directed  him  to  be  sent  to  Connecticut 
under  a  Guard 

I  shall  write  to  Gov''  Trumbull  to  treat  him 
as  a  Prisoner  should  he  refuse  to  give  his  Parole 
in  Writing 

The  other  resolves  herewith  transmitted  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  no  arguments  are  neces- 
sary  to  enforce  them     You  will  be  pleased  to 
attend  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Gentlemen  your  most  obed' 
&  very  hble  servt 
John  Hancock,  Prcs1 
Honble  Convention  of  New  Jersey 

An  official  document  signed  as  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  dated  July  1,  1781. 

An  autograph  message  to  the  Assembly  of 
Mass.,  signed  'J.  H.'  dated  Council  Chamber 
Boston  18,h  Feby  1788. 


2. — John  Adams, 

Born  at  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  on  the  thirtieth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1735.  After  graduating,  with  honor,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar,  in  1758,  and  became  distinguished  in  his  profession 
He  was  a  constant  disturber  of  the  tranquility  of  the  vice- 
regal authority  of  Barnard,  Hutchinson,  and  Gage.  A 
Member  of  the  Congress  of  1774  and  subsequent  Congress- 
es, Vice-President  under  Washington's  Administration,  and 
hie  imcoessor  as  President ;  a  member  of  Committee  that 


drafted  the  Declaration ;  from  1777  to  1788  (when  he  finally 
returned  home)  repeatedly  a  Foreign  Minister ;  connected 
with  every  detail  of  the  foundation  of  the  Government  and 
its  administration,  he  left  the  scene  of  his  usefulness,-  ap- 
propriately, on  the  anniversary  of  its  birth,  the  fourth  of 
July,  lS"-'6,  in  his  ninety -second  year,  followed,  in  three  suc- 
cessive generations,  by  men  worthy  to  adorn  his  name  and 
record  his  greatneFs. 


Bratntree.  Nov  28  1770 


Sin 


I  had  this  moment  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  of  this 
Days  Date  requesting  my  attendance  on  the 
Hon  House  of  Representatives.  Some  particu- 
lar circumstances  render  it  inconvenient  for  me 
to  Sett  off  this  afternoon  but  tomorrow  morning 
I  will  do  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  the 
Honorable  House.     Mean  Time 

I  am  your  humble  Servant 

John  Adams 
lion  James  Warren  Esq 

Baltimore  Feb  20"'  1717 
Dr  Sir 

Yesterday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  of 
Jan  28.  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  Measures 
taken  by  our  State  to  raise  their  Battalions  and 
to  tax  an  hundred  Thousand  Pounds.  Con- 
gress have  been  upon  the  subject  of  regulating 
the  prices  of  Labour  and  Provisions,  I  shall  in- 
close you  wiiat  they  have  done.  Are  not  these 
mere  temporary  expedients  and  paliative  Reme- 
dies— He  must  aim  at  a  radical  cure.  The  suc- 
cess of  our  cause  appears  to  me  to  depend  en- 
tirely (under  God)  on  our  Supporting  the  Credit 
of  our  Currency.  This  must  be  done  at  all 
Events  but  cannot  be  done  long  by  regulating 
Prices  We  must  cease  emitting,  We  must  bor- 
row and  we  must  import  if  possible  a  Fund  of 
Gold  and  Silver  to  redeem  the  Bills  as  they  be- 
come payable.  Pray  write  me  your  thoughts 
on  this  subject     I  wish  I  had  time  to  enlarge, 

The  Hon  Joseph  Palmer  Esqr 

Braintree,  Massa  Bay, 

To  the  Officers  of  the  late  American  Army  and 
Navy  assembled  on  the  4th  of  July  1798  in  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  of  the  State  of 
New  York 

Gentlemen 

Your  respectful  address  has  been  presented 
to  me  by  your  Senators  in  Congress  Mr  North 
and  Mr  Lawrence,  who  are  also  Members  of 
your  Society 

The  interesting  and  critical  situation  of  our 
Country,  threatened  as  it  is  by  a  very  powerful 
foreign  Nation  could  not  fail  to  command  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  of  your  character  and 
habits  of  Life. 

I  am  happy  to  rind  that  your  opinions  coincide 

*  Original  letter  sent  unsigned,  as  a  precaution. 
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with  mine  upon  all  tiic  cardinal  points  :  that 
our  essential  rights  as  a  free  and  Independ- 
ent Nation  arc  at  every  hazard  to  be  maintain- 
ed, that  the  Constitution  of  our  country  as  es- 
tablished by  the  choice  of  the  people  is  in  every 
event  to  be  defended  against  all  foreign 
eontroul  or  interference  :  that  invasion  from 
abroad  from  whatever  quarter  is  to  be  repelled 
by  united  and  vigorous  exertions,  that  our 
Government  never  ought  to  subscribe  to  national 
degredation,  that  the  evils  of  Avar  can  bear  no 
comparison  with  the  sacrifice  or  abandonment 
of  any  of  these  great  principles. 

It  has  ever  been  a  maxim  with  all  sound  re- 
publics, that  to  give  way  to  injustice  is  the 
most  flagrant  act,  and  to  submit  to  insult  the 
most  pernicious  effect  of  cowardice,  it  is  impos- 
sible therefore  that  (you)  who  fought  the  bat- 
tles of  our  Revolution  with  so  much  reputation 
upon  such  principles  should  not  dedicate  your 
lives  to  the  maintainance  of  them 

John  Adams 

Philadelphia,  July  9'  1798. 


S. — Samuel  Adams, 

Born  iu  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
September,  1722.  Possessing  both  influence  and  property; 
fearless  in  the  assertion  of  what  he  believed  to  be  right  ; 
and  with  the  eloquence  and  talents  to  express  his  views, 
Mr.  Adams  was  an  early  and  powerful  champion  of  the 
people.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  Revolution, 
although  less  commemorated  by  posterity  (it  is  hinted  by 
the  influence  of  hereditary  hostility)  in  his  native  town  than 
some  of  his  cotemporaries  He  represented  Boston,  in  1765, 
in  her  General  Court,  and,  for  forty  years  afterwards,  held 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  One  of  the  projectors  of  the 
plan  of  a  General  Congress,  he  served  as  an  active  and  in- 
fluential member,  from  1774  to  1781.  After  holding  the  most 
distinguished  positions,  including  those  of  President  of  the 
Senate,  Lieutenant-governor,  and,  for  successive  terms,  Gov- 
ernor of  his  native  State,  he  died,  at  the  mature  age  of 
eighty-two,  on  the  third  of  October,  1803. 

Boston  Jan>  01  1775 
Sir 

I  received  your  kind  letter  some  time  ago, 
which  should  have  been  acknowledged  before 
this  time  but  I  beg  you  would  consider  that 
our  hands  are  full.  Our  "  worthy  citizen"  Mr 
Paul  Revere  will  explain  to  you  the  intelli- 
gence which  we  have  just  received  from  Eng- 
land. It  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  I  remember 
to  have  heard  you  observe,  that  we  may  all  be 
soon  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  Shooting 
Irons.  God  grant  that  we  may  not  be  brought 
to  extremity  or  otherwise  prepare  us  for  all 
events. 

Mr  Tudor  has  informed  me  that  a  report  has 
prevailed  in  Philadelphia  of  a  Fracas  between 
Mr  Cashing  and  myself  at  our  late  Provincial 
Congress,  he  showed  me  your  letter  ;  you  may 
depend  upon  it  there  is  not  the  least  Founda- 
tion for  the  Report  Any  Difference  between 
Mr.    Cushing  and   me  is   of  very  little  conse- 


quence to  the  public  cause.  I  take  notice  of  it 
only  as  one  of  the  many  Falshoods  which 
I  know  to  have  been  propagated  by  the  Ene- 
mies of  America.  It  is  also  a  Misrepresenta- 
tion that  the  sect  taken  notice  of  for  opening 
their  Shops  on  our  late  Thanksgiving  Day, was 
that  of  the  People  called  Quaquers.  They  were 
the  Disciples  of  the  late  M'  Sanderman,  who 
worship  God  here  without  the  least  Molesta- 
tion according  to  their  own  manner,  and  are  in 
no  other  Light  disregarded  here  but  as  it  is  said 
they  are  in  general  avowed  Friends  of  the  Min- 
isterial Measures.  This  is  what  I  am  told,  for 
my  own  part  I  know  but  little  or  nothing 
about  them.  The  Different  denominations  of 
Christians  here  (excepting  those  amongst  them 
who  Espouse  the  cause  of  our  Enemies)  are  in 
perfect  peace  and  Harmony,  as  I  trust  they 
always  will  be. 

I  have  written  this  letter  in  very  great  lla>te. 
while  in  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  conclude  with  due  Regard  to  your  Spouse. 
and  all  friends 

Yours  affectionately 
Sam  Adams 

Mr  Stephen  Collins. 


Also  official  document 
dated  May  8,h1797 


sisrned    as  Governor, 


.'/. — Robert  Treat  Paine, 

Born  in  Massachusetts,  in  1731.  After  distinguishing  him- 
self in  his  course,  at  Harvard,  he  visited  England;  and  on 
his  return,  entered  the  ministry,  but  soon  left  it  for  the  legal 
profession,  in  which  he  attained  a  high  position.  He  early 
took  ground  against  the  ministerial  party,  and  from  the 
time  he  entered  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts, 
in  1774,  as  a  legislator,  a  Judge,  or  a  citizen,  was  equally 
useful  and  distinguished,  until  1S04,  when  he  quitted  public- 
life.  Jndire  Paine  died  in  May,  1814,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four. 

Boston  Decr  7"'  1792 

Sir 

In  July   last   I  transferred   1800  Dolls  (»  p  C1 

stock  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  to  fill  np 

my  12  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  State-  ; 

there   was  then  3   m"  Intr'  due  on  the  same. 

Please  pay  the  same  to  Peter  Roe  Dalton  Eqr 

Cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  Boston  for  my  use 

it  oblige  your  most  humble  serv' 

R.  T.  Paine 

John  Kean  Esqr 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
Philadelphia 

We  certify  that  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
held  at  Worcester  in  and  for  the  County  o\' 
Worcester  on  Tuesday  next  prceeeding  the  last 
Tuesday  of  April  1794  Isaac  Cole  A-  Burden 
Cole  both  of  Spencer  in  the  Same  County 
Yeomen  Were  upon  an  Indictment  against 
them   for  uttering  and  passing  Four  false  and 
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Counterfeit  Dollars  convicted  thereof  by  Ver- 
dict of  a  Jury  and  thereupon  the  said  Burden 
was  sentenced  by  said  Court  to  be  Confined  to 
hard  labour  on  Castle  Island  in  the  Harbour  of 
Boston  for  the  Term  of  Two  Years  from  the  20* 
day  of  April  A  D  1794 — Sentence  against  the 
said  Isaac  was  suspended — and  that  Robert 
Cutter  and  Israel  Hamilton  both  of  Brookfield 
were  the  Informers  and  prosecutors  of  the  said 
Burden  and  Isaac  tor  the  crime  aforementioned 
— in  which  case  the  L -tw  entitles  the  informers 
to  a  Reward  of  Fifteen  Pounds 

Robert  Treat  Paine  )    Justices 
Increase  Sumner  -    of  said 

Tiro''  Dawes  Jun'  S      Court. 


ij. —  Elbridge  Gerry, 

Bom  at  Marblehead,  Massachusetts,  on  the  seventeenth 
of  July,  1714.  His  father,  a  merchant  of  means,  educated 
him  at  Harvard,  where  he  graduated  with  credit,  in  1762. 
Entering  into  mercantile  business,  he  acquired  both  reputa- 
tion and  property.  One  of  the  early  opponents  of  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Ministry,  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  in  1773,  and  was  returned  to  the  first  Provincial 
Congress.  He  was  the  friend  of  General  Warren,  its  Pres- 
ident, and  is  said  to  have  shared  his  bed,  the  night  before 
his  death,  at  Bunker-hill.  He  was  a  Member  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  was  Minister  to  France,  and  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  died  suddenly  on  the  twenty-third  of 
November,  18  4,  while  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  was  interred  in  the  Congres- 
sional Cemetry,  at  Washington,  under  a  monument  erected 
by  Congress  to  his  memory.  A  son,  Captain  Gerry,  of  the 
Navy,  was  lost  in  command  of  the  ill  fated  sloop-of-war 
Albany;  and  a  grandson  and  namesake  is  a  practicing  law- 
yer in  this  city. 

Philadelphia  26"J  of  Aug'  1783 

Dear  Sir 

In  compliance  with  your  Request,  I  have 
made  Enquiry  about  Col0  Lee.  I  find  that  he  is 
in  Virginia  as  far  from  this  place  on  the  one 
side  as  Atkinson  is  on  the  other,  I  shall  there- 
fore keep  your  Note  until  it  can  be  sent  by  a 
Safe  Conveyance  or  delivered  to  your  order 

The  Court  of  Madrid  has  at  length  given  a 
publick  reception  to  Mr  Carmichael,  but  he  has 
not  been  presented  in  Expectation  that  Mr  Jay 
who  was  then  at  Paris  would  repair  to  Madrid 
&  in  quality  <f  Minister  go  thro"  the  Formalities 
of  the  Court 

A  Treaty  of  Commerce  is  ratified  with 
Sweden  &  one  is  on  ye  Tapis  with  Denmark 
but  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  acted  cav- 
alierly with  Mr.  Dana,  who  in  his  Turn  has  con- 
ducted with  great  Spirit,  Address  &  Dignity 

I  wish  you  was  present,  as  a  Member  of  Deci- 
sion is  much  wanted  on  ye  New  Hampshire 
Seat  to  form  a  Representation 

I  remain  Sir  in  Haste  your  Friend  &  hum 
Serv1 

E  Gerry 

Hon  Mr  Peabody. 


Cambridge  31st  March  1801. 
Dear  Sir. 

Mr  Sprague,  a  respectable  merchant  of  Salem, 
who  will  present  this, has  a  claim  on  the  French 
Government,  the  circumstances  of  which  he 
will  communicate  to  you,  for  a  considerable 
sum.  the  demand,  it  seems,  has  been  establish- 
ed by  an  award,  which  was  lodged  with  Major 
Mountflorcnce,  whilst  chancellor  of  the  consul- 
ate :  &  as  Mr.  Sprague  has  only  a  copy  of  he] 
document,  it  will  probably  be  requisite  that  he 
should  recover  the  original.  I  know  not  with 
whom  the  consular  papers  are  lodged,  but  have 
recommended  his  application  to  yourself,  for 
information  on  this  tfc  any  other  point  touching 
his  claim,  &  for  such  assistance  as  may  promote 
its  recovery.  I  propose  to  write  to  you  soon,  & 
request  you  in  the  interim  to  present  Mrs.  Ger- 
ry's &  my  own  &  petits  sincere  reg  rds  to  Mad- 
ame Villette,  Madamoise  Charlotte  &  Charles,  & 
to  remember  me  generally  to  all  our  friends,  be- 
ing assured  Dear  Sir  that 

I  remain  your  assured  friend 
&  hume  Ser' 

E  Gerry 

Fulmar  Skipworth  Esq 

III. — -Rhode  Island. 
1. — Stephen  Hopkins, 

Bom  at  Scituate,  R.  I.,  on  the  seventh  of  March,  1707, 
his  early  years  were  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
about  the  year  1731,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Providence,  and  was  immediately  elected  to  the  Provincial 
Assembly,  of  which  he  remained  for  twenty  years  a  mem- 
ber, and  most  of  the  time,  Speaker.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Congresses  of  1774,  '5,  '6,  and  Chief  justice  of  the 
Srate.  An  early  patriot,  he  enjoyed  the  public  confidence ; 
and  when,  as  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  he  af- 
fixed his  name  to  the  Declaration,  the  disease  which  had 
stricken  his  hand  had  not  affected  his  courage.  After  fill- 
ing many  positions  of  importance,  legislative  and  judicial, 
he  died  on  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1785,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year. 

Albany  Novemb  25  1755 
Sir 

We  expected  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  vis- 
iting your  Camp,  but  find  our  arrival  in  Albany 
is  too  late  to  attempt  ir  with  that  advantage  in 
the  Destination  of  the  Rhode  Island  Forces  as 
we  might  have  had  if  we  had  been  sooner. 
Therefore  we  have  contented  ourselves  with 
sending  an  Express  to  Col  Harris  ordering  him 
under  your  Direction  to  draw  off  our  Proper 
Proportion  for  Garrisoning  and  to  cause  them  to 
be  put  under  the  care  of  proper  officers  and  to 
march  the  remainder  of  said  Forces  do  m  to 
Albany  as  soon  as  may  be  with  Conveniency 
and  would  depend  on  your  Goodness  in  direct- 
ing him  how  to  make  the  march  the  most  easy 
advantageous  and  expeditious ;  as  we  shall  be 
nuder  a  necessity  of  leaving  this  City  in  a  short 
Time,  but  cannot  do  it  before  the  arrival  of  said 
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Troops 

We  should  have  rejoiced  greatly  if  the  Prov- 
inces concerned  in  this  Expedition  could  have 
reaped  the  hoped  for  &  much  desired  fruits  of 
it,  but  are  not  of  the  number  of  those  who  un- 
dertake to  form  a  judgment  in  a  Case  of  this 
Nature  without  being  acquainted  with  or  taking 
in  all  the  circumstances  that  attend  the  Affair. 
We  doubt  not  but  that  the  Course  of  this 
Expedition     has    been   conducted    with    that 
judgment  which    the    difficult    circumstances 
attending  it  required  and  hope  the  Governments 
concerned  will   in  the  further  Prosecution  of  it 
have  the  advantage  of  your  Conduct  and  the 
Experience  you  have  gained  in  this  i  roublesome 
campaign,  and  we  also  hope  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  you  here  before  our  departure  and 
are  with  the  utmost  Respect 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servants 
Step  Hopkins 
D.  Updike 
To  The  Hon'ble  William  Johnson  Esqr 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Provincial  Forces 
at  Lake  George 
Endorsed 
"Gov1'  Hopkins  &  Mr  Updike's  letter 

'•25th  Nov 
"  Rec'1  en  march  to  Albany," 

Providence  Superior  Court 
September  Term  1771. 
Baulston  Brayto'n  App't  i      Costs 
>  for  Appel 


Samuel  Gardner  Appel    ; 
Answering  Reason  &        \ 
Copy  of  Do  \ 

Att8  Fees  &c 
Attendance 
Travel 

Written  Depositions 
Filing  objection  to  Evidence 
filing  answer  thereto 
Reading  Papers 
Swearing  Witnesses 
Recording  Judgm't 
Dr.  Ex'»  &  Taxine 


Infr  Court  Costs 


0.  0. 

11. 

3. 

1. 

12. 


11 

4 

6 

4 

4 

6 

7 
10 


ExE 

Allow1 


£1.  19  7? 
3.  10  2 

£5.  18  9f 


S.  Hopkins  C.  Just 


Written  when  paralized,  as  is  signature  to  Declara- 


Also  official  document  signed  as  Clerk  of 
the  County  of  Providence,  R.  I.  dated  0th  of 
November  1742. 


2.—  William  Ellery, 

Born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  twenty-second  of  Decem- 
ber, 172T;  graduated  at  Harvard,  with  credit,  in  174T; 
and  practiced  law  with  distinction,  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years.  He  was  an  early  and  intelligent  patriot  and  a  lover  of 
the  classics.  When  the  struggle  was  over,  he  was  rewarded 
with  the  Cellectorship  of  the  port  of  Newport,  which  he 
held  for  forty  years ;  and  the  routine  of  his  official  ledgers 
had  not  dulled  his  love  for  literature,  for  he  is  said  to  have 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three,  on  the  fifteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1820,  with  his  Cicero  in  his  hand.  His  letters,  however, 
are  rarely  on  interesting  subjects. 

Newport  Aug'  31"'  1789 
Sin 

Expect"  that  Mr  Bourne  would  immediately 
after  his  arrival  here  proceed  on  to  New  York  I 
finished  &  closed  the  letter  which  I  have  sent 
to  you  by  him  before  he  came  here 

Yesterday  he  came  down  from  Providence 
and  informed  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
town  that  he  should  not  have  engaged  to  attend 
the  Providence  Petition  if  he  had  not  been  ad- 
vised that  some  person  in  this  town  would  be 
employed  to  take  ours  to  New  York,  and  in  ' 
short  appeared  to  be  so  uneasy  upon  the  occa- 
sion that  a  number  of  citizens  thinking  it 
might  be  advantageous  to  our  petition  and 
agreeable  to  the  town  of  Providence  persuaded 
Mr  Marchant  to  take  charge  of  it  and  accom- 
pany Mr  Bourn. 

Mr  Marchant  was  formerly  a  member  of  Con- 
gress and  I  believe  is  not  unknown  by  you 
He  was  a  worthy  member  of  that  body  & 
highly  esteemed,  is  a  firm  patriot  and  a  staunch 
friend  to  the  federal  government.  In  a  word 
wherever  lie  goes  he  carries  along  with  him  Ins 
own  recommendation.  The  Providence  Peti- 
tion agrees  pretty  nearly  with  ours  in  the  peti- 
tioning part.  They  have  carried  on  a  consider- 
able commerce  by  land  with  Massachusetts  and 
your  State  and  therefore  have  requested  that 
they  might  be  permitted  still  to  carry  it  on,  an 
indulgence  which  from  our  situation  would 
not  be  so  beneficial  to  this  town  as  to  that, 
This  and  an  enumeration  of  their  services  for- 
merly in  the  common  cause  of  our  country  con- 
stitute the  principal  differences  in  the  Petitions 
Their  petition  passed  before  we  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  plan  they  meant  to  pursue  other- 
wise they  would  have  been  more  alike.  As  it  is 
they  are  substantially  the  same. 

Petitions  coming  from  so  respectable  a  part 
of  the  State  seem  to  be  entitled  to  the  favor- 
able attention  of  Congress,  and  I  hope  will  be 
granted  I  am  in  great  haste 

Your  most  obedt  servant 
William  Ellery 
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[Addressed :] 

The  Hon'ble, 

Benjamin  Huntington  Esq 
Representative 
in  Congress 
New  York 
Honored  by 
II  Marchant  Esq] 


I V .  — Connecticut  . 
1. — Roger  Sherman, 

Bom  in  Newton,  Mass.,  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1721, 
At  the  age  of  nineteen,  a  shoemaker's  apprentice,  he  found 
himself,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  charged  with  the  support 
of  a  large  family.  He  travelled,  with  his  kit  on  his  back,  to 
New  Milf ord,  where  he  worked  for  some  time.  Struggling 
against  these  difficulties  and  the  want  of  early  culture, 
he  was  destined  to  improve  the  understanding  of  more 
considerable  people  than  the  rustics  whose  shoes  he  patch- 
ed, and  to  be,  not  only  a  member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, but  charged,  with  Jefferson  and  its  other  most  gifted 
members,  with  the  forming  of  the  Declaration,  in  Commit- 
tee, and,  subsequently,  as  a  member  of  the  Convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution  and  constructed  the  basis 
of  the  Government.  After  aiding  in  revising  the  Statutes 
of  Connecticut,  showing  marked  ability  on  the  Bench,  and 
serving  repeatedly  in  Congress,  he  died  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  July,  1793,  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Philadelphia  April  28  1702 
Dear  Sir 

Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  agreed  to 
close  the  Session  the  5th  of  May  on  Saturday. 
If  they  do  I  shall  if  well  set  out  to  come  home 
on  Monday  the  7,b  and  if  I  can  have  a  good 
passage  from  N  York  by  water  shall  likely  be 
at  home,  the  Thursday  evening  following — or 
on  Saturday  by  the  Stage — There  has  been  no 
nomination  sent  from  the  President  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  a  Surgeons  Mate — I  wrote  to  General 
Knox  that  Docf  Strong  would  accept  the  office 
if  appointed  and  I  believed  execute  it  faithful- 
ly. I  have  in  my  hands  a  Letter  for  Mrs  Woos- 
ter  from  Govr  Johnston  in  answer  to  her  wher- 
in  is  enclosed  a  Bank  Bill  for  100  dollars.  I 
thought  it  not  best  to  send  it  by  the  Post  lest 
it  should  be  lost  you  may  tell  her  of  it. 
I  am  in  health 
Roger  Sherman 

[Addressed'] 
Mr  Roger  Sherman  Jun'' 

New  Haven 
Free 
Roger  Sherman 

Also,  an  A.  D.  S.  dated  20  April,  1751 


2. — Samuel  Huntington, 

Born  at  Haddam,  Conn.,  on  the  second  of  July,  1732. 
His  father  was  a  small  farmer.  He  was  practicing  law  at 
Norwich,  in  1"64,  when  first  known  in  public  life,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  made  a  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  in  1774,  and  elected  a  Representative  to  the 


Continental  Congress,  in  1775,  where  his  distinguished  abil- 
ity and  patriotism  elevated  him  to  its  Presidency,  in  1779, 
which  position  he  resigned  from  ill  health.  Succeeding 
Mr.  Jay  in  the  Spanish  Mission,  he  consummated  a  Treaty 
with  that  power.  He  was  elected  Governor  of  his  native 
State,  and  occupied  that  position  when  he  died,  at  the  age 
of  sixty- four,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1796. 

Philadelphia.  Jan>"  18.  1780. 
Sir. 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  en- 
clos'1  two  Acts  of  Congress  of  the  13th  <fc  14"' 
Instant. 

The 
former  containing  the  regulations  adopted  re- 
lating to  prisoners  of  war,  taken  by  the  Conti- 
nental Troops  or  captured  by  the  arms  of  any 
particular  State  cither  by  Sea  or  Land. 

Many  difficulties  have 
frequently  occurred  for  want  of  such  a  general 
regulation  too  numerous  to  be  recited.  It  is 
proper  to  observe  that  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  Act  recommending  to  the  Executive  of  the 
several  States  to  transmit  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition to  Gen1  Washington  the  names  & 
rank  of  all  officers,  and  the  number  of  privates 
belonging  to  the  Enemy  held  as  prisoners  of 
war  in  each  State,  and  the  places  they  are  at 
&c  should  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  possible 
by  those  States  that  have  any  number  ot 
prisoners. 

The  other  Act  of  the  14  Inst 
recommending  to  the  Legislature  of  the  several 
United  States  to  make  provision  when  not  al- 
ready made  for  conferring  like  privilidges  and 
immunities  on  the  Subjects  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  as  are  granted  to  the  subjects  and 
Inhabitants  of  these  United  States  by  the  recit- 
ed Articles  in  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Com- 
merce, will  no  doubt  be  chearfully  complied 
with  by  each  of  the  States. 

His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  as  soon  as  the  Treaty 
became  known  published  an  Edict  Conform- 
able to  that  Article  exempting  the  Subjects 
&  Inhabitants  of  these  United  States  from  the 
Droit  DAubaine  &c. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
with  every  sentiment  of  respect 
yourExcy's  hble  Servt 

Sam.    Huntington,  President 
The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia  June  1G.  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  Major  General  Gates 
is  ordered  to  the  Command  of  the  Army  in  the 
Southern  Department  and  you  will  see  by  the 
Act  enclosd  of  the  16th  Instant  it  is  the  Plea- 
sure of  Congress  that  you  be  employed  in  the 
Service  in  that  Department  as  General  Gates 
shall  direct 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 
Your  most  hble  servt 
Sam.  Huntington,  President 
Brigadier  Gen1  Weedon 


Sin 


Norwich  August  22d  1791. 


I  am  favour*1  with  your  letter  of  the  10,b 
Instant  The  question  you  propose  respecting 
the  public  paper  in  the  Treasury  viz ;  will  it  not 
"be  advisable  on  the  last  day  of  Sepr  to  sub- 
ascribe  what  shall  then  be  on  hand  to  the  Unit- 
"  ed  States  Loan,  as  the  property  &  in  the 
'name  of  tins  State;  is  a  question  attended 
with  delicacy,  it  appears  to  me  from  a  present 
view  of  the  subject,  that  the  mode  proposed  to 
Loan  it,  most  probably  would  prove  beneficial 
to  any  Interested  party  in  future,  whether  an 
Individual  or  the  State  as  events  shall  deter- 
mine, but  on  the  other  hand  a  weighty  objec- 
tion arises  which  is  the  want  of  Authority  or 
direction  from  Government  to  negotiate  the 
paper  in  this  manner. 

By  the  leave  of  providence  I  shall  be  at 
Hartford  the  fore  part  of  Septemr  Shall 
farther  consider  the  subject  &  freely  give  you 
the  best  advice  in  my  power  relative  to  the 
matter. 

I  am  Sir  with  Sentiments 
of  Esteem  &  Respect 
Your  humble  Servant 

S H 

Mr.  Treasurer  Colt. 
[Endorsed]    "  Copy  of  a  letter  to 
Treasurer  Colt 
August  22'1  1791." 

Also  official  document  signed  as  Captain 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Connecti- 
cut, dated  17'  October  1793. 


• '. —  William  Williams, 

Born  at  Lebanon.  Connecticut,  on  the  eighth  of  April, 
1731.  He  graduated,  in  1751,  at  Harvard,  arid  commenced 
the  study  of  divinity  with  his  father.  He  accompanied  his 
relative,  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams,  in  the  expedition  to 
Lake  George,  in  the  French  War,  in  175-i,  in  which  the  latter 
lost  his  life ;  and,  soon  after  his  return,  abandoned  his  stud- 
ies for  a  successful  mercantile  career,  in  his  native  town. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-fire,  he  was  elected  to  the  Provincial 
Legislature,  of  which,  after  forty-five  vears  service,  he  might 
be  called  the  Nestor.  Elected  a  Delegate,  also,  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  177.%  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of 
Liberty  in  that  and  in  its  successor.  When  the  traitor,  Ar- 
nold, undertook,  in  1781,  to  wreak  upon  the  people  of  New 
London,  within  fourteen  miles  of  his  birthplace,  the  ven- 
geance he  had  threatened,  in  case  his  victim,  Major  Andre, 
was  executed,  Colonel  Williams,  who  commanded  a  mili- 
tia Regiment,  rode  twenty  three  miles  in  three  hours  to 
join  in  the  defence.  His  letters  show  the  intelligent  inter- 
est he  took  in  public  events.  He  was  a  son-in-law  of  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull,  having  married  in  1772.  After  receiving 
many  weil-deserved  tokens  of  public  confidence,  he  died  on 
the  second  of  August,  1811,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 


Philadelphia,  July  o,  1777 
Hon11  Sin 

The  current  News  all  y°  road  as  we  came, 
was  that  the  Enemy  were  pushing  to  this  City 
&  had  made  considerable  Progress,  that  Ships 
were  up  y  river  as  high  as  Kings  Ferry,  that 
the  Boats  "were  taken  up  by  Gen1  Washington 
&c  which  determined  our  rout  by  the  way  ot 
Fish  Kill,  Easton  and  Bethlehem,  which  made 
oar  journey  long  and  tedious,  so  that  we  did 
not  arrive  here  till  Tuesday  y  24l!'  ult",  thro 
ye  good  Hand  of  God,  in  Health  &  Safety. 
Our  Intelligence  from  the  Amirs  was  vague 
&  uncertain  on  y  road,  and  even  here,  what  ha> 
happened  since,  the  partial  Battle  &  the  evacu- 
ation of  yc'  Jerseys,  &  it  is  now  reported  of 
Staten  Island,  &c  you  will  have  heard  by  M'. 
Sherman  &  otherwise,  I  dare  say,  ier  this  can 
reach  you  &  more  perfectlv  than  I  can  give  it. 
there  is  great  reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  are 
bound  to  the  northern  quarter  or  to  New  Eng- 
land, &  if  reports  are  true  they  have  sailed  & 
their  Designs  are  known  before  this.  Our  Let- 
ters from  Gen1  Sinclair  who  commands  at  Tig" 
indicate  his  full  Expectation  of  being  attacked 
by  Gen1  Carlton,  &  I  wish  I  co'd  say  of  his 
readiness  to  receive  them  but  not  so.  <fc  if  they 
go  to  New  England  it  will  thro  my  dear  Coun- 
try into  great  Distress  but  I  sho'd  hope  our 
army  will  be  able  to  meet  them  before  they  can 
make  any  great  Progress.  Our  sins  are  so  great 
that  we  have  reason  to  expect  severe  correction. 

0  that  this  People  were  Avise,  but  there  is  no 
appearance  of  it.  God  will  accomplish  his  own 
Designs  &  what  he  does  is,  <k  will  be  right,  & 
as  you  piously  observe,  "  future  Events  are  in 
"  th e  safe  hand  of  the  alwisc  &  most  merciful 
Director."  The  Enemy  have  left  Jersey  in 
Desolation  &  ruins  where  they  had  been  & 
marked  their  way  with  merciless  rage  &  Bruta- 
lity, may  the  God  of  Heaven  look  on  &  pity 
the  sufferings  of  his  People  &  save  us  from  the 
further  Effects  of  their  Brutal  Rage.  The  aero6 
you  had  rec1  of  the  raising  &  joining  of  the 
Southern  Troops  were  certainly  not  just.  1 
will  not  say  how  untrue,  for  obvious  reasons. 

The  Jersey  militia  tum'd  out  most  spiritedly 
on  the  late  occasion,  to  their  active  zeal  &  exer- 
tions, it  may  in  good  measure  (under  God)  b< 
ascribed  that  y'    Enemy  proceeded  no  further. 

1  find  Congress  much  as  I  left  it.  in  every  re- 
spect, some  new  members;  their  Time  mostly 
taken  up  by  Daily  Incidents  &  occurrences, 
very  little  progress  made  in  ye  Confederation, 
it  liad  pass'1  the  Com'1'  of  the  Whole  House  be- 
fore I  left,  has  been  a  good  while  before  Con- 
gress &  few  important  questions  yet  determin- 
ed, the  capital  ones  of  the  weight  of  each 
colony  in  deciding  questions,  &  Taxation,  & 
manyothers  undetermined,  the  first  respecting 
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ye  vote  of  Each  has  been  entered,  &  it  is  most 
strenuously  contended  in  behalf  of  the  larger 
(one  that)  their  vote  shall  be  proportionate  to 
their  (number  of  voters  which  is)  forcibly  oppo- 
sed, I  trust  &  hope  it  will  be  (carried  for)  the 
equal  Footing  it  has  been,  &  without  it  (the 
smaller  Co)lonies  will  be  in  effect  swallowed 
up    and  annihilated. 

Your  Letter  to  yB  Presid*  &  its  inclosures  are 
recd  the  papers  not  read  in  the  House,  but 
Committed,  I  cant  say  what  will  be  done ; 
nothing  but  what  is  originated  in  this   Batch 

of  Politicians  seems  to  make  any  great 

impression.  Mr.  Erkelins  seems  to  be  vanished, 
we  can  find  He  has  been  here  but  no  Body 
knows  who  or  where  he  is,  tho  I  believe  by  en- 
quiry he  is  in  Town,  but  have  not  been  able 
yet  to  find  him.  I  suspect  he  is  chagrined  at 
the  cool  reception  he  has  met  with,  &  keeps 
retired. 

We  have  applied  for  the  arms  you  wrote  by 
us  for,  but  find  exceeding  Difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing them,  I  believe  not  a  man  Southward  or  in 
y°  middle  Department  is  supplied  with  an  arm 
but  by  ye  Continent.  We  have  done  it  thro 
zeal  &  strong  attachment  to  ye  Cause,  and  yet 
they  will  not  seem  to  know,  believe  or  care 
anything  about  it,  there  is  indeed  such  a 
thing  as  being  righteous  overmuch,  &  yet  I 
can  hardly  repent  that  we  have  in  such  influ- 
ences fallen  into  this  Error,  but  shod  N.  E.  be 
attacked  &  unarmed  we  shod  have  reason,  the 
matter  is  however  reter'1  to  Gen1  Washington,  & 
Mr  Sherman,  is  to  negotiate  the  Affairs  with 
him  on  his  return  (he  set  outy°  2d  Ins')  more 
than  all  the  arms  we  have  are  wanted,  which 
must  be  allowed  as  some  excuse  for  their  loth- 
ness  to  comply. 

We  have  a  very  extra>'  Contract  now  lying 
before    Congress   entered  into  in  Sept1'  last  by 

Mr.  D witli  Monsr  DuCoudray  (after  a  long 

list  of  pre  nomens)  who  is  present,  making 
him  Genrl  &  Command1'  in  Chief  of  the  whole 
Choir  of  Artillery,  with  power  to  fill  every 
vacant  office  now  &  in  future,  &  to  be  subject 
to  no  Controul  but  by  the  Congress  &  y°  Com- 
ander  in  Chief  of  ye  whole  Army,  &  with  the 
rank  of  Majr  General,  &  his  pay  as  in  a  Separ- 
ate Department,  to  be  on  pay  from  ye  1st  of 
Aug*  last,  &  a  huge  Train  of  under  officers  of 
various  ranks  who  are  with  him,  for  whom  also 
he  has  made  appointments,  &  to  Moiis"  &  all  he 
had  has  advanced  a  half  years  pay  for  expences 
of  preparation  &  Passage  not  to  be  accounted 
for.  &  with  Pensions  for  Life  equal  to  half  their 
Pay  annually  &c  &c.  The  Contract  has  had 
several  assignments  but  is  not  yet  taken  up.  I 
do  not  expect  it  will  be  ratified  in  full.  I  for- 
bear to  say  many  things,  the  City  swarms 
with  French  men. 


I  don't  know  but  I  transgress  the  Rules  We 
all  sign  in  divulging  any  matters  sub  Judice  & 
unfinished  in  Congress,  but  I  cant  (refrain  from 
communicating  important  matters  to  one  who 
has  so  good  a  right  to  know;  and  to  whom  I 
&  even  y°  Continent  are  subject  to  great  obli- 
gations, but  Sr  you  will  not  make  them  to  be 
publick  nor  known,  as  from   me  especially. 

The  prices  of  every  thing  here  are  most 
alarmingly  extravagant,  much  owing  to  the 
malicious  Cunning  of  our  worst  Euemys,  the 
Torys,  &  coinciding  with  the  boundless  avarice 
of  the  Merchants,  whose  Gain  is  the  Summum 
Bonum  ;  and  all  the  God  they  seem  to  know  in 
these  Parts,  nothing  to  be  done  by  Congress, 
because,  forsooth,  it  will  be  interfering  with 
the  internal  Poliece  of  this  Grand  state,  in  this 
respect  the  mother  of  Harlots  &c.  the  principle 
properly  applied  is  however  very  important. 
Congress  seems  to  be  chained  to  this  jflace,  & 
the  longer  they  stay,  the  stronger  a  multitude 
of  offices  and  officers  are  established  ifc  employ- 
ed in  this  City,  &  some  of  the  worst  men 
in  some  of  them.  Yesterday  was  in  my  opinion 
p  wly  spent  in  celebrating  the  anniversary  of 
ye  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  to  avoid 
Singularity  &  Reflection  upon  my  dear  Colony, 
I  thot  it  my  Duty  to  attend  the  public  Enter- 
tainment ;  a  great  Expenditure  ot  Liquor, 
Powder  &c  took  up  ye  Day,  &  of  Candles  thro 
ye  City  good  part  of  the  night,  I  suppose  & 
I  conclude  much  Tory  unill animated  Glass, 
will  want  replacing  &c. 

Dr  Young  died  lately  of  a  Fever  caught  in  at- 
tending ye  Congress  Hospitals  in  y  City,  & 
was  buried  the  day  we  came  into  Town,  poor 
man  He  now  knows  the  the  reality  of  things,  he 
lately  disputed  &  disbelieved,  can  find  out 
very  little  of  his  last  Ideas  but  believe  he  died 
just  as  he  lived,  expecting  if  there  was  a  future 
State  that  a  man  of  his  Benevolence  must  be 
liapjoy. 

Am  extremely  sorry 
I  cannot  write  my  hond  &  worthy  Friend  Gen1 
Huntington,  &  Mr.  Hosmer  whose  Letters  I 
have  rccd  &  shall  acknowledge  soon  as  possible, 
my  apology  will  be  I  dare  say  in  their  opinion 
sufficient,  the  Rhematic  Pain  that  had  so  long 
afflicted  my  right  arm,  has  a  few  days  since 
suddenly  fallen  into  my  wrist,  which  is  much 
swoln.  has  been  in  great  pain  day  &  night,  feels 
as  hot  &  looks  like  ye  skin  of  a  roasted  Pig-,  it 
is  with  much  pain  I  write  this,  &  were  it  not. 
better  than  yesterday,  it  wod  have  been  impossi- 
ble, They  will  accept  my  best  compliments.  I 
had  also  a  Letter  from  my  most  dear  Mrs,  Wil- 
liams, it  is  peculiarly  grievous  I  cant  write  her. 
please  to  remember  me  to  her  with  most  tender 
affection,  &  my  other  dear  Friends,  may  God  in 
infinite  mercy  save  this  People  from  their  Sins, 
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-<fc  remove  his  Judgments.  I  am  with  all  pos- 
sible esteem,  affection  and  Respect,  your  most 
dutiful,  obedient,  son  &  servant 

W.  WlLLrAMS 

our  Lodgings  are  at  present  inconvenient,  but 

■excessive  dear  &c. 

Addressed     "To 

"  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull  Esqr 

at  Lebanon 
'  pr  Mr.  Brown  Connecticut 

Endorsed  "July  5"'  1777 

"  Hon  W"1  Williams  Esqr 

"  at  Philadelphia'' 

Lebanon  4  July  1781. 
Hon'd  Sir 

You  will  remember  that  yourself  with  us 
were  appointed  by  the  Assembly  some  time 
since  a  Comt,;e  to  repair  to  Mohegan,  impure  into 
the  grievances  complained  of  by  Zachary  John- 
son &  others  of  ye  old  Tribe,  of  Incroachments 
&  outrages  comitted  upon  them  by  White  & 
black  People  &c  etc.  Zachary  is  jjressing  for 
the  Comte  to  attend  upon  the  Business,  has  been 
three  Day  with  the  Gov1  when  the  Council 
were  sitting;  it  is  to  us  an  irksome  undertak- 
ing, but  it  seems  hard  to  put  them  off  much 
longer,  from  obtaining  at  least  a  hearing  of 
their  grevious  Complaints  &  have  therefore 
promised  him  to  attend  when  it  shall  be  agrea- 
blcto  you,  &  proposed  to  him  some  time  in  Sep' 
rsoon  after  Treuman's  meeting  &  to  write  you  to 
fix  on  the  Time  &  inform  Gen1  Spencer  of  y 
Day  you  shall  set. 

&  we  will  endeavor  to  meet  you  at  Time  & 
Place,  &  you  will  please  to  obtain  &  bring  with 
you  a  Copy  of  the  memorial  to  &  Appoinment 
of  the  Assembly. 

We  are,  Sr  with 

great  Respect  your 
most  obed*  &  very 
H.  Servls 

*  Joseph  Spencer 
WM  Williams 


If.. —  Oliver  Wolcott, 

Born  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
November,  1726.  Graduated  creditably  at  Yale  in  1747 ; 
and  receiving  a  Captain's  commission,  made  a  campaign 
against  the  French.  At  the  peace,  he  studied  medicine  with 
an  uncle,  but  soon  abandoned  his  patients  to  minister  to 
the  people,  first  as  Sheriff  of  Litchfield-county,  then,  in 
1774,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  for  successive  terms, 
until  17S6,  being  in  the  meanwhile  a  Delegate  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  Chief-justice  of  Litchfield-county,  Judge 
of  Probate,  and  a  Federal  officer,  making  repeated  cam- 
paigns ;  commanding  fourteen  Regiments  of  Connecticut 
militia,  at  New  York,~just  prior  to  the  Battle  of  Long  Island, 
and,  again,  participating  in  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne. 
He  was  an  energetic  and  useful  man,  and  apparently  in 

*  The  Continental  General. 

His.  Mas.  IV.  15. 


great  request.    He  died  on  the  first  of  December,  1797,  in 
his  seventy-first  year,  being  Governor  of  Connecticut. 


Sir 


LiTcnFiELD.  Feb'ry  5"'  179G. 


1  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
9th  ultimo,  relative  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Virginia,  proposing  to  the  respective 
States  of  the  Union,  an  interchange  of  their  ex- 
isting code  of  laws,  and  of  such  as  shall  be  an- 
nually enacted. 

The  communication  which  has  been  offered 
will  in  my  opinion,  afford  useful  information, 
and  have  a  tendency  to  improve  and  assimilate 
our  general  Jurisprudence,  and  may  prevent 
Jealousies,  which  might  otherwise  exist  by  our 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  legal  principles, 
by  which  Rights  are  established  and  recovered, 
within  the  respective  States     — 

The  Genera! 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  at  their  last  session, 
compleated  a  Revision  of  our  Statutes,  and 
which  are  now  in  the  press.  As  soon  as  they 
shall  be  published,  a  Book  of  them  shall  be 
sent  to  you  by  the  post,  which  is  a  mode  of 
conveyance  the  most  certain  and  the  least  ex- 
pensive. 

The  proposal  of  Virginia,  to  continue  an  ex- 
change of  such  laws  as  shall  be  annually  enact- 
ed, will  be  submitted  to  the  order  of  our  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  at  their  next  Session. 

Your  kind  offer  to  transmit  a  Code  of  the 
laws  of  your  State,  is  highly  agreeable. 

With  sentiments  of  much  esteem  and  respect 
lam,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed'  humble  serv' 
Oliver  Wolcott 
The  Hon'ble  II.  Brooke 


V. — New  York. 
1. —  William  Floyd, 

Born  at  Setauket,  Long  Island,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
December,  1734;  the  son  of  a  prosperous  farmer.  He  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  until  selected  as  a  Delegate  to  the 
Congress  of  1774,  and  served  until  1733,  being  "part  of  the 
time  also  State  Senator ;  again  served  from  1789  to  '91  :  was 
three  times  Presidential  Efector  ;  in  the  State  Constitution- 
al Convention  of  1801  ;  and,  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati. 
He  was  not  only  an  industrious  and  conscientious  Repre- 
sentative, but  an  active  patriot,  and  a  zealous  officer  of 
the  militia.  He  removed  to  Oneida-connty  in  1S03 ;  was 
again  elected  to  the  State  Senate  ;  and  died"  on  the  fourth 
of  August,  1821,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  He 
has  left  many  descendants,  (amongst  whom  are  the  Crosby 
family, )  who  take  just  pride  in  his  patriotism,  integrity, 
and  worth. 

A  return  of  the  names  of  officers 
in  the  Suffolk  County  Brigade 
Feb  13"'  1795 
To  the  Artilery  )    Joseph  Conelin,  Cap' 
Company  (    Henry  P  Dering  Is'  Lieut 

In  Colo  Huntings  Regiment 
Silvanus  Halsey   Capt  Vice   Caleb  Rogerr 
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removed 
Benjamin  Rogers  Lieut  Vice  Silvan  rs  Hal- 

sey  promoted 
Caleb  Halsey,  Ensign  Yiee  Bcnjamin  Rogers 

promoted. 

Colo  Strongs  Regiment 
Samuel  T  Brings  Ensign  Yiee  Isaac  Seaman, 
Resigned  out  of  health 

WM  Floyd. 

"Western  May  25  1817 
Dear  Sir 

I  Rec'1  your  letter  by .     I  was 

glad  to  hear  from  the  family,  but  was  sorry  to 
hear  that  you  was  under  the  necessity  of  fur- 
nishing him  with  money  to  pay  his  Expenses 
I  think  it  does  not  have  a  good  appearance  that 
a  young  man  in  the  prime  of  life  dont  earn  a 
sufficiency  to  support  himself  without  being 
burdensome  to  his  friends.  He  must  depend 
on  his  own  Exertions  for  a  living.  If  I  find, 
he  gets  capable  of  doing  Business  to  Advant- 
age I  may  be  induced  to  give  him  some  assist- 
ance. I  have  given  him  fifty  dollars  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  visit  here.  Inclosed  I  send  you 
fifty  dollars  more  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit 
of  the  family  in  such  way  as  you  may  think 

proper.     My  love  to  M''3 and  to  my  grand 

&  great  grand  children  and 

am  witli  great  respects 
Yours  &c 
WM  Floyd 
Esqr 

at  New  York 
Endorsed 


"  Gen  William  Floyd 
25  May  1817" 


2. — Philip  Livingston, 

Born  in  Albany,  New  York,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January, 
1716.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Philip,  the  second  proprie- 
tor of  the  Manor,  and  brother  of  Peter  Van  Brugh  and 
William  Livingston,  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  and  of 
Lady  Stirling.  He  graduated  at  Yale  in  1737 ;  was  Alder- 
man of  the  East  Ward,  in  1754,  and  engaged  in  that  year 
with  his  brother,  William,  his  brother-in-law,  Lord  Stirling, 
General  John  Morin  Scott,  and  one  or  two  others,  in  estab- 
lishing the  City,  now  New  York  Society,  Library.  In  the 
Assemblies  of  1759  and  1762,  he  took  a  prominent  part  with 
three  others  of  his  name.  The  Livingston  party,  during 
this  period,  sustained  Governor  Shirley  from  the  rivalry  of 
Sir  William  Johnson,  supported  by  the  De  Lancey  party, 
who  triumphed  in  the  election  of  1T69,  defeating  Philip  and 
Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  John  Morin  Scott,  and  The- 
odorus  Van  Wyck,  as  candidates  for  the  city.  This  Assem- 
bly being  strongly  Tory,  refused  to  consider  the  action  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  which  occasioned  the  calling  of 
the  Convention  to  elect  Delegates  to  Congress  by  which  he 
was  returned  to  the  Congress  of  1775.  He  conducted  an 
able  correspondence  with  Edward  Burke,  agent  for  the  Col- 
ony, and  in  the  Congress  of  1774,  was  on  the  Committee 
that  prepared  the  Address  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,and 
wai  also  a  member  of  the  first  Senate  of  New  York,  which 
met  in  September,  1777.  He  was  an  active  patron  of  Co- 
lombia College;  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce ;  and,  in  every  relation  in  life,  a  devoted,  patri- 


otic, and  courageous  man.     He  died  at  York  Town,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  twelfth  of  June,  1778,  in  his  sixty-second 
year;  and  a  monument  erected  over  his  grave,  recalls  hi 
services  and  the  fact  that  Congress  once  sat  in  that  place. 

New  York  4"'  May  17G5 
Mr.  Rich0  Derby, 

Just  now  arrived  here  your  Schooner  Patty, 
Cap'1  Michael  Driver,  he  desired  me  to  acquaint 
you  of  his  arrival  and  that  he  will  wait  your 
orders,     he   has  on  board  52  pipes  "Wine  for 

Cargo 1  will  keep  him  from  Entering  if  I 

can,  till  you  or  your  orders  arrive  here  which 
I  presume  will  not  be  long,  as  the  Capt"  tells  me 
that  he  has  wrote  to  you  trom  S"  Carolina,  that 
he  was  bound  to  this  place.  "Wines  would  I 
suppose  sell  for  about  £50,  The  New  York 
Wines,  the  other  perhaps  about  £30 
I  remain 

Your  Most  Hum  :  Serr* 
Phil.  Livingston 

New  York  the  10  Feby  1701.  Rec'1  of  M1  Wm 
Coventry  Forty  three  pounds  five  shillings  & 
one  penny  Phil'1  Currency  being  so  much  he" 
rec'1  from  Messrs  Scott  &  McMichel  Merch'5 
there  for  my  Acct. 
£43.  5.  1  Phil  Livingston 


S. — Francis  Leiois, 

Born  in  Llandaff,  Wales,  in  the  year  1713.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Westminster,  apprenticed  to  a  London  merchant, 
and  when  of  age,  emigrated  to  this  country  and  entered 
into  mercantile  business.  He  was  aid  to  Colonel  Mersey  at 
Fort  Oswego,  when  captured  by  the  Marquis  of  Montcalm, 
in  1757 ;  and  was  taken  as  a  prisoner  to  Canada,  and  then  to- 
France,  where  he  was  finally  exchanged.  In  1765,  he  served 
in  the  Colonial  Congress,  and  in  the  Continental  Congresses 
of  1775  and  1776.  He  appears  to  have  been  largely  engaged, 
through  his  firm  of  Francis  Lewis  &  Son,  in  furnishing 
supplies  to  the  Army;  and  most  of  his  letters  extant  refer 
to  those  subjects.  During  the  possession  of  Long  Island 
by  the  British,  his  property  was  devastated  and  his  wife 
closely  confined  and  subjected  to  great  hardships.  He  re- 
tired from  Congress  in  1778,  and  died  on  the  thirtieth  of 
December,  1803,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  His  son.  Morgan 
Lewis,  was  Governor  and  Quartermaster-General  of  New 
York,  and  has  many  descendants. 

York  Town.  6  March  1778. 
Dear  Frank, 

The  Commercial  Committee  having  directed 
W™  Smith  Esquire  of  Baltimore,  to  purchase- 
Flour  &c  for  the  public  service,  he  will  call 
upon  you  for  six  Thousand  Dollars,  which  you 
will  pay  him  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the- 
same,  specifying  his  being  accountable  to  the 
Commercial  Committee  of  Congress  for  the 
same.     I  am, 

Dear  Frank 

Yours  Affectionately 

Fra  :   Lewis 
To  Francis  Lewis  Junr 


4 . — Lewis  Morris, 

Born  in  the  year  1726,  at  the  Manor  af  Morrisania^  which 
he  inherited  on  the  decease  of  his  father.    He  graduated  at 
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Yale,  in  1T46.  He  early  took  a  decided  position  in  the  con- 
test with  the  Ministry,  and  with  much  to  loose  and  little  to 
gain,  abandoned  the  comforts  of  home  and  the  allurements 
of  a  competency,  to  serve  his  less  fortunate  brethren. 
When  the  Colonial  Assembly  of  New  York  refused  to  ap- 
point Delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  he  was  active 
in  organizing  in  Westchester-county,  where  the  royal  in- 
terest was  paramount,  meetings  to  elect  Delegates  to  the 
Provincial  Convention,  by  which,  being  a  member,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  took  a  prominent 
part,  until  he  was  succeeded,  at  his  own  request,  by  his  dis- 
tinguished brother,  Gouverneur.  On  the  restoration  of 
peace,  he  renewed  his  favorite  avocation  as  a  farmer.  He 
was  a  Major-general  of  the  militia.  His  family  was  di- 
vided in  sentiment,  another  brother,  Staats  Long,  becoming 
a  Lieutenant-general  in  the  British  Army  and  marrying  the 


Lands)  fully  verifying  the  content?  of  the  With 
in  Advertisement,  and  further  I  do  agree  with 
Lewis  Morris  Esqr  with  respect  to  the  Slaves  &: 
Cattle  on  the  said  Estate 

Ai:rm     Lor.. 
New  York  August  9;!'  1769. 

LiTnoow  Decenr  35  17 70 
Sir. 

I  wrote  to  you  some  time  ago  when  I  was  at 
Pbila  and  you  on  Long  Island  relative  to  your 
being  wrote  to  from  Phi'"  that  it  was  there  said 


Dutchess  of  Gordon,  and  a  brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  Isaac  I  .  ■,     .  -  ,  ,  , 

Wilkins,  being  one  of  the  most  talented  and  eloquent^  j  that  you  and  your  Brothers  had  refused  conti- 
nental money  and  after  finding  out  by  M™  Mor- 
ris that  you  laid  the  report  on  me,  immedi- 
ately on  my  getting  to  Phila  applied  to  Mr. 
Duane,  who  told  me  that  he  had  wrote  to  that 
purpose  but  not  that  I  had  said  it,  I  then  asked 
him  who  had  told  him  so,  he  said  the  gentl" 
was  not  in  town,  the  next  day  I  asked  again, 
Says  he  do  you  mean  to  trace  this  matter.  I 
told  him  by  heavens,  I  did.  he  then  told  me 
that  whenever  the  gentleman  came  to  town  he 
would  let  me  know,  I  often  after  that  applied 
and  ye  answer  was  that  he  was  still  out  of  town, 
this  was  the  substance  of  the  letter  I  wrote  you 
and  at  the  same  time  pressed  an  answer.  I  sup- 
pose the  Letter  must  have  miscarried  for  I  be- 
lieve you  could  not  have  acted  so  much  unbe- 
coming a  gentleman  as  not  to  have  acknowl- 


the  royal  advocates,  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  of  1775.  He 
died  on  the  twenty-second  of  January,  1798,  aged  seventy-  I 
two  years.  For  some  unknown  reason,  his  letters  are  ' 
of  excessive  rarity,  which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  his  prom-  [ 
inent  sacrifices,  patriotism,  and  ability,  give  them  marked 
interest.  Many  of  his  descendants  reside  in  and  about  | 
New  York. 

I  William  Earl  of  Stirling,   Viscount  Canada,  ( 
&c  do  declare  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  i 
the  within  described  Tracts  of  Land  belong-  I 
ing   to  William    Kelly    Esquire   in    Morris 
County  in  East    New  Jersey    and   having  ex- 
amined the  within  do  think  it  a  just  and  fair 
description  of  it 

Stirling 

I.  LEWIS  MORPJS,  Esqeire,  of  the  Manor  of 
Morrisania  in  the  County  of  West  Chester  in  the 
Province  of  New  York  do  hereby  certify  that  I 


have  often  been  on  the  within  mentioned  estate  i  edged  the  receipt  of  it.  M1"  Johnston  and  mvself 
and  viewed  it  with  particular  attention  and  I  I  have  been  talking  about  getting  you  liberated, 
am  of  opinion  that  it  answers  the  description  I  he  writes  you  by  this  opportunity  on  the  sub- 


given  of  it  and  that  I  dont  know  a  richer  or  a 
finer  Body  of  lowland  in  the  Province  of  New 
Jersey,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  in  any  part  of 
America  such  fine  horn'd  cattle  nor  a  finer 
parcel  of  working  Slaves  than  those  on  said 
Estate 

Lewis  Morris 


I  John   Alsop  of  the  Citv  of  New  York,  Met-    Powert  to  lmv.c  vindicated  myself,  now  I  have 
chant  do  hereby  certifie  that  I  have  been  on  the    u"bcnt  ">y  ™ind'  and  f,ve  me  }?a™}o  say  upon 


within  Estate  and  that  tho  my  stay  in  it  was 
but  short  yet  from  the  Universal  Opinion  & 
Concurring  Acct*  of  those  well  acquainted  with 
it  I  do  verily  believe  that  the  same  answers  the 
above  description. 

*  John  Alsop 


ject  and  you  may  depend  that  I  shall  do  every- 
thing in  my  Power  to  serve  you,  in  that  or  any- 
thing else,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  you 
conceived  of  me,  let  me  ask  one  question  before 
I  conclude  would  it  not  have  been  more  can- 
did to  have  spake  to  me  when  you  heard 
of  the  affair  and  by  that  means  put  it  in  my 


the  word  of  a  man  of  honor  that  I  never  did 
say  anything  to  the  predjudice  of  you  or  any  one 
of  the  family  either  with  regard  to  the  Ccnti- 
nental  money  or  anything  in  this  Dispute 
From  Your  injured  Friend  c\r  Brother 
Lewis  Morris 
To  G W Esqr 

New  York  G' -    March  17S4 


I,  Abraham  Lott  Esqr.  Treasurer  of  the  Col-  ( 

ony  of  New  York  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have  i 

been  twice  this  year  on  the  within  mentioned    L>EAR  °IB 

Estate  and  having  examined  narrowlv  into  the  :      The  Bearer  Mr  Geo  Fisher  has  applied  to  me 

quality  of  the  Land  do  not  think  that  the  with-    &»'  ft  Letter  of  introduction  to  you  supposing 

in  Description  is  at  all  oxagerated.     The  luxu-,  it  will  facilitate  the  settlement  of  eome  Public 

riant  growth  of  tho  Corn  Flax  Hemp  Oats,  sev-    accounts  he  has  to  adjust  with  your  Office 

eral   kinds   of  Grass,  Cabbages   and   a  great  |      I  do  not  know  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  ,prcf- 

variety  of  garden  produce  (particularly  on  the),  erence  is  given  on  these  occasion^  but  if  great 

.       .    ^  ,-    a      .  ,  .( ^     merit  and  a  very  distinguished  attention  to  the 

*  Congress  of  1774-76.  '  Interests  of  this  Countrv  will  entitle  him  to  any 
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favors  with  you.  Yon  may  depend  this  man  is 
deserving  of  every  civility  or  favor  you  may  be 
pleased  to  extend  to  him 

I  am  with  esteem 
Your  Most  Obed' 

and  Most  Humble  Servant 
Lewis  Morris 
The  Honble  Robert  Morris  Esquire 
Philadelphia 
favd  by 
Mr  Geo  Fisher 


.   VI. — New  Jersey. 
1. — Richard  Stockton, 

Bom  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  on  the  first  of  October, 
3730.  From  the  position  of  his  family  and  the  fortune  he 
inherited,  he  was  treed  from  the  early  struggle  to  which 
many  of  his  colleagues  were  subjected :  aud,  having  gradu- 
ated with  honor  at  Princeton,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  in 
1754,  and,  in  1774,  became  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for 
the  Province.  In  visiting  England,  he  was  received  with 
high  consideration,  as  a  gentleman  of  talent  and  importance 
in  the  Colony,  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  persons  of 
distinction  in  the  English  Ministry,  among  others,  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  the  more  liberal  predecessor  as 
Premier  of  Lord  North,  with  whom  he  freely  corresponded ; 
but  these  associations  did  not  control  his  conduct  or  influ- 
ence his  patriotism.  He  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  a  Commissioner  to  the  North- 
ern Army.  He  -ras  a  special  object  of  hostility  to  the 
Royalists ;  and  was  confined  in  the  jail,  at  Amboy,  and  in  the 
Provost  Prison  (old  Hall  of  Records)  New  York,  and  died 
at  Morven,  his  seat  near  Princeton,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  1781,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one,  from  the  effects  of 
their  cruel  treatment. 

Recei'1  Nov  2'1  1762  of  Stephen  Truesdell  42£ 
provin  in  full  of  one  years  interest  on  the  within 
Bond 

Rich0  Stockton. 

An  Expedient 
for  the  Settlement  of  the 
American  Disputes 
humbly  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
by  _ 
an  American 
The  State  of  American  Affairs  is  so  truly  alarm- 
ing at  this  time,  that  every  real  friend  to  the 
British  Empire  ought  to  suggest  every  probable 
expedient  that  occurs  to  him  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  unhappy  disputes  between  Great 

Britain  and  the  Colonies. to  give  the  follow 

ing  suggestions  their  due  weight ;    it  must  be 

premised 

Is'  That  the  several  North  American  Colonies, 
from  New  Hampshire  to  South  Carolina  in- 
clusive, are  able  to  furnish  500,000  fighting 
men ;  who  are  in  general  as  fit  for  service  as 
the  English  Militia,  and  many  of  them  much 
more  so,  having  been  in  actual  service  the  last 
war. 
2cl'v  That  the  great  body  of  the  people  in 
these  several  Colonies  are  now  (even  to  the 


astonishment  of  many  Colonists  the  mselves 
perfectly  united  in  a  determinate  opposition) 
to  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament,  as 
to  all  Internal  Taxation. 

3dly  That  there  is  not  the  least  remaining 
doubt,  if  the  British  Government  should  pro- 
ceed to  put  the  late  Acts  of  Parliament  re- 
specting the  Massachusetts  Bay  (or  an- 
other Acts  which  involve  the  Idea  of  an  abso- 
uncontroulable  power  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment over  the  Colonies)  into  execution,  by 
force;  but  that  the  ass'1  Colonies  would  unite 

in  attempting  to  repel  force  by  force. 

To  which  may 
be  added,  what  is  as  well  or  perhaps  better 
known  in  Great  Britain  than  in  America,  to 
wit, 

4,llIv  That  the  certain  consequences  of  this 
unnatural  War  will  be  dreadful  to  both  Great 
Britain  and  America ;  and  the  probable  ef- 
fects thereof  may  be  fatal  to  the  whole  Brit- 
ish Empire. 

Matters  standing  thus ;  and  the  three  first 
propositions  above  premised  being  founded 
upon  the  most  indubitable  facts  (of  which 
the  writer  of  this,  from  his  general  acquaint- 
ance with  America,  is  perhaps  as  competent 
a  judge  as  any  man  whatever.  It  is  humbly 
proposed  to  the  Consideration  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 

1st  That  a  royal  Instruction  be  immediately 
obtained,  and  sent  over  to  the  several  Gover- 
nors of  the  North  American  Colonies,  requir- 
ing them  forthwith  to  recommend  it  to  their 
several  Assemblies  to  pass,  and  to  give  their 
own  assent  to  an  Act  which  may  be  passed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Provinces, 
empowering  certain  Commissioners  therein 
to  be  named,  to  repair  to  England  ;  with 
power  to  confer  with  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
or  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  respecting  the  grand 
points  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  ;  and  finally  to  determine  thereupon. 

2'iiy  That  to  prevent  all  disputes  in  future  the 
s'1  American  Commissioners  be  also  impow- 
ered  to  confer  and  agree  with  the  British 
Commissioners  respecting  the  future  govern- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  Colonies  ;  either 
by  framing  One  general  System  of  Govern- 
ment fer  all  the  Colonies  on  the  Continent, 
similar  to  the  British,  Or  by  making  some 
material  alterations  in  the  present  mode  of 
provincial  Government.  In  either  of  which 
systems,  some  effectual  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  adequate  support  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government  by  the  Americans  them- 
selves :  And  also  for  the  payment  of  all  such 
sums  of  money  as  may  become  due  from 
America  to  Great   Britain  for  the  assistance 
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of  her  Fleet  and  Army.  These  determina- 
tions of  the  s'1  Commissioners  to  be  subjected 
nevertheless  to  such  alteration  as  the  wisdom 
of  his  Majesty  and  his  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  may  make  therein ;  and  as  shall  be 
agreed  to  by  the  several  provincial  Legisla- 
tures. 
3dlv  That  upon  such  Instructions  being  given 
to  the  several  Governors,  his  Majesty  be  ad- 
vised in  his  royal  clemency  to  recommend  it 
to  his  Parliament  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  Boston  Port  Act  until  the  determination 
of  the  s'1  Commissioners  shall  be  had. 

The  Author  of  the  above  hints  offers 
them  with  all  humility,  and  with  great  diffi- 
dence of  his  own  abilities,  on  so  great  and 
national  a  question.  But  some  expedient 
must  be  immediately  fallen  upon,  or  we  shall 
be  involved  in  a  civil  war  the  most  obstinate 
awful  and  tremendous  that  perhaps  ever  oc- 
curred since  the  Creation  of  the  world. 

He  will  esteem  it  a  signal  blessing  of 
divine  providence,  conferred  upon  him,  if 
any  one  Idea  he  hath  suggested  may  be  of 
any  use  at  this  dreadful  Crisis:  And  if  other- 
wise, he  will  at  least  be  able  to  comfort  him- 
self with  the  uprightness  of  his  intentions  in 
this  feeble  attempt ;  and  with  the  assurance 
that  it  can  do  no  harm  either  to  himself,  or 
any  other  person. 

Decern1'  12th  1774. 
Endorsed    "  Hints  transmitted  to  Lord  Dart- 
mouth Secretary  of  State   for  America  thro' 
the   hands   of  Sam1    Smith  Esq1'  of   London 
Merch1." 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  manuscript 
entitled  "  An  expedient  for  the  settlement  of 
"  the  American  Disputes  humbly  submitted  to 
"  the  consideration  of  his Majestys  Ministers  by 
"  an  American  ".  is  in  the  handwriting  of  my 
grandfather  the  Hon  Richard  Stockton,  one  of 
the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  was  found  amongst  his  papers,  and 
that  the  accompanying  receipt  dated  Novem- 
ber 2'1  1762  is  also  in  his  handwriting  and 
signed  by  him. 

Signed,        *         * 
Dated  Princeton  N  J, 
1869. 


2. — F)-ancis  HopMnson, 

Born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  1737,  of  an  influ- 
ential and  wealthy  family,  his  mother  a  niece  of  the 
then  Bishop  of  Worcester.  He  read  law  and  entered  the 
practice  under  the  favoring  smiles  of  the  Colonial  Court 
and  aristocracy.  He  entered  Congress  in  1776 ;  and  served 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  an  Admiralty  Judge 
and  a  man  of  letters  and  esprit.  He  made  his  mark  on 
the  period  in  which  he  lived,  and  died  too  vonng  for  his 
greater  reputation,  In  May,  1791,  aged  fifty-three  years. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Memorial  ot  Francis  Hopkinson, 
Humbly  sheweth, 

That  it  is  with  great  Reluctance 
your  Memorialist  is  induced  to  trouble  your 
Hon'ble  Board,  with  a  Complaint  of  a  private 
nature;  but  as,  in  the  present  State  of  Affairs, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  obtain  justice  in  the 
usual  Line  of  the  Law,  he  is  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  applying  to  the  present  Guardians  of  the 
People  for  that  Redress,  which  they  have  al- 
ways shewn  to  the  aggrieved. 

Your  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
collect that  your  Memorialist  has  been  very 
active  and  industrious  in  detecting  the  frauds 
of  a  certain  George  Crows,  <k  in  recovering 
large  sums  of  money  which  he  had  by  subtle- 
ty and  Deceit,  obtained  from  your  memorialist 
&  from  several  other  Persons :  Your  Memo- 
rialist represents  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
these  discoveries,  he  had  it  repeatedly  in  his 
power  to  have  repaid  himself  the  sum  of  which 
he  had  been  defrauded,  but  out  of  a  Principle 
of  honour,  deposited  all  the  Monies  which 
passed  through  his  hands,  with  some  of  the 
members  of  your  Hon'ble  Board,  until  adver- 
tisements should  go  forth,  calling  upon  all 
who  had  suffer1  by  the  Fraud,  to  come  in  and 
make  their  respective  claims.  That,  amongst 
the  several  sums  so  recovered,  there  is  a  Bun- 
dle of  Continental  Currency  in  sheets  amount- 
ing to  about  £240,  with  such  marks  as  your  me- 
morialist thinks  will  most  clearly  ascertain  it  to 
be  his  property :  that  none  other  of  the  Credi- 
tors of  the  said  George  Crows,  paid  him  then- 
money  in  sheets,  but  in  cut  Paper  Currency, 
whereby  your  Memorialist  is  of  opinion  that 
he  can  so  fully  prove  the  Identity  of  such  Part 
of  his  Property  as  is  contained  in  said  sheets, 
that  in  Justice  he  ought  not  to  throw  it  into 
the  general  mass  for  the  Benefit  of  others. 
Your  memorialist  fully  possessed  of  the  jus- 
tice of  his  claim  has  offered  to  submit  this 
matter,  to  the  Determination  of  any  three  im- 
partial men  &  to  be  bound  by  their  Decision  : 
but  is  sorry  to  say.  the  other  Creditors  so  far 
from  acceding  to  this  equitable  &  unexception- 
able Proposal  have  ordered  the  Treasurer  to 
throw  all  the  money  into  Hotch  Pot  &  make 
proportional  Dividend,  without  paying  any  re- 
gard to  the  just  Claim  of  your  memorialist :  & 
have  offered  to  give  him  a  writing  of  Indemnifi- 
cation for  so  doing. 

The  "manifest  Injustice  of  such  a 
Procedure  hath  thrown  your  memorialist  on 
the  Protection  of  your  Hon'ble  Board,  humbly 
requesting  the  Interposition  of  your  authority 
to  prevent  &  forbid  the  Treasurer  ot  the  said 
Creditors  (Mr.  Jacob  Shoemaker)  from  making 
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the  Distribution  of  the  monies  in  his  Hands, 
until  the  Claim  of  your  memorialist  shall  be 
Heard  &  a  Determination  thereupon  obtained 
fj'orn  three  impartial  Persons,  or  from  your 
hon'ble  Board,  whichever  shall  appear  most 
convenient  and  proper. 

Your  memorialist  humbly  submits 
the  Premises  to  your  consideration,  not  doubt- 
ing-, but  that  you  "will  do  therein  as  Justice 
.and   Honour    shall  direct. 

Philadelphia,      }  Fra's  Hofkinsox. 

5th  of  Ocf,  1776.   | 

The  Complainant  will  attend  the 
Council  on  Monday  Morning,  or  at  such  other 
Time  as  they  shall  please  to  direct,  in  order  to 
receive  their  Determination. 

To  the  Hon'ble 

The  Council  of  Safety, 
a  Memorial. 
Endorsed  "' of  Francis  Hopxinson, 
"  to  be  determined  upon, 
••  on  Monday,  7th  Ocf,  1776."' 

To   Clement   Biddle   Esq',   Marshall   of 

the  Admiralty. 
Nathaniel  Brittenham,  having  a 
Cargoe  of  slaves  on  Board  the  schooner  Friar's 
Bay  Packet  in  your  Custody,  you  are  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  the  said  Cargo  to  the  said 
Nathaniel  Brittenham,  upon  his  paying  you 
Customary  Freight  for  the  said  Cargoe,  which 
Freight  you  are  to  bring  and  deposit  in  my 
hands  for  the  use  of  the  owner  of  the  said 
Schooner. 

Fra's  Hopkixson. 
Novr.  5'\  1787. 

Also  official  document  signed  as  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty,   dated  June  17,h,  1786. 


3. — John  Witherspoon, 

Was  bom  at  Yester,  Scotland,  on  the  fifth  of  February, 
1722;  a  descendant  of  John  Knox.  He  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  in  1T42.  Was  a  learned  preacher, 
and  soon  a  popular  one.  After  repeated  solicitations,  in 
which  Stockton,  when  in  Enrope,  joined,  he  consented  to 
accept  the  Presidency  of  Nassau  Hall,  at  Princeton,  and 
was  installed  on  the  seventeenth  of  August,  176S.  Deeply 
interested  in  the  exciting  political  struggle,  he  soon  laid 
aeide  his  professional  duties  and  studies,  to  participate, 
until  Independence  was  secured  in  1783,  when  he  returned 
to  the  classic  shades  of  his  Tusculum  and  to  his  ministry, 
which  he  continued  until  the  time  of  his  decease,  although 
for  two  years  totally  blind.  He  died  on  the  fifteenth  of 
November,  1794,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  His  daughter 
Frances,  married  Doctor  David  Kamsay,  the  historian  of 
South  Carolina,  who  was  her  biographer. 

Tusctjltjm,  August  16th  1785. 
D'  Sir 

I  ought  to  have  written  to  you  when  Dr 
Ramsey's  servant  went  over  for  the  chair,  «fc  I 
would  have  done  it  but  the  Dr  and  my  son  Da- 
vid being  abroad  when  I  called  sent  him  after- 


wards of  themselves.  Dr  Gordon  delivered 
your  message,  Viz  that  if  I  liked  it  I  might 
have  it  &  it  should  not  be  a  small  matter  that 
would  part  us.  I  therefore  leave  it  wholly  to 
yourself  what  abatement  you  will  make  of  the 
70  Dollars  and  I  will  send  you  the  money  very- 
soon.  You  know  it  is  for  a  young  man  who 
has  his  future  all  to  make,  but  I  was  desirous 
to  have  it  for  him  before  the  hot  weather  is 
over.  Please  to  write  me  in  Return  so  that  I 
may  have  the  money  remitted.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  know  when  you  expect  to  go  home.  I  have 
given  you  the  trouble  of  the  enclosed  to  save 
postage. 
I  am  Dr  Sir 

Your  most  dev''1  &  humble  servant 

Jno  "Witherspoon. 
Samuel  Holten  Esqr 
Addressed  "  Honble  Dr  Holten 
"  In  Congress 
j  Free  New  York.'' 

j  [Endorsed] 

"  A  letter  from  the  RevJ  Dr  Witherspoon 
"16th  An'  1785" 

.!f. — John  Hart, 

Born,  when  or  where,  no  man  now  appears  to  know,  and 
whose  handwriting  many  have  sought  and  few  have  found, 
in  other  form  than  on  a  Colonial  note ;  a  thrifty  farmer, 
seated  at  Hopewell,  where  apparently  other  Harts  resided, 
and  one  other  John  Hart  whose  signature  has  been  taken 
by  some  for  his ;  writing  without  reference  to  grammatical 
rule,  as  seen  by  his  letter  in  Doctor  Sprague's  collection,  and 
which  Sedgwick  copies  in  his  Life  of  Governor  Livingston, 
with  slight  (if  not  Brightened)  allusion  to  him  and  to  his 
colleagues,  was  nevertheless  the  man  for  the  emergency ; 
and  when  the  delegation  from  New  Jersey  required  an  in- 
fusion of  new  vigor,  with  Clark,  Witherspoon,  Stockton, 
and  Hopkinson,  stepped  forward  and  filled  ihe  place,  sign- 
ed the  Declaration,  and  sustained  it  as  firmly  and  consist- 
ently as  did  more  scholarly  men.  He  died  in  1780,  at  the 
darkest  period  of  the  War,  failing  to  see  the  glorious  ter- 
mination ;  and  his  memory  is  now  commemorated  by  a 
monument,  at  Hopewell,  erected  by  his  neighbors. 

The  Province  of  New  York 

To  John  Hart  Dr       £ 

To  my  expenses  3.  5.  0 

To  13  days  service  Including 

fridav  the  7"'  of  July  to  wednsday 

the  19"'  at  10s  6.  10.  0 


Received  in  part  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor 


New  York  the  19,h  July  1758 
[Endorsed] 
John  Harts 

acct  agst 
the  Province  of 

New  York. 
Read  the  6a  Dec  1758  &  the  Council 
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thought  the  £G  paid  to  him  suft\ 

Also  small  autograph  receipt  signed,  dated 
Is'  May  1746,  and  Provincial  note  of  New  Jersey 
for  Six  Shillings,  signed. 


5. — Abraham  Clark, 

Bora  at  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
February,  1726.  Too  feeble  for  labor,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  surveying  and  to  the  study  of  the  law.  Popular  with  the 
people,  he  early  enjoyed  their  confidence,  and  was  selected 
as  an  object  for  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  and  the  popu- 
lar government,  holding  among  other  positions  that  of 
High  Sheriff.  From  the  time  of  his  election  to  Congress,  in 
1776,  to  that  of  his  death,  from  coup  de  soliel,  in  June,  1794, 
he  continued  in  the  public  service  and  incurred  the  hosility 
of  the  legal  profession  by  fostering  legislation  which  re- 
duced their  perquisites.  He  suffered  largely  in  the  cause 
■of  his  country,  two  of  his  sons  being  confined  in  the  Jer- 
sey prison-ship,  and  his  family  driven  from  their  home. 
Another  son,  Doctor  Abraham  Clark,  died  at  Kinderhook, 
New  York,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  the  widow  of  the 
Hon.  John  P.  Beekman,  of  that  place,  now  living  in  this 
city.  A  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory,  by  the  de- 
scendants of  his  neighbors.  Such  letters  as  he  has  left 
behind  him  are  generally  of  interest. 

Eliza.  Town  June  8,  1775. 

Sm, 

You  have  now  sent  you  G  Qr.  Casks  &  2  half 
Barrls  of  Powder — The  Quarter  Casks  I  got  at 
New  Brunswick  &  the  2  half  Barr.  containing 
105  lb  I  got  at  Woodbridge — for  each  of  which 
I  gave  rec''*  that  I  rec1  them  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Provincial  Camp  near  Boston  agreeable  to 
a  requisition  from  them.  There  was  no  more 
to  be  obtained ;  they  had  sold  the  most  of  their 
-stores  to  the  Inhabitants.  You'l  be  so  kind  as 
•to  send  a  rec1  of  the  same  Tenor  of  those  I  gave 
-•that  I  may  show  them  the  stores  are  forwarded 
^agreeable  to  my  promises. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  Hum-  Serv1. 

Abra.  Clark. 

Eliza.  Town,  July  25,  1779. 
My  dear  Friend 

Our  Success  in  taking  Stoney  point  Fort 
you  have  heard.  We  were  not  equally  success- 
ful at  the  Fort  on  the  other  side  the  River, 
which  was  relieved  by  Gen1  Clinton  with  the 
British  Army  last  Sunday  Evening;  The  one 
we  took  was  dismantled  &  left  by  our  Troops  ; 
and  Rivington  in  his  paper  tells  us  they  retook 
4  Eighteen  brass  pounders  which  our  people 
was  attempting  to  remove  up  the  River,  but 
this  I  have  not  heard  from  our  accounts  tho'  it 
may  be  true. 

We  had  a  pretty  certain  account  of  a  battle 
at  Charles  Town  on  the  21st  of  June  Avhich 
ended  in  our  favour,  but  from  the  best  Accounts 
I  can  obtain  it  was  a  kind  of  Naval  engage- 
ment, or  an  Attack  upon  their  Gallies,  by  Land 
or  Water  when  it  is  said  two  of  them  fell  into 
•  our  hands  by  which  means  their  supplies  of 
•Stores  are  cut  of.     After  all  I  fear  no  great  af- 


fair hath  happened  in  our  favour,  and  I  cannot 
but  fear  for  that  Country,  but  yet  entertain  a 
hope. 

The  burning  of  Fairfield  &  Norwalk  &  plun- 
dering New  Haven  you  no  doubt  have  had  a 
full  account  of.  From  Staten  Island  they  tell 
us  the  British  intended  to  have  Visited  this 
Town  in  like  manner  but  was  prevented  by  be- 
ing called  up  the  River  upon  our  taking  their 
Fort.  Thus  by  the  Good  providence  of  God 
we  have  hitherto  escaped.  We  hope  and  we 
fear. 

The  taking  the  Fort,  greatly  dispirited  the 
Enemy  at  New  York  but  their  spirits  had  a  re- 
vival a  few  days  ago  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  who  brings  them  an  account  of  a 
Large  reinforcem1  wending  over,  either  4  or  5 
Thousand  here  &  2  thousand  to  Georgia  which 
was  to  sail  in  ten  days  after  he  left  England.  If 
these  should  come  I  believe  you  must  quit  your 
Indian  Chase  &  return  to  meet  them,  at  least  I 
hope  you  may.     No  ace1  of  Arbuthnot. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Dayton  or  your 
family  but  shall  likely  this  day,  until  which  I 
shall  keep  open  this  Letter  to  add  to  it  if  neces- 
sary. 

Our  Guards  are  very  weak.    Several  Counties 
have  not  sent  in  their  Quota  of  Men,  and  some 
none  at  all ;  we  live  in  Jeopardy  continually. 
I  am,  My  Dear  friend 

Yours  most  Sincerely 

Abka:  Clark. 

Col0  Dayton. 

July  28,  1779. 

P.  S.  I  find  it  easier  to  write  than  get  Let- 
ters forwarded  in  which  I  have  been  prevented 
till  now. 

The  affair  of  the  engagem'  at  Charles  Town 
turns  out  to  have  been  an  Attack  upon  the  En- 
emies Lines  of  no  great  Consequence  in  its  ef- 
fects. Only  30  killed  &  116  !  wounded  on  our 
side,  and  a  retreat  from  the  attack. 

Gen1  Clinton  hath  returned  from  the  North 
River  intirely  leaving  all  his  posts  above  his 
Forts  &  works  near  Kings  bridge,  as  reports 
from  New  York  inform  us,  and  hath  gone  to 
Visit  New  London  &  Towns  adjacent.  We 
expect  with  good  reason  a  Visit  from  the  Ene- 
my to  this  Town,  for  which  we  are  very  ill 
prepared.  A.  C. 


VII. — Pennsylvania. 

To  the  honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  petition  of  Hugh  Craig  humbly  sheweth 
that,  your  petitioner  is  desirous  of  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  Paymaster  to  some  one  of  the  regi- 
ments which  may  be  vacant.  He  can  procure 
necessary    security  &  should  he    be   thought 
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worthy  of  the  appointment  will  endeavour  to 
give  satisfaction  by  a  steady  adherance  to  his 
duty  in  the  discharge  of  that  office.  Your  pe- 
titioner as  in  duty  bound  will  pray,  &c 

Hugh  Craig. 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr  Craig 
for  some  years  and  believe  him  to  be  a  gentle- 
man of  capacity  &  integrity,  and  properly  qual- 
ified for  the  office  he  solicits. 

Benj  Rush 
John  Chevalier 
Isaac  Snowden 
Gerard*  Clarkson 
Geo  Clt.mer 
[Endorsed] 

The  petition  of 
Hugh  Craig  for 
Paymaster. 


1. — Robert  Morris, 

Born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  January,  1T33,  his  fath- 
er, also  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  gave  him  the  advan- 
tage of  a  liberal  education.  Entering  into  mercantile 
business,  he  was  for  years  the  greatest  and  boldest  opera- 
tor in  the  country,  in  goods,  stocks,  and  land.  It  was  to  his 
financial  skill  and  expedients,  as  financial  agent  and  withal 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  linking  his  own  wealth,  credit, 
and  destiny  to  that  of  the  country,  that  the  success  of  the 
Revolution  was  largely  due;  and  when  the  Cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington was  formed,  he  was  the  first  choice  for  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  but  declined,  when  General  Hamilton  was 
selected.  As  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  he  was 
especially  useful  in  Committee  work.  He  was  also  an  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the  Federal 
Constitution  ;  and,  on  its  adoption,  serred  one  year  as  Sena- 
tor in  Congress,  declining  re-election.  Late  in  life,  he  was 
overwhelmed  with  pecuniary  embarrassments,  growing  out 
of  immense  purchases  of  wild  lands,  in  anticipation  of  that 
great  emigration  which  he  foresaw;  harassed  with  suits, 
and  for  a  time  the  inmate  of  a  jail.  His  letters  are  numer- 
ous, generally  on  the  snbject  of  his  embarrassments,  and 
many  of  them  in  an  unfortunate  controversy  with  Carter 
Braxton,  a  brother  signer.  He  commenced  a  magnificent 
residence  in  Philadelphia,  which  stood  unfinished  for  many 
years,  and  was  finally  demolished.  His  wife  was  the  sister 
of  the  celebrated  Bishop  White.  He  died  on  the  eighth  of 
May,  180C,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age. 

Richmond  June  the  10"1  1780 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  my  let- 
ter of  the  21st  of  May,  and  to  observe  that 
Twenty  Days  have  elapsed  since  that  letter  was 
Avritten.  Permit  me  to  mention  at  the  same 
time  that  Mr  Braxton's  Paper,  was  not  received 
by  me  untill  the  9th  of  May,  so  that  my  Reply 
was  compleated  in  Twelve  Days.  Do  me  the 
favor,  I  iutreat  you.  Sir,  to  state  to  your  Breth- 
ren my  situation.  Forced  from  home,  my  Fam- 
ily divided,  my  young  Children  entrusted  to 
Domestics,  my  Business  suffering  much,  my 
Conduct  liable  to  imputations  most  injurious, 
every  sentiment  of  Justice  in  my  bosom  wound- 
ed by  the  reflection  that  the  claims  upon  me 
remain  unsatisfied,  which  my  presence  at  Phil- 
adelphia can  alone  put  it  in  my  power  to  dis- 


charge. I  will  not  contrast  this  with  the  posi- 
tion of  my  Opponent,  I  will  not  remark  to  you 
that  he  ought  to  have  brought  his  accounts  to 
Philadelphia  for  settlement.  I  will  bury  many 
reflections  on  this  occasion  which  arise  from 
the  nature  of  our  Connection,  the  confidence 
I  reposed  in  him  ifc  the  services  I  have  rendered. 
But,  Sir.  I  must  ask,  is  it  right  for  me  to  be 
detained  as  I  am  from  Day  to  Day,  from  Week 
to  AVeek,  from  Month  to  Month  ?  *  Ought  there 
not  to  be  some  Period  to  that  state  of  suspense 
in  which  I  am  held  ?  Ought  not  Mr.  Braxton 
long  since  to  have  laid  before  you  all  his  Vouch- 
ers &  Arguments  ?  I  will  not  trespass  longer- 
on your  time  &  patience.  I  will  merely  repeat 
the  prayer  of  my  letter  above  referred  to,  that 
some  short  day  may  be  fixed  by  which  Mr. 
Braxton  shall  close  what  he  has  to  say  on  this- 
Business. 

I  am 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

it  humble  Servant 
Robt  Morris. 
Alexander  Montgomery  Esq  \ 

Piiilada  June  9th  1704 
Dear  Sir 

The  multiplicity  of  my  engagements  did  not 
hinder  me  from  considering  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Greanleaf  the  contents  of  your  letter 
of  the  26th  of  last  month,  altho'  those  engage- 
ments occupied  me  too  much  to  admit  of  an 
earlier  reply. 

We  viewed  and  considered  the  proposition 
you  Avere  pleased  to  make,  several  times,  and 
finally  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  due  regard 
to  our  own  interests  would  not  admit  of  our 
acquiescence.  The  price  or  value  being  fixed 
so  high  in  our  estimation  as  not  to  admit  of 
that  reward  for  the  use  of  our  resources,  which 
many  other  objects  now  offer.  I  return  there- 
fore all  the  Papers  herewith  &  also  a  copy  of 
the  Great  Kanahwa  &  other  surveys.  I  am 
sorry  that  we  cannot  be  the  purchasers,  the 
price  so  far  exceeding  our  expectations  puts  it 
out  of  our  power  to  make  an  offer.  I  must 
however  in  justice  observe  that  your  prices  are 
such  as  may  probably  be  obtained  by  selling' 
the  property  in  detail,  but  even  in  that  way 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  our  obtaining  the 
compensation  which  a  variety  ot  other  pursuits- 
offer  to  us. 

"With  the  most  perfect  Esteem  <k  respect 
I  am  Dr  Sir 

Your  obed'  h'ble  serv1 

Robt  Morris 
His  Ex'cy 

Geo*.  Washington  Esur 
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Febv  6,h,  1799 
Jno.  Nicholson  Esq'. 
Dear  Sir 

Your  four  letters  of  yesterday  No  1  to  4 
are  with  me;  I  suppose  we  shall  he  ohliged 
finally  to  leave  Mess™  Beckley  &  Moore  to  pur- 
sue their  own  course.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Marshall 
or  Mr.  Call  or  Mr  Harrison  I  forgot  which  ah' 
the  7  years  delay  hut  never  have  received  an 
answer  on  that  point.  By  your  No.  2.  I  see 
you  have  no  faith  in  my  clause  on  an  intended 
assignment,  I  shall  think  more  on  that  subject, 
and  if  that  will  not  do  we  must  hit  upon  one 
that  will.  Mr.  Fox  has  written  me  a  note  that 
he  does  not  set  out  untill  to-morrow  morning 
hut  I  do  not  know  of  any  thing  you  or  I  can 
do  respecting  his  journey.  I  have  made  my 
push  for  Prison  bounds  but  if  not  obtained,  I 
-will  quit  nil  and  begin  again  heing  now  deter- 
mined not  to  spend  my  Life  here  for  the  sake  of 
any  property  whatever. 

I  am  yours  &c 

Rout  Morris. 
[Addi'ess] 

"  John  Nicholson  Esq'  " 
\  Endorsed] 

"Letter  from 

"  Robert  Morris  Esq 

"Feb>'6,h  1799 "' 

~. — Benjamin  liusli, 

Born  at  Berberry,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December,  1745.  He  graduated,  at  Princeton,  at  an  early 
age;  and,  after  studying  medicine  with  Doctor  Redman,  in 
Philadelphia,  visited  Europe,  walking  the  Hospitals,  at- 
tending lectures,and  taking  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Med- 
icine, at  Edinburgh.  He  soon  attained  an  extensive  prac- 
tice and  a  wide  reputation.  He  declined  to  serve  in  the 
Congress  of  1775;  but  in  1776,  readily  took  the  place  created 
by  a  member  who  declined  to  sign  the  Declaration  ;  and, 
although  not  a  member  when  it  passed,  signed  it  on  the 
second  of  August.  He  was  appointed,  in  1777,  Physician- 
general  to  the  Hospital  of  the  Middle  Department,  and 
served  with  great  usefuluess.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  which  adopted  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylva- 
nia in  place  of  the  Charter  of  William  Penn,  and  was  Cash- 
ier of  the  Mint,  in  1788.  During  the  raging  of  the  yellow- 
fever,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1793,  Doctor  Rush  remained  at  his 
post  and  battled  with  the  fearful  scourge,  saying  to  those 
who  counselled  him  to  regard  his  personal  safety,  "I  will 

remain  if  I  remain  alive."  After  a  useful  life,  he  died  on 
the  nineteenth  of  April,  1813,  leaving  a  reputation  in  his 
profession  only  equalled  by  that  as  a  patriot  and  philan- 
thropist. 

Dear  Sir 

The  sailors  in  the  barracks  Complain  of  the 
want  of  Suitable  accommodations  for  an  hospi- 
tal, A  few  of  them  in  the  Province  Island  Hospi- 
tal (who  are  on  the  recovery)  beg  for  liberty  to 
be  removed  to  the  barracks.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee of  safety  will  attend  immediately  to 
these  matters. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  our  recruits  suffer  so 
much  from  the  want  of  blankets.  Suppose  the 
Committee  of  Safety  should  request  by  an  ad- 


vertisement every  family  in  the  City  to  furnish 
one,  or  more  from  their  beds  according  as  they 
could  spare  them.  I  have  mentioned  the  subject 
to  above  a  dozen  families  in  the  City  who  have 
all  expressed  a  desire  to  concur  in  it  if  they  arc 
properly  called -upon  therein 

I  remain  D'  Sir 

vours  sincerlv 
B  Rush 
Tuesday  Morning 

Dear  Sir 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  have  made  out 
our  ace'  but  have  left  the  sum  to  be  allowed 
for  our  services  to  the  generosity  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  I  beg  leave  only  to  inform  you. 
that  the  Surgeons  in  our  Provincial  Batallion 
are  allowed  28  dollars  and  their  mates  18  dol- 
lars each  per  month.  The  Continental  Surgeons 
are  allowed  nearly  and  their  mates  exactly  the 
same  each. 

vours  &c 
B.  Rush. 
Tuesday, 

M'  Owen  Biddle, 
\_31-smo  Endorsed] 
"Men for  ships 
"Magazine  Boats"' 

Philadelphia  March  G,  180G. 
Dear  Sir. 

Dr.  Physick  being  much  indisposed,  and  un- 
able to  commit  his  thoughts  to  paper,  has  re- 
quested me  to  transmit  to  you  our  opinion  of 
Mr.  Carter  case,  being  the  result  of  a  consultation 
held  upon  it  this  forenoon  in  the  Doctor's  sick 
room. 

We  do  not  despair  of  Mr.  Carters  case,  but  we 
unite  in  advising  him  by  all  means  to  come  im- 
mediately to  Philadelphia.  He  will  suffer  least 
by  coming  by  water,  no  sum  of  money  would 
induce  Dr.  Physick  to  visit  him  in  Baltimore. 
He  has  lately  refused  a  very  flattering  premium 
for  a  visit  to  a  person  in  that  city. 

We  both  think  he  should  )>«  inderdicted  all 
venereal  pleasures.  Some  of  the  worst  cases  I 
have  known  of  urinary  diseases  have  arisen  from 
an  excessive  indulgence  in  them. 

From  the  great  success  which  Dr.  Physick  has 
had  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  urethra, 
neck  of  the  bladder, — and  the  bladder  itself,  by 
remedies  and  operations,  severa1  of  which  are  of 
his  own  discover}7,  I  feel  great  confidence  in  ad- 
vising M1'  Carter  (in  my  separate  capacity)  to 
comply  with  our  united  advice. 

Until  an  explanation  has  been  made  we  are 
afraid  to  risk  an  opinion  of  the  exact 

Seat  or  cause 
of  Mr  C's  disease — but  let  it  be  what  it  may. — 
please  to  inform  him  (with  my  respectful  compli- 
ments) that  every  thing  that  skill  and  attention 
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can  do  on  the  part  of  Dr  Physick,  and  attention 
on  my  part,  shall  be  done  for  his  relief. 

From  Dear  Sir  your 
siucere  and  affectionate  friend 

Bexjn  Rush 


Dk  Pottek 
[Addressed] 


[Endorsed] 


Dk  Natii1-  Pottek 
Physician 
Baltimore 

Doct  Benj  Rusli 

to 
D'Nath1  Potter 
Phil"  mar.  6.  1806. 


3. — Benjamin  Franklin, 

Born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
■January,  1706.  His  father,  Josiah  Franklin,  arriving  in 
this  country  from  England  in  1682,  engaged  in  business  as  a 
tailow  chandler.  Placed  at  an  early  age  in  the  printing-of- 
tJce  of  his  brother,  where  he  continued  until  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen, acquiring  a  knowledge  of  his  profession  which  was 
his  pride  in  after  life.  He  spent  some  time  in  England, 
where  the  press  he  worked  upon  was  found  and  brought  to 
this  country,  a  few  years  since.  Settling  in  Philadelphia,  to 
which  place  he  had  "tramped"  from  the  City  of  New 
York,  where  he  failed  to  obtain  employment,  he  early  took 
a  part  in  Colonial  politics.  He  was  Deputy  Postmaster- 
general  to  the  Crown ;  also  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
military  affairs  of  the  Colony;  editor  of  a  newspaper; 
printer  of  Colonial  money,  of  almanacs  and  many  books 
which  are  highly  esteemed.  Some  of  his  experiments  in 
electricity  are  said  to  have  been  made  from  the  tower  of 
the  Middle  Dutch  Church,  in  Nassau-street.  His  career  in 
Congress  and  as  Ambassador,  and  his  achievements  in  ssi- 
ence,  need  no  recapitulation.  Turgot.  the  French  Minister 
of  Finance,  wrote  his  epitaph  in  one  line,  "  Eripuit  ccelo 
"  fulnien,  gceptrumyue  tyrannis."  Through  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter,  a  gifted  and  beautiful  woman,  with  Rich- 
ard Bache,  he  became  the  ancestor  of  many  distinguished 
descendants,  who  from  their  success  in  public  life,  have 
been  known  as  the  Saxe  Coburg  family :  his  son,  William 
Franklin,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  returned  to  England 
as  a  refugee ;  but  his  grandson,  William  Temple  Franklin, 
retained  his  affection.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth of  April,  1790,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  lies  in 
Christ  Church-yard,  under  an  epitaph  of  his  own  compo- 
sition. 

Passy  June  2  1778 
Dear  Sir 

I  should  have  sent  the  Treaty  sooner,  but 
that  I  imagined  it  would  have  been  printed  by 
the  Court.  As  that  has  not  been  done  I  have 
had  a  Copy  made  out  in  Manuscript  which  you 
will  receive  with  this.  It  is  for  the  Grand 
Pensionary.  But  you  will  take  the  advice  of 
M  le  D  de  la  V,  as  to  the  propriety  of  deliver- 
ing it  at  present  *fcc 

Your  Care  and  Attention  in  procuring  and 
Communicating  Intelligence  to  us  is  very 
agreeable 

I  am  ever  with  great  Esteem 
your  most  obedient 
humble  serv1 

B  Franklin 
M  Dumas 


Passy  May  17  1781. 
Dear  Sir 

Inclosed  is  the  Order  you  desire  for  another 
Hundred  Louis.  Take  my  Blessing  with  it 
and  my  Prayer  that  God  may  send  you  safe 
&  well  home  with  your  Cargoes.  I  would  not 
attempt  persuading  you  to  quit  the  military 
Line  because  I  think  you  have  the  qualities  of 
Mind  and  Body  that  promise  your  doing 
great  Service  &  acquiring  Honor  in  that  Line 
otherwise  I  should  be  happy  to  see  you  again 
here  as  my  Successor  having  Sometime  since 
written  to  Congress  requesting  to  be  relieved, 
and  believing  as  I  firmly  do,  that  they  could 
not  put  their  Affairs  in  better  Hands,  I  shall 
ever  be  Most  Affectionately  yours 

B  Franklin 
HonMe  Col  John  Laurens 
Hotel  d"  Angleterre 
a  Paris 
The  Post  comes  in  to  morrow  Morning  from 
Holland.      If    you    have  any    information    of 
(further)    expense   likely  to    (.occur   please)  to 
communicate  it. 
[Endorsed] 

Dr  Franklin  to  J  L 
Passy  May  17,  1781 
with  an  order  for  an  hundred  Louis 


.J. — George  Clymer, 

Born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1739 ;  a  merchant  in  early  life  and 
up  to  1782.  In  1774,  he  commanded  a  volunteer  Corps  in 
General  Cadwalader's  *  Brigade.  He  was  one  of  the  Con- 
tinental Treasurers ;  and,  in  1776,  elected  to  the  Continental 
Congress  of  which  he  was  an  active  and  efficient  member, 
acting  on  the  Committee  to  visit  Ticonderoga,  Valley  Forge, 
and  the  Southern  States.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  a 
Bank,  in  Philadelphia,  with  Robert  Morris,  as  one  of  its  Di- 
rectors. As  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  was  very  active  in  introducing  and  fostering  her  present 
Penitentiary  system.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention that  adopted  the  Federal  Constitution;  Supervisor 
of  the  Revenue  of  Pennsylvania — which  office  he  held  under 
great  excitement,  growing  out  of  obnoxious  taxes,  and  at 
one  time  breaking  out  in  the  Whisky  Rebellion-and,  in  1 796, 
was  a  Commissioner  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  with  the  Indiana 
of  Georgia.  He  married  Miss  Meredith,  the  daughter  of 
his  partner,  and  was  the  grandfather  of  Doctor  Meredith 
Clymer,  of  New  York  City.  He  died  on  the  twenty-third 
of  January.  1813.  The  letters  of  Clymer,  although  not 
very  difficult  to  procure,  are  rarely  found  on  other  than 
business  subjects. 

Sir, 

You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  enclosed 
draught  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  on  its 
branch  at  Lancaster  for  1015  $  in  payment  of 
the  instalment  of  1000  $  with  its  interest,  of 
the  bond,  given  by  Samuel  Meredith  and  my- 
self, for  the  use  of  the  State,  the  instalment 
being  due  the  13th  instant. 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully 
your  obe,u  Seryt 

t  Geo  Clymer 


*  Celebrated  for  his  controversy  with  General  Joseph  Reed. 
t  Thie  specimen  to  be  improved. 
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Philadelphia  Aug*  36,  1807. 
Mr.  Findlay — State  Treasurer. 
Addressed] 

■'William  Findlay  Esquire 

"  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania 

"Lancaster" 


5. — John  Morton, 

Born  in  Ridley,  Perm,  in  1724,  was  of  Swedish  descent' 
intelligent,  and  well  educated.  In  1764,  he  appeared  in  pub- 
lic life  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  as  a  Surveyor  laying 
out  the  property  lines  and  settling  the  disputes  of  his  neigh- 
bors ;  he  was  also,  at  this  period,  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  and  Speaker  of  the  House. 
He  was  a  Delegate,  in  1765,  to  the  Stamp  Act  Congress ; 
High-sheriff,  in  1766 ;  and,  subsequently,  Presiding  Judge  of 
the" Common  Pleas;  and  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Province.  In  1774-1776,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  When  the  question  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  to  be  passed,  on  the 
Delegation  from  Pennsylvania  being  divided,  Mr.  Morton's 
vote  turned  the  balance.  After  an  active  and  useful  life, 
he  died  in  April,  1777,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  His  letters 
are  almost  unknown ;  and  the  examples  in  most  of  the  col- 
lections are  similar  surveys  to  that  following;  but  mor« 
,commonly  his  signature  to  Continental  notes. 

(Plot    of    Survey) 


W 


Okanc  Helms  marsh 
Containing  19  acres  &  h 


River    Delaware 


61  and£  Perches. 
Surveyed  for  Okane  Helms. 
A  Certain  piece  of  Marsh  lying  and  being  in 
the  township  of  Greenwich  in  Gloucester  Coun- 
ty Beginning  at  Delaware  River  in  the  line  of 
Andrew  Helms  meadow  thence  South  3  deg 
West  60  perches  to  A  post  standing  in  the  drain 
thence  North  85£  East  6  perches  to  a  branch  of 
Grab  Creek,  thence  down  the  sa  branch  Travers- 
ing the  Courses  thereof  to  Crab  Creek,  thence 


down  that  to  the  River  Delaware  the  (n)  down 
Delaware  to  the  place  of  beginning  61^  Perches 
Containing  19  Acres  and  J  be  the  same  more  or 
less  in  the  bounds  Afores'1  Survey*'1  May  v  15' ' 
1750 

p.  me. 

John  Morton. 

(Also  Continental  Note  of  3d  April  1772  signed) 


G. — James  Smith, 

Born  in  Ireland,  in  1720,  (even  then  the  mother  of  law- 
makers) in  1730  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  this  coun- 
try, and  received  the  advantage  of  a  sound  education, 
which,  with  his  natural  abilities,  qualified  him  for  positions 
of  control.  Having  acquired  the  legal  professson,  he 
pushed  out  into  the  western  wilderness  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  finally  settled  at  Yorktown,  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
Congress  afterward  sat.  He  raised  and  drilled  the  first 
company  of  military  associates  in  the  State,  who  after- 
wards numbered  twenty  thousand,  and  was  elected  Colonel. 
He  was  an  active  patriot  and  President  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  a  Member  of  the  State  Convention  of 
1775,  and  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  He  sub- 
sequently resumed  his  practice,  occasionally  holding  public 
office.  Although  he  died  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  1806. 
at  the  age  of  ninety,  and  belonged  to  a  profession  given  to 
making  quill  tracks,  let  him  who  seeks  them  be  warned 
that  they  are  now  hard  to  find. 

Yorktown  Decern1"  23  1773 
Gentlemen 

By  the  last  nights  post  we  received  the  pub- 
lick  papers  Acquainting  us  of  the  Resolve  of 
the  Congress  touching  the  Raising  of  four 
Batallions  in  this  Province  and  desiring  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  appoint  the  Company 
Officers  and  Recommend  the  field  Officers  of 
those  Batallions  to  the  Honble  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

The  time  limited  for  the  Appointment  & 
Recommendation  being  fixed  to  the  Second  of 
January  it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  Members 
of  your  Committee  in  this  County  to  attend :  in 
this  Situation  of  affairs  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence for  York  County  hope  your  Board 
will  not  think  it  improper  to  trouble  you  on 
that  subject,  Avell  knowing  that  the  great  Cause 
of  American  Liberty  is  our  Primary  Object.  & 
that  anything  that  may  tend  to  forward  that 
Glorious  Cause  through  whatever  Channel  will 
not  be  unacceptable.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  tor  this  County 
to  write  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  <k.  in  the 
Strongest  Terms  to  request  that  the  Board  may 
please  to  recommend  Tho*  Hartley  Esqr  to  be 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  one  of  the  Batallions  to 
be  raised  in  this  Province  A*  in  case  that  recom- 
mendation should  take  place  that  the  Board 
would  please  to  appoint  David  Grier  Esqr  to  be 
Cap'  John  M'Dowel  Lieu1  &  Wm  Nicols  En- 
sign, of  one  Comp>  Moses  M'Clean  Cap'  Lewis 
Bush  Lieu1  &  Robert  Hopes  Ensign  of  another 
Company  in  the  same  Batalllon  with  M*  Hart- 
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ley,  &  if  a  third  Company  should  he  raised  in 
York  County  to  Please  to  appoint  Bernard 
Eichelherger  Cap'  or  Lieu1  as  you  may  think 
best,  If  the  Board  should  think  this  applica- 
tion not  improper,  in  our  situation  and  it 
should  be  agreeable  to  them,  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  here  will  exert  every  nerve  in 
Assisting  the  Officers  to  get  their  Companies 
filled,  in  the  Most  Expeditious  Manner  with 
the  best  men  and  at  the  least  Possible  expence 
to  the  Public 
I  am 
Gentlemen 

with  great  Respect 
y1'  most  humWe  Servl 

Jas  Smith,  Chair" 
of  yc  Com1'  York  County 
To  Benjamin  Franklin  &  Robert  Morris  Esqr 
and  the  Committee'   of  Safety   of  the    pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia 
By  the  Lancaster  post,  to 
be  did  as  soon  as  possible 


7.  —  George  laylor, 

Born  also  in  Ireland,  in  1716.  An  emigrant  at  twenty,  he 
was  an  apprentice  in  an  iron  works  at  Durham,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  subsequently  erected  large  ironworks  at  Lehigh, 
Northumberland-county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  said  at  one 
time  to  have  resided  in  Orange-county,  in  this  State,  proba- 
bly looking  for  or  experimenting  in  ores.  He  became  both 
popular  and  influential,  and  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  in  1764,  and  continued  a  member 
for  five  years.  In  1775,  as  a  Member  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  he.was  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  prepare 
Instructions  for  the  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress 
of  that  year.  He  served  but  one  year  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  to  which  he  was  elected.  Any  writing  of  his 
is  very  uncommon,  and  difficult  to  obtain.  He  died  at  East- 
on,  the  twenty-third  of  February,  17S1. 

December  6  1773 
Jacob  Smetter  was  qualified  this  day 
asAssessor  for  Penn  Township 
according  to  Law  before  me 

*Geo  Taylor. 


8. — James  Wilson, 

Born  in  Scotland,  in  1742,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
in  1766.  He  was  a  teacher,  and  afterwards  a  lawyer,  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  a  member  ot  the  General  Congress  I 
from  1775  to  1778,  an  energetic  and  competent  Colonel  of 
Militia  in  1774,  a  Commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  1778,  Advocate-general  for  the  French  Gov-  | 
ernment,  in  1780,  under  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gerard,  the 
French  Minister,  who  came  out  in  the  fleet  of  Count  d'Es- 
taing,  a  Member  of  Congress  in  1782,  and  also  engaged  in 
the  settlement  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut  to  the  Wyoming  section,  a  member  both  of 
Congress  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1787,  and 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Constitutional  Convention  of  1788  and 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1789,  in  all  of  which  positions 
he  acquitted  himself  with  distinction,  and  died  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  August,  1798,  aged  fifty-six  years.  He  seems  to 
have"been  a  copious  writer,  and  a  neat  and  skilful  penman. 

Gentlemen 

I  beg  Leave  to  recommend  to  you  the  follow- 


ing Gentlemen  as  Officers  of  a  Company  in  the 
German  Regiment 

Conrad   Schneider,    Captain 
Jacob  Stadler,  1st  Lieut' 

Jacob  Foreman,  21  Lieut' 

George  Harmony,       Ensign 
They  are  recommended  to  me  from  Cumber- 
land ;  and  I  am  informed  will  be  able  to  raise  a 
Company  immediately  in  that  County. 
I  am,  with  much  Esteem, 
Gentlemen 

your  very  h'ble  serv' 
James  Wilson 

Philad9  4tk  July  177G 
The  Hon'ble 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania. 


0. — George  Ross, 

Born  at  Newcastle,  Delaware,  in  1730.  Liberally  edu- 
cated, he  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at 
Lancaster,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Elected  a  member  of" 
the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  in  1768,  he  continued  a  member 
for  several  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  from  1774  to  1777.  He  was  a  warm  advocate  of 
the  continuance  of  the  hnmane  policy  of  William  Penn  to- 
wards the  Indians.  In  April,  1779,  he  was  appointed  a  Judge- 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  Pennsylvania,  and  held  that 
position  to  the  time  of  his  decease  which  occurred  in  July, 
amidst  the  great  grief  of  those  who  appreciated  his  phil- 
authropy  and  worth. 

Gents 

Tis  with  difficulty  I  can  hold  a  pen  &  there- 
fore shall  not  be  tedious 

By  the  enclosed  Packett  for  the  Committee 
you  -will  observe  the  steps  taken  in  this  city 
towards  obtaining  an  amendment  to  our  present 
system  of  Governm*  &  we  flatter  ourselves  here 
that  you  will  most  heartily  assist.  The  citizens, 
here  mean  not  to  direct  &  therefore  should  your 
county  think  of  any  other  mode  they  will  be 
perfectly  satisfyed.  I  wrote  to  you  particular- 
ly that  you  might  consult  on  the  measures  you 
thought  best  to  be  pursued  The  Circular  letter 
is  left  to  be  directed  to  such  districts  as  you 
think  proper.  For  Gods  sake  &  your  Country! 
use  all  diligence  &  get  the  Memorial  signed  & 
sent  to  us  by  Express  no  time  to  be  lost 

Yr  sincere  friend  etc 
Geo  Ross. 
Philad*  23  May  1777. 

Also  autograph  document,     Order  as  Judge' 
in   Admiralty  for  the  sale  of  the  ship   Thetis- 
&c  the  prize   of  Private  Brig  of  War  General 
Montgomery  &  to  pay  the  avails   after  deduct- - 
ing  seamens  wages  of  Capt  James  Montgom- 
ery to  be  divided  amongst  the  officers  &  crew 
of   the  latter   vessel.      Dated    PniLADELrniA. 
1st  November  177G 

Geo  Ross. 


*  To  be  improved. 
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VIII. — Delaware. 

1.  —  Caesar  Rodney, 

Born  at  Dover,  Delaware,  in  1T30,  of  respectable  English 
descent.  He  is  stated  by  biographers  to  have  inherited  an 
-estate  from  his  father,  also  Caesar  Rodney  ;  but  in  a  testi- 
mentary  letter  to  his  wife,  in  the  collection  of  John  R. 
Thompson,  Esquire,  formerly  of  the  Southern  Literary 
Messenger,  he  states  that  he  has  little  to  leave  to  her  and  to 
his  son.  Mr.  Rodney  was  a  member  of  the  Stamp  Act 
Congress  of  1765,  and  a  member  and  Speaker  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Assembly,  from  1766  to  1774.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress  of  1774,  and  on  the  Committee 
that  drafted  the  Bill  of  Rights.  He  wair  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1776,  and  created  a  State  Brigadier-general  and  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  1777,  which  last  he  declined. 
He  became  a  Major-general,  and  not  in  title  aloue,  being 
ever  efficient  and  often  in  active  service,  in  a  Colony  ever 
alert  to  defend  her  rights  and  aid  her  sisters.  After  suffer- 
ing for  many  years  from  a  cancer,  that  destroyed  one  of  his 
eyes,  he  died  from  its  effects,  in  1783. 


D*  General 


Middletown  Sept*  6lh  1777 


I  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  dispatched  one  of  my  Light  Horse  with 
yours  to  Coll  Richardson,  who  he  fortunately 
found  at  the  Head  of  Sassafras,  by  the  same 
hand  I  wrote  to  Coll  Gist  to  obtain  and  give  me 
the  best  Information  of  the  Movements  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet  and  have  Inclosed  you  his  letter  to 
me  on  that  head.  He  mentions  the  rising  and 
embodying  of  some  Tories  and  Refers  to  another 
Letter  sent  here  with.  As  to  those  mentioned  to 
be  in  Kent  on  Delaware  I  am  apprehensive  it  must 
be  without  foundation  because  I  have  very  good 
Inteligence  from  that  Quarter  every  day  and  have 
Beard  nothing  of  it.  When  I  arrived  here  j'ester- 
day  was  informed  by  a  number  of  people  that 
four  hundred  of  enemy  had  Landed  that  morn- 
ing at  Town  Point,  the  furtherest  Point  of  Land 
between  the  Rivers  Elk  &  Bohoma,  I  immediate- 
ly sent  a  party  out  that  way.  The  officer  has  Re- 
turned and  Repot  ts  that  he  was  down  on  the 
point  and  all  through  that  neck  and  that  there 
were  none  of  the  Enemy  to  be  seen  I  have  a 
party  of  foot  just  setting  out  to  take  view  of  the 
Enemy  about  Atkins  Tavern,  where  I  was  inform- 
ed they  Lye.  I  had  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the 
"fficerof  the  Horse  informed  me  he  took  a  View 
of  the  Elk  River  and  that  he  saw  but  three  or 
four  Vessels,  small  Vessels  of  War.  Before  I 
left  Wilmington  I  drew  five  boxes  of  cartridges, 
Could  not  then  obtain  a  Waggon  to  bring  them. 
Tlie  President  promised  to  have  them  sent  Imme- 
diately. However  by  some  means  or  other  they 
are  not  come.  For  want  of  them  I  am  much  dis- 
tressed, not  having  more  than  four  Rounds,  I 
think  the  Newcastle  Militia  now  may  and  hope 
thej'  will  join  me 

I  am  Sir 
Yr  most  obedt 
Humble  Serv1 
Cesar  Rodney 
■JKo  address] 


Also  folio  official  Document  signed  March  30' 
1 779  as  President  of  Delaware.  Also  folio  ADS 
as  Recorder  at  Dover  January  13'  1774 


2. — George  Read, 

Born  in  Maryland,  in  1734,  of  a  family  of  Irish  origin, 
possessed  of  wealth  and  position.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1753  ;  and  the  next  year,  settled  in  the  practice,  at 
New  Castle,  Delaware  ;  and  when  twenty-nine  years  of  age 
had  become  the  Kings  Attorney-general  for  Newcastfe, 
Kent,  and  Sussex.  He  was  elected  to  the  Colonial  Congress 
of  1774-5-1776,  and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Delaware  for  1775.  He  was  also  President  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Delaware  for  framing  a  State  Constitution  ;  and 
a  member  of  the  Federal  Constitutional  Convention.  He 
was  also  Chief -justice  of  the  State,  from  1793  to  the  time  of 
his  decease,  in  the  Autumn  of  1798;  and  was  a  zealous 
patriot  and  a  useful  citizen. 

His  letters  are  very  rare,  but  those  of  a  son  whose  signa- 
ture resembles  his,  much  more  common.  His  grandson, 
General  Meredith  Read,  now  Consul  at  Paris,  resides  at 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  Resolutions  as  reported  from  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  in  Convention  on  ye  13th  June  1787 

1st  Resolved  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  [the]  a  national  government  [of  the 
U  S]  ought  to  [consist]  be  established  consisting 
of  a  supreme  Legislative  Judiciary  and  Exe- 
cutive 

2d  Resolved  that  the  National  Legislature 
[ive]  ought  to  consist  of  Two  Branches 

3d  Resolved  that  the  Members  of  the  first 
Branch  of  the  National  Legislature  ought  to 
be  elected  by  the  People  of  the  several  States 
for  the  Term  of  [Two]  Three  years,  to  receive 
fixed  stipends  by  which  they  may  be  compensa- 
ted for  the  devotion  of  their  time  to  the  pub- 
lick  service  [to  be  of  the  age  of  25  years  to 
receive  an  adequate  compensation  for  their 
services]  to  be  paid  out  of  the  National  [pub- 
lick]  Treasury,  to  be  inclinable  to  any  office 
established  by  a  particular  State  or  uoder  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  except  those 
peculiarly  belonging  to  the  functions  of  the 
first  Branch  during  the  Term  of  Service  [of 
the  first  Branch]  and  under  the  national  gov- 
ernmt  for  the  space  of  one  year  after  its  ex- 
piration. 

4lh  Resolved  that  the  Members  of  the  Second 
Branch  of  the  National  Legislature  [of  the 
U  S]  ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  individual  Leg- 
islatures, to  be  of  the  age  of  thirty  years  at 
least,  to  hold  their  offices  for  a  Term  sufficient 
to  ensure  their  Independency  namely  seven 
years,  to  receive  fixed  stipends  by  which  they 
may  be  compensated  for  the  devotion  of  their 
time  to  the  public  service  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
National  Treasury,  to  be  ineligable  to  any 
other  office  established  by  a  particular  State  or 
under  the  Authority  of  the  United  States  (ex- 
cept those  peculiarly  belonging  to  the  func- 
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tions  of  the  second  Branch)  during  the  Term 
of  Service  and  under  the  national  Government 
for  the  space  of  one  year  after  its  expiration 

5th  Resolved  that  each  Branch  ought  to  possess 
the  right  of  originating  Acts. 

6th  Resolved  that  the  National  Legislature  ought 
to  be  improved  to  enjoy  the  Legislative  Rights 
vested  in  Congress  by  the  Confederation  and 
that  moreover  to  Legislate  in  all  cases  to  which 
the  seperate  States  are  incompetent,  or  in  which 
the  harmony  of  the  United  States  may  be  in- 
terrupted by  the  Exercise  of  individual  Legis- 
lation, to  negative  all  laws  passed  by  the  [sever- 
al] individual  States,  contravening  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  National  Legislature  the  articles  of 
Union  or  any  Treaties  subsisting  under  the 
authority  of  the  Union 

7tk  Resolved,  That  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
first  Branch  of  the  national  Legislature  ought 
not  to  be  according  to  the  rule  established  in 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  but  according  to 
some  equitable  Rates  of  Representation,  name- 
ly in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of 
white  and  other  free  Citizens  and  Inhabitants 
of  every  Age  Sex  &  Condition  including  those 
bound  to  servitude  for  a  Term  of  Years  and 
three  fifths  of  all  other  persons  not  compre- 
hended in  the  foregoing  description  (except 
Indians  not  paying  Taxesm  each  State) 

8th  Resolved,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
Second  Branch  of  the  national  Legislature 
ought  to  be  according  to  the  Rule  established 
for  the  first 

9th  Resolved  that  a  national  Executive  be  insti- 
tuted to  consist  of  a  single  person,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  national  Legislature  for  the  Term 
of  Seven  years  ;  with  power  to  carry  into  Ex- 
ecution the  National  Laws,  to  appoint  to  offices 
in  cases  not  otherwise  provided  for,  to  be  inel- 
igable  a  second  time  and  to  bo  removeable  on 
Impeachment  and  Conviction  of  Mai  practice 
or  neglect  of  duty 

10'11  Resolved  that  the  National  Executive  shall 
have  a  right  to  negative  any  Legislative  Act 
which  shall  not  be  afterwards  passed  unless  by 
Two  Third  parts  of  each  Branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. 

11th  Resolved  that  a  National  Judiciary  be  es- 
tablished to  consist  of  one  Supreme  Tribunal 
the  Judges  of  which  to  be  appointed  by  the 
second  Branch  of  the  National  Legislature  to 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour  and 
to  receive  punctually  at  stated  times  a  fixed 
compensation  for  their  Services  in  which  no 
increase  or  elimination  shall  be  made  to  as  to 
affect  the  persons  actually  in  office  at  the  time 
of  such  increase  or  dimination 

12lh  Resolved  that  the  National  Legislature  be 
impowcred  to  appoint  inferior.  Tribunals 


13^  Resolved  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  na- 
tional Judiciary  shall  extend  to  cases  which 
respect  the  collection  of  the  National  Revenue, 
Impeachment  of  any  National  Officers,  and 
Questions  which  involve  the  national  Peace 
&  Harmony, 

14l'J  Resolved  that  Provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  admision  of  States  lawfully  arising 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  whether 
from  a  voluntaiy  Junction  of  Government  and 
Territory  or  otherwise  with  the  consent  of  a 
number  of  voices  in  the  national  Legislature- 
less  than  the  whole 

15th  Resolved  that  Provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  continuance  of  Congress  and  their" 
Authorities  and  Privileges  until  a  given  day 
after  the  reform  of  the  Articles  of  Union  shall 
be  adopted  and  for  the  completion  of  all  their 
engagements 

16th  Resolved  that  a  Republican  Constitution 
aud  its  existing  laws  ought  to  be  Guaranteed  to 
each  State  by  the  United  States, 

17th  Resolved  that  Provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Articles  of  Union 
whensoever  it  shall  seem  necessary. 

18th  Resolved  that  the  Legislative  Executive 
and  Judiciary  Powers  within  the  several  States 
ought  to  be  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Union 

19th  Resolved  that  the  Amendments  which  shall 
be  offered  to  the  Confederation  by  the  Conven- 
tion ought  at  a  proper  time  or  times  after  the 
approbation  of  Congress  be  submitted  to  an 
Assembly  or  Assemblies  of  Representatives  re- 
commended bjr  the  several  Legislatures  to  be- 
expressly  chosen  by  the  People  to  consider  and 
decide  thereon. 

[ Endorsed.'] 

G.  Read's 
copy  Reported  Resol" 

A  wretched  policy  that  which  is  dictated  by  fears  I 
and  apprehensions  of  what  may  be,  more  than  by 
the  reason  of  the  thing,  what  ought  to  be.     The 
ruling  Maxim  of  all  Governm'3  ought  to  be  Do 
right  and  fear  not. 

Below,  in  handwriting  of  Capt  Carrof  Md,  (all 
the  rest  being  in  Mr.  Read's)  "  Presented  me  03' 
"  his  grandson  at  Newcastle,  1833.'' 

Also  autograph  legal  document  one  page  folio- 
signed  February  1761 


3 — Thomas  McKean, 

Born  in  New  London,  Pennsylvania,  in  1734.  He  was  a 
schoolmate  of  Gtsorge  Read,  and  both  adopted  the  legal 
profession  ;  and,  in  1756,  he  had  become  Depnty  Attorney- 

feneral  to  the  Province.     He  was  connected  with  both 
'ennsylvania  and  Delaware  ;  and,  in  1757,  Clerk  of  the- 
Assembly  of  the  latter.    He  served  in  the  Stamp  Act  Con-  - 
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gress  of  1765,  and  the  Continental,  from  1174  to  1T83,  serv- 
ing as  President  after  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Huntington. 
He  held  the  position  of  Chief -justice  of  Pennsylvania  for 
twenty  years,  and  Governor  of  that  State  for  nine  years  ; 
and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society  of  Cincinatti. 
His  daughter,  Miss  Sally  McKean,  was  a  celebrated  beauty, 
and  married  the  Marquis  d'Irijo.  the  Portuguese  Minister. 
He  died  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1817,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  having  filled  a  most  distinguished  part  in  history. 

Philadelphia  Novrr  5lh  1800. 
Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  0li  by  Judge  "Waggoner  I 
have  received  aud  am  pleased  with  your  caution 
regarding  the  mortgage  from  the  President  Man- 
agers &  Comp'  of  the  Easton  Bridge  over  Dela- 
ware. However  informal,  the  instrument  will 
do  as  a  security  for  the  Commonwealth,  and  I 
have  felt  a  repugnance  to  delay  the  company  out 
of  the  money  or  the  State  out  of  interest  for  it, 
until  the  mortgage  should  be  more  formaly  drawn 
and  presented. 

You  mav  deliver  the  warrant  on  the  Treasury 
for  the  D.*  10. 000  to  M'  Daniel  Waggoner,  on 
his  delivering  the  mortgage  to  you  ;  a  minute  of 
this  transaction  should  be  entered  in  the  Book  of 
Executive  business.  "We  got  home  safe  and 
found  all  well  In  haste  adieu 

Tho  McKean 
James  Trimble  Esquire 

D  Secretary  of  State,  At 
Lancaster 
favored  by  Daniel 
Waggoner  Esquire. 


IX.  — Maryland. 

1.  —  Samuel  Chase, 

Born  in  Somerset- county,  Maryland,  April  17,  1741; 
read  law  at  Annapolis,  and  was  admitted  to  practice,  at 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Member  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly;  and  in  1774,  being;  a  member  of  the  Colon- 
ial Committee  of  Correspondence,  was  elected  to  the 
Congress;  and  in  1776,  visited  Canada  as  one  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  negotiate  with  the  people  for  concerted  action. 
This  mission,  however,  proved  unsuccessful  with  a  people 
who  were  wearied  with  a  long  continued  warfare,  which 
had  culminated  in  the  struggle  in  which  both  Montcalm 
and  Wolfe  had  fallen  a  few  years  before,  and  who  looked 
with  suspicion  on  an  overture  promising  a  renewed  war- 
fare. He  continued  in  Congress  until  1778;  and  was  in 
17S6,  appointed  by  Washington,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  which  office  he  held  fifteen 
years.  He  was  an  eminent  Lawyer  and  a  distinguished 
Judge.  His  residence,  a  noble  building,  still  stands  near 
the  entrance-gate  of  the  Naval  Academy  in  Annapolis.  He 
died  on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  1811. 

BALTr  2  December  1803 
Dear  Sir 

My  youngest  son,  M'  Thomas  Chase  is  obliged 
from  ill  Health  brought  on  by  a  sendentary  life 
to  relinquish,  almost  as  soon  as  commenced  the 
practice  of  the  Law.  He  has  been  the  two  last 
Summers  to  the  Bath  and  Sweet  Springs  in  Vir- 
ginia but  obtained  no  relief  from  his  Com- 
plaints, which  is  seated  in  the  stomach,  he  is 
advised  by  his  Physicians  to  a  change  of  climate 


and  he  intends  a  Voyage  by  water  to  New  Or- 
leans and  will  sail  from  this  City  on  Sunday 
week  (the  llUl)  in  the  Ship  Comet.  He  propos- 
es to  go  up  the  river  Mississipi  to  Natchez  ;  and 
has  some  thought  of  Making  a  permanant  Resi- 
dence between  these  places,  if  on  View  he  shall 
think  it  expedient  My  son  has  not  mixed  and  is 
therefore  unacquainted  with  the  "World,  the 
knowledge  assistance  and  advice  therefore  of 
some  gentleman  of  Information  &  Experience 
would  be  highly  acceptable  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  my  soliciting  you  for  an  Introduction  of 
him  to  some  gentlemen  in  New  Orleans.  Fort 
Adams  or  the  Natchez.  Your  Compliance  with 
this  Request  will  greatly  oblige 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obed'  serv; 

Samuel  Chase 
Honorable 

General  Dayton, 
Senator  of  the 
By  Mail  United  States,  "Washington 

Document  signed,  dated  12  October,  1708, 
one  page  quarto;  and  an  autograph  law  docu- 
ment signed  two  pages  folio,  dated  December 
18'  1770. 


2.  —  Thomas  Stone, 

Born  in  Pointon's  Manor,  Maryland,  in  1743.  He  was 
well  educated,  read  law,  and  entered  into  practice  at  An- 
napolis in  1764.  He  served  in  the  Congress  of  1774  and 
1775,  and  aided  in  framing  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
He  was  an  influential  Member  of  Congress,  and,  for  a  time, 
its  acting  President,  retiring  in  1785,  to  his  home  at  Port 
Tobacco,  where  he  died  at  the  early  asre  of  forty-three,  m 
October,  1787.  His  letters  are  rare,  and  like  those  of  Carroll, 
generally  on  business  subjects.  His  grand-son,  Frederick 
Stone  of  Port  Tobacco,  is  in  Congress,  and  probably  still 
uses  the  "  stone  steps  "  alluded  to,  as  well  as  his  ancestor's 
place  In  the  National  Councils. 

In  Council  8  September  1781 
Ordered, 

That  the  western  shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Thom- 
as Stone  Esqr  One  hundred  and  Seven  Pounds, 
Six  Shillings  and  one  Penny  specie  Agreeably  to 
the  "Act  to  Adjust  the  Debts  due  from  the 
State  per  Certificates  settled  by  the  Aud. 
Gen1 

p.  order 

Zepii.  Turner  *  T.  Johnson  Jr.  G. 

[Endorsed :] 

Recu  Contents  8  Sept  1781  in  Certificates 

T.  Stone 

Tho'  Stone 

£  107.  G.  1 

8  Sept.  1781. 

p.  Ctfe  adjusted 

Dr  Sir' 
Be  pleased  send  me  from  Baltimore  by  the 
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first  opportunity  to  Port  Tobacco  150  lbs  white 
lead  ground  in  Oil  for  which  with  the  freight  I 
will  pay  to  your  store  at  Port  Tobacco  on  its 
Arrival.  There  is  none  to  be  had  with  us  and  I 
am  in  great  want  which  I  hope  will  apologize 
for  this  Trouble  given  you  by 
Dr  Sir 

Yr  Friend  &  Serv' 

T.  Stone 
Annapolis  Sept  17"  1773 

P  S.     If  any  proper  Stones  for  Steps  to  be 
had  should  be  obliged  by  yr  sending  also  suffic- 
ient for  two  doors 
Mr  Robert  Christie  Jun 
Balt  :  Town 

Also  a  L.  S.  one  page  quarto,  dated  Port 
Tobacco,  Nov.  18,  1776,  with  signature  inserted  ; 
and  a  small  A.  D.  S.,  dated  Sept.  8,  1781. 


S. —  William  Paca, 

Born  at  Wye  Hall,  Maryland,  in  1740,  He  was  liberaly 
educated,  and  graduated  creditably  at  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1761,  and  elected  to 
the  Provincial  Assembly.  Served  in  Congress,  from  1774 
'o  1779;  and  as  Chief  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  in  1778; 
Governor  of  Maryland,  in  1782,  which  position  he  held  for 
a  year,  and  then  retired  to  private  life,  and  died  in  1799, 
aged  sixty.  A  parcel  of  his  letters,  until  then  scarce, 
'  '"turned  up  "  in  Baltimore,  a  few  years  since,  and  sup- 
plied many  wants. 

In  Council  August  4,  178G. 
£  50.— 

Ordered  that  the  western  shore  Treasurer  pay 
to  "William  Paca  Esqr  Fifty  pounds  Current  Mon- 
ey for  one  Quarter's  Salary  as  a  member  of  the 
Council  due  the  2d  instant. 
By  order 

T.  Johnson  Jr.     G 
0.     Richmond  Aud.  Gen1. 
Rd  the  above 

W-  Paca 

Sir 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's 
letter  in  reference  to  Capt.  Mitchell.  As  we 
have  no  Council  at  this  Time  &  Capt  Mitchell 
cannot  wait  until  our  meeting  on  Friday  next  we 
could  give  him  no  positive  Assurances  of  an  ap- 
pointment to  one  of  our  Barges  especially  as  pre- 
vious applications  have  been  made  by  others. 

We  shall  always  be  happy  to  pay  attention  to 
your  Excellency's  reccommendations,  and  are 
With  Sentiments  of 
Respect  &  Regard 
Your  Excelly's 
Most  Obedt  Hble  Serv'3. 
*  Mat  Tilghman 
Wm  Paca 

*  Congress  in  1774-77. 


Talbot  Court  House 
17  July  1781 

[Addressed.] 

His  Excellency 
Thomas  Sim  Lee  Esqr 
Governor  of  Maryland. 

In  Council  Annapolis  11  Octo  1783 
Sir 

We  are  informed  by  Capt  Magruder  of  the 
Guard  over  the  Magazine  at  Frederickstown  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  men  under  his  Command 
are  discharged  having  served  the  time  for  which 
they  were  enlisted.  Thinking  it  necessary  still  to 
keep  Guard  there  we  request  you  will  furnish  men 
for  that  purpose  from  those  under  your  Command 
We  presume  that  men  from  the  Corps  of  Invilids 
may  be  ordered  on  this  Duty 

With  much  Respect 
We  are  Sir 

Yr  most  obedt  Serv' 
W"  Paca 
Major  Wardman 

Commanding  the  Continental  Troops 
Fredericks  Town. 

Also  a  small  A.  D.  S.  dated  Aug  4  178(5. 


4- — Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton, 

Born  September  20, 1737,  of  a  family  of  Irish  origin.  At 
the  age  of  eight  years,  he  was  sent  to  the  Jesuit  College  of 
St.  Omer,  where  he  remained  until  1751  ;  and,  subsequent- 
ly, to  the  College  of  Louis  le  Grand,  where  he  graduated 
in  1754.  He  commenced  the  study  of  law  at  Bourges,  and 
continued  it  at  Paris  and  London.  After  eight  years  resi- 
dence at  the  latter  place,  he  returned  to  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, an  accomplished  gentlemen ;  and  was  soon  after,  im- 
mersed in  the  cause  o*  Independence.  Under  the  signa- 
ture of  First  Citizen,  he  entered  into  a  controversy  with 
Mr.  Dulany,  a  prominent  and  able  colonist,  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Lords  Proprietors.  Like  Lewis  Morris,  and 
others,  who  were  men  of  wealth,  before  the  Revolution, 
Mr.  Carroll  was  incited  to  this  course,  by  the  truest  patriot- 
ism. Among  the  many  public  duties  he  performed,  was  a 
mission  to  Canada,  to  propitiate  the  French  habitans  to  com- 
mon action,  in  which  he  was  accompained  by  his  kinsman 
Bishop  Carroll-  After  living  for  many  years,  to  enjoy  the 
government  he  had  helped  to  create,  he  died  the  last  of  the 
Signers,  on  the  fourteenth  of  November,  1832.  His  grand- 
son Hon.  John  Carroll,  now  a  Senator  in  Maryland,  spends 
a  portion  of  the  year  in  this  city  with  his  father-in-law, 
Royal  Phelps  Esq.  Mr.  Carroll's  letters,  of  late  date  on 
business  subjects,  are  common. 

11  August  1772 
Sir 

The  letter  from  your  brother  which  accompan- 
ies this  was  delivered  to  me  yesteday  by  Mr. 
Cromwell.  I  waited  on  Mr.  Johnson  this  morn- 
ing and  he  tells  me  that  he  thinks  Cromwell  is 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  §  of  the  land  &  therefore 
will  be  entitled  to  the  profits  of  those  thirds. 
Cromwell  from  what  he  threw  out  yesterday  in 
conversation  with  me  on  this  Subject  would  I  be- 
lieve take  £  4  currency  per  acre  I  realy  think  the 
Company  would  do  well  to  pa}-  him  that  price  & 
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the  <:osts  of  suits  provided  he  will  give  up  all 
filaim  to  the  profits  on  his  two  thirds  on  receiving 
the  price  aforesaid.  I  wish  you  would  talk  with 
Cromwell  on  this  business  and  persuade  him  to 
wait  Mr.  Bar'  Carroll's  arrival,  who  is  daily  ex- 
pected. You  may  perhaps  remember  the  appeal 
from  the  sentence  of  the  Provincial  Court  was 

^brought  with  a  view  to  gain  time  to  compromise 
matters  with  Cromwell  &  it  was  then  proposed  & 

•talked  of  among  us  to  entrust  some  one  to  treat 
with   Cromwell  for  his  land  on  behalf  of  the 

"Company.     I  hope  you  have  your  health  better 
>Sr  Yr  most  humble  serv' 

CH  CaRROT.T.  OK  CaRROIXTON 

"To  Waetek  Dueany  Esq 
^Endorsed]  1772  August  11 

Ch  Carroll  of  Carrollton  letter  to  the  Compy 
"..relative  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Also  A  L  S  two  pages,  quarto,  dated  Annap- 
olis,   17,   March,    1791;  a  small   A  L  S,  dated 
May  18,  1774;  and  an  A  L  S  ojie  page,  quarto, 
-of  his  father,  dated  Oct  31,  1770. 


X. — Virginia. 

In  Committee  for  foreign  Affairs 
York  Town 
May  14th  1778 

Your  several  Favour-'  of  Oct'  GUl  Xovr  27th  & 
DeC  8!h  were  delivered  to  us  on  the  2d  Instant, 

'the  Dispatches  by  Mr  Deane  and  those  by  Cap' 
Young  arriving  on  the  same  Day.  We  had  be- 
fore received  your  short  Letter  of  the  11th  of 

-June,  but  are  yet  without  that  of  the  29"'  of 
July,  in  which  you  had  informed  us  ''at  large 
•of  your  proceedings  in  Prussia."  Its  contents 
would  have  proved  highly  agreable  to  us  in 
those  Months  when  we  were  quite  uninformed  of 
the  proceedings  &  prospects  of  your  Colleagues 
at  Paris.     Impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  value  of 

"the  King  of  Prussia's  "  warmest  wishes  for  our 
Success ?'  we  give  assurance  of  equal  wishes  in 

■Congress  for  that  Monarch's  prosperity  :  We 
iiave  little  Doubt  of  open  Testimonies  of  his 
majesty's  Friendship  in  Consequence  of  the  late 
Decision  of  the  King  of  France. 

Your  Information  in  Regard  to  our  Connec-  | 

■  lion  with  the  fictitious  House  of  Hortales  &  C° 
is  more  explicit  than  any  we  had  before  received, 
but  we  further  expect  that  all  Mystery  should  be 

i  removed :  Sure  that  there  cannot  now  be  occasion 
for  any,  if  there  ever  was,  for  Half  of  the  past. 
Our  Commercial  Transactions  will  very  speedi- 
ly be  put  under  the  Direction  of  a  Board  consist- 
ing of  Persons  not  members  of  Congress,  it  be- 
ing impracticable  for  the  same  Men  to  conduct 
the  deliberative  and  executive  Business  of  the 

"Continent  now  in  its  great  Increase. 
His.  Mag.     Vol.  IV.     10. 


It  has  been  next  to  impossible  to  make  Remit- 
tances for  many  months  from  the  Staph-  Colonies 
the  coasts  of  which  have  been  constantly  infested 
by  numerous  and  strong  Cruisers  of  the  Enemy. 
We  hope  the  Alliance  of  Maritime  power-  with 
us  will  remove  our  Embarrassments  and  give  us 
opportunity  to  carry  into  Effect  our  hearty  Wishes 
to  maintain  the  fairest  commercial  Reputation. 

There  will  be  great  Impropriety  in  our  making 
a  different  Settlement  for  the  Supplies  received 
from  Spain  from  that  which  we  make  in  Regard 
to  those  received  from  France.  We  arc  great!] 
obliged  to  the  Friends  who  have  exerted  them- 
selves for  our  Relief,  and  wish  you  to  signify 
our  Gratitude  upon  every  proper  Opportunity. 
But  having  promised  to  make  Remittances  to 
Hortales  for  the  prime  Cost,  Charges  Interest 
&  usual  mercantile  Commission  upon  whatever 
is  justly  due  to  that  House,  we  must  keep  the 
same  Line  with  Gardoqui.  On  the  one  Hand, 
we  would  not  willingly  give  Disgust  by  slight- 
ing princely  Generosity  nor  on  the  other  submit 
to  unnecessary  Obligations. 

The  Unanimity  with  which  Congress  lias  rati- 
fied the  Treaties  with  France  and  the  general 
glad  acceptance  of  the  Alliance  by  the  people  of 
these  States  must  shock  Great  Britain  who  seems 
to  have  thought  no  Cruelty  from  her  would  de- 
stroy our  great  Partiality  in  her  Favor.  What 
plan  she  will  adopt  in  consequence  of  her  Disap- 
pointment Time  onlv  can  discover.  But  we 
shall  aim  to  be  in  a  position  either  to  negotiate 
honorable  peace  or  continue  this  just  War. 

We  stand  in  need  of  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  all  our  Friends  in  the  matter  of  Finance  ;  as 
the  Quantity  of  our  Paper  Currency  necessarily 
emitted  has  produced  a  Depreciation  which  will 
be  ruinous  if  not  very  quickly  checked.  We 
have  encouraging  accounts  of  the  Temper  of  tin- 
Hollanders  of  late  and  expect  we  may  tine!  Relief 
from  that  Quarter  among  others. 

A  few  weeks  if  not  a  few  Days  must  produce 
fruitful  subject  for  another  Letter  when  we  shall 
in  our  Line  of  Duty  renew  our  assurances  of 
being 

With  great  Regard 
Sir 

Your  affectionate 
humble  Servants 

Richard  Hen  it  y  I.kk 
*  James  Loveee 
Robt  Morris 
Honb1*  Arthur  Lee  Esqr. 
[Endorsed  ] 

This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  James  Lovell — The  signature 
are  autographic     R.  H.  Lee. 


•  ConirrepB,  1T7»J-S". 


wz 


HISTORICAL      MAGAZINE. 


[November, 


1. — Richa/rd  Henry  Lee, 

Bora  in  Westmoreland-county,  Virginia,  the  twentieth  of 
•January,  1732.  Ho  was  educated  at  Wakefield,  in  York- 
shire, and  was  a  man  of  literary  accomplishments  and  posi- 
tive character.  lie  organized  the  first  association  opposed 
to  the  oppressive  measures  of  the  Crown,  and  wa3  an  active 
meoiher  of  the  first  "  Committee  of  Correspondence,"  a 
Colonel  of  the  Militia  raised  for  pnhlic  defence,  and  in  the 
Continental  Congress  in  1774,  and  was  the  first  to  introduce 
s.  resolution  for  a  separation.  He  was  for  a  time  President 
rxt  Congress,  and  one  of  its  moat  active  members,  serving 
ou  various  important  committees.  lie  retired  from  Con- 
gress in  1784,  and  was  appointed  first  Senator  for  Virginia, 
under  the  new  Constitution.  His  letters  are  generally  full 
of  interest  and  consistent  with  his  reputation  as  a  zealous 
and  hard-working;  patriot.  He  died  the  nineteenth  of  .Tunc, 
172-t. 

Philadelphia.  26*1  May  1  777 
Mv  dear  Sir 

Finding  by  youf  letter  of  this  post  to  your 
brother  that  you  suppose  I  have  been  negligent  in 
my  correspondence  with  you  my  chief  purpose 
here  h  to  remove  that  charge.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber which  of  us  is  debtor  on  the  letter  score  but 
as  far  as  I  do  recollect  I  think  I  was  the  writer 
not  the  Receiver  of  the  last  letter.  However 
this  may  be  it  appeared  the  less  necessary  to  me 
to  write  as  I  knew  Mr  Page  furnished  you  with 
regular  intelligence  of  what  passed  in  the  war 
department  besides  which  I  had  nothing  worth 
troubling  you  with  or  calling  my  attention  from 
the  busy  scene  around  me. 

I  observe  in  the  Gazette  your  call  upon  our  coun- 
trymen to  apply  some  of  their  attention  to  the 
business  of  philosophy.  Your  reasoning  is  just 
and  I  hope  will  have  its  due  weight.  I  "am 
sure  that  some  amongst  us  have  abundant  neces- 
sity both  for  the  study  and  the  practice  of  the 
moral  part  cf  that  noble  science.  If  this  had 
been  better  learned  sucli  an  industrious  attempt 
to  injure  my  reputation  in  the  opinion  of  my 
Countrymen  would  not  have  taken  place.  It  has 
been  a  wicked  industry,  tho  most  false  and  the 
most  malicious  that  the  deceitful  heart  of  man 
ever  produced.  I  am  not  on  my  own  account 
affected  with  the  malice  of  my  enemies  because 
I  have  long  panted  for  retirement  from  the  most 
distressing  pressure  of  business  that  I  ever  had 
conception  of.  But  my  principal  concern  arises 
from  the  dreadful  example  my  case  presents  to 
cool  the  ardour  of  patriotism"  and  prevent  the 
sacrifice  of  private  ease  to  public  service.  I 
ought  at  least  to  have  been  heard  in  my  defence, 
But  Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  feelings 
The  enemies  expected  reinforcements  from  Eu- 
rope have  not  yet  arrived  in  consequence  of 
which  our  Army  in  Jersey  outnumbers  theirs  con- 
siderably but  since  they  do  expect  8  or  10,000 
men  from  beyond  the"  Atlantic  and  may  bring 
the  greatest  part  of  their  force  round  from  Cana- 
da in  order  to  make  one  last  dying  effort  it  be- 
hooves us  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  desperate 
designs  of  desperate  men.  If  no  disappoint- 
ment takes  place  when  their  whole  force  is  col- 


lected I  do  not  think  they  will  be  so  strong  as 
when  the  field  was  taken  last  year  and  the  Amer- 
ican Army  promises  to  be  much  more  formidable. 
Skirmishing  still  continues  and  still  we  keep  the 
superiority  inasmuch  as  by  the  late  manouvres  of" 
the  enemy  it  seems  not  improbable  that  they  in- 
tend to  quit  Jersey  soon,  They  paid  severely  for* 
their  provision  destroying  excursion  to  Danbury 
where  besides  their  disgraceful  flight  they  did  net 
loose  less  than  450  or  500  men  killed  &  wounded . 
Governor  Tryon.  late  a  Major  General,  and  Col0' 
Wolcott  are  both  dead  of  the  wounds  they  re- 
ceived in  that  chace.     The  last  accounts  from- 
York  tell  us  that  the  British  officers  look  grave- 
and  say  all  hope  of  conquering  America  but  by 
disuniting  it  is  now  lost    Great  efforts  will  be  ■ 
made  this  year  for  that  purpose,  and  no  act  or  • 
expense  omitted  to  obtain  by  fraud  what  force- 
has  failed  to  procure,  the  Court  favorite  "  Sub- 
|  "  duction  of  America."'    We  hear  that  in   tbe- 
West    Indies  French    Privateers  abound  under 
Continental  Commissions  which  I  think  cannot 
fail  to  procure  war  if  Great  Britain  is  not  dead' 
to  every  feeling  except  resentment  for  the  virtue- 
of  their  once  affectionate  brethren  and  fellow 
!  subjects.     The  enclosed  pamphlet  is  well  written 
!  and  will  I  hope  amuse  you.     Be  pleased  togive* 
i  my  brother  Thorn  the  reading  of  it  when  you  have 
'  finished  it. 
Adieu  my  dear  sir,  I  am  your  affectionate  kinsman* 
Richard  Henry  Lee 

i  I  hope  to  see  you  ere  long  in  Williamsburg, 

!  [Addressed :~] 

;  Hon'ble  Jonx  Page  esquire 

at  Williamsburg  in 
Virginia 

Philadelphia  March  25  1792 
My  dear  Sn; 

I  think  you  are  a  letter  in  my  debt  however ' 
that  is  a  triflle  amongst  friends,  and  perhaps  it 
might  have  been  many  more  if  my  time  had* 
not  l>een  most  laboriously  engaged  with  Congres- 
sional affairs  and  most  of  all  with  the  Represent- 
atives bill.  It  was  an  endless  work  almost  to- 
pursue  thro  the  various  detours  and  meandering 
in  this  business.  The  bill  has  finally  passed  the 
2  houses  by  which  Virginia  has  21  members  &• 
Kentucky  2 — but  0  Eastern  States  have  one  apiece 
more  than  they  ought  Jersey  &  Delaware  the 
same,  and  N  &  S  Carolina  each  1  more  also  than 
these  States  would  any  of  them  have  had  if  the 
plain  Constitutional  mode  had  been  pursued  of 
dividing  the  number  of  people  in  each  State 
respectively  by  the  agreed  ratio  of  SO,  000.  But 
by  a  certain  Arithmetico  political  Sophistry  on 
arrangement  of  6  to  2  in  favor  of  the  North 
against  the  South  has  been  made  of  the  8  mem- 
bers gained  by  this  Sophism.     They  first  divide 
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the  whole  or  aggregate  number  of  the  people  in  tween  yourself,  Gen  Putnam,  Gen  Pinekney  & 
the  U  S  by  30,000  which  produces  120  members  Gen  Wayne;  nothing  transpires  from  the  Cabinet, 
instead  of  112  -which  would  have  come  from    your  friends  are  clear  for  you  but  each  has  his 


Partisans.  I  do  not  know  where  to  direct  the 
enclosed  so  that  it  may  soon  reach  my  brother, 
and  I  wish  him  to  get  it  quickly  as  possible.  I 
have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  it 
to  you  and  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  contrive  it  to  him  with  all  the  expedition 


dividing  the  people  in  each  State  by  30,000  leav- 
ing large  fractions  with  some  States.  After 
having  obtained  120  members  they  apply  differ- 
ent  ratios  to  different  States  so  as  to  give  one 
Member  for  that  ratio  which  in  each  should 
approach  nearest  to  1  for  150,000  and  leaving 
smaller  fractions.  This  ingenious  theory  may  in  your  power 
hereafter  change  when  the  fractional  application  I  I  am  with  great  affection 

shall  be  found  to  benefit  the  South  as  now  it  docs  j  Yours  sincerely 

the  North     For  then  it   may  appear  improper,  j  Richabd  Hexrv  Lee 

tho  now  it  does  notto  change  a  real  into  a  virtual  j  Remember  me  cordially  to  my  friends  in  Rich- 
representation  so  far  as  fractions  are  employed  J  mond  among  whom  I  count  particularly  Mr  Mar- 
This  Bill  went  by  a  majority  of  1  in  the  Senate  I  shall,  the  Treasurer  &  Mr  Harvey  with  Col0  Cai- 


and  2  in  the  II  of  R  three  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  against  it  being  sick  or  out  of  the  way.  I 
do  apprehend  however  that  when  a  full  represen- 
tation comes  into  the  two  Houses  after  the  next 
election,  that  all  this  arithmetical  sophistry  will 
vanish  before  truth  and  the  Constitution  as  Mists 
arc  dispersed  by  the  rising  Sun.  This  Bill,  that 
for  the  frontier  and  the  Post  Office  bill  being 
past  and  the  Militia,  and  Coinage  Rills  in  great 
forwardness  we  may  rise  by  the  middle  of  April 
which  will  give  time  enough  for  the  Ways  & 
Means  bill.  But  I  fear  the  Speculators  will  agi- 
tate afresh  Resumption  which  they  are  very  intent 
upon  but  which  hitherto  they  have  not  ventured 
to  bring  forth  from  out  of  the  Treasury  Report. 
Gen  Knox  told  us  the  other  day  that  the  extra 
pay  of  our  Militia  the  last  year  would  be  all 
allowed  except  about  21)0  dollars  which  would 
require  legislative  provision,  and  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  wortli  while  to  apply  for  it.  The 
list  of  claims  remain  yet  with  Col  Davis  who  has 
waited  for  a  bill  now  passed  for  removing  the 
limitation  law  two  j-cars  to  come,  which  will  let 
in  the  greater  part  of  them.  Such  a  one  found- 
ed on  ideas  not  warranted  by  the  former  Acts  of 
Congress,  the  Legislature  will  not  now  open  a 
door  for  the  admission  of,  apprehendin 


rington. 

(To  Major  Gen  Henry  Lee 

Richmond  Ya> 

Also  folio  official  document  dated  An-  IT  1  TSj. 
and  signed  as  President  of  Congress 


increase  of  the  public  debt  thereby.     The  Mili 
tary  Claim  of  Land  south  of  Ohio  yet  lays  be- 
fore the  house  of  Representatives  and  I  fear  that 
the  violation  of  an  Indian  Treaty  in  the  present 
critical  State  o  f  Indian  affairs  will  prevent  anything 
effectual  from  being  now  done  in  that  business. 
A  prodigious  shock  has  lately  assailed  the  specu- 
lators and  Stocks  of  all  kinds  wonderfully  fall- 
en, but  I  fancy  the  spirit  will  soon  again  revive 
for  I  sec  that  20/  is  now  offered  for  (5  per  cents  ! 
payable  and   deliverable  in  January  next.     An  j 
amazing  profit  this  to  those  who  have  money,  for  ! 
at  this  moment  the  same  0  per  cents  may  be  pur-  \ 
chased  for  31  /9  and  sold  directly  again  with  9 
months  credit  for  26.     Who  shall  be  Command- 
er  in  Chief  of  the  Western  Expedition  is  now  a 
matter  of  Town  Talk.     They  say  it  will  lay  be-  ( 


..'.  —  George  Wythe, 

Bora  in  Elizabeth-county,  Virginia,  in  1720.  Fully  pre- 
pared by  previous  education,  he  entered  the  practice  of  tho 
law,  in  1757,  showing  from  the  outset  his  distinguished 
ability.  As  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  he  parti- 
cipated in  Patrick  Henry's  bold  stand  for  freedom.  A 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  1775,  he  joined 
in  the  action  of  the  following  year.  A  delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention to  form  a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  was  compelled  to  retire,  frcm  domestic 
affliction.  He  was  also  Chancollor  of  the  State  of  Virgin- 
ia. Late  in  life,  being  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  right  hand, 
he  learned  to  print  with  wonderful  clearness  with  hw  left. 
There  was  a  suspicion  of  foul  play  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Wythe,  which  occurred  on  the  eighth  of  June,  1S06,  in  his 
eighty-tim  year,  a  near  relative  beiDg  charged  with  tho 
crime,  and  acquitted. 

G.  Wythe  to  mr.  Randolph. 

M"  W's  state  of  health  is  so  low  and  >ln-  is  >..> 
emaciated,  that  my  apprehensions  are  not  a  little 
afflicting  and  if  the  worst  should  not  befall,  she 
must  linger  i  fear  a  long  time,  in  no  other  cir- 
a  great  I  cumstances  would  i  withdraw  from  the  employ- 


ment, to  which  i  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed, 
but  as  probably  i  shall  not  return  to  Philadelphia 
if,  sir,  to  appoint  one  in  my  room  be  judged  ad- 
visable i  hereby  authorize  you  to  consider  this 
letter  as  a  resignation,  no  less  valid  than  a  solemn 
act  for  that  express  purpose,  my  best  wishes  at- 
tend you  and  the  other  most  respectable  person- 
ages with  whom  i  was  thought  worthy  to  be 
associated 

Williamsuukgh  16  of  June  ITS 7 
[Addressed] 

Hon  Edmund  Randolph 
a  deputy  from  Virginia  to 

the  Convention 
Phtxabelpaia 
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S. — Thomas  Jefferson, 

Boru  at  Shadwell,  Virginia,  the  second  of  April,  (o.s.)  1743 
He  inherited  the  estate  of  Monticello  from  his  father,  and 
made  it  famous  as  hie  home.  \i  is  only  necessary  to  say  of 
bo  well  known  a  character,  that  he  drafted  the  Declaration 
of  independence,  and  after  holding  many  important  offices, 
including  that  of  President  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cepted from  a  sense  of  duty  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  went  to  his  rest,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  on  the  anni- 
versary of  the  crowning  act  of  his  greatness,  the  fourth  of 
July,  1886,  leaving  his  biography  as  patriot,  statesman, 
philosopher,  author  and  diplomatist,  written  in  the  mem- 
ory of  the  people. 

PHILADELPHIA  Oct  31  1775 

Dear  Page 

We  have  nothing  new  from  England  or  the 
camp  before  Boston,  by  a  private  letter  this  day 
to  a  gentlemen  of  Congress  from  General  Mont- 
gomery we  learn  that  our  forces  before  St  John's 
are  4000  in  number  besides  500  Canadians  the 
latter  of  whom  have  repelled  with  great  intrepid- 
ity three  different  attacks  from  the  fort.  We 
apprehend  it  will  not  hold  out  much  longer  as 
Monsr  St  Luc  de  la  Corne  and  several  other  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  Montreal  who  have  been-  our 
great  enemies  have  offered  to  make  terms.  This 
St.  Luc  is  a  great  Seigneur  amongst  the  Canadians 
and  almost  absolute  with  the  Indians,  he  has  been 
our  most  bitter  enemy,  he  is  acknowledged  to 
be  the;  greatest  of  all  scoundrels,  to  be  assured  of 
this  I  need  oply  to  mention  to  you  that  he  is  the 
ruffian  who  when  during  the  late  war  Foit  Wil- 
liam H-enry  was  surrendered  to  the  French  & 
Indians  on  condition  of  saving  the  lives  of  the 
garrison  had  every  soul  murdered  in  cold  blood. 
The  check  which  the  Canadians  received  at  fust 
is  now  wearing  off,  they  were  made  to  believe 
we  had  an  army  of  15,000  men  going  there, 
this  put  them  in  high  spirits  but  when  they  saw 
Montgomery  with  but  2700  they  were  thunder- 
struck at  the  situation  they  had  brought  them- 
selves into,  however  when  they  found  even  this 
small  armament  march  boldly  to  invest  St  John's 
&  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter  they  revived,  «fc 
the'  recruits  since  have  contributed  to  inspirit 
them  more. 

I  have  set  apart  nearly  one  day  in  every  week 
since  I  came  here  to  write  letters,  notwithstanding 
this  I  never  had  received  the  scrip  of  a  pen  from 
any  mortal  breathing,  I  should  have  excepted  too 
lines  from  Mr  Pendleton  to  desire  me  to  buy  him 
24  lb  of  wire  from  which  1  concluded  he  was 
alive.  I  speak  not  this  for  you  from  whom  I 
would  not  wish  to  receive  a  letter  till  I  know  you 
can  write  one  without  injury  to  your.health,  but 
in  future  as  I  must  be  satisfied  with  information 
from  my  colleagues  that  my  county  still  exists, 
so  I  am  determined  to  be  satisfied  also  with  their 
epistolary  communications  of  what  passes  within 
our  knowledge 

Adieu,  Dear  Page 

Deiknpa  est  Norfolk 


[Addressed] 
"  To 

The  honorable 
John  Page  esqr 
Williamsburgh 
[Memo  for  answer  endorsed] 
L1  D"  Forces  * 
present  station 
Our  Plan 
Powder  and  arms 
Skirmishes 

In  Council  December  2f  1780 
Sir 

I  have  received  authority  from  the  Legislature 
to  provide  cloathing  and  blankets  for  the  troops 
by  seizing  the  same  which  will  be  accompanied 
by  endeavors  to  purchase.  Agents  are  out  pro- 
curing salted  beef  and  others  setting  out  to  pro- 
cure pork  in  as  large  quantities  as  they  are  to  be 
had  to  be  stored  on  the  Roanoke  and  its  navig- 
able waters.  Ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour  will 
certainly  be  provided,  the  number  of  waggons 
which  have  been  delivered  to  the  Continental 
Q.  M.  since  the  date  of  Gen  Gates'  requisition  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  a  return  of, 
nor  the  quantities  of  spirits  delivered  to  the  con- 
tinental commissary,  considerable  deliveries  of 
both  articles  have  been  made.  Any  other  measures 
which  may  have  been  taken  by  the  Assembly  for 
further  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Gen' 
Green  are  yet  uncommunicated  to  me,  as  arms 
were  never  among  the.  requisitions  made  by  Con- 
gress on  the  several  states,  this  state  never  sup- 
posed it  would  be  expected  they  should  provide 
that  article  for  their  quota  of  Continental  troops, 
they  have  only  had  in  view  to  procure  from  time; 
to  time  30  many  as  might  arm  their  militia  when 
necessity  required  the  calling  them  into  service, 
from  this  stock  they  have  furnished  arms  for 
Continental  use  till  it  is  so  reduced  that  they 
have  not  the  smallest  prospect  of  being  able 
from  the  State  magazine's  to  spare  as  many  as 
will  arm  their  new  Continental  Levies 
T  am  with  great  respect  sir. 
Your  mo  ob  serv1 
Th  Jefferson 

Paris  Aug  9  1786; 

Sjk 

I  have  duly  received  the  honour  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  May  17  1786,  on  the  subject 
of  Capt"  Greene  supposed  to  be  in  Captivity 
with  the  Algerines,  I  wish  I  could  have  commu- 
nicated the  agreeable  news  that  this  supposition 
was  well  founded.  I  should  not  have  hesitsted 
to  gratify  as  well  your  Excellency  as  the  worthy 
father  of  Capt  Greene  by  doing  whatever  would 
have  been  necessary  for  his  redemption,  but  we 


Lord  Dunmore's, 
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have  certainly  no  such  prisoner  at  Algiers.  We 
have  there  21  prisoners  in  all.  of  these  only  4 
are  Americans  by  birth,  three  of  these  are  Cap- 
tains, of  the  names  of  O'Brien,  Stephens  &  Cof- 
fyn,  there  were  only  two  vessels  taken  by  the 
Algerines  one  commanded  by  O'Brian  the  other 
by  Steevens,  Ooffyn  I  believe  was  a  supercargo  ;  ' 
the  Moors  took  one  vessel  from  Philadelphia 
which  they  gave  up  again  with  the  crew,  no 
other  captures  have  been  made  on  us  by  any  of 
the  pyratical  States.  I  wish  I  could  say  we 
were  likely  to  l>e  secure  against  future  captures, 
with  Morocco  I  have  hopes  we  shall  but  the 
States  of  Algiers,  Tunis  &  Tripoli  hold  their 
peace  at  a  price  which  would  be  felt  by  every 
man  in  his  settlement  with  the  taxgatherer.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the 
highest,  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &,  most  hum- 
ble servt  Th  Jefferbos 

IT.  E.  Gov.  Husky. 

P S.  Aug  18  I'i'SG.  I  have  this  morning  re- 
ceived information  from  MT  Barclay  that  our 
peace  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  would  be 
pretty  certainly  signed  in  a  few  days,  this  leaves 
us  the  Atlantic  free,  Algiers  Tunis  &  Tripoli 
however  remaining  hostile  will  shut  up  the  Med- 
iterranean to  us,  the  two  latter  never  came  into 
the  Atlantic  the  Algerines  rarely  and  but  a  little 
way  out  of  the  straight-.  In  Mr  Barclay's  letter 
is  a  paragraph  "  there  is  a  young  man  now  under 
my  care  who  has  been  a  slave  some  time  with 
the  Arabs  in  the  desert  his  name  is  James  Mercier 
born  in  the  town  of  Suffolk,  Nansemond  County 
Virginia,  the  king  se?.t  him  after  the  first  audi- 
ence and  I  shall  take  him  to  Spain"  On  M' 
Barclays  return  to  Spain  lie  shall  find  there  a  let- 
ter from  me  to  forward  this  young  man  to  his 
own  country,  for  the  expenses  of  which  I  will 
make  myself  responsible. 

Paws  Aug  9  1787 

The  departure  of  a  packet  boat  from  Havre 
for  "New  York  occasioning  me  always  a  great 
deal  of  previous  writing  I  have  not  been  able 
sooner  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
ot  .Tune  8  or  Warwick's  succession  letter  of 
June  30  Extract  of  letter  of  July  9lh  to  Mr. 
Adams  and  letters  of  July  10  &  12  to  myself. 
Your  last  despatches  toMr  Jay  go  by  the  Packet 
boat  which  sails  to  morrow,  as  these  vessels  sail 
regularly- the  following  days  Feb  10  Mar  2."i  May 
tOJune'25  Aug  10  Sept  25  Nov  10  Dec  25  you 
will  always  be  able  to  avail  yourself  of  them 
for  your  despatches  only  taking  care  that  thev 
reach  mo  four  days  beforehand,  I  commit  my 
packet  always  to  a  trusty  passenger,  so  that  it 
never  enters' a  post  office.  T  communicated  to 
Mr  Adams  the  information  that.  Mr  Grand  re- 


fused all  further  advances  for  your  Treasury 
board  till  he  should  receive  remittances   from 

them. from  America  there  is  nothing  new  or 

very  interesting.  The  Federal  Convention  ii 
(fitting  at  Philadelphia,  General  Washington  be- 
ing President  of  it.  Their  proceedings  will  not 
be  made  known  till  they  rise,  so  many  of  the 
Members  of  Congress  are  of  that  body,  that 
Congress  could  not  continue  its  Sessions,  they 
have  therefore  adjourned  for  some  weeks.  Your 
affairs  and  those  of  your  neighbors  now  occupy 
all  tongues  &  minds,  whether  they  will  produc* 
a  general  war  or  not  seems  still  undecided  1 
had  the  honour  to  renew  the  assurances  of  esteem 
&  respect  with  which,  I  am  sir  your  most  obedi- 
ent &  most  humble  servant 

Th  Jbfpkrsos 

M*  Dl.'MAM 

MoimCEi/Lo  Jan.  2.  10. 
Sin 

I  am  but  recently  returned  from  my  journey 
to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Peeks  of  Otter,  and 
find  here  your  favors  of  Nov  28  &  Dec.  9.  I 
have  therefore  to  thank  you  for  your  meteorol- 
ogical table  and  the  Correction  of  Col°  Williama'a 
altitudes  of  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  which  I 
had  not  before  seen  ;  but  especially  for  the  very 
able  extract  on  Barometrical  measures  the  preci- 
sion of  the  calculations,  and  soundness  of  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  founded  furnish, 
I  am  satisfied,  a  great  approximation  towards 
truth,  and  raise  that  method  of  estimating 
heights  to  a  considerable  degree  of  rivalship 
with  the  trigonometrical,  the  last  is  not  without 
some  sourcesof  inaccuracy.  As  you  have  truly 
stated  the  admeasurements  of  the  base  is  liable 
to  errors  which  can  be  rendered  insensible  only 
by  such  degrees  of  care  as  have  been  exhibited 
by  the  mathematicians  who  have  been  employed 
in  measuring  degrees  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
The  measure  of  the  angles,  by  the  wonderful 
perfection  to  which  the  graduation  of  instru- 
ments has  been  brought  by  a  Bird,  a  Karasden,  a 
Troughton,  removes  nearly  all  distrust  from  that 
operation  ;  and  we  may  add  that  the  effect  of 
refraction,  rarely  worth  notice  in  short  distances, 
admits  of  correction  by  well  established  laws. 
These  sources  of  error  once  reduced  to  be  insensi- 
ble, their  geometrical  employment  is  certainly 
itself,  no  two  men  can  differ  on  a  principle  of 
trigonometry — not  so,  as  to  the  theories  of  Baro- 
metrical mensuration,  on  these  have  been  great 
differences  of  opinion,  and  among  characters  of 
just  celebrity.  Dr.  Halley  reckoned  1-10  I.  of 
mercury  equal  to  90f.  of  altitude  of  the  atmos 
phere  :*Derham  thought  it  equal  to  something 
less  than  90  f. 

Cassini's  tables  to  24°  of  the  Barometer  allowed 
670   toise.s   of  altitude.    Mariote's   to   the   sajnp 
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544  toises  Scheuchzer's  to  the  same  559  toises 
Nettleton's   tables    applied  to  a  difference  of, 
5975  of  mercury,  in  a  particular  instance  gave 
512.17  f.  of  altitude,  and  Bouguer  &  De  Luc's 
rules,  to  the  same  difference  gave  579.5  f.  Sr 
Isaac  Newton  bad  established  that  at  heights  in 
arithmetical  progression  the  ratio   of   rarity  in 
the  air  would  be  geometrical  ;  and  this  being  the 
character    of    the    natural  numbers    and   their 
Logarithms,   Bouguer  adopted  the  ratio  in  his 
mensuration   of  the  mountains  of  S.  America,' 
and,  stating  in  French  Lignes  the  height  of  the 
mercury  at  different  stations,  took  their  logarithms 
to  J  places  only,  including  the  index,  and  con- 
sidered the  resulting  difference  as  expressing  that 
of  the  altitudes  in  French  toises,  he  then  applied 
corrections  required  by. the  effect  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  moment  on  the  air  and  mercury,  his 
process,  on  the  whole,  agrees  very  exactly  with  1 
that  established  in  your  excellent  extract.     In ! 
1778  I  observed  the  height  of  the  mercury  at  the  1 
base  and  summit  of  the  mountain  I  live  on,  and, 
by  Nettleton's  tables,  estimated  the  height   at 
512.17  f.  and  railed  it  about  500  f.  in  the  Notes  | 
on   Virginia,   but   calculating   it  since,   on  the 
same  observations,  according  to  Bouguer's  method 
with   De   Luc's  improvements,    the  result  was 
579.5  f.  and  lately  I  measured  the  same  height 
trigonometrically,   with   the   aid  of    a  base   of 
1175  f.  in  a  vertical  plane  with  the  summit,  aud 
at  the  distance  of  about  1500  yards  from  the 
axis  of  the  mountain  and  made  it  599.35  f.     I 
consider  this  as  testing  the  advance  of  the  baro- 
metrical process  towards  truth  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Logarithmic  ratio  of  heights  and  densities  ; 
and  continued  observations  and  experiments  will 
continue  to  advance  it  still  more,  but  the  first 
■character  of  a  common  measure  of  things  being 
that  of   invariability,  I  can  never  suppose  that  a 
substance  so  heterogeneous  &  variable  as  the  at- 
mospheric fluid,  changing  daily  and  hourly  its 
weights  &  dimensions  to  the  amount  sometimes  of 
one   tenth  of  the  whole,  can  be  applied  as  a 
standard  of  measure  to  anything  with  as  much 
mathematical  exactness  as  a  trigonometrical  pro- 
cess,    it  is  still  however  a  resource  of  great  value 
for  these  purposes,  because  its  use  is  so  easy,  in 
comparison  with  the  other,  and  especially  where 
the  grounds  are  unfavorable  for  a  base ;    and  its 
results  are  so  near  lhe  truth  as  to  answer  all  the 
common   purposes  of    information,     indeed    I 
should  in  all  cases  prefer  the  use  of  both,   to 
warn  us  against  gross  error,  and  to  put  us,  when 
that  is  suspected,  on  a  repetition  of  our  process, 
when  lately  measuring  the  height  of  the  peaks  of 
Otter  (as  my  letter  of  Oct.  12.  informed  you  I 
was  about  to  do)   I  verjT  much    wished  for  a 
barometer,  to  try  the  height  by  that  also,  but  it 
was  too  far  aud  too  hazardous  to  carry  ray  own, 
and  there  was  not  one  in  that  neighborhood. 


On  the  subject  of  that  admeasurement,  I  must 
premise  that  my  object  was  only  to  gratify  a 
common  curiosity  as  to  the  height  of  those  moun- 
tains, which  wc  deem  our  highest,  and  to  furnish 
a  peu  pros,  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  in  a  comparison 
of  them  with  the  other  mountains  of  our  own,  or 
of  other  countries.  I  therefore  neither  provided 
such  instruments,  nor  aimed  at  such  extraordinary 
accuracy  in  the  measures  of  my  base,  us  abler 
operators  would  have  employed  in  .the  more  im- 
portant object  of  measuriug  a  degree,  or  of  as- 
certaining the  relative  position  of  different  places 
for  astronomical  or  geographical  purposes,  my 
instrument  was  a  theodolite  by  Ramsden,  whose 
horizontal  and  vertical  circles  were  of  Sh  I.  radi- 
us its  graduation  subdivided  by  noniuses  to  3^; 
admitting  however  by  its  intervals,  a  farther 
subdivision  by  the  eve  to  a  single  minute,  with 
two  telescopes,  the  one  fixed,  the  other  moveable, 
and  a  Gunter's  chain  of  4  poles,  accurately  ad- 
justed in  it*  length,  and  carefully  attended  on 
its  application  to  the  base  line,  the  Sharp,  or 
Southern  peak  was  lirst  measured  by  a  base  of 
2S0G.32  f .  in  the  vertical  plane  of  the  axis  of  the 
mountain,  a  base  then  nearly  parallel  with  the 
two  mountains  of  6589  f .  was  measured,  and  ob- 
servations taken  at  each  end,  of  the  altitudes 
and  horizontal  angles  of  each  apex,  and  such 
other  auxiliary  observations  made  as  to  the  sta- 
tions, inclination  of  the  base  &c  as  a  good  degree 
of  correctness  in  the  result  would  require,,  the 
ground  of  our  bases  was  favorable,  being  an 
open  plain  of  close  grazed  meadow,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Otter  river,  declining  so  uniformly 
with  the  descent  of  the  river  as  to  give  no  other 
trouble  than  an  observation  of  its  angle  of  incli- 
nation, in  order  to  reduce;  the  base  to  the  plane 
of  the  horizon,  from  the  summit  oL'  the  sharp 
peak  I  took  also  the  angle  of  altitude  of  the  flat 
or  Northern  one  above  it,  my  other  observation* 
sufficing  to  give  their  distance  from  one  another, 
the  result  was,  the  mean  height  of  the  Sharp  peak 
above  the  surface  of  Otter  It.     .     .     .    f  2946.5 

of  the  flat  peak 3103.5 

the  distance  between  the  two  summits  .  9507..70 
their  rhumb  N.  33°. 50  E.  the  distance  of  the 
stations  of  observation  from  the  points  in  the 
bases  of  the  mountains  vertically  under  their 
summits  was  the  shortest  19.002.2  f.  the  longest 
24. 523.3  f.  these  mountains  are  computed  to  be 
visible  to  15  countias  of  the  State,  without  the 
advantage  of  counter-elevations,  and  to  several 
more  with  that  advantage.  I  must  add  that  I 
have  gone  over  my  calculations  but  once,  and 
nothing  is  more  possible  than  the  mistake  of  a 
figure,  now  and  then,  in  calculating  so  many 
triangles,  which  may  occasion  some  variation  in 
the  result.  I  mean  therefore  when  I  have  lei- 
sure, to  go  again  over  the  whole.  The  ridge  of 
mountains  of  which  Monticello  is  one,  is  general- 
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ly  low.  There  is  one  in  it  however,  called 
Peter's  mountain,  considerably  higher  than  the 
general  ridge,  this  being  within  a  dozen  miles  of 
«ne  North  Eastwardly,  I  think,  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  to  measure  it  by  both  processes,  which  may 


tlepage's  Bridge  rebuilt  with  all  possible  Expe- 
dition as  the  Baggage  Artillery  kc  of  Gen1 
Washingtons  Army  will  :;oon  be  on  that  way, 
M"  Paul  Tilman  has  every  material  that  is  requi- 
site &  will  on  that  account  be  a  good  Person  to 


serve  as  another  trial  of  the  Logarithmic  theory,  j  employ  in  this  Business,  if  yon  cannot  1  y  other 
should  I  do  this  you  shall  know  the  result,  in  |  means  gut  workmen  &  necessaries  yon  are  hereby 
•<the  mean  time  accept  assurances  of  my  great  re- 1  empowered   to   impress   them  &  you  must  pay 


spect  &  esteem. 


Th\  Jefferson 


{Addressed]  Milton  Va 

Free  15  J  any 

Tir  Jefferson 

Copt  A  Partridge 
Norwich 
Windsor  County , 
Vermont. 


1G; 


MONTTCELLO  Aug 

I)i:\r  Sin 

Mrs  Randolph,  Ellen  &  myself  intended  be- 
fore this  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mrs 
Madison  and  yourself  at  Montpelier  as  we  men- 
tioned to  Mr.  Coles;  but  three  days  ago  Mrs. 
Randolph  was  taken  with  a  fever,  which  has 
■•confined  her  to  her  bed  ever  since,  it  is  so  mod- 
erate that  we  are  in  the  hourly  hope  of  its  leav- 
ing her  and,  after  a  little  time  to  recruit  her 
strength,  of  carrying  our  purpose  into  execution, 
which  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  doing,  in  the 
meantime  I  salute  Mrs  Madison  &  your  self  with 
«*mceasing  affection  &  respect 

Tn.  Jefferson 
'The  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Jf  Addressed] 
Th.  Jefferson 
James  Madison  Jun 
to  be  delivered  him 
at  Fredericksburg. 


./. —  Thomas  Nelson,  Junior , 

Worn  in  Yorktown,  Virginia,  the  twenty-sixth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1T3S.  Visited  England  at  fifteen,  and  graduated  at 
'Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  with  Portens,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
rtlon,  as  hia  tutor  ;  returning  to  America,  in  1761,  he  made 
his  entry  in  public  life,  in  1774,  in  the  House  of  Burgesses, 
in  the  Convention  of  the  State,  and  in  the  Continental 
Congress  of  75,  three  almost  simultaneous  evidences  of 
popular  esteem.  At  the  snrae  time  he  raised  a  regiment 
•of  Militia.  Succeeding  Jefferson  as  Governor  of  Virginia, 
he  commanded  the  Virginia  Militia  at  the  siege  of  York- 
town,  and  ordered  his  own  mansion,  then  occupied  by  the 
•  enemy,  to  be  bombarded.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  witness- 
ing the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  thecro  wning  event  of  the 
War.  When  the  once  rich  lands  amidst  which  Yorktown 
was  situated,  were  worn  out  by  exhaustive  cultivation,  the 
town,  so  important  in  history,  sank  into  decay,  with  only 
the  Nelson  House  and  the  Moore  House,  where  the  terms 
-  of  surrender  were  arranged  remaining.  In  the  recent  War, 
the  dilapidation  waa  further  increased.  Governor  Nelson 
died,  on  ihe  fourth  of  January,  1769,  aged  fifty  years. 
1  The  vicinity  of  his  home  was  twice  memorable  in  Ameri- 
can history. 

WmSBURG  Sept  161'1  1781 
Dear  Sir 
I  must  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  have  Eit- 


with  Certificates.  I  hope  uo  one  will  refuse  any 
j  assistance  on  this  Occasion  it  is  in  hi  P<  ivcr  t<» 
;  give. 

Our  Array  is  still  in  theNeigl  '••  >urh  od  cf  thJ3 
1  Place.     The  French  Fleet  under  Count  De  ( 
'  is  returned   &   is  joined  by  the  Rhode  Island 
{Fleet.    Three  thousand  of  the  Northi  rn  Tro<  ps 
'  are  just  arrived  in  James  River. 

I    im  lie::"  Sir 

Your  obedient 

Titos  Nelson  J" 
[Addn  s*  d  j 
"  Public  " 
Col  W*  Nelson 
Express  Kino  William 

[Note  on  outside  of  envelope  from  Gapl  Til  -  ••  ,j 

Dit  Sir 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  ycu  at  :'•  I  ridg  this 
evening  or  sooner 

Paul  Tiljian 

Colo  Nelson. 

>,/?rom  Mrs.  Colonel  Nelson  on  .•'■•'<-•'  .  f 

Sir 

Colo  Nelson  is  too  ill  to  meet  you  at  the  bridge 
or  even  to  write  to  you,  he  therefore  desires  of 
me  to  refer  you  to  the  letter  on  which  this  note 
is  wrote,  therein  you  will  find  that  the  Gover.aour 
has  empowered  him  to  employ  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rebuilding  little-Pages  bridge,  as  "t  5* 
not  probable  he  will  com'-  out  of  his  I  rise 
shortly  he  authorizes  you  to  act  with  the  same 
full  powers  that  the  Qovernour  in  his  letter  ha^ 
vested  in  him.  Col0  Nelson  will  Bend  two  or 
three  carpenters  early  tomorrow  morning,  &  be 
desires  me  to  beg  of  you  to  procure  as  many 
hands  and  teams  ;is  will  be  necessary  to  ilni^i  it 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  Colo  Nelson  sends 
a  letter  to  the  Govemour  &  beg-  yen  will  forward 
it  by  the  return  of  the  express. 

I  am  sir,  yonr  Humb  Servant 
September  th  20  Axx  Nelson 

Horn  Qu.  irter 
CaptTniLM  vx 

Offlkx  Fi  I  y  ;.';  1783. 
Dear  Sir 
When  the  French  Troops  under  the  coi  in  i  d  I 

of  the  Marquis  St.  Simon  arrived  bore,  the  Mar- 
quis L  Fayette  made  a  requisition  for  a  number 
of  Horsesto  mount  the  French  officers  As  their 
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stay  wa«  to  be  but  short  it  was  thought  more 
eligible  to  borrow  Horses  of  the  Gentlemen  thro 
the  County  than  to  impress-.  Among  others  I 
lent  tour,  two  of  which  were  never  returned,  but 
were  taken  either  by  the  officers  or  Corps  of 
Cavalry  after  the  Siege  of  York.  The  then  Ex- 
ecutive engaged  if  the  Horses  were  not  returned 
-that  they  should  be  paid  for  which  circumstance 
M'  Hardy  probably  remembers.  I  observe  that 
M'  Young  the  Q  M  G  for  the  State  advertises  a 
number  of  Horses  to  be  sold  next  Friday,  two  of 
which  I  should  be  glad  to  take  in  lieu  of  mine 
if  yourself  and  the  Council  think  proper 

The  valuation  of  my  Horses  with  my  affidavit 
Annexed  of  never  having  received  the  two  Horses 
is  enclosed.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  an 
answer  by  the  return  of  the  servant  because  of 
•ending  a  person  down  on  Fridav 
I  am  Dr  Sir  * 

Your  obed1  sen1 
Thos  Nelson  Jr 
To  the  Governor  of  Virginia 


i  conveniently  be  done,  under  a  proper  Guard  to 
j  Fredericksburg  or  Winchester,  taking  receipt  for 
'  said  prisoners  from  the  Commanding  officer  of 
I  the  Guard,  and  transmitting  a  copy  thereof  to 
]  the  Commissioner  of  the  War  Office 

Given  under  my  hand  «fc  the  seal  of  the.  Com- 
I  monwealth  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Richmond 
j  this  20'*'  Day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our 
j  Lord  1-781,  &  sixth  of  the  Commonwealth 

-  Bf.xj  Harrison. 

\     L  s     :  --.--. 

i         • 

j  [Endorsed].     Proclamation 

for  apprehending 
French  »fc  British 
Deserters 
Dec  20  1781. 

I  1789.     Mr  John  Graves     Dr 
|    To  281£  bush'  Wheat  By  acct  Rendered* 

delivered  to  order  4-  JC  1(1.7.  —  £63.12.0* 

■    To  loss  of  measure  1  >y 
i      keeping  20  bush  Do         4.0.0. 


■j.  — Benjamin  Harrison, 

Born  in  Berkley,  Virginia,  font  at  what  period  is  not  now 
known.  His  ancestors  were  In  Virginia  as  early  as  1640,  the 
year  of  the  breaking  ont  of  the  English  Revolution  which 
•:oet  Charles  I.  his  crown.  He  was  a  student  at,  bnt  not  a 
graduate  of,  William  and  Mary's  College,  and  in  the  House 
or  Burgesses  in  1764.  He  was  Speaker  of  the  Aesemblv, 
»nd  declined  &  seat  in  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Governor. 
I  A  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  of  177*4,  and  signed 
the  Declaration,  in  1778;  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia, 
in  1782;  and  after  serving  two  terms,  he  retired  to  private 
life,  which  would i  seem  not  to  have  been  free  from  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments.  ■••  Hewas  subsequently  Speaker  of 
The  Houbo  of  Burgesses,  and  died  in  April,  1791.  nis  son, 
*a  was  the  case  with  Ross,  Read,  and  many  others  of  the 
.Signers,  bearing  the  same  name,  adopted  the  signature  of 
Tils  father,  which  requires  care  in  forming  collections. 
When  the  Union  army  occupied  Berkley,  in  the  late  War, 
the  garret  was  tilled  with  his  papers,  and  being  cleared  for 
ass  as  a  hospital,  they  were  piled  outside  and  burned  by  a 
»*ndal  ignorant  of  their  Interest. 

j  if  Hi*  Excellency  Benjamin  Harrison  Esqr 
Qoeernor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia 
A  Proclamation 
WHti '  EAS  great  numbers  of  British  prisoners 
of  War  are  dispersed  throughout  the  State  rov- 
ing at  large  without  License  to  the  great  predju- 
dice  and  annoyance  of  the  Citizens  and  Injury  to 
tho  Commonwealth  /  do  therefore  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State  hereby  strictly 
charge  and  command  all  Officers  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary to  make  diligent  .Search  in  their  respective 
Counties  for  all  prisoners  of  war  going  at  large 
without  proper  Licenses  and  if  any  such  i>e 
found  that  they  immediately  secure  and  convev 
them  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia 
of  the  County  in  which  they  shall  be  so  found. 
And  I  do  hereby  further  charge  the  said  Com- 
manding Officer  that  he  take  effectual  measure, 
for  the  safe  keeping  all  such  prisoners  of  War, 
mid  that  he  also  convey  them  as  soon  as  it  can 


Bal  dueM'  Graves 


00.7.0 
BJ.5.0 


£  (58.12.6 
Received  the  balance     Errors  excepted 

J  Grayks  Benj  Harrison 

Bk.iiki.ky  Mar  2!  1789       . 
Sir 

The  above  is  your  acct  and  Mr  Dalzells,  his  is* 
balanced,    and  there  is  due  to    you' £18.5.6. 
which   makes  me  extremely  unhappy,  the  full 
quantity  of  wheat  was  reserved,  and  clean'd  out 
early  in  Septf  in  expectation  of  its  being  sent  for, 
but  that  not  being  done,  it  was  again  clean'd  &• 
measured  in  Dec*  when  it  was  reduced  to  546- 
bushels ;  every  care  in  my  power  was  taken  to 
prevent  it  being  stolen  or  destroy'd  by  rats,  but 
some  of  my  negroe's  are  such  adepts  at  picking  ■ 
locks  and  we  abound  so  with  rats,  that  the  quan- 
tity was  reduced  as  above  except  55   bushels- 
which  were  ordered  by  Mrs  Harrison  to  be  de- 
livered to  another  person  when  I  was  from  home, 
she  supposing  that  so  much  was  reserved  for  him .- 
I  hope  my  good  Sir,  you  will  excuse  me  on 
these  several  accounts  for  falling  short  of  the 
quantity,  I  really  could  do  no  more  than  I  did  to- 
comply  with   my   contract.     The  balf  shall  be 
paid  you  as  soon  as  possible  with  interest.     I  re- 
turn   you  Mr   Gait's   order,   if  he   would  have- 
favored  me  with  an  answer  to  my  letter  written- 
to  him  in  Sep1  informing  me  that  he  would  take- 
the  wheat  he  might  have  had  it,  but  I  knew 
nothing  of  his  intentions  till  I  saw  the  order- 
when  you  see  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  comply 
with  it,  wheat  was  reserved  for  him  last  year  b> 
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pay  the  debts  and  the  whole  quantity  except  24 
bushels  lost  to  me 

T  am 

Your  most  ob1  serv' 

Ben,j  Harrison 


H. — FrancU  Llghtfuot  Le.ey 

Bom  in  Westmoreland-county,  Virginia,  the  fourteenth 
of  October,  17S4.  j He  was  carefully  educated,  under  the 
Reverend  Doctor  Crai?,  a  Scottish  Clergyman;  and,  like 
his  brother,  Richard  Henry,  wa9  an  -early  and  consistent 
patriot.  In  1766,  be  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Burgesses, 
and  continued  to  sit  until  1773,  when  he  married  and  re- 
moved from  his  constituency  to  Richmond,  which  he  seems 
to  bave  represented  in  the  same  House  until  elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1776;  and  after  serving  with  fidelity  until  1779,  he 
resigned,  and  returned  to  his  home.  His  letters  are  very 
rare,  and  it.  is  to  be  inferred  that  his  brother  was  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  family,  and  Francis  in  moments  of  leis- 
ure more  devoted  to  his  ease  than  to  letter  writing.  He 
died  In  April,  1707,  aged  sixty-three  years. 

PnTLAT>FT.rirrA  Sept  i[k  1777 
My  hear  Cot, 

Mr  Jackgon  will  deliver  you  a  Letter  which  I 
•wrote  some  time  agoe  by  Mr  Crump,  who  was 
stoped  at  Elk  by  Mr  >  owe.  I  hope  it  will  arrive 
time  enough  for  your  sugar  making  business.  I 
could  have  procured  the  Sickles  at  10s  &  12s  a 
piece  but  the  impossibility  of  conveying  anything 
from  hence  to  Virginia  at  present  will  oblige  me 
to  hold  my  hand  till  I  hear  further  from  you. 
<icn'  Howe  is  now  within  forty  miles  of  us  with 
his  whole  force  :  yet  we  arc  in  good  spirits  hav- 
ing our  Gen1  &  a  spirited  army  to  oppose  him. 
By  the  papers  sent  to  Col  Tayloe  (which  I  know 
you  will  have  the  benefit  of)  you  will  see  that  we 
have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  valorous  and 
most  puissant  Burgoyne,  we  fear  he  will  make 
his  retreat  good.  It  Howe  should  be  obliged 
to  betake  himself  to  his  ships  we  hope  the  Vir- 
ginia Militia  will  prevent  his  pillaging  the  Coun- 
trv  on  his  return.  Our  best  respects  to  Sabine 
Hall 

I  am  Dear  Col 
Your  affectionate  friend  &  hble  Serv' 

Francis  Ltghtfoot  Lee. 

To 

Col  Lagoon  Carter 
Sabine  Hall 
favor'd  by  Virginia 

Mr  Jackson. 
f Endorsed] 

"F  Liohtfoot  Lee  Eqr 
Sep'-  4'  1777,  No  News" 


7. —  Carter  Braztoh, 

Born  at  Newington,  Kings  and  Queens-county,  Virginia, 
the  tenth  of  September,  1736,  was  educated  at  William  and 
Mary's  College,  and  soon  after  visited  England.  On  his 
return,  although  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  King's 
Receiver  General  of  Customs,  and  well  with  the  vice  regal 


Court  of  the  Province,  he  early  took  ground  against  1U  ex- 
actions. As  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bnrges«es,  In  176.% 
he  sustained  the  action  of  Patrick  Henry  against  thu 
Stamp  Act.  As  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1769,  lis 
was  one  of  the  eighty-nine  members  who  voted  lor  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  at  Williamtburgh,  which  meeting 
selected  him  as  a  delegate  iu  Congress.  As  the  successor 
of  Peyton  Randolph,  he  sat  in  the  Congress  of  1775.  The 
letters  which  we  extract  are  principally  connected  with  hia 
litigation  with  Robert  Morris ;  and  nave  no  further  Interest 
than  as  commemorating  an  unfortunate  collision  between 
brother  signers.    He  died  the  tenth  of  October,  1797. 

Richmond  June  11  1788 
Gentlemen    . 

M*  Morris  in  his  letter  of  May  21''  ha^  com 
plained  that  my  answer  to  his  cross  Bill  in  Court 
was  not  filed  within  the  last  term  so  as  to  make 
your  decision  obligatory  &  therefore  prays  your 
award  to  be  witheld  until  Aug  Term.  But  in 
this  Mr  Morris  will  find  himself  deceived.  Mr 
Ronald  my  counsel  has  long  since  regularly  aud 
legally  as  he  says  filed  my  answer  in  Court 
agreeable  to  my  engagement.  This  then  will  re- 
move the  cause  of  your  holding  up  that  award 
from  which  alone  justice  is  to  be  done  to  my  long 
it  unmerited  suffering  &  which  will  evince  to  Mr 
Morris  the  part  he  ought  to  have  acted  some- 
years  ago  &  thereby  relieved  me  from  the  dis- 
tress he  has  so  much  contributed  to.  To  the 
above  you  will  permit  me  to  subjoin  the  contin 
uation  of  my  account  current  with  Willing 
Morris  it  Comp^  with  Robert  Morris  Esqr  formed 
on  the  articles  mentioned  in  my  postscript  of  the 
8'  of  May  with  the  vouchers  also,  &  copy  fur 
Mr  Morris.  This  is  sent  to  enable  him  to  tinWt 
his  repby  to  my  continuation  of  Ace'  Current, 
that  T  may  take  it  up  immediately  it  put  an  end 
to  all  further  argument  on  the  subject,  if  in  this 
reply  Mr  Morris  is  not  tedious.  1  hope  every 
I  paper  will  be  delivered  you  in  a  few  days.  But 
as  we  have  both  offered  extracts  from  our  corre.-- 
I  pondence  to  support  our  assertions  &  as  your 
j  opinions  will  be  in  some  measure  founded  on 
j  them  I  suppose  it  will  in  the  meantime  !>c  proper 
j  for  each  of  us  to  see  the  others  extracts,  copies. 
having  been  furnished  by  neither 

I  am  your  hum  set' 

Garter  Braxton 
Ai.kxaniucu  Montgomery  Ksmi 

M  Braxtons  respectful  coinp-  waits  on  the 
C4entlemen  Auditors  He  has  now  sent  the  two 
Ledgers  A  it  C  required.  They  are  the  books 
of  C  B  alone.  But  as  it  is  probable  the  books 
of  WMli  A  MB  are  those  wanted  Mr  Braxton 
has  sent  them  also  with  their  sundry  Journals 

The  acct  of  Jack  Power  Mr  1!  thought  had 
been  copied  it  filed  among  the  Papers.  It  is- 
now  drawn  off  from  a  rough  copy  >eut  C  B  by 
Mr  Power  in  1783  with  a  copy  of  Col'"  Claytons 
receipt  for  money  M'  Power  expended  of  Mr 
Claytons  &  which  C  B  agreed  to  pay  to  Mr 
Clayton,    M"  Power   has  still   further  demands 
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against  C  B  for  what  he  calls  reasonable  expenses 
which  will  be  seen  are  mentioned  in  C  B's  instruc- 
tions, To  satisfy  these  &  Mr  Powers  other 
claims  for  his  services  under  that  promise  he  has 
actually  attached  an  estate  C  B  has  in  Scotland 
■&  will  not  relinquish  until  the  whole  is  paid, 
Mr  B  will  inform  Mr  Richards  of  his  attendance 
"being  required  tomorrow  at  10  o  clock 

Monday  noon 
Alex*  Montgomery  Esq'        Sept  1st  1788. 


XL— North  Carolina. 
Ratification  of  the  Convention. 

The.  Association  entered  into  by  the  General 
■Congress  at  Philadelphia  on  the  Twentieth  day 
of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
■seven  hundred  and  seventy  four  and  signed  by 
the  Members  thereof  was  presented  to  this  Con- 
vention by  Colo  Richard  Caswell  and  on  Motiou 
was  Ordered  to  be  read,  and  it;  was  accordingly 
read. 

Resolved  that,  this  Convention  d  >  highly  ap- 
prove of  the  said  Association  and  do  for  them- 
selves firmly  agree  to  adhere  to  the  Said  Associ- 
ation and  to  recomend  it  to  their  Constituents 
that  they  likewise  adhere  firmly  to  the  same.  In 
full  approbation  and  Testimony  Whereof  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Convention  subscribe  their  names.* 


Frged  Campbell 

R  Caswell 

Thomas  Person 

Thos  Hicks 

John  Penn 

M  Hunt 

Willie  Jones 

B  Mc  Cullock 

Nicholas  Long 

Will  Hooper 

John  Ash 

Allex  Jones 

Jepii  Atherton 

Thos  Burke 

F  Nash 

E  Starket 

Henry  Rhodes 

WM  Cray 

Andrew  Knox   •    ■   .  - 

Isaac  Gregory 

Joseph  Jones 

John  Hearring 

Griffith  Rutherford 

WM  Sharpe 

Jeremiah  Fraser 

John  Hinton 

A  Nash 

James  Davis 

Joseph  Hewes 


Jacob  Blount 
r  cogdf.ll 
Joseph  Leech 
WM  Bryan 
Corns  Harnett 
WM  Brown 
John  Simpson 
Edward  Salter 
James  Gorham 
James  Lanier 
John  Webb 
Geo  Wynne 
Alex  Martin 
David  Standley 
Green  Htll 
Rob*  Howe 


WM  Thomson 
Solomon  Shepard 
Sam  Jarvis 
Solo  Perkins 
Nathan  Poyner 

©AM  JonNSTON 

Tho8  Oldham 
Tiro  Jones 
Thos  Benbury 
Thos  Hunter 
Tho  Rutherford 


John  Harvey 
Roger  Ormond 
Thos  Respes  Jun 
William  Salter 
James  White 
WM  Person 
Thomas  Eaton 
Jn°  Campbell 
John  Johnston 
James  Coor 
Lemuel  Hatch 


*  Ii>  reference  to  this  paper,  Hon.  John  H.  Wheeler,  (the 
Historian  of  North  Carolina,)  writes  to  its  present  possessor: 
"The  value  of  the  paper  consists  that  there  is  no  other 
"  original."  *  *  *  I  think  there  are  names  more  illustrious 
"on  it,  than  those  sought  by  you,"  (t.  e.  the  three  North 
Carolina  signers  which  are  all  appended.^  "  John  Harvey, 
■"  the  first  name,  was  the  Moderator  of  the  Convention ;  he 
■"was  called  by  Josiah  Quincy,  the  Samuel  Adams  of  the 
-"  South.  Richard  Caswell  was  the  first  Governor  of  North 
"Carolina,  under  the  Stato  Constitution,  adopted  Decem- 
"  ber,  1T76.  John  Ashe  was  a  General  in  the  Continental 
"  Army — Briar  Creek — ancestor  of  a  large  and  distinguish- 
"  ed  family.  Thomas  Burke,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a 
"  man  of  letters;  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  takeu  pris- 
"  oner  by  Fanning  and  carriod  to  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
"  lina.  Griffith  Rutherford,  General  in  the  Continental 
'•  Army— Counties  iu  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  named 
"  after  him.  Cornelius  Harnett  (M  O.C.)  was  first  and  fore- 
-"  most  in  the  cause  of  independence.  The  last  named, 
"  Robert  Howe,  was  a  General  in  the  Continental  Army. 
"  and  distinguished."  North  Carolina  must  have  selected 
her  educated  men  for  Representatives,  for  tht  sixty-seven, 
signatures  to  this  paper,  although  varving  greatly,  are 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  fine  ones  :  and  generally  exhib- 
iting a  skillful  and  practiced  writer. 


1. —  William.  Hooper, 

j     Born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  seventeenth  of  June, 
)  1742,  graduated  at  Harvard,  in  1760,  and  read  law  with 
James~Otis.    Seven  years  later,  he  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
I  and  soon  stood  at  the  head  of  her  bar.     In  1773,  he  was 
!  elected  to  the  Provincial  Assembly ;  and,  in  1775,  was  sent 
I  as  the  proto-carpet-baggerto  the  Continental  Congress,  in 
which  he  also  served  in  the  Sessions  of  1775-6,  and  signed 
the  Declaration.    During  the  War,  he  was  very  obnoxious 
to  the  British,  who  sought  to  annoy  his  family  and  destroy 
his  property.    After  the  Revolution  he  continued  in  prac- 
tice.   In  1 786,  he  served  as  a  Judge  of  the  Court  established 
to  adjudicate  between  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and 
died  in  October,  1790,  aged  forty-eight  years. 

Sampson  Hall  July  17  1781 
Dear  Governour 

I  came  here  the  day  after  I  lei't  you  and  found' 
the  house  crouded  with  refugees  &  prisoners 
whom  major  Craig  in  pursuance  of  the  Cartel  had 
suffered  to  leave  Wilmington,  Amongst  the  rest 
were  Mr  Thomas  Maclaine  brother  to  our  friend 
&  Mr  John  Huske  who  will  hand  you  this,  the 
only  two  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Wilmington 
who  have  refused  to  sign  a  petition  to  be  admit- 
ted to  a  dependance  upon  Great  Britain.  This 
petition  was  set  on  foot  soon  after  the  British 
landed  in  Wilmington  and  all  the  powers  of  per- 
suasion, insult  and  menace  exercised  to  induce 
these  two  gentlemen  to  a  compliance.  But  their 
virtue  was  superiour  to  all,  and  they  have  the  con- 
scions  satisfaction  of  retaining  their  freedom  & 
inclepericlan.ee.    These  are  characters  that  deserve 
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;thc  notice  of  their  country  &  such,  my  dear  Sir, 
as  you  will  honor  with  your  approbation  as  a 
"man  <fc  as  a  Governour. 

Mr  Huske  who  is  the  bearer  of  this  is  the  young 
gentleman  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  as  very  well 
qualilied  to  till  the  department  of  a  Secretary. 
What  I  apprehended  would  happen  has  taken 
place,  he  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  his  prop- 
erty in  Wilmington  &  all  his  expectations  from 
trade  ;  &  is  now  turned  out  an  exile  to  begin  the 
world  again.  I  have  known  this  gentleman  with 
-the  most  unreserved  intimacy,  for  several  years,  he 
ma  I  >een  in  my  house  a  great  part  of  the  time  &  I 
pledge  myself  to  your  Excellency  that  ho  is  a 
•Gentleman  of  the  most  refined  honor  &  unspotted 
integrity.  You  will  find  that  he  has  a  good  capac- 
ity &  that  he  has  improved  it  by  the  study  of  men 
and  books  &  in  proportion  to  his  years  has  made 
great  proficiency.  Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  I  think 
im  tlie  most  promising  3'outh  in  the  Country,  & 
'.-as  such  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your 
patronage  and  friendship.  His  having  been  in 
Europe.  &  the  West  Indies  has  given  him  a  liber- 
•  al  mode  of  thinking  correspondent  to  your  now 
&  which  I  know  you  highly  approve.  He  sol 
licits  some  genteel  employment  that  may  support 
him  &  keep-  his  mind  employed.  Should  the 
Council  appoint  a  Secretary  in  the  room  of  Glas- 
gern  a  Secretary  to  the  Council  or  a  private  Sec- 
retary or  unite  both  these  officers  I  know  no  one 
who  would  discharge  the  trust  with  more  reputa- 
tion— I  must  add  as  qualifications  that  will  be 
very  useful  that  he  writes  a  fine  hand  knows  ac- 
counts &  leads  French.  In  a  word  I)r  Governour, 
he  is  my  friend  &  I  have  the  vanity  that  even  on 
this  score  he  will  claim  a  merit  with  you.  A 
Doctor  lngraham  is  here  from  Cross  Creek  who 
informs  us  that  a  Militia  Capt  just  from  Geor- 
gia A  a  Colonel  Murphy  fromthe  Southward  of 
this  State  bring  accounts  that  Marion  has 
wrote  that  the  Reinforcement  arrived  at  Ch'stown 
is  very  inconsiderable  not  more  than  300,  that  the 
Beet  was  chiefly  loaded  with  families  intending 
m  settle  in  South  Carolina  with  their  furniture  & 
Implements  of  husbandry — merchants  goods  &c. 
The  Militia.  Cap1  affirms  that  both  Savannah  & 
00  are  evacuated.  Mr.  Iluske  will  give  you  the 
most  perfect  intelligence  of  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs in  this  quarter,  &  will  hand  you  a  few  news- 
papers containing  very  little  information  but 
which  shew  the  iliiberality  of  a  Garrison  press  & 
the  disingenuous  artifices  of  the  British  to  give 
popularity  to  their  measures  &  draw  contempt 
upon  ours. 

1  have  sent  my  son  who  is  amongst  the  refugees 
to  Mr.  Hogg's  he  will  be  much  honored  if  you 
will  condesend  to  notice  him. 

Armstrong  left  this  yesterday  on  his  way 
to  Wilmington  with  a  flag.     I  set  off  for  New- 


born tomorrow  when  I  hear  that  Colonel  Clark 
has  arrived  ;  there  Armstrong  is  to  meet  mr:  with 
the  result  of  his  Mission.  I  will  esteem  it  *  par- 
ticular favor  if  you  will  now  &  then  devote  a 
leisure  moment  to  give  me  a  line.  With  the 
most  sincere  wishes  that  the  success  of  your  ad- 
ministration may  be  oqual  to  your  virtues  it  abil- 
ities 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 
Dear  Sir 
Your  Excellency's  sincere  friend 
&  Obetlt  Humb1  Svt 

Wnji  Hooper 
Pardon  the  blots  tiiis  scrawl 
carries  with  it,  the  Ink  has 
been  blown  upon  it,  6c  I  have 
not  paper  to  copy  this  or  write 
another  upon 
[Endorsed] 
Pri  vate 
Mr.  Hooper 
July  17*  1781 
recr  Aug*' 


Born  In  Kingston,  New  Jersey,  in  1TS0,  of  a  Quaker  fami- 
ly. After  studying  at  Princeton,  and  pursuing  commercial 
business  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  he  Bottled  at 
Edenton,  North  Carolina,  and  was  very  successful  In  busi- 
ness. In  1763,  he  served  in  the  Legislature,  and  continual 
a  member  for  several  years.  He  took  au  actire  part  u> 
calling  a  Convention  of  the  Colony  to  send  rcpresentatlw* 
to  the  Congress  ;  and,  although  like  Hooper,  a  carpet-bag- 
ger, served  as  a  delegate  in  those  of  1774-5-6;  and  again,  In 
that  of  1779,  surviving  the  last  election  bet  a  few  month*, 
and  dying  on  the  tenth  of  November,  in  that  year,  and  in  • 
the  fiftieth  of  his  age,  and  war)  buried  in  Christ  <:ti  aicti 
Philadelphia 

Puir.xm.i.viirv  10'-'  July  1777 
Dkak  Natt 

I  came  here  this  day  week  tin-  Jour- 
ney hitherto  has  not  been  of  any  service  to  me  my 
Rheumetism  hangs  upon  me  &  for  36  Hours  past  I 
have  been  persecuted  with  a  constant  lax  which 
weakened  me  greatly.  I  have  sold  one  half  of 
the  Patty  as  also  the  whole  of  the  Fanny  as  you 
will  see  by  an  additional  ace",  with  Mr  Morris 
enclosed  to  Mr  Smith,  that  acc°.  must  be  entered 
on  our  hooks  &  the  Bala,  struck  &  carried  to  .1 
new  account  before  any  other  entries  are  mado 
against  Mr.  Morris,  you  must  endeavor  to  sell  the 
Lottery  Tickets  if  possible  and  be  carefull  that 
no  mistake  is  made  in  the  money.  I  purpose 
leaving  this  City  to  morrow  if  I  am  • 
to  ride  &  proceed  on  slowly  towards  Boston, 
if  I  do  not  mend  on  this  Journey  I  shall  have  n 
very  disagreeable  time  of  it  and  perhaps  with 
myself  out  of  this  world.  Your  Father  Mother 
and  Sisters  are  all  well.  General  Howe  and  hi* 
whole  army  left  new  Jersey  they  are  now  embark- 
ing on  board  Transports  but  where  bound isa 
matter  of   conjecture   some  think  they    Ht    c 
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ming  up  the  Delaware,  others  that  they  are  go- 
ing up  North  River  in  order  to  meet  Burgoyne  at 
albany,  others  think  they  will  go  up  the  East  Kiver 
and  make  a  descent  on  some  part  of  Connecticut 
or  Rhode  Islaud  State  on  the  main,  a  few  daya 
will  unriddle  this  great  mistery.  they  left  Somer- 
set Court.  House  (where  they  had  marched  from 
Brunswick)  with  great  precipitation  so  much  so 
that  they  left  behind  them  many  of  their  Potts 
l.oi ling,  and  some  officers  left  their  swords 
watches  »fcc,  every  thing  is  most  extravagantly 
dear  at  this  place  you  have  the  prices  of  some 
things  below  by  which  Judge  of  all  others,  my 
Compliments  to  the  Ladies 

I  am  Dear  Natt 

j'ours  sincerely 
Joseph  Hewks 
Loaf  Sugar  10  s  plk 
brown  do  £  25— P  C 
Bum  45  a  pGall  to  60. • 
molasses  20  s 
Coffee  8  k 

Nankeens  such  a*  we  sold  for  50  s.  90  h 
Hyson  Tea  120  s 
Shoes  30  s  to  35  a 

German  town  col'd  hose  formelv  8  to  9  s  now  iiO  to 
40  a 


S. — John  1'eutt, 

Born  in  Caroline-county,  Virginia,  the  seventeenth  of 
May,  1741.  Although  his  opportunities  for  education  were 
»niall  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  Edward 
Pendleton  aided  him,, and  gave  him  the  use  of  his  library, 
h-e  made'such  good  use  of  his  time,  as  to  be  admitted  to  the 
bar  when  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and  with  the  talent  and 
eloquence  which  accompanied  his  facility  in  study,  he  aeon 
took  a  distinguished  position.  He  moved  to  North  Caroli- 
na in  1774,  aiid  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1IT5,  and  served 
for  three  years  as  an  influential  member.  In  1780,  he  was 
entrusted  with  the  control  of  the  Militia  in  defending  hia 
State  from  British  invasion,  and  acquitted  himself  with 
credit.  He  was  out  of  public  life  in  17S7,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  sneceedidg  year.  It.  is  a  singular  fact  that 
neither  of  the  Signers  from  North  Carolina  were  natives 
of  the  State,  although  she  gave  to  the  nation  such  able 
representatives  ss  Caswell,  Harnett,  Nash,  Kutherford, 
.Jones  etc.,  in  more  than  ordinary  prolusion. 


of  War  money,  it  is  difficult  indeed  to  mov<r 
without  oyling  the  wheels,  a  thousand  little 
things  turn  up,  trifles  in  themselves,  yetnecessaryt 
which  require  money.  My  comyliments  to  Mr* 
Nash 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Yonr  ob*  Serv1 

J.  Pehn 
His  Excels 

Govs  Nash 
[Addressed] 
His  Excellency 
Abnek  Nash  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of 
J.  Penn  North  Carolnia 


Hrr.r.sR.«H  Sept:  I4'"1S07 


■XII. — South  Cakolisa. 

i. — Edward  Rutledge, 

Bora  in  Charleiton,  South  Carolina,  in  November  t  ;i» 
After  receiving  a  good  home  education  he  went   abroad, 
and  became  a  student  at  the  Inner  Temple.    He  returned 
to  home,  in  1773  and  in  177S,  commenced  the  practice  of  thai 
law.    At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  wu  elected  to  the  Gon^ 
gres»of  1774,  and  served  also  in  those  1776-6.    He  serrei 
with  John  Adams,  and  K.  H.  Lee,  in  a  committee  whjc! 
prefered  a  prefatory  recomendation  of  Congress,  to  f@u!! 
Colonies  to  form  pennant  governments,  and  was  in  1776  m 
sociated  with  Franklin,  and  Adams  as  a  commissioner- 1  : 
meet  Lord  Howe,  at  Staten  Island.    Mr.  Rntledge  aim 
served  in  the  army  in  1779  and  17S0,  commanding  a  corp 
of  artillery.    He  was  a  Senator  in  Congress ;  and  in  17* 
Governor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  dying  on  the  twenty-third  < 
January,  1800. 

SlK 

You  will  be  pleased  to  till  op  a  Couunis 
sion  for  John  White  Esquire  as  Second  Lieu 
tenant  in  the  Charleston  Battalion  of  Artillery 
to  bear  date  the  4th  December  1796—  Provider' 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  shall  have  loft  any 
blank  Commissions  for  that  purposo 

T  am  respectfully  your 

most  obed5  serv' 

Er>.  Rctledob 

Major  Com 

C.  T.  B.  A. 

Jany  8ta  1797 


Sir 

Inclosed  ar<:  two  letters  one  I  opened  not 
knowing  what  might  be  contained  in  it.  The 
other  I  was  informed  contained  :i  Complaint 
against  an  officer  near  Cross  creek.  I  am  in  a 
May  to  get  the  Regular  Troops  shod  tho1  not  as 
expeditiously  as  I  could  wish. 

General  Butler  has  marched  with  his  Brigade 
from  this  place.  From  the  last  accounts  we  reed 
the  enemy  have  only  400  men  or  thereabouts  at 
the  Waxaws  collecting  of  wheat,  General  Gates 
is  of  the  opinion  that  Lord  Cornwallis  intends  to 
return  to  Charles  Town,  tho'  I  suspect  that  move- 
ment will  depend  on  our  exertions. 

Do  Sir  contrive  some  way  to  procure  the  Board 


!  \  Addressed 


J.  R.WENELL  ESQKK 

Secretary  of  the  State  pf 
S°  Carolina 


■S. — Thmm*  Heyteard,  Junior, 

Born  at  St.  Luke's  Parish,  South  Carolina,  in  1746.  H  j 
was  liberally  educated,  and,  like  John  Laurens,  Thorn* 
Lynch,  Junior,  and  others  of  the  sons  of  wealthy  planter 
completed  his  studies  in  England,  which  he  visited  in  IT& 
In  1775,  he  was  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  lei 
it  in  1778,  to  assume  the  position  of  Judge  of  the  Crimini 
and  Civil  Courts,  but  spared  time  from  his  duties  on  tb 
bench  to  perform  those  of  a  soldier ;  and  in  a  skirmif 
at  Beaufort,  in  1780,  received  a  wound,  the  marks  of  whic 
he  carried  to  his  grave.  After  the  capture  of  Charleston 
h«  wm  taken  prisoner  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  exiled  fi. 
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\&  year  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida.  He  died  in  March,  1809, 
(at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  His  signature  is  found  on  the 
iBills  of  South  Carolina,  and  occasionally  on  legal  docu- 
ments ;  but  letters  are  excessively  rare. 


[South  Carolina. 


Thob   H  ey  wa  k  d  J  u  n 


The  State  of  South  Car- 
olina. To  all  and  singu- 
lar the  Sheriffs  of  tlie  said 
State,  Greeting  :  You, 
and  each  of  you,  are  here- 
by commanded,  without 
Delay,  to  attach  the  Body 
of  Joseph  Johnston  where- 
soever he  may  be  found, 
within  your  and  each  of 
your  respective  Districts,  so 
that  you  compel  him  to  be 
and  appear  before  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  said  State,  at 
theCourt  of  Common  Pleas, 
to  be  holden  at  Charleston, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
December  next,  to  answer 
to  William  Layton  of  a 
Plea  wherefore  with  force 
and  arms  and  so  forth  at 
the  City  of  Charleston  in 
Charlestown  district  the 
said  Joseph  on  him  the 
.said  William  did  make  an 
assault  and  him  the  said 
William  did  there  beat 
wound  imprison  and  111 
treat  and  him  then  in  pris- 
on without  any  reasonable 
Cause  and  against  the  Laws 
and  Customs  of  the  State 
"f  South  Carolina  for  a 
long  time  detained  where- 
by the  said  William  ex- 
pended and  laid  out  and 
was  obliged  and  compelled 
to  expend  and  lay  out  sev- 
eral large  sums  of  money 
for  his  deliverance  from 
the  imprisonment  aforesaid 
and  other  outrages  commit- 
ed  on  him  to  the  damage 
of  the  said  William  Five 
hundred  pounds  lawful 
sterling  money  of  the  State 
•if  South  Carolina  and 
against  the  peace  of  the 
said  State.  And  have  you 
then  and  there  this  Writ. 

Witness  the  Honorable 
Thomas  Heyward  Jun 
Esqr  one  of  the  Associate 
Justices  of  the  said  State  at 
Charleston,  the  twenty  sev- 
enth Day  of  October  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  One 


Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Eighty-six  and  in  the 
Eleventh  Year  of  the  Sov- 
ereignty and  Independence 
of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

*  Jacojj  BEAU 
Attorney  for  the  Plaintiff 

Also  a  Colonial  note  for  one  hundred  pounds 
Currency,  dated  101  April  1774,  signed. 


".  —  'Thomas  J.ynch,  Jtunur, 

Born  in  South  Carolina,  the  fifth  of  August,  1749.  At 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  to  England,  where  at 
the  celebrated  Eton  school,  and  at  Cambridge,  he  was  edu- 
cated. On  leaving  college,  he  read  law,  in  the  Inns  of  the 
Temple,  London.  In  1772,  he  returned  to  South  Carolina, 
to  practice  law,  being  described  by  his  ^rand-nephew. 
General  Hamilton,  as"*' a  finished  gentleman,  a  tiling  very 
rare  in  this  country  at  that  period  and  since." t  In  1773,  he 
addressed  the  people  of  Charleston  on  their  grievances, 
and_ raised  a  Company  in  Colonel  Christopher  Gadden'." 
Regiment,  refusing  a  higher  commission,  on  the  plea  of  un- 
fitness, Charles  Coatsworth  Pinckney  being  his  captaiD, 
and  so  won  the  popular  esteem  as  to  be  sent  to  Congress  to 
succeed  his  father,  whose  health  had  failed,  and  who  died 
in  his  arms  at  Annapolis.  Leaving  Congress  to  serve  in  the 
Army,  his  health  failing  he  returned  to  Charleston ;  and 
with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Shubrick,  sailed  for  France  by  way 
of  the  West  Indies  in  1779,  soon  after  the  date  of  the  ac- 
companying relic,  but  the  vessel  was  lost  at  sea.  His  pa- 
pers were  burned  in  the  destruction  of  General  Hamilton's 
house,  many  years  ago;  and  his  writings  are  excessively 
rare,  being,  with  the  exception  of  Reverend  Doctor  Sprague's 
letter,  signatures  cut  from  books  in  the  hands  of  his  fam- 
ily, and  a  few  others  in  the  Apprentices'  Library  (since 
burned);  and  even  these  have  been  largely  counterfeited. 
It  would  be  desirable  for  collectors  of  the  signers  to  first 
secure  their  Lynch  and  Gwinnett. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  thirtieth  of  day 
March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  Nine  Between, 
Thomas  Lynch  of  Charlestown  in  the  Stale  of 
South  Carolina,  Esquire  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 
of  the  One  Part,  and  Martha  Savage  of  thesaid 
Town  and  State  Widow  of  the  Other  Part,  Wit- 
nesseth  that  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  Sum 
of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  Lawful  Current Mbney 
of  the  State  aforesaid  to  the  said  Thomas  Lynch 
by  the  said  Martha  Savage  in  hand  well  and  truly 
Paid  at  and  before  the  Sealing  and  Delivery  of 
these  Presents  the  receipt,  whereof  the  said 
Thomas  Lynch  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and 
thereof  and  of  and  from  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof  Acquits  Exonerate  and  Discharge  the 
said  Martha  Savage  Her  Heirs  and  Assigns,  they 
the  said  Thomas  Lynch  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 
Have  Granted  &c  Ac  Ac 


Thomas  ;  Seal :    Lyncn 


Elizabeth  :  Seal:  Lynch 


»  Congress,  176S-85. 

t  Letter  in  collection  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Dreer. 
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I  November 


Thomas  Lynch  1  Release  of  an  Undi- 
to  >  vided  third  part   of 

Martha  Savage  )  the  Sugar  House  Lot 


4. — Arthur  Middleton, 

Born  nt  Middleton  Place,  South  Carolina,  in  1743 ;  edu- 
cated In  England,  at  Hackney  and  Westminster  .Schools, 
and  graduated  at  Cambridge,  1766.  Afterward?  he  made 
two  enccessive  tours  in  Europe,  and  occupied  himself  in 
tne  pleasure  of  travel,  until  recalled  to  duty  at  home.  His 
earliest  appearance  in  public  was  as  a  signer  of  the  Colonial 
jj&pcr-money.  In  1775,  ho  was  appointed  to  the  Committee 
«>£  Safety  in  his  State ;  in  1776,  on  a  committee  to  propose 
*  Government  for  the  State ;  and  the  same  year  a  delegate 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  in  which  he  continued  until 
1777.  He  w.18  elected  Governor  in  1778,  but  declined  the 
position,  preferring  the  humbler  one  of  member  of  the 
State  Legislature.  His  picturesque  portrait,  with  the  fall- 
ing linen  collar,  after  the  school  of  Van  Dyke,  is  better  cal- 
culated to  represent  the  youthful  tourist  than  the  more 
mature  statesman.  His  writings  are  very  scarce.  Ho  died 
on  the  first  of  January,  1787,  aged  forty-five  years.  It  is  a 
>Ingular  faet,  perhaps  influenced  by  the  effects  of  the  cli- 
mate, that  the  writings  of  all  the  Signers  of  the  extreme 
Southern  States,  are  among  the  most  rare. 

.Inly  25tu  1782 

At  Sight  pay  to  Mr  Josiah  Smith  on  acco1 
:  State  of  S°  Carolina  Five  Hundred  Dollars 
Yrs  <kc 

*  J  RUTLEDGE 

f  David  Ramslat 

A   MnDDI.ETON 


Esquire,  of  the  other  part.  Witness! 
eth  &c  &c  &c  &c 

In  witness  "Whereof  the  said  parties  to 
there  Presents  have  interchangeably, 
set  their  bonds  and  seals  on  the  day 
and  year  forth  above  written 


Lyman  ;  seal  :   Hall 


Sm 


wf  tl 


To 


John  Ross  Esqb 
Philad8 


~. — Button  Gwmnett, 
Born  in  England,  in  1732.  He  emigrated  from  Bristol,  in 
li70,  to  South  Carolina,  and  two  years  after  settled  in  Geor- 
gia. Through  the  influence  of  Doctor  Hall,  it  is  said,  he 
became  an  advocate  of  the  Colonies.  He  served  in  the 
Colonial  Congresses  of  1775  and  1776.  In  1777,  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Convention  to  form  a  State  Consti- 
tution, largely  suggested  its  provisions  and  succeeded  Mr. 
Bullock  as  its  President.  Not  satisfied  with  these  rapidly 
successive  honors,  he  aspired  to  be  a  Continental  Brigadier 
and  being  defeated  by  General  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  he  chal- 
lenged his  oompetitor  ;  a  duel  ensued,  in  which  both  were 
wounded,  Gwinnett  mortally,  dying  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
Any  writing  of  his  is  excessively  rare :  and  with  that  of 
Lynch,  is  the  wanting  link  of  many  collections.  The  ac- 
companying specimen  was  sent  to  a  collector  by  Mr.  J.  K 
Tefft  over  thirty  years  ago.  with  the  assurance  that  it 
onght  to  secure  for  him  all  the  (manv)  specimens  he  then 
lacked.  Gwinnett  resided  on  an  estate,  called  the  Barony, 
on  St.  Catherine's  Island,  where,  in  an  old  trunk  in  the  gar- 
ret, a  cancelled  mortgage  was  recently  found,  by  a  gentle- 
man, for  many  years  the  owner  of  the  estate,  which  he 
reluctantly  presented  to  Doctor  Emmett.  and  which  is 
the  only  specimen  that  has  been  discovered,  af(cr  years  of 
diligent  search. 

Button  Gwinnett    Princ1  of  Board     500 

v  Int*  from  15th  May 

Stephen  Drayton   1772  to  1st  March 

1774  71.13.4: 


XIII. — Georgia. 

1. — Lyman  Hall, 

Boni  in  C  onneeticut,  in  1731,  entered  Yale  College  at 
eighteen,  and  after  taking  his  degree,  studied  medicine. 
On  their  completion,  in  1752,  he  removed  to  South  Carolina, 
hut  the  same  year  located  in  Georgia,  and  entered  upon  a 
Miccessful  practice.  He  for  some  time  stood  almost  alone 
in  his  advocacy  of  resistance,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the 
nteans  of  bringing  over  Button  Gwinnett,  his  future  col- 
.cague,  to  the  popular  cause.  He  was  finally  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  from  his  own  parish 
of  St.  John,  the  great  body  of  the  people  refusing  to  elect 
delegates,  and  although  thus  informally  elected,  was 
received  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  became  a  prominent 
member.  He  continued  in  Congress  with  small  interrup- 
tion until  ns3,  when  he  was  elected  Governor.  He  died 
in  1791.  His  letters  arc  rarely  met  with,  although  some 
fine  specimens  exist,  such  as  those  in  the  collections  of 
Reverend  Doctor  Sprsgue  and  Doctor  Emmet. 

Georg  1  a.  Till*  INDENTURE  made  the  Elev- 
enth Day  of  May  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety  Between  Lyman  Hall  of  the 
County  of  Chatham  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  Esquire  of  the  one  part  aud 
Raymond  Demere  \  of  the  same  place 


£571.13.1 
Exch  ''  8  pr  Ct  45.15 


4J  617.8.4 
Reed  the  above  sum  in  full 

16lh  March  1774 

Button  G winnett 
Cash,     -2(35.1.0 
jpdDelegal    309.6.8 
I  My  acct  ag'- 
I    B  Gwinnett    4;;.  0.11 


617.8.4 


*  Congress  1775-77;  and  Justice  TJ.  S. 
t  Congress  1782-84 ;  and  Historian. 
,'  Aid  to  Lord  Stirling. 


8. —  George  Walton, 

Horn  in  Frederick-county.  Virginia,  in  1740.  From  a 
carpenters  apprentice,  seeking  knowledge  in  hours  stolen 
irom  sleep,  by  the  light  of  a  piho  knot,  he  acquired  an  emi- 
nent position  in  the  Georgia  bar  and  on  the  bench.  Iu 
1775,  he  was  a  signer  of  paper-money,  issued  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  payable  "  three  years  after  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,"  and  probably  ex- 
pected with  others  their  redemption  at  maturity.  An  active 
member  of  the  Congress  of  1776,  alter  serving  on  impor- 
tant Committees,  he  returned  to  Georgia,  to  take  command 
of  his  regiment  of  State  Troops,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  defeat  of  General  Robert  Howe  and  capture  of  Savan- 
nah by  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  supported  by  the 

*  To  be  improved. 
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•squadron  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  in  December,  17T8,  after 
toeing  wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  was  confined  at  Banbury, 
aneigboring  fortification,  also  captured,  at  the  time  of  the 
writing  of  one  of  these  letters.  In  17T9,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Georgia,  again,  to  Congress,  in  1780;  again 
Governor;  and,  in  1795,  Senator  in  Congress.  He  died 
Chief  Justice  of  Georgia,  on  the  second  of  February,  1804. 
His  son  was  Lieutenant-governor  of  Florida,  and  with  his 
daughter.  Madame  Lc  Vert,  resided  often  in  this  city. 

Mrs  Gibbons'  5^h  Aug5  1773 

An  indisposition  will  prevent  my  riding  to 
Town  till  Evening,  therefore  cannot  attend  the 
adjournment  of  to  day.  I  must  beg  the  favour 
of  your  making  an  excuse  to  the  Court  forme 
and  that  you  will  let  the  arguing  the  matter  be- 
tween Mangani,  &  Warren  respecting  the  costs 
remain  over  until  the  next  adjournment.  The 
Dcmurrur  in  the  cause  of  Bugg  &  Bugg  I  sup- 
pose canuot  be  argued  to  dajr  as  the  same  does 
not  appear  to  be  set  down  for  it ;  without  this  I 
could  wish  it  was  postponed. 
I  am  Dr  Sir 

Your  very  hble  Sen 

Geo  Walton 
[Add  i  cssi  d  j 
To 

Jons  HousTQUsr,*  Esqr. 
Savannah. 

ScNnrr.Y  2  June  1779 
Dear  Sin 

Having  been  Sometime  in  Confinement  and  be- 
ginning to  feel  its  consequences  in  the  narrowness  j 
of    my  circumstances  I  am   constrained  to  make 
application    which,    in  any   other  predicament  ! 
would  have  been  deferred.     Being  used  to  live  \ 
in  character  and  the  dear  girl  with  me,  the  pros- 
pects of    suffering  a    shade  upon   my   happi-  ; 
ncss  (impels  me). 

The  fee  which  Mr.  Hawley  and  myself   were  i 
wont  to   receive,  at  the  time  I  was   engaged  by  ' 
Mrs.  Young,  was  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  • 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  business,  and  the  [ 
like  Sum  at  its  fortunate  Conclusion.     I  received  j 
of  Mrs.  Young  in  earnest  forty  Dollars,  with  her 
repeated   declaration  of  being  without  money  to  ! 
advance  in  the  stile  we  were  accustomed  to  de-  j 
maud  ;  and  being  engaged  for  her  as  much  from 
I  principle  of  friendship  as  from  a  motive  of 
pity,  I  as  often  requested  her  not  to  give  herself  \ 
any  unnecessary  trouble  in  procuring  the  fee  for  ; 
me,  but  advised  that  it  might  be  paid  to  Mr.  Haw-  i 
ley.    Weather  it  was  done  or  not  you  have  it  very  i 
much  in  j'our  power  to  know.     It  may  possibly  j 
appear  to  you  unjust  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  ; 
wages  for  a  service  yet  unaccomplished,  and  | 
you  know  the  change  in  Government  puts  it  with- 
out my  power  but  I  do  not  think  probable  that 
with  you  it  can  wear  such  an  appearance,  if  you 

*  Congress  of  1775-77. 


will  consider  That  fees  given  for  similar  purposes 
were  not  only  actually  advanced  but  increased 
in  the  progress  of  the  business.  That  I  did 
everything  in  my  power  to  render  effectual  and 
essential  Service.  That  the  cause  of  my  present 
incapacity  arises  not  from  myself,  and  that  that 
incapacity  may  soon  be  done  away  in  the  course 
of  very  ordinary  events  At  any  rate  I  am  justly 
entitled  to  a  resonable  Compensation,  and  an 
equivalent  to  the  then  usual  retainer.  I  think  in 
truth  just.  I  have  been  informed,  that  since  the 
re  establishment  of  the  King  of  Great  Britians 
Authority  in  Georgia  seventy  live  pounds  in  specie 
have  been  paid  in  satisfaction  of  a  note'  of  Five 
Hundred  pounds  in  the  Georgia  paper  currency, 
however  let  this  rest  with  yourself  and  I  must 
confess  that  situated  as  I  am  a  less  sum  than  the 
equivalent  I  have  mentioned  would  be  more  ser- 
viceable to  me  than  the  currency,  tho  I  do  not 
consider  myself  to  have  any  right  to  refuse 
what  is  offered  to  me 

I  would  have  you  consider  that  at  the  same 
time  I  make  the  application  in  the  nature  of  a 
demand  I  do  not  mean  to  keep  its  payment  <  i- 
trary  to  your  judgement  or  inclination 

Dear  Sir  I  am  with  yreat  regard  your 
'.Most  Obdt  Serr 

Geo  Walton 
Thomas  Young  Esquire 

Bfx auk  Island 
fav'd  by 

Mr  Howell 

Also  a  Provincial  note  for  £  5  signed  in  1775, 
&  a  small  document,  signed  as  Chief-Justice. 

V*.— ADDENDA. 

I. — New  Hampshire. 


S.—Mattlieio  Thornton. 
State  or  New  Hampshire  Septem'  20' 


1776. 


To  Nicholas  Gilman  Esqr  R.  G.  pursuant  to  a 
vote  of  Council  «fc  Assembly  pay  Nath1  Balch, 
Simeon  Dearborn  &  David  Copp  Two  pounds 
four  shillings 

M  Thornton. 
Ties.  P.  T. 
for  going  to  Middleton  by  order  of  Court. 


II. — Massachusetts. 

l.—Jo7in  Hancock. 

Gentlemen  ok  the  Senate  &  Gentlemen  of 

THE  HoiTSE  OK   ItErUESENTATIVES 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  Secretary  laid  before 
me  a  Bill  which  had  passd  the  Two  Branches  of 
the  General  Court  appointing  a  time  &  place  for 
holding  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the 
Countv  of  Suffolk.     The  Bill    Determines  that 
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the  said  Court  shall  be  held  at  Eotson  on   the  I 
third  Tuesday  of  Febr^  instead  being  this  Day,  | 
and  Confines"  the  said  Court  to  one  Session  only 
in  the  year,  at  least  no  father  provision  is  made 
by  the  Bill — I  confess  myself  at  a  Loss  for  the  j 
Reasons  that  operated  to  induce  the  passing  the 
Bill-  &  wish  to  be  ascertain'd  of  the  necessity  of 
the  Bill,  which  I  flatter  myself  the  General  Court 
will  indulge  me  with    when  I  will  immediately  ! 
Sign  the  Bill. 

J.     H.      j 
Council  Chanibr 

Boston  18  Feb'y  IT 83. 

V— FINIS. 

By  His  Excellenc-y 

George  Washington,  Esq ; 

General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fore-  ■ 

es  of  the  United-  States  of  America. 

These  are  to  Certify  that  the  Bearer  hereof       I 
Puir.ip  Labway,  Soldier 
in  the  Seventh  Mass'tts  Regiment,  having  faith 
fully  served  the  United  States  Four  Years  and 

Months  and  being  inlisted  for  the  War 

only,  is  hereby  Discharged  from  the  American 

Army 

Given  at  Head  Quarters  the  9th  of  June  1783 

(signed)  Co  Washington 

By  His  Excellency's 
command 

(signed;     J  Tktjmbcij,  Jtj*  Sy 
Registered  in  the  Books 

of  the  Regiment 

(signed)  Jon  a  Hascall  Adjutant 

Head  Quarters  June  the  9lh  1783 
The  within  Certificate  shall  not  avail  the  Bearer 
as  a  Discharge,  until  the  Ratification  of  the  de-  \ 
finitive  Treaty  of  Peace;  previous  to  which 
time,  and  until  Proclamation  thereof  shall  be 
made,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  being  on  Fur- 
lough 

George  Washington 
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TO  THE  READER. 

The  iirticles  in  this  number  have  all  been  fur- 
nished by  contributors  to  the  first  fourteen  num- 
bers ol  the  Magazine,  from  January,  1857,  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1858,  inclusive,  comprising  the  first  volume 
and  two  numbsrs  of  the  second,  which  portion  of 
the  work  was  edited  by  me.  Had  all  the  corres- 
pondents to  the  work  while  it  was  under  my  edi- 
torial charge,  now  living,  more  than  one  hundred  in 
number,  responded  to  my  call  for  contributions 
from  them,  with  the  6ame  liberality  that  these 
have  done,  a  volume  would  have  been  needed  to 
print  their  favors. 

My  list  of  contributors  to  the  work  while  edited 
by  me.  numbers  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  be- 
sides whom  there  were  five  or  six  whose  names  I 
never  knew.  Of  the  known  contributors,  I  have 
heard  of  the  death  of  the  following  twenty-three 
who  died  previous  to  December,  1868,  the  date 
which  this  number  bears,  namely  : 

Rev.  William  Allen,  D.  D.,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 

Sylvester  Bliss,  Esq  ,  of  Roxbury.  Massachusetts. 

Henry  Bond,  M.  D..  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Joshua  Coffin,  Esq  ,  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts. 

Neville  B.  Craig,  Esq  ,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  William  Darlington,  M.  D.  LL.  D.   of  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett,  LL.  D.,  of  Boston.  Massachusetts. 

Rev  Henry  Jackson.  D.  D  ,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  John  M.  Peck,  D.  D..  of  Rock  Spring,  Illinois. 

Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Col.  Chandler  E   Potter,  of  Hillsborough,  New  Hampshire. 

Hon.  John  Reynolds,  of  Belleville,  Illinois. 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  LL.  D.,  of  Washington,  D.  (!. 

Jared  Sparks,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

S.  F.  Streeter,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Gen.  William  H.  Sumner,  of  Jamaica  Plain.  Massachusetts. 

Col.  Samuel  Swett  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Israel  K.  Tefift,  Esq.,  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Capt.  Robert  Townsend,  of  Albany,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  W.  Turner,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Plowden  C.  J.  Weston,  Esq.,  of  Hagley,  South  Carolina. 

Among  them  are  some  of  tho  most  constant 
and  valued  correspondents  to  the  Magazine  and 
some  of  its  most  active  friends. 

To  the  contributors  to  this  number  my  heartfelt 
thanks  are  tendered  for  their  prompt  response  to 
my  call  for  literary  aid.  I  would  also  present  my 
Hist.  Mao.     Vol.  IV.  17. 


thanks  to  other  old  contributors  who  have  -written 
to  me  cordial  and  commendatory  letter!*,  though 
unable  to  furnish  articles  for  the  Magazine.  The 
letters  which  I  have  received,  both  from  those  who 
have  contributed  on  this  occasion  and  those  who 
have  not,  have  revived  old  associations  and  awak- 
ened memories,  which,  though  some  are  tinged 
with  sadness,  are  yet  on  the  whole  pleasant  and 
cheering. 

John*  "Ward  Dean. 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 


A  MEMOIR  OF   HENRY   B.    DAWSON,   ES- 
QUIRE. 
By  Jonx  Ward   Dean. 

The  readers  of  the  Historical  Magazine,  who 
have  partaken  of  the  intellectual  banquet  widen 
Mr.  Dawson  for  many  years  has  spread  for  them, 
have  felt,  no  doubt,  a  curiosity  to  know  6omethino- 
further  concerning  his  personal  and  literary  his- 
tory, and  a  desire  to  trace  the  steps  by  which  he 
has  attained  his  present  rank  as  an  historical  writer. 
A  memoir  of  one  who  has  done  so  much  to  give 
character  to  the  Magazine,  should  have  a  place  in 
its  pages.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  Mr. 
Dawson,  himself,  would  admit  a  sketch  of  his  life 
into  a  number  over  which  he  has  the  editorial  con- 
trol, and  therefore  1  embrace,  with  pleasure,  the 
opportunity  now  afforded  me  to  lay  before  the 
patrons  of  the  Magazine  a  few  of  the  leading  events 
in  his  life. 

Henry  Barton  Dawson  is  the  son  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  (Barton)  Dawson,  and  was  born  at  Goa- 
berton  in  Lincolnshire,  about  ten  miles  South-west 
of  Boston,  England,  on  Friday,  the  eighth  of  June, 
1821.  His  father,  Abraham  Dawson,  was  born  in 
July,  1795,  at  Wisbcach,  in  the  neighboring  coun- 
ty of  Cambridge,  where  his  grandfather,  a  Lin- 
colnshire man,  was  then  residing.  His  paternal 
grandmother  was  a  Miss  Culy,  who  belonged  to  a 
French  Huguenotic  family  of  that  name  theu  liv- 
ing on  a  farm  called  Guyhirn,  near  Wisbeach, 
which  property  they  still  occupy. 

His  mother,  who  died  a  few  years  since,  was 
Mary  Barton,  second  daughter  of  John  Barton,  a 
respectable  farmer  of  Bicker,  a  parish  fire  mib 
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north  of  Gosbevton.  She  was  married  to  his  father 
Abraham  Dawson,  May  28,  1820.  They  had  sis 
children,  of  whom  two  only  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  their  eldest  child  and 
only  son,  received  his  first  instructions  from  a 
schoolmistress,  who  taught  him  -more  than  all  his 
other  teachers,  and  made  him,  at  an  early  age,  a 
very  forward  scholar.  He  was  next  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  village  schoolmaster,  a  smart,  but 
tippling,  teacher.  At  nine  years  of  age,  he  at- 
tended lor  a  year  the  famous  school  of  Mr  Moses 
of  Donnington,  four  and  a  half  miles  distant,  walk- 
ing to  school  and  returning  daily.  The  last  school 
he  attended  in  his  native  country  was  kept  by  a 
pupil  of  Mr.  Moses,  an  excellent  man,  by  whom 
he  was  carried  through  practical  surveying,  and 
from  whom  he  received  other  useful  instruction. 

When  he  was  in  his  thirteenth  year,  in  the 
spring  of  1834,  his  parents  left  England  with  their 
family,  and  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
New  York  City  June  9,  183-1.  The  chief  reason 
which  induced  his  father  to  emigrate  was  his  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  government  in  his  native  land. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  Abraham 
Dawson  removed  to  Manhattanville,  eight  miles 
from  New  York,  and  commenced  the  life  of  a  gar- 
dener, which  occupation  he  still  pursues  at  his 
present  residence  in  Ithaca,  New  York.  Henry 
attended  the  public  schools  in  West  17th  street, 
New  York,  and  at  Manhattanville,  until  the  spring 
of  1836,  except  during  the  summer  of  1835,  when 
he  was  at  work.  In  March,  1836,  he  left  school 
in  order  to  assist  his  father,  who  was  then  the 
Gardener  at  the  Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  city.  Befoie  he  left,  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  School  Society  had  tendered 
him  a  scholarship  in  college,  but  the  limited  means 
of  his  father  would  not  permit  him  to  accept  so 
desirable  an  offer. 

He  continued  to  work  in  the  garden  of  the  Asy- 
lum with  his  father  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when 
the  family  removed  to  Ithaca,  in  the  same  State, 
with  the  intention  of  settling  on  a  farm.  His  fa- 
ther, however,  decided  to  resume  his  vocation  as  a 
gardener,  in  which  employment  Henry  assisted  him 
a  short  time.  He  then  became  an  apprentice  to 
a  wheelwright,  Mr.  Ira  Bower,  and,  soon  after,  a 
clerk  in  the  book  selling  and  publishing  house  of 
Messrs.  Mack,  Andrus  &  Woodruff,  at  Ithaca. 
Injthe  winter  of  1838-9,  he  left  this  firm,  to  be- 
come the  confidential  clerk  of  Judge  Gere,  a  wealthy 
old  gentleman  of  that  town,  who  contemplated  es- 
tablishing a  large  lumber  yard  in  New  York.  To 
that  city  he  returned  in  April  1839,  at  a  salary  of 
only  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  a  year. 

In  this  business  he  remained  under  successive 
employers  over  five  years,  till  May  1844,  when  ht 
was  engaged  by  Messrs.  Comstock  &  Co.,  No.  21 
Cortland  street,  extensive  dealers  in  patent  medi- 
cines, as  book-keeper.     He  also  performed  the  du- 


ios  of  cashier  and  corresponding  clerk.  He  left 
this  firm  in  June  1846  and  became  book-keeper  for 
Messrs.  Gumming,  Main  &  Co.,  druggists,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year. 

While  with  Messrs.  Comstock  &  Co.,  he  was 
forced  into  literature.  Having  loaned  some  money, 
in  1845,  to  the  proprietor  of  The  Crystal  Fount, 
a  weekly  temperance  and  literary  newspaper,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  the  printing  office  and  paper 
in  payment  of  his  claim.  For  more  than  a  year, 
besides  attending  to  his  duties  as  book  keeper  for 
his  employers,  he  edited  and  published  this  paper, 
being  obliged  to  devote  his  evenings  to  the  latter 
employment.  Finding  this  double  duty  too  burden- 
some owing  partly  to  failing  health,  he  left  Messrs. 
dimming,  Main  &  Co.  in  1847  and  devoted  his 
who'e  time  to  his  newspaper.  He  continued  the 
publication  several  months  longer,  but  in  Novem- 
ber 1847  was  obliged  to  discontinue  it,  with  the 
loss  not  only  of  his  original  loan,  but  also  of  all 
that  he  had  been  able  to  save  from  his  earnings 
and  invest  in  the  enterprise. 

The  paper  was  the  organ  of  the  Order  of  the 
Rechabites.  In  conducting  it  Mr.  Dawson's  un- 
compromising spirit  led  him  into  difficulties  with 
the  principal  officers  of  the  order,  whom  he  made 
his  enemies  by  opposing  such  of  their  schemes  as 
he  did  not  approve ;  and  their  hostility  was  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  he  sometimes  secured  suf- 
ficient power  among  the  private  members  to  pre- 
vent these  schemes  from  succeeding. 

After  giving  up  his  printing  office  and  newspa- 
per, he  accepted  the  agency  of  the  International 
Art  Union,  and  the  following  year  that  of  the 
American  Art  Union,  remaining  with  the  latter 
until  it  was  closed  by  the  Supreme  Couit.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  connected  as  an  officer  with  the 
Wall  street  Ferry  to  Brooklyn,  and  successively 
with  three  different  Insurance  Companies  in  New 
York. 

The  failure  of  the  last  of  these  in  1856,  left 
him  without  employment,  and  he  accepted  an  offer 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  Fry  &  Co.,  publishers,  to 
write  a  work  for  them  on  the  military  and  naval 
history  of  this  country.  This  was  his  first  bo;>k, 
although  he  had  before  become  known  by  The 
Park  and  its  Vicinity,  written  for  and  published 
in  the  Manual  of  the  Common  Council  of  New 
York  city  for  1855  ;  the  Life  and  Times  of  Anne 
Hutchinson,  written  for  the  Baptist  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  The  Retreats  through  Westchester  coun- 
ty in  1776,  written  for  the  New  York  Historical 
Society. 

The  Battles  oj  the  United  States  by  Sea  and 
Land,  for  this  is  the  title  which  he  selected  for  his 
work,  was  published,  as  a  serial,  in  forty  numbers, 
the  initial  number  having  been  issued  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1858.  The  plan  of  this  work  is  peculiar. 
The  events  of  each  battle  are  given  in  detail,  forti- 
fied by  copious  references  to  authorities,  after  which 
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the  author  introduces  the  principal  documents  re- 
lating to  the  battle,  and  occasionally  biographical 
sketches  of  the  actors.  Encouraged  by  the  decided 
success  which  attended  this  work,  he  prepared  to 
write  a  complete  military  history  of  the  United 
States,  but  the  war  stopped  the  work,  as  it  also 
did  the  progress  of"  the  Life  and  Times  of  Govern- 
or Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  a  book  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken at  the  request  of  the  family. 

While  writing  the  Dallies,  he  was  led  into  a 
controversy,  concerning  the  merits  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Israel  Putnam,  witli  Messrs.  Gviswold  and 
Deming  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  intheZtazTy  Post 
of  that  city.  The  letters  on  both  sides  were  after- 
wards collected  in  a  sumptuous  volume  which  has 
commanded  prices  as  high  as  fifty  dollars  each. 

In  1833,  the  first  volume  of  his  edition  of  The 
Federalist  appeared.  In  this  edition  the  original 
text  of  the  work  was  restored  and  the  unauthorized 
mutilations  were  rejected.  Prefixed  was  an  histor- 
ical and  bibliographical  introduction,  containing  a 
review  of  the  political  condition  of  the  State  of 
New  York  in  the  year  1737,  an  account  of  the 
causes  which  led  its  authors  to  write  the  series  of 
articles  of  which  the  work  is  composed,  the  names 
of  the  writers  of  the  several  articles  and  a  list  of 
the  different  editions  which  Mr.  Dawson  had  found. 
This  was  the  first  of  a  projected  series  of  histori- 
cal works  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  completed  in  seven  octavo  volumes, 
namely.  The  Federalist,  two  volumes  ;  The  Anti- 
Federalist,  two  volumes,  which  were  to  consist  of 
contemporary  articles  written  against  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  ;  and  a  History  of  the  Consti- 
tution, an  original  work  by  himself,  three  volumes. 
It  is  to  bs  regretted  that  his  other  engagements 
have  prevented  him  from  completing  an  undertak- 
ing for  which  he  has  so  many  qualifications. 

The  publication  ©f  The  Federalist  was  immedi- 
ately followed  by  an  attack  on  both  the  volume 
and  its  editor,  from  the  pen  of  Hon.  John  Jay,  a 
grandson  of  one  of  the  authors  of  the  original 
work  and  now  the  United  States  Minister^to  Aus- 
tria, and  by  another  from  the  pen  of  the  venerable 
James  A.  Hamilton,  a  son  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
another  of  its  authors.  These  articles  were  print- 
ed in  the  l\ew  York  Evening  Post,  and  created 
much  excitement  among  the  literati  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Dawson  replied  to  each  successively  in  a  man- 
ner which  showed  a  ready  command  of  facts  and 
satisfied  his  friends  if  not  his  opponents.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  literary  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Dawson  has  since  been  re- 
sumed, and  that  their  present  relations  are  perfect- 
ly friendly. 

The  same  year  that  he  publishad  "  The  Feder- 
alist,'" his  work  on  The  Assault  of  Stonsy  Point  by 
Gen.  Anthony  Wayne,  appeared  in  an  elegant  vol- 
ume, illustrated  by  maps  and  fac-similea.  The 
germ  of  this  work  was  a  paper  read,  April  1, 1S62, 


before  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  It  was 
also  subsequeutly  read  before  the  New  Jersey  an  1 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Societies.  In  preparing 
it,  he  had  the  use  of  the  correspondence  and  other 
family  papers  of  Gen.  Wayne  himself. 

In  186=4,  he  reprinted  in  a  volume  the  correspon- 
dence before  noticed  between  John  Jay  and  him- 
self and  James  A.  Hamilton  and  himself.  This 
work  made  the  first  number  of  a  projected  series 
entitled  Current  Fictions  tested  by  Uncurrcnt 
Facts. 

In  1365,  he  published  The  Diary  of  David  How, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  This  work,  like  all 
Mr.  Dawson's  publications,  is  annotated  in  an  ex- 
haustive manner.  It  was  followed,  the  same  year, 
by  an  edition  of  Dring's  Recollection*  of  the  Jer- 
sey Prison  Ship,  which  was  originally  published 
at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  182J  ;  and  was  compiled 
from  Mr.  Dring's  manuscripts  by  the  late  Albert 
Gorton  Greene,  well  know  in  the  literary  world  as 
a  belles-lettres  scholar  and  poet.  Mr.  Dawson  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  work  greatly  by  adding  an 
elaborate  appendix. 

A  new  edition  of  The  Park  and  its  Vicinity  has 
been  printed,  as  No.  I  of  his  Gleanings  in  the  Har- 
vest. Field,  of  Amzrican  History,  but  it  has  not  ret 
been  published.  Several  of  the  Dreceding  works 
had  been  issued  as  numbers  in  tins  serias,  namely, 
the  Diary  oj  How,  as  No.  IV  ;  Putnam  Corres- 
pondence, as  No.  V;  and  Stoncy  Point  as  No.  XI 
This  series  is  elegantly  printed,  in  uniform  style, 
royal  octavo,  and  the  editions  are  all  Limited. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  invited,  in  the  spring  of  1363, 
to  take  the  editorial  charge  of  Tlvi  Gazette,  a 
Democratic  newspaper,  published  weekly  at  Yonk- 
ers,  N.  Y.,  which  invitation  he  accepted,  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  otlice  with  an  ardor  that 
gave  a  new  character  to  the  publication.  In  con- 
ducting it,  he  proved  himself  an  able  critic  and  a 
keen  controversialist.  His  first  number  appeared 
May  6,  1865,  and  his  last  March  31,  1866. 

Four  volumes  of  selections  from  the  m  >re  im- 
portant articles  in  this  paper  have  been  printed 
under  the  general  title  of  The  Gazette  Series.  The 
titlos  of  the  several  volumes  are:  Vol.  I.  Papers 
concerning  the  Capture  and  Detention  of  Major 
John  Andre.  Collected  by  Henry  R.  Dawson, 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.  1866;  Vol.  H.  Papers  concerning 
the  Boundary  between  the  Stales  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  Written  by  several  Hands.  Yonkers, 
1866;  Vol.  III.  Papers  concerning  the  Town  and 
Village  of  Yonkers,  Westchester  County.  A  Frag- 
ment, Ry  Henry  B.  Dawson,  Yonkers,  1866  ;  Vol 
IV.  Rambles  in  Westchester  County.  A  Fragment" 
By  Henry  R.  Dawson,  Yonkers,  1866.  The""  sev" 
"  eral  hands''  who  wrote  the  articles  in  Volume  II- 
aro  Gen.  John  Cochrane,  Attorney  General  o- 
New  York  ;  Hon.  J.  Romeyu  Rrodhea  1,  tw/>  art' 
ticlcs  ;  William  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.  of  Newark- 
iu  reply  to  the  last ;  Mr.  Dawson  himself,  who  in- 


260 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


[£je?einbe?r 


tended  here  to  act  the  part  of  an  umpire  between  |  sachusetts,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware* 
the  parties  ;  Mr.  Whitehead  in  reply  to  Mr.  Daw-  j  Maryland,  Wisconsin,  and  Long  Island  Historical 
son;  Mr.  Dawson  in  response  to  Mr.  Whitehead,  j  Societies  ;  and  alao  by  the  American  Statistical 
and  the  Attorney  General  of  New  York  in  closing  Association  and  the  Albany  Institute, 
the  argument.  The  controversy  ends  with  a  Post-  He  has  gathered  one  of  the  best  working  libra- 
script  by  Mr.    Dawson.     This  volume  was  subse  |  rics  on  American  history,  in  private  hands,  in  his 


quently  printed  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
Court,  in  one  of  the  boundary  suits  )  and  the  ar- 
guments and  evidence  which  Mr.  Dawson  present- 
ed in  his  articles  are  said  to  have  influenced  Judge 
Nelson  in  his  determining  the  case  for  New  York. 
The  Andre  volume  is  probably  the  most  perfect 
Andreana  in  print.  This  series  of  volumes  has 
been  sold  at  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  set,  the 
edition  being  very  small,  only  twenty-five  copies 
having  been  printed. 

A  month  or  two  after  be  had  dissolved  his  con- 
nection with  The  Gazette,  he  bought  The  Histor- 
ical Magazine,  of  which  he  became  the  editor  and 
and  publisher.  The  first  number  issued  by  him 
was  that  for  July  1866.  Ten  volumes  having  been 
completed  with  the  close  of  that  year,  he  began, 
in  January  1867,  a  new  and  enlarged  series  of  the 
work,  giving  double  the  number  of  pases  and 
making  two  volumes  in  a  year.  It  is  needless  to 
inform  the  reader  of  this  periodical  how  he  has 
done  hi3  work  in  editing  it,  or  to  enumerate  in 
these  pages  the  valuable  papers  which  he  has  con- 
tributed to  it. 

The  Manual  of  the  New  York  Common  Council, 
which  had  gained  a  high  reputation  uuder  the  ed- 
itorship ot  the  late  David  T.  Valentine,  Esq.,  the 
popular  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  passed,  in 
the  year  1868,  into  the  editorial  care  of  the  new 
clerk,  Joseph  Shannon,  Esq.,  and  his  able  deputy, 
F.  J.  Tvvomey,  Esq.     The  Manual  this  year  began 
to  be  issued  in  an  enlarged  and   improved   form. 
Mr.  Dawson  was  invited  to   furnish  the  historical 
material,  which  he  did,  adding  some  new  features 
to  the  work.     The  Charter  was  collated   by   him 
critically,  with  the  ancient  parchments,  and  was 
fir&t  printed  accurately  here.     Mr.   Dawson  also 
lurnished  an  elaborate  paper  on  the  Battle  of  Har- 
lem Heights  and  the  death  of  Col.  Knowlton. 

I  understand  that  the  State  authorities  of  New 
York  have  recently  employed  him  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  boundaries  of  that  State  on  the  lines 
of  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  ; 
and,  also,  that  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  has  manifested  its  sense  of  his  ability  by  in- 
viting him  to  become  the  historian  of  that  venera- 
ble and  celebrated  parish. 

Mr.  Dawson's  correspondents  include  most  of 
the  historians  and  many  of  the  prominent  public 
men — military  and  civil — in  the  country.  He  has 
been  elected  a  resident  member  by  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  the  American  Institute,  and  the 
American  Geographical  and  Statistical  Society; 
;  n  honorary  member  by  the  Minnesota  Historical 
t  ©ciety  ;  and  a  corresponding  member  by  the  Mas- 


State.'  But  he  has  not  been  contented  with  mere- 
ly collecting  and  possessing  these  books,  for  he  has- 
made  their  contents  his  own  to  an  extent  in  which 
few  owners  of  libraries  can  equal  him.  The  knowl- 
edge which  he  possesses  of  the  history  of  our 
country  is  wonderful  for  its  comprehensiveness, 
minuteness  and  Tariety.  The  extent  of  his  infor- 
mation upon  this  subiect  and  the  enthusiasm  and 
persererance  which  he  csrrie3  into  new  fields  ol 
historical  research  render  him  a  formidable  oppo- 
nent in  the  many  controveieies  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged.  For  this  kind  ot  literature  his  tal- 
ents admirably  fit  him,  as  he  wields  a  vigorous  pen 
and  is  ingenious  and  skilful  in  the-  use  of  argu- 
ments. Many  of  his  controversies  have  been  car- 
ried on  in  the  pages  of  the  Magazine  and  are  fa- 
miliar to  its  readers.  In  them  ht  shows  himself  n; 
remorseless  iconoclast,  dealing,  his  blow*  with  reck- 
less directness,  not  heeding  the  consequences  to 
himself  or  others.  Sometimes  he  does  injustice  to 
those  whose  convictions  are  as  clear  and  honest  a& 
his  own  and  who  are  equally  "  unawed  by  influ- 
"  ence  and  unbribed  by  gain." 

He  was  brought  up  a  Baptist  of  the  old  school, 
and  is  a  resolute  and  uncompromising  Calvinist  in 
his  religious  views.     In  politics  he  was  originally 
a  Democrat  and  Yoted  for  Polk    for   President,  at 
the  election  in  1844.     He  attached  himself  to  that 
wing  of  the  party  nicknamed  the  •'  Barnburners," 
which  in  1848  assisted  in   forming  the  Free  Soil 
party.     During  the  Presidential  canvass  that  year' 
he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  City  Commit- 
tee of  that  party,  and  in  1840  was  on   the  "  Gen- 
"  eral  Committee"  of  the  city — what  is  known  as 
"  the  old  men's  committee" — of  which  S.  J.  Til- 
den,  B.    F.    Butler,  Ex-Attorney   General   of  the 
United  States,    Wilson  G.  Hunt,  George  H.  Pur- 
ser, Mark  Spencer,  Anthony   J.   Bleecker,  John 
Van  Buren  and  other  well  known  politicians  were 
members.     He  adhered  to  the  Free  Soil  party  and 
its  successer,  the  Republican   party,   till  the  late 
rebellion,  voting  for  Van  Buren  in  1848,  Hale  and 
Julian  in  1852.   Fremont  in  1856,  and  Lincoln  in 
1860.     Since  the  close  of  the  war  he  has   acted 
with  the  Democratic,  party  so  far  as  he  has  taken 
sides  in  politics — which  is  very  little  indeed  — and 
in  1868  voted  for  Seymour  as   President,  though 
he  did  not  prefer  him  as  the  candidate,  nor  approve 
of  all  the  principles  of  the  party  which  supported 
him.     He  is  an  old-fashioned  "  States-Rights  Dem- 
•'  ocrat,"  and  still  adheres  to  the  principles  set 
forth  by  the  "  Barnburner"  party.     He  is  a  rigid 
opponent  of  a  centralized  power/  either  at  Albany 
or  Washington. 
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In  1869,  Mr-  Dawson  gained  additional  reputa- 
tion by  the  bold  stand  which  he  took  in  resisting 
the  unjust  demands  of  the  Bricklayers'  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Union  of  Morrisania,  a  trades' 
union,  which  had  prevented  one  of  his  son?,  Wil- 
liam M.  Dawson,  from  learning  the  bricklayer's 
trade  in  that  town,  except  on  certain  unreasonable 
terms  prescribed  by  the  Union.  That  association 
having  succeeded  in  forcing  hie  employer  to  die 
charge  his  son,  Mr.  Dawson  brought  a  suit  at  law 
against  three  members  of  the  Union,  and  gained 
his  case,  obtaining  a  judgment  against  them  for 
the  loss  of  his  son's  services  occasioned  by  their 
interference;  but  he  could  not  induce  the  associa- 
tion to  change  its  action.  lie  then  brought  a 
criminal  suit  against  several  of  the  men,  including 
some  who  had  taken  no  direct  part  in  the  affair  : 
and  all  of  them,  except  one  whose  connection  with 
the  society  was  not  proved,  were  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  as  conspirators  to  interrupt  trade.  In 
instituting  these  proceedings,  Mr.  Dawson  was 
actuated  merely  by  a  desire  to  sustain  what  he 
considered  to  be  his  right  as  a  citizen  to  enter  into 
and  fulfil  a  contract  with  one  of  his  neighbors, 
without  the  interference  of  these  associations  ;  for 
his  son,  at  the  time,  was  apprenticed  in  New  York 
city  and  was  then  at  work  there.  The  cases  have 
been  appealed:  but  Mr.  Dawson  is  prosecuting 
them,  having  retained  Ex-Attorney  General  Chat- 
field  to  conduct  the  cases. 

Ha  was  married  May  28,  1845,  to  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Abraham  D.  and  Esther  (Whelpley) 
Martiing  of  Tarry  town,  Westchester  county,  N. 
Y., — one  of  the  most  ancient  families  of  the  coun- 
ty. They  have  had  nine  children,  namely,  1, 
Spencer  H.  C,  horn  May  11,  1846  :  2,  Henry  B. 
Jr.,  born  Dec,  19,  1847;  3,  William  Martiing, 
born  Aug.  27,  1849  ;  4,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
born  Sept.  2i,  1851  ;  5,  George  Cooley,  born  Sept. 
25,  1853  ;  6,  Mary  Dawson,  born  June  17,  1855  ; 
7,  Catharine  Martiing,  born  April  9,  1859  ;  8. 
Esther  Martiing,  born  July  17,  1861,  died  March 
16,  1865;  and  9,  Caroline  Butcher,  born  Aug.  31, 
1863.  They  have  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Anna 
Augusta,  born  Oct.  30,  1851. 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  BALLAD  ENTITLED 
"  ST.   CLAIR'S  DEFEAT." 

By  E.  B.  O'Callactian,  LL.  D. 

An  enquiry  is  made  in  the  Historical  Magazine 
volume  II.  page  312,  as  to  the  author  ot  the  Bal- 
lad with  the  above  title,  printed  in  Stone's  Life  oj 
Brant,  Volume  ii.  Appendix  vii. 

I  have  before  me  part  of  a  Tract,  the  running 
title  ol  which  is,  "  Narrative  of  Matthew  Bunn." 
Appended  to  this  •"  Narrative"  is  the  following 


"  AFFIDAVIT. 

"  State  of  New  York,  ) 
"  li,rie  County,         $ 

"I,  Matthew  Bunn,  the  author  oj 
"  the  above  Narrative,  am  duly  sworn,  and  testify, 
"that  the  above  Narrative  is  a  true  statement  of 
'*  the  life  and  adventures  of  the  above  named  Mat- 
"  thew  Bunn,  and-  that  I  am  the  identical  person, 
"above  named  in  this  book,  and  icho  subscribes  his 
"  hand  and  name  hereunto. 

"  Matthew  Bunn. 
"  Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  thirtieth 
"  day  of   October,  1826. 

"  Millard  Fillmore 
"  Com'r  dj-c.  for  Erie  County.'1'' 

The  authenticity  of  the  "  Narrative"  being 
thus  established,  it  remains  to  ascertain  who  the 
author  was?  Unfortunately,  the  first  part  of'*  Nar- 
"  rative"  is  wanting  in  the  copy  at  hand,  and  as 
we  have  no  Vita  Virorum  Obscurorum,  this  point 
is  left  to  others  to  elucidate.  In  his  ballad  annex- 
ed to  his  "  Narrative,"  a  correct  copy  of  which  is 
subjoined,  he  says, 

'•  To  Captain  Bradford  I  belong,  of  the  artillery." 

Captain  Bradford  having  bsen  killed  in  the  dis- 
astrous battle  of  the  fourth  November, Bunn  was  tak- 
en prisoner  by  the  Indians  ;  escaped  from  Maumee- 
town  to  George  Girty,  but  hearing  that  the  latter 
intended  to  send  him  back,  he  contrived  again  to 
escape,  and  after  much  suffering,  arrived  at  Detroit, 
then  in  possession  of  the  English,  April  thirtieth, 
1792.  Here  "  scalps  of  men,  women  and  children," 
with  various  plunder,  were  brought  in  by  Indians,  in 
exchange  for  which  they  roceived  rewards  of  money, 
arms,  ammunition  and  ardent  spirits.  By  some 
of  these  Indians,  Bunn  was  recognized,  claimed 
and  surrendered,  but  was  after watds  ransomed  by 
one  Thomas  Smith,  an  Indian  trader  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, for  120  dollars,  which  he  agreed  to  dis- 
charge by  his  labor.  Hs  workod  for  Smith  two 
years,  when  about  Christmas,  being  engaged  at 
raising  a  barn  for  a  farmer,  about  thirty  miles  from 
Detroit,  the  men  employed  at  the  work  had  a 
"  frolic"'  in  the  evening.  "  One  of  my  country- 
"  men,"  says  Bunn,  "  drank  a  health  to  the  King, 
"  and  damnation  to  Washington,"  in  order  to  dem- 
onstrate his  loyalty.  Thereupon  Bunn  felt  insult- 
ed, and  in  retaliation,  "  drank  a  health  to  Washing 
"  ton  and  damnation  to  the  King."  Not  conten 
with  this  demonstration  of  patriotism,  he  '"damned 
"  the  King  aud  ail  the  Royal  family,  and  all  such 
li  fellows  as  took  their  part."  He  was  afterwards 
arrested  for  High  Treason,  put  in  irons  and  thrown 
into  prison.  After  a  confinement  of  ten  weeks,  he 
was  arraigned,  but  it  being  established  that  he  had 
not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  was  sentenced 
to  be  banished.     Ho  was    then  sent  to   Niagara; 
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aken  before  the  Governor  ;  subjected  to  a  close 
xarnination,  and  by  him  ordered  to  Quebec,  then 
o  be  put  on  board  a  ship  of  'war  !  Whilst  in  con- 
finement, he  was  visited  by  captain  David  Shanks 
of  the  Queen's  rangers,  who  proposed  to  Bunn  to 
enlist.  After  weighing  the  chances  of  desertion, 
he  agreed,  and  enlisted  in  the  above  corps,  June 
fourth,  1794.  He  was  next  sent  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles"  round  the  lake."  There  he  roadean 
attempt  to  desert,  but  after  several  days  journey 
■was  arrested,  and  put  into  a  boat  with  other  pris- 
oners, to  be  conveyed  back  to  the  regiment.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage,  the  prisoners,  with  Bunn.  attempt- 
ed to  overpower  the  erew,  but  their  design  haying 
been  frustrated,  they  were  taken  to  head-quar- 
ters, more  dead  than  alive,  and  transferred  to 
Niagara  ;  court  martialed  and  sentenced  to  receive 
one  thousand  lashes.  In  vain  Bunn  pleaded  that 
hfs  was  an  American  citizen  ;  that  his  enlistment 
was  not  voluntary.  lie  was  tied  up  ;  received 
five  hundred  lashes  and  then  sent  to  the  hospi- 
tal, with  a  promise  to  receive  the  balance  of  the 
punishment  at  a  future  day.  About  three  months 
after  this,  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Toronto,  to 
which  place  Bunn  also  was  sent,  "  although  his 
"  back  was  so  sore  that  he  could  bare  only  a  shirt 
"  and  blanket  on  his  shoulders."  In  about  four 
months  after  receiving  the  first  punishment,  he 
was  again  conducted  to  the  triangle,  but  to  his 
great  relief,  the  officer  on  duty  presented  him  a 
pardon  from  the  Governor,  and  ordered  him  to 
join  his  regiment,  A  few  weeks  after  this,  Captain 
Shanks,  of  whom  he  speaks  very  highly,  sent  him 
off,  with  another  soldier,  a  native  of  old  Hartford, 
to  clear  land  in  the  neighborhood.  Having  work- 
ed some  time  they  both  agreed  to  desert.  They 
started  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  April  and  suc- 
ceeded, after  encountering  many  hardships,  in  get- 
ting to  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  thence  traveled 
to  the  Niagara  river,  where  they  seized  a  boat 
belonging  to  "  one  Captain  Powell,"  and  arrived 
at  the  Genessee  river  on  the  seventh  of  May 
1795.  After  working  here  among  the  hospitable 
settlers  during  the  summer,  he  went  to  Rehoboth 
where  he  arrived  on  the  first  of  October,  1795.  It 
would  appear  from  this  that  he  had  connexions  ia, 
or  originally  came  from  Rhode  Island. 

We  lose  sight  of  him  now,  for  the  next  thirty 
years,  when  being,  it  is  presumed,  an  old  man,  lie 
turns  up  in  Buffalo  and  publishes  his  "Narra- 
tive." 

On  comparing  the  Ballad  as  originally  printed, 
with  that  given  by  Colonel  Stone,  it  is  evident  that 
the  latter  was  taken  down  from  memory.  Many 
of  the  words  are  altered  ;  several  of  the  verses  are 
broken  up,  part  of  one  being  tacked  to  another  ; 
interpolations  and  alterations  occur  in  various 
places,  and,  finally,  no  less  than  seven  verses  are 
wholly  omitted  in  the  ballad  as  printed  in  the 
Life  of   Brant. 


Leaving  these  discrepancies  to  the  further  scru- 
tiny of  the  readers  of  the  Historical  Magazine,  we 
append  a  correct  copy  of  the  ballad  as  it  appeared 
in  182G,  to  which  we  have  subjoined  a  few  notes 
respecting  some  of  the  brave  officers  who  fell  on 
the  disastrous  fourth  of  November  1791,  and  whose 
names  the  poet,  from  most  laudable  motives,  wish- 
ed tr>  immortalize. 

PATRIOTIC  SONG. 
Sr.  Clair's  Defeat.     Br  M.  Buss. 


November  the  fourth,  in  the  year  ninety-one, 

We  had  a  sore  engagement  Dear  to  Fort  Jefferson  j  i 

St.  Clair  was  o»r  Commander,  which  may  remembered  be, 

Since  we  hare  lost  nine  hmidi  ed?  men  fa  the  western  territory. 

At  Lexington  ami  Quebec,  where  many  a  hero  fell, 
And  likewise  at  Long  Island,  as  I  the  troth  can  tell, 
Fur  snsh  a  horrid  carnage  roy  eyes  they  never  see, 
As  happened  an  the  plains  near  the  river  St.  Mary. 

Our  militia  were  attacked  just  as  the  day  did  break, 

But  soon  were  overpowered  and  forced  to  retreat  f 

Then  they  killed  Captain  Oldham,2  Lament  and  Biiggs3  likewise, 

Such  horrid  shouts  of  savages  that  sounded  thru'  the  skiea. 

Young  Major  Butler4  was  wounded  the  very  second  fire, 
Whose  manly  breast  did  swell  with  rage,  and  forced  to  retire. 
Like  one  distracted  he  appeared,  and  thss  exclaimed  he, 
"Those  fiends  of  hell  shall  win  the  held,  or  revenged  I  will  be.5. 

We  had  not  long  engaged  when  General  Butler  fell,5 

He  cries,  "  my  boys,  I  am  wounded,  pray  take  me  off  the  field  j'* 

"  My  God  !"  he  cries,  "  what  shall  we  do,  we're  murdered  every 

man  ; 
"  Go  charge,  my  valiant  heroes,  and  beat  them — if  yoa  can." 

He  turned  his  back  against  a  tree  and  then  resigned  his  breath, 
And  like  a  valiant  hero,  sunk  ia  the  arms  of  death  ; 
Then  thousand  seraphs  did  await,  his  spirit  to  convey, 
And  through  the  bright  ethereal  they  swiftly  bent  their  way. 

We  made  a  charge,  and  gained  the  ground   which  did  our  fears 

abate, 
B.ut  soon  were  overpowered  and  forced  to  retreat. 
They  took  from  us  our  cannon,  which  grieved  our  hearts  full  sore, 
Such  horrid  shouts  of  triumph,  like  hell-hounds  they  did  roar. 

We  made  a  charge  and  gained  our  guns,  we  fought  like  hearts  of 

steel, 
Till  many  a  brave  American  lay  slaughtered  o*er  the  field. 
Then  they  killed  Major  Ferguson,0  which  caused  his  men  to  cry, 
Don't  be  dismayed,  says  Captain  Ford,7  we'll  fight  untill  we  die. 


1 .  Fort  Jefferson  stood  about  six  miles  south  of  Greenville, 
Darke  County,  Ohio. 

2.  William  Oldham,,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  ;  was 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Oammandant  of  the  Kentucky  regiment  of 
militia  iu  this  engagement. 

3.  Officers'  of  militia. 

4.  Thomas  Butler  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1754  ;  was 
Captain  in  Revolutionary  War  ;  Major  commanding  the  Carlisle 
battalion  in  Gibson's  regiment  of  levies  aud  twice  wounded  in 
this  battle  ;  appointed  Major  fourth  sublegion,  April  eleventh, 
1792  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant,  July  first,  1794;  in  the 
fourth  Infantry,  November  1796  ;  Colonel  second  Infantry,  1802  ; 
died  September  seventh,  1805. 

5.  Brother  of  the  last  named.  A  biographical  notice  of  him  is 
;n  Allen's  Bickj.  Diet. 

P.  William  Fergusou  of  Pennsylvania  was  appointed  Captain 
of  United  States  Artillery,  September  twenty-ninth,  1789;  Major 
Commandant,  March  fourth,  1791. 

7.  Mahloa  Ford  of  New  Jersey,  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
of  Artillery,  September  twenty  ninth  17S9  ;  Captain,  March  1791;. 
thrice  severely  wounded  in  this  engagement;  Major  first  Artil- 
lery, May  seventh,  1798  ;  dis'  anded,  June  first,,  1SJ12.  Died  afc 
Columbus,  Ohio,  J.une  twelfth,  1S20. 
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These  words  he  had  scarcely  uttered,  when  he  received  a  ball, 
And  likewise  our  Lieutenant  Spear15  down  by  his  side  did  fall  ; 
Stand  to  your  guns,  says  gallant  Ford,  for  I  am  not  yet  slain, 
I  will  lay  me  down  and  bleed  awhile,  and  rise  and  fight  again. 

Says  Major  Gibson9  to  his  men,  my  boys  be  not  dismayed, 

I  am  sure  the  Pennsylvanians  they  never  were  afraid. 

Ten  thousand  deaths  I'd  rather  die,  than  they  should  win  the  field, 

Soon  he  received  a  fatal  ball,  which  caused  him  for  to  yield. 

Our  cannon  balls  were  all  soon  spent,  our  artillery  men  were  slain, 

Our  musketry  and  riflemen  a  firing  did  sustain, 

Three  hours  or  more  we  fought  them   there,  and  then  forced  to 

yield, 
Whilst  three  hundred  bloody  warriors  stood  hovering  round  the 

field. 

Says  Major  Clark,10  my  heroes  bold  we  can  no  longer  stand, 
Therefore  we  will  form  in  order  the  best  way  we  can. 
The  word  retreat  sounded  around,  which  raised  a  hue  and  cry, 
Then  belter  skelter  through  the  woods,  like  lost  sheep  we  did  fly. 

We  left  our  wounded  on  the  field,  0  heavens  !  what  a  stroke, 
Some  of  their  thighs  were  shattered,  and  some  their  arms  were 

broke  ; 
With  tomakawks  and  scalping  knives,  they  robbed  them  of  their 

breath, 
In  fiery  flames  of  torment  they  tortured  them  to  death. 

To  mention  my  brave  officers  is  what  I  mean  to  do, 

No  sons  of  mars  ne'er  fought  more  bold,  or  with  more  courage 

true  ; 
To  Captain  Bradford"  I  belong,  of  the  artillery. 
He  fell  that  day  among  the  slain,  and  a  gallant  man  was  he. 

There  is  Kelly  and  young  Anderson,12  whose  names  shall  be  re- 
vered , 
They  fought  like  brave  Americans,  but  death  was  their  rnvard. 
Full  twenty  paces  in  the  front  they  of  their  men  did  go, 
Their  enemy  did  mark  them  out  and  proved  their  overthrow. 

There  is  Purdy13  and  young  Bates,  subalterns  of  great  power, 
So  boldly  they  led  on  their  men,  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
Till  they  were  slain  upon  the  field,  like  saints  resigned  were  they. 
There  Bates  smiling  said,  light  on,  while  bleeding  thus  he  lay. 

Young  Major  Dark11  received  a  ball  close  by  his  father's  side, 
These  feeble  hands  shall  be  revenged  on  my  son's  death,  he  cried. 
He  quickly  drew  his  sword  in  hand,  aud   through  the  ranks  he 

flew, 
And  like  a  brave  Virginian,  the  savage  there  he  slew. 

Of  all  the  men  that  fell  that  day,  young  Major  Hart  was  best ; 
One  pleasing  consolation,  his  soul  has  gone  to  rest, 
No  blooming  chief  was  there  to  frown,  alas  his  glass  is1  run, 
He  has  gone  to  future  happiness,  and  dwells  beyond  the  sun. 

8  Edward  Spear  of  Pennsylvania  was  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant of  Artillery,  September  twenty  ninth,  17S9  ;  Adjutant,  July 
1791. 

9.  Gsorge  Oibson  of  Pennsylvania  commanded  a  Virginia  reg- 
iment in  the  Revolutionary  Army  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Comman- 
dant second  regiment  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  levies  of 
1791,  and  of  Butler's,  Patterson's  and  Clark's  battalions  under 
St.  Clair  ;  was  mortally  wounded  in  this  battle  and  died  at  Fort 
Jefferson,  December  eleventh,  1791. 

10.  John  Clark  of  Pennsylvania  Major  commanding  battalion 
of  levies  from  Pittsburg  in  Gibson's  regiment,  November  1791  ; 
Major  third  sublegion,  April  eleventh,  179:2  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  fourth  sublegion,  February  twenty-first,  1793  ;  re- 
signed, July  first,  1794. 

11.  James  Bradford  of  New  York,  was  commissioned  Captain 
of  Artillery,  September  twenty-ninth,  1789. 

.12.  Inslee  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania  Adjutant  of  Gibson's  r<  g- 
iment. 

13.  Hugh  Purdy,  ensign  in  Butler's  battalion  Pennsylvania 
levies. 

14.  Joseph  Darke,  son  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Darke  of 
Virginia  ;  Captain  in  Bedinger's  battalion  of  levies  ;  mortally 
wouuded. 


The  day  before  our  battle  fifteen  hundred  men  we  had, 

But  our  old  gouty  General  had  used  us  very  bad, 

He  whip' t  and  hung,  and  starved  his  men,  in  barbarous  cruelty, 

Thus  negro  like  he  did  behave,  on  the  western  territory. 

Come  all  ye  brave  Americans,-lament  the  loss  with  me, 
It  was  by  bad  management,  as  you  may  plainly  see. 
This  is  the  ending  of  my  song,  excuse  me  if  you  please, 
St.  Clair'.?  defeat  it  may  be  called,  so  praise  it  at  your  ease. 


COLONEL  JOHN  ALLAN  AND  HIS  OPERA- 
TIONS IN  MAINE  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA, 
IN  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Communicated  by  Frederic  Kideer,  Enquire. 

In  18G7,  I  preparer!  a  volume,  under  the  title  of 
Eastern  Maine  and  Nova  Scotia  during  the  Revo- 
lution, which  was  published  by  Joel  Munsell,  at 
Albany,  New  York.  It  consisted  mainly  of  doc- 
uments relative  to  the  military  opemtions  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  in  which  the  four  tribes  of 
Indians  were  largely  interested.  Prefixed  was  a 
memoir  of  Colonel  John  Allan,  the  agent  of  che 
American  Government.  Since  the  book  was  punt- 
ed, several  important  documents  relating  to  the 
same  subject  have  come  into  my  hands.  One  of 
these  is  a  proclamation  issued  by  Colonel  Allan,  at 
Machias,  June  twenty-third,  1779.  In  it  he  sets 
forth  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  efforts  then  making  by  the  British  and 
their  adherents  to  win  over  the  inhabitants  to  ac- 
knowledge that  power  and  to  induce  them  to  give 
their  allegiance  to  it.  Colonel  Allan  warns  them 
against  these  emissaries  of  England,  and  encoura- 
ges them  to  adhere  firmly  to  their  country,  which, 
he  assures  them,  will  soon  achieve  its  independence 
and  become  a  power  in  the  world. 

Another  of  these  documents  is  the  following, 
which  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Colonel  Allan.  It 
is  probably  the  only  record  of  this  conference  with 
the  Indian  tribes  mentioned,  over  which  Colonel 
Allan  as  Superintendent  had  control. 

Should  any  reader  of  this  article  wish  to  know 
more  about  the  part  taken  by  the  Indians  of  Maine 
and  Nova  Scotia  in  the  Revolution,  and  also  con- 
cerning the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Colonel 
Allan  and  his  associates,  under  the  most  discour- 
aging and  trying  circumstances,  they  are  referred 
to  the  volume  before  mentioned.  It  contains  much 
recently  discovered  and  important  matter  upon 
the  history  of  the  Revolution. 

Mechias  Indian  Eastern  Department. 

Thursday  Aug.    25   1779.      Memorand™  of  a 
conference  with  the  Indians,  some  of  the  Tribe  of 
Me'isheete,  Pasamaquody  &,  Penobscot  &  the  Supr 
Im*. 
Speech  by  Cot  Allan. 

Brothers,  my  Head  &  Heart  are  so  Unsettled 
that  I  cannot  at  present  hold  that  Conference  with 
you  I  intended,  there  have  happened  several  mat- 
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ters  that  have  Grieved  me  to  the  Heart.  But  I 
salute  all  my  Brother!  "who  have  accompanied  ine 
towards  Penobscot.  In  token  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  few  words  I  am  going  to  speak,  I  deliver  the 
Wampum.  I  would  have  spoke  with  you  Before, 
but  your  frolicking  &  drinking  have  prevented. 

You,  the  Merisheets,  some  of  the  Mickmacks  & 
Pcnobscuts,  have  been  with  me  some  time,  are 
sensible  of  what  I  have  done  for  them,  How  I 
have  at  all  times  kept  them  out  of  danger.  1  am 
not  here  to  Settle  Business  in  behalf  of  the  States 
only,  But  in  Behalf  of  you  as  one  of  you — by 
adoption,  to  see  every  Justice  done  you  &  I  can 
pay  was  I  called  this  day  before  the  Great  Seaicher 
of  Hearts,  I  am  Conscious  there  Cannot  be  any 
thing  Laid  to  my  Charge  of  Injustice  to  you.  I 
have  Impartially  &  Equally  distributed  among  you 
such  necessarys  as  I  had  for  you.  I  hope  it  has  giv- 
en satisfaction.  Those  that  are  not  contented  may 
be  assured  of  everything  in  reason,  I  am  pleased 
that  you  should  disperse  for  the  Conveniency  of 
Hunting,  but  I  pray  those  that  have  a  mind  to  Go 
at  a  distance  to  tarry  with  me,  as  they  have  done 
to  thisday;  dont  Go  out  of  Call.  1  am  going  to 
Build  a  Little  Church  for  your  Conveniency.  Dont 
give  heed  to  the  difficultys  that  have  arisenBet  ween 
the  priest  &  another  French  Brother,  the  Latter  I 
am  determined  to  send  away  that  an  End  mav  be 
put  to  their  dispute  by  their  Separation. 

I  have  Much  to  say  to  you  but  the  Time  will 
not  permit.  But  this  you  must  observe,  I  am 
Commanding  officer  here,  I  cannot  leave  this  post 
till  I  hear  some  news.  I  am  determined  to  Go  to 
St.  Johns  soon.  I  will  Certainly  see  Pierre  Tom- 
ma  with  my  Eyes,  but  I  cannnot  at  present.  I 
shall  send  the  Expresses  back  directly  with  Strings 
of  Wampum  &  Instructions.  I  conclude  with  Ex- 
horting you  to  be  true,  Just  &  Sincere  in  Your 
dealings  &  Connections  with  the  Americans  ;  &  in 
their  Behalf,  1  promise  every  Reasonable  Satisfac- 
tion. I  will  not  Encroach  on  your  time  or  Exhaust 
your  Patience,  but  1  desire  you  not  to  Separate  at 
this  dark  &  Gloomy  day  when  a  Cloud  of  difficulty 
Hangs  over  Us,  but  will,  I  hope,  soon  Blow  over; 
&  Salute  You  all  &  wish  you  every  happiness. 
Adieu. 

During  the  Conference  they  Gave  Great  Testi- 
mony of  Satisfaction  &  approbation  of  what  was 
said  &  the  undermentioned  was  Returned  in  Answer 
in  behalf  of  the  whole  :  — 

Ambroise.  Brother,  these  men,  a  few  of  them, 
are  Going  to  the  Lakes  to  Carry  on  the  Elle  fishery. 
1  shall  with  the  Others  Camp  at  the  Eastern  River 
one  Week  &  if  no  News  Arrives  in  that  time,  we'll 
go  a  little  further.  This  is  all  we  have  to  say. 
We  arc  unanimous  in  Saluting  &  wishing  you  all 
Happiness.  But  remember  our  Widows  &  their 
Orphans. 

Mem0.  The  Young  men  required  Leave  to  dis- 
tress the  Inhabitants  of  Passamaquody,  particu- 


larly Curry — were  very  SolicitouB  for  the  permis- 
sion of  their  Super  lntendant. 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  PAULUS  HOOK,  IN  1779. 
By  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

Accuracy  in  small  things  is  of  much  importance, 
and  particularly  in  the  statement  of  historical  facts. 
If  one  is  exact  in  trivial  matters,  he  is  usually  so 
in  important  ones.  We  are  led  to  utter  this  truth, 
so  simple  that  it  would  seem  not  to  require  utter- 
ance, by  finding  great  discrepancy*  among  different 
writers  in  fixing  the  date  of  the  assault  on  the 
British  garrison  at  Paulus  Hook,  now  Jersey  City, 
in  the  summer  of  1779. 

Gordon,  in  his  History  of  the  United  States, 
third  American  edition,  New  York,  1801,  ii,  448, 
says  that  Major  Lee  "  very  early  in  the  morning 
"[July  nineteenth]  before  day-light,  completely 
"  surprised  the  post"  of  Paulus  Hook,— giving  the 
date  in  brackets. 

In  the  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Joseph  Reed, 
Philadelphia,  1847,  ii.  125,  edited  by  his  grand- 
son, an  allusion  is  made  to  "  Henry  Lee's  gallant 
"  surprise  of  that  post  [Paulus  Hook]  on  thenine- 
"  teenth  of  July,  thus  described  in  a  contempora- 
"  ry  letter,  never  before  published,  from  a  Mary- 
land officer."  Then  follows  this  letter,  from 
Captain  Levin  Handy  to  George  Handy  : 

"  Paramus,  22d  July,  1779.' 

"  Dear  George  : 

"  Before  this  reaches  you,  I  doubt  not  but  you 
"  have  heard  of  our  success  at  Paulus  Hook,  where 
"  the  enemy  had  a  very  strong  fort,  within  one  and 
"  a  quarter  miles  from  New  York.  We  started 
"  from  this  place  on  Wednesday!  last  [at]  half  past 
•'  ten  o'clock,  taking  our  route  by  a  place  called 
"  the  New  Bridge  on  Hackensac  River,  where  my 
"  two  companies  were  joined  by  three  hundred 
"  Virginians,  and  a  company  of  dismounted  Dra- 
"goons,  commanded  by  Captain  McLane.  We 
"took  up  our  line  of  march  about  five  o'clock  in 
"  the  evening  from  the  Bridge,  the  nearest  route 
"  with  safety,  to  Powles,  distant  then  about  twen- 
"  ty  miles,  with  my  detachment  in  front,  the  whole 
"  under  command  of  the  gallant  Major  Lee.  The 
'•  works  were  to  be  carried  by  storm — the  whole  to 
"  advance  in  three  solid  columns,  one  of  which  I 
"  had  the  honour  to  command.  The  attack  was  to 
"  commence  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  but  having 
"  been  greatly  embarassed  on  our  march,  and  hav- 
"  ing  a  number  of  difficulties  to  surmount,  [we] 
"  did  not  arrive  at  the  point  of  attack  till  after  four 
"  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when,  after  a  small  fire 
"  from  them,  we  gained   their    works,  and    put 


*Mr.  Dawson,  in  his  Battles  of  the  United  States  4v  Sea 
and  Land,  volume  I,  page  543,  calls  attention  to  this  discrepan- 
cy and  fixes  the  true  date. — Editor 

tThe  day  «f  the  week  here  given  does  not  answer  to  July,  but 
it  does  to  August. — Editor. 


1868.] 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


"  about  fifty  of  thorn  to  the  bayonet,  took  one  hun- 
"  dred  and  fifty-ceven  prisoners,  exclusive  of  seven 
"  commanding  officers;  this  was  completed  in  less 
"  than  thirty  minutes,  and  a  retieat  ordered,  as 
"  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose,  unless  tiine- 
"  ly,  it  would  be  cut  off.  Our  situation  was  so 
"  difficult  that  we  could  not  bring  off  any  stores. 
"  Wo  had  a  morass  to  pass  of  upwards  two  miles, 
"  the  greatest  part  of  which  we  were  obliged  to 
"  pass  by  files,  and  several  canals  to  ford  up  to 
"  our  breast  in  water.  We  advanced  with  bayo- 
"  nets,  pans  open,  cocks  fallen,  to  prevent  any  fire 
"  from  our  side  ;  and  believe  me,  when  1  assure 
"  you,  we  did  not  fire  a  musket. 

"  You  will  see  a  more  particular  account  of  it 
"  in  the  papers  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  give  you 
"  at  present.  It  is  thought  to  be  the  greatest  en- 
"  terprise  ever  undertaken  in  America.  Our  loss 
"  is  so  inconsiderable  that  I  do  not  mention  it. 
"  Levin  Handy." 

This  is  the  statement  of  an  officer,  who  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  and  commanded  one  of  the 
columns  of  attack.  It  has  the  appearance  of  gen- 
eral accuracy,  and  in  itself  would  seem  to  be  suffi- 
cient authority  for  the  critical. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  letter  is  dsted  July 
twenty-second;  that  is,  according  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  editor  of  Reed's  Life,  three  days  af- 
ter the  occurrence,  and  the  date  of  the  assault 
here  given  is  corroborated  by  the  New  American 
Cyclopaedia.  In  the  article  on  Henry  Lee,  the 
Cyclopaedia  says  that  he,  "on  July  nineteenth, 
"  1779,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  three  hundred 
"  men,  surprised  the  British  garrison  as  Paul  us 
';  Hook,  took  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners,  and 
"  effected  his  retreat  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men 
"  killed  and  three  wounded." 

Passing  from  such  works  to  the  school  histories 
of  the  present  day,  it  is  curious  to  note  how  their 
authors  have  followed  similar  authority.  In 
i  /)ssing's  Primary  History  of  the  United  States, 
I860,  page  149,  it  is  stated  that  "  three  nights 
"  after  the  capture  of  Stony  Point  [July  sixteenth, 
"  1779J  Major  Henry  Lee  and  a  few  Americans 
"  took  from  the  British  a  fort  where  Jersey  City, 
"  opposite  New  York,  now  stands."  Willson,  in 
his  History  of  the  United  States,  1808,  page  257, 
says  that  •'  soon  after  the  taking  of  Stony  Point. 
"  Major  Lee  surprised  a  British  garrison  at  Paulus 
u  Hook,"  and  the  date  in  the  margin  is  July  nine- 
teenth. On  page  90  of  Anderson's  Grammar 
School  History  of  the  United  States,  1808,  is  found 
this  statement  :  "  only  four  days  after,  [the  cap- 
"  ture  of  Stony  Point,  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth 
"  of  July]  another  brilliant  exploit  crowned  the 
"  efforts  of  the  patriots.  The  British  post  at  Pau- 
"  lus  Hook,  in  New  Jersey,  opposite  the  city  of 
"  New  York,  was  surprised  at  night  by  Major  Lee. 
"  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  garrison  were 
"  made  prisoners."     According  to  Borard's  School 


History  of  the  United  States,  1803,  page  154,  the 
assault  on  Paulus  Hook  waB  '-shortly  after  the  at- 
"  tack  on  Stony  Point,"  which  implies  a  few  days 
after. 

Here  are  six  different  authorities,  giving  a  pos- 
itive date  to  one  of  the  most  brilliant  exploits  of 
the  Revolution,  and  that  date  a  wrong  one.  It 
may  require  strong  testimony  to  off«et  these-ruis- 
scatements,  but  such  can  be  brought  forward. 

For  this  daring  deed,  Congress  honored  Ilonry 
Lee  with  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  ordered  a  gold 
medal  to  be  struck  and  presented  to  him.  On  the 
reverse  of  this  medal  is  a  Latin  inscription,  which 
closes  thus  :  "In  memory  of  the  conflict  at  Pau- 
''  lus's  Hook,  nineteenth  of  August,  1779."  Lok- 
sing's  Pictorial  Field  Book  of  the  Revolution,  ii, 
829.  Here  is  the  authority  of  a  medal,  struck  by 
order  ot  Congress  almost  contemporaneously  with 
the  event,  to  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
assault.  This  ought  to  be  correct,  and  is  part 
of  the  strong;   testimony   that  I  propose   to  put  in. 

General  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Henry 
Lee,  dated  West  Point,  August  tenth,  1779,  says 
"  the  plan  you  propose  for  the  attack  of  Paulus 
"  Hook,  and  for  making  good  the  retreat  of  the 
"  party,  is  well  concerted,  and  such  as  would  be 
"  most  likely  to  succeed,  if  the  enterprise  were  to 
be  carried  into  execution."  Sparks's  Washington, 
vi,  317-  Here  is  the  statement  of  the  commander  of 
the  American  Army,  showing  that  the  attack  had 
not  been  made  on  the  tenth  of  August,  though  it  was 
then  under  consideration.  The  question  now  recurs: 
When  was  it  made?  Ina  letter  to  Major  General  Lird 
Stirling,  dated  August  twenty-first  1779,  General 
Washington  says  that  he  has  "  been  duly  favored 
"  with  your  letter  of  the  19th,  written  at  nine 
"  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  of  the  same 
"  date,  of  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  containing 
"  the  agreeable  information  ot  Major  Lee's  having 
"  succeeded  against  Paulus  Hook,"  Sparks's  I  Vash  ■ 
inyton,  vi,  32(5.  From  this  it  appears  that  Lord 
Stirling  had  not  learned  of  the  capture,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  but  that 
he  knew  it  before  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  he  must  have  heard  of  it  a  few  hours  after  its 
occurrence.  On  the  twenty-third  of  August, 
Washington  writes  to  the  President  of  Congress 
that  he  has  "  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Kxccl- 
"  lency  Major  Lee's  report  of  the  surprise  an  1 
"  capture  of  the  garrison  of  Paulus  Hook,"  and 
adds  in  a  postscript  that  "  the  report  not  having 
"  been  received  till  this  day.  prevented  a  speedier 
"  transmission."  Sparks's  Washington,  vi,  332. 
This  testimony  appears  to  be  conclusive  in  fixing 
upon  August  nineteenth,  as  the  proper  date. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  how  such  a  series 
of  mistakes  in  different  writers  could  have  hap- 
pened. The  fact  of  the  mistake  is  more  evident 
thau  the  cause.  Gordon,  who  wrote  shortly  after 
the  event,  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  fall  into 
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this  error.  It  is  certainly  a  singular  coincidence 
that  Captain  Handy  should  have  made  the  same 
mistake.  His  letter,  probably  by  an  oversight, 
was  dated  July,  instead  of  August,  or  possibly  it 
was  incorrectly  copied  for  Mr.  Heed. 

It  may  be  worth  the  while  to  state  that  Hildreth 
in  his  History  of  the  United  Slates,  1849,  iii,  284, 
mentions  the  assault,  and  in  a  marginal  note  gives 
August  eighteenth  as  the  date.  The  expedition 
started  on  the  eighteenth,  butthe  assault  was  not 
made  till  the  next  morning.  In  Duer's  Life  of 
Lord  Stirling,  New  Jersey  Historical  Collections, 
ii,  205,  an  account  of  the  affair  is  given,  though 
it  is  rather  vague  and  gives  no  definite  date.  It. 
is  there  stated  that  it  took  place  "  about  three 
'•o'clock  the  next  morning,"  though  the  writer 
nowhere  mentions  the  month  or  the  day  of  the 
month  when  it  occurred.  In  Sears's  Pictorial  His- 
tory of  the  American  Revolution,  New  York,  1845, 
still  another  date  is  given.  On  page  308  of  this 
work,  the  statement  is  made  that  Major  Lee  "  chose 
"  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  August  for  his  en- 
"  terprise,  when  part  of  the  garrison  was  absent 
"  on  a  foraging  excursion." 


GENEALOGY    OF    WILLIAM    SMITH,   HIS- 
TORIAN OF  NEW  YORK. 

By  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  LL.  D. 

The  first  of  this  family  of  which  we  have  any 
record  is  : 

1.  William  (commonly  called  "  Port  Roy- 
al ")  Smith,  who  married  twelfth  December, 
1093,  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  W.  I.,  Frances, 
daughter  of  Anna  and  William  Peartree,1  (after- 
wards mayor  of  New  York,  1703-1706,  who  died  in 
that  city  in  1714,  s.  p.  m.)  He  (Smith)  suffered 
by  the  earthquake  at  Port  Royal  in  1G92,  but  hav- 
ing Tecuperated  his  fortune  by  commerce  and  the 
above  marriage,  came  to  New  York  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  century,  as  he  is  recorded  among 
the  taxable  inhabitants  and  voters  of  that  city 
in  1701.2  He  was  one  of  the  grand  jury  who 
made  the  representation  to  Governor  Hunter,  No- 
vember twenty-ninth,  1717,  in  the  case  of  Mulford, 
f  )V  which  he  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  As- 
sembly, December  fourth.     He  was  uncle  of — 

2.  William  Smith,  who  was  born  at  New- 
port Pagnell,  Bucks,  England,  October  eighth, 
1697  ;  had  his  first  education  from  Mr.  Stannard, 
minister  of  Simpson,  Bucks,  and  Mr.  Woodward 
and  Mr.  Lettin  of  Newport  Pagnel.  At  the  in- 
stance of  his  uncle  above  mentioned,  he  and  his 
fathers  family,  consisting,  it  is  said,  of  the  mother 
and  his  two  brothers,  one  a  clergyman  and  the  other 
a  physician,  sailed  from  London,  May  twenty-fourth 


1,  Alden's  Epit.  I.  205.       2,  Yal.  Man.  1859,  519. 


1715,  and  arrived  in  New  Y"ork  on  seventeenth 
of  August  following.  His  mother  subsequently 
sailed  on  her  return  to  England,  and  died  on  the 
voyage.  William  was  sent  to  New  Haven  to  com- 
plete his  education,  and  graduated  at  Yale  in 
1719.  He  was  afterwards  employed  as  tutor  at 
that  college.  Having  returned  to  New  York,  he 
studied  law,  and  was  licensed  as  an  attorney 
twentieth  May,  1725.  On  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Cutler,  he  was  invited  to  be  President  of  Yale 
College,  but  declined  the  office.  In  or  about  the 
month  of  May,  1727,  he  married  Mary,  eldest 
daughter  of  Rene  Het  and  Blanche,  his  wife.3 
This  Rene  Het  was  the  son  of  Josue  Het  and  Sarah 
his  wife,  and  was  born  in  Rochelle,  France.  It 
would  seem  that  in  early  life  he  followed  the  sea, 
for  being  a  youth  twelve  years  old,  he  had  once 
passed  by  the  River  of  Canada.4  The  tradition  in 
the  family  is,  that  he  had  been  engulphed  by  the 
earthquake  at  Port  Royal  in  1692,  and  afterwards, 
fortunately  for  himself,  thrown  up  again  to  the 
surface.  He  eventually,  however,  settled  in  New 
York  as  a  merchant,  and  with  Andrew  Fresnau, 
was  agent  in  that  city  of  the  Royal  W.  I.  Com- 
pany of  France.  He  was  naturalized  twenty-sec- 
ond March,  1722,5  and  died  between  1754  and 
1768,  having  survived  his  wife  some  j'ears.  He 
had  two  daughters,  Mary  (above  mentioned)  and 
Sarah,  who  in  May,  1744,  became  the  second  wife 
of  Captain  William  Smith,  master  of  a  merchant 
vessel,  and  died  September,  1747.  The  children 
of  William  Smith  and  Mary  Het  of  New  York 
were  : 

First,  William,  (infra). 

Second,  James  ;  was  a  physician  ;  married  Mrs. 
Atkinson  of  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Third,  Thomas  ;  a  lawyer,  licensed,  fourth  Ma}*, 

1756 ;    resided   at   Haverstraw,  New  York  ;    was 

somewhat  mixed  up   with    his   brother  Joshua  II. 

in  Arnold's  treason. 

Fourth,   John  ;  )   ,    ,,    , 

m-CLi     a  i     >  both  lawyers. 

Fifth,  Samuel  ;  $  J 

Sixth,  Joshua  Het  ;  married,  first,  Elizabeth 
Gordon  of  Belvidere,  South  Carolina,  October, 
1770;  licensed  a  lawyer,  thirtieth  April,  1772; 
was  mixed  up  with  the  Arnold  treason  ;  fled  to  Eng- 
land where  he  married,  secondly,  Anne  Middleton  ; 
returned  to  New  York  and  died  1818.  His  widow 
kept  school  in  New  York  many  years  and  was  in- 
terred in  St.  John's  burial  ground  in  that  city. 

Seventh.  Susan  ;  married,  fourteenth  September, 
1747,  Robert  James  Livingston,  brother  of  Mrs. 
William  Smith  ;  had  William  Smith  Livingston, 
born  twenty-seventh  August,  1755,  whose  great- 
grand-daughter,  Cornelia  L.  mairied,  secondly, 
Charles  O'Conor  of  New  York. 


3.  Deeds,  Lib  31:  35S,  9,  Register's  office,  New  York.  4,  New- 
York  Counc.  Min.  10:612.  5,  Deeds,  New  York  city,  30: 
136. 
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Eighth,  Mary  ;  married,  thirteenth  April,  1749, 
John  Smith  of  New  York,  merchant,  and  died  Oc- 
tober twelfth,  1750,  leaving  Mary,  who  married 
Christopher  Bancker. 

Ninth,  Sarah  :  born  1732  ;  married,  1755,  Rev. 
Abraham  Kettletas  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island.6 

Tenth,  Martha  ;  married  Colonel  Ann  Ilawkes 
Hay  of  Fiehkill,New  York,  October,  1703. 

Eleventh,  Anne  ;  married  Colonel  Bostick  of  Fish- 
kill, New  York.  There  were  four  other  girls,  names 
unknown,  who  married  respectively  in  South 
Carolina,  a  Mr.  Torrance,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Gardner, 
and  Mr.  Gordon. 

Said  William  having  lost  his  wife  in  August, 
1754,  married  secondly  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Scott  of  Norwich,  England,  and 
relict  of  Colonel  Elisha  Williams,7  and  died  No- 
vember twenty-second,  1709,  when  his  widow  re- 
turned to  WethersfJeld,  and  died  there  in  the  six- 
ty-eighth year  of  her  age. 

3.  William,  (son  of  number  2,)  popularly 
known  as  the  "  Historian,''  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  June  twenty-fifth,  1728  ;  graduat- 
ed at  Yale  in  1745  ;  studied  law  and  was  licensed 
an  attorney,  twenty-second  October,  1750  ;  mar- 
ried Janet,  daughter  of  James  Livingston  of  New 
York,  merchant,  and  Elizabeth  Kierstede  ;  adhered 
to  the  Royal  cause  at  the  Revolution ;  was 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Canada,  1786,  and 
dild  at  Quebec,  December  third,  1793,  leav- 
ing: 

First,  William ;  in  bis  lifetime,  clerk  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Lower  Canada. 

Second,  Janet  ;  married  General  John  Plender- 
leath,  October,  1771 ;  he  died  August  twentieth, 
1818  ;  she  survived  him  and  died  August  eighth, 
1828,  leaving  Janet,  David,  William  S.,  Charles, 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  McCul- 
loch . 

Third,  Harriet  (or  Henrietta)  ;  married  Jona- 
than Sewell,  Chief  Justice  of  Lower  Canada.  Their 
children  were:  1,  William  Smith  Sewell,  in 
his  lifetime  sheriff  of  Quebec  ;  2,  Reverend 
Edmund  Willoughbv  ;  3,  Robert  Shore  Milnes  : 
4,  Henry  D.  ;  5,  James  A.  ;  0,  Alger- 
non R.  ;  7,  Montague  C.  ;  8,  Maria  M., 
married  Henry  Temple  ;  9,  Charlotte  ;  10, 
Frances  G.,  married  Trevor  Davenport  ;  11, 
Eliza  T.,  married  John  Ross. 

Fourth,  Mary  ;  married  Major  General  William 
Doyle,  whose  children  were  :  1,  W.  S.  S 
Doyle ;  2,  James  St.  Clair  Doyle;  3,  Susan 
Prescot  D.,  who  married  Edmund  Hobson. 

The  last  named  William  Smith,  (clerk,  Leg. 
Counc.j)  had,  I  think,  two  sons,  one  of  whom, 
AVrilliain,  was  commissioned    ensign   in   the  sixty- 


6,  Thompson's  Long  Island,  2:  111.  Her  daughter  Anne 
married  Thomas  Ilacket,  the  father  of  James  II.  Ilacket,  the  pop- 
ular actor.     1,  AUleu. 


eighth  regiment  of  foot,  1824;  and  Charles  W. 
Smith.  The  latter  brought  a  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  1852  for  the  partition  among  the  heirs 
of  the  lands  in  the  State  of  New  York  belong- 
ing to  the  estate  of  William  Smith,  the  his- 
torian ;  but  it  being  reported  that  a  partition 
thereof  could  not  be  made  without  great  prejudice 
to  the  owners,  the  same  were  ordered  sold,  and 
they  were  accordingly  sold  in  1854.  Charles  W. 
Smith  is,  if  living,  the  sole  male  representative 
now  of  the  family  of  William  Smith,  the  historian 
of  New  York. 

Before  closing  this  communication,  it  is  proper 
to  state  that  1  am  indebted  for  the  facts  relating 
to  Mr.  Smith,  the  father  of  the  historian,  his  uncle 
and  children,  to  the  Honorable  A.  S.  Johnson,  now 
of  Utica,  New  York,  and  to  the  late  James  Dexter, 
Esquire,  of  Albany,  for  the  papers  in  the  partition 
suit  from  which  the  particulars  of  the  historian's 
family  are  obtained.  The  latter  gentleman  obliged 
me  also  with  a  copy  of  the  historian's  Will,  which 
follows  : 

This  is  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  William 
Smith  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

1  devise  to  John  Plenderleath  Esq.  who  married 
my  daughter  Janet,  all  the  Lands  in  Moore  Town, 
whereof  I  am  legally  seized  ;  to  hold  to  him  in 
fee  simple,  I  having  been  only  his  Trustee,  since 
Lady  Moore  gave  the  order  to  transfer  the  title  to 
him.  I  remitted  to  Mrs.  Plenderleath  out  of  the 
funds  he  left  with  me,  when  he  sailed  from  this 
country  in  1770,  One  thousand  pounds  sterling  to 
pay  Lady  Moore.  And  in  favor  to  my  Daughter 
Janet,  I  devise  the  loss  upon  such  of  the  Bonds 
(by  the  insufficiency  of  the  Debtors  and  the  pay- 
ment of  Continental  paper  money)  as  1  gave  at 
her  marriage,  to  be  born  by  my  whole  Estate  ;  for 
[  intended  she  should  have  Three  thousand 
pounds. 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  wife  Three  thou- 
sand pounds  and  to  each  of  my  other  children 
Three  thousand  pounds. 

All  the  rest  of  my  Estate  real  and  personal  I 
devise  and  bequeath  to  my  wife  and  all  my  chil- 
dren in  five  equal  shares,  except  as  to  my  son 
William  who  shall  draw  a  share  and  a  half.  And 
[  constitute  them  all  to  be  my  Executors  ;  s  they 
arrive  to  full  age.  And  I  will  and  ordain  t  rat  the 
majority  of  age,  including  my  wife,  hold  complete 
power  to  make  partition  of  my  lands  and  to  let 
sell  or  dispose  of  any  part  of  my  estate  at  their 
discretion,  and  this  power  1  give  to  my  wife  alone, 
while  she  remains  my  widow,  and  has  not  a  ma- 
jority of  my  children  of  age  with  her  in  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  or  wherever  else  she  may  be,  count- 
ing herself,  for  this  purpose  as  one.  And  I  consti- 
tute her  to  be  Guardian  to  my  children  in  their 
nonage  under  twenty-one.  she  being  ray  widow  at 
the  same  time.     And  ol  this  Willi  execute  Dunli- 
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cites  in  tatiilem  verbis  this  Bixteenth  day  of  No- 
vember One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

WM  Smith  [l.  s  ] 

Signed  sealed  and  by  Mr  Smith  published  as  his 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us 
who  subscribed  as  Witnesses  in  his  presence, 
and  at  his  request.  Thomas  Smith 

Robert  Whyte 
James  S.  Smith. 
Proved   at   Quebec   before  Judge   Jenkin  Wil- 
liams of  the  Common  Pleas,  30  January  1794. 


CHURCH  MATTERS    IN    MASSACHUSETTS, 

1702-3 

Communicated  by  Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry, 

D.  D.,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Agreeably  to  my  promise  I  have  had  transcribed 
from  the  M.  S.  archives  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
some  notices  of  Church  Matters  in  Massachusetts 
in  1702-3.  They  hardly  require  preface  or  anno- 
tation, and  are  sent  with  a  regret  that  time  will 
not  suffer  me  to  add  many  othe:  interesting  papers 
relating  to  the  same  subject  : — 
Letter  Book  of  Venerable  Society.  Vol  1.  1702. 
Col.  Lewis  Morris  of  East  Jersey  to  Mr  Arch- 
deacon Beveridge.     Extract 

Mr.  Keith  is  very  busy.     The  following  extract 
will  give  your  Reverence  some  account  of  him ,  viz  : 
Boston  27th  July  1702. 

"  I  prevailed  with  Mr  Keith  to  stay  here  til  our 
"  commencement  was  over,  where  the  good  man  met 
"with  very  little  university  Breeding,  and  wi.h  less 
"  learning,  but  nothing  disturbed  him  so  much  as 
"  the  disagreeable  doctrine  he  heard  there  maintain- 
"  ed  the  last  Thesis  disputed  by  the  masters  was. 
"  Immutabilitas  Deere ti  divini  non  tollitLibertatem 
**  craBturi,  the  opponents  urged,  and  both  the  Presi- 
"  dent  Mr  Willard,  and  the  Respondent  assented  to 
"  these  two  following  propositions.  1.  Adami  lap- 
"  sum  videereti  divini  fuissenecessarium.  2.0mne3 
■"actum  liberum  creaturce  Rationalis  determinari 
"  adeo,sic,  utquicquidagatCrajturarationalislibere 
"  id  quog  agat  necessario  ;  and  their  manner  of  ar- 
"  guing  hereupon  did  clearly  evince  their  opinion  to 
« '  be  that  the  bad  as  good  actions  of  men  were  neces- 
"  sarily  determined;  the  day  being  far  spent  was 
"  the  reason  why  Mr  Keith  did  not  publiekly  oppose 
"  them,  but  when  he  returned  to  Boston  he  drew  up 
*'  in  Latin  an  answer  to  the  President's  arguing  of  a 
"  full  sheet  of  Paper  which  is  transcribed  ready  to 
"  be  sent  to  Mr  President  on  Mr.  Keith's  return. 
"  He  went  hence  to  the  Eastward  the  8th  instant  At 
"  Lyn  he  found  a  generall  meeting  of  Quakers  but 
"  tliey  refused  to  hear  him  speak  to  them,  so  that 
"  he  made  no  long  stay  there,  but  went  on  to  Hamp- 
"  ton  where  he  had  severall  discourses  with  Quakers 
"  some  whereof  were  moderate.  On  the  16"'  he  was 
"  at   their  meeting  where    besides  Quakers    were 


"about  100  other  persons,  ho  heard  them  preach 
"  much  false  doctrine,  which  afterwards  he  refuted 
"  very  fully  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  many,  but  the 
"preaching  Quakers  refused  conference  with  him. 
"  The  Sunday  following  he  preached  at  Salisbury 
"  church  by  the  invitation  of  the  minister  and  last 
"  week  went  to  Dover,  and  this  week  we  expect  him 
"  back.  I  have  preached  three  severall  Sundays  at 
"  B ray n tree,  a  town  ten  miles  hence,  where  we  had 
"  the  first  time  about  30,  the  2nd  time  about  50  and 
"  the  3rd  above  GO  hearers ;  above  |-  of  them  were 
"  marry'd  persons  and  of  good  fashion  &  repute  & 
"  well  resolved  to  encourage  a  church  of  England 
"  ministry." 

Reverend  Sir.  You'll  I  hope  parlon  me  for 
trespassing  so  long  on  your  patience.  I  intreat 
your  Interest  in  sending  good  ministers  into  Amer- 
ica ;  but  more  especially  to  East  Jersey  which 
wants  very  much,  the  whole  province  not  hav- 
ing one  of  the  church,  many  Dissenters  of  all  sorts, 
but  the  Greatest  parts  generally  speaking  cannot 
with  truth  be  called  christians.  Braintry  should  be 
minded;  it  is  in  the  heart  of  New  England  and  a 
learned  and  sober  man  would  do  great  good, 
and  encourage  the  other  towns  to  desire  the  like. 
If  the  church  can  be  settled  in  New  England  it 
pulls  up  sehisme  in  America  by  the  roots,  that  be- 
ing the  fountain  that  supplyes  with  infectious 
streams  the  rest  of  America. 

Reverend  Sir 
Your  affectionate  Friend  &  Servant 
L.  Morris 

Mr.  Brown  to  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

S  yanzey  23rd  Feby  1703 
May  it  please  your  Grace. 

Having  formerly  sent  a  petition  for  a  minister 
for  our  town  of  Swanzey,  and  desired  such  main- 
tenance for  him  as  might  be  comfortable  &  encour- 
aging circumstances  being  such  as  at  present  we 
are  not  able  to  do  anything  considerable  that  way 
and  having  now  an  opportunity  by  Mr.  Barklay  1 
do  in  all  humility  request  that  we  may  be  supply- 
ed  as  noon  as  conveniently  may  be. 

Mr.  Myles  of  Boston  has  been  very  diligent  and 
much  concerned  for  our  good  Settlement  and  to 
inform  our  people  in  the  Way  of  the  church  has 
not  only  several  times  preached  among  us,  but  put 
such  Books  as  Bishop  King,  and  Dr.  Beveridge'a 
usefulness  of  the  common  Prayer,  &e.  into  the  hands 
of  the  people  in  our  Town,  and  having  sent  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  Books  to  me  I  Lent  them 
severally  according  to  his  direction  and  my  direc- 
tion so  that  many  among  us  are  better  informed 
than  formerly  by  Mr.  Myles'  assistance  who  has 
likewise  been  unwearied  in  his  endeavours  for  the 
good  of  the  people  in  severall  towns  ;  and  being 
of  a  kind  and  condescending  temper  is  ready  to 
embrace  all  occasions  that  may  present  to  oblidge 
people  and  lias  this  advantage  to  recommend  him 
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above  some  others,  that  he  lifts  never  been  under 
the  imputation  of  any  scandal  in  the  country  (I 
have  known  him  from  his  childhood)  And  now  if  it 
may  please  your  Grace  since  by  « hat  hath  been 
already  done  we  are  in  so  good  a  forwardness  to- 
wards a  settlement  1  humbly  desire  your  Grace's 
fatherly  care  and  concern  for  us  as  shall  be  thought 
best  and  fittest.  This  together  with  the  tender  of 
my  duty  and  thanks  for  the  Bible  and  prayer  Booh 
sent  us  is  what  is  offered  by 
Y  our  Grace'a 

Most  Humble  Servant 

John  Brows 

The  Governor'  of  New  England  and  other  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church  at  Boston  to  his  grace  the 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury . 

Boston  23rd  December  1703. 
May  it  please  Your  Grace. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Bridge  one  of  the  ministers 
of  our  congregation  who  hath  faithfully  served  his 
cure  and  station  among  us  hits  obtained  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  Reverend  Mr,  Mylea  and  the  vestry  to 
take  a  voyage  into  England  to  wait  on  your  Grace 
and  we  should  be  wanting  to  our  duty  to  Religion 
and  to  him  if  we  should  not  recommend  him  to 
your  Grace's  favour  having  in  all  things  in  his 
doctrine  and  manners  been  an  honor  to  the 
church,  Our  hopes  are  by  your  Grace's  favour  to 
him  and  ourselves  that  your  Grace  will  obtain  for 
him  a  good  establishment  of  his  maintenance 
here.  Mr.  Myles  we  hope  will  be  well  supported 
by  the  Contribution  and  if  Mr.  Bridge  by  the 
Queen's  Bounty  might  be  well  assured  of  his  sup-5 
port  they  would  with  great  honour  carry  on  the 
service  here. 

We  have  further  to  pray  of  your  Grace  that 
since  our  congregation  ia  increased,  in  number 
(though  not  so  much  in  estate)  that  our  church  is 
tjo  little  for  us  we  may  obtain  assistance  for  build- 
ing a  new  one,  The  French  Congregation  here 
have  no  convenient  place  to  meet  in  and  if  we 
might  be  assisted  with  what  may  be  necessary  for 
a  Lew  Stone  Church  ours  would  be  of  convenient 
use  for  them. 

In  all  other  thinga  relating  to  an  account  of  our 
Present  State  we  humbly  refer  your  Grace  to  his 
attendance  And  we  humbly  ask  your  Grace'o  Fa- 
tour  for  him  and  f«  ourselves  and  are 
my  Lord 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient  Servants 
J.  Nelson  J.  Dudley 

Tuo,  Newton  Povey 

Fra.  Foxcroft  East  ArTiioRr 

J.  ElYde  VVm.  Tailer 

Cyprian  Soutiiack         Joiin  Indecott 
Gyles  Dyer  Tiio  :  Creese 

George  Turfrey 

Lancelot  Lake 

John  Coke 


PORTRAITS,  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  REM- 
INISCENCES, 
By  Sa«leL  G,  Drake,  Esquire. 

The  Question  used  to  be  sometimes  asked — "  le* 
"  there  a  Portrait  of  Roger  Williams?"'  The  iiw 
quiry  at  length  became  frequent,  and  amateurs  in 
the  fine  art  lino  began  to  Watch  auction  sales 
whenever  old  oil  paintings  were  advertised  to  be 
sold.  The  inquiry  maty  have  originated  in  Rhode 
Island,  The  writer  though  not  a  Rhode  Islander — 
some  thirty-five  years  ago,  was  among  the  inqui- 
rers. He,  on  one  occasion,  applied  to  an  intelli- 
gent auctioneer  in  Providence,  if  he  remembered 
ever  to  hate  sold  any  old  paintings  of  portraits, 
without  names,  apparently  of  the  period  in  which 
Roger  Williams  lived.  He  replied  that  he  did  not 
think  he  had,  but  that  he  had  sold  many  guns 
that  belonged  to  King  Philip, and  furniture  enough 
that  came  over  in  the  Mayflower  to  freight  a  first 
class  man  of  war!  Some  relief  was  felt  to  think 
he  had  not  sold  scores  of  the  desired  portrait. 

About  this  period,  that  is,  some  thirty  years 
since,  the  writer  was  told  by  a  gentleman  in  the 
same  town  of  Providence — not  by  the  auctioneer — ■ 
that  there  did  exist  a  portrait  of  Roger  Williams, 
and  that  it  was  owned  by  a  gentleman  in  New 
York.  It  nmy  as  well  be  mentioned  here,  that  the 
original  inquiry  was  suggested  to  the  writer,  on  his 
noticing  what  purported  to  be  a  portrait  of  Roger 
Williams,  on  the  bills  of  the  Roger  Williams  bank 
of  Providence.  This  portrait  turned  out  to  be  im- 
aginary aa  he  supposed  it  would,  and  he  rather  ex- 
pected that  the  one  discovered  in  New  York  mighl 
prove  to  be  somewhat  of  the  same  character. 

For  a  good  many  years  previous  to  the  period 
under  consideration,  the  writer  had  been  a  con- 
siderable of  a  collector  of  American  portraits;  or, 
rather,  of  all  portraits  which  would  in  any  way 
illustrate  American  history.  In  making  such  a 
collection  one  could  hardly  fail  of  meeting  occa- 
sionally with  familiar  faces  over  the  same  name; 
showing  that  two  or  more  individuals  must  have 
looked  so  much  alike  that  a  painting  of  one  of 
them  Was  quite  enough  to  perpetuate  the  counte 
nances  of  certain  others,  With  a  limited  amount 
of  this  kind  of  knowledge  in  his  head,  and  a  strong 
desire  to  possess  a  portrait  of  one  of  the  greatest 
men  that  ever  lived,  the  writer  was  determined  to 
hunt  up  the  gentleman  in  New  York  said  to  b« 
possessed  of  one  of  the  desired  portraits.  Hie 
name  he  learned  was  Daniel  L.  Jones.  With  this 
clue,  and  a  tolerable  share  of  perseverance  New 
lork  was  reached,  and  a  search  was  instituted  for 
the  headquarters  of  Mr.  Jones. 

With  some  little  difficulty,  and  "  weariness  ef 
•'  lower  extremities, "  on  the  twenty-second  of  Oc- 
tober, 1844,  the  business"  place  of  Mr.  Jones  was 
found.  His  occupation  was  apparently  that  of  a 
plumber,     He  said  he  came  from  Wales,  and  w»# 
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engaged  in  publishing  a  periodical  in  the  Welsh 
language.  It  was  in  the  octavo  form,  and  thus 
far  he  had  issued  but  a  few  numbers — how  many, 
and  the  number  of  pages,  is  not  remembered. 
Taking  the  applicant  for  a  customer,  the  work  was 
exhibited  to  him,  In  one  of  the  numbers  was  the 
long  sought  for  portrait  of  Roger  Williams.  It 
was  a  head  in  stipple,  without  any  ornamental 
surrounding;  on  the  whole,  a  very  cheap  affair, 
for  so  distinguished  a  subject.  On  a  remark  to 
that  effect  by  the  anxious  visitor,  Mr.  Jones  ex- 
cused himself  by  saying,  that  in  due  time  he  would 
have  another  engraved  worthy  of  the  original ; 
that  the  present  one  was  hurriedly  done  for  an 
emergency. 

When  Mr.  Jones's  visitor  (the  writer  hereof,  of 
course,)  inquired  respecting  the  original  painting, 
he  (the  inquirer)  thought  he  observed  somewhat 
of  uneasiness  in  Mr.  Jones's  manner.  However, 
this  might  have  been  a  small  draft  upon  the  imag- 
ination of  the  visitor,  and  Mr.  Jones  may  not  have 
betrayed  anything  of  the  kind.  Nevertheless  a 
tolerably  prompt  answer  from  Mr.  Jones  was,  that 
the  painting  was  in  his  possession.  In  answer  to 
the  question  as  to  how  it  came  into  his  possession, 
he  said  it  was  once  the  property  of  the  Duke  of 
York  ;  that  it,  with  another  about  as  old,  wassold 
at  an  auction  hi  New  York,  at  which,  being  pres 
ent,  he  purchased  both.  On  the  back  of  one  was 
written  the  name  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  on  the 
other,  Roger  Williams.  This  seemed  to  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  Mr.  Jones,  but  not  entirely 
so  to  his  visitor.  The  latter  imagined  that  a  por- 
trait very  similar  to  the  engraving  exhibited  in  the 
periodical,  was  already  in  hiscollection  of  engraved 
heads.  This  threw  a  spray  of  suspicion  over  his 
mind  regarding  the  reality  of  the  great  discovery; 
yet  he  endeavored  that  Mr.  Jones  should  not  be 
aware  of  any  suspicion. 

Having  made  a  purchase  of  a  few  of  the  numbers 
of  Mr.  Jones's  periodical  containing  the  portrait, 
the  visitor,  in  the  politest  manner  he  could  put  on, 
begged  the  priville>:;e  of  seeing  the  original  paint- 
ing. Mr.  Jones  replied  that  it  was  in  a  very  shat- 
tered condition  ;  that  it  was  not  then  convenient 
for  him  to  go  to  the  place  where  the  painting  was 
stored,  but  that  he  should  see  it  at  a  future  time. 
Visitor  said  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  city  in  two 
or  three  days,  and  hoped  to  be  allowed  to  see  it 
before  leaving.  Mr.  Jones  said  "  certainly,"  and 
agreeably  to  request,  appointed  the  hour  for  visitor 
to  call. 

Appearances  now  looked  promising,  and  the 
anxious  applicant  felt  almost  sure  of  seeing  a  por- 
trait painted  by  an  "  Old  Master,"  of  somebody; 
yet  he  did  not  feel  quite  so  confidant  of  seeing  a 
painting  of  Rojrer  Williams;  so  he  was  promptly 
on  time  at  the  place  appointed  ;  but  the  other  par- 
ty was  not,  ai  a  he  waited  with  much  patience  the 
first  half  hour  beyond  the  time  set.     The  next  half 


hour  passed,  and  no  Mr.  Jones.  No  one  about  the 
place  seemed  to  know  or  care  where  Mr.  Jones  was. 
Meantime  some  confused  ideas  drifted  around  the 
brain  of  the  party  in  waiting — as,  what  Duke  of 
York  it  was  that  could  have  wanted  portraits  of 
such  disturbers  of  royalty  as  those  in  question? 
Whether  a  Duke  of  York  would  have  preserved 
pictures  of  those  men,  unless  painted  with  a  rope 
round  their  necks?  and  a  variety  of  other  equally 
interesting  conjectures.  With  those  and  others 
similar,  however,  an  hour  was  worried  away,  and 
no  Mr.  Jones.  Another  call,  at  a  later  hour,  was 
equally  satisfactory.  Mr.  Jones  and  his  paintings 
were  finally  abandoned,  and  nothing  has  been 
heard  from  either  of  them  through  all  the  twenty- 
six  years  which  have  intervened. 

It  now  remains  only  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
success  of  Mr.  Jones's  shallow  hoax,  or  rather, 
fraud.  It  seems  to  have  been  hatched  in  his  brain 
in  this  way  :  In  1830,  Mr.  John  F.  Watson  pub- 
lished the  Annals  of  Philadelphia.  In  that  work 
he  had  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Franklin.  This  was  in- 
disputably the  portrait  used  by  Mr.  Jones.  Wheth- 
er he  had  the  same  plate  from  which  Mr.  Watson 
took  his  impressions,  or  whether  he  had  a  copy 
made  from  it,  is  immaterial,  as  the  portraits  are  of 
the  same  person.  It  is  called  a  shallow  hcax.  It 
was  more  than  that.  It  was  an  egregiously  stu- 
pid one.  He  could  not  have  made  a  better  choice 
to  ensure  a  speedy  detection,  unless  he  had  taken 
one  of  George  Washington  himself.  Had  Mr. 
Jones  taken  a  copy  of  some  old  English,  French, 
or  Dutch  portrait  of  which  there  were  hundreds, 
if  not  thousands,  within  reach,  he  might  have 
stood  a  small  chance  of  eluding  detection  for  a  rea- 
sonable length  of  time;  but  as  it  is,  or  as  it  was, 
he  seemed  to  have  escaped  detection,  or  rather  es- 
caped being  exposed,  until  after  Mr.  Jared  Sparks 
had  published  Mr.  Gammell's*  life  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, in  his  American  Biography,  in  1845. 

The  writer  of  this  article,  although  he  had  sat- 
isfactorily (to  himself)  exposed  the  fraud,  and  was 
not  for  a  moment  deceived  by  it,  did  not  deem  it 
of  sufficient  importance  to  publish  anything  about 
it ,  presuming  everybody  might  and  ought  to  know 
Ben.  Franklin  as  well  as  himself.  Nevertheless,  as 
numerous  copies  of  Mr.  Sparks's  volume  have  gone 
abroad,  and  are  doubtless  being  read  by  a  new  gen- 
eration who  have  no  means  of  detecting  this  and 
similar  outrages,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
an  account  of  it  should  be  published  in  soi'.^e  per- 
manent work,  that  it  may  6erve  as  a  caution  to 
those  interested  in  such  matters,  who  do  not  wish 
to  be  deceived. 

Mr.  Sparks,  and  doubtless  those  connected  with 


*In  the  well  printed  catalogue  of  the  Massaohusetts  Historical 
Society,  one  misiht  not  very  unreasonably  expect  to  find,  uud>  r 
the  Name  of  William  Gammell,  the  Life  of  Roger  Williams,  cred- 
ited to  him  as  its  author  ;  but  it  is  not,  nor  is  Mr.  Gammell  cred  ■ 
ited  with  it  anywhere  in  that  catalogue,  as  far  as  the  writer  c;.n 
discover. 
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him  in  the  production  of  his  work,  had  no  suspic- 
ion that  they  were  imposing  upon  the  public ;  yet 
it  is  almost  a  marvel,  that  men  who  from  their 
boyhood,  must  have  been  as  familiar  with  the  fea- 
tures of  Franklin  as  with  those  of  their  own  fath- 
ers, should  have  copied  the  Welshman's  hoax  with- 
out a  question.  It  is  due  however  to  the  memory 
of  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Sp>rks,  to  state  that  as  soon 
as  he  heard  of  the  imposition,  he  suffered  no  more 
copies  of  his  Life  of  Williams  to  go  out  with  a  por- 
portrait  of  Franklin  in  them. 

But  the  parties  just  mentioned  were  not  theouly 
ones  taken  in  by  the  stupid  hoax  of  Mr.  Jones. 
The  reader  may  see  an  amusing  example  on  refer- 
ring to  Dr.  David  Benedict's  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists, published  in  a  valuable  and  stately  volume, 
in  1848.  Soon  after  its  publication,  the  writer 
saw  that  its  publishers  had  been  taken  in,  in  the 
manner  already  described,  but  with  this  difference  ; 
these  publishers  had  thrown  Mr.  Jones  far  into  the 
back  ground,  in  that  they  had  produced,  so  far  as 
elaboration  in  ornament  was  concerned,  a  picture 
worthy  of  the  subject.  A  fine  large  steel  engrav- 
ing, done  with  an  evident  intention  that  its  pater- 
nity should  not  be  discovered  ;  but  it  was  a  fail- 
ure. No  one  familiar  with  the  face  of  Franklin, 
as  portrayed  everywhere,  could  help  seeing  through 
the  thin  disguise.  The  publishers,  on  being  in- 
formed respecting  the  origin  of  their  engraving, 
did  not  receive  the  information  in  a  kindly  spirit ; 
at  the  same  time  asserting  their  belief  in  its  gen- 
uineness in  positive  terms,  that  their  picture  was 
a  copy  of  a  real  portrait  of  Roger  Williams.  Their 
informant  left  them  in  their  infidelity,  and  they 
may  have  died  in  it,  from  anything  that  has  s'nce 
come  to  his  knowledge  to  the  contrary. 

There  was  another  hoax  played  off  in  the  por- 
trait line,  which,  so  far  as  he  knows,  went  unde- 
tected many  years.  This  was  perpetrated  about 
the  year  1772,  and  the  subject  was  Colonel  Benja- 
min Church — more  extensively  known  now  than 
when  he  hunted  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Cod  and  along  the  coast  of  Maine.  The  Colonel 
lived  in  Little  Compton,  after  his  warlike  services 
were  over,  and  those  services  were  fast  fading  out 
of  the  memories  of  those  cognizant  of  them,  and 
new  performers  of  exploits  and  daring  adventures 
were  occupying  the  minds  of  a  new  generation  ; 
but  the  near  friends  of  the  Colonel  felt  that  justice 
had  never  been  done  him  by  the  country,  and  they 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  write  an  account  of  his 
campaigns.  But  the  Colonel  was  no  writer,  and 
appears  to  have  made  no  note  of  the  dates  of  the 
thrilling  events  and  scenes  which  he  had  passed 
through.  However,  he  had  a  son  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  father's  strong  memory,  undertook 
the  task  of  compiling  the  wished-for  memoir.  This 
he  accomplished,  and  it  was  printed  in  the  year 
1716.  In  this  work  there  is  no  indication  that 
there  ever  was  a  portrait  made  of  the  old  warrior. 


From  the  time  of  this  publication  to  the  year  1772, 
nothing  is  discovered  to  show  that  there  ever  was 
a  portrait  of  the  subject  of  the  Memoir.  He  had 
now  been  deal  above  half  a  century.  Some  of 
the  good  people  of  Newport,  whose  immediate 
ancestei-H  were  well  acquainted  with  Colonel  Church, 
and  had  given  protection  to  his  family  when  they 
fled  to  the  Island  from  King  Pbilin'a  marauding 
bands  of  savages,  began  to  think,  probably,  that 
it  was  matter  of  reproach  to  let  the  memory  of 
such  a  man  fade  out  entirely.  The  result  of  re- 
flections of  this  natuie,  doubtless,  caused  a  new 
edition  of  the  Memoirs  to  be  undertaken.  The 
editor  of  this  edition  was  Mr.  Ezra  Stiles,  since  so 
well  known  in  the  literary  world,  as  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
&c,  &c.  He  was  at  that  period  under  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  :  and  although  his  name  does  not  ap- 
pear as  editor,  original  papers  in  the  writer's  pos- 
session show  such  to  be  the  fact.  Hence  the  edi- 
tion of  1772  has  been  called  Dr.  Stilcs's  edition. 
With  this  edition  appeared  two  portraits:  one  of 
Colonel  Church,  and  the  other  of  King  Philip. 
The  genuineness  of  the  former  has  been  questioned 
of  late  years,  while  that  of  the  latter  has  been  al- 
lowed to  stand  on  its  own  merits.  That  is  to  say, 
there  has  been  little  or  no  question  about  it ;  for 
the  reason  that  a  pretty  respectable  looking  Indian 
could  have  been  made  up  from  the  costume  of  that 
chief  then  said  to  have  been  owned  by  a  family  not 
far  from  Newport.  Not  so  with  the  other  ;  for  it 
has  never  been  pretended  that  even  the  old  regi- 
mentals of  the  Colonel  had  been  preserved.  How- 
ever, as  has  been  mentioned,  the  Memoirs  of  1772 
appeared  with  two  portraits.  It  was  known  from 
authentic  sources  that  the  Colonel  was  a  very  fleshy 
and  heavy  man.  This  personal  appearance  was 
also  apparent  from  the  portrait  in  question  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance corroberativc  of  its  claim  to  genuine- 
ness, had  such  claim  ever  been  questioned.  Indeed, 
so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  such  question  was  not 
raised  for  fifty  years  after  its  appearance  in  Dr. 
Stiles's  edition  of  the  Memoirs.  If  questioned  by 
anybody,  it  never  reached  the  ear  of  the  writer. 
It  appears  without  any  engraver's  name,  a  rather 
coarse  etching,  yet  portraying  an  honest  and  reso- 
lute countenance,  well  known  to  be  characteristics 
of  Colonel  Church.  His  hair  in  front  was  cut 
6hort,  and  a  large  powderhorn  appears  under  his 
right  arm.  In  fact,  there  is  nothing  to  excite  sus- 
picion that  a  portrait  of  another  person  had  been 
palmed  off  for  that  of  the  Colonel.  It  was  really 
in  keeping  with  the  well  known  circumstances. 

Thus  matters  stood  about  the  end  of  a  century 
after  the  death  of  the  celebrated  warrior.  A  very 
few  years  later,  the  writer,  then  quite  a  young 
man,  was  acquainting  himself  witli  matters  of 
this  sort,  especially  with  those  of  Philip's  war.  In 
his  rambles  he  met  with  a  copy  of  the  Memoirs 
just  described,  in  the  perusal  of  which  his  surprise 
was  excited,  that  for  above  fifty  years  no  new  edi- 
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tion  of  the  work  had  appeared  ;  and  "  to  make  a 
•'  long  story  short,"  he  resolved  to  become  a  pul>^ 
Usher,  so  tar  at  least  as  to  republish  the  Memoirs 
of"  Colonel  Church.  Accordingly .  he  took  a  copy 
to  an  engraver  in  Providence,  to  bargain  with  him 
to  copy  both  portraits  upon  copper.  The  engrav- 
er, though  he  did  not  object  to  a  job,  objected  to 
engraving  such  as  he  called  them, — "horrid  look- 
"frig  things,"  and  proposed  to  make  some  more 
suitable  pictures  from  drawings  which  he  would 
furnish.  Finally,  the  new  publisher,  with  some 
misgivings,  put  the  matter  into  the  engraver's 
hands,  and  the  result  was  a  figure,  which,  but  for 
the  name  "  King  Philip"  under  it,  might  have 
been  taken  for  a  cross  between  a  Mexican  and  a 
Laplander,  or  any  hybrid  whatever  ;  and  with  this 
illustration — for  he  did  not  copy  the  Colonel — ap- 
peared the  edition  of  Colonel  Church's  Memoirs 
of  1825. 

This  first  attempt  at  publication  was  very  un- 
satisfactory to  the  publisher}  and  he  soon  resolved 
to  bring  out  another  edition  with  the  original  por- 
traits, according  to  his  first  intention.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  resolution,  another  edition  was  issued 
early  in  1827,  with  genuine  copies  of  the  portraits 
of  1772.  Succeeding  editions  were  issued  until 
the  copper-plate  portraits  were  worn  out  and  ceas- 
ed to  be  used,  about  1830.  But  the  writer's  inter- 
est having  ceased  in  the  work  in  1828,  he  did  not 
"  keep  the  run"  of  it  after  that  year.  In  all  the 
time  of  his  intercut  in  it,  and  many  years  later, 
no  person;  to  his  knowledge,  ever  raised  a  question 
as  to  the  reality  of  the  portrait  of  Colonel  Church. 
The  publisher  for  a  number  of  years  supposed  it 
genuine,  and  though  he  inquired  for  the  original 
painting,  as  he  had  opportunity,  no  one  could  en 
lighten  him,  and  the  inquiry  was  generally  treat- 
ed as  an  idle  one,  and  as  being  made  by  an  individ- 
ual in  rather  small  business. 

In  the  meantime,  whenever  the  eye  of  the  pub- 
lisher accidentally  fell  on  the  portrait  of  Charles 
Churchill,  the  p.>et,  it  struck  him  very  forcibly 
that  the  poet  must  have  been  Colonol  Church,  or 
Colonel  Church  the  poet,  bating  the  powderhorn. 
On  mentioning  the  singular  fact  to  friends,  their 
Visions  became  equally  strangely  affected  ;  and  it 
is  believed  that  some  one  of  them  published  some 
thing  respecting  the  discovery.  However  this  may 
have  been,  if  the  publisher  of  the  edition  of  the 
Memoirs  of  1827  was  hoaxed,  he  was  tht,  first  to 
discover  and  acknowledge  it. 

Other  cases  might  he  mentioned,  and  examples 
given,  but  time  and  space  cannot  be  allowed,  and 
allusion  will  be  made  only  to  one  or  two  more. 
Some  twenty  five  years  ago,  perhaps  more,  there 
nppeared  a  new  edition  of  the  life  of  the  once 
noted  Stephen  Burroughs,  "written  by  himself." 
The  original  edition,  it  was  Well  known,  had  no 
portrait  of  the  old  thief,  and  it  is  almost  certain 
there  never  was  any.     This  misfortune  the  pub- 


lisher of  the  new  cditisn  resolved  to  remedy.  He 
did  not  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  copying 
an  old  portrait,  as  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  find 
tin  old  copper  plate — rather  the  worse  for  wear  it  is 
true — of  President  James  Monroe.  On  this  plate 
the  name  of  Stephen  Burroughs  was  engraved  in 
place  of  that  of  James  Monroe ;  and  the  plate  so 
altered  has  passed  current  as  the  portrait  of  Bur- 
roughs to  this  day. 

How  many  names  have  been  honored  by  a  fancy 
portrait  of  Eliza  Wharton,  there  is  probably  no 
meanB  of  knowing  at  this  time,  nor  is  it  of  import- 
ance enough  to  bring  an  inquiry  to  bear  upon  it. 
At  all  events,  the  trarsformationa  in  this  case  are 
quite  harmless.  They  relieve  the  eye  of  some 
reader,  perhaps,  in  the  same  way  the  portraits 
possibly  may,  inserted  in  a  modern  Dictionary  of 
Quotations.  Those  worn  out  beauties  may  cau68 
tne  individual,  searching  for  a  sentiment,  to  forget 
the  object  he  or  she  had  in  view  on  opening  the 
volume.  No  other  harm  can  come,  it  is  imagined, 
from  the  use  of  such  useless  illustrations. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMEkY  AND  AARON 
BURR. 

By  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Esquire. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Historical  Magazine  :  In 
Mr.  Parton's  Life  of  Aaron  Burr  is  given  a  glow- 
ing account  of  the  exploits  of  that  distinguished 
American  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  General 
Montgomery  at  Quebec,  at  the  close  of  1775.  He 
is  represented  as  the  General's  Aid-de-camp,  and 
marching  by  his  side,  when,  at  the  head  of  hia 
troops,  he  approached  the  masked  battery  at  the 
foot  of  Cape  Diamond,  where  the  leader  was  shot 
dead. 

"  At  that  critical  time,"  says  the  biographer, 
"  when  all  but  the  stanchest  hearts  gave  way, 
'■  Burr  was  as  cool,  as  determined,  as  eager  to  go 
"  forward,  as  at  the  most  exultant  moment  of  ad- 
"  vance."'  In  support  of  this  assertion  he  quotes 
"  the  words  of  Captain  Richard  Piatt,  who  coin- 
"  manded  a  New  York  company,  and  said  :  "  Burr 
"  animated  the  troops,  and  made  many  efforts  to 
"  lead  them  on,  and  stimulate  them  to  enter  the 
"  lower  town  ;  and  might  have  succeeded  but  for 
"  the  positive  order  of  the  commanding  officer  for  the 
"  troops  to  retreat."  Then  follows  a  picturesque 
description  of  the  bearing  away  of  Montgomery's 
body,  by  Burr.  "The  faithful  aide,"  says  the 
biographer,  "  a  boy  in  stature,  exerting  all  his 
"  strength,  lifted  the  General's  superbly  proportion- 
"  ed  body  upon  his  shoulders,  and  ran  with  it  down 
"  the  gorge,  up  to  his  knees  in  snow,  the  enemy  on- 
"  ly  forty  paces  behind  him." 

This  narrative  is  founded  upon  the  evidently 
erroneous  impressions  and  vague  recollections  of  a 
chaplain,  and  a   misapprehension  of  the  true  ap- 
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plication  of  the  words  of  Captain  Piatt 'a  testi- 
mony. I  think  Mr.  Burr  was  not  with  Mont- 
gomery on  the  St.  Lawrence  side  of  the  city,  at 
the  time  in  question,  but  with  Arnold  on  the  St. 
Charles  side,  at  least  half  a  mile  distant  from  the 
place  where  Montgomery  fell.  If  bo,  the  whole 
etory  is  necessarily  apocryphal. 

Montgomery  had  planned  a  simultaneous  attack 
upon  the  Upper  and  Lower  town.  Captain  Burr 
was  then  a  member  of  his  military  family.  Eager 
for  renown,  he  had  sought  and  obtained  permis- 
sion to  lead  a  forlorn  hope  in  scaling  Cape  Dia- 
mond Bastion,  a  part  of  the  fortifications  of  the 
Upper  Town.  Circumstances  caused  a  change  in 
the  plan  of  attack,  and  Burr  was  with  Arnold  and 
not  with  Montgomery,  at  the  time  of  the  final  as- 
sault. 

An  autograph  letter  of  General  Arnold  at  Que- 
bec to  General  Wooster  at  Montreal,  now  before 
me,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  is  my 
warrant  for  saying  that  Burr  was  with  Arnold  at 
the  time  of  Montgomery's  death  : 

"  General  Hospital,  Decr  31"  1775. 
"  Dear  Sir  : 

"  I  make  no  doubt  but  General  Montgomery 
"  acquainted  you  with  his  intention  of  storming 
"  Quebec  as  soon  as  a  good  opportunity  offered. 
"  As  we  had  several  men  deserted  from  us  a  few 
"  days  past,  the  General  was  induced  to  alter  his 
"  Plan,  which  was  to  have  attacked  the  upper 
"  and  lower  Town  at  the  same  time.  He  thought 
"  it  most  prudent  to  make  tvvo  different  attacks 
"  npon  the  Lower  Town,  the  one  at  Cape  Dia- 
"  mond,  the  other  through  St.  Rocks.  For  the 
"  last  attack  I  was  ordered  with  my  own  Detach- 
"  ment  and  Cant.  Lamb's  Company  of  Artillery. 
'•  At  five  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the  at- 
"  tack,  a  false  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  up- 
"  on  the  upper  Town.  We  accordingly  began  our 
"  march.  I  passed  through  St.  Rocks,  and  ap- 
"  proached  near  a  two  Gun  Battery,  picketted  in 
"  without  being  discovered,  which  we  attacked. 
"  It  was  bravely  defended  for  about  an  hour,  but 
"  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men,  we  carried  it. 
"  In  the  attack  1  was  shot  through  the  leg  and 
"  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  Hospital,  where 
"  I  soon  heard  the  disagreeable  News  that  the 
"  General  was  defoated  at  Cape  Diamond,  Him- 
s%  self,  Cap"  M'Pherson,  his  aide-de-camp,  and 
"  Cap"  Cbeeseman  killed  on  the  spot  with  a  num- 
"  ber  of  others  not  known. 

"  After  gaining  the  Battery  my  Detachment 
"  pushed  on  to  a  second  Barrier,  which  they  took 
"  possession  of;  at  the  same  time  the  Enemy 
"  sallied  out  from  Palace  Gate,  and  attacked  them 
•■*  in  the  rear.  A  Field  Piece  which  the  rough- 
"  ness  of  the  road  would  not  permit  our  catrying 
"  on,  fell  into  the  Enemy's  hands,  with  a  number 
"  of  Prisoners.  The  last  accounts  from  my  De- 
"  tachment  about  ten  minutes  since,  they  were 
Hist.  Mao.      Vol.  IV.  18. 


'  pushing  for  the  lower  Town.  Their  communi- 
'  cation  with  me  was  cut  off.  I  am  exceedino-lv 
'  apprehensive  what  the  event  will  be.  Tbej 
'  will  either  carry  the  lower  Town,  be  made 
'  Prisoners,  or  cut  to  pieces.  I  thought  proper 
'  to  send  an  Express  to  let  you  know  the  critical 
'  situation  we  are  in,  and  make  no  doubt  you 
'  will  give  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power. 
'  "  As  I  am  not  able  to  act,  I  gliall  give  up  the 
'  command  to  Col.  Campbell.  I  beg  you  will 
'  immediately  sand  express  to  the  Hon'1'  Conti- 
'  nental  Congress  and  his  Excellency,  General 
'  Washington. 

"  The  loss  of  my  Detachment  before  I  left  it, 
'  was  about  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded. 
*  Among  the  latter  is  Maj1  Ogden,  who.  with 
'  Cap"  Oswald,  Cap"  Burr  and  the  other  Yulun- 
1  teers,  behaved  extremely  well.  I  have  only 
'  time  to  add  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  es- 
'  teem, 

"  Your  most  obed' 

"  &  very  hble  serv' 

"  B.  Arnold/' 
The  officers  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph  of 
Arnold's  letter  were  Matthias  Ogden,  Eleazar  Os- 
wald, and  Aaron  Burr.  The  first  named  w«s 
Burr's  college  mate  and  warm  personal  friend. 
They  had  suffered  together  in  the  late  marvellous 
expedition  into  Canada,  under  Arnold,  by  way  of 
the  Kennebeck  and  Chaudiere  rivers.  Oswald 
was  Arnold's  Secretary  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
on  Quebec. 


REVEREND  JONATHAN  FISHER,  OF  BLUE 
HILL,  MAINE. 

Read  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  England  His- 
toric Genealogical  Society,  April  7,  1SG7,  B7 
William  Reed  Deane,  Esquire. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Fisher  was  the  son  of  Jonathan 
Fisher  of  New  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  a  descen- 
dant of  Anthony  Fisher,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Dedlinm  in  1647.  His  mother  was 
Katharine  Avery,  daughter  of  Deacon  William 
Avery  of  Dedham  and  sister  of  the  late  well  re- 
membered Doctor  Jonathan  Avery  of  the  same 
town. 

Mr.  Fisher's  father,  who  died  when  his  son 
Jonathan  was  eight  years  of  age,  was  a  man  of 
great  christian  worth,  and  bis  mother  was  a  woman 
of  excellent  sense  and  of  an  eminently  devotional 
and  benevolent  spirit,  a  strong  minded  woman  of 
the  old  school,  a  gveat  reader  of  solid  reading  and 
one  who  remembered  all  she  read.  When  a  boy 
he  manifested  a  great  desire  for  knowledge,  par- 
ticularly of  the  ancient  languages — excited  bv  his 
finding  a  few  Greek  words  in  a  book,  that  belong- 
ed to  his  mother.  From  ten  to  fifteen  years  of 
age  his  school  instruction  amounted  to  but  four  or 
five  weeks  each  vear.     At  fifteen  he  undertook  the 
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study  of  Latin,  but  as  he  saw  no  prospect  of  ob- 
taining a  liberal  education,  he  determined  to  de- 
tote  himself  to  some  mechanical  trade,  as  he  had 
also  a  genius  and  taste  for  mechanical  and  mathe- 
matical pursuits.  His  mother,-  however,  influenced 
him  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  study  with  his  un- 
cle, Rev.  Joseph  Avery  ofHolden,  and  eventually 
he  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1792.  The  good 
mother's  influence,  so  often  ehoWn  by  history  in 
moulding  and  directing  the  character  of  her  ehil 
dren,  was  here  very  manifest.  Rev.  John  Pipon, 
the  minister  of  Taunton,  who  died  some  thirty  or 
forty  years  since,  used  to  read  the  filth  command- 
mint,  "Honor  thy  father  and  thy  Mother." 
Jonathan  honored  and  minded  his  mother,  as  did 
another  Jonathan  of  olden  time.  Jonathan  Har- 
rington of  Lexington,  who  died  a  few  years  since, 
(the  last  survivor,  1  believe'  of  the  heroes  who 
took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  our  Revolution,) 
then  a  bo}',  was  called  up  io  the  early  dawn  of 
the  morning  by  his  mother,  when  Colonel  Rcvere's 
ride  had  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  "Jonathan,  Jonathan,"  were  the 
words  of  the  mother,  "  get  up;  the  British  are 
coming  and  something  must  be  done."  Jonathan 
did  get  up  and  something  was  done.  So  did 
Jonathan  Fisher,  at  his  mother's  bidding. 

About  the  close  of  the  year  1787,  the  year  pre- 
vious to  his  entering  college,  he  kept  a  school  in 
Dedham  at  $3  per  month,  improving  his  leisure 
hours  in  making  bird  cages,  which  brought  him 
some  money  to  eke  out  his  expenses.  When  he 
entered  college  he  commenced  keeping  an  exact 
account  of  his  expenses.  He  was  at  Cambridge, 
as  student  and  tutor,  seven  years.  His  expenses 
during  the  first  five  years  were  $G05.  This 
amount  came  partly  from  his  own  small  patrimony, 
partly  by  teaching,  &c,  and  part  was  borrowed, 
but  eventually  paid  in  full,  principal  and  interest. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  on  the  first  of  October, 
1793,  at  Brookline,  by  the  Cambridge,  Association. 
While  a  student  at  Cambridge  at  a  public  exhi- 
bition in  1790,  he  delivered  an  Hebrew  oration. 
He  pursued  the  study  of  Hebrew  with  great  eager- 
ness through  life.  He  was  settled  in  the  ministry 
at  Rue  Hill,  then  Massachusetts,  (now  Maine,) 
in  179G.  He  was  ever  an  earnest  friend  of  educa- 
tion. Through  his  influence  an  academy  was  es- 
tablished at  Blue  Hill,  and  he  was  successful  in 
obtaining  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
half  a  township  of  land  as  an  endowment.  He 
was  one  of  its  trustees  and  delivered  the  address  at 
its  dedication. 

During  the  whole  of  his  ministry  he  was  a  zeal- 
ous, faithful  and  successful  laborer  in  the  service 
of  his  master.  He  sustained  the  pastoral  relation 
forty-one  years,  when,  owing  to  the  infirmities  of 
age,  he  gave  up  his  charge.  During  the  remain- 
ing ten  years  of  his  life  he  was  quite  actively  en- 
gaged in  preaching,    writing,   studying,    painting 


(for  he  was  an  artist)  and  laboring  on  his  farm  as 
opportunity  offered  and  health  permitted  ;  show- 
ing himself  to  the  very  last  a  prodigy  of  industry. 
He  died  September  twenty-second,  1847,  nearly 
seventy  nine  yeafs  of  age.  Rev.  Stephen  Thurs- 
ton, of  Searsport,  preached  a  sermo  i  at  his  funeral 
the  following  Sabbath,  which  was  published. 

In  personal  appearance  ?vlr.  Fisher,  (says  Rev. 
Dr.  Pomeroy  in  Dr.  Sprague's  Annals)  was  some- 
what peculiar,  being  in  stature  rather  below  the 
medium  height,  dressed  in  the  antique  style,  with 
small  clothes,  knee  buckles  and  shoes  and  long 
waisted,  ancient  coat  ;  his  head  and  neck  thrown 
forward  slightly,  his  head  bald  (see  portrait  in  the' 
frontispiece  of  his  Scripture  Natural  History,)  and 
his  whole  demeanor  and  appearance  unmistakably 
clerical  and  grave.  No  man  could  see  him  and 
have  a  doubt  of  his  prolession. 

He  was  a  man  of  strictest  order  and  punctuality. 
He  uniformly  rose  at  five  o'clock  each  morning. 
His  minutes  Were  as  precious  to  him  as  money  to 
the  miser.  He  was  never  in  a  hurry.  Each  day 
was  mapped  out,  and  reading,  philology,  manual 
labor,  preparation  of  sermons  and  parochial  du- 
ties each  had  its  esact  place*  At  the  end 
of  each  sermon  he  noted  the  number  of  words 
which  it  contained,  and  eould  generally  tell  how 
much  time  it  had  cost  him. 

In  the  matter  of  economy  Dr.  Pomeroy  says  he 
must  have  outdone  Franklin  himself.  His  salary 
during  the  greater  part  if  not  the  whole  of  his 
ministry,  was  not  over  $300.  He  had,-  however, 
a  lot  of  land  given  him  as  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter of  the  town.  These  were  his  resources.  Yet 
he  brought  up  a  family  of  seven  children,  sent  his 
daughters  to  boarding  schools,  and  gaye  one  son 
(now  Rev.  Josiah  Fisher  of  Suckasunny,  New  Jer- 
sey,) a  liberal  education,  and  annually  gave 
away  more  money  than  many  ministers  whose 
salaries  are  two  or  three  thousand  dollars.  All 
his  expenses  were  regulated  with  the  most  rigid 
economy.  Being  in  debt  for  his  education  when 
he  was  settled,  he  contrived  from  his  scanty  means 
to  save  enough  to  form  a  sinking  fund,  by  which 
the  debt  was  extinguished  after  many  years.  He 
gave  systematically  and  regularly  to  various  re- 
ligious and  benevolent  causes.  He  needed  no 
v>romptings  of  circulars.  It  was  to  him  as  neces- 
sary to  his  spiritual  life  to  give  as  to  his  physical 
to  eat.  He  invented  a  short  hand  in  which  he 
wrote  his  discourses,  estimating  that  during  his 
ministerial  life,  he  thus  saved  three  years  time, 
and  using  only  three-eighths  of  a  foolscap  sheet  to 
each  sermon,  saved  seventy  dollars  in  cost  of  pa- 
per, during  the  same  period. 

His  house,  barn,  sheep  cote,  wood  house  and 
other  outhouses  were  built  from  his  planning  and 
direction,  and  no  small  portion  of  them  with  hie 
own  hands.  He  made  a  machine  in  connection 
with  his  woodhouse  to   saw  wood  by  wind,  but  as 
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he  could  not  make  it  feed  itself  and  thus  save 
time,  which  was  his  object,  he  gave  it  up.  There 
was  no  paint  on  the  inside  of  his  house,  and  all 
the  latches  were  of  wood  and  so  nicely  adjusted  as 
seldom  to  fail  of  their  object. 

He  was  a  good  linguist,  understanding  well  He- 
brew, Greek,  Latin  and  French,  and  he  gave  con- 
siderable attention  to  Russian,  Arabic  and  other 
languages.  He  compiled  a  Hebrew  Lexicon,  the 
most  marvellous  achievement  of  his  life,  says  Doc- 
tor Pomeroy.  It  still  exists  in  manuscript,  and 
should  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  some  public 
institution  as  a  monument  of  his  untiring  indus- 
try. This  was  the  more  rema,  kable,  as  from  his  re- 
mote frontier  residence,  he  had  scarcely  any  ad- 
vantage from  any  of  the  few  public  libraries,  at 
that  period,  and  his  own  library  was  so  small  that 
a  man  of  ordinary  strength  could  probably  have 
taken  it  all  on  his  shoulders.  His  other  literary 
works  which  were  printed,  were  his  "  Scripture 
Animals,"  the  engravings  done  by  himself  with 
his  jack-knife  ;  his  book  of  poems,  The  Youth's 
Primer,  and  a  sermon  or  two.  So  much  for  his 
philological  and  literary  works. 

He  was  also  an  artist.  The  walls  of  his  dwelling 
were  ornamented  with  paintings,  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  including  an  excellent  likeness  of  him- 
self, executed  by  sitting  before  a  looking  glass.  It 
represents  him  as  having  a  Hebrew  Bible  before 
him,  with  the  Hebrew  characters  nicely  formed. 
Had  his  genius  and  his  life  been  concentrated  up- 
on the  pencil,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  excelled. 
It  is  not  supposed  he  would  have  succeeded  so  well 
as  a  poet,  although  some  of  his  pieces  are  good. 

His  vacations  while  at  college,  which  he  spent 
mostly  with  his  mother  at  Dedham,  and  much  of 
his  leisure  during  that  time  was  spent  in  painting, 
drawing  or  making  mathematical  instruments ; 
and  among  other  things  he  invented  a  clock  and 
constructed  it  with  his  own  hands,  which  he  after- 
wards inserted  in  his  own  house  and  always  used, 
for  half  a  century,  till  his  death.  That  clock 
stopped  on  the  day  of  his  death  (almost  for  the 
first  time)  and  no  one  could  make  it  go  again.* 
During  his  settlement  he  had  six  weeks  vacation 
every  second  year.  Some  of  these  vacations  were 
spent  at  Cambridge,  in  learning  the  Russian  lan- 
guage ;  others  in  travelling  on  foot  in  the  back  set- 
tlements of  Maine,  as  a  Missionary.  He  made  his 
own  pump.  His  daughters  learned  to  braid  straw 
in  Dedham,  a  beautiful  industry  which  was  first 
introduced  in  1798,  by  Miss  Betsey  Me  teal  f,  af- 
terwards Mrs.  Baker.  The  Misses  Fisher  at  first 
split  their  straw  with  a  pin,  but  their  father  soon 
invented  a  machine  for  the  purpose,  much  like 
those  since  used. 

A  relative  from  Dedham  on  visiting  him  at  Blue 
Hill,  some  years  before  his  death,  found  him  build- 


*There  are  several  curious  cases  of  clock's  stopping  on  the  day 

of  the  owner's  death  mentioned  in  the  LjuIou  Notes  and  Queries. 


ing  a  heavy  stone  wall,  with  the  aid  of  a  machine 
of  his  own  invtntion  for  lifting  and  placing  the 
heavy  boulders.  His  study  table,  by  a  slight  opera- 
tion, could  at  any  time  be  converted  into  a  work 
bench,  with  plants  and  chisels  and  saw3  at  hand, 
so  that  he  could  in  a  moment  pass  from  headwork 
to  handwork. 

Until  the  infirmities  of  age  began  to  press  upon 
him  he  never  owned  a  horse  or  an  overcoat,  or 
wore  flannels.  His  journeys  on  exchanges  and  all 
other  journeys  were  made  on  foot  (unless  his  wife 
was  with  him)  in  all  seasons  and  all  weathers. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Bangor  Theological 
Seminary,  forty  miles  from  his  house,  and  his 
frequent  journeys  thither  were  on  foot.  About 
1825,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  he  walked  from 
Blue  Hill  to  Monson,  Massachusetts,  to  take  part 
in  an  ordination,  in  the  month  of  November,  on 
frozen  ground,  and  walked  back  again  to  his  home, 
without  an  overcoat.  Whoever  else,  on  any  oc- 
casion where  his  duty  led  him,  might  be  tardy, 
Father  Fisher  was  not.  He  never  complained  of 
any  hardship.  He  had  a  most  excellent  wife,  and 
the  undoubted  testimony  is  that  he  was  never 
known  to  speak  unkindly  to  her.  He  said  that  he 
"  little  knew  what  God  had  in  store  for  him  when 
"  he  gave  him  his  wife."  He  was  a  grave  man,  but 
an  indulgent  father.  He  was  transparent  as  the 
sunlight,  and  was  what  he  seemed  to  be.  His 
piety  wag  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  trait  of  his 
character.  He  was  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom 
there  was  no  guile. 

The  great  mistake  of  his  life,  if  mistake  it  may 
be  called,  I  should  say  was  in  not  concentrating 
his  powers  upon  one  thing  ;  in  diffusion  there  was 
loss,  but  the  condensed  force  of  all  his  faculties  on 
one  thing  only  beside  his  preaching,  would  prob- 
ably have  made  him  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  his  day  and  generation,  as  he  certainly  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  for  fertility  and  variety  of 
genius  and  ingenuity. 

Such  piety  and  inflexible  practical  virtue  as 
were  the  very  being  of  Mr.  Fisher,  are  the  salt 
which  preserves  the  world.  He  was  no  doubt  a 
happy  man,  notwithstanding  the  great  trials  of  his 
straightened  life.  The  principles  of  the  christian 
religion  and  his  faith  in  God  supported  him  in 
cheerfulness  to  the  end. 

Professor  Silliman  said  on  reading  Dr.  Spra;me's 
Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit  :  "1  have  been  al- 
"  lured  on  from  the  company  of  one  wise  and  g  >i  d 
"  man  to  that  of  another  and  another,  and  Beeing 
"  others  still  coming  on  and  approaching  in  a 
"  lengthened  series,  am  tempted  to  speak  witli  them 
"  also,  and  am  engaged  and  entranced  as  if  a  phan- 
"  tasmagoriaof  the  spiritual  world  were  passing  in 
"  review  before  me."  Dr.  Sprague's  Annals  include 
clergymen  of  different  denominations  ;  very  many 
reached  their  three  score  years  and  ten.  nor  a  few 
were  octogenarians,  and  some  passed  into  the  last  de- 
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cade  of  a  century.  What  a  procession  of  good  old 
ministers  have  passed  away  in  our  country.  Long 
life  is  promised  as  one  of  the  rewards  of  well  do- 
ing. Sufficient  proof  is  shown  in  these  personal 
records  of  the  ministry  that  virtuous  and  useful 
lives  and  elevated  and  pure  contemplations  are  fa- 
vorable to  health,  long  life  and  happiness.  We 
have  a  large  proportion  of  clergymen  as  members 
of  our  society.  Happy  should  we  be  that  we 
can  mingle,  as  we  do  otten  even  here  at  our  meet- 
ings, with  these  good  men,  if  we  can  but  wipe  the 
dust  from  their  coats  ;  there  is  some  virtue  in  that. 
Long  may  it  be  before  either  of  our  revered  and 
reverend  members,  whether  present  or  absent,  are 
taken  from  us,  or  we  from  them.  Let  some  one, 
now  Dr.  Sprague  has  completed  his  work  on  the 
ministers,  give  the  Annals  of  their  good  wives — 
the  mothers  in  Israel,  as  a  counterpart  to  that  of 
their  husbands. 


POEMS  BY  THE  STILES  FAMILY. 

By   Hon*.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

"A  Family  Tablet:  containing  a  selection  of 
Original  Poetry.  [Motto,  irom  Akenside.] 
Boston  :  Printed  and  sold  by  William  Spots- 
wood,  179G."  12mo.  pp.  (12,)  81.  »  Copy- 
Right  secured  agreeably  to  law." 

This  little  volume  is  not  an  "  excessively  rare  " 
one,  though  it  might  pass  for  such  in  some  book- 
seller's catalogues.  Neither  is  it  very  common, 
for  the  most  accomplished  local  antiquary  of  Bos- 
ton, a  veteran  book-collector,  told  me,  not  long 
ago,  that  he  had  never  met  with  it.  Probably 
the  edition  was  a  small  one,  and  all  or  nearly  all 
the  copies  were  distributed  to  friends  of  the  au- 
thors. 

The  selected  poems  are  all  anonymous.  It  is 
only  by  internal  evidence  that  they  are  discovered 
to  have  been  written  by  members  of  the  family  ol 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles,  President  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  to  have  been  edited  by  his  son-in-law, 
the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  alterwards  D.  D.,  and 
American  Annalist.  Readers  of  the  Historical 
Magazine  will  not  iail  to  recognize  the  claim 
which  such  a  "  Family  Tablet "  has  to  there 
spectful  notice  of  American  scholars,  independent 
of  its  literary  merils.  Every  librarian  and  collec- 
tor who  has  a  copy  of  the  volume  will  be  glad  to 
remove  its  title  from  his  "  anonymous  "  list  to  a 
place  of  higher  honor. 

President  Stiles  died,  May  twelfth,  1795.  Two  of 
his  daughters,  Elizabeth  (unmarried)  and  Mary, 
wife  ot  the  Rev.  A.  Holmes,  ditd  before  the  end 
of  the  same  year.  The  Preface  of  the  "Family 
Tablet"  begins  as  follows  : 

"  'The   music   of   Carry  1,"     says   Ossian,  was 


"  like  the  memory  of  joys  that  are  past,  pleasant 
"  and  mournful  to  the  soul.'  To  perpetuate  the 
•'  remembrance  of  such  joys,  and,  at  the  same 
"  time,  to  pay  a  funereal  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
"  those  friends  who,  when  living,  were  the  source 
"  of  them,  are  the  primarv  designs  of  this  publica- 
"  tion." 

The  selection  comprises  forty -seven  pieces,  by 
eight  wi  iters,  distinguished  by  their  signatures, 
as  "Louisa,"  "  Myra,"  "Myron,"  "  Eugenio," 
"Cecilia,"  "Naroissa,"  "Henry,"  and  "St.. 
John."  "  Louisa,"  who  contributed  thirteen  of 
the  forty-seven  poems,  was  Miss  Ruth  Stiles,  the 
youngest  surviving  daughter  of  the  President,  af- 
terward marri'-d  to  the  Rev.  Caleb  Gannett.  She 
wrote  the '■  Elegy,"  with  wftich  the  volume  be- 
gins, on  the  deaths  of  her  father  and  sisters; 
"  Lines  to  Miss  S.  W.  on  the  death  of  her  brother, 
Major  J.  P.  VV.,  [John  Palsgrave  Wylljs,]  wTbo 
lell  in  the  battle  at  the  Miami  Village,  1790  ;" 
"  Lines  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  T.  W.,  who  died 
soon  alter  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  March  20, 
1795  ;"  (these  lines  had  previously  been  publish- 
ed in  the  Massachusetts  Magazine  ;)  and  (p.  51,) 
Lines  "  To  a  gentleman  who  presented  Louisa 
with  a  Pen,  &c."  This  gentleman's  "  Reply,"  is 
signed  "  Henry,"  (p.  53),  ard  is  the  only  piece 
in  the  volume  to  which  that  signature  is  attached. 

Three  poems  signed  "Eugenio,"  were  written 
by  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles,  Jr.,  who  died  in  North  Carolina , 
August  twenty-second,  1784.  These  are  entitled, 
"  Lines  occasioned  by  the  War,  1777  ;"  "  Andre's 
Ghost;  in  imitation  of  '  Pompey's  Ghost'  ;"  and 
"  Conscience,"  (pp.  7,8,  2G.)  The  closing  lines 
of  the  first  of  these  poems,  considering  the  period 
which  they  were  written,  are  worth  quoting  : 

'■  What  scenes  of  varied  woe  thus  meet  our  eyes, 
"  Fresh  sighs  for  thee,  lamented  Warren  !  rise. 
"  Nor  long  shall  Britain  thus  her  triumph  boast — 
"  A  happier  Warrior  aims  a  happier  host  ! 
•'  Before  great  Washington  her  sons  shall  fly  ; 
'•  He  leads  our  troops — to  conquer  or  to  die, — 
'l  While  Warren's  hovering  ghost,  each  wrong  repaid, 
"In  equal  dust  shall  see  his  conqueror  laid." 

"  Myra  "  is  the  anagram  of  Mary,  the  youngest 
daughter,  first  wife  of  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes  who 
writes  as  "  Myron."  The  former  wrote  eight,  the 
latter  sixteen  (including  the  two  longest)  poems 
of  the  selection.  Among  those  of  "  Myron  '"  are 
"  Lines  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  H.  (his  mother,) 
who  died  1791,  setat.  87  "  (p.  13)  ;  and  an  "  Eli- 
gy  on  Doctor  *  *  *  *  *  "  [David  Holmes, 
his  father],  p.  58  ;  "  Hymn  written  at  Sea  "  (p. 
21)  ;  "  The  Transformation  ot  Eliza  [Miss  Eliza- 
beth Stiles?]  into  a  Poplar  "  (pp.  41-48)  ;  "  Lines 
occasioned  by  seeing  a  Portrait  of  the    Goddess  of 

Liberty  finely  executed  by  Mr.  E.  Savage  " 

(p.  55)  ;  "  Elegiac:  Sonnet  on  Mrs.  K.  T.  S. 
[Kezia  Taylor  Stiles,  who  married  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  in  1785,]  and  who  died 
within  a  je'.r  after  marriage"  (p.  57),  arid,  ibob 
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ambitious  of  all,  "Yaratiklia:  an  Epic  Poem. 
In  three  Books,  Dux  faenuna  facti.  Virgil." 
This  poem,  the  last  in  the  volume,  has  a  separate 
title  page  and  preface-  It  was  written  to  cele- 
brate "  incidents  that  actually  happened  during 
the  residence  of  the  Heroine  in  the  Author's  fami- 
ly," and  was  "  originally  designed  as  a  winter- 
evening's  amusement. "  That  the  writer's  design 
was  effected,  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt — 

"  Albeit,  in  the  general  way, 
A  sober  maa  "  was  he. 

There  is  humor  in  this  mock-epic, — but  the  hu- 
mor is  decorous  and  subdued,  so  as,  on  the  whole, 
not  to  appear  out  of  place  on  a  memorial  Tablet! 

The  two  pieces  (pp.  40,49,)  signed  "  St..  John," 
were  probably  contributed  by  St.  John  Honey- 
wood,  who,  while  a  student  at  Yale  College,  was 
for  some  time  a  member  of  Dr.  Stiles's  family,  and 
who  (says  Dr.  Holmes,)  "  as  an  orphan  child  and 
a  youth  of  a  fine  genius,  had  shared,  among  many 
others,  the  benefits  of  the  President's  patronage." 
{Life  oj  Pres.  Stiles,  p.  29b\)  Honey  wood  died 
at  Salem,  September  first,  1798. 


LETTERS  OF  THOMAS  BRODGIITON,  1G90. 

Communicated  by  William  B.  Trask,  Esquire,  of 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  Broughton,  the  writer  of  the  following 
letters,  which  are  copied  from  the  Massachusetts 
Archives,  book  thirty  five,  settled  in  Watertown, 
Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1643  :  for  in  March  of 
that  year,  according  to  Dr.  Bond  (  History  Water- 
town,  page  forty-two,)  one  of  his  children  was 
there  born  and  died.  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Biseoe  or  Briscoe  of  Watertown,  "the 
rich  tanner,"  who  wrote  and  circulated  a  pam- 
phlet in  which  he  strongly  opposed  taxation  for 
the  maintenance  of  ministers.  He  was  fined  ten 
pounds  for  his  "  reproachful  speeches  and  in  pub- 
lishing it."  Afterwards  he  made  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  his  fault,  and  a  portion  of  the  fine  was 
remitted  him.  See  Wmtkrop's  Journal,  i.  303, 
312 ;  it.  06,  93  ;  Bond's  Watertown.  ;  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Collections,  third  series,  vol- 
ume i.  32,  35.  In  the  last  mentioned  work  is  a 
copy  of  a  letter  written  from  England  by  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Briscoe,  "  To  his  very  loving  son-in-law, 
Mr.  Thomas  Broughton,  at  his  house  in  Boston, 
these,"  dated  "From  the  Golden  Taylor's  Shears, 
in  the  upper  end  of  Shoe  Lane,  near  Holborn,  this 
7  of  7ber  1652,"  in  which  he  says :  "  I  ana  partly 
"  promised  a  place  in  the  Tower  of  £50  per  an- 
*'  num,  but  had  we  liberty  of  conscience  with 
"  you,  I  had  rather  be  there  with  £20  per  an- 
"  num.  But  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done."  This 
letter  caused  some  excitement  in   New  England. 


Mr.  Broughton  removed  from  Watertown  to 
Boston  about  1G50,  and  was  a  merchant  there. 
His  residence  was  at  Centrehaven,  "within  the 
limits  of  Boston."  He  bought  in  1651,  of  Nicho- 
las Shapleigh,  of  Kittcry,  one  half  of  a  saw-mill, 
situated  at  Sturgeon's  creek  on  the  Piscataqua 
river  ;  also  corn  and  fulling  mills  of  Rev.  Henry 
Dunster,  on  Mistick  river,  which  mills  Mr. 
Broughton  had  built.  He  owned  land  near  the 
town  dock  in  Boston,  purchased  a  farm  of  301) 
acres  in  Charlestown,  of  the  No  wells,  and  was  at 
one  time  owner  of  Noddle's  Island,  now  East  Bos- 
ton, the  latter  tract  being  one  thousand  acres  of 
upland  and  meadow.  Sumner's  East  Boston, 
182,  183,  256.  His  name  is  appended  to  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  of  Boston  in  regard  to  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  malt.  Drake's  History 
of  Boston,  332,  336,  341.  He  seems  to  have  been 
a  person  of  6ome  distinction  in  his  day.  Dr. 
Bond  states  that  he  died  in  Boston,  November 
twelfth,  1700,  aged  eighty-seven.  From  the  same 
authority  we  learn  that  he  had  children,  besides 
the  ore  who  died  in  infancy — Elizabeth,  born  ia 
Watertown,  1645-6  ;  Mary,  in  Boston,  1651,  who 
married  Jacob  Fowie  ;  Thomas,  1653:  Nathaniel, 
1654;  Thomas,  1656;  Hannah,  165S ;  Sarah, 
1660  ;  Patience,  16G3.  To  these  wTe  add  a  daugh- 
ter Abigail.  His  son  Thomas,  the  gunsmith,  died 
December  fourth,  1702,  at  which  time  were  living 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Nathaniel  and  Abigail. 

There  was  a  Thomas  Broughton  who  embarked 
at  Gravesend  in  the  ship  America  for  Virginia, 
June  twenty-third,  1035,  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
We  have  no  evidence  that  this  was  the  Boston 
merchant,  except  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Savage  in 
his  Genealogical  Dictionary,  who  does  not  give  his 
authority.  ^ 

We  learn  from  Ouhnixons  Carolina,  that  Col- 
onel Thomas  Broughton  was  one  of  the  Counsellors 
of  that  Colony  and  Collector  of  the  Customs  in 
1708.  He  was  afterward  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province ;  succeeded  to  the  command  on  the 
death  of  Governor  Robert  Johnson,  May  third, 
1735,  and  died  in  1738,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Governor  William  Bull.  Oh/miron's  British  Em- 
pire in  America,  second  edition,  i.  506.  Carroll's 
History  of  e'outh  Carolina,  i.  311,  327,  who  says 
that  he  was  a  plain  honest  man,  but  little  distin- 
guished for  his  knowledge  or  valor.  Documents 
relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  oj 
New  York,  vol.  vi.  page  91. 

Boston  Tn  New  England  Aprill  21  1690. 
M*  Increase  Mather.  Sr  not  hearing  any  thinge 
from  you  of  plantation  worke  since  you  wont 
hence,  makes  me  recite  the  sume  of  that  treatise 
for  your  reminding  therein,  the  treatise  proposeth 
a  liberal!  maintainenance  for  the  ministry  be- 
cause faith  comes  by  hearing  of  the  word  of  God 
preached.    Rom.   10  ;    17,    and   a    like   plentiful! 
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provision  for  schools,  that  children  which  are  as 
seed  to  after  generations  may  from  theire  childhood 
be  instructed  in  languages,  arts  and  piety,  so  they 
will  hand  downe  theire  virtues  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another  forever.  Againe  it  proposeth 
worke  for  all,  that  all  in  some  good  way  or  other 
may  labour  six  days  as  God  coinands,  and  none 
may  finde  leusure  to  be  vitiated  with  sdlenesse  or 
ill  company  It  also  proposeth,  a  comfortable  re- 
leife  for  all  poorc,  that  none  may  say  they  want, 
but  such  as  will  not  doe  what  they  can  doe  for 
their  owne  subsistance  ;  of  whom  God  hath  said 
let  them  not  eate  2  Thess  :  3  :  10  :  It  farther  pro- 
poseth, greate  defence  in  times  of  wavr  and  a  com- 
fortable vicinitie  in  times  of  peace.  It  finally 
proposeth,  disburdening  of  all  taxes  (that  greate 
make  bate  betwixt  goyeraours  and  people)  and 
binds  up  all  in  unity  :  that  no  rates  shall  be  except 
in  times  of  warr ;  and  then  none  in  his  witts 
but  will  willingly  lay  downe  his  all  for  the  enemy 
comes  for  that  which  he  valines  more  then  all,  his 
life.  And  to  defray  the  charge  of  all  these  ac- 
complishments, it  proposeth,  the  improvement  of 
wilderness  land,  as  the  most  profitable  and  desirable 
estate  :  and  this  improvement  to  be  made  by  ten- 
ents  as  most  free  from  trouble  to  its  owners  ;  and 
all  these  improvements  and  attainments  by  them 
every  one  of  them  proved  true  by  practicall  demon- 
strations. The  charge  to  begin  and  carry  on  this 
so  greate  and  good  a  worke  is  very  small  like  a 
graine  of  mustard  seed  :  but  when  grown  up  will 
become  a  tree  under  the  shade  whereof  all  man- 
kinde  may  sit  with  greatest  profit  and  delight. 
What  interest  doth  it  not  provide  lor?  htr's  love 
to  God  above  all,  and  to  our  neighbours  as  our- 
selves, and  that  to  all  generations  :  her's  length  of 
dayes  in  the  right  hand,  even  the  days  of  a  happie 
eternity,  and  in  the  left  hand  riches  and  honour  : 
her's  that  narrow  selvish  spirit  taken  of,  and  a 
good  Samaritans  spirit  placed  in  its  roome.  He 
that  sees  not  these  blessings  in  this  undertaking,  is 
not  only  so  blind  as  not  to  see  things  afarr  of,  but 
cannot  see  his  owne  interest  which  is  nearest  to 
him.  To  say  no  more,  but  come  to  the  conclusion 
of  all,  let  us  thus  declare  our  faith  in  God  and 
keeping  his  comands,  this  is  the  whole  of  man, 
ther's  nether  more  nor  lesse  to  minde,  then  God 
will  comand  his  blessing  on  us  even  life  forever- 
more.  The  greate  and  wonderfull  revolutions  of 
late  in  both  Englands,  and  in  all  the  world  beside 
speaks  the  day  to  be  neare  dawning  wherein 
knowledge  shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea,  the  treatise  is  the  apt  means  to  at- 
taine  it.  1  pray  doe  what  yo.u  can  to  set  us  to 
worke  as  the  Larke,  so  6oone  as  day  breakes,  that 
as  fellow  labourers  in  our  distinct  stations  we  may 
worke  together  for  promoting  the  glory  of  God  in 
our  generation  and  there  in  our  good  account  in 
the  greate  day,  this  the  great  gaine,  all  other  lost 
labour.     In  your  endeavors  on  so  good  and  mo- 


mentous a  worke  wishing  you   God  6peede  I  end, 
remaining  S' 

Yours  to  serve  you 

Thomas  Brougdton. 

It  would  greatly  silence  contemners  of  our  au- 
thority to  have  our  Charter  confirmed  by  our  king 
and  parlament.  I  pray  endeavor  as  much  as  you 
can  its  accomplishment  for  evills  vented  in  evill 
words  fret  as  a  cancar  aud  make  government  un- 
easie. 

Boston  In  New  England  Aprill  2.1  1690. 

S*  my  plantation  worke  dyed  not  with  my  lord 
Major,  others  presently  espoused  it  with  me  but 
the  perrill  of  the  present  times  hath  put  a  stop, 
the  vallue  of  so  great  a  ship  as  lumber  requires 
being  thought  too  imprudent  to  adventure  in  one 
bottom,  as  times  now  are,  hiring  of  the  Hollander 
is  judged  best,  a  liberty  for  which  is  the  end  of 
this  enclosed  addresse  unto  the  king,  which  re- 
questing nothing  from  him  but  his  fiat  for  demon- 
strating actually  what  you  have  affirmed  (of  New 
England)  to  the  king  may  reasonably  hope  it  will 
not  be  denyed ;  and  then  with  one  act  and  dis- 
burse the  kings  interest  and  our  plantation  worke 
may  be  carryed  on  at  once  the  origmall  vallue  of 
each  cargo  will  be  small  and  the  adventure  may  be 
secured  by  insurance  and  while  troublesome  times 
last  scarcity  will  raise  the  price  at  a  market  farr 
above  the  excesse  of  charge  of  portage  and  ensur- 
ance,  this  country  abounds  in  all  sorts  of  mines 
only  gold  1  never  saw  any  :  in  the  yeare  42  I  was 
instructed  in  refining  worke  by  antient  rich  man 
brought  up  in  that  worke  from  his  youth  in  order 
to  making  me  his  steward  and  partner  but  I  then 
knowing  nothing  experimentally  of  mines  as  after 
47  years  experiences  I  now  doe  I  declined  it  :  about 
SO  years  since  I  brought  silver  ore  to  Capt  :  Hull 
to  refine,  it  proved  very  rich,  he  advised  me  to  im- 
prove it  but  1  re-fused  for  reason  cited  in  the  ad- 
dres,  merchandise  must  be  the  entering  wedge 
both  to  thfc  kings  and  plantation  interest  when  I 
shall  be  advised  at  the  veturne  of  this  sloope  of  the 
kings  pleasure  I  shall  give  instructions  for  a  steer- 
ing of  matters  in  order  to  the  ends  proposed  that  I 
may  be  hidden  in  these  transactions  (for  I  intend 
not  to  cumber  myselfe  with  any  aS'aires  of  this 
world  only  to  guide  others  in  the  worke  by  my 
counsel  1)  I  have  desired  two  frinds  to  subscribe  the 
addresse  desiring  you  that  my  name  may  be  con- 
sealed  as  to  having  any  hand  therein.  1000  £ 
stock  laid  downe  in  London  will  begin  and  carry 
on  all  without  any  need  of  more  disburse,  this  may 
serve  for  a  covert  to  the  addresse  from 

Your  truly  respective  frind  and  servant 
Thomas  Broughton. 

I  pray  you  impart  all  my  lines  to  you  to  Mr. 
Robert  Avery. 
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SOLDIERS  AT  LOUISBLRG,  1700. 

Communicated  by  John  B.  Russell,  EsqUirE,  of 
Washington,   D.  C. 

I  send  a  copy  of  an  old  document  that  may  be 
■worth  printing  in  the  Historical  Magazine. 

We  the  subscribers  being  soldiers  in  Col0.  Jona 
Bagly's  provincial  Reg'  do  hereby  acknowledge  to 
have  Received  of  Major  Jos  Goldthwait  four  Pounds 
Lawfull  money  being  a  Reward  Granted  us  by  the 
Great  &  General  Court;  for  our  being  Detained 
here  the  Winter  past. 

Louisbourg  March  26,  1700. 


Moses  Woodman 
f  James  French 
Abraham  Page 
Samuel  Kinrick 
Ephraiin  Blasdal 
Nicholas  Blasdal 
Jacob  Harvey 
James  {landers 
Samuel  Carr 
Jose  Thrill 
David  Spafford 
Joshua  Edwards 
Robinson  Bond 
John  Smith 
John  Stitrdivint 
j  William   Skrigings 
Joshua  French 
f  Thomas  Thompson 
John  Carr 
Ebenezer  Morrison 
franc  is  Brown 
Aquila  Hodgkins 
Jon\  Woods 
Abel  Coffin 
Phillip  Wells 
-j-  David  dounen 
{  Elisha  Adams 


Jonathan  Burges 
Jacob  Hoyt 
Plumer  Hadley 
Henary  Tuxbery 
David  Molton 
William  Low 
Wm  Eaton 
John  Merrill 
William  Hoyt 
Moses  Merrill 
Willm.  Maggridge 
Jacob  Thompson 
Philip  Chandler 
Samuel  Blasdel 
Jonath  W heeler 
Welles  Chase 
Jacob  Morille 
William  Plummer 
■]■  Johsias  Clint 
j  Mickel  driskol 
Gideon  Young 
f  Joseph  Springer 
Gideon  Chase 
Oliver  Osgood 
Benj  Bagley 
■f  John  pigot 


Colonel  Bagley  was  a  captain  in  Colonel  Hale's 
regiment  during  the  seige  of  Louisburg,  and  from 
the  names  I  judge  that  most  of  the  signers  were 
Essex  county  men. 


LETTER  OF  JAMES  LOGAN,  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, 1701. 

Communicated  by  Jeremiah  Colburn,  Esq.,  Boston. 

James  Logan,  whose  letter  we  give  below,  from 
the  original,  was  one  of  the  most  learned  and  dis- 
tinguished men  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  at  Lurgan,  Ireland,  August  twen- 
tieth, 1674.     In  1699,  he  came   to   Pennsylvania, 


with  William  Penn.  In  1701,  he  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Province  and  Clerk  of  the  Coun- 
cil. He  was  afterwards  President  of  the  Council 
and  Chief  Justice.  In  his  religious  sentiments  he 
was  a  Quaker.  He  died  atStenton,  Pennsylvania, 
October  thirty-first,  1751,  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  his  age. 

In  his  will,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  1749,  be  says  : 
"  In  my  library,  which  I  have  left  to  the  city  of 
"  Philadelphia,  for  the  facilitating  and  advance- 
"  ment  of  classical  learning,  are  above  one  Imn- 
"  died  volumes  of  authors,  in  folio,  all  in  Greek, 
"  with  mostly  their  versions  ;  all  the  Roman  clas- 
"  sics,  without  exception  ;  all  the  old  Greek 
•'  mathematicians,  viz.,  Archimedes,  Euclid,  and 
"  Ptolemv,  both  his  geography  and  almagest, 
■'  which  I  had  in  Greek  (with  Theon'fi  Commen- 
"  tary  in  folio,  above  700  pages.)  from  my  learn- 
"  ed  friend,  Kabrieius,  who  published  fourteen 
-'  volumes  of  his  Greek  Bibliotheque  in  4  to.,  in 
"  which,  after  he  had  finished  his  account  of 
"  Ptolemy,  on  my  inquiry  of  him  at  Hamburgh, 
"  in  17-2,  how  1  should  find  it,  having  long  sought 
"  for  it  in  vain  in  England,  he  sent  it  to  me  out 
"  of  his  own  library,  telling  me  it  was  scarce,  that 
"  neither  prayer  nor  price  could  purchase  it.  Be- 
"  sides,  there  are  many  of  the  most  valuable  Latin 
"  authors,  and  a  great  number  of  modern  mathe- 
'•  maticians,  with  all  the  three  editions  of  New- 
"  ton,  Dr.  Halley,  Wallis,  &c.  I  have  built  a 
"  library  room*  and  endowed  it  for  ever  with 
"  £35  sterling  per  annum  for  a  librarian  ;  he  to 
"  advance  £18  yearly  to  buy  books.  The  room, 
"  books,  and  salary  I  cannot  value  at  less  than 
"  £2000,  solely  designed  for  the  use  of  the  public, 
"  in  order  to  prevail  on  them  (having  such  assist- 
"  ance)  to  acquaint  themselves  with  literature." 

In  1702,  it  was  joined  to  the  "  Library  Com- 
pany  of  Philadelphia,"  and  in  accordance  with 
the  founder's  Will,  the  office  of  Hereditary  Librar- 
ian is  held  by  his  descendant,  Llovd  Pearsall 
Smith,  who  has  held  the  office  from  1851  to  the 
present  time.  The  number  of  volumes  now  ex- 
ceeds ten  thousand. 

Philad*  8i c:?  1701 
Dear  fid 

By  a  short  note  last  7th  day  I  requested  thee  to 
Send  the  Laws,  the  Credit  of  our  County  especial- 
ly mine  is  now  engaged  in  it  for  a  Court  being  to 
be  held  this  week  for  the  Trial  of  a  negroe  where 
there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  Copy  to  be  pro- 
duced, it  will  look  very  ill  to  expose  the  Original 
in  such  a  case  before  so  many  of  the  unsanetitied 
Your  copy  is  in  a  good  forwardness  and  will  soon 
be  finished  so  that  you  will  be  but  a  very  short 
time  destitute  of  your  Rule,  tho'  Bucks  in  general 
I  know  is  so  well  supplied  wA  a    bettor    that  they 


t  Those  with  a  t  made  their  mark 


*'fhis  house  stood  at  the  N  irthwest   e  irner  of  Sixth  an  !  Wa  1- 
p.ut  streets.     The  lol  a:i  1  the  library  building  were   Sold  in  IT 
for  £700. 


£80 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


[December, 


will  not  so  Sensibly  want  that  Coercive  one.  But 
nonsense  apart  our  Necessity  is  so  great  I  must 
adjure  thee  by  all  thats  obliging  in  friendship  not 
to  fail  to  send  them  per  very  first  for  5th  day  I 
doubt  they  will  be  much  wanted.  I  have  finished 
Milnors  Warr|  as  also  Rowland,  but  believe  it  was 
omitted  then,  through  some  dissatisfaction  in  Ti- 
tle. I  have  been  very  particular  in  ye  Warr'  that 
thou  have  the  easier  Insight  into  it  and  hope 
Edwa  will  as  particularly  recite  mine.  Smith  had 
300  acres  but  on  what  ace'  no  wayes  appeared, 
and  he  standing  first  in  Bristol  Township  &  y  cfore 
most  obvious  could  not  be  omitted  through  neg- 
lect but  design  of  wdl  I  remember  something. 
Pray  be  particular  in  thy  Inquiry  in  this  affair. 

Upon  a  hint  given  the  Govr  He  has  ordd  a 
memdum  to  be  entered  the  office  that  ye  great  Quar- 
ry in  R  Houghs  &  Abel  Janneys  Lands  be  reserved 
wn  they  come  to  be  confirmed  being  for  ye  publick 
Good  of  ye  County  of  wb  if  thou  take  notice  in  ye 
Resurvey  &  w'h  their  consent  it  may  be  the  better. 

Through  a  pious  and  laudable  desire  and  Incli- 
nation to  Spend  my  Dayes  and  transact  a  life 
more  after  the  original  Institution  of  our  Pat- 
riarchical  Grand  Sires  1  have  been  long  enquir- 
ing about  some  convenient  habitation  accommodat- 
ed vv'b  3,  4  or  500  acres  of  good  Land  and  propor- 
tionable meadow  in  yor  Innocent  County  afore5d  but 
have  not  been  yet  successful.  I  am  really  Serious 
in  it  and  wish  thou  wouldst  Supply  my  Deficien- 
cies or  want  of  success  in  the  Sd  Inquiry,  for  what 
I  mention  is  reallv  Intended.  I  hear  the  Govr  has 
a  plantation  on  wch  one  Rd  Wilson  is  now  settled 
adjoyning  on  Pensbury  and  well  accommodated, 
but  if  it  be  a  part  of  the  Manner  I  too  well  know 
the  value  sett  on  that  Land,  and  I  would  not  buy 
happiness  it  self  too  dear,  Gold  I  mean.  Pray  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  of  this  and  thy  sentiments 
on  the  whole.  That  Land  above  Brocks  I  suppose 
is  by  this  time  disposed  of,  but  if  not  'tis  but  bar- 
ren 1  hear  and  that's  a  quality  I  should  as  little 
care  for  in  Land  as  in  an  Employment. 

1  am  very  tedious  and  to  honest  P.  Worrals  no 
small  affliction  whose  patience  is  just  evaporating, 
must  therefore  conclude  w"1  sincere  Respects 

Thy  Assured  &  Affect™*  f'rd 

James  Logan. 

Pray  lett  as  little  Occasion  of  Disgust  as  may 
be)  be  taken  at  yc  executing  of  that  Warr1  for 
Venables  Land. 


To 


Phineas  Pemberson. 

Pr  Sent. 
P1  P.  Worrala 


DR.  FRANKLIN,  CHARLES  THOMPSON  AND 
MRS.  LOGAN. 

Communicated  by  Hon.  William  Willis,  LL.  D., 
of  Portland,  Maine. 

Having  in  mv  possession  some  original  letters 
of  former  times,  relating  to  early  events  in  our 
histoid,  I  have  thought  that  their  perusal  might 
give  as  much  pleasure  to  some  of  the  readers  of 
the  Historical  Magazine  as  they  have  to  me.  I 
now  send  you  extracts  from  two  written  by  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Deborah  Logan,  of  Philadelphia, 
which  contain  interesting  anecdotes  of  men  and 
things.  You  are  at  liberty  to  publish  them  in  the 
Magazine,  if  you  think  them  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance. My  first  extract  is  from  one  written  to  a 
friend  in  1829  : 

"  It  was  late  in  Dr.  Franklin's  life  when  1 
-'  knew  him.  The  first  time. I  ever  saw  him  was 
'■  going  up  to  Congress,  upon  his  return  to  this 
"  country  during  the  Revolution.  He  was  fat, 
"  square  built,  and  wore  his  own  hair,  thin  and 
"  graJ  :  bul  he  looked  healthy  and  vigorous.  His 
"  head  was  remarkably  large  in  proportion  to  his 
"  figure,  and  his  countenance  mild,  firm  and  ex- 
"  pressive.  He  was  friendly  and  agreeable  in 
"  conversation,  which  he  suited  to  his  company, 
"  appearing  to  wish  to  benefit  his  bearers.  I 
"  could  readily  believe  that  he  heard  nothing  of 
''  consequence  himself  but  what  he  turned  to  the 
"  account  ho  desired,  and  in  hia  turn  profited  by 
'•'  the  conversation  of  others. 

"  1  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  a  consider- 
"  able  hand  in  writing  the  '  Historical  Review.' 
"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  bis  acumen  in  it.  But 
i(  it  was  utterly  unworthy  of  him,  for  party  pur- 
"  poses,  to  violate  truth  and  candor,  as  is  done  in 
"  that  work.  It  is  founded  on  false  views,  and 
"  does  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  memory  of  the 
"  virtuous  dead. 

"  Dr.  Franklin  once  told  my  husband  that  the 
"  celebrated  Adam  Smith,  when  writing  his 
"  'Wealth  of  Nations,'  was  in  the  habit  of  bring- 
"  ing  chapter  after  chapter,  as  he  composed  it,  to 
"  himself,  Dr.  Price  and  others  of  the  literati  of 
"  that  day,  with  whom  he  was  intimate  ;  patiently 
*:  hearing  their  observations,  and  profiting  by  their 
"  discussions  and  criticisms.  Nay,  that  he  has 
"  sometimes  reversed  his  positions  and  re-written 
*'  whole  chapters,  after  hearing  what  they  had  to 
"  remark  on  the  subject  before  them." 

Mrs.  Logan  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  Lo- 
gan,   grandson   of  James   Logan,*  the  friend  of 

*Sc3  preceding  article  — Editor. 
William  Perm,  whom  he  accompanied  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1G99,  and  was  afterwards  Chief  Jus- 
tice and  Governor  of  the  Province.  Dr.  Logan 
was  himself  distinguished  as  a  scholar  and  phi- 
lanthropist, and  was  a  Senator  in  Congress  from 
1801    to   1807.     He  died   in  1821.     His  accom- 
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plishcd  widow  was  highly  endowed,  was  a  beau- 
tiful writer,  made  large  and  valuable  collec- 
tions of  historical  facts,  was  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  and  compiled 
from  the  numerous  files  of  papers  left  by  James 
Logan  and  the  Norris  family,  live  quarto  volumes 
of  invaluable  materials  for  the  history  of  Penn- 
sylvania. She  furnished  many  of  the  interest- 
ing facts  which  Mr.  Watson,  employed  in  his  An- 
nals of  Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania.  She 
died  February  second,  1839,  in  the  seventy- 
eighth  year  of  her  age.  She  was  called  '-The 
Female  Historian  of  Pennsylvania."  "She  was 
the  delight  of  the  young  and  the  beloved  of  the 
aged."  Several  of  her  letters  in  my  hands  indi- 
cate familiar  acquaintance  with  persons,  facte 
and  incidents  connected  with  the  early  and  later 
history  of  that  Commonwealth,  written  in  a 
clear  and  beautiful  style,  and  with  admirable 
expression  in  the  Quaker  idiom,  to  which  sect 
herself  and  the  Logan  family  belonged.  As 
she  was  so  connected  with  this  family,  it  can- 
not be  wondered  at  that  she  should  speak  so  se- 
verely of  the  Historical  Review,  whose  sharp  ar- 
rows were  aimed  at  the  Penn  proprietors,  the 
friends  and  patrons  of  the  Logans.  Franklin's 
efforts  and  labors  were  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  Province,  in  opposition  to  the  sel- 
fish and  oppressive  policy  of  the  proprietors. 
Mr.  Smith  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  letter,  March 
twenty-third,  1829,  says:  "Much  of  Walsh's 
article  on  American  Biography,  in  his  new  Re- 
review,  is  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Logan  about 
Thompson,  and  is,  I  think,  the  best  part  of  the 
book." 

The  following  letter,  referring  to  this  subject, 
from  Mrs.  Logan,  will  give  an  idea  of  her  style 
of  writing  : 

"  My  Respected  ffriend  ;  1  received  thy  note  of 
"  the  5th  inst.,  and  in  reply  to  thy  invitation  to 
"  write,  or  copy,  some  of  my  recollections  respect 
"  ing  my  late  valued  ffriend,  Charles  Thompson,  1 
"  may  tell  thee  that  when  I  have  a  little  leisure,  I 
"  will  endeavor  to  prepare  something  of  that  kind, 
"  and  the  more  readily  as  there  seems  to  be  a  scar- 
"  city  of  material,  and  no  prominent  person  has  as 
"  yet  offered  anything  respecting  him,  or  his  emi- 
"  nent  services  to  the  country,  as  information  to 
"  posterity.  But  it  would  be  more  desirable  to 
"  me  to  give  what  I  can  prepnre,  which,  however 
"  desultory  and  small  it  might  prove,  would  yet 
"  be  authentic ,  to  the  Historical  Society,  for  reasons 
"  which  1  will  tell  thee  when  1  have  the  pleasure 
"  of  seeing  thee. 

"  With  respect  to  the  paper  on  the  Revolution, 
"  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  one  that  should  be 
"  made  public,  or  placed  in  handB  where  there 
"  was  a  chauce  of  its  being  so.  Much  explana- 
"  tion  is  necessary  lo  understand  it  aright,  and 
"  much  might  have  been  given  by  the  parties  con- 


"  cerned,  if  they  had  supposed  it  would  have  been 
"  necessary.  I  have  a  glimpse  in  my  own  mind, 
"  from  what  I  recollect  hearing  of  the  intrigues  of 
"  Joseph  Galloway  and  his  party,  then  very  domi- 
"  nant  in  Philadelphia,  to  keep  John  Dickinson 
"  out  of  the  first  Cong'-ess,  that  those  who  felt  the 
"  spirit  and  necessity  of  an  opposition  to  the  un- 
"  constitutional  measures  of  Great  Britain,  had  a 
"  nice  part  to  act  between  open  foes  abroad  and 
"  insidious  enemies  at  home.  But  1  cannot  for  a 
"  moment  believe  that  either  of  those  gentlemen 
"  would  stoop  to  any  act  of  duplicity,  or  in  the 
"  least  sanction  the  sentiment  that  the  "end  would 
"justify  the  means.'  I  am,  with  great  esteem 
"  and  confidence,  Thy  sincere  ffriend. 

Desokau  Logan. 
"  Stenton,  9th  1st  mo.  1827." 

The  persons  alluded  to  in  the  letter  are  Charles 
Thompson,  the  long  and  faithful  Secretary  to  Con- 
gress ;  John  Dickinson,  the  author  ol  the  famous 
"Farmer's  Letters;"  Governor  John  Reed  and 
General  Thomas  Mifflin.  Charles  Thompson  was 
cousin  to  Mrs.  Logan.  He  died  August  six.eenth, 
1824,  in  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

The  Historical  Review,  referred  to  in  the  let- 
ters, was  generally  imputed  to  Franklin  ;  but  his 
grandson,  Bache,  declared  in  Court  that  it  was 
not  so.  There  is.  however,  reason  to  believe  that 
he  had  an  agency  in  its  production,  if  he  was  net 
its  author.  It  was  attributed  to  James  Ralph,  an 
early  companion  of  Franklin  in  Philadelphia,  and 
who  accompanied  him  to  London  on  his  first  visit 
to  that  city.  R  ilph  acquired  some  reputation  in 
London  as  an  historical  writer  and  poet.  In  the 
latter  capacity  he  made  himself  sufficiently  con- 
spicuous to  be  introduced  into  the  Dunciad.  The 
work  was  entitled  :  "  An  Historical  Review  of  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  Pennsylvania." 
It  was  written  and  published  in  London,  in  17-V.>, 
with  an  intention  of  enlightening  the  British  pub- 
lic on  the  character  and  condition  of  Pennsylvania, 
whose  people  had  been  greatly  misrepresented 
and  misgoverned  by  the  Proprietors.  It  therefore 
reflected  severely  upon  those  persons  and  their 
pioceedings,  and  the  name  of  the  writer  was  con- 
sequently concealed.  It  was  republished  by  Wil- 
liam Duane,  a  relative  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  an 
octavo  volume  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-one 
pages,  in  1809,  at  Philadelphia.  The  editor  of 
the  volume,  in  in  introductory  note,  says  :  "  The 
•'  public  prints  [of  London]  abounded  wi.h  mis- 
"  representations  of  the  colonists;  and  two  pam- 
"  phlets  on  the  same  subject  were  published. 
"  Meanwhile  Dr.  Franklin  published  an  anony- 
"  moiis  book,  entitled  An  Historical  Review  of 
"  Pennsylvania.  This  Review  attracted  much  at- 
"  tention  and  made  a  very  deep  impression  in  fa- 
"  vor  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  against  whom  many 
"  prejudices   had    been    excited.     Much    asperity 
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"  followed  against  its  author,  who  did  not  abso- 
"  lutely  disavow  it."  He  adds  :  "  Attempts 
"  have  been  made  to  deny  the  venerable  patriot 
"  the  merit  of  this,  like  others  of  his  more  impor- 
"  tant  works,  because  it  was  not  claimed  nor  avow- 
«  ed." 

William  Temple  Franklin,  in  the  memoirs  of 
his  grandfather,  published  in  London  and  Phila- 
delphia in  1817  and  1818,  thus  speaks  of  this 
work  : 

"  Mr.  Franklin,  while  engaged  in  negotiations 
"  with  the  proprietaries,  employed  his  leisure 
"  hours  in  drawing  up  a  minute  account  of  the 
';  province,  for  general  information.  *  *  Hav- 
"  ing  sketched  his  design,  he  found  that  it  grew 
"  upon  his  hands,  as  it  not  only  obliged  him  to 
';  enter  minutely  into  the  detail  of  facts  and  the 
"  adduction  of  records,  but  to  illustrate  them  bv 
"  explanations,  and  to  apply  them  by  reflections. 
"  This  performance  appeared  at  the  beginning  of 
"  1759,  With  the  title  of  An  Historical  Review, 
"  &c.  This  work  was  necessarily  anonymous  ; 
"  and  the  strictest  circumspection  appears  to  have 
"  been  observed  in  regard  to  the  author.  *  * 
"  The  '  Review,'  therefore,  long  passed  as  the  pro- 
"  duction  of  James  Ralph,  the  historian." 

Clarkson,  in  his  life  of  William  Penn,  observes 
that  "  this  book  was  the  production  of  Franklin, 
"  though  it  was  attributed  to  one  Ralph,  to  preju- 
"  dice  the  people  against  the  proprietary  family." 

These  testimonies  confirming  the  statement  of 
Mrs.  L)gan,  of  itself  convincing  evidence,  leaves 
scarcely  a  doubt  of  the  authorship  of  the  cele- 
brated work  to  which  we  have  referred. 


LETTER  OF  THOMAS   CUSHFNG    TO  JOHN 
HANCOCK,    1776. 

Communicated  by  James    Spear  Lorixg,  Esquire. 

Tlie  writer  of  the  following  letter,  Hon.  Thomas 
Cushing,*was  born  at  Boston, March  twenty-fourth, 
1725  ;  was  a  scholar  at  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
under  Master  John  Lovell,  contemporary  with 
Cooper,  Checkley  and  Royal  Tyler  ;  and  was  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College  in  1774.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Provincial  House  of 
Representatives  fourteen  years,  and  its  Speaker 
eight  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  both  the 
Provincial  and  Continental  Congresses;  Commis- 
sary General  in  1775;  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
Council  from  1775  to  1778,  and  in  1777  was  Judge 
of  Probate  for  Suffolk.  Afterwards  he  was  JuuVe 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

For  eight   years  he  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of 

"Mr.  Loring  read  a  very  interesting  paper  ou  the  life  of  Thom- 
as Gushing,  under  the  title  of  "  Hancock's  Bosom  I'riknd,"  be- 
fore the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  at  Bnston, 
Wednesday  Od.  1,  185(5.  This  paper  was  printed  in  the  Uoston 
Daily  Advertiser  the  next  day  ;  and  was  reprinted  with  a  new- 
title  in  the  Historical  Magazine  1st  S.  veil.  vi.  pp.  212-1(5. 


Massachusetts,  under  Governors  Hancock  and  Bow- 
doin  ;  and,  when  Hancock  resigned  in  1785,  he 
became  acting  Governor,  lie  died,  of  lung  fever, 
February  twenty-eighth,  1788,   aged  sixty-three: 

Boston  Dec  16   1776 
Dear  Sir. 

1  have  received  your  favor  of  the  16  November, 
hope  the  express  will  arrive  very  soon  with  the 
Cash  or  1  shall  not  know  what  to  do.  The  ship 
Hancock  is  arrived  from  Newbury  Port  into  this 
Harbour.  It  was  thought  she  could  not  by  any  means 
lay  with  safety  at  Newbury,  Capt  Manly  has 
therefore  exerted  himself  to  get  her  Round,  and 
has  been  obliged  to  be  at  very  considerable  ex- 
pense to  execute  this  business  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  pray  inform  me  whether  I  am  to  provide 
Sloops  for  the  seamen,  and  whether  it  is  not  the 
Business  of  the  captain.  I  think  by  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Navy,  it  be  longs  to  the  captain  ; 
however,  if  Congress  orders  that  they  should  be 
purchased  and  laid  in  the  charge  of  tiie  Continent 
for  the  use  of  the  sailors  I  shall  obey.  Capt  Man- 
ly says  that  you  told  him  you  should  give  me  di- 
rections to  pay  the  officers  of  the  ships  their  back 
wages  or  arrearages.  I  find  their  commissions  are 
all  dated  the  10th  of  October  last,  but  you  must 
be  sensible  they  were  '  appointed  and  have  been 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  ships  long  before 
that  time,  please  to  let  me  know  your  mind  upon 
this  subject.  This  State  has  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  procure  the  Capnon  for  tlie  Hancock,  and  I 
know  not  when  Lhey  will,  please  to  let  me  know 
if  the  Congress  will  allow  the  enormous  price  of 
one  hundred  pounds  and  ten  for  them  to  the  own- 
ers of  the  furnace  in  Rhode  Island  provided  I  can 
prevail  with  them  to  cast  them.  I  wrote  to  you 
sometime  ago  upon  this  head  but  have  not  as  yet 
been  favoured  with  an  answer.  The  sooner  I  have 
the  mind  of  the  Congress  upon  this  head  the  bet- 
ter. The  ship  might  go  to  sea  iu  Ten  days  if  she 
had  her  guns  and  men  and  I  could  procure  somo 
Duck  for  her  light  sails.  Capt  Bradford  the  Con- 
tinental Agent  tells  me  thero  is  a  considerable 
quantity  of  light  Duck  under  his  care  in  one  of 
ye  Continental  prizes  which  he  has  wrote  to  Con- 
gress about,  but  as  he  does  not  know  but  they  will 
order  him  to  send  it  to  the  Southward  he  dares  not 
part  with  it,  pray  send  him  orders  to  Deliver  me 
as  much  of  it  as  I  may  want  for  the  ships,  as  also 
any  other  article  he  has  that  will  be  of  use  tor  ye 
vessells. 

1  remain  with  great  Respect 

Your  most  humble  serv'fc 

Thomas  Cushixg. 

P.  S.  Pray  send  me  answer  by  the  return  of 
this  Express,  who  carries  a  letter  Irom  ye  Council 
which  renders  it  needles*  for  me  to  write  you  rela- 
tive to  ye  proceedings  of  our  Assembly. 

The  Hon  John  Haucock  Esq. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  LETTER  BOOKS  OF 
JOHN  THURMAN,  JUNIOR. 

Communicated    by    Benjamin  H.  Hall,  Esq.,  of 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

Ralph  Tburman,  the  grandfather  of  the  writer 

of  the  letters  whence  the  extracts  that  follow  are 
made,  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  in  the 
year  1071.  His  son  John,  was  born  at  Lower 
Shadwell,  Cockhill,  March  fifteenth,  1G95,  and 
married  for  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  Wessells,  and 
for  his  second,  a  Mis.1!  Nulty.  John  Thurman  re- 
moved to  this  country,  and  on  February  twenty- 
seventh,  1732,  John  Thurman  junior  was  born,  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  Of  his  early  years  but  lit- 
tle information  is  preserved.  As  early  as  J 700,  he 
was  a  merchant  in  his  native  city,  and  had  on  sale 
at  his  warerooms  a  large  assortment  of  dry  goods, 
clothing,  millinery,  hardware,  crockery,  pewter 
ware  and  groceries.  These  he  supplied  not  only 
to  the  citizens  of  New  York  for  money,  but  with 
them  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  in  the  back 
settlements,  obtaining  in  exchange  the  furs  of  dif- 
ferent animals  and  such  other  articles  as  could  be 
sold  in  New  York  or  in  England.  Having  visited 
England  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1759  or  ear- 
ly in  1700,  he  returned  thence  reaching  New  York 
in  August  of  the  latter  year,  and  soon  alter  in- 
formed some  of  his  principal  customers  at  Albany 
and  other  places,  by  letter,  that  he  was  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  "  a  very  neat  assortment  of  goods," 
and  hoped  "  to  have  the  pleasure  to  serve"  them 
"  in  many  articles." 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  lie  was 
opposed  to  the  schemes  of  taxation  which  Great 
Britain  strove  to  impose  upon  the  Ameriean  colo- 
nies, and  as  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  his  let- 
ters, freely  expressed  that  opposition.  It  seems, 
however,  that  when,  under  the  act  of  June  thir- 
tieth, 1716,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  he  was  required  to  take  the  oath  ac- 
knowledging the  validity  of  the  government  of 
that  State,  he  refused  to  comply  with  the  demand, 
and  was  subsequently,  in  consequence  of  such  re- 
fusal, removed  within  the  enemy's  lines. 

Referring  to  this  compulsory  residence,  one  of 
Mr.  Thurman 's  nephews  wrote,  in  1789,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  It  is  true  Mr.  T.  some  part  of  the  War 
"  resided  within  the  British  lines,  tlio'  this  situa- 
"  tion  was  not  a  voluntary  choice  of  his  making 
"  but  the  effect  of  an  abuse  of  power  assumed  by 
"  a  committee  (previous  to  the  establishment  of 
"  our  present  State  Government)  who  banished 
"  him  thither.  Mr.  T.  has  long  tince  been  roin- 
"  stated  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  citizen- 
"  ship."  Mr.  Thurman  himself  gave  his  reasons 
for  his  conduct,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  written  April 
twenty  fifth,  1789,  in  these  words  :  "  No  Law  in 
"  our  State  deprives  me  of  recovering  Interest  on 
"  my  acco13  on  acco'  of   my  being   within   these 


"  Lines  being  sent  in  for  no  offence  but  conceiving 
"  the  Oath  tendered  me  a  flat  contradiction  in  it- 
"  self." 

Alter  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  business 
in  New  York  city,  but  subsequently  resigned  it  to 
his  nephews  and  began  to  purchase  and  settle  lands 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
At  Johnsburgh,  in  Warren  county,  he  made  his 
principal  settlement  about  the  year  1790,  at  which 
time  that  place  was  twenty  miles  remote  from  any 
other  settlement  His  residence  at  Johnsburgh 
was  known  as  "  Elm  Hill."  He  was  never  mar- 
ried, although  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  from 
his  letters  that  he  field  the  fair  sex  in  no  light  es- 
timation. He  was  gored  by  a  bull,  and  died  in 
consequence  of  the  wounds  thus  received  Septem- 
ber twenty-seventh,  1809,  aged  77, and  lies  buried 
in  a  small  enclosure  at  Weavertown,  a  village  in 
the  town  of  Johnsbuigh  : 

[New  York]  3  Sept"  1700. 

Christopher  Chambers  Merch'  London. 

I  have  the  pleasure  for  the  first  time  dating  a 
Letter  to  you  from  my  on  Country.  1  arrived  here 
after  having  been  from  Falmouth  53  days,  tbo'  we 
touch'11  at  Marblehead  &  Boston  in  our  way.  as  to 
publick  news  I  am  no  politician  &supose  you  J  »n't 
expect  it  at  my  hand ;  however  lean  say,  as  the 
world  says,  our  Armies  have  marched  by  Beveral 
ways  Against  the  Enemy,  Gen'  Amherst  via  Oswe- 
go, Heaviland  by  Crown  Point  &  Gen1.  Murray  up 
the  River  St  Lawrence,  so  we  make  our  Approach- 
es on  all  sides,  &  I  hope  ere  1  seal  this  Epistle  to 
say  all  Canady  is  reduced,  &  the  Inhabitants  pris- 
oners of  War  or  under  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to 
his  present  Majesty.  As  to  domesticks,  I  found 
all  friends  well,  George  &  1  have  got  to  house 
keeping  tho'  my  housekeeper  who  has  been  only 
one  week  with  me  is  very  poorly,  &  so  yoifll  say 
we  keep  but  a  Bad  house,  why  say  it  it  you  will 
for  God  knows  its  Bad  enough  old  &  Rotten  &  is 
much  in  Want  of  a  Thorough  repair,  but  saw-  you 
what  do  I  care  for  that,  why  let  me  tell  you,  if 
ever  I  get  aide  to  Build  a  New  house  1  will  have 
better  conveniences  for  carrying  on  the  Furr  Trade, 
&  you  6hall  Judge  when  that  has  done  suficient  to 
Furnish  me  with  the  materials.  Our  friend  Remsen 
still  stands  Batohelor,  as  dose  Mr  Earnest  but  his 
Lease  is  so  nerly  expired  that  we'll  write  him 
safely  mored  head  &  Stern  in  the  Harbour  of 
Bliss,  his  main  mast  step'd  his  Keelson  good  &  Firm 
&  we'll  call  it  by  the  name  of  Miss  Sally Tenykc. 
here  is  such  a  stroke  carried  on  in  the  matrimonial 
way  that  was  you  acquainted  I  could  give  you  a 
List  of  at  Least  50  Couple  Spliced  &  about  to  be 
spliced  in  3  moons.  this  is  Leap  year  &  (iod 
knows  its  well  carried  on.  1  Bupose  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  return  to  your  Town  when  1  get  in  the 
Vien,  then  oh  !  my  dear  Miss  Cowley  !  1  S.ipose 
vou   visit  BiU'cclay's   Building,  if  not  pray  go  to 
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Mrs.  Ronalds  &  Kiss  the  dear  girl  for  me  &  Let  me 
know  how  she  dose,  as  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear 
from  her,  &  at  the  same  time  let  me  know  how 
you  prosper,  now  Let  me  beg  my  Compliments,  to 
31"  Sargent  Auf'rere  your  Good  Sisters,  Mrs  Dean, 
M".  Miss  &  Mr  Bowland,  Savage,  Mr  Sharp  &  Fam- 
ily, &  all  friends  of  My  Acquaintance  Collonel 
Dean  may  now  take  upon  him  the  Government  of 
New  York,  as  his  honour  James  Delancey,  depart- 
ed this  Life  in  July  Last,  I  shall  be  glad  to  shake 
him  by  the  Fist.  *  *  * 

N.  Y.3Septr17G0 
John  Whitelock  (Merch*  London) 
*  *  *  Mrs  &  Mr.  Rivington,  like  the   Country 
exceedgly.  *  *  * 

[New  York  Sept  3d,  1760] 

John  Sargent  (London) 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  begin  a  Correspondence 
with  you  from  my  Native  home  where  at  my  ar- 
rival I  found  all  friends  in  health,  The  Mount 
&  Flag  Business  is  nigh  crushed,  &  many  here 
are  great  sufferers,  so  great  that  we  fear  they 
will  scarcely  be  able  to  go  on  in  business.  About 
3  weeks  since  Two  Jew  Traders,  at  Albany  Shut 
up  Shop  &  made  themselves  scarce,  &  its  com- 
puted our  Merch"  in  New  York  Lose  between 
£15  &  20,000  a  great  L)ss,  tho  I  dont  know  any 
of  your  friends  except  Mr  Marston  (who  I  believe 
is  very  able  to  tear  his  Loss,)  Sutlers.  Governor 
Delancey  departed  this  Life  Last  July,  a  Great 
Loss  to  the  Government  1  shall  be  Glad  to  see 
the  Colonel  &  his  Lady  come  over,  to  Occupy  his 
place,  &  the  Governmts  Loss  by  that  means  Re- 
stored. 1  am  sure  shell  Like  this  Country,  as 
well  as  England,  as  we  have  a  Much  Better  Cli- 
mate, &  as  Fruitfull  Soil.  I  hope  to  Insert  by 
Postcript  that  all  Canady  is  ours,  as  we  have 
got  near  the  Enemy  on  all  sides  of  Montreal. 
The  Flower  Shipp'O  by  the  contractors  from  Lon- 
don is  every  Barrel  condemned  as  unfitt  for  use. 


[Newr  Yrork,  October,  1760] 

John  Whitelock  [London] 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  I  had  a  very  Good 
Sale  Since  my  Goods  arrived.  I  hope  to  enlarge 
nay  orders  &  encreas  their  annual  Ace13  as  I  have 
no  doubt  all  in  your  power  will  be  done  to  eu- 
able  me  to  undersell  my  Neigh"  tho  you  have 
miss'd  it  in  some  things  which  for  your  Govern- 
ment 111  point  out.  The  Thread  Lace  is  not  the 
sort  used  here  &  is  said  to  be  very  high.  The 
Nett  Silk  Purses,  I  bought  when  in  London  a 
G-G  are  equally  as  Good  as  those  you  have 
charged  7-6  &  were  chose  before  them  at  one 
price,  the  Egrets  Brests,  Flowers  &  some  little 
things,  all  say  are  handsome  but  dear,  they  have 
given  me  much  Trouble  to  no  purpose  for  1  have 


not  sold  any.  tho  I  offerd  theru  at  Less  Proffit 
than  I  sell  other  things.  I  shall  Trouble  my 
self  no  more  wth  those  Trifling  articles,  till  I  see 
a  change  but  hope  to  do  better  Business  with 
you.  many  have  Imported  theiu  Lately  &  the 
Miliners  are  accustomed  to  have  them  at  their 
own  Price  which  youll  readily  Judge  is  Low 
enough.  1  should  be  glad  you  could  do  the  Silk 
Hand"  somthing  better  as  to  other  matters  I  hear 
no  complaint,  now  is  the  time  for  me  to  Lay  a 
firm  foundation  fordoing  business  in  Better  times. 
Little  can  be  done  at  Present  more  than  secur- 
ing Good  Customers  by  selling  Cheap  you  know 
the  Strongest  Tys  of  Busiuess,  Bills  of  Exchange 
are  Ris  from  G2  1-2  to  80  which  is  I  think  high- 
er than  they  can  remain  Long,  as  soon  as  they 
Fall  or  Furrs  come  in  you  may  depend  on  a  Re- 
mittance. I  need  not  assure  you  it  Shall  all  be 
done  in  due  time  having  verballvconn"d  over  this 
matter. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  James  Riving- 
ton is  Indefatagable  in  his  business,  &  will  not 
give  himself  time  to  go  to  a  weekly  club,  &  finds 
business  enough  to  Imploy  every  moment  of  his 
time,  he  declares  he  is  as  contented  &  well  satis- 
fyd  as  ever  he  was  which  I  think  is  verilyd  by  the 
magnitude  of  his  Corporation,  all  his  cloathswant 
Letting  out,  he  is  held  in  much  esteem  &  Look'd 
upon  as  a  very  usefull  man,  &  I  believe  will  soon 
be  a  Rich  man  my  best  compliments  to  your  Good 
Spouse,  Son  &  Daughter. 

[New  York,  October,  1760] 

Mr.  Benton  Harrison. 

I  Just  Reced  a  Line  from  our  friend  Mr  John 
Milner,  who  is  taking  the  Gown  as  per  his  In- 
closed Letter  &  having  a  desire  to  become  an  in- 
habitant of  your  country  would  be  glad  to  know 
what  places  are  vacant  &  whatSalleiw&  Pcrquisits 
are  annexed  to  them  he  is  a  Gent  I  dare  say  will 
give  Great  Satisfaction  in  Preach'  the  word  of 
God  amongs'  you  as  he  is  universally  liked  by  all 
who  converse  wth  him  if  youll  please  to  write  me 
by  return  of  Post  I  will  forward  it  to  him  &  any 
servs  you  can  do  him  shall  be  esteemed  done  to 
your  assured  Friend  &,  serv' 

N.  York,  28th  Oct'  60 

Miss  Jain  Blockley  at  Birmgham 

In  yours  4  June  Last  you  was  pleased  to  say 
you  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  me  at  my  arrival 
According  to  your  desire  be  it  done,  now  you'll 
say  this  ram  writes  Long  epistles,  he  is  a  Strainger 
to  the  Fair  or  he  would  not  Transgress  so  far  upon 
their  patience,  but  yon  have  challenged  me  to  it 
th&refore  I  will  go  on  Midsummer  day  I  Left  your 
Island  Forty  two  days  after  we  made  the  Conti- 
nent of  America,  &  put  in  at  Boston,  where  we 
Lay  a  few  days  &  put  to  sea  again  &  in  11  days 
after  arrived  at  this  Port,  after  having  been  at  sea 
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53  clays  mostly  very  pleasant  weather,  undergoing 
many  different  scenes  of  sickness  &  health,  pains 
&  Pleasure  we  Landed,  all  stout  &  hearty,  here  I 
was  very  agreeably  surprised  to  see  the  havock  & 
Ruins  the  Late  conflagration  had  made  removed,  & 
a  stately  New  Building  Standing  in  its  Stead, 
which  contain'd  the  Man  I  Love  best  in  the  World, 
he  reced  me  with  Joy  &  Gladness,  &  after  a  mu- 
tual Imbrace  Saluting  all  my  friends  in  perfect 
health,  had  the  inexpressable  pleasure,  to  fand  my 
Father,  after  having  Livid  in  a  habitation  to  a  I 
good  old  age  very  contented  &  satisfy'd  to  change 
it  for  a  new  one,  so  much  Philosophy  is  not  com- 
mon to  men  of  Riper  years,  I  will  not  say  you 
know  but  undoubtedly  you've  heard,  the  prejudice 
reople  are  apt  to  have  to  dwellings  after  havg  occu-  [ 
pyed  them  from  their  Infancy,  that  old  people  by 
removing  from  their  dwelling  Generally  lemove 
out  of  this  world,  soon  after,  now  having  detaind 
you  so  Long  at  the  Fair  of  my  friends,  I  shall  be- 
gin  my  epistle  to  you,  &  if  I  knew  by  what  name* 
1  would  Insert  it  for  I  supose,  the  Man  with  a 
Black  Gown,  has  said  For  Better  &  For  Worse,  ; 
&  so  removed  Blockley  out  of  the  Question,  well  i 
Jain  these  are  things  that  must  be  done,  &  happy 
must  that  Man  be  wliogeteth  thee  for  an  liclpmeat 
Prudence  &  Virtue  Joind  to  every  other  good  &  j 
desirable  Qualification,  Centered  in  the  Breast  of  | 
an  agreeable  Person,  can't  but  make  those  capable 
of  being  happy,  Truly  so,  &  that  man  must  be  a 
wretch  indeed,  that  dose  not  possess  every  thing  in 
Possessing  you  Oh  !  that  1  may  Visit  England 
once  more,  not  but  I  Live  in  full  as  good  a  Coun- 
try,  But  aLass  I'll  say  no  more  so  fair  well  old 
England.  Now  let  me  enquire  whats  become  of 
your  Brother  Tom  he  is  either  confoundedly  in 
Love  with  some  girl  or  other  or  Lost  his  sences  for 
having  been  so  or  his  memory  for  want  of  Being 
so,  or  or,  or  or  I  dont  know  what  for  I  am  sure  all  [ 
is  not  right  with  him,  ask  him  how  gose  Chape  &  [ 
Lockmaking,  &  Let  me  know  how  Long  its  since 
he  forgot  to  write,  or  who  was  his  former  scribe  & 
of  what  distemper  he  died,  nay  ask  him  Ten 
Thousand  Questions  as  1  would  was  1  with  him  & 
all  to  as  Little  purpose  1  am  determined  to  with 
hold  my  pen  till  1  hear  from  him,  if  his  silence 
Last  till  dooms  day,  &  then  I'll  not  write  Indeed  I 
willn't. 

Dear  Girl  as  you  absented  yourself  from  com- 
pany &  Diner,  to  Give  me  the  Inexpressable  pleas- 
ure of  a  Billit  so  in  Return,  I  weary  after  follow- 
ing Business  all  day.  Light  my  candle  Sit  down  & 
write,  I  would  to  God  1  had  some  other  way  to 
Testily  my  Gratitude  my  candle  in  the  Socket  re- 
minds me  of  its  end  &  1  see  the  necessity  of  con- 
cluding this  Long  Letter  for  in  the  very  humour  1 
began  so  1  end  fully  persuaded  your  patience  is  all 
exhausted,  my  compliments  to  your  Good  father 
M°  &  family,  Blakely  &  Suart,  my  watch  tells 
ine  you  are  fast  and  sound  on  your  Pillow  it  be'ng 


about  4  o'clock  in  the  Morning  with  you  God  Give 
you  pleasant  Dreams  &  Continue  your  health  & 
every  needfull  Blessing  is  the  Sincere  prayer  of 
him  who  Loves  you  Much  &  is  moat  assuredly 
yours. 

[New  York]  2G  Octr  GO 

John  Sargent  Esqr  London 

I  can't  but  Imbrace  all  opp7  to  Let  you  hear 
from  me,  1  presented  your  compliments  with  The 
Ladies  to  our  friend  Reade,  setting  forth  the  pleas- 
ure he  would  add  to  your  life  by  revisiting  Eng- 
land, &  the  Great  &  inestimable  happiness  you 
intended  him  in  a  Good  wife  he  was  vastly  Inquis- 
itive &  desirous  to  know  who  the  Lady  was  I  as- 
sured him  she  was  a  very  fine  woman  &  well  worth 
all  he  could  do  to  obtain  her,  these  arguments 
weigh  much  with  him,  &  he  seems  very  desirous 
of  Coming  to  you,  but  the  Distance  &  as  he  seems 
to  think,  he's  past  theMiredian,  are  all  the  objec 
tions.  by  Davis  hope  to  send  you  somthing  Truly 
American,  for  every  thing  you  have  in  common  are 
the  same  as  our's  are,  therefore  not  worth  your 
acceptance  after  a  Voyage.  The  Seat  or  Fountain 
of  News,  is  removed  so  can  say  nothing  on  that 
head.  Our  Good,  therefore  wise  General,  is  com- 
ing down  tbo'  he  has  done  all  that  can  be  done, 
&  what  none  before  him  could  do  Success  has 
crown'd  all  his  undertakings,  and  he  has  restored 
Peace  to  this  Land,  without  the  Loss  of  many 
Men,  he  always  secured  the  country  he  went  Thro' 
&  restored  safety  to  the  Back  Inhabitants,  even  in 
Times  of  iVarr,  tho  he  has  done  this,  &  excluded 
the  French  from  any  commerce  with  the  Indians, 
Relieved  the  Inhabitants  from  the  Tiranny  of  the 
army,  had  a  Strict  eye  to  Justice,  punishing  all 
that  were  Faulty  in  the  Army,  as  the  Civel  Law 
dose  in  Government  without  respect  to  persons,  af- 
ter all  this,  many  say  more  was  in  his  power  &  he 
ought  to  have  done  it,  &  others  as  Ignorantly  say 
all  was  done  for  him,  &  he  has  done  Nothing,  this 
shows  the  alwolute  Impossibility  of  Pleasing  every 
Body,  or  Acting  in  a  Publick  Character  without 
Blame.  I  hope  those  at  the  head  of  affairs  may 
see  &  Reward  his  merrit,  and  never  give  up  the 
Great  acquisitions,  but  annex  them  to  the  Crown, 
&  Future  Ages  Bless  the  Man  that's  rooted  out  so 
noctious  an  enemy. 

My  Best  Compliments  to  all  the  Ladies  of  our 
acquaintance,  I  shall  be  proud  to  render  them  any 
acceptable  Service  on  this  Side  the  Water  I  am 
much  obliged  to  M™  Sargent  &  Miss  Chambers  tor 
recomend*  George  to  me,  I  am  in  great  hopes  he 
will  make  a  very  Good  Boy.  he  seems  to  Like  the 
Country  very  much,  the  General  h«s  established 
New  York  Paper  Money  thro1  all  his  conquests 
even  to  Quebeck,  this  will  be  of  Great  advantage 
to  this  Government  &  a  mighty  support  t)  the 
Credit  of  its  mony  we  dont  know  but  war  may 
Last  another  Year,  Since  the  Mount  &  Flrg  Traid 
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lias  been  stopped,  Dry  Good  are  slow  sale,  &  in 
consequei'Ce  much  Fallen  in  price  not  only  so,  But 
Bills  are  monstrously  Risen  now  182^  pe',  I  have 
Bo1  none  nor  will  I  at  those  Prises,  if  any  way  can 
he  found  to  do  wthout  If  any  change  threatens  the 
Present  times  that  may  give  a  Turn  to  affairs  shall 
be  glad  you  would  please  to  communicate  it  wtb 
your  Sentiments  thereon  &  you'll  add  to  the  many 
Obligations  already  Received,  which  shall  always 
be  acknowledged  by  your  assured  Friend  &  Ready 
Hble  Servt 

N  York  2G  Octr  GO 

John  Sargent  [London] 

Since  I  wrote  you,  by  this  oppT.  send  yon  an 
American  Animal  call'd  a  Raccoon,  it  Feeds  on 
Milk  Bread,  nuts  meats  &c ,  It  thrives  in  the  Fall 
till  Christmas  after  which  Season  they  grow  Lean, 
they  are  very  fine  eating,  1  wish  you  a  Good  Appe- 
tite when  ever  you  dress  it,  I  have  given  it  to  doc- 
tor Stuard  who  says  he  will  send  it  by  a  safe  band* 
to  London,  by  Water,  I  shall  alway  be  glad  to 
bear  of  Mr  Sargcnts  health  &  am  wishing  you  ev- 
ery needfull  Blessing  yours  assuredly 

N  York  G,h  Jan*  1761 

John  Sargent  [London] 

Yours  per  the  Gen1  Wall  duly  came  to  hand,  I 
can  only  say  Many  Goods  are  gone  from  hence  to 
Quebeck  &  Montreal,  But  those  places  will  be  fur- 
nished with  Goods  from  your  place  Immediately, 
&  1  cant  see  we  can  have  any  other  connections  wth 
them  in  Trade,  if  the  country  be  as  fruitlull  & 
pleasant  as  described  however  this  advantage  must 
arise  to  this  place  from  this  noble  Concpiest  we 
have  a  Larjjc  frontier  all  secured  from  hostilities, 
where  the  Farmers  may  as  they  heretofore  have 
done  Raise  their  Crops  of  Grain  Cattle  &  C.  wtb 
out  fear  this  must  reduce  the  price  of  all  sorts  of 
Provis  &  enable  us  to  carry  on  an  advantageous 
trade  to  the  West  Indies,  this  place  must  also  be 
the  receptacle  for  every  commodety  Taken  on  the 
Lakes  at  Niagara  Oswego  &C.  &  secure  us  the  In- 
dian Trade  wch  is  a  very  advantageous  Branch, 
they  are  mostly  paid  in  Trifleing  Articles  for  the 
amasing  Quantitys  of  Furrs  they  Take,  this  arti- 
cle can  only  be  remitted  for  Dry  Goods  is  we  have 
no  other  market  for  it  &  the  more  numerous  our 
back  Inhabitants  &■  Indians  are  the  Greater  Quan- 
titys of  Goods  we  shall  want  to  supply  them  as 
they  never  make  clothing  when  they  can  imploy 
themselves  in  Agriculture,  as  to  the  Contract  or 
Contractors  at  Hallilax  I  can  say  nothing  to  it  as 
have  had  your  Letter  but  2  days— I  shall  if  Possib1 
Inform  myself  &  Let  you  know,  in  time  of  Peace 
it  will  be  done  for  much  Less  than  at  Present,  & 
from  what  I  have  already  6a<d  should  the  Warr 
continue  Provisions  certainly  must  fall  unless  some 
unforeseen  cause  prevents  for  your  Government 
you  have  the  Present  Price  of  all  the  articles  nec- 


essary for  the  Govern4  allowance  from  which  youll 
be  able  to  form  a  Judgement. 

Winter  Rages  Ice  Surrounds  this  Island,  &  in 
Short  from  the  Scarcity  of  money  one  would  Judge 
this  piercing  air  had  also  Stopped  its  circulation. 
If  the  mont  or  Flag  Trade  is  not  allowd,  fairwell 
Dry  Good  Business  for  at  leaste  one  year  the  vast 
Quantitys  expended  in  that  way  caused  Great  Im- 
ports, its  sudden  Stop  has  caused  great  Sale  at 
Auction,  we  do  all  we  can  to  discourage  such  pro- 
ceedings, but  all  sorts  of  Goods  are  sold  every  day 
at  50  perC.  Le.-s  than  they  can  be  Imported  for. 
Bearskins  Coating  &  several  other  coarse  Goods 
Sutable  to  the  season,  1  had  in  time  &  have  not 
been  able  to  sell  but  a  meer  Trifle  nor  do  I  expect 
to  sell  any  till  next  year,  if  in  the  Spring  these 
Goods  are  as  plenty  no  man  will  see  his  own  for 
any  cargoe  he  may  Import  If  these  are  ye  pleasing 
prospects  to  a  young  beginer  I  can  only  wish  to 
be  delivered  from  them  however  Something  Great 
may  Arise  from  our  New  conq"  wcb  we  have  njt 
had  time  to  experience.  *  *  * 

N  Y  11th  Feb*  1761. 

John  Sargent  [London] 

I  have  to  crave  your  acceptance  of  one  dozen  of 
our  Quails,  as  they  used  to  the  Coop  hope  they 
will  arive  safe  w11'  you,  I  have  the  Cap"  promise 
he  will  be  carefull  of  them  as  they  will  be  a  novilty 
about  your  country  seat,  1  would  just  recommend 
this  method  to  you  in  raising  &  keeps  them  there, 
have  one  wing  of  each  Bird  Cut  off  at  the  first 
Joint  from  the  Body,  then  Let  or  cause  some  weeds 
to  grow  in  your  Inclosed  yard  where  you  keep 
your  Poultry,  and  as  it  will  be  arly  in  the  Spring 
when  they  arrive  you  I  hope  will  have  a  fine  covey 
by  Fall, — they  Bring  20  or  30  young  at  once  & 
generally  batch  Twice  in  every  Season  if  those  do 
not  arrive  safe  or  if  you  have  no  Luck  in  Raising 
them  shall  send  you  more  from  time  to  time  as  I 
can  get  my  friend  to  carry  them  my  best  compli- 
ments to  your  Good  Spouse  &  Children,  Mr  &  M" 
Aufrere,  Miss  Chambers,  M"  Deane,  The  Colo- 
nel, Doctor  &  all  friends  we  Long  to  hear  what 
our  Grand  Fleet  is  Doing — 

N  York  12'h  Feb*  176! 

Chris'  Chambers  [London] 

I  can  give  you  no  other  mai'ks  of  the  Sincere 
friendship  I  bear  you  than  now  &  then  to  send  you 
small  Tokens  whereby  you  shall  bear  me  in  mind. 
by  this  oppT.  send  you  a  Martin  Skin  Purse,  1  aken 
from  a  Great  Warrior  as  also  a  Powder  horn  of 
curious  work  &  String  of  Porcupine  Quills  from 
one  of  our  Warriors.  I  send  you  those  as  I  know 
your  fond  of  the  Gun.  I  shall  send  you  by  6ome 
other  opp*  sometime  hence  a  couple  of  Young  Dogs, 
such  as  are  most  esteem 'd  by  the  Indian  Hunters, 
but  I  must  tell  you  they  are  in  the  Womb  of  the 
Dam  yet  I  observe  your  Dispoeition  Concerning 
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Furrs  &  1  fear  you  Loose  time  in  your  Sarch  after 
that  Article  I  expected  Long  ere  now  to  have  had 
the  Particulars  of  every  Market  in  Europe.  I 
have  Laid  myself  out  for  that  article  &  unless  I 
liiid  you  better  Inclined  to  that  article,  or  that  you 
can  Let  me  Act  upon  some  certainty,  1  shall  not 
Adventure  so  Largely  in  that  article  as  we  intend- 
ed but  dispose  of  them  some  other  way.  I  know 
from  Long  experience  they  will  always  make  a  re- 
mittance If  sold  at  your  Market.  I  shall  send 
you  no  more  till  I  hear  from  you  nevertheless  1 
shall  purchase  all  I  can  Lay  my  hands  upon  pray 
be  lndusterous  now  is  the  time  if  ever  to  make 
something  by  them  the  Vast  Quantity's  tlv.its  in 
the  Capitulation  you  fear  willl  Lower  the  Price 
wth  you  Query,  Did  not  the  Same  Quantity  go  to 
the  Same  Market  every  year,  all  that  were  Taken 
at  Quebeck  went  to  France  &  you  know  where 
they  are  concerned,  our  Government  is  not  to  be 
by  the  London  Market,  tho  that  Market  always 
rules  us  here,  as  you  said  60  I  hope  you'll  get  at 
the  Last  Market,  1  am  endeavour*  &  will  soon 
Get  at  the  first,  so  if  between  those  two  we  cant 
make  it  do  why  the  Furr  business  must  not  be 
worth  Following,  be  diligent  &  dont  Let  the  Grat 
Fortune  you  have  make  you  Indolent  or  stop  the 
Progress  of  your  enquiry  you  have  capacity,  1 
doubt  not  but  I  shall  hear  of  your  geting  some 
Publick  Post  of  Honour,  as  by  the  Kings  Death 
they  were  make  Vacant,  so  by  his  resurection  they 
will  be  fild  again. 

Remsen  is  a  shamed  to  give  you  an  acco'  ot  the 
many  Defeats  he  has  Suffered,  nevertheless  so  it  is 
Let  him  say  what  he  will  to  the  contrary.  &  you'll 
perhaps  say  poor  fellow  he  has  hard  fortune  &  de- 
serves pitty  but  dont  mistake  the  Matter,  he  is 
greatly  to  be  commended,  his  views  are  such  as 
ever  clever  fellows  ought  to  be,  he  persivers  in 
choosing  women  of  the  first  character  &  will 
not  fail  to  do  him  honour  whenever  he  Succeeds. 
1  have  marked  out  my  Camp,  as  soon  as  the  cold 
moderates,  1  shall  entrench  &  take  the  Season  be- 
fore me,  determined  to  conquer  &  grant  honour 
Honourable  Terms,  you  shall  receive  the  capitula- 
tion &  surrend,  the  Number  of  Prisoners,  kill'd 
wounded  &  C.  before  we  write  1762,  pray  tell  me 
bow  you  Like  Sally  Cowley,  &  if  you  have  not 
seeu  her  go  to  her  &  present  my  compliments  to 
her,  by  way  of  Introduction. 

Well  after  having'as  it  were  tired  your  Patience 
I  shall  turn  to  the  Ladies,  pray  my  complim'3  to 
Mts  Sargent,  your  Good  Sisters,  M"  Deane  Mrs  & 
Miss  Aufrere,  &  all  friend  that  visit  May  Place  1 
shall  be  glad  to  do  them  any  acceptable  Services 
here  tell  them  George  is  a  Very  Good  Roy  &  the 
Longer  I  have  him  the  Retter  I  Like,  he  answer's 
the  Best  Character  I  have  had  of  him — 

now  let  us  condole  together  over  our  Good  friend 
Christopher  Chambers,  for  his  want  of  resolution 
&  if  I  am  not  wrong  in  my  conjectures  he  is  doom- 


ed to  Live  &  Dye  an  old  Batcbelor  what  an  amaz- 
ing fund  ol  Happiness  he'll  Lot*e,  to  rass  over  the 
Prime  &  active  part  of  Youth  &  Vigor,  the  only 
time  he'll  have  of  renewing  Life  in  old  age,  I 
mean  of  Living  again  in  the  of-pring  of  his  Body 
&  Tasting  what  can't  be  described,  fair  well  1*11 
say  no  more  about  it  but  subscribe  myself  as  no 
man  is  more  so, 

Dr  sir  Your  assured  friend  &  servt 

N  York  1"  March  1701. 

Chris1,  Chambers  [London] 

Had  the  Packet  Saild  before  I  should  not  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  writing  you,  but  1  Pistol  you 
by  >'.ll  opportunitys,  to  which  you  are  kind  enough 
to  sity  nothing,  pray  tell  me  what  can  be  the  rea- 
son of  your  not  writing  mc  us  you  promised,  by 
all  opportunities  respecting  many  matters.  1  am 
not  much  concerned  about  publick  affairs,  for  they 
all  seem  to  go  well,  yet  a  Little  of  that  is  agreea- 
ble, tell  me  how  diversions  go  on  at  May  place, 
what  Fowling  you  have,  who  is  Like  to  be  mar- 
ried, how,  my  acquaintance  in  Fencburch  street 
do,  kiss  all  the  Ladies  for  me  &  shake  the  fist  of 
all  the  men,  1  bear  them  a  Sincere  regard  &  am 
Clad  to  hear  front  them — there  came  a  Small  Bun- 
dle from  Birmgham  for  me  while  Hary  was  at 
London  tho  he  could  not  Get  it  onboard  the  Ed- 
ward, so  put  it  in  at  your  store,  they  are  a  Par- 
cell  of  Dyes-pray  if  you  have  not  already  sent 
them,  do  it  pr  fir<«t  opp1'. 

Remson  is  closely  engaged,  the  whole  Train  of 
Artillery  is  bro'  before  the  Castle  &  he  acts  Gal- 
lantly, the  Reseiged  Sally  out  now  &  then  but  are 
always  repulsud,  so  we  expect  a  Capitulation,  1 
shall  Leave  the  Description  of  the  Fortress  for  an- 
other epistle — Let  mc  hear  how  you  go  on,  or 
whether  you  are  Inactive  Still.  My  best  compli- 
ments to  all  the  Ladies  at  May  place. 

John   Sargent  Y^'  Pr  the   Earl   of  Ilallefax   Cap* 
Rowleston.     [London  J 

N  York  15  Aug  1761. 

*  *  #  #  j  am  Informed  Great  Qunntitys  of 
Beaver  &  other  Furrs  are  coming  don  from  Niaga- 
ra &C  (&  would  have  been  here  by  this  time  had 
not  the  Carriges  &  Vessels  all  been  Press'd  in  the 
Kings  Service  to  Transport  the  Troops  Baggage 
&c'  to  this  place  for  our  Secret  Expedition — here 
will  be  a  Mighty  Imbarcation  Soon  but  where  des- 
tin'd  we  cannot  say  but  Politicians  will  have 
Martinico  &  the  Massisipi.  1  sunose  you  know 
beet  &  most  abo«  it)  *  *  *  * 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  reduction  of  Roll  Isle. 
I  hope  Mr  Lewis  distinguished  himself  in  this 
Honour  to  his  country  &  Sitts  down  unhurt  after 
the  Seige. 

The  Glaring  hopes  of  Peace,  from  the  Publick 
Prints  seem  to  be  quite  Vanished  &  in  the  stea  1  of 
a   Si-'ssation   of  arms   a   mighty   exertion  from  all 
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Quarters  to  bend  them  by  Force  &  Snperiour  Pow- 
er. 1  wish  we  may  make  a  Lasting  &  Honourable 
peace  or  war  on  to  Maintain  the  Honours  we  have 
acquired,  &  God  grant  that  they  may  Increase  to 
the  subvertion  of  French  Treachery  <fc  Power.  1 
urn  glad  to  hear  his  majesty  sets  a  proper  Estimate 
on  Canaday  &  intend  to  hold  that  Valuable  Acqui- 
sition. 1  am  repairing  my  house  &  making  it 
convenient  to  cany  on  business  or  I  would  do  my- 
self the  Pleasure  of  Visiting  it,  &  giving  you  an 
acco'  of  it  from  my  own  observations,  now,  I  can 
only  say  most  People  say  its  a  tine  Country  &  the 
Climate  (which  was  alway  represented  as  Intoler- 
able in  Winter)  is  more  moderate  than  ours.  *  *  * 

N  York  27  Nov1  1773 
Mr.  Rutger  Sleeker  [Albany]. 
Sir. 

*  *  *  *  No  Tea  is  yet  Arrived  we  have  had  a 
Comitty  from  a  Select  Body  of  the  Inhabitance 
who  waited  on  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  India  Company  to  know  what  they  Intended 
to  do  with  the  Tea  When  it  Arrived  when  they 
Generously  Informd  them  they  Thought  it  was  so 
much  against  the  Scencc  of  the  Inhabitants  that 
they  could  not  Execute  the  Commission  &  that 
they  never  would  do  any  thing  that  was  Contrary 
to  the  Settlement  of  their  fellow  Citizens  which 
makes  ns  very  Easy  on  this  head  &  1  hope  we  shall 
have  no  disturbance  when  it  arrives  seing  the  Com- 
missioners are  ready  to  do  Whatever  the  City  shall 
Judge  Right.     *  **  * 

26  Deer  1773. 
Amos  Heyton  [probably  of  London] 
******  You  will  see  by  the  .News  Papers 
what  Kind  of  Reception  the  India  Companies  Teas 
have  had  in  America  Boston  hath  been  drove  to 
the  necessity  of  Destroying  it.Carrolina  Philada  & 
this  Place  I  trust  will  have  it  in  their  Power  to 
Return  it  our  Governour  having  the  affections  of 
the  Inhabitants  used  his  best  endeavours  to  get 
their  consent  to  Land  it,  but  the  affair  at  Boston 
has  detcrmind  the  Americans  to  perish  Rather 
than  suffer  it  to  be  Landed  or  to  have  any  disunion 
amongst  themselves  unless  Parliament  determine 
to  Repeal  those  acts  they  had  Better  declare  war 
against  the  Colonies  at  once,  &  1  dare  say  they 
will  stand  forth  for  their  King  &  Liberty  Like  sons 
of  Freedom,  we  all  wish  for  Peace  &  a  Good  un- 
derstanding between  Great  Britain  &  her  Colonee 
and  as  much  wish  to  suport  our  Liberties  which 
never  will  be  tamely  Given  up  you  may  be  us* 
sured. 

[New  York]  30  Dec'  1773. 
Thomas  Willson  [probably  of  London]. 

*  *  *  *  The  Tea  Ship  is  not  yet  anivedyou 
no  doubt  ere  this  have  heard  the  reception  it  had 
at  Boston  &  I  am  in  hopes  hi6  Escelency   will  suf- 


fer it  to  return  from  this  Post  wch  I  believe  will  be 
the  only  means  to  preserve  it. 

New  York  18  May  1774 
John  Stark.  [London] 

*  *  *  *  We  are  very  uneasy  &  dont  know  but 
Parliament  mean  to  drive  us  to  measures  wch  may 
prove  destructive  to  Great  Brittain  &  her  colonies, 
every  good  friend  to  both  will  wish  for  a  lasting 
union  &  I  am  sure  it  is  the  desire  of  every  good 
American  to  wish  Great  Brittain  may  forever  Re- 
main our  Head  &  Ruler  tho  never  to  impose  Inter- 
nal Taxation. 

IS  May  1774 
Messrs  Low  Griffin  &  Clay  [London] 

*  *  *  *  Surely  Great  Brittain  can  never  mean 
to  drive  us  into  measures  that  may  Lay  the  founda- 
tion lo  an  eternal  separation  Is  it  Possible  you 
can  mean  to  Ruin  the  Town  of  Boston  by  one  sin- 
gle act  of  oppression  &  what  is  done  to  one  may 
be  done  to  all,  &  should  this  act  be  carryed  into 
execution  then  fairwell  American  Freedom  &  Hap- 
piness &  I  may  say  Englands  glory. 

United  in  Love  &  friendship  to  Great  Brittain 
we  are  a  Happy  People,  but  if  a  Civil  Warr  is  car- 
ryed on  by  act6  of  oppression,  &  distress  Hurry 
the  People  into  acts  of  violence,  God  only  knows 
what  will  be  the  end.  This  is  the  most  alarming 
affair  I  ever  knew,  we  have  had  a  meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  City,  we  have  chosen  a  veiy 
respectable  commity  of  fifty  of  the  Principal  Cit- 
izens &  every  measure  will  be  taken  to  keep  Peace 
and  good  order.  1  should  wish  to  see  an  end  put 
to  our  Troubles  &  Peace  and  Harmony  Restored. 
America  never  will  submit  to  Internal  Taxation- 
never  can  be  Happy  but  under  Great  Brittain.  I 
am  in  hopes  General  Gage  will  6et  all  matters 
Right.  We  know  him  to  be  a  good  man,  he  is 
much  esteemed  in  this  Country,  he  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton Last  Friday,  Expresses  are  sent  to  the  different 
Provinces  &  you  may  depend  they  will  all  unite  in 
one  Cause  &  endeavour  by  all  Possible  means  to 
maintain  Peace  &  Good  order.  I  shall  be  more 
full  in  my  next  &  hope  never  to  see  the  day  when 
Americans  shall  not  love  an  Englishman  as  well 
as  an  American  and  that  America  may  ever  be 
Ready  to  Draw  the  Sword  in  Defence  of  Great 
Brittain  and  her  King — but  never  lift  a  Hand 
against  him  is  my  sincere  Prayers. 

New  York  21  June  1774. 

Aaron  Orme  &  Sons  [London] 

#  #  *  #  \ye  are  in  great  Troubles  about  the 
Injustice  of  your  nation  &  1  dont  know  but  such 
severity  may  bring  on  a  Civil  Warr  amongst  us, 
the  Love  we  formerly  bore  for  your  Country 
which  by  every  American  was  consider'd  as  their 
own  I  fear  will  dwindle  into  Hatred,  Strife  &  Dis- 
cord if  nothing  Worse.     Your  own  Imagination 


1868. 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE. 


289 


•will  Sugest  the  Straits,  our  Brethefn   at   Boston 
are  drove  to* 

N.  York  6  July  1774 
jellis  Fortda  [Probably  of  Albany] 

*  *  *  *  Tea  is  not  to  be  got  but  for  Cash  & 
then  by  Particular  Interest  &■  as  you  would  only 
chuse  it  if  I  could  get  in  my  way  wch  cannot  be 
done,  but  should  you  be  so  much  in  want  as  to 
Chuse  I  should  advance  the  Cash  will  endeavour 
tu  procure  a  Chest  for  you.  the  cash  is  Lodged 
before  the  Tea  arrives  frequently.     *  *  *  * 

New  York  7  July  1774 
John  Elmendorph    ["of  Albany   or   some   place  on 
Hudson  River] 

*  *  *  *  Politicks  is  the  Only  Business  we 
mind  at  presant  &  that  is  as  Crooked  as  Dick's 
Hatband  &  we  seem  but  too  much  Divided  in  Par- 
ties. 

[New  York,  about  Sept.  14,  1774] 
Sargent  Chambers  &  Co.  [Probably  of  LondonJ 

*  *  *  *  Tho  I  hate  Politicks  from  their  Late 
very  disagreeable  Circumstances  it  may  not  be  amiss 
or  very  disagreeable  to  you  at  Present  to  hear  the 
opinion  of  a  True  friend  to  the  Liberties  of  Amer- 
ica, &  a  sincere  Lover  of  Great  Brittain — I  am 
Greeved  to  think  she  is  Weary  of  her  Greatness, 
&  that  Prosperity  should  set  so  heavy  upon  her,  is 
there  no  enemy  to  be  found  on  which  she  may 
waste  her  Blood  and  111  got  Treasure  or  has  Con- 
quest &  Success  only  Laid  a  Foundation  for  Cru^ 
elty  &  Oppression,  or  has  the  operations  in  the 
Estate  given  such  a  Relish  to  Murder  Oppression 
&  Robbery  that  finding  no  more  Plunder  there  she 
should  Turn  her  Voracius  desires  on  Plundering 
America,  her  Best  Friend,  the  Child  of  her  Bosom 
&  Support  of  Age  every  American  was  Born  free 
we  Boast  every  Liberty  our  Most  Excellent  Con- 
stitution affords  we  are  long  used  to  its  Benign 
Influence  &  would  part  with  Life  Sooner  than  Live 
under  the  Fetters  of  discontent  &  Slavery,  You 
have  often  told  me  America  would  Become  inde- 
pendant  of  Great  Brittain,  the  Sound  of  which 
was  very  disagreabie  to  me  nor  could  I  conceive  it 
Possible  or  which  way  it  would  be  brought  about 
it  is  Said  Oppression  will  make  a  wise  man  mad  1 
am  sure  Loss  of  Liberty  &  the  Horrible  expecta- 
tion of  Cruel  and  Barbarous  oppression  is  enough 
to  make  every  American  mad  what  have  we  done 
to  forfeit  our  Birth  Right  or  how  came  our  Liber 
ties  dependanc  on  the  parliment  of  Great  Brittain, 
we  are  Slaves  to  no  power  under  Heaven  It  is  said 
you  Protect  our  Trade,  &  Therefore  we  ought  to 
Bubmit  Part  of  our  Property  to  your  disposal  as 
an  adequate  for  such  Protection. 

That  our  Ancesters  came  from   your  Island,  by 
which  we  Became   Children  &  ought  tj  submit 
whatever  you  may  think   of  the  Matter  we  think 
Hist.  Mao.      Vol.  IV.  19. 


we  are  men  &  that  Grey  Hairs    in  America   Com- 
mand as  much  Respect  as  old  age  in  England. 

Neither  do  we  think  we  have  been  deficient  in 
Supporting  the  Warr  or  Protecting  our  Trade  tho 
we  have  not  had  men  of  Warr  we  have  had  prov- 
ince Ships  &  Privateers  in  abundance  which  we 
have  found  the  Best  Protectors  of  Trade.  I  do  not 
remember  a  single  Man  of  Warr  all  last  Warr  sent 
here  or  to  any  Place  on  the  Continent  to  Protect 
our  Trade  some  were  sent  to  Convey  the  Trans- 
ports &  then  Pressed  our  Sailors  &  Distressed  our 
Trade  we  bore  a  full  proportion  of  all  the  Con- 
quests in  America  &  you  reape  the  whole  Benefit 
we.  have  less  Furr  Trade  now  than  when  the  French 
had  Canada  we  have  peace  on  our  Frontiers,  <!c 
you  have  all  the  Promt  of  it  whoever  will  Exam  in 
Facts  will  find  we  are  not  Indebted  to  you  in  Good 
will  and  an  Exertion  of  our  Powers  iu  the  General 
Cause. 

Now  you  must  take  away  the  Charter  Rights  of 
Boston  unheard,  Pass  a  law,  send  Ships  &  Soldiers 
if  they  dont  Submit  to  our  Laws  We  will  make 
them  feel  our  Power.  Americans  dare  dye  but 
dare  not  tamely  give  up  their  Liberties — we  dread 
the  Consequences  of  a  Civil  Warr  &  Fighting  with 
our  best  friends,  this  seems  at  hand.  Freemen  are 
not  to  be  governed  by  Power  &  force,  we  have  no 
Idea  of  it  &  God  only  knows  where  it  will  End. 
Most  People  seem  prepared  for  the  worst  of  Con- 
sequences. I  wish  General  Gage  &  his  men  were 
here  or  in  England  &  that  Boston  was  Governed 
as  usual  &  the  India  Companies  Teas  had  never 
been  taken  out  of  the  Store,  &  that  Live  &  Har- 
mony which  has  Subsisted  for  Ages  between  Great 
Brittain  &  her  Colonies  had  Remained  Undis- 
turbed—that we  were  Left  to  Govern  ourselves  & 
discharge  the  Expence  of  our  Internal. 

That  you  should  appoint  our  Governour  &  Con- 
fine our  Trade  so  as  that  you  may  have  every  Rea- 
sonable advantage  that  our  Love  towards  vou 
might  have  Encreaeed  if  it  were  Possible  &  until 
this  Good  old  way  of  Governouring  is  established 
we  shall  never  have  Peace.  It  is  yet  in  your  pow- 
er to  call  back  our  Love  to  save  your  Honour  to 
make  us  Happy  yourselves  Prosperous,  but  should 
you  drive  America  into  a  Rebellion  you  will  in  my 
Oppinion  find  it  Rvsier  to  Conquer  France  than  to 
subdue  them. 

There  is  not  a  Man  born  in  America  that  does 
not  Understand  the  Use  of  Fire  arms  &  that  well, 
as  we  have  much  Sport  Eve.y  Man  is  provided,  it 
is  Almost  the  First  thing  they  Purchase  &  take  to 
all  the  New  Settlemants  &  in  the  Cities  you  can 
scarcely  find  a  Lad  of  12  years  old  that  does  not 
go  a  Gunning 

We  were  Shocked  with  an  a  Larrem  that  Gen- 
eral Gage  had  Robbed  the  Magazine  of  the  Pow- 
der &  that  in  Attempting  to  take  it  Back  were 
fired  upon  &  6  men  killed  he  did  take  the  Province 
powder  but  no  further  harm  was  done.     It  is  said 
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above  Fifty  Thousand  Men  -were  in  Motion  for  the 
Relief  of  Boston,  &  Expresses  dispatched  every 
way  Believe  me  a  verry  dark  Cloud  hangs  Over 
this  Country  &  By  Force  I  dare  Prophesy  She 
Never  will  be  Conquered. 

I  love  Peace  &  Good  Order,  I  bave  Frequently 
exposed  myself  in  support  of  them  &  can  only 
wish  &  Pray  for  a  Happy  Reconciliation  Should 
the  General  Voyce  of  America  be  followed  you 
would  have  no  Trade  in  these  Quarters— there 
would  be  a  Non  Export  as  well  as  a  Non  Importa- 
tion Agreement  &  whatever  shall  be  advised  by 
the  Congress  I  veryly  believe  will  be  as  effectually 
Observed  as  ever  an  Act  of  Parliment. 

He  that  first  Began  to  Exert  the  power  of  Par 
liment  over  America  so  as  to   bring   her  Right  in 
Question  has  proved  already  the  Greatest  Curse  of 
the  Nation  that  Has  Happened   since   the  Revolu- 
tion. 

New  York  21  Oct'  1774. 
Rutger  Bleeker  [Albany] 

*  *  *  I  absolutely  think  it  best  to  get  what  we 
can  from  him  [Diamond,  a  debtor]  for  the  whole 
never  can  be  got  &  to  punish  People  too  severely  in 
this  woild  seems  to  answer  no  good  end  as  we  do 
rot  know  any  abatement  will  be  made  in  the  next 
lor  what  thev  suffer  here. 

*  #  #  #  'Politics  seems  to  be  at  a  stand— Cap- 
tain Sears  got  himself  soundly  drubbed  by  Cap- 
tain Braine  an  Irish  Gentleman  a  paper  War  in  a 
very  close  way  began.  "Sir  you  have  Used  me  ill 
make  proper  concessions  or  meet  me  &  try  if 
you  can  parry  Cold  Lead."  but  in  all  those  Matters 
the  aggressor  made  concessions  &  so  affairs  ended 
and  politics  lay  Dormant,  nothing  certain  from 
the  Congress,  but  sure  it  is  now  that  M*.  Dicken- 
son the  Pensylvanian  Farmer  is  added  to  the  num- 
ber, it  is  generally  believed  a  Non-Importation  is 
sure. 

[New  York]  29  October  1774 
Mess"  Low  Grifhn  &  Clay  [London] 
Bad  times  and  worse  a  coming  if  your  property 
in  these  parts  of  the  world  is  unsafe  so  are  our 
own  Total  Ruin  may  be  the  end  of  Civil  Warts  w°b 
must  certainly  be  the  Case  or  those  very  unconsti 
tutional  Acts  must  be  Repealed  With  your  Great 
Men  Rest  the  Fate  of  the  British  Empire  America 
my  friend  will  never  be  Governd  by  force  we  have 
too  high  a  sence  of  Liberty  to  Surrender  it  Tame- 
ly &  France  may  much  easier  be  conquered  than 
America,  we  can  get  nothing  by  the  contest  &  I 
think  Britain  Less,  all  may  be  thrown  into  Ruin  & 
Confusion  to  Gratify  an  Arbitrary  Desire  of  Gov- 
erning a  Free  People  &  in  the  end  never  be  accom- 
plished by  trade  you  must  get  our  wealth  &  what 
cannot  be  got  in  that  way  mustRemain  with  us,  it 
is  Impossible  to  make  the  Americans  Date  an  Eng- 
lishman, we  Love  you  &  Honour  you  as  our  ances- 


tors friends  &  Brethren,  &  shall  the  Sword  be 
drawn  to  drench  the  Blood  of  English  troops  in 
America  God  Almighty  avert  it  &  May  Americans 
swords  never  be  drawn  but  in  defence  of  Great 
Brittain  &  in  support  of  her  Honour.  I  hope  nev- 
er to  see  an  American  Establishment  but  that  Req- 
uisitions may  be  asked  only  in  times  of  neede,  and 
that  we  may  alway  Support  our  own  Internal  Gov- 
ernment without  expence  to  you  On  this  Ground  I 
dare  say  you  will  find  Americans  Blood  &  Treas- 
ure Ready  in  Suport  of  your  Honour. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  a  Non  Importation  is  Like  to 
take  place  turning  the  natural  course  of  trade  is 
very  easj'  but  to  bring  it  Back  requires  more  than 
Human  Wisdom.  I  must  quit  this  very  disagree- 
able Subject  as  no  human  Wisdom  can  draw  a  lire 
that  will  make  Peace  esperiance  is  the  Best  Rule 
for  Government  &  what  has  been  found  wise  for 
ages  past  I  hope  may  be  again  adopted. 

[New  York]  29  Oct'  1774 
Amos  Heyton  [probably  of  Ixmdon]. 

#  #  #  #  #     you  w1ji  gn(}  we  are  jn  a  Terrible 

Situation  the  Bostonians  are  Ready  to  draw  the 
sword  a6  is  Connecticut  they  are  a  Numerous 
Brave  People  &  will  as  Surely  fight  if  Hostilities 
are  begun  as  we  Live  you  know  these  People  all 
understand  fire  arms  &  are  daily  under  arms,  the 
Spirit  is  gone  forth  I  hope  it  may  be  Recalfd  in 
Peace  if  once  a  Blow  is  Struck  which  may  be  done 
by  som.e  Imprudent  hand  God  only  knows  where  it 
will  end — I  hope  your  Rulers  may  have  wisdom  & 
Americans  Moderation  &  that  Peace  &  unanimity 
may  Ensue. 

N.  York  November  21  1774. 

Rutger  Bleeker  [Albany]. 

I  can  no  longer  put  pen  to  paper  on  the  Subject 
of  Politicks  it  seems  to  me  our  Liberty  is  threat- 
ned  on  every  side  I  can  only  pray  that  God  may 
give  us  a  Happy  deliverance  from  the  Threatning 
Storm.     *  *  *  * 

N  York  14  Dec'  1774 
Henry  Broomfield  Boston 

#  *  *  I  can  say  Little  of  Politics  our  City  are 
well  determind  to  carry  the  association  of  the 
Congress  into  execution  tho  some  of  the  Lines 
Bear  hard  on  Individuals  but  as  all  depends  on 
harmony  &  a  faithfull  union  &  observance  of  our 
agreements  that  no  discontents  of  mistrust  may 
arise  between  the  Colonies  God  give  us  a  Happy 
deliverance  from  the  Present  distress  of  times. 

27  Dec'  1774 
Rutger  Bleeker  [Albany] 

#  #  #  #  We  have  accte  from  New  Hampshire 
that  the  Inhabitants  went  to  Plimoth  or  Ports- 
mouth, I  can  not  now  say  which  &took  out  ot  the 
Forte  (which  was  Guarded  by  about  6  Invalids) 
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220  full  Barrells  of  Powder  &  discharged  3  of  the 
Cannon  they  then  went  to  the  Governour  in  Coun- 
cil &  demanded  a  Categorical  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions, whither  he  knew  of  any  ships  or  Soldiers 
coming  to  that  Place  or  whither  he  had  wrote  for 
any — he  answerd  he  knew  of  none  nor  had  he 
wrote  for  any — in  the  Evening  they  Visited  the 
Forte  again  &  Took  away  all  the  small  arms. 
What  will  be  the  End  of  these  things. 

N  York  18  Feby  1775. 
Mess"  Remington  &  Briggs  [London]. 

*  *  *  #  Politics  Run  so  high  here  that  we  do 
not  know  any  Property  is  safe  amongst  ue  how 
they  will  end  God  only  knoAvs,  the  neighbouring 
Provinces  seem  so  determind  on  no  Submission  & 
have  done  Little  towards  an  accommodation  that 
should  aB  Little  be  done  by  Parliament  all  will  be 
confusion  for  my  own  part  I  have  no  Idea  of  Amer- 
ica being  forced  into  measures  they  Generally  deem 
oppressive  &  if  Force  is  used  I  think  we  need  no 
Spirit  of  Prophecy  to  say  it  will  never  Effect  it  we 
begin  to  think  what  Property  we  have  in  New 
England  very  precarious  as  the  most  of  the  Inhab- 
itants in  this  Place  are  averse  to  any  Violence  & 
wish  to  Suport  Law  &  order  we  are  abused  by  our 
neighbors  because  we  do  not  run  into  the  same 
violent  measures  with  them  yet  I  dare  be  bold  to 
say  this  province  would  be  as  firm  in  any  consti- 
tutional oposition  to  unconstitutional  Impositions 
as  any  of  them. 

N  York  18  Feby  1775. 
Amos  Hey  ton  [probably  of  London]. 

*  *  *  *  I  shall  not  enter  into  politics  we  are 
in  a  bad  Box  Strugling  for  order  amongst  our 
Selves  &  determine!  to  Suport  our  Liberty  on  Rea- 
sonable Grounds  how  this  may  please  on  your  side 
the  water  I  cannot  tell  but  it  is  Looked  upon  by 
many  in  America  as  Giving  up  our  all. 

New  York  27  March  1775 

Mr  Rutger  Bleeker  [Albany]. 

I  shall  begin  this  Epistle  on  Politicks  as  it  must 
Be  so  in  Answer  to  yours. 

I  think  we  are  all  in  the  Wrong  both  Parties 
in  the  House  &  out,  Committees  Congresses  &  Con- 
ventions a  Spirit  of  Opposition  so  frequently  excludes 
Reason  &  Moderation  that  Matters  are  now  got  to 
such  a  pass  as  to  require  more  than  Human  Wis- 
dom to  set  them  right  1  am  quite  passive  &  only 
wish  the  Hypocrites  in  Politicks  may  find  Wo  due 
to  them — We  are  told  by  all  the  Governours  on 
the  Continent  if  we  ask  a  Redress  of  our  Griev- 
ances thro  our  Assemblies  we  shall  be  heard  &  if 
Our  Grievances  are  real  they  shall  be  redressed 
I  am  for  taking  them  at  their  Word  &  would  fol- 
low Peace  in  any  way  &  so  far  agree  with  our  as- 
sembly in  their  mode — 

I  think  it  was  very  Wrong  to  Hurry  the  House 


in  the  Consideration  of  the  Congress  this  would 
have  come  well  at  the  Last  of  the  Session  I  think 
they  ought  to  have  appointed  a  Committee  with 
Powers  to  meet  Committees  of  the  other  Colonies 
&  to  Consult  with  them  on  all  Cases  Respecting 
the  Liberties  of  America  to  have  prevented  a  Del- 
egation of  New  Powers  which  may  &  1  fear  will 
over  Set  the  Power  of  the  Law. 

I  boldly  assert  I  will  obey  no  Power  But  puch 
as  I  think  the  Law  will  Support  &  that  I  will  ever 
Endeavour  to  Support  that  Order  which  I  think 
eosential  to  Liberty.  If  it  were  Possible  for  Great 
Britain  to  make  peace  with  America  without  De- 
grading herself  below  the  Dignity  of  a  Superior  & 
leade  to  new  Broils  I  should  be  easyer  than  I  am. 
But  as  I  think  she  Cannot  grant  all  thats  asked  I 
fear  the  Breach  will  not  be  healed — here  1  must 
Leave  politicks.     *  *  *  * 

New  York  6  April  1775 

John  Markland  [London] 

We  are  still  in  the  dark  as  to  what  measures 
will  be  taken  with  America  I  hope  Lenient  ones 
as  I  am  sure  they  are  the  only  means  to  save  the 
state,  if  Force  is  used  I  am  sure  it  will  never  an- 
swer the  End  a  Free  People  must  be  Governd  by 
Love  it  is  not  Possible  for  any  other  to  subsist,  it 
nothing  but  ruin  &  distress  can  be  Got  by  either 
side  by  Civil  Warr.     *  *  *  * 

New  York  6  April  1775 
Thomas  Willson  &  Co  [London]. 

*  #  *  # 

I  hate  Politics  as  I  think  we  are  all  in  the  wrong 
tho  you  &  I,  I  hope  will  Remain  friends  thro  eve- 
ry Storm  Should  Great  Brittain  Persist  in  not  Re- 
pealing the  acts  &  America  to  be  Obstinate  in 
their  demands  &  the  sword  is  once  drawn  &  force 
used  1  fear  we  6hall  be  Eternally  Separated — I 
only  wish  to  Live  under  the  Power  of  Great  Brit- 
tain yet  no  man  would  Risque  more  to  ward  off 
the  Evil  of  Internal  Taxation.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  Draw  the  Line  for  Governing  America 
yet  this  much  is  clear  to  me  unless  they  arc  Gov- 
ernd &  tyed  to  the  Parent  State  by  the  strong 
cords  of  Duty,  Love  &  Interest  they  cannot  be 
Bound,  Your  Good  Bishop  of  St  Asoph  is  the  man 
that  would  Retain  the  Affections  of  America  A: 
save  the  Honour,  Glory  &  Dignity  of  G  Brittain. 

We  have  many  Internal  Troubles,  if  Difficulties 
arise  I  hope  you  will  not  suffer  by  mv  Country- 
men. 

I  wish  a  speedy  &  Happy  Rpconciliation  it  dont 
in  the  Least  doubt  your  best  endeavours  will  tend 
that  way — 

[Probably  New  York,  April  6.  1775] 
Amo6  Heytoa  [Probably  of  London.] 
I  have  nothing  new  to  Communicate  as  to  Poli- 
tics the  head  Politicians  do  not   Loose  Ground  Sc 
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many  seem  quite  Desperate  the  matter  in  dispute 
is  such  as  Leaves  us  divided  at  Present  &  the 
moderate  People  have  some  sway  but  as  all  Ameri- 
ca seem  determined  never  to  submit  to  Internal 
Taxation  If  Violent  measures  should  be  taken 
America  will  in  my  opinion  become  as  one  man 
for  then  the  whole  will  be  sowerd  [soured]  it  is 
a  most  unnatural  dispute  and  no  Good  can  be  Got 

by  it—  *  *  *   * 

New  York  G  May  1775 
Thomas  Brown  [Probably  of  London] 
*  #  #  # 

How  the  Club  at  Westminster  Bridge  will  like 
the  account  from  Boston  1  know  not,  &  whither 
they  may  still  drive  on  to  a  total  Separation  &  en- 
deavour to  Subdue  America  by  a  long  Sword,  this 
is  not  to  be  done  that  the  Americans  can  fight  and 
understand  the  use  of  arms  is  notorious  to  all  who 
have  been  there  and  many  Proofs  they  gave  during 
the  last  warr,  when  the  Batteau  men  beat  the  Ene- 
.  my  after  their  Escorts  were  drove  off  &c. 

Now  at  Boston  3  or  400  beat  1200  &  Really  put 
them  in  Confusion  Several  Times  &  had  they  been 
10  miles  farther  from  Boston  by  all  accounts  they 
never  would  have  got  Back     Will   this  be  Called 
Rebbellion  with  you  &  will  they  Pass  a  new  Law  to 
make  it  so  we  in  this    Country    Call  it  Loyalty  & 
think  we  are  defending  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown, 
&  Supporting  the  Liberties  of  the  nation,  thus  the 
People  in  America   differ   from    the  Club  in  Rea- 
soning on  this  Important  Subject  it  will  not  be  in 
America  as  it  has    been    in   the   East  Indies,  you 
will  want  at  Least  an  army  of  Two  or  Three  Hun- 
dred  thousand  men   to   Subdue   America  by  the 
Sword    Consider  a  free  people  fighting  for  Liberty 
in  a  Country  that  has  every  necessary  for  Life  and 
for  Warr  within    its   Bowels  we  still  hope  an  Ac- 
commodation   this   Keeps    the    Americans    from 
making  any  Preparation   except   the  military  rna- 
novers  Since  this  dispute  1  dare  say  we  have  had 
in  the  diffrcnt  Parts  of  America   by   the   best  ac- 
count, about  One  Hundred    and    fifty    Thousand 
S  tand  of  Arms     Strange   as   this  may  Seem  I  be- 
1  ieve  it  Strictly  true  and  as  to  Powder  it  is  believed 
there  is  Enough  in  New  England  for  Seven  years. 
Thus  circumstanced  it  is  with  God  alone  to  turn 
the  Hearts   ot   men  or   the  Corporal  feeling  must 
Convince  them  of  their  Error    I   flatter  myself  we 
shall  have  peace  &  that   wisdom  will  prevail  &  di- 
rect  our  Governoura  to  Govern   in   the  Hearts  of 
America  by  Love — 

N  York  19  June  1775 
Robert  Hammilto*  Esqr  Manchester — 
#  #  #  #  Xo  8ay  nothing  of  our  Present  troubles 
would  be  unfeeling  Our  Situation  is  truly  alarui- 
in^  &  a  Civil  Warr  Inevitable  unless  an  alteration 
of  measures  with  you  &  when  once  begun  God  only 
knows  when  &  how  it  will  End — I  most  Sincerely 


wish  an  Honourable  Accommodation  without  Blood- 
shed— 


John  Stark  [London] 


New  York  5  July  1775 


I  shall  say  Little  of  Politics  as  your  Son  will 
give  you  a  State  of  our  Condition  the  measures 
you  are  carrying  on  are  Cruel  Wicked  &  abomin- 
able every  man  in  America  Will  sooner  dye  than 
Submit  to  the  Will  of  Parliament  you  may  spend 
much  money  slay  your  Best  friends  &  when  you 
are  done  you  can  get  neither  Honour  nor  Profit. 
Loss  &  Ruin  must  lnsue  We  may  be  drove  into 
a  Cordial  Hatred  ot  an  Englishman  &  to  despise 
the  name  for  Acts  of  Cruelty  never  fail  to  fix  in 
the  mind  a  Desire  of  Revenge.  The  army  have  in 
my  opinion  wantonly  Burnt  Charles  Town  Such 
Cruelty  was  never  heard  of  against  an  Enemy,  it 
is  Said  they  Payed  Dear  for  the  Act  every  Subject 
that  is  Slain  is  a  Loss  to  the  nation  &  this  Coun- 
try never  will  be  dragooned  into  a  Surrender  of 
their  Rights,  as  Englishmen  this  it  is  more  than 
Probable  will  be  the  Last  Letter  you  ever  will  Re- 
ceive from  Your  Assured  friend  &  Serv't. 

5  July  1775 
Robert  Hammilton  [Manchester] 

*  *  *  * 

1  fear  the  Present  measures  carrying  on  will 
Seperate  England  &  her  Colonies,  the  Burning  of 
Charles  Town  is  Looked  up  as  an  act  of  Cruelty 
&  Wantonness  we  hear  every  Day  of  Bloody 
Work  the  Scene  of  Warr  is  open  the  Americans 
Generally  kill  about  double  the  number  of  the 
Regulars  to  what  they  Loose  of  their  army.  Eng- 
land will  have  to  kill  aud  Destroy  some  Hundred 
Thousand  Americans  if  she  persists  in  making  us 
Submit  &  in  the  End  she  will  have  no  Submission. 
Hatred  111  will,  &  Rancour  never  Procured  Sub- 
mission from  a  free  People  &  I  dare  say  it  never 
will  in  this  Country.  Such  an  unnatural  Warr 
never  was  entered  into  against  any  People  a  Warr 
where  neither  Honour  nor  advantage  can  be  ac- 
quired, you  may  Loose  your  Trade,  spend  your 
Treasure  destroy  your  armies,  &  Lay  waste  the 
Sea  Ports  of  America  to  Satisfy  a  Cruel  adminis- 
tration, you  will  have  Public  accts  of  the  Conduct 
of  the  army  and  the  various  Engagements  in  all 
which  the  Americans  have  killed  at  Leaste  double 
the  numbers  of  Regulars  to  what  they  have  Lost. 
Every  man  in  this  Country  understands  the  use  of 
Fire  arms  tho  they  do  not  form  in  Bodies  &  are  un- 
der Little  or  no  command  they  fight  Wickedly, 
think  what  they  will  be  when  they  come  to  be 
well  Diciplined,  they  have  now  Got  able  Generals 
&  will  begin  to  learn  the  art  of  Forming  Regi- 
ments &  to  fight  in  order. 

God  send  administration  may  think  Better  of  the 
matter  or  that  you  may  have  Spirit  enough  in  the 
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nation  to  maintain  our  Freedom  from  the  Hands 
of  Cruelty  &  oppression,  I  hate  to  mention  mat- 
ters so  extreamly  disagr<  eable  to  my  friends,  when 
I  think  we  shall  in  a  short  time  be  the  worst  of 
Enemrys,  by  the  cursed  measures  currying  on 
against  us — 


N  York  25  July  1775 
Aaron  Ormc  &  Son  [Probably  of  London] 
Perhaps  this  may  be  the  Last  Remittance  I  shall 
ever  make  you  a  Civil  Warr  is  now  begun  a  Wan- 
ton Ruinious  Warr.  It  is  not  choice  in  the  Ameri- 
cans, they  are  hard  Drove  they  have  nothing  Left 
but  Slavery  or  Death  the  Latter  ie  Preferable  in 
their  Esteem  in  Such  an  unnatural  contest  what 
can  you  expect  the  attempt  to  Subdue  America 
by  force  will  cost  Englande  best  blood  &  Treasure 
&  in  the  End  she  will  fail  ;  1  dare  freely  Pro- 
nounce it  is  not  to  be  done  Every  man  in  Ameri- 
ca will  take  up  arms  before  he  will  tamely  Submit, 
&  Such  a  Country  never  was  conquered,  Your 
Troops  have  made  Two  attempts  in  both  actions 
they  Suffered  amazingly  as  you  will  see  by  the 
Public  accts — in  the  Last  the  Regulars  lost  70 
officers  Eilld  &  wounded  &  about  1200  Privates 
tho  the  action  Lasted  only  57  minutes — the  Pro- 
vincials bad  about  250  Killd  Wounded  &  missing, 
the  Regulars  obtaind  the  Ground  &  drove  the 
Provincials  off  but  were  not  in  a  Condition  to  fol- 
low them  Judge  yoa  how  it  will  be  when  they 
Get  Regularly  Disciplind  Green  as  they  are 
they  are  an  over  match  for  your  Troops  Strange 
as  this  may  appear  to  you  it  is  a  fact  Every  man 
in  this  Country  is  a  Sportsman,  they  now  use 
their  Cock"  Pieces  &  have  not  yet  got  Bayonets 
fixd,  yet  under  every  disadvantage  of  Equipment 
they  Slay  the  Kings  Troops  amazingly — 

Where  is  Old  English  virtue  where  are  her  sons 
of  Freedom  that  you  should  wantonly  distroy  your 
friends  even  your  best  friends,  for  no  Sin  but  that  of 
being  free  dirtifull  &  Loyal  Subjects  &  Refusing  to 
become  tame  Slaves,  is  this  the  Love  you  bear  us, 
is  this  the  cord  to  bind  a  free  People  ;  or  are  you 
•tyered  of  your  greatness  &  Weary  of  Commerce  that 
you  Should  Labour  to  Lose  the  Trade  of  America, 
to  Lop  off  your  Right  arm  in  Time  of  Needed  Lay 
your  Selves  Prostrate  before  a  natural  Enemy  by 
Destroying  your  best  friends,  and  what  can  be 
got  if  you  should  Subdue  us  &  lay  waste  this  fine 
Country,  we  have  no  Riches  for  you  to  carry  off, 
You  must  leave  the  Earth  <fc  Climate  behind  & 
whoever  inhabits  it  will  be  free  &  if  you  have  not 
Virtue  Enough  to  change  those  arbitrary  Rulers  & 
give  Peace  to  America  England  &  the  Constitution 
will  totter  from  its  Center  we  have  nothing  to 
Expect  from  your  Rulers,  if  you  will  carry  the 
Burthen  and  Expence  of  a  Civil  Warr,  we  must 
Trust  to  God  &  our  arms. 


24  feby  1776. 
Amos  Heyton  [Probably  of  London  J 
How  Should  a  man  bereaved  of  his  Senses  wright 
or  attend  to  Business.  I  Love  your  Country  but 
I  think  she  is  descending  from  her  Glory  &  that 
she  will  force  this  country  into  an  Independance 
&  unless  the  Almighty  fights  against  America  she 
can  never  be  subdued — 

I  would  wish  to  dye  out  of  Debt  but  I  fear  this 
will  not  be  the  case.  As  to  the  Note  you  tent  me 
of  Fredrick  Desaguleous  I  have  it  Still,  he  was  not 
to  be  seen  when  I  got  it  &  very  shortly  after  went 
to  Boston  where  Col.  Robinson  was  to  endeavour 
to  get  the  money — all  communication  was  shortly 
after  rendered  Difficult  &,  cut  off  That  I  have 
never  heard  any  thing  more  about  it,  your  best 
way  will  be  to  apply  to  Boston,  I  am  really 
ashamed  of  my  neglect  in  not  writing  before 
which  is  owing  to  Distraction  of  the  Times.  Busi- 
ness is  at  an  End  with  us.  You  will  please  to 
pay  the  Ballanee  of  my  Acco.  in  your  hands  to 
Messrs.  Low  Griffin  &  Clay — I  hear  you  have  cut 
off  all  Intercourse  with  America  &  are  to  make 
Prise  of  all  American  Property,  if  it  be  true 
Where  is  Justice — surely  not  with  your  Rulers — 
fairwell — 

New  York  24  Feb7  1770. 
Mess™  Low  Griffin  &  Clay  [London] 

*  *  *  * 

It  seems  we  are  devoted  to  Destruction,  this  may 
not  be  so  easy  as  some  may  Imagine,  nor  do  I 
think  it  Possible  to  do  it  by  force,  time  will  show 
it  as  it  seems  you  have  Barbarity  enough  to  Try  it 
without  ever  Hearing  America.  It  is  well  1  will 
not  write  you  on  Politics  Least  you  Judge  me  a 
mad  American  I  hope  never  to  be  a  Slave  &  I 
would  Heather  Dye  than  see  my  country  so.  *  *  *  * 

[Probably  177(3] 
Mess"  Low  Griffin  &  Clay  [of  London] 

*  *  *  * 

I  trust  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  do  you  ample 
Justice  if  my  Property  is  not  destroy  *d  in  this 
unnatural  Contest  we  wish  to  be  Good  Dutifull  and 
free  subjects  Such  I  hope  the  Commissioners  will 
make  us,  if  not  we  must  abide  the  consequence  of 
a  Ruinous  Civil  Warr.     *  *  *  * 

[Probably  1770] 
Messr'  Sargent  Chambers  &  Co  [Probably  of  Lju- 
don] 

Bills  are  not  to  be  Got,  you  may  easily  Judge — 
Produce  not  to  be  Sent — It  is  the  Fate  of  the  Times. 
I  will  do  Justice  If  Possible  tho  Civil  Wans 
Tear  our  Country  If  you  never  Get  paid  it  must  be 
want  of  ability  not  Inclination  to  do  Justice.  I 
expect  I  have  Some  money  in  the  Hands  of  Rob- 
ert Hamilton  of  Manchester  I  have  ordered  him  to 
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pay  you  £300  Sterling  as  early  as  lie  can  make 
it  convenient  if  he  is  not  in  cash. 

I  was  in  Hopes  to  have  Sent  you  some  Oyle  But 
I  fear  our  Vessells  -will  be  made  Prize  by  act  of 
Parliament  if  so  1  shall  never  admire  the  Justice 
of  that  Lavv.  1  trust  America  will  remain  Free 
against  every  attempt  to  enslave  her,  You  know  I 
Love  my  Country,  &  cannot  but  hope  confusion 
may  attend  her  Enemies. 

N,  York  June  1779 
Messr5  Sargent  Chambers  &  Co  [Probably  of  Lon- 
don] 
Long  silence  may  in  your  opinion  [have]  Laid 
me  in  the  dust,  want  of  opportunity  &  the  times 
placed  me  where  a  correspondence  was  forbidden. 
I  now  take  up  my  pen  to  let  you  know  I  am  still 
in  the  Land  of  the  Living.  This  has  been  done 
Long  since  had  I  had  it  in  my  Power  to  Settle  your 
accts.  I  have  been  within  these  Lines  above  9 
months — No  Law  no  money  coming  in  for  old  debts 
what  Property  1  took  out  of  the  city  is  among  the 
Rebels — what  1  left  is  in  a  great  measure  destroy- 
ed. I  have  not  Reca.  any  Sum  of  my  outstanding 
Debts  since  our  Troubles  began  I  would  Like  to 
jzive  you  my  opinion  on  the  Politicks  of  the  day. 
But  this  may  not  be  altogether  safe — the  Commis- 
sioners you  may  depend  were  fully  informed  of  the 
true  State  of  this  Country.  1  cannot  think  but 
this  Rebellion  may  be  easily  subdued  ;  by  nature 
mankind  incline  to  Democratical  Government  tho 
it  never  was  found  to  answer,  as  the  ambitious 
part  of  the  community  cannot  be  satisfyed.  this 
Country  was  Happily  Governd  before  these 
Troubles,  a  Similar  Free  Constitution  would  make 
it  so  again,  and  unless  Great  Wisdom  is  used  in 
forming  it  the  wound  will  not  be  Heald  :  Under 
such  a  Constitution  the  Americans  would  crush 
the  Rebellion  (in  General  they  despise  a  French 
connection)  &  Revive  the  old  Love  &  Fiiendship — 
under  such  a  Government  in  which  the  Americans 
would  gladly,  assist  to  Reare,  the  Persecuting  ob- 
stinate Rebels  would  Loose  their  Power  &  be  taken 
off,  the  Honest  tho  deluded  be  reclaimed  the  Inno- 
cent and  well  affected  would  be  safe,  a  wise  discrim- 
ination to  punish  the  Guilty  &  Spare  the  Innocent 
would  bring  more  terror  to  the  Rebels  than  any 
thing  that  has  yet  Happend,  &  I  see  no  other 
Possible  means  to  Revive  our  old  affection,  &  Great 
Brittain  must  Govern  this  Country  by  the  Good 
will  of  the  Inhabitants,  or  it  never  can  be  worth 
her  attention,  the  Liberal  offers  made  by  the 
Commissioners  will  never  hold  this  Country,  a  Good 
Colony  Constitution  alone  can  do  it,  on  the  Form- 
ation of  which  depends  the  Fate  of  Empire. 

[New  York,  June  1779] 
John  Stark  [Probably  of  London] 
Again  Returnd  to  this   City  I  take  up  my  Pen 


to  Renew  our  former  Friendship.  I  have  been 
from  among  the  Rebels  upwards  10  months  I  have 
forbore  to  write  my  friends  having  nothing  very 
agreeable  to  Communicate.  Richardson  &  Nicho- 
las Roosevelt  are  still  among3'  them  &  cannot  get 
here  without  Loosing  what  Property  they  have 
amongst  them,  I  was  sent  off  by  a  law  they  made, 
or  a  Test  oath,  tho'  the  Law  dose  not  forbid  Per- 
sons Refusing  to  take  the  oath,  the  Right  of  taking 
their  Property,  the  Commissioners  would  not  Per- 
mit it.  1  have  done  no  kind  of  Business  since  I 
left  3'ou  nor  do  I  know  I  shall  do  any  untill  times 
wear  a  firmer  aspect,  If  right  measures  are  pursued 
I  have  no  doubt  but  there  will  Speedily  be  an  end 
put  to  the  Rebellion,  few  very  few  Americans  Rel- 
ish their  French  Connection,  Their  Rulers  hate  to 
Relinquish  their  Powers  &  the  Bulk  of  the  People 
have  nothing  to  say  being  bound  by  Severe  Penal 
Laws  have  no  Power  to  Resist  their  oppressors, 
thus  Stands  the  State  of  Matters  in  this  Country 
at  Present.     *  *  *  * 

New  York  8th  Septr  1785 

William  Smith  Eeqr.  London, 

to  the  care  of  Rob  Rashleigh  Esquire 
No.  25  Garlick  Hill. 

*  *  *  *  I  spent  some  time  Lately  with  your 
Old  friend  Govr  L.  ne  never  mentioned  your  name 
tho  I  gave  many  openings  ho  said  it  was  not 
against  his  conscience  to  declare  Independance,  tho 
he  did  not  do  it  as  they  were  not  instructed  by  the 
State — he  did  not  rejoice  in  the  Change  but  Ac- 
quis'd  in  it,  as  there  was  no  way  of  avoiding  it, 
he  readily  acknowledged  there  was  no  way  of 
Suport,but  by  a  general  retrench,  &  using  the 
things  that  are  absolutely  neces*  Ribbons,  Causes 
Trim5*  Silks  Feathers  &  ornaments  not  necessary 
to  decorate  the  Ladies,  nor  Lace  fine  Cloths  Cam- 
brick  &c  to  the  men  commerce  Not  necessary — 
Riches  an  Evil,  Pomp  a  Sin.  Poverty  Frugality 
Industry  &  agriculture  Virtues  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  must  be  in  Practis  ere  we  can  be  Happy 
Our  Happiness  Approaches  very  fast,  Many  of  our 
New  Merchants  &  Shopkeepers  set  up  since  the 
Warr  have  faild  we  have  nothing  but  Complaints 
of  Bad  times,  in  Philada  it  is  worse,  yet  Labour  is 
very  high  and  all  articles  of  Produce  very  high, 
very  small  are  our  exports — there  is  no  Ship  Build- 
ing, but  House  Building  in  abundance  &  House 
Rent  remains  high — Law  in  aBundance,  the  Tres- 
pass act  is  food  for  the  Lawyers — yet  we  say  there 
is  no  mony  Feasting  and  every  other  kind  of  Ex- 
travagance go  on  reconcile  these  things  if  you  can. 
Gloomy  Joys. 

Perhaps  the  Following  Story  may  not  have  come 
to  you  from  any  of  }Tou  friend  Mr.  Goadsby  an 
English  Gentleman  who  arrive  here  since  the  Peace 
was  Taxed  £7—  0d  by  the  Partial  Law  and  as  he 
hid  not  conceive  himself  Subject  to  the  Law  as  he 
was  clearly  not  within  the  description  of  those  were 
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to  be  Taxed  he  refused  to  pay,  Alderman  Wool,  com- 
mitted him,  Coll"  William  Livingston  by  a  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  brought  him  before  Judge  Hubbard 
in  thi8  Business  about  24  Genln  of  Mr.  Goadsbys 
Acquaintance  attended  him  from  Prison  to  his  own 
House,  2  &  2  as  if  it  had  been  a  funeral,  Our  Rout 
from  the  Prison,  Thro  Chappie  Street  up  Queen 
&  Wall  Street  to  my  House  in  Smith  Street, 
here  some  5  or  6  Gen""  gave  3  cheers — which  caus- 
ed many  people  to  enquire  what  Was  doing  Coll0 
Livingston  Mr  Cox  Goadsby  &  the  Sherif  &  Jailor 
went  from  hence  to  the  Judges,  who  Remanded  Mr 
Goadsby  to  Prison — He  paid  the  Tax  to  avoid  fur- 
ther Trouble,  we  went  to  the  Coffee  House  Drank 
a  Large  Boul  of  Punch,  &  Closed  the  Business. 
But  to  our  Great  Surprise  the  Assembly  then  Sit" 
ing  took  Allarun,  had  Mr.  Goadsby  taken  into 
Custody  on  a  Charge  of  Treason  &  sowing  Sedition 
<&c.  in  Proof  on  a  3  days  Tryal  and  calling  for  ev- 
ery person  that  was  suposed  to  know  anything 
about  Mr  Goadsby  it  was  proven  he  had  found 
Fault  with  the  Insolvent  Law  had  said  a  man  had 
nothing  to  do  but  run  in  Debt,  go  to  John  S.  Hub- 
bard &  get  White  Washed  and  Cheat  his  Credifr- 
tors — in  Talking  of  the  Tax  Law  he  had  said  they 
were  all  fools  together — but  whither  he  ment  the 
Makers  of  the  Law — er  the  Assessors  &  Tax  gath- 
erers— or  all  that  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  Busi- 
ness might  be  meant  the  witness  could  not  say  but 
isu posed  the  Latter.  Alderman  Wool  said  Mr  Goads- 
by had  told  him  he  did  not  wait  on  him  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  warrent  but  out  of  Complasance — 
as  much  as  to  say  he  was  not  subject  to  the  Law 
he  Mr  Goadsby  had  said  he  would  have  this  Busi- 
ness advertised  iu  all  the  News  Papers  in  Europe 
■ — it  did  not  appear  he  had  been  charged  before 
tie  House  by  any  Single  Person,  on  Oath  to  Au- 
thorize the  Proceedings — Mr  Lawrence  &  Peter 
Yates  appeard  as  Prosecutors  in  the  Business — to 
examin  witnesses  &c — in  this  part  of  the  Busi- 
ness, the  Gentlemen  began  to  prove  that  Mr  Goads- 
by might  have  Council;  Laws,  Cases,  the  Consti- 
tution &c( ;  &c' ;  was  poduce,  when  one  of  the  Gen* 
eaid  Mr  Goadsby  had  not  asked  for  Council  nor  did 
he  know  if  he  wanted  any  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  prove  those  matters  when  he  asked  council  the 
Question  was  then  put  to  him  &  he  said  he  would 
be  glad  to  have  Council  and  time,  which  was 
granted  Coll0  Hamilton  &  Livingston  were  of  Coun- 
cil, argued  the  Matter  to  very  Little  purpose  Coll0 
II  in  opening  the  Business  made  use  of  these  re- 
markable words — I  was  Lought  to  appear  in  Coun- 
cil on  this  Business,  and  would  not  consent,  but 
on  Mr  Goadsby  Assuring  me  there  could  be  noth- 
ing proved  against  him,  &  had  he  known  so  much 
would  have  been  Proved,  he  Certainly  would  not 
have  consented — Lawrence  &  Yates  criminated 
Goadsby  from  this  declaration,  which  I  think  must 
have  hurt  the  Coll0  as  I  was  informed  he  said  he 
would  give  L  100   Guin" — for  an  oppy  to  reply. 


The  House  Resolved  Mr  Goadsby  should  ask  Par- 
don pay  Pees&  be  discharged — which  he  did  Coll0 
H  took  10  Gui'.  for  his  Services — I  am  sure  I 
should  think  10  copers  more  than  they  were  worth 
— for  had  it  not  been  for  his  Services  I  do  not 
think  but  Goadsby  might  have  been  freed. 

I  was  calld  before  the  House  to  Evidence  in  the 
above  Cause  but  was  not  examined,  and  have  since 
been  told  by  several  Members  had  it  not  been  for 
this  affair  something  would  be  done  for  the  Ban- 
ished &cl,  but  now  nothing  would  be  expected  even 
Mc.  himself  told  me  this.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
cire  a  Single  Dam,  for  my  own  prrt  they  might  do 
as  they  pleased,  without  further  Grace  on  the  8  of 
NoV.  next  the  Law  is  as  full  against  me  as  it  is 
against  you  let  time  work  even  the  Spirit  of  Lib- 
erty equal  Liberty  seems  Dead — no  daring  advo- 
cates now  adays,  we  all  Look  for  and  expect  Hu- 
miliation which  alone  can  make  us  thankfull  for 
what  we  receive,  &  Bless  God  it  is  not  worse — Our 
Governor  with  whome  I  had  a  Long  Confab,  men- 
tioned the  Evils  of  Oppressive  Laws,  he  Justifys 
them  from  the  necessity  of  the  times  seems  reather 
Surprised  we  had  not  more  of  them  Says  they  will 
be  done  away  as  the  Spirit  of  Resentment  abate 
all  will  be  right  by  &  by — not  a  word  about  you, 
he  told  me  all  the  N.  Englanders  that  settle  in  our 
bac  Country  becom  Good  Yorkors,  admire  our 
Constitution  &  Laws  &c'  Blessed  times  are  ap- 
proaching— in  short  to  me  all  things  Point  one  way 
trom  Bad  to  wonsa — 

We  have  throughout  the  Country  the  Greatest 
croops  of  W  heate  wre  have  had  for  many  Years  ex- 
cept Long  Isl1.  &  parts  of  Jersey  adjacent  to  this 
city — this  is  mostly  destroyd  by  the  Insect  that 
appeard  on  Long  Island  for  4  years  Past  There  is 
an  amasing  Quantity  of  timber  come  to  this  mar- 
ket, down  the  Hudson  the  Shore  is  full  of  Rafts 
from  this  city  to  Greenwhich  the  Best  Oak  Timber 
sells  from  lOd  to  Is — the  Square  foot — Masts  &, 
Sparrs  bring  no  Price  at  all  many  Ships  have  La- 
den Oak  Timber  for  foreign  Ports  &  some  Large 
Dutch  Ships  have  Laden  Masts  &  Sparrs— our  Ex- 
ports are  very  trifeling,  the  East  India  Voyage  I 
believe  has  turned  to  but  a  Bad  Acco".  there  has 
been  much  talk  of  trying  again  &  subscriptions 
opened  &  several  meetings  on  the  Business  but  all 
have  fallen  through  I  hear  no  more  of  it  It  is  said 
the  American  Agent  at  Ansterdam  is  Broke  £ 
150,000  in  Debt  to  the  States  for  Loans  Received 
in  Holland,  the  Congress  it  is  said  have  attaeh'd 
what  Effects  they  could  find  here,  yet  some  say  it 
is  all  nothing  &  that  every  thing  is  very  safe,  to 
me  it  seems  very  strange  we  should  kiep  on  Bor- 
rowing in  short  our  Politics  are  Incomprehensible 
to  me  there  is  not  the  Least  sign  of  an  Enquiry  into 
money  matters,  the  Business  of  speculation  in  our 
Different  State  Securities  seem  the  only  advanta- 
geous Business  carry1'1  on  at  Present,  there  is  so  ma- 
n}>  concerned  in  this  kind  of  traffic  that  no  man  who 
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•will  not  engage  in  it  can  be  Popular,  Ruinous  as  it 
may  be  to  the  community  at  Large  none  dare  oppose 
those  Staunch  friends  to  their  Country,  such  firm  and 
Brave  Whiggs,  they  have  fair  prospects  in  View  and 
Bless  themselves  in  the  Liberty  they  have  obtaind. 

This  day  the  Tryal  of  Denemer  for  the  Estate 
of  Delancey  came  on,  Coll0.  Hamilton,  meant  to 
prove  a  fraud  in  the  Executtors  sale,  the-  they 
had  paid  the  Legates  what  came  to  their  hands, 
he  said  the  Estate  would  have  sold  for  much  more. 
1  heard  the  Court  agreed  at  first  that  this  kind  of 
Evidence  might  be  Reced — But  after  the  Atty 
Gen1  spoke  to  the  Subject  &  Brought  many  Law 
authorities,  the  court  altered  their  opinion  and 
Denemer  was  Defeated,  thus  this  mighty  aflair  is 
oome  to  a  close,  we  hear  no  more  what  Congress 
are  doing  than  if  they  were  not  in  this  world,  tho 
they  are  siting  every  day  the  only  Visible  Sign  oi 
their  being  met  is  Chains  drawn  from  the  Corners 
of  the  Hall  a  Cross  the  street,  to  prevent  the  noiee 
of  Carriages  Passing  to  Interupt  their  Delibera- 
tions.    *  *  *  * 

New  York]  19  Sept.  1785. 

William  Smith  Esq. 

*  *  *  *  Much  Business  has  been  done  at  our 
court,  many  very  many  actions  on  acct  of  Tress- 
passes &c.  during  the  War — The  claimants  under 
Begardus  Burnt  the  Fencing  of  different  enclos- 
ures on  the  church  Ground,  the  Grand  Jury  In- 
dicted them  and  they  were  found  guilty  of  a  Ryot 
at  this  siting.  Adjudged  to  3  mos.  Imprisonment 
&  the  Payment  of  a  small  fine,  I  do  not  think  we 
shine  at  the  Barr,  there  is  much  wrangling  or  dis 
putation  Law  authority  misp  Applyed— in  short 
there  is  a  want  of  Law  knowledge  &  a  Greater  of 
that  strength  of  Judgment  necessary  to  distinguish 
accurately — Yet  we  go  on  Decently  &  the  Courts 
are  held  with  much  order,  &  a  Proper  respect  is 
shown  to  the  Courts  of  Justice.  Necessity  drives 
all  orders  to  Industry,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Peculating  Genuses  in  Power,  &  had  not  our 
Lawg  compelld  many  to  be  rogues  &  opened  wide 
the  Doors  of  Litigation,  I  think  by  this  time  we 
should  have  mixed  all  Parties  in  one  General 
Mass — but  while  Confiscations  &  a  Grasping  after 
such  Property  remains,  there  will  be  heart  burn- 
ings &  Iniquity — Congress  Sit  every  day  nothing 
transpires  and  they  are  as  litte  spoken  of  as  if  they 
sat  in  the  Moon.  Unless  it  be  that  they  want 
Power  &  can  do  nothing  for  want  of  it — this  Power 
is  Revenu.  not  a  Lisp  of  Accot.g  for  monies  Re- 
ceived, they  say  5  p  Ct  on  all  our  Imports  will 
enable  them  to  do  something,  &  make  them  a  Re- 
spectable Body — thus  our  Hemisphere  is  Clearing 
off,  Some  People  pretend  to  see  a  cloud  in  the 
East,  that  a  very  serious  demand  will  be  made,  and 
that  Equity  must  detirmine  what  confiscations 
will  be   good — there  is    no   apprehensions  of  any 


disturbances  amongst   ourselves  at   Present  nor  is 
Vermont  spoken  of  but  as  a  State. 

[New  York]  Deer  20  1785. 

William  Smith  Esqr 

*  *  *  I  most  Sincerely  Congratulate  you  on 
your  Apointment  &  wish  it  may  pi-ove  as  satis- 
factory to  you  and  your  family  as  it  is  Honourable, 
and  that  you  may  experience  every  felicity  in 
your  New  Abode  Necessary  to  Happiness  in  this 
World  is  my  Sincere  Prayer.  What  is  the  State 
of  our  Politics  at  present  is  not  in  my  power  to 
Divine,  Congress  is  as  Secret  as  the  Grave  all  we 
hear  from  them  is  our  Quota  of  Taxes,  which  are 
Geathered  by  force,  in  a  Great  Measure,  espetially 
in  New  Jersey.  Our  Assembly  are  call'd  the  6  of 
next  month  it  will  be  an  Important  Session  Con- 
fiscations are  nearly  all  disposed  of.  Little  I  expect 
will  be  said  on  that  head,  now  we  may  expect 
moderation  as  the  View  of  Gain  is  removed — 
Warm  debates  and  Strong  Inventions  will  make 
their  appeal auce  to  increase  the  value  of  Certifi- 
cates, as  the  Knowing  Polititians  have  formed 
Companies  &  have  made  Large  Purchases  their 
Hands  are  on  the  Budget  and  by  so  powerlull  an 
Incentive  as  Gain,  they  will  use  every  exertion  to 
prove  the  Publick  are  bound  to  pay  them  20s  or 
30s  for  wrhat  cost  them  4s  or  5s  You  know  the 
men  and  none  dare  yet  oppose,  measures  are  still 
Justifyed  by  them  that  have  Ruined  our  Country, 
better  times  are  still  promised,  more  Power  to 
Congress  is  to  increase  our  commerce,  how  is  to  be 
found  out  by  their  Superior  wisdom  ;  he  is  deemed 
unfriendly  to  his  Country  who  fears  any  future 
Evils,  tho  none  discry  future  Good.  Paper  money 
will  be  strongly  urged  in  the  next  Assembly.  It 
will  Look  Like  former  Paper  and  bring  more 
Ruin.  Something  I  take  it  will  be  said  on  the 
Treaty,  the  Indians  not  being  well  satisyed  as  to 
your  intendiug  to  give  up  the  Back  Forts  &  pos- 
sessions agreeable  to  Treaty.  I  long  to  see  those 
clouds  removed  and  a  firm  Love  peace  &  a  good 
understanding  between  the  Two  Countries  1  trust 
it  is  their  Interest  and  I  wish  they  could  view  it 
in  that  Light — 1  do  no  business  as  yet  drive  on 
with  the  Stream  endeavour  to  prevent  future 
Losses  by  Paper  payments  it  is  expected  this  As- 
sembly will  repeal  some  of  those  Laws.  I  collect 
nothing  worth  naming. 

I  hear  apples  are  very  Scarce  with  you,  they 
are  very  much  so  with  us.  I  herewith  send  you 
3  Barrells  they  are  Sorted,  Some  Pippens,  Crook 
Apples,  &  Coss  Apples,  they  are  the  Best  I  have 
seen,  &  all  I  could  pick  fit  to  send  you  out  of  5 
Barrells  is  the  Reason  of  their  Being  Sorted.  I 
wish  they  were  better  1  hope  you  will  get  them  as 
Sound  as  they  are  and  accept  the  Will  for  the 
Deed  that  you  may  enjoy  Health  in  eating  them 
with  your  friends  is  the  Ardent  Prayer  of 
Your  assured  friend  &  most  Hble  servt. 
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[New  York]  9  April  1786. 
Mess™  Sargent  Chambers  &  Co.  Merch"  London 

*  *  *  1  dare  not  write  on  Politics  Our  Country 
is  mightily  Fallen  !  fallen  from  oppulence  to  Dis- 
tress from  Virtue  to  Vice  &  speculation,  from  Fru- 
gality to  Pomp  4-  Parade  Generals  Colonels  &c. 
maintain  the  Show  Debtors  Browbeat  Creditors  no 
Debtor  fears  his  creditor  &  almost  every  Credit- 
tor  fears  his  Debtor  Laws  are  made  to  favour 
these  changes  in  short  every  thing  looks  the  wrong 
way.  from  this  Picture  Judge  our  situation.  1  will 
say  no  more  than  as  the  Lawyers  say  half  the 
Country  are  under  Bonds  &  tho  other  half  under 
Sureties,  &  Executions  do  not  bring  the  Needfull  I 
was  in  hopes  times  would  mend  but  it  Thickens  in 
in  the  Clear. 

[New  York]  5  Aug  1786. 
Mess™  Sargent  Chambers  &  Co.  [London] 

*  *  *  *  thus  I  have  been  persecuted  on  Both 
Sides,  The  British  destroyed  my  Property  to  a 
very  considerable  amount  they  Occupyed  one  of 
my  Houses  in  Broadway  for  which  the  command- 
ant ordered  me  payment  but  I  could  never  get  the 
money — Another  at  the  North  River  they  Occu- 
pyed the  Whole  VVarr  for  which  I  could  get  no 
Satisfaction  nor  can  I  see  how  I  am  to  make  a 
Claim  on  Governm'  for  Losses  Nor  do  I  wish  it 
yet  I  think  they  ought  to  pay  for  my  Houses  which 
claims  I  have  constantly  made  If  an  attachment  to 
the  British  Government  deserves  a  reward  1  think 
I  stand  foremost  with  my  countrymen  should  you 
Judge  anything  might  be  got  on  these  Papers  1  will 
send  them  to  you  it  not  it  is  not  worth  troubling 
you. 

[New  York]  14  June  1788. 
Merr™  Sargent  Chambers  &  C°.  [London] 

*  *  *  *  It  is  needless  to  Enter  a  Catilogue  of 
Grievances  but  when  1  consider  Congress  have 
Struck  off  400  million  of  Dollars  introduced  them 
in  Circulation  &  Sunk  the  whole  by  a  Resolve, 
which  was  so  much  taken  out  of  the  Circulating 
Property,  and  this  was  principally  Scattered  thro 
the  Country  by  the  Dry  Good  Merchants  who  were 
the  only  People  who  extended  Credit  I  am  rather 
surprised  everyone  of  them  are  not  Bankrupt,  you 
no  doubt  feel  &  Bear  a  proportion  of  this  Loss.  & 
had  I  not  been  Declining  Business  when  the 
Troubles  began  &  not  much  in  Debt  Judge  what 
must  have  been  the  consequence — every  shilling  of 
Floating  Property  went  Debts  not  to  be  recovered 
&  Landed  Property  will  not  command  Cash. — I 
am  so  far  Happy  as  to  assure  you  you  shall  be  paid 
in  Time  &  I  hope  the  Period  is  not  far  Distant, 
you  have  been  kind  enough  not  to  distress  me  by 
Importuning  Letters,  &  1  trust  there  will  be  no 
need  for  them.     *  *  *  * 


LETTER  OF  HON.  EPAPHROD1TLS  CHAM- 
PION,  1814. 

I  send,  from  my  collection  of  autographs,  the 
following  letter  addressed  to  "  Mr.  Tiroo.  Green, 
Easthaddam,  Conn.,"  and  franked  "  E.  Cham- 
pion :" 

Washington  Sep'.  22nd.  1814. 

Mr  Tim0  Green  Sir— 

1  arrived  in  N  York  on  Tuesday  night  10  — 
O'clock  and  left  it  next  day  at  4 — afternoon — I 
went  with  Mr  Griffin  and  paid  up  the  bills  but  had 
not  time  to  get  the  bonds— Mr  Griffin  was  to  get 
them  &  forward  to  me  which  he  has  done  1  rec4. 
them  to-day  1  enclose  them  to  you  together  with 
receipts  for  the  money  paid — 

The  destruction  of  the  public  property  here  was 
more  complete  and  appears  more  melancholy  than 
I  had  any  idea  of — The  house  of  representatives 
instead  of  each  one  having  a  mahogany  desk  a 
large  arm 'd  chair  stuff  throughout  seat  back  & 
arms  and  plenty  of  elbow  room— are  now  coop'd 
up  on  small  wood  bottom'd  chairs  a  little  more 
than  half  as  big  as  ones  bottom  with  a  pine  board 
along  in  front  exactly  13:V  inches  wide  to  write  on 
and  right  and  left  each  member  lias  just  about  as 
much  room  as  j'ou  allow  on  deck  to  a  horse  for 
the  West  indies  with  nothing  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my's frigates  from  sailing  up  any  fair  wind  and 
throwing  their  shot  through  the  hall  where  we  sit — 

Nothing  of  consequence  yet  done  nor  can  I 
make  any  guess  relative  to  paper  money — Your 
friend  Epaphroditus  Champion. 

The  Hon.  Epaphroditus  Champion  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Connecticut  from  1807  to 
1817.  In  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  drove  from 
the  farm  of  his  father  the  catile  which  first 
readied  VVarhington  at  Valley  Forge.  He  was 
called  "  General,"  in  later  life  ;  but  this  was 
probably  a  militia  title.  He  died  at  East  fiaddem, 
November  twenty-second,  1835,  aged  seventv-cight. 
D.   Williams  Patterson. 

Newark  Valley,  N.  Y. 

NOTICES  OF  THE    LIFE    OF    ALEXANDER 
VATTEMARE,  FOUNDER  OF  THE  SYSTEM 
OF  INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGE. 
By  HIS  SON,  M.  IIippolyte  Vattemare. 
Translated  from  the  French    by   Salomon  Alofsen. 
Alexander  Vattemare — issued    from  a  Norman 
family  of  which   the    head,   Jean   de  Vattemare, 
Seigneur  de  Vasoecy,  has  been  ennobled  by   Liuis 
XI — was  born  in  Paris  on    the   eighth    of  Novem- 
ber 1790,  and  died  in  the  same  city  on  the  Beventh 
of  April   1864.     After  a  much    checkered   child- 
hood, he  found  himself  at  the   age  of    seventeen 
attached  as  a  house-surgeon  to  the  hospital  of  Pity, 
under  the  auspices   of  Dr.    Alibert.     In  IS  14.  he 
was  ordered  to  reconduct  to  Prussia  three  hundred 
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convalescent  prisoners,!  sent  back  to  their  own 
country  after  the  fall  of  the  Empire.  He  acquit- 
ted himself  of  this  mission  with  so  much  zeal, 
that,  on  his  arrival  at  Berlin,  he  was  rewarded 
with  the  decoration  of  the  order  of  the  Iron  Cross, 
for  the  particularly  delicate  cares  and  attentions 
which  he  had  had  tor  his  sick. 

During  the  reign  of  the  Hundred  Days,  the 
Prussian  Government  proposed  to  him  that  he 
should  take  service  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Prussian 
army  ;  but  upon  hie  refusal  to  do  so,  he  was  re- 
tained as  a  prisoner  of  war.  Being  in  a  foreign 
land  and  without  resources,  he  then  bethought 
himself  of  putting  to  profitable  use  the  remarkable 
gift  of  vocal  illusion  which  nature  had  bestowed 
upon  him,  and  which  thus  far  had  never  served 
him  but  for  his  own  amusement.  A  fortuitous 
circumstance  hastened  this  resolution.  There  was 
in  Berlin  a  French  emigrant  family  ruined  by  the 
Revolution,  struggling  with  misery  and  want. 
To  these  unfortunate  countrymen  of  his,  the  young 
Alexander  devoted  the  fruits  oi  his  first  represen- 
tations ;  and,  as  he  had  no  family  of  his  own,  he 
immediately  adopted  them  and  for  always  as  if 
they  were  his  own  kindred.  From  that  period  his 
dramatic  career  was  an  uninterrupted  succession 
of  triumphs,  and  the  name  of  Alexander  became 
extensively  known  to  the  generation  preceding  our 
Own. 

Unfortunately  for  him  and  for  his  family,  to 
whom  he  should  have  left  a  splendid  inheritance, 
the  artist  was  nothing  but  the  envelope,  the  chrys- 
alis (if  we  thus  could  express  ourselves)  of  the 
bibliophile  and  philanthropist.  However,  the  shell 
was  not  broken  oefore  Alexander,  fair  and  honest 
in  all  things,  had  respectably  secured  the  position 
of  those  who  were  his  own,  and  it  was  then  that 
Vattemare  appeared.  Is  this  second  incarnation 
preferable  to  the  first?  This  is  a  question  which 
cannot  be  solved  until  mankind  shall  have  them- 
selves decided  which  they  like  better,  to  be  instruct- 
ed or  to  be  amused.  From  that  moment  the  Ar- 
tist was  dead,  and  so  truly  dead  that  those  who 
had  formerly  known  and  applauded  him  could 
hardly  believe  in  this  sudden  metempsychosis.  It 
is  to  be  added  that  Vattemare  lost  nothing  in  their 
estimation. 

During  the  first  days  of  this  novel  and  very  dif- 
ficult career,  the  artist  did  not  entirely  forsake  the 
savant,  for  it  was  the  artist  who  appointed  him- 
self the  petitioner  and  taking  Vattemare  by  the 
hand,  he  rapped  with  his  magic  wand  at  the  door 
of  heads  of  Bureaux,  of  Ministers,  of  Kings  and 
Emperors,  and  the  entrance  opened  wide.  Alex- 
ander threw  himself  into  the  shade,  but  the  intro- 
duction of  the  savant  was  an  accomplished  fact. 
Vattemare  was  listened  to,  first  for  politeness' 
sake,  then  with  interest,  afterwards  with  pleasure, 

t  Prisoners  of  War, — S.  A. 


and  although  they  strove  against  it,  approbation 
had  to  follow  as  soon  as  the  magnitude  and  the 
usefulness  of  the  object  were  gradually  developed. 
The  barrier  once  broken,  the  theories  considered 
at  first  as  purely  Utopian,  were  accepted  as  per- 
fectly practicable. 

Thus  the  system  of  International  Exchange  came 
into  existence.  How  it  threw  out  vigorous  shoots 
and  produced  happy  results,  that  was  owing  to  the 
energy,  the  courage  and  perseverance  which  form- 
ed the  basis  of  Mr.  Vattemare 's  character.  Draw- 
ing only  upon  his  own  resources,  sacrificing  in  the 
pursuit  of  this  undertaking  the  fortune  so  honor- 
ably and  laboriously  acquired,  he  wandered  over 
the  world  sowing  everywhere  the  fertile  seed  and 
instilling  in  every  mind  the  robust  conviction 
which  animated  his  own  soul. 

To  exchange  the  duplicates  on  hand  in  public 
and  private  libraries,  and  so  enrich  ourselves  by 
our  own  gifts ;  such  is  the  primitive  idea, — the 
starting  point  of  the  system.  By  degrees,  as  fast 
ae  he  could  sift  his  thoughts,  Mr.  Vattemare  gave 
it  all  the  development  of  which  it  was  susceptible. 

His  first  voyages  on  the  continent  of  Europe  had 
satisfied  him  that  his  theories  could  easily  be  ma- 
terialized. He  had  everywhere  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  pacific  relations  destined  to  bring  the  na- 
tions together  on  neutral  ground,  where  all  could 
give  each  other  the  hand  in  spite  of  politics.  He 
then  thought  of  introducing  the  New  World  into 
this  confederation  of  Intellects.  Apostle  of  Popu- 
larization in  the  largest  acceptancd  of  the  word, 
he  left  his  native  land,f  leaving  behind  him,  with- 
out hesitation  but  not  without  regret,  all  that 
habitually  attaches  and  retains  a  man  to  his  home 
and  fireside.  His  voluntary  mission  to  the  United 
States  was  a  long  ovation.  The  Congress  of  the 
Union,  State  Legislatures,  learned  societies,  citi- 
zens of  cities  and  residents  of  the  country,  all  re- 
ceived the  promoter  of  a  grand,  liberal  and  hu- 
manizing idea  with  that  kind  of  enthusiasm  which 
one  finds  nowhere  else  but  among  a  new  people. 

It  would  be  impossible  here  to  relate  ail  the 
kindnesses  and  fellow-feelings  which  smoothed 
Mr.  Vattemare's  path  in  America,  all  the  honors 
which  were  spontaneously  rendered  him.  With- 
out proofs,  this  recital  would  seem  rather  too  hy- 
perbolical. But  these  proofs  are  not  wanting ; 
they  are  found  among  the  acts  of  the  great  consti- 
tuted bodies  of  the  United  States  ;  among  the  bills 
of  various  Legislatures,  from  Maine  to  Louisania ; 
in  the  resolutions  passed  by  popular  assemblies  ; 
in  the  unanimous  votes  of  thanks  of  an  entire 
people  ;  in  short,  in  the  three  hundred  thousand 
volumes  exchanged  between  France  and  the  United 


tMr.  Vattemare,  encouraged  by  Lafayette,  G?n.  Cass,  Mr. 
Cambreling  and  others,  embarked  for  the  United  States,  Sept.  2o, 
1839,  to  lay  Ins  plan  ol  International  Exchange  before  our  peo- 
ple, and  spent  over  two  years  here,  lie  visited  this  country 
again  in  1817. — Ed. 
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States,  without  speaking  of  the  innumerable  spec- 
imens of  works  of  art  and  natural  history. 

Truly  we  may  say  the  United  States  were  re- 
vealed to  the  world  by  Mr.  Vattemare.  Before  Iub 
successful  voyages,  it  was  of  course  well  known 
that  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  lived  a  peo- 
ple, energetic,  active,  liberal  in  the  best  accept- 
ance of  the  word,  marching  with  a  deliberate  and 
firm  step  towards  progress  ;  but  as  to  what  that 
people  could  or  had  already  produced  in  the  matter 
of  sciences  and  arts,  the  world  at  large  was  igno- 
rant of  or  nearly  so.  On  this  double  and  very 
interesting  point  of  view,  Mr.  Vattemare  has  en- 
lightened the  whole  world. 

Nobody  is  a  prophet  in  his  own  land  !  If  ever 
any  man  has  been  able  to  apply  to  himself  this 
discouraging  apophthegm,  it  is,  without  contra- 
diction, Mr.  Vattemare.  During  thirty-two  years, 
he  remained  at  the  breach,  asking  France  to  adopt 
officially  bis  idea ;  but  always  without  success. 
Certainly,  the  eulogies  and  the  official  concur- 
rences of  the  ministerial  departments,  even  hono- 
rific distinctions,  have  not  been  withheld  ;  but  the 
moral  force  and  consequently  the  perpetuity  which 
an  official  recognition  alone  could  give  to  the  sys- 
tem, has  been  utterly  wanting.  In  this  case,  as 
in  many  others,  France  has  let  herself  be  dis- 
tanced by  the  United  States. 

Exhausted  by  labors  of  every  kind  and  by  super- 
human efforts,  Mr.  Vattemare  died  when  he  had 
only  reached  the  last  limits  of  mature  age.  A 
painful  illness,  the  result  of  great  fatigues,  which 
he  had  obstinately  braved,  overmastered  his  in- 
domitable energy  ;  a  great  intellect  has  been  pre- 
maturely extinguished. 

It  was  in  vain  that,  after  the  death  ot  the 
founder  of  the  system  of  International  Exchange, 
his  eldest  son,  Mr.  Hippolyte  Vattemare,  for 
eighteen  years  his  father's  co-laborer,  asked  from 
the  government  and  from  learned  societies  to  re- 
same,  and  to  proceed  in,  the  work  so  happily  and 
energetically  undertaken.  Nobody  understood  the 
case,  or  rather,  no  one  would  understand  it.  Mr. 
Vattemare  found  everywhere  the  doors  closed  to 
him,  and  he  has  seen,  not  without  deep  regret,  a 
work  falling  to  the  ground,  which,  from  filial  re- 
spect, he  would  like  to  have  seen  permanently  es- 
tablished. Nevertheless,  let  us  hope  that  this 
work  may  not  fall  into  oblivion  ;  and  that  preju- 
dice be  not  permitted  to  prevent  that  the  magnifi- 
cent results,  realized  by  a  man  abandoned  and  left 
to  his  own  wits,  without  official  character  and 
without  fortune,  shall  obtain  a  collective  form. 

As  ordinarily  happens  to  inventors,  Mr.  Vatte- 
mare did  not  enjoy  the  fruit  of  what  he  had  cre- 
ated. But,  whether  sooner  or  later  the  system  of 
International  Exchange  shall  place  itself  on  a  solid 
basis,  the  name  of  its  founder  shall  forever  remain 
attached  to  the  same. 

Paris,  December,  1869. 


Mr.  Alofsen  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  who  contrib- 
uted some  of  the  most  valuable  articles  to  the 
Historical  Magazine  while  it  was  under  my 
charge,  being  willing  to  furnish  an  article  for  my 
number,  but  in  doubt  as  to  a  6ubjiect,  I  suggested 
that  a  memoir  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  such  as  I  sup- 
posed he  could  readily  compile  from  materials  ac- 
cessible in  Paris,  where  Mr.  Alofsen  then  was, 
would  interest  the  readers  of  the  Magazine.  I 
wrote  to  him  that  this  would  answer  a  double 
purpose,  for,  besides  helping  me,  it  would  furnish 
infoimation  which  Mr.  Trask,  the  historiographer 
of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
of  which  Mr.  Vattemare  was  a  corresponding 
member,  had  felt  the  want  of  in  preparing  a 
sketch  for  the  society.  Mr.  Alofsen  found  more 
difficulty  than  I  supposed  he  would  in  obtaining 
materials  :  but  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  hear 
of  a  son  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  who,  at  his  request, 
prepared  the  preceding  biographical  sketch  to  be 
preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  above  society.  In 
the  letter  whieh  accompanied  the  sketch  and 
translation,  Mr.  Alofsen  wrote  to  me: 

"In  publishing  this  short  biography  of  Mr. 
"  Alexander  Vattemare,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight 
"  of  the  fact  that  it  is  Mr.  Hippolyte  Vattemare, 
"  his  eldest  son  and  co-laborer  in  the  work,  who  is 
"  the  author  of  the  same.  The  idea  of  Interna- 
"  tional  Exchange  was  grand,  and  originated  with 
"  Alexander  Vattemare.  He  became  the  founder 
"  of  the  system,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  our 
"praise  and  admiration;  but  experience  has 
"  shown  us  that  he  was  not  a  systematic  man, 
"  consequently  not  fully  competent  to  give  effect 
"  to  his  own  work  or  carry  his  plan  to  perfection. 
"  After  the  system  had  been  a  few  years  in  work' 
"  ing  order,  what  results  did  we  in  America  see 
"of  it?  To  assume  a  fact ;  the  first  volume  of  an 
"  European  work  under  publication  was  sent  to 
"  6ome  one  of  our  institutions,  but  when  the  sec- 
"  ond  volume  of  the  same  work  made  its  appear- 
"  ance,  it  was  sent  to  auother  one,  Mr.  Vattemare 
"  having  in  the  intermedium  totally  forgotten  to 
*'  which  society  he  had  previously  6ent  the  first 
"part  of  the  work.  There  have  been  such  oceur- 
"  rences;  even  one  in  which  the  illustrations  of  a 
"  certain  work  reached  New  Jersey,  whilst  the 
"  volume  of  explanations  in  all  probability  was  sent 
"  elsewhere.  This  was  a  publication  of  the  Dutch 
"  government,  and  related  to  an  important  event 
"  in  the  history  of  the  Netherlands,  and  woutd 
"  have  been  more  appropriately  placed  on  the 
"shelves  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  than 
"  in  the  collection  of  that  of  New  Jersey.  I  meti- 
"  tion  this  to  show  that  there  was  a  want  of  judg- 
"  ment  and  lack  of  system.  If  we  in  America 
"  experienced  such  errors,  others  in  Europe  must 
"  have  had  the  same  experience  ;  and  can  we  then 
"  be  surprised  at  the  want  of  interest,   of  which 
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"  Mr.  Hippolyte  Yattemare  so  bitterly  complains  ? 
"  It  i8  evident  that  the  neglect  shown  by  the  French 
"  government  towards  the  lather,  was  a  sad  disap- 
"  pointment  to  him,  and  it  is  in  compensation, 
"  perhaps,  that  the  son  speaks  of  his  father's  labor 
"  in  such  extravagantly  glorifying  terms. 

"  It  was,  I  think,  about  1848-1850  that  Mr. 
*'  Alexander  Vattemare  travelled  in  the  United 
"  States,  endeavoring  to  interest  the  country  in 
"  his  project.  At  that  period  4  the  world  at  large' 
41  was  already  long  and  very  well  acquainted  with 
"  the  progress  of  the  arts,  sciences  and  literature 
"  in  the  Union.  The  expression  that  '  Mr.  Vatte- 
"  mare  has  revealed  the  United  States  to  the 
11  world,'  and  similar  ones,  are  therefore  mere  ex- 
'■  aggerations.  Also,  when  we  read  of  '  the  in- 
"  numerable  specimens  of  works  of  art  and  natu- 
"  ral  history,'  we  cannot  help  thinking  also  of  the 
"  innumerable  specimens  of  absolute  daubs  and 
44  trash  with  which,  through  him,  our  learned  so- 
**  cieties  have  been  presented. 

"  Several  years  previous  to  the  above  period,  Mr. 
"  Yattemare  visited  the  United  States  as  an  artist 
"  of  vocal  illusion,  but  then  I  believe  the  idea  of 
44  International  Exchange  had  not  yet  occurred  to 
"  him.  At  that  time,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  he 
"  exhibited  for  an  entrance  fee,  in  Clinton  Hall, 
44  corner  of  Nassau  and  Beekraan  streets,  New 
"  York,  a  collection  of  prints  more  curious,  I 
"  think,  for  their  antiquity  than  for  their  intrinsic 
44  merit. 

"  A  smart,  energetic,  indefatigable  man,  Mr. 
41  Vattemare  certainly  was,  but  1  cannot  look  upon 
**  him  so  as  to  think  that  at  his  death  at  the  age 
44  sixty-eight,  '  a  great  intellect  had  been  prema 
*«  turely  extinguished,'  as  his  son  informs  us.  It 
*•  is  very  probable  that  Mr.  Vattemare  made  per- 
"  sotial  pecuniary  sacrifices  for  his  favorite  scheme  ; 
44  but  did  not  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
"  or  the  governments  at  Washington,  at  Albany 
"  and  Boston,  and  some  of  our  societies,  vote  him 
"annual  compensations  to  defray,  in  part,  his 
41  disbursements  ? 

44  I  am  convinced  from  conversations  with  his 
44  son  and  the  language  of  the  biography,  and  from 
44  what  1  have  heaid  in  society,  that  it  was  not 
<,from  pure  love  of  literature  and  art  that  Mr. 
44  Yattemare  undertook  to  be  the  intermediary  of 
"  thete  International  Exchanges.  His  evident  plan 
44  and  object  was  to  establish  here  in  Paris  a  Gov- 
41  ernmeutal  Bureau  for  that  purpose;  with  himself 
44  at  the  head  of  it,  and  with  his  son  as  his  assist- 
"  ant  and  future  successor.     In  this  he  failed. 

'•  I  made  Mr.  Vattemare 's  personal  acquaintance 
"  when  he  applied  for  letters  of  introduction  from 
"and  to  the  presidents  of  railroad  and  steamboat 
44  companies  and  for  free  passes  on  such  convej'an- 
4  ces.  These  he  received  on  almost  every  road  and 
*'  river  in  the  Union  ;  and  I  am  well  assured  that 
*'  in  this  respect  he  had  little  or  no  expense. 


"  I  will  also  add  that  before  Mr.  Vattemare 
"  made  his  idea  known  in  the  United  States,  the 
"  government  at  Washington  was  in  the  habit  of 
"  sending  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers 
"  residing  at  Washington,  two  copies  of  all  the 
"  Congressional  documents  and  of  all  works  of 
"  importance  printed  by  the  same.  Frequently 
"  additional  copies  of  such  works  were  sent  to  the 
"  foreign  legations,  specially  destined  for  public 
"libraries  and  scientific  institutions  in  their  re- 
spective countries.  Some  American  authors 
"  would  occasionally  do  the  same,  and  I  believe 
"  the  Smithsonian  Institution  fowarded  their  pub- 
plications  through  the  American  consulates  abroad. 
"  I  got  copies  of  works  published  by  the  New 
"  York  Legislature,  for  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and 
"  in  return,  that  Library  sent  me  a  list  of  their 
"  doubles  on  hand  from  which  the  State  Library 
"at  Albany  selected  several  old  scientific  works  in 
"  learned  languages.  But  this  happened  in  the 
"  latter  years  of  Mr.  Vattemare's  life,  when  the 
"  exchanges  through  him  began  to  languish,  and 
44  the  interest  in  his  system  to  diminish. 

"  This  exchange  of  public  documents  between 
"  the  respective  powers  of  Europe  aud  America 
"  may  perhaps  have  suggested  to  Mr.  Vattemare 
"  the  idea  of  his  plan  of  International  Exchange, 
"  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  he  may  only  have  given 
"  a  Avider  scope  to  a  system  already  in  existence, 
"  by  courtesy,  among  various  governments  of  civ- 
"  ihzed  nations.  I,  however,  would  prefer  that 
"  we  should  continue  to  consider  him  as  the  found- 
"  er  of  the  system.  His  enthusiasm  led  him  to 
"  assume  a  task  for  which  he  was  not  fully  quali- 
"  tied.  It  was  gratuitously  undertaken,  and  prov- 
"  ed  to  him  to  be  a  costly,  annoying  and  ungrate- 
"  ful  labor  ;  and  although  the  results  have  not  an- 
"swered  the  general  expectations,  the  idea  was  a 
"glorious  one;  and  Mr.  Vattemare  deserves  for 
"  ever  the  well-merited  thanks  and  esteem  of  all 
"  who  take  an  interest  in  the  spread  of  knowledge 
"  throughout  the  world." 

It  may  interest  the  readers  of  the  Magazine  to 
know  that  Mr.  Hippolyte  Vattemare,  the  writer  of 
the  notices  of  his  father's  life,  is  a  literateur  and 
contributor  to  various  magazines.  He  is  the  au- 
thor of  biographical  notices  of  several  prominent 
generals  of  our  war,  both  Northern  and  Southern, 
which  are  printed  in  the  Revue  Contemj>oraine . 
A  younger  brother  is  one  of  the  vicars  of  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  Paris. 

The  sketch  of  Alexander  Vattemare,  by  Mr. 
Trask,  before  referred  to,  is  printed  in  the  Histor- 
ical and  Genealogical  Register,  vol.  xix,  pp.  307-9. 
It  contains  many  interesting  particulars  not  given 
by  his  son  nor  by  Mr.  Alofsen,  some  of  which 
were  obtained  from  a  public  address  delivered,  in 
Boston,  by  Mr.  Vattemare  himself,  and  printed  in 
one  of  the  mammoth  newspapers,  then  in  vogue, 
the  Boston  Notion,  May  8,  1841.  Editor. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF   DR.  THOMAS 
ROBINSON,  OF  PETERSBURG,   VA. 

By  Cn.\RLES  Campbell,  Esquire,of  Warrenton.Va. 

The  following  biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Rob- 
inson consists  mainly  of  information  derived  from 
members  of  his  family,  and  partly  from  my  own 
long  and  familiar  personal  acquaintance  with  him. 

Thomas  Robinson  M.  D.  of  Petersburg,  Va.  was 
born  in  Enniskillen.  Ireland,  November  12,  1770. 
He  was  graduated  with  distinction  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin,  about  the  year  1798,*  While  a 
student  there  be  became  intimntely  acquainted 
with  Robert  Emmet.  Thomas  Moore,  the  Poet. 
was  also  a  college-mate,  being  in  the  class  nest  be- 
low Robinson's.  These  two  bad  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  meeting  again,  in  after  years,  at  Nor- 
folk, Va.  Robinson  being  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  United  Irishmen,  became  obnoxious  to 
the  British  Government  and  was  forced  to  leave 
Ireland.  He  came  over  in  company  with  Archi- 
bald Hamilton  Rowan,  another  refugeo,f  and  they 
landed  from  a  leaky  ship,  at  Philadelphia.  The 
two  lived  together,  for  some  time  after  their  arrival, 
in  a  cottage,  on  the  bank  of  the  Christine,  a  branch 
of  the  Brandywine,  not  far  from  Wilmington, 
Delaware.  Young  Robinson  in  the  first  instance 
had  to  depend  upon  his  pen  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence. He  afterwards  removed  to  Virginia, 
where  he  took  up  his  abode  with  the  family  of  a 
Mr.  W.  Banks,  a  lawyer,  in  Halifax  County. 
Thence  he  went  to  Pridesvillc,  in  Amelia  County, 
in  1801,  where  he  taught  a  school  till  1803. 

About  this  time  he  repaired  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  thirteen  months,  attending  Dr. 
Benjamin  Rush's  Lectures  on  the  Institutes  and 
Practice  of  Medicine;  also  his  prescriDtions  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  during  the  winter  of  1803— 1. 
Dr.  Robinson  also  attended  the  private  practice  of 
Dr.  James  Reynolds,  an  eminent  physician,  and, 
for  some  time  during  the  summer  of  1804, 
while  the  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  Philadelphia, 
had  charge  of  the  Lazaretto  there,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction  by  his  successful  practice  and  humane 
conduct — as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the  Board  of 
Health  and  the  certificate  of  Dr.  Rush. 

Dr.    Robinson,    returning  to  Virginia,  married 

*Copy  of  a  diploma.  [On  parchment  about  12  inches  by  S.[ 
Arms  of  the  College,  a  Lion  courant,  harp  and  a  building-. 

"  Ingenuo  magumque  Spel  Adolescenti  Thorn®  Robinson  ; 
Propter  insignes  in  artibus  progrossas  in  Classe  tertia,  Kxamina- 
tione  habita  initio  Termini  Michailts  An.  Dom.  Milless  :  Sept;  no- 
nages; septimo:  hanc  Tesseram  dederunt  Prsepositus  et  Soeii  te  i- 
ores  Collegii  Sacro  Sanotie  &  Indrvidua;  Trinitatis,  juxta  Dublin 
Loco  Pnernii  literarii,  quod  bis  in  anno  eodem  dari  hand  conces- 
ium  est.    Quod  Jestoi* 

A  Browne 

P.  Prims 

t>Ir  Rowan  subsequently  returned  to  Ireland,  and  having  made 
his  humble  submission  and  pledged  his  fealty  to  the  government, 
was  pardoned. 


Annie,*  eldest  daughter  of  William  Murray,  Es- 
quire, of  Amelia  County,  who  traced  his  lineage 
from  the  Murray,  Duke  of  Athol.  Mr.  Murray, 
by  his  worth,  urbanity  and  hospitality,  acquired 
among  hie  neighbors  the  sobriquet  of"  The  Duke." 
Soon  after  his  marriage,  the  Doctor  took  up  his 
i evidence  at  Farmville,  Prince  Edward  County, 
Va.  not  far  from  Lizarre,  the  seat  of  the  mother: 
of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  who  became  a 
frequent  visitor  at  his  house,  being  a  cousin  of 
Mrs.  Robinson.  Mr.  Randolph,  in  a  letter  dated 
at  Bizarre,  July  20,  1806,  6ays  :  "  Dr.  Robinson 
•'  has  at  last  brought  his  lady  home.  We  dined 
"  with  them  to-day."  The  friendship  nowlbrmed 
between  tho  Doctor  and  Mr.  Randolph  was  perma- 
nent. When  subsequently  the  Doctor  removed  to 
Petersburg,  Mr.  Randolph,  in  his  occasional  visits 
to  that  town,  made  the  Doctor's  house  his  stop- 
ping place.  In  a  letter  dated  at  Georgetown  D. 
C.  Feb'y  8,  1808,  Mr.  Randolph  says:  "  Greet 
"  the  Dr  in  my  name  &  tell  him  that  I  was  mu<  h 
"  concerned  to  see  by  the  papers  that  he  had  lost  the 
"  locks  of  his  fowling-piece,  &  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
"  that  he  has  found  them."  And  again  :  "  My  best 
•'  regards  also  to  Mrs.  R.  &  tell  her  1  hope  my  little 
"  friend,  Will,  is  well,  although  1  am  sorry  to  learn 
"  I  am  likely  to  lose  him  as  a  neighbour."  Again, 
under  date  of  March  18,  1808  :  "Remember  me 
"  affectionately  to  Sally  &  to  Ilodijah  &  Tom. 
"  Murray.  The  Doctor  &  his  charming  wife  I 
"  hope  have  not  forgotten  me,  although  I  fear  my 
"  little  friend  has.''  *  *  "When  you  see  Dr 
"Robinson,  you  may  consult  him  on.  any  difficult 
"  passage  in  the  classics." 

About  the  year  1810,  Dr.  R.  removed  to  Peters- 
burg and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  in 
compliance  with  a  promise  made  to  Mrs.  Murray, 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  receiving  her  daughter 's- 
hand,  that  he  would  never  take  her  beyond  the 
limits  of  Virginia.  He  kept  his  promise  faithfully, 
in  spite  of  strong  inducements  held  out  to  him  to 
remove  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  acquired 
the  friendship  of  the  wealthy  Stephen  Girard.  who 
offered  to  assist  him  if  he  would  undertake  to  es- 
tablish himself  there.  Dr.  Robinson  did  not  take 
a  degree  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
consequence  of  the  requisite  expense  being  greater 
than  he  could  afford  to  incur.  Dr.  Rush,  however, 
in  a  certificate  dated  Nov.  30,  1804,  says  :  "  From 
'•  Dr  Robinson's  talents,  general  knowledge  &  at- 
••  tainment8  in  his  profession,  the  public  are  justi- 
"  fied  in  expecting  from  him  eminence  &  usefulness 
"  in  the  exercise  of  the  different  branches  of 
"medicine."     A  diploma  unsolicited,    was  subse- 


*She  Was  descended  from  Pochahoutas  as  follows :  ]  John 
Rolfe  married  Pochaliontas ',  2  Their  only  child,  Thomas  Robe, 
md  ,7ane  Poyers  ;  3  Their  only  child,  Jane  Rolfo.  rad  Col.  Rob- 
ert Boiling,  4  Their  only  ch?Id,  John  Boiling,  md  Mary  Kennon  J 
5  Anne,  a  daughter  of  theirs,  md  James  Murrav;  6  William  Mur- 
ray, son  of  James  Murray  &  Anne  his  wife, rod  Rebecca  Bo'.liDgi 
7  Their  dacghtar,  Anne  jlurrsy,  md  Dr  Tiiofnus  Robinson. 
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quently  conferred  upon  him  by  Jefferson  College, 
Philadelphia.  The  Professorship  of  Materia  Medica 
in  that  institution  was  also  offered  him  and  de- 
clined. 

The  learned  and  able  Essay  en  Irish  music 
prefixed  to  McCreery's  Irish  Melodies,  erroneously 
attributed  to  Burk,  author  of  a  History  of  Virginia, 
was  written  by  Dr.  Robinson.  He  contributed  to 
a  Northern  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  a  valuable 
article  on  "  The  Circulation  of  the  Blood."  He 
appears  to  have  composed  an  elaborate  article  on 
Arithmetic,  -which  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
published.  He  did  not  participate  in  party  poli- 
tics, but  on  one  occasion  prepared,  in  behalf  of  the 
Virginia  Agricultural  Society,  an  Address,  remon- 
strating against  the  U.  S.  restrictive  tariff  duties. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  a  man  of  such  emi- 
nent genius  and  extensive  learning,  should  have 
written  so  little.  He  appeared  to  be  singularly 
devoid  of  ambition  and  indifferent  to  fame. 

Dr.  RobinBon  practiced  medicine  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  in  Petersburg,  and  his  practice  was 
large  and  lucrative  5  but  he  was  too  liberal  and 
had  too  much  Irish  generosity  to  accumulate  much. 
Indeed,  a  considerable  part  of  his  practice  wa6 
bestowed  gratuitously  upon  the  poor.  In  going 
his  daily  rounds,  he  was  fond  of  prolonging  his 
stay  at  houses  where  he  found  literary,  apprecia- 
tive and  congenial  society.  It  added  to  his  enjoy- 
ment if  a  dish  of  hot  and  fragrant  tea  was  served 
up  to  him.  His  humor  was  ever  ready,  spontane- 
ous and.  exquisite — Irish  humor,  and  he  found  ma- 
terial for  it  everywhere.  He  would  relate,  with 
the  imperturbable  gravity  of  a  Turk,  incidents  the 
most  extraordinary  and  incredible.  For  example, 
he  once  owned  a  cat,  which  he  trained  to  hunt 
hares,  like  a  dog,  and  she  possessed  this  singular 
advantage,  that  she  couid  pursue  them  up  trees. 
He  was  once  skating  on  a  lake,  several  miles  wide, 
in  Ireland.  Spreading  his  cloak  for  a  sail,  he  was 
wafted.,  in  a  few  minutes,  across  the  lake,  when 
the  wind,  suddenly  shifting  to  the  opposite  point, 
he  was,  with  equal  rapidity,  wafted  back  to  the 
spot  from  which  he  had  started.  When  phrenolo- 
gy was  much  in  vogue,  the  Doctor  illustrated  the 
truth  of  that  science,  so  called,  by  the  following 
incident;  He  once  had  a  bird,  which  was  a  very 
line  singer  ;  he  punctuiedit's  organ  of  music  with 
a  needle,  and  the  bird  never  sang  any  more. 

The  Doctor  once  had  a  remarkable  dream,  which 
he  repeated  to  some  of  his  acquaintance,  who 
deemed  it  comparable  in  interest  to  one  of  Scott'6 
novels. 

Dr.  Robinson,  like  Sir  Walter,  was  exceedingly 
fond  of  dogs  and  usually  had  two — the  one  a  grey- 
hound, the  other  a  terrier — by  name  Pepper. 
These  two  accompanied  him  in  his  daily  rides 
about  Petersburg,  and  looked  upon  themselves  as 
chartered  libertines,  making  themselves  quite  at 


home  in  the  houses  which  their  master  visited  • 
He  was,  when  he  first  came  over  to  America,  ou* 
on  the  Delaware  river  in  an  open  boat  with  hi" 
friend,  Hamilton  Rowan.  The  Doctor  diverted 
himself  by  tilting  the  boat  over,  first  on  the  one 
side  and  then  on  the  other  ;  Rowan,  finding  his  re- 
monstrance fruitless,  at  length,  in  accordance  with 
a  previous  threat,  upset  the  boat.  The  Doctor 
with  a  heavy  overcoat  and  boots  on,  swam  for  the 
shore,  some  half  a  mile  distant.  But  just  as  he 
was  about  reaching  the  land,  he  recollected  that 
his  little  white  dog  had  been  left  under  the  cap- 
sized boat.  Without  touching  the  land  he  im- 
mediately swam  back  to  the  boat  and  turned  it  up, 
when  the  little  dog  leaped  upon  his  shoulder,  and 
thus  the  two  returned  to  the  land. 

The  Doctor  once  owned  an  eccentric  dog,  who 
for  his  amusement  would  in  rainy  weather,  go 
about  the  streets,  catching  puppies  and  small  dogs 
and  sticking  their  noses  down  in  the  mud,  and 
would  leave  them  in  this  unpleasant  posture,  with 
their  tails  erect  in  the  air.  Pepper,  his  favorite 
terrier,  was  so  sagacious  as  to  justify  Sir  Waiter 
Scotfs  remark,  that  "he  could  believe  anything 
of  a  dogk"  Pepper  ever  kept  himself  well  in- 
formed as  to  the  municipal  regulations  of  the 
town,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  circum- 
stance :  During  the  summer,  when  the  dog-law 
was  in  operation,  Pepper  was  in  the  habit  of  going 
across  the  Appomattox  river,  by  way  of  Pocha- 
hontas  bridge,  very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
would  remain  without  the  limits  of  the  corpora- 
tion during  the  day,  returning  home  after  dark, 
thus  evading  the  bloody-minded  dog-catchers,  and 
would  so  continue  to  do  until  the  dog-killing  sea- 
son had  elapsed,  when  he  would  resume  his  ordi- 
nary domestic  habits. 

The  following  letter  and  extract  from  anoth" 
er  were  written  to  Dr.  Robinson  by  Mr.  Ran" 
dolph  : 

Roanoke,  June  213,  1813. 
Dear  Doctor, 

I  have  neither  time,  nor  spirits, 
to  write,  except  upon  one  subject,  my  poor  Sister 
(if  alive)  is  now  with  you.  whatever  medical  skill 
can  do  for  her,  I  know  she  will  have  the  benefit  of. 
But  I  beseech  you,  my  good  friend,  to  write  to  me 
if  it  be  but  one  line  &  let  me  know  the  real  Btate 
of  her  case.  I  have  seen  the  effects  of  your  skill 
in  prolonging  human  life  &,  I  may  say  I  have  felt 
it.  Tell  me  what  I  have  to  hope  in  this  case,  my 
best  love  to  Cousin  Nancy  [Mrs.  Robinson]  &  your 
little  ones. 

your  friend,  alway, 

John  Randolph  of  Roanoke 

Dudley,  who  is  with 

me  desires  his  love  &  duty 

to  you  both. 
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Roanoke, July  9.  1813 

Dear  Doctor 

Your  letter  without  date  [poet- 
marked  June  20]  did  not  reach  rue  until  Sunday 
last.  I  had  heard  from  M™  R —  of  Bizarre,  of 
your  severe  attack  &  be  assured  it  gave  me  very 
great  concern.  Take  care  of  yourself  &  turn  miser 
for  a  few  years  (I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  habit 
becoming  fixed)  &  then  you  may  abandon  the 
drudgery  of  your  profession.  Tell  CouMn  Nancy, 
that  I  wish  I  could  give  her  a  sharp  turned- up 
nose — a  little  red  on  the  tip  of  it,  &  then  I  should 
have  some  hope  of  making  her  a  6kin-flint.  But 
come  what  may,  I  indulge  a  hope  of  seeing  you 
both  yet,  before  1  die  &  of  course  before  you  die ; 
your  melancholly  prognostications  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  I  am  sure  I  have  the  best  right 
to  predict,  for  my  liver  is  schirrhous  &  my  whole 
digestive  apparatus,  gone.  I  tell  you  this  in  an- 
swer to  your  reproaches  for  my  silence  on  this 
head.  Like  yourself  I  have  not  heard  one  syllable 
of  my  poor  sister  since  she  left  Richmond,  many 
thanks  for  your  account  of  her  case.  It  is  not 
very  different  from  mine,  except  that  I  have  better 
Btamina. 

You  ask  after  "  my  amusements" 
&c.  I  must  answer  you,  in  the  language  of  our 
price  current  on  some  of  the  first  necessaries  & 
comforts  of  life  "  none."  Dudley  &  I  are  here  in 
the  wilderness,  you  know  what  sort  of  a  place  it 
is,  by  dire  experience.  We  often  talk  of  you  & 
he  expresses  the  strongest  deBire  to  see  you,  always 
speaking  of  you  &  M™  R —  with  the  tenderest  re- 
gard &  respect." 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Robinson  ranked  high,  and 
in  a  great  city  might  have  attained  eminence  and 
celebrity.  He  was  gifted  with  an  intellect  of 
the  first  order,  and  his  conversational  powers  were 
unrivalled.  A  thorough- bred  classical  scholar,  an 
able  mathematician,  a  great  reader,  he  was  conver- 
sant with  the  entire  circle  of  polite  literature. 
John  Randolph,  it  is  said,  remarked  of  him,  "  He 
"  is  the  only  man  I  have  ever  encountered,  that  I 
"  could  not  fathom."  In  person  he  was  of  a  mas 
sive,  Herculean  frame,  but  finely  proportioned  and 
symmetrical.  His  head  and  face  noble — of  the 
antique  classic  kind  ;  his  forehead  smooth  and 
beautifully  rounded — phrenologically  perfect ;  his 
eye  luminous  and  restless. 

In  his  habits,  he  was  temperate,  domestic,  so- 
cial, hospitable,  fond  of  doge,  tobacco,  tea  and 
music.  In  this  last,  the  members  of  his  family 
were  very  proficient.  The  Doctor  was  a  most  ex- 
pert swimmer. 

His  house  was  for  many  years  the  hospitable  and 
attractive  resort  of  artiste  and  literary  and  scien- 
tific men,  who  enjoyed  in  his  conversation  a  rare 
combination  of  humor,  wit,  fancy,  metaphysical 
eubtlety,  eloquence  and  irresistible  powers  of  rat- 
iocination. 


Dr.  Robinson  died  in  Petersburg,  of  paralysis, 
September  14, 1846,  aged  76.  The  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  at  St.  Paul's  (Episcopal)  church, 
on  the  following  day,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Norton, 
and  his  body  was  interred  in  the  burial  ground  of 
the  Old  Blandford  Church,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  concourse  of  people. 

Mrs.  Anne  Robinson,  the  Doctor's  wife,  born  at 
Grovebrook,  Amelia  Co.,  Va.  Feb.  26.  1780,  died 
in  Petersburg,  March  24,1837,  aged  57 — a  gentle, 
refined,  lovely  woman.  Dr.  Robinson  left  four 
children  : — 1  William  Murray,  2  Robert  Emmet 
M.  D.  (dec.d)  3  Powhatan,  4  Rebecca  Matoaca. 
The  daughter's  name  is  derived  from  Pochahontas. 

AFFAIRS  IN  THE  WEST  INDUS,  1690. 
Communicated   by   William  B.  Trask,    Esquire. 

The  following  letter  from  Edwyn  Stede,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  of  Barbadoes,  was  written  to  Jacob 
Leisler,  Governor  of  New  York,  January  sixth 
1689-90.  It  is  copied  from  the  Massachusetts 
Archives,  Vol.  35,  pp.  163,  104.  This  communi- 
cation is  in  part  relative  to  two  fugitives  from  the 
island.  The  writer  gives  us  also  interesting  state- 
ments as  to  the  movements,  at  that  period,  of  some 
of  the  more  important  islands,  in  their  difficulties 
with  the  French. 

In  1685,  when  Richard  Dutton,  Esquire,  was 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  he  appointed  this  Mr. 
Stede,  who  was  an  Agent  to  the  royal  African 
company  and  had  been  his  Secretary,  to  be  his 
Deputy  Governor  in  the  Island.  "  Hitherto  the 
"  Governors  of  Barbadoes  had  received  their  sala- 
"  ries  from  England  alone,  but  Stede  had  the  ad- 
"  dress,  during  the  absence  of  Dutton,  to  prevail 
"  upon  the  Assembly  to  make  him  a  present  of 
"  one  thousand  pounds.  This  suggestion  they  in- 
"  cautiously  adopted,  and  by  adopting  it  establish- 
"  ed  a  precedent  which  has  continued,"  says  Coke, 
in  1810,  "  to  the  present  time.''  "  Every  new 
"  Governor,"  he  continues,  "  now  views,  this  pres- 
"  ent  as  a  debt  or  obligation,  which  he  lias  a  right 
"  to  demand,  and  the  custom  has  been  too  long 
"  established  to  be  revoked.''1 

In  1673,  an  affidavit  about  the  taking  of  New 
York  was  made  by  William  Hayes,  before  Edwyn 
Stede.2 

Among  the  English  Manuscripts  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  itf  a  permit 
by  Edwin  Stede,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Barba- 
does, dated  April  23,  1690.  to  captain  Henry  Beer, 
to  sail  from  that  Island  to  New  York  : 

Honored  Sr. 

Barbadoes  :  vi"  :  January  1689, 

Your  most  obligeing  Letter  of  yc  Three  &  Twen- 


1  Hint,  of  the  West  Indies,  by  Thomas  Coke,  LL.  P.  London 
1810,  vol  2,"  page  117. 

1  New  York  Colonial  Manuscripts,  iii.  -13. 
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lieth  of  Novemb';  wtn  ecverall  Papers  &  a  bill  of 
Loading  therein  Inclosed  for  two  Rebellious, 
bloody  Irish  Villainee  Patrick  Henly  &  Nicholas 
welsh  fugitives  from  this  Island  us  well  as  from 
their  duty  &  allegiance  to  their  maj"e\  who  went 
to  their  Maj"68  Ennemies  yc  French  &  by  Feighned 
Lyes  &  Stories  animated  them  to  Lye  In  waite  w,h 
their  men  of  warr  about  this  Island  to  Take  South- 
ward &  Inward  bound  Shipps  Some  of  wlh  they 
tooke  accordingly,  these  two  Traytore  being  on 
board  one  French  Man  of  "Warr,  who  they  in  a 
Hostile  &  traiterous  manner  assisted  wtL  Force  & 
amies  to  take  their  fellow  Subjects  belonging  to 
the  dominions  of  ye  King  &  Queene  of  England  ; 
these  your  Letters  &  papers  touching  that  affaire 
wth  a  bill  of  Loading  for  these  Fugutive  rebells  I 
received  by  ye  hands  of  Tbo  :  Dapwell  Master  of 
the  Constance,  who  Signed  yc  said  bill  of  Loading 
for  the  Fugitive  rebells,  but  hath  suffered  yc  said 
traitors  to  escape  before  hee  came  from  yc  coasts 
of  New  Yorke ;  who  being  gott  to  Pennsilvania 
writt  mee  a  most  Impudente  Letter  of  their  Inno- 
cencie  appealed  to  mee  for  Justifying  them  un- 
der that  prtence  &  to  send  them  certificates  there- 
of, when  on  ye  Contrary  1  mu6t  declare  them  fugi- 
tive llebells  &  traitors  to  their  King  &  Countrey, 
&  for  any  tiling  yet  appears  to  mee  they  have 
murthered  the  Watermen  they  forced  against  their 
wills  to  Carry  them  to  Martinico,  they  never  hav- 
ing been  Since  heard  of,  but  by  reportesthat  these 
bloody  Irish  villaines  cutt  their  Throats  ;  I  know- 
ing noe  Cause  neither  for  their  running  aWay  from 
this  Island  but  their  deadly  mallice  &  Hatred  to 
yc.  protestant  religion  &  to  their  Sacred  MatiM.  who 
God  was  pleased  to  Raise  up  to  be  a  Protector  & 
preserver  of  his  pure  &  protestent  religion  &  to 
Save  U6  from  popery,  arbitrary  power  &  Slavery. 
1  also  have  reeeived  by  M\  Gerratt  your  dupli- 
cates touching  these  rebells  &  Your  apprehension 
of  their  being  Escaped  wth  your  orders  to  Secure 
them  &  y°  Master  Dapwell  tor  hissoe  Long  trifling 
&  Lingering  on  your  Coastes  after  he  had  your  dis- 
patches by  all  \Vch  you  have  largely  Testifyed  your 
Zeale  to  their  Ma"'3  Service  &  your  affectionate 
Kindness  to  ye  Honn".  Interest  &  well  fare  of  this 
Island:  all  wch  I  have  Comunicated  to  their  Ma"" 
Councell  here  who  Joyne  wth  mee  in  y°  returne  of 
our  most  hearty  thancks  to  you  for  this  Your  So 
great  testimony  of  Respects  &  Kindness  to  this 
governmen'.  wch  is  also  a  reall  Service  to  their 
MatiM.  &  I  assure  you  both  I  and  ye  Councell  will 
be  glad  of  an  oportunity  to  returne  our  grateful 
acknowledgemu  to  you  for  it,  as  well  in  your  pri- 
vate as  Publick  Capacity  it  being  as  you  Very  well 
observe  an  Indispencible  necessity  for  the  govern- 
ors  of  ye  american  Collonies  to  assist  one  anothej 
to  y°  outmost  of  our  power  against  the  comon  En- 
emys  ye  papists  &  french  woh  I  have  done  to  yc  ut- 
most of  my  Power  &  shall  Continue  to  do  w,b  out 
Hesitation  to  th©  utmost  of  iny  abilities ;  having 


also  Testified  my  respects  to  yon  by  yc  Kind  rccep* 
tion  &  Civill  Treatm1  of  all  that   have  Come  hith- 
er from  New   Yorke,   and   have   been    friends   to 
Your   Governm',  wch   Is  all  that   oportunity   has 
offered  to   mee  for  to  te6tifye  my   respects   to  you 
by,  though  I  shall  gladly  Lay  hold  of  all  good  oc- 
asions  to  Enlarge  them  to  you  &  all  that  are  true 
t'T  faithfull  to  their  Majliea  &   the   true   Protestant 
Religion;     And  In  testimony  thereof  I    have   not 
only  Sent  aids  from   this  to   their  Matics   Leeward 
Islands  for  their  defence  ag"  ye  French  >  when  thew- 
s'. Kitts  [sic]  by  woU  ye  rest  have  been  preserved  from 
the  French,  but  thereby  also  Enabled  &   Encour- 
aged them  to  make  attempts  on  ye  French    Islands 
**  they  have  Taken  &  destroyed  w,b  little  or   noe 
Loss  on  our  Side,  who  have  weakned  the  ennemye 
thereby  &  gott  great  booties  from  them,  that  is  to 
Say  Mary  galland,  Bartholomew  and  St  Martines, 
woh  are  taken  &  utterly  destroyed,  so  that  they  will 
never  be  worth  the  resettleing,  the  Booty  that  fell 
into  ye  hand  of  the  English    at   Mary   galland   is 
Estimated  at  about  Fifeteen  thousand  pounds  be- 
sides a  great  deale  was  burnte  &  destroyed   that 
they  could  not  well  carry  of,  the  other  two  Islands 
were  farr  Short  of  y"  first  in  ye  valew   of  ye  Plun- 
der wch  Yett  afforded  so  much  as  to   encourage   y" 
officers  &  Souldiers  to  that  degree  that   they   now 
Resolve  to  attack  S\  Xtophers  &  hope  will  be  mas* 
ters   of   it  without   loss  of  many  menn   or  much 
time  being  assured  y*  French  are  very  weake  there 
in  men  &  wanting  in  provisions  &  all  necessaryes 
of  warr  nor  Is  Martmico  in  a  much  better  Condi- 
tion, neither  that  nor    Gaurdaloop  being  able    to 
assist  Sl  Xtophers  in  any  respect  &  they   are  ye 
onely  two  Islands  of  noate  in  these  parts  now  pos- 
sessed by  ye  french  besides  that   of  S'.   Kitts,  &  I 
am  in  hourly  Expectations  &  hopes  to   receive  an 
ace",  that  Mons'.  Ducass  wtt  his  man  of  warr   of 
forty  odd  gunns  y e  onely  usefull  Ship  y8  french  havo 
in  these  parts  is  taken,  being   advised   our   Small 
fleete  was  in  chase  &  gott  in  Sight  of  him,  So  that 
nothing  but  his  nimble  Sayling  &  Night  can  Save 
him  the  vessells  in  chase  of  him  Sailing  Also  very 
well  one  of  wch  carries  fifety  odd  Guhds   &  Sailes 
very  well,  having  five  hnndred  Men  on  board  wtt 
two  other  Shipps  &   two  good  sloopes   so  that  I 
hope   monsr   will   hardly   Escape  wch   will   much 
weaken  &  discourage  them  by  Sea  &  Land   &  as 
much  Strengthen  »te  Incourage  us.     Wee   are  Still 
wth  out  certainty  of  Affairs  In  Europe  having  had 
no  Ships  from   England  Since  ye  middle  of  De- 
cern1"'. <fc  they  were  so  long  detained  in  y°  west 
Countrey  that  our  Letters  were  of  a  very  old  date, 
but  by  the  acctts  they  brought  wee  have  reason  to 
hope  &  believe  all  things  go  well  In  england  to  y* 
full   content   &  Satisfaction  of  their  Ma*".  &  all 
Loyal  good  protestant  Subjects,  hoping  also  before 
this  Ireland  Is  Subdued  &  brought  to  y"  obedience 
&  Subjection  of  their  Ma"08  the  King  &  Queene  of 
England,  wch  will  be  of  groat  benefitt  &  Safety  to 
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their  Ma,iM  &  all  their  dominions  &  leave  them 
wholly  at  Liberty  to  pursue  y°  Treacherous  Tyrant 
French  who  will  I  hope  be  sue  hard  be  eett  this 
yeaie  on  all  fides  as  to  reduce  him  both  by  Sea  & 
Land  &  give  yc  Englis  .  oportunity  to  Land  upon 
him  &  make  a  great  Conquest  of  his  Country  ae- 
ordin«;  to  a  Prophesie  I  have  Seen  that  King  Wil- 
liam Should  doe  &  now  is  ye  time  as  it  Seemes  to 
mee  for  ye  english  Collonies  in  yp  northern  parts  ol' 
america  that  Lye  neere  ye  f'rench  to  unite  together 
&  raise  Forces  &  Subdue  both  ye  French  &  Indians 
in  Canada  &  parts  adjacent,  they  being  but  weake 
in  those  Places  before  aide  Can  be  sent  them  from 
France  or  thut,  y°  Dutch  Come  to  take  them  who 
in  time  to  Come  may  prove  worse  neighbors  to  y° 
English  then  the  French  Can  be;  Sr  what  I  have 
to  add  is  my  very  hearty  &  affectionate  Service  to 
You  &  to  Assure  you  that  I  am  w"'  all  respect 
Honnorf:  S1. 
Your  Most  Oblidged  &  Most  humble  Servant 
(Signed)  Edwyn  Stede. 

YVas  directed 

To  ye  Right  IIonoWe  Coll0.  Jacob 
Leisler  Governor.  and  Coniand':  in  Chiefeof  their 
MatiM  City  &  Province  of  New  Yorke  &c. 

By  Cap'.  El  bridge  Tt.ese  Present. 

Q.  D.  G. 


NEW  YORK  IN  1776. 

On  the  second  of  May,  1855,  Dean  Dudley. 
E-quire,  of  Boston,  read  a  paper  before  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  in  which 
he  gave  extracts  from  the  diary  of  Dr.  Isaac 
Bangs,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
This  paper  was  printed  in  instalments,  in  the  Bos- 
ton Daily  Bee  for  February,  1856.  From  it  a 
few  extracts  are  here  made,  giving  interesting 
facts  concerning  New  York  while  occupied  by  the 
American  army  in  1776. 

Isaac  Bangs  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  De- 
sire (Dillingham)  Bangs,  and  was  born  at  Har- 
wich, now  Brewster,  in  1752.  He  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1771,  and  studied  medicine. 
When  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out,  he  enter- 
ed the  army  as  a  lieutenant.  In  1776  he  march- 
ed with  the  New  England  troops  to  New  York, 
and  afterwards  to  Virginia,  where  he  died  unmar- 
ried. September  twelfth,  1780,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty seven  years : 

[April]  19,  I  spent  most  of  the  day  in  viewing 
the  city,  which  is  more  extensive  than  I  imagined. 
It  is  nearly  as  populous  as  the  town  of  Boston. 
The  public  edifices  are  more  numerous,  yet  not  in 
general  so  magnificent  as  those  of  BoBton. 

New  York  is  between  two  rivers.  In  the  town 
we  found  every  street  leading  from  the  water  al- 
most stopped  with  the  breastworks  built  by  Gen- 
eral Lee,  on  his  arrival  in  this  town,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  landing  to  set  fire  to  the  town. 
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On  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  which  is  a 
point  between  the  two  rivers,  is  a  very  strong  and 
costly  fort,  built  by  the  King's  troops  many  years 
t-ince,  for  the  protection  of  the  city.  Outside  of 
the  fort,  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  was  a  battery 
erected  at  a  vast,  expense  to  the  King,  of  hewn 
stone,  being  about  ten  feet  high,  and  having  the 
inside  filled  up  to  form  an  inclined  plane,  sloping 
inwardly  down  to  a  wall  one  foot  and  a  half  high. 
Over  this  the  cannon  were  to  play.  But  as  so 
low  a  wall  would  not  be  a  sufficient  cover  fbr  the 
men,  our  people  were  busily  employed  in  making 
a  turf-wall  upon  the  stone  wall,  and  when  we  ar- 
rived had  almost  finished  as  complete  a  battery  as 
ever  I  saw. 

Several  other  fortifications  were  erected  in  this 
town,  which  made  it  tolerably  strong  and  safe 
against  any  attacks  of  the  enemy.  From  the 
above  mentioned  fort,  a  spacious  street  running 
east-north-east  in  a  straight  line,  reached  with- 
out the  town  about  one  mile.  In  this,  near  the 
fort,  is  the  equestrian  statute  of  King  George  the 
Third.  The  design  was  an  imitation  of  one  of  the 
Roman  emperors  on  horse-back.  The  man,  George, 
is  represented  about  one  third  larger  than  a  natur- 
al man,  and  the  horse  is  larger  than  life  in  the 
same  proportion.  Both  are  neatly  constructed  of 
lead,  and  gilded,  being  raised  on  a  pedestal  of 
white  marble  about  fifteen  feet  high.  The  whole 
is  surrounded  by  a  finely  designed  iron  fence, 
about  ten  feet  high,  the  enclosure  being  oval  and 
containing  one  fourth  of  an  acre  of  green. 

20th.  I  visited  the  Water-works  that  are  being 
made  to  convey  water  through  the  city,  as  that 
from  the  walls  is  very  bad  and  unwholesome  ;  so 
that  the  inhabitants  prefer  to  buy  water,  for  mak- 
ing coffee,  out  ot  carts  employed  in  carrying  it 
around  the  city.  These  works  were  begun  about 
a  year  ago,  at  the  city*6  expense,  to  defray  which 
they  issued  bills  of  credit,  that  are  current  as 
other  money.  A  Dutchman  undertook  the  work, 
and  has  already  performed  the  most  difficult  p.irt 
of  it,  though  not  with  that  success  which  was  ex- 
pected by  the  citizens,  as  they  say.  But  he  says 
be  has  done  as  well  as  he  promised.  The  work 
already  accomplished  is  to  convey  water  from  the 
side  of  a  hill,  nigh  a  pond,  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
from  which,  being  higher  than  any  part  of  the 
city,  the  water  is  to  be  conveyed  about  in  pipes. 
The  well  is  40  feet  in  diameter  and  30  feet  down 
to  the  surface  of  the  water.  In  this  well  is  an 
engine  which  forces  the  water  almost  to  the  lop, 
and  from  thence  through  a  wooden  tube  up  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  which  is  a  distance  of  about  five 
rods.  At  the  top  of  the  hill  is  a  pond  covering 
one  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  being  from  8  to 
11  feet  deep.  Thus  far  I  could  easily  comprehend 
the  operation  of  the  works  ;  but  now  the  mystery 
was,  how  the  machine  iu  the  well  was  first  actuat- 
ed and  kept  in  motion.     This   (as  1  at  length  die- 
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covered,  with  surprise,)  was  done  by  the  power  of 
boiling  water.  1  found  that,  by  means  of' a  large 
copper  boiler,  the  steam  or  vapor  of  the  water  is 
conveyed  from  thence  into  a  stroDg  copper  tube  of 
18  inches  diameter  and  10  feet  long,  which  stands 
in  a  perpendicular  position.  The  lower  part  or 
end  of  this  tube  is  light,  but  the  upper  end  has  in 
it  a  moveable  stopper  which  may  move  upwards 
or  downwards  with  as  much  ease  as  possible,  and 
at  the  same  time  keep  the  air  without  from  enter- 
ing into  the  tube.  In  order  to  keep  it  tight, 
another  part  of  the  works  constantly  supplies  the 
top  of  the  tube,  above  the  stopper,  with  a  small 
jet  of  water.  The  steam  of  the  hot  water  (as  1 
take  it)  entering  into  the  tube,  rarities  the  air 
therein  to  a  great  degree,  when  the  stopper  is  let 
loose  and  flies  upward  with  rapidity  to  the  upper 
end  of  the  tube,  and  immediately  is  thrown  back 
by  the  pressure  of  the  air  from  without.  When 
it  gets  to  the  bottom,  it  is  again  driven  upwards 
by  the  same  cause  as  before,  and  repelled  down- 
ward in  like  manner  by  Lhe  air,  causing  a  constant 
motion.  To  this  stopper  a  stout  lever  is  fastened 
in  the  middle  upon  an  axis.  This  lever  is  moved 
up  and  down  by  the  stopper  in  the  tube,  and  thus 
works  the  engine  in  the  well,  forcing  the  water 
up  to  the  top  of  the  hill.1 

21st  (Sunday),  *  *  *  la  the  afternoon,  being 
desirous  to  attend  public  worship,  I  went  into  a 
small  meeting  house,  but  could  not  in  a  long  time 
understand  a  word  the  priest  6aid.  It  proved  to 
be  a  Dutch  church.     *  *  * 

April  26.  I  mounted  guard  with  Capt.  Crooper, 
at  Harrison's  Brewery.  Here  is  a  beautiful  circu- 
lar fort,  built  wholly  at  the  expense  and  by  the 
labor  of  a  company  of  Grenadiers  belonging  to  the 
city,  for  which  they  received  the  General's  thanks 
publicly  expressed. 

28th  (Sunday).  In  the  forenoon  I  attended 
public  worship  at  the  Congregational  meeting; 
was  very  much  disappointed  with  the  preaching. 
The  paraon  had  invited  a  chaplain  of  the  army  to 
do  his  work  for  him,  who  performed  it  miserably. 
Being  tired  of  such  nonsense  as  I  heard  in  the 
forenoon,  1  tried  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
afternoon.  But  the  satisfaction  I  received  from 
the  substance  of  »n  excellent  6ermon  wa6  greatly 
abated  by  the  pedantic  behaviour  of  the  priest, 
the  irreverent  conduct  of  the  people  and  the  fool- 
ish parade  of  ceremonies.     1  am  determined  next 

1  In  giving  an  account  of  an  expedition  to  the  Jerseys,  June 
21st,  "to  cut  cedar  logs,  &c,  to  build  F.re  Rafts,"  he  mentions 
a  visit  t  >  Mr.  Schuyler,  the  owner  of  the  cedar  swamp  in  which 
they  worked.  "An  old  man,"  he  writes,  '•accornpa'  ied  us  as  pi- 
"  lot,  and  in  our  way  he  showed  us  the  copper  mines  belonging 
c;  to  Mr.  Schuyler.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  these  miues  f  ir 
'■  four  years,  the  engine  for  throwing  off  the  water  having  be^n 
"burst.  It  cost  about  £3,000  sterling,  and  would  cast  out  of 
"  the  earth  80  hogsheads  of  water  per  minute,  being  actuated  by 
'•  fire,  from  which  it  had  its  only  motion.  It  was  constructed 
"  upon  the  same  principle  and  in  ueaily  the  same  form  as  that 
"  of  New  York  for  waterii.g  the  city.  But  the  works  of  Mr.  S. 
'were  greatly  sup.rior  in  magnificence  to  those  of  the  citj ." 


Sunday,  (unless  I  can  find  better  entertainment), 
to  attend  worship  with  the  Dutch  priest,  whom  1 
heard  last  week,  choosing  rather  to  worship  where 
I  understand  nothing,  than  to  hear  and  see  such 
tolly.  *  *  *. 

May  1st.  Went  with  Capt.  Allen  and  several 
other  officers,  to  visit  Mr.  McPherlin,  Love,  and 
their  families.  We  spent  the  time  very  agreeably  ; 
took  a  survey  of  the  furnace  (near  by).  In  this 
furnace  have  been  cast  many  excellent  brass  field- 
pieces  (six  pounders),  besides  iron  cannon  equal  to 
any  ever  made  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

May  4th.  Took  a  survey  of  the  city  Gaol, 
which  the  gaoler  showed  us  The  prisoners  here 
are  as  well  treated  as  in  any  prison  I  ever  visited. 
The  gaol  itself  is  a  magnificent  building  on  the 
north  side  of  the  common,  having  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  elegant  mansion  than  of  a  common 
gaol. 


FIRST   PROSPECTUS   OF  THE  HISTORICAL 
MAGAZINE. 

The  following  is  a  reprint  of  the  original  pro- 
spectus of  the  Historical  Magazine,  which  has 
never  before  appeared  in  its  pages,  and  which 
some  of  its  readers,  no  doubt,  will  wish  to  pre- 
serve. It  was  written  by  William  H.  Whitmore, 
Esquire,  who,  it  was  then  expected,  was  to  be  the 
editor.  The  "Introduction,"  iu  the  first  number, 
was  also  written  by  him  : 

PROSPECTUS 

OF   THE 

HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE; 

A    WORK.    DEVOTED     TO     ESSAYS,     NOTES   AND   QUERIES 

CONCERNING     TUB   ANTIQUITIES,      HISTORY 

AND  BIOGRAPHY  OF  AMERICA. 

The  undersigned,  on  announcing  his  intention 
to  publish  a  monthly  magazine  to  be  devoted  to 
historical  subjects,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  plan 
of  the  proposed  work,  and  a  sj^nopsis  of  the  reasons 
which  have  led  him  to  undertake  it. 

There  being,  at  present,  State  Historical  Socie- 
ties in  more  than  one-half  of  the  United  States, 
and  many  county,  town,  and  family  societies  insti- 
tuted, to  investigate  and  perpetuate  our  history, 
it  is  evident  that  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  of 
these  societies,  and  the  essays  and  discussions  de- 
livered before  them,  will  be  of  interest  to  all  stu- 
dents of  history  now,  and  form  a  valuable  source 
of  information  to  all  future  inquirers.  It  is  tie 
object  of  the  proposed  magazine  to  publish  con- 
densed official  reports  of  such  meetings,  and  thus 
preserve  for  posterity  the  information  now  buried, 
a*  aoon  as  it  has  once  reached  the  light,  in  the  col- 
umns of  a  daily  newspaper.  So  strongly  has  the 
necessity  of  such  a  preservation  been  forced  upon 
the  consideration  of  our    eocieties,   that    one  at- 
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tempt,  at  least,  has  been  made  to  print  the  tran- 
sactions of  one  of  the  Most  distinguished  of  them, 
as  a  distinct  serial.  The  principal  Historical  So- 
cieties have  already  decided  to  furnish  authentic 
reports  of  their  meetings  for  the  magazine. 

Another  department  of  this  projected  work  will 
■contain  reviews  of  various  historical  works.,  which 
will  not  only  serve  to  show  the  opinions  of  com- 
petent judges,  but  will  bring  various  valuable 
works  published  either  abroad  or  in  our  inland 
■cities  and  towns,  to  the  notice  of  students  through- 
out the  country,  and  awaken  the  kindly  ecollec- 
tion  of  those  formerly  resident  in  the  particular 
portion  of  the  country  to  which  the  work  may  es- 
pecially refer. 

Lastly,  a  section  of  Notes  and  Queries  will  be 
given,  on  the  plan  of  the  English  periodical  of 
that  name,  which,  as  comprising  many  subjects 
not  strictly  historical,  such  as  bibliography  and 
local  customs,  will  interest  the  general  reader. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  this  section  will 
be  found  very  useful  to  historians  at  the  South  and 
West,  who,  while  tracing  an  ancestry  or  historical 
investigation  of  New  England  derivation,  may  be 
unable  to  prosecute  their  inquiries  in  person  upon 
the  spot. 

Every  item  relating  to  our  early  customs  or  his- 
tory, every  fact  to  be  gleaned  from  English  town 
■or  county  histories,  bearing  upon  the  settlers  of 
this  country  or  their  colonial  history,  will  be  dili- 
gently sought  for. 

Considering  the  rapid  increase  of  a  taste  for  his- 
torical pursuits,  the  subscriber  trusts  that  the  pre- 
ceding remarks  will  meet  with  an  indulgent  con- 
sideration and  an  encouraging  response  from  the 
public,  so  that  the  work  may  be  placed  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  his  means  to  carry  out  his  inten- 
tions, be  enlarged. 

The  co-operation  of  all  gentlemen  engaged  in 
literary  and  historical  pursuits  — in  every  part  of 
■our  country — isearnestly  requested.  It  is  intended 
that  the  work  shall  be  the  organ  of  no  party,  sec- 
tion or  clique  ;  but  be  devoted  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  historical  inquiry  in  every  portion  of  the 
United  States.  Contributions  to  its  columns  are 
solicited.  As  a  general  thing  communications 
should  he  brief,  as  the  limits  of  the  work  will  not 
allow  full  and  elaborate  discussions  of  any  ques- 
tion. 

The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  announce  that  his 
project  has  received  the  attention  and  approbation 
of  the  following  gentlemen,  whose  names  may  be 
mentioned  as  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  impor- 
tance : 

Hon,  Edward  Everett,  Wra.  II.  Prescott,  Esq., 
Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp,  Samuel  G.  Drake,  Esq.,  Hon.  James  Sav- 
age, Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt,  LL.  D.,  Lucius  M. 
Sargent,  Esq.,  B.  Homer  Dixon,  Esq.,  William 
W.   Greenough,  Esq.,   of  Boston,  Mass. 


jared  Sparks,  LL.  D.,  Prof.  Convers  Francis, 
D.  D.,  Oeorge  Livermore,  Esq.,  Charles  Deatie, 
Esq.,  J.  L.  Sibley,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge.  Mass. 

John  W,  Francis,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Evert  A. 
Duyckinck,  Esq.,  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Esq.,  George 
H.  Moore,  Esq.,  James  S.  Lcring,  Esq.,  of  New 
Yoa-k  City. 

Horatio  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  Thomas  Balch,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  Mass. 

S.  F.  Streeter,  Esq..  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

J.  D.  B.  DcBow,  Esq.,  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

W.  Gilmore  Simms,  Esq.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Henry  Barnard,  LL.  D.,  of  Hartford,  Ct. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Hon.  William  Willie,  of  Portland,  Me. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

lion.  John  Wheeler,  of  Burlington,  Vt. 

Wm.  A  Whitehead,  Esq.,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Rev.  William  Barry,  of  Chicago,  III. 

The  work  will  be  printed  in  small  quarto  form, 
and  will  he  published  in  monthly  numbers  o(  thir- 
ty-two pages  each,  of  the  size  of  this  sheet,  at  two 
dollars  per  annum.  The  first  number  will  prubnMj 
be  issued  in  January  next.  Gentlemen  who  re 
ceive  this  circular  and  are  willing  to  encourage  the. 
enterprise  by  becoming  subscribers,  will  confer  a 
favor  by  forwarding  their  names  to  the  publishei 
as  early  as  possible,  as  the  work  will  not  b  com- 
menced till  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers  ib 
obtained  to  defray  the  expense  of  printing. 
Address 
C.  BENJ.  RICHARDSON, 

119  Washington  Street, 

Breton,  Ma5s., 
Publisher  of  the  N.  E.  Historical  and  Geuealigical 
Register. 
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I  have  befi >re  me  a  clipping  from  the  Boston 
Daily  Bee,  Friday,  November  seventh,  18-56,  con- 
taining a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  X<rrv  Eng- 
land Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Wednesday, 
November  fifth,  at  which  the  project  of  publishing 
the  Historical  Magazine  was  first  publicly  an 
nounced.  I  extract  that  portion  relating  t  ■  the 
magazine  : 

"  Mr.  Dean  reinrrked  that  he  had  long  felt  the 
"  necessity  of  some  better  medium  of  ititercom- 
"  munication  between  historical  students  in  this 
"  country  -something  resembling  in  some  parttca- 
••  lars  the  London  "Notes  and  t^ue  ies.  '  A  few 
"  weeks  ago  he  mentioned  the  6u;>jeit  to  his 
"  friends,  Messrs.  C.  B.  Richardson  and  \  EC, 
"  Whitmore,  both  members  oi'  this  Sjciety.  iirt 
"  suggested  that  the  work  should  endea\o.-  to  <>b- 
"  tain  the  sanction  of  the  numerous  historical 
•'  societies  in  the  United  States,  aud  that  it  s.iould 
"  be   considered    the  organ— not   of  one   Society 
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••  merely— but  of  the  whole.  The  journal  he 
"  thought  should  be  published  as  often  as  once  a 
•'  month,  and  might  contain  brief  reports  of  the 
"  proceedings  of  the  various  societies,  some  of  the 
••  best  of  the  papers  read  before  them,  and  discug- 
"  sions  of  historical  subjects  generally.  One  de- 
"  partment  should  be  devoted  to  Notes  and  Quer- 
"  ries  upon  American  History. 

"  The  plan  was  approved  by  the  gentlemen  to 
"  whom  it  was  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Richardson, 
"  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Robinson  & 
••  Richardson,  publishers,  has  since  thought  se- 
"  riously  of  undertaking  such  a  work.  He  has 
"  consulted  several  literary  gentlemen  upon  the 
"  subject,  who  heartily  approve  of  it.  Mr.  Dean 
"  closed  by  moving  that  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
"  ed  to  examine  the  plan  and  report  at  the  nest 
"  meeting  of  the  Society,  whether  it  was  worthy 
"  of  its  approval.  Mr  Richardson  then  gave 
"  further  details  of  the  plan,  which  had  received 
"  the  approval  of  Mr.  Sparks,  the  historian,  and 
"  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  and  answered  some  in- 
"  quiries  respecting  it,  when  the  motion  of  Mr. 
"  Dean  was  adopted,  and  the  following  Commit- 
"  tee  appointed,  viz:  Judge  Farrar,  Francis  Brin- 
•*  ley,  Rev.  Sylvester  Bliss  and  Mr.  Dean." 

My  impression  is  that  some  of  the  other  Boston 
newspapers  gave  fuller  details  of  the  plan  The 
Secretary's  record  has  already  been  printed  in  the 
Magazine,  1st.  S.  ix,  149-50. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  at 
this  meeting  was  Hon.  Timothy  Farrar,  LL.  D., 
author  of  the  Manual  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  published  by  Messrs.  Little,  Brown 
df  Co.,  in  1867.  A  report  was  made  to  the  Socie- 
ty at  the  next  meeting,  Wednesday,  December 
third,  1856.  J  copy  the  abstract  given  in  the  re- 
port of  that  meeting  in  the  Daily  Evening  Travel- 
ler, Boston    December  fourth,  1856  : 

•'  Sylvester  Bliss,  Esq.,  made  the  report  of  the 
"  committee  to  whom  the  plan  of  a  new  historical 
"  periodical  was  referred  at  the  last  meeting.  The 
"  committee  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  en- 
"  couraging  the  work  by  its  approbation  and  sup- 
"  port.  Mr.  C.  Benjamin  Richardson,  of  this 
"  city,  who  proposes  to  publish  the  work,  being 
"  requested  to  state  in  what  manner  the  project 
"  had  been  received,  read  letters  from  Evert  A. 
"  Duyckinck,  Esq.,  of  New  York  (for  many  years 
"  Editor  of  the  Literary  World),  S.  F.  Streeter, 
"  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop 
"  of  Boston,  Hon.  Henry  Barnard  of  Hartford, 
"  and  William  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  of  Newark, 
"  N.  J.,  in  relation  to  the  subject.  Letters  had 
"  also  been  received  from  H.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  of 
"  Philadelphia,  J.  D.  B.  DeBow,  Esq.,  of  New 
"  Orleans,  Dr.  J  W.  Francis  and  Benson  J.  Loss 
"  ing,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  and  others.  All  these 
"  gentlemen  highly  approved  of  the  plan,  and 
•'  promised  to  further   its   objects.     The  proposed 


"  work  has  also  received  the  approbation  of  Jared 
"  Sparks,  LL.  D.,  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Hon. 
"  James  Savage,  Rev.  Dr.  Felt,  Lucius  M.  Sar- 
"  gent,  Esq.,  and  others  in  this  vicinity.  The 
"  work  will  be  a  monthly  magazine,  partaking  of 
"  the  character  of  the  English  "Notes  and  Que- 
'k  rieB,"  and  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine,"  with 
"  some  features  peculiar  to  itself." 

The   first   number   of  the    Historical   Magazine 
was  issued  Friday  noon,  January   sixteenth,  1857. 

J.  W.  D. 


THE  SITE  OF  LA  SALLE'S  SETTLEMENT  IN 
TEXAS. 

By  John  G.  Shea,  LL.  D. 

It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  a  Magazine  like 
this  that  a  body  may  here  set  forth  his  doubts, 
hesitations  and  uncertainties,  or  even  if  you  like 
his  positive  statements  and  dogmatic  assertions,  on 
points  where  the  writer  really  is  in  doubt;  for  a 
magazine  gives  room  for  repentance,  and  the  writer 
can,  six  months  after,  maintain  the  opposite  theory 
just  as  stubbornly  as  he  did  the  brat ;  and  students 
will  certainly  be  helped  on  towards  truth  by  it  all. 
In  case  of  a  book,  unless  the  work  is  stereotyped, 
the  error  remains  uncorrected  ;  or  if  it  runs  through 
several  editions,  and  the  author,  without  any  no 
tice,  corrects  his  shortcomings,  it  only  perplexes 
and  astounds  students  who,  quoting  a  writer  from 
one  copy,  refer  to  another  to  find  it  dead  against 
them. 

When  I  projected  this  article,  I  wished  to  be 
dogmatic  and  positive,  but  I  cannot.  There  is  a 
fog  historical  enveloping  the  site  of  the  settlement 
of  La  Salle  in  Texas  ;  and  having  failed  to  dispel 
it,  I  will  now  try,  by  means  of  the  Historical  Mag- 
azine, to  perplex  others  with  it,  and  befog  the 
matter  as  much  as  1  can. 

The  common  theory,  which  I  believe  we  may 
ascribe  to  Dr.  Sparks,  and  which  has  been  gener- 
ally followed,  assumes  that  the  Riviere  dee  Boeufs  of 
Joutel  is  the  liver  afterwards  called  La  Vaca  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  still  so  named  on  our  maps. 

WThy  this  was  assumed,  I  do  not  find.  The  sim- 
ilarity of  the  names  seems  to  have  been  the  chief 
reason,  but  it  is  utterly  at  variance  with  the  Span- 
ish accounts,  and  though  some  of  them  are  not 
very  lucid,  others  are  pretty  clear  and  distinct ; 
but  then  again  the  present  topography  raises  a 
difficulty.     Where  lies  the  truth? 

After  passing  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
either  intentionally  or  accidentally.  La  Salle  kept 
on  west  for  a  time;  then  parting  with  Beaujeu,  the 
naval  comjoander,  he  6ailed  down  the  coaft,  pass- 
ing, as  it  is  clear  from  Joutel's  narrative  (p.  51), 
the  opening  now  known  as  Passo  Caballo,  and 
kept  on,  as  Joutel  and  Cavelier  tell  us,  till  he 
had  made  some  forty-five  or  fifty  leagues  from   the 
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river  seen  Jany  5 — 6.  They  evidently  anchored  at 
Espiritu  Santo  Pass  or  Cedar  Bayou,  and  here 
Beaujeu  on  the  July  rejoined  them  (Joutel  p.  58). 
Joutel  was  put  ashore  with  a  party  and  marched 
northward  along  the  shore  till  he  came  to  a  river 
which  he  could  not  cross.  This  was  evidently  Passo 
Cavallo,  (Joutel  p.  67).  The  Joly  and  Belle  came 
in  sight  on  the  fourteenth  of  February  1685,  and  here 
La  Salle  resolved  to  land,  (Joutel  p.  70).  The  first 
fort  was  thrown  up  here,  it  would  seem  at  or  near 
Saluria  (p.  95).  La  Salle  then  entered  the  bay 
and  went  ur>  to  a  little  river  eighteen  leagues  from 
the  mouth  (Proces  Verbal),  although  the  Belle 
<could  not  come  within  six  leagues  of  it  (Proces 
Verbal,  Douay).  This  river  was  the  smallest  of 
those  in  sight,  and  was  called  by  them  La  Riviere 
aux  Boeufs  (Joutel  p.  113). 

Of  the  fort  erected  Joutel  says,  (p.  126)  :  "  We 
*'  were  posted  about  27°  N.  two  leagues  inland, 
"  near  Bay  St.  Louis,  and  the  bank  of  the  Riviere 
*'  aux  Boeufs,  on  a  little  hill,  from  which  could  be 
"  seen  to  a  distance  fine  large  plains,  stretching 
"  westwaid,  quite  level  and  filled  with  grass  which 
"  afforded  pasture  to  an  immense  number  of  cattle 
"  (bisons)  and  other  animals.  Turning  from  the 
"  west  towards  the  south  you  saw  still  other  plains, 
"  shedded  with  tufts  of  woods  of  various  kinds. 
"  South  and  east  were  seen  the  bay  and  the  fields 
"bordering  it,  from  east  to  north;  the  river  ran 
"  along  a  little  hill,  beyond  which  were  other 
"  great  fields,  with  some  tuffs  of  woods  at  inter- 
"  vals,  and  terminated  by  a  border  of  woods  that 
41  seemed  to  us  very  tall.  Between  this  little  hill 
"  and  the  settlement  there  was  a  kind  of  marsh 
"  abounding  in  game,  such  as  curlews,  water  hen 
"and  other  kinds;  in  these  marshes  there  were 
u  little  ponds  full  of  fish."' 

In  the  rude  fort  here  put  up,  La  Salle  left  a  part 
of  his  emigrants,  who  nearly  all  perished  at  the 
hands  of  the  Indians.  A  few  survivors  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a  Spanish  force  sent  to  the  Bpot  soon 
after. 

Buckingham  Smith,  in  his  interesting  Coleccion 
de  Documentos,  publishes  a  report  of  this  Spanish 
expedition,  which  says.  (p.  25): 

"  On  St.  Mark's  day  we  discovered  Espiritu 
"  Santo  Bay,  and  the  settlement  which  the  French 
"  had  there,  which  consisted  of  a  strong  wooden, 
"  house,  with  iron  spikeg,  and  a  board  roof  nailed. 
"  and  a  chapel  attached  to  it  of  saw  wood,  and 
"  other  fine  wooden  houses  plastered  with  mud, 
"  with  many  loop  holes,  on  the  bank  of  a  very 
"  deep  little  river  (riachuelo),  which  enter*  Es- 
"  piritu  Santo  Bay.  The  6ite  is  very  level;  the 
"  soil  very  pleasing  and  fertile  ;  bison  and  fish  in 
"abundance.  *  *  The  first  Frenchman  says  that 
"  from  where  the  settlement  is  that  we  saw,  to  the 
"other  that  they  had,  by  land,  pausing  some  great 
"  rivers,  swimming  or  going  lightly  (meaning 
"  probably  in  an  unburthened  canoe),  it   took  an 


"Indian,  whom  he  sent  when  he  came  exploring 
"  in  these  p-irts,  ten  days,  and  that  by  sea  to  the 
"  bay,  as  he  went  on  two  or  three  occasions,  it 
"  took  him  four  days  in  a  bark.  1  send  a  map 
•'  and  ciary  to  his  Excellency  Count  Glaive,  show- 
"  ing  where  is  Espiritu  Santo  Bay,  with  the  Island 
"  in  the  middle  of  the  entrance,  which  is  about 
"  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  circuit.  The  bay,  they 
"  say,  ii  twenty  leagues  long  and  ten  or  twelve 
"wide.  It  is  at  29°  3',  although  the  astrolabe 
"  was  somewhat  out  of  order.  The  settlement  lies 
"from  the  entrance  S.  W. — N.  E.  about  twelve 
"  leagues  from  the  mouth,  two  leagues  up  a  little 
"  river  wrhich  empties  into  said  bay,"  (p.  28). 

Now  in  this  we  have  quite  a  description  of  the 
unfortunate  La  Salle's  post,  a  better  one  than  Jou- 
tel gives,  but  no  description  of  the  surrounding 
country.  The  Spaniard  makes  the  fort  twelve  and 
the  French  Proces  Verbal  eighteen  leagues  from 
the  mouth,  meaning  evidently  Passo  Caballo,  the 
point  taken  by  both  ;  but  the  Spanish  direction 
given  is  embarrassing.  S.  W. — N.  E.  is  a  form 
that  I  have  found  in  French  and  Spanish  ;  but 
I  am  assured  that  the  second  is  merely  redun- 
dant, and  it  simply  means  in  this  case  south-west. 
Now  is  La  Vaca  river  the  smallest  entering  the 
bay,  as  Joutel  says  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs  was? 
Would  it  be  called  riachueio,  a  little  river,  or 
rivulet?  The  settlement  was  two  leagues  up  this 
little  river,  which  could  not  be  reached  by  ships, 
as  the  Belle  could  not  get  within  six  leagues  of  it. 

It  may  be  that  changes  have  taken  place  on  the 
coast,  and  that  after  all  Passo  Cavallo  is  not  the 
place  where  La  Salle  entered,  for  the  Spaniards 
sent  two  expeditions  by  sea  in  1687,  both  of  which 
saw  the  wrecks  of  La  Salle's  Belle  and  Amiable 
(Barcia,  Ensayo  Cronologico,  pp.  268,  284)  ;  but 
when  Don  Dionisio  Perez  Ballones  was  sent  there, 
in  1718,  to  occupy  the  place,  they  found  the  chan- 
nel closed  with  a  sand  bank,  so  that  his  hrigantine 
St.  Joseph  and  balandra  "  Our  Ladvof  Guadalupe"' 
could  not  get  in.  (Barcia  p.  342),  Yet  with  its 
island  it  corresponds  now  with  the  earlier  account. 
Barcia,  witii  access  to  maps  and  documents  might 
have  solved  all  our  difficulties,  but  he  translates 
Joutel  without  explaining  it  or  locating  the  settle- 
ment.    Shame  to  thee,  Barcia. 

But  there  is  some  light.  There  is  a  manuscript 
History  of  Texas,  and  a  fine  work  it  is,  by  a  Padre 
Morfi,  who  died  in  Mexico  in  1783.  Of  this  I 
have  seen  two  copies  ;  one  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cronica,  a  Spanish  newspaper  in  New  York.  I 
tried  to  purchase  it,  but  could  not.  It  was,  how- 
ever, promised  to  a  Franciscan  convent  in  Western 
New  York,  and  would,  I  supposed,  thus  be  access- 
ible ;  but  it  vanished.  The  other  copy  was  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  H.  Stevens,  and  is  probably  now  in  the 
hands  of  some  American  gentleman  ;  Ojala  !  que 
de  mas  !  A  gentleman  in  New  York  has  a  manu- 
script volume  of  what  may   be  considered   Pieces 
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Justificativcs,  a  Documentary  Supplement  to 
Morfi 's  work.  Morfi's  History  of  Texas  is  certain- 
ly one  of  the  best  colonial  histories  I  have  met, 
well  arranged,  thorough  and  accurate.  Ilealludee 
to  LaSalle's  attempt,  and  at  a  later  period,  April 
6,  1722,  mentions  the  laying  out  of  a  new  fort  on 
Espiritu  Santo  Bay,  on  the  site  of  LaSalle's.  He 
remarks  :  "  On  digging  they  found  relics  of  that 
"  unfortunate  expedition,  such  as  nails,  gunlocks, 
"  &c,  the  place  where  cannon  was  taken  out  and 
"  powder  fired.  This  Presidio  was  called  Santa 
"  Maria  de  Loreto  dela  Balua  del  Espiritu  Santo." 
Now  the  original  position  of  this  Bahia  presidio, 
with  its  adjacent  mission,  is  well  known.  It  was 
on  what  is  now  called  Mission  lake,  on  Espiritu 
Santo  Bay,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Guadalupe  riv- 
er. Ramon,  the  commander  of  the  New  Spanish 
fort,  was  indolent  and  severe.  The  Indians  soon 
rose  on  him  and  killed  him,  as  Morfi  relates.  The 
mission  was  then  moved  up  the  San  Antonio,  to 
the  present  Bahia.  The  original  position  of  this 
Bahia  mission  and  its  removal  are  mentioned  by 
Yoakum,  History  of  Texas,  and  others.  Now  Morfi 
identifies  its  original  position  with  La  Salle's  fort. 
And  this  point  tallies  better  with  the  account  in 
Smith's  Coleccion,  than  the  La  Vaca  river  does. 

In  the  perplexity  thus  created  in  my  mind,  I 
learned  accidentally  that  Mr.  Hugh  W,  Hawes 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the 
Texan  coast.  With  great  kindness,  that  gentle- 
man gave  me  information  as  to  localities,  and  I  ad- 
mit that  it  does  not  satisfy  me.  He  writes  :  "Tra- 
"  dition  is  unanimous  in  placing  La  Salle's  camp 
"  or  fortification  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lavacca 
"  river,  five  miles  from  its  present  mouth,  where 
"  there  are  four  or  five  live  oaks,  affording  ample 
"  shade  for  a  large  military  company.  In  decp- 
"  ening  the  Lavacca  bay  to  Indianola,  a  part  of 
"  the  frame  of  what  is  supposed  to  bo  one  of  La 
"  Salle's  old  ships  was  brought  up  by  the  excavator 
"  of  the  dredge  boat,  found  at  the  depth  of  four  or 
•'five  feet  from  the  earth  surface  of  the  lake,  show- 
"  ing  the  rapid  accretion  of  these  bays." 

The  Spanish  description  is  to  him  utterly  unin- 
telligible. Espiritu  Santo  Bay  is  about  twelve 
miles  long  from  east  to  west  and  six  to  ten  from 
north  to  south.  1  also  laid  before  him  Joutel's 
description  of  the  site  of  the  fort  and  the  view 
from  it.  He  was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  site 
of  the  old  La  Bahia  Mission,  but  could  not  believe 
that  Joutel  could  hare  described  that  site.  He 
says  : 

"At  the  entrance  of  the  San  Antonio  and 
"  Guadalupe  rivers  into  San  Antonio  Bay,  there  is 
"  an  island  of  upwards  of  five  hundred  acres,  as 
"  surveyed  for  me,  nearly  oval  in  form.  About 
"  two  miles  from  the  head  of  this  island,  the  dis- 
*'  tance  from  the  Guadalupe  river  to  Mission  Bay 
>*  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  At  this 
"  place  on  Miesion  Bay  are  found  the  relics  of  an 


"  old  Spanieh  Mission,  and  universally  known  as 
"  such  by  tradition.  At  this  point  I  had  a  house 
"  and  tenant  and  run  a  fence  from  the  river  to  the 
"  bay  at  the  old  Mission.  From  thence  to  the- 
"juncture  of  the  San  Antonio  and  Guadalupe 
"  rivers  is  about  eight  miles.  Mission  Bay  does 
"  not  exceed  two  miles  in  diameter  and  is  con- 
"  nected  with  Green  Lake,  lying  north  of  it,  about 
"  throe  miles  in  diameter,  by  a  bayou." 

He  adds  in  a  subsequent  note  :  "  Parson  Blainer 
"  an  old  Texan  of  intelligence,  informs  me  that 
"  he  lived  many  years  at  and  near  Green  Lake. 
"  That  the  Spanish  mission,  which  1  have  described 
"  as  near  the  mouth  of  the  Guadalupe  river,  was 
"  called  La  Bahia  or  Bay  Mission;  that  it  was- 
"  moved  to  Goliad  and  was  still  called  by  its  orig- 
"  inal  name  (La  Bahia),  but  corrupted  by  the  vul- 
"  gar  to  Labadie." 

This  locates  pretty  clearly  the  mission  LaBahiar 
founded  in  1722,  the  presidio  or  fort  connected 
with  which  Morfi  declares  to  have  been  on  the  site 
of  La  Salle's  fort.  In  default  of  any  other  evi- 
dence against  it,  this  would  seem  to  be  sufficiently 
clear  as  a  chain  of  title.  But  then  the  question 
rises;  How  far  does  Joutel's  description  accord 
with  this  ?  Joutel's  map  does  not  aid  us.  If  Bay 
de  St.  Louis  is  Matagorda  bay,  and  he  landed  at 
Cedar  Bayou,  his  description  of  it  will  not  apply 
to  it  now.  On  his  map  it  is  marked  A,  and  he 
says  :  "  Mouth  of  a  little  river,  situate  28°,  T  N. 
"  Long.  277Q  W.  where  the  author  first  landed." 
If  we  assume  the  first  fort  to  have  been  made  on 
Matagorda  island,  near  Saluria,  the  channel  be- 
tween the  island  and  the  mainland  corresponds  to 
his  B.  on  Baye  de  St.  Louis  ;  but  of  this  he  says  : 
"  Mouth  of  an  arm  of  said  river  which  enters  St. 
"  Louis  Bay  and  forms  an  islet,  at  the  point  of 
"  which,  towards  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  the  first 
"  settlement  was  made."  But  his  island  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  mainland  merely  by  a  bayou,  San 
Antonio  and  Espiritu  Santo  Bays  being  ignored. 
He  speaks  of  four  rivers  enteving  the  bay,  Riviere- 
aux  Bceufs  being  the  smallest.  C,  would  then 
be,  I  suppose,  the  Garcitas,  his  "  Riviere  incon- 
"  nue  ;"  D  the  Riviere  aux  Boeuf,  now  the  Lava- 
ca,  with  its  branch,  the  Mustang  ;  E.  Riviere  aux 
Cannes,  the  Carancahuas,  and  F.  his  Riveire  de 
laSablonniere,  will  be  Selkirk's,  unless  this  is  the 
Riviere  aux  Cannes,  and  F.  the  Caney.  This 
would  bo  at  the  very  end  o>f  the  bay,  and  on  his 
map  the  river  marked  F  is  just  opposite  the  en- 
trance. But  whatever  difficulty  there  may  bo  in 
identifying  these  rivers,  supposing  the  bay  to  be 
Matagorda,  it  is  uttlerly  out  of  the  question  to 
reconcile  the  map  of  St.  Louis  Bay  in  Joutel,  with 
Espiritu  Santo  Bay. 

Appealing  again  to  Mr.  Hawes,  with  Joutel's 
description,  to  see  whether  it  can  apply  to  the  site 
of  La  Bahia,  he  replies:  "  The  Mission  La  Bahia 
"  as  known  to  Parson  Blair  and   the  native  Mexi- 
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44  cans  around,  is  not  on  a  hill  or  any  rise  of  two 
44  feet  above  the  surrounding  land,  and  ia  not  bo 
"elevated  that  you  can  see  any  plain.  It  is  on 
"  Mission  Bay,  about  two  miles  in  direct  line  from 
41  the  head  of  Hyne'sBay,  a  branch  of  San  Antonio 
44  Bay,  which  lies  South  of  it,  where  there  is  no 
"  grove  of  any  kind,  but  the  margin  of  the  bay  is 
"  clothed  with  tall  sea  grass,  interspersed  with 
"  small  ash  and  willows  of  not  exceeding  ten 
"  years  growth,  and  is  invisible  from  the  fort,  the 
"  view  being  intercepted  by  a  fringe  of  timber  on 
"  each  side  of  Guadalupe  river,  of  fifty  or  a  hun 
"  dred  yards  on  either  eide,  so  thick  that  you  can 
44  scarcely  set  a  horse  at  the  distance  of  twenty 
44  yards  ;  and  no  vessel  drawing  five  feet  water 
44  can  approach  within  ten  miles  of  it.  It  lies 
44  directly  on  Mission  Bay,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
44  mile  from  the  Guadalupe  river  on  the  west.  The 
44  land  between  it  and  the  river  is  a  low  bottom, 
44  Iringed,  as  above  stated,  with  large  live  oaks 
44  and  other  trees,  some  of  which  are  probably 
44  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  years  old,  which  with 
44  a  matted  undergrowth  would  have  shut  out  any 
44  prairie  view  from  the  south  or  west.  On  the 
41  east.  Mission  Bay  is  about  two  miles  wide,  the 
44  easterly  extremity  being  bounded  by  a  prairie 
44  hill  of  about  fifty  feet  high,  extending  about  ten 
44  miles  from  south  to  north.  From  the  low  stand 
44  p.iiut  of  the  fort  or  mission,  nothing  can  be  seen 
44  of  prairies,  west,  south  or  east,  and  only  a  prai 
44  rio  bottom  on  the  north. 

Mr.  Ilawes  is  a  gentleman  of  advanced  age, 
long  familiar  with  Texas,  and  better  acquainted 
with  the  coast  than  perhaps  any  other  man  living 
His  kindness  in  giving  me  the  full  benefit  of  his 
knowledge,  deserves  my  hearty  thanks,  and  1  re- 
turn them  in  public,  as  I  have  in  private.  From 
his  intelligent  de»cription,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Bahia  mission  or  fort  does  not  answer  Joutel's 
description,  although  it  is  evidently  the  mission 
alluded  to  by  Morn'  and  identified  by  him  with  La 
Salle's.  If  La  Salle's  party  had  a  post  here,  it 
must  have  been  after  Joutel  left  them.  If  the 
original  Bahia  mission  was  on  the  hill  east  of  Mis- 
sion Bay,  no  tradition  tells  the  fact. 

Mr.  Hawes  remarks  that  the  site  on  the  Lavacca 
would  far  better  correspond  with  Joutel  s  descrip- 
tion :  44  This  location  is  immediately  on  the  east- 
44  em  bank  of  the  Lavacca  river,  which  runs  near- 
44  ly  due  north  to  a  bill  from  which  you  can  see  on 
44  all  sides  beautiful  prairies."  But  still  the  sit* 
commonly  assumed  is  not  this  hill,  and  the  Lavac 
ca  seems  accessible  for  vessels  of  the  size  of  the 
Belle,  and  no  Spanish  mission  was  ever  founded 
here,  as  Morfi  says  one  was  founded  on  the  site  of 
La  Salle's  fort. 

The  extracts  given  and  and  a  valuahle  pamphlet 
by  Mr.  Ilawes  on  the  Texan  Coast,  will  enable  the 
student  to  pursue  this  study.  It  certainly  seems  a 
point  on  which  same  effort  sould  be  made  to  attain 


certain  knowledge.  Possibly  some  document  or 
Spanish  map  may  be  in  the  hands  of  contributors  to 
the  Magazine,  which  will  help  to  reduce  thischaoB 
into  order. 


Societies  m&  tlxtiv  gvocccdiugsi 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia  Historical  and  PniLosoraiCAL  Soci- 
ety.— A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was 
held  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Saturday  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  June  1868. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  following   prcam 
hie  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

44  William  C.  Rives,  one  of  the  brightest  orDa- 
44  ment8  of  this,  his  native  State,  closed  his  illus- 
"  trious  career  on  the  25th  day  of  April  1868,  dy- 
44  ing  as  he  had  lived,  the  type  of  an  accomplished 
44  Statesman,  a  patriot  and  a  gentleman.  Hid 
44  private  life  belongs  to  the  biographer  and  histo- 
44rian,  and  his  country  may  justly  bemoan  his 
44  loss:  but  it  is  as  the  President  of  this  Society,  and 
44  when  in  the  active  exercise  of  its  functions,  al- 
44  ways  taking  a  warm  interest  in  its  prosperity, 
44  that  we  are  peculiarly  called  upon  at  this,  the  first 
;<  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  occurring 
;4  since  his  death,  to  express  our  grief  for  the  lose 
14  we  have  sustained,  and  to  offer  our  sympathy 
14  with  bis  bereaved  family  in  their  deep  affliction. 
44  Resolved,  therefore,  That  in  the  death  of  the 
'4  Hon.  William  C  Rives,  late  President  of  the 
"Virginia  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society, 
44  we  have  lost  a  distinguished  member,  whose 
"  character  and  literary  labors  have  shed  a  lustre 
"  upon  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  entitled 
"  him  to  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
''•  fellow  members. 

"Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sincere  sympa- 

"  thy  to  his  family,  in  their  mournful  bereaveme:  t, 

44  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  he  requested  t>> 

"  transmit    to  the   family  of  Mr.  Hives,  a  copy  of 

"  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions." 

The  chairman  produced  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee letters  of  November  1867  and  February 
1868,  from  Dr.  Chandler  Robbins,  corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
arid  the"  Chairman's  replies  of  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  of  February,  and  also  the  books  and 
manuscript  mentioned  in  these  letters  :  to  wit,  a 
pamphlet  containing  -4  the  History  of  Bacon's  and 
"Ingram's  Rebellion  in  Virginia  in  lG75-76;:' 
the  manuscript  thereof,  and  a  Volume  of  the 
"  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  S> 
44  ciety  for  1866-1867." 

Whereupon  Mr.  Myers  proposed  and  the  com- 
mittee unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

44  Resolved,  That   the    Virginia    Historical  and 
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Philosophical  Society  highly  appreciate  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  through  its  corresponding 
Secretary,  has  placed  in  the  collections  of  this 
Society  the  interesting  and  valuable  manuscript 
history  of  Bacon's  and  Ingram 's  Rebellion  in 
Virginia  in  1675-76  ;  and  the  cordial  acknowl- 
edgments of  this  Society  are  hereby  tendered  for 
that  and  for  the  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  for  1866, 
1867,  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  this  resolu- 
:  tion. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Executive 

■  Committee  be  requested  to  communicate   a  copy 

■  of  the  foregoing  "to  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
'  Society."  G.  A.  M. 

Richmond,  Va. 


goto  and  (Quni^. 

NOTES. 

Franklin's  Letter  to  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche. — 
The  following  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin 
to  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche,  Auteuil,  and  is  preserv- 
ed in  the  Biblioteque  Impe'riale,  at  Paris : 

"  M.  Franklin  n'oublie  jamais  aucune  Partie  oh 
"  MTIelvetins  doit  Gtre.  11  croit  meme,  que  s'il 
"  etoit  engage  d'aller  a  Paradis  ce  matin,  il  ferai[tj 
"Supplication  d'etre  per^iis  de  rester  sur  terre 
"junqu'a  une  heure  &  demi  [e],  pour  re7evoir 
*' l'Embiassade  qu'elle  a  bienvoulu  lui  promettre 
"  en  le  rencoutrant  chez  M.  Turgot." 

[Superscribed]         "  M. 

"  M.  l'abbe'  de  la  Roche 
"  Auteuil." 

Mr.  Sumner  alludes  to  it  in  an  article  in  the 
Atlantic  Monthly,  xii,  656,  note,  and  says  that  it 
was  addressed  to  Madame  Helvetius;  but  this  is  a 
mistake.  One  would  naturally  infer  this  to  be 
the  addrees,  from  reading  the  note,  lying  as  itdoeB 
in  a  glass  case,  and  without  seeing  the  superscrip- 
tion. S.  A.  G. 

Tue  Rev.  Henry  Jackson,  D.  D.,  of  New- 
fort,  R.  I. — This  gentleman,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  corresponden  s  of  the  Historical  Magazine, 
was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Jackson,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  in  which  town  he  was  befn, 
June  sixteenth  1798.  After  a  successful  course  of 
study  at  Brown  University,  he  was  graduated  in 
1817.  While  at  college' in  1815,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Providence, 
then  under  the  faithful  ministry  of  Rev.  Stephen 
Gano,  D.  D.,  whose  daughter,  Miss  Maria  F.  Gano, 
lie  subsequently  married.  After  completing  his 
the  Jogical  studies,  he  commenced  preaching,  Oc- 
tob?r  sixth  1822,  at  Cbarlestown,  Mass.,  and  was 
ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  there,  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  November   following.     His 


labors  there,  which  closed  October  nineteenth  1836, 
were  crowned  with  success.  During  his  pastorate, 
he  was  instrumental  in  founding  the  Cbarlestown 
Female  Seminary  there.  In  1836,  he  was  settled 
as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hartford, 
Ct.,  succeeding  in  that  office  his  intimate  friend, 
Rev,  Dr.  Davis.  From  Hartford,  he  removed  to 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  where  he  was  installed  Jan- 
uary first  1839.  His  ministry  at  the  latter  place 
lasted  till  October  nineteenth  1845.  On  the  sev- 
enth of  January  1847,  the  Central  Baptist  Church 
of  Newport,  R  1.,  was  organized,  and  on  the  sev- 
enteenth of  that  month,  11  ev  Mr.  Jackson,  having 
measurably  recovered  from  a  sickness  of  more  than 
a  year's  duration,  preached  to  the  society.  On 
the  twenty- fourth,  he  was  unanimously  invited  to 
become  its  first  pastor,  which  invitation  he  accept- 
ed. This  offiee  he  held  till  his  death,  March  sec- 
ond 1863.  He  died  suddenly,  in  one  of  the  cars 
of"  the  Shore  Line  Bailroad,  while  passing  from 
Providence  to  Greenwich.  He  left  his  home  in 
Newport  early  that  morning  in  his  accustomed 
health,  and  it  was  noticed  in  Providence  by  his 
friends,  during  his  brief  stay  of  two  and  a  half 
hours,  that  he  exhibited  his  usual  cheerfulness  and 
exuberance  of  spirit.  "  He  died  while  on  a  jour- 
"  ney  of  love — died  with  his  harness  on— laboring 
"  for  the  good  of  others,  without  a  hope  of  world- 
"  ly  recompense."  The  evening  before  his  death, 
which  was  the  Sabbath,  he  handed  his  wife  some 
verses  which  were  prophetic  of  the  close  ot  hit 
earthly  pilgrimage.  These  verses  were  sung  at 
his  funeral. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a  trustee  of 
Brown  University,  having  held  the  office  since 
1828.  From  this  institution,  in  1854,  he  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

In  1854,  he  published  An  Accovnt  oj  the 
Churches  of  Rhode  Island,  8vo.  pp,  134  ;  and  an 
annivetsary  discource  before  the  Central  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport,  8vo.  pp,  72. 

His  widow  is  now  living  at  Providence,  R.  I. 

D. 

Ariaentje  Cuvilje. —  In  Hoffman's  Treat  se  on 
the  Corporation  of  New  York,  app.  p.  ex,  it  is 
stated  that  Jan  Jansen  Damen  "  left  Ariantja 
"  Cuilyie  (Cuvilje)  his  sole  heiress.  She  married 
"  Gulvn  Vinge.  Their  children  were  Jan  Vinge," 
&c. 

A  cursory  reader  would  infer  from  this  either 
that  Ariaentje  Cuvilje  was  the  daughter  of  Da- 
men,  or  had  Gulyn  Vinge  for  her  second  husband. 

In  order  to  make  the  mattet  perfectly  clear,  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  that  Ariaentje 
Cuvilje  married,  first  Gulyn  Vinge,  and  had  Maria, 
who  m.  Abraham  Verplanck  :  Christina,  the  wife 
of  Dirck  Volckertsen ;  (Both  these  were  married 
persons  in  1632.)  Rachel  and  Jan  Vinge,  minor 
in  1632.      Ariaentje   Cuvilje   becoming  a  widow 


1868.f 


HISTORICAL    MAGAZINE 


313 


married,  secondly,  Jnn  Jansen  Damen  in  1G32,  as 
appears  by  the  prenuptial  Deed  of  Settlement  in 
N.  Y.  Col.  Mss.  I.  6,  O'C. 

Hemrevv  Literature  and  Bibliography. — Amer- 
icans tire  familiar  with  the  modern  labors  of  Gese- 
nius,  Ewald,  Jahn,  etc.,  in  Hebrew  letters.  Less 
known  perhaps,  are  the  more  recent  and  valuable 
contributions  of  Dr.  Julius  Fiirst,  the  learned  He- 
brew Pn 'lessor  at  Leipzig ;  who,  for  thirty  years, 
has  devoted  himself,  with  unwearied  industry 
(beyond  mere  official  labor),  t  ■  linguistic  and  his 
torical  research.  As  early  as  LS35  he  published  a 
work  on  Aramaic  Idioms —  (Lehrgehiiude  der  Ara- 
maischen  Idiome)  ;  which  was  followed — 1837- 
1840—  by  a  Hebraic  and  Chaldaic  Concordance  of 
the  O'd  Testment,  comparing  the  Hebraic  with 
the  lido-geimanic  idioms.  The  latter  work  has 
been  later  revised  and  reprinted,  in  the  form  of  a 
Hebrew  and  CI  aldee  Dictionary  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, an  English  translation  of  which  was  pub- 
lished in  I860. 

Dr.  Fiivst  has  added  a  signal  service  to  Hebrew 
learning,  also,  as  Editor  of  a  periodical — "  Der 
Orient— 1840-1851— for  the  diffusion  of  Biblical 
and  Oriental  learning. 

To  all  interested  in  Bibliography,  Dr,  Fiirst'srare 
and  most  indefatigable  labor  will  be  in  high  esteem 
—  his  "  Bibliotheca  Jvdaica,"  published  by  Engel- 
mann,  in  Leijzig,  1849-1851  in  three  volumes. 
This  work  catalogues  not  less  than  18,000  books 
and  monographs  ;  not  merely  copied  from  other 
collectors,  but  often  results  of  original  and  person- 
al reseaich — a  labor  not  small,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered how  impoverished  are  the  great  Libraries, 
even  of  Paris,  Oxford,  Vienna  and  Berlin,  in  this 
department  of  learning.  His  work  fills  many 
gaps  in  the  "  Bibliotheca  Hebraica,"  of  Wolff. 

Dr.  Fiirst  is  the  author,  also,  of  a  history  of 
Jewish  Culture  and  Literature  in  Asia  (1849) 
(Cultur  und  Liter  atvrgeschu  hie  der  Juden  in 
Asicn),  as  of  other  works:  and  has  published 
in  1807,  a  "  history  of  Biblical  Literature  and 
"  Judaic-hellenic  works." 

A  great  merit  in  Dr.  Fiirst's  labors  is,  that  he 
has  withdrawn  the  Hebrew  and  Biblical  literature 
from  the  domain  of  Dogmatic  Theology,  into  that 
of  pine  History,  applying  to  it  the  tame  critical 
principles,  as  are  recognized  in  the  literature  of 
all  other  nationalities. 

Dresden,  Saxony.  B. 

T.  Henri  Laugier  De  Tassy. — Papers  of  much 
value  relating  to  the  family  of  the  above  person 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  "  New  England  His- 
"  toric  Genealogical  Society.  He  resided  at  Bos- 
ton from  1786-90;  and  was  living  in  Philadelphia 
in  1794. 

Boston.  J.  C— n. 


Agreement  with  Peter  Dunbar  to  ride  post  on 
Lung  Island,  1772. 

11  Whereas  the  usefulness  an  Convenience  of  a 
"  post  Rider  to&  from  the  City  of  N  York  through 
"  the  Different  Towns  on  Long  Island  must  be  evi- 
"  dent  to  every  man  of  amusement  and  Lieusure 
"  and  much  more  so  to  every  rjerson  of  Business 
"  or  much  engaged  in  active  Life  as  bv  that  means 
il  Gentlemen  of  the  former  Class  may  he  supplied 
"  with  the  newspapers  the  Letters  of  their  Friends 
"and  the  new  publications  &c,  and  the  man  of 
"  Business  weekly  has  the  opportunity  of  Trans- 
"  mitting  his  Orders  with  punctuality  or  having 
"  his  Business  transacted  by  his  Friends  or  his 
"  Agents  without  being  liable  to  misfortunes  bv 
"miscarriages  &  Delays.  And  Whereas  Peter 
"  Dunbar  has  now  Continued  to  ride  as  post  to  & 
"  from  the  City  of  New  York  thro  the  Different 
"Towns  on  the  said  Island  near  three  years  but 
"  has  hitherto  been  so  neglected  and  met  with  so 
"  inadequate  a  Reward  for  his  Time  &  Services 
"That  (even  with  the  Generosity  of  some  worthy 
"  Gentlemen  who  supply  him  with  free  Entertain- 
"  ment  both  himself  &  his  horses  as  he  Travels), 
"  he  has  with  Difficulty  obtained  very  Scanty 
"  Maintenance  And  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
"  the  sd.  Peter  Dunbar  will  continue  in  the  s*.  Ser- 
"  vice  unless  some  better  Compensation  fir  the 
"same  be  furnished  and  allowed  to  him  for  the 
"  Future,  We  the  Subscribers  to  testify  our  ap- 
"  probation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Said  Peter 
"  Dunbar  as  a  post  Rider  and  to  support  a  matter 
"so  useful  to  the  public  and  to  encourage  him  to 
"  continue  in  that  Service  Do  hereby  severally  & 
'•  respectively  that  is  each  one  for  himself  promise 
"  and  agree  to  &  with  the  Said  Peter  Dunbar  to 
"  pay  to  him  the  S1  Peter  Dunbar  yearly  and  every 
"  year  for  and  during  so  long  as  he  shall  continue 
"  ride  as  a  post  Rider  to  &  from  the  City  of  New 
"  York  in  Manner  aforesaid  the  Sum  Subscribed  to 
"  each  of  our  names  respectively  and  in  the  like 
"  proportion  for  any  part  of  a  year  or  any  longer 
••or  Shorter  Time,  In  Witness  whereof  we  have 
"  hereunto  respectively  Subscribed  our  names  & 
"  Sums  in  the  month  of  September  One  Thousand 
"  Seven  hundred  &  Seventy  Two." 

The  preceding  document  is  in  the  New  York 
Secretary  of  State's  office  at  Albany,  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  39;  399.  "  E.  B    OG. 

A  Characteristic  of  the  American  People. — 
The  late  Rev.  Theodore  Parker  makes  the  follow- 
ing suggestive  reinaiks  :  "  In  America,  everything 
"  seems  to  be  done  democratically  —  by  the  com.- 
"  bined  force  of  many  men  of  moderate  abilities, 
"  and  not  by  one  man  of  Herculean  powers.  It 
"  was  so  in  the  early  periods  of  the  nation  ;  so  in 
"  the  Revolution,  and  so  now.  It  has  always 
"  been  so  with  the  Teutonic  tribes  of  men,  much 
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"  more  than  with  the  nations  from  the  Semitic 
"stock.  With  them  there  comes  a  Moses  or  a 
"  Mohammed,  who  overrides  a  nation  for  one  or 
"  two  thousand  years,  and  its  progress  seems  to 
"  be  by  a  series  of  leaps  :  while  the  western  na- 
"  tions,  with  less  nationalism,  and  more  individ- 
"  ualism,  accomplish  less  in  that  way,  but  slope 
"  upwards  by  a  more  gradual  ascent." 

This  was  written  in  1850.  Had  the  author  lived 
till  the  late  Civil  War,  he  would  have  found  in  it, 
fresh  confirmation  of  his  views.  The  people,  from 
beginning  to  end,  were  expecting  and  praying  for 
a  leader ;  but  they  never  found  one  whom  they 
were  willing  to  trust  entirely.  The  hero  of  that 
war  was  the  American  people.  X.  Y.  Z. 

PoLGnpiETV. — Rev.  Nathaniel  Ward,  in  his  Sim- 
ple Cobler,  says:  '•  Polypiety  is  the  greatest  im- 
"  piety  in  the  world."  His  printers  misread  his 
manuscript,  however,  ai-d  printed  the  first  word, 
pelchpiety  (See  1st.  ed,  p.  5),  thus  coining  a  new 
word.  To  a  person  familiar  with  modern  chirog- 
raphy  only,  this  mistake  seems  a  singular  one  ; 
but  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Ward's  time,  ch 
and  y  frecpiently  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  one 
another,  and  this  is  paiticularly  the  case  in  the 
chirography  of  Mr.  Ward  himself.         J.  W.  D. 

Patten. — Ts  defined  by  Webster  as  "a  wooden 
"  shoe  with  an  iron  ring,  worn  to  keep  the  shoes 
"  from  the  dirt  or  mud."  This  is  not  strictly  cor 
rpct.  A  wooden  shoe  is  the  French  Sabot,  still  met 
with  in  many  of  the  villages  in  Canada  East.  The 
Fatten  consisted  of  a  sole  of  wood  strapped  over 
the  instep,  and  elevated  above  the  ground  by  an 
iron  ring.  It  was  in  vogue  in  New  York,  as  early 
as  1638  among  the  Dutch,  by  whom  it  was  called 
a  "  Clicker,"  from  the  noise  it  made  when  the 
wearer  of  it  walked.  It  was  superseded  by  the 
clog,  still  worn  in  England,  and  finally  by  the 
Rubber  overshoe.  O'C. 

Unanimous  Nominations. — The  fact  that  a  new 
way  of  making  unanimous  nominations  has  been 
introduced  within  a  few  years  is  worth  making  a 
note  of.  A  person  obtains  a  majority  of  the  votes 
at  a  caucus  or  convention,  and  is  declared  nominat- 
ed. One  of  his  friends  then  moves  that  the  nomi- 
nation be  made  unanimous,  which  motion  is  put 
to  vote,  and  if  a  majority  is  in  favor  of  it,  the 
chairman  declares  the  motion  adopted.  I  have 
noticed  several  such  cases  this  fill.  A  single  vote 
in  the  negative  was  formerly  considered  sufficient 
to  defeat  such  a  motion,  and  should  be  now.      ? 

Svlvester  Gardiner. — In  the  "  Gentleman'' s 
"  Magazine  '  for  November,  1784,  is  the  follow- 
ing marriage  :     "  At  Pool,  [England,]  Dr.  Sylves 


"  ter  Gardner,  formerly  of  America,  aged  80,  to 
"  Miss  Catharine  Goldthwait,  daughter  of  Thomas 
"  G.  Esq.,  late  of  Penobscot,  in  New  England, 
"  aged  28." 

Dr.  Gardiner  left  America  with  the  British 
Army,  in  1776  ;  in  1785  he  returned  to  the  United 
States.  He  died  at  Newport,  R.  1.  August  eighth 
1786,  in  his  eightieth  year.  His  first  wife  was 
Anne.  Daughter  of  Dr.  John  Gibbons  of  Boston  ; 
his  second  Abigail  Eppes,  of  Virginia  ;  his  third, 
Miss  Goldthwait ;  when  married  to  her  he  was  in 
his  seventy  seventh  year. 

Boston,  J.  C n. 

Extinct  Popular  Games. — Among  the  favorite 
games  brought  to  this  country  from  Holland  by 
the  Dutch,  was  that  called  "  Golf."  It  was  play- 
ed with  a  small  ball  and  a  bat  or  club  crooked  at 
the  lower  end.  He  who  drove  the  ball  into  a  se- 
ries of  small  holes  in  the  ground,  with  the  fewest 
strokes,  was  the  winner.  In  1650,  a  law  was  en- 
acted against  playing  at  Golf  in  the  streets  of 
Fort  Orange  (Albany),  on  account  of  the  damage 
done  to  the  windows,  and  the  danger  of  being 
wounded  to  which  people  were  thereby  exposed. 
"  Hurling,"  in  England  and  Ireland,  is  a  game  or 
exercise  somewhat  similar  ;  but  in  the  latter  the 
ball  is  driven  so  as  to  run  between  two  posts,  set 
at  each  end  of  a  field  ;  each  party  contending  to 
drive  it  between  its  opponent's  posts. 

E.  B.  O'C. 


Books  Advertised  at  Philadelphia  in  1776. — 

The  following  advertisements  are  copied  from  the 

Pennsylvania  Evening  Post  for  July  16,  1776  : 

"  This  day  is  published,  price  nine  pence,  Four 

"  Letters  on  interesting  subjects,  Containing  among 

"  other    things,   Remarks    an    the     Charter    of 

"  Charles  the  Second  to  William  Penn— On  Wil- 

"  liam  Penn'8   will — On    Forms   of  Government, 

"  Constitution,  &c. 

"  Printed  and  sold  by  Styner   and  Cist,  in  sec- 

"  ond  street,  a  few  doors  above  Arch  street,  nearly 

"  onposite  to  Michael  Hillegas.  Esq/' 

"  Just  published,  and  may  be  had  in   Market 

"  street,  two  doors  above  Messrs.  Hall  and  Seller's 

'  printing  office,  Price  two  shillings. 

"  The  Fall  ot  BRITISH  TYRANNY,  or  Amer- 

1  ican  Liberty  triumphant.     The   first   campaign. 

"  A  TRAGI-COMEDY  of  five  acts,   containing 

'  twenty  six  scenes,  amongst  which  are  the   fol- 

'  lowing,  viz  : 

"  A  pleasing  scene   between  Roger  and   Dick, 

'  two  Shepherds,   near   Lexington.     Clarissa  &c. 

■'  A  very  moving   scene   on   the   death   of  Doctor 

'  Warren  &c. ,  in  a  chamber  near  Boston ,  the  morn- 

'  in"-  after  the  Battle  at  Bunker's  Hill." 

#  +  * 
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QUERIES. 

An  Early  Instance  of  a  Privately  Printed 
Book  in  America.  —  The  following  is  a  translation 
of  a  portion  of  the  publisher's  preface  to  the  Vo- 
yages de  M.  le  Marquis  de  Chastellux  dans  U1  Amc'r- 
ique  Scptentrionale,  Paris,  1786  :  "  The  public  has 
"  been  aware  for  a  long  time  that  the  Marquis  de 
"  Chastellux  has  written  Journals  of  his  different 
"  travels  in  North  America,  and  a  desire  has  been 
11  expressed  that  they  should  be  published.  '  The 
"  author,  who  has  prepared  them  solely  for  hi m- 
"  self  and  friends,  until  now  has  constantly  re- 
"  fuBed  to  do  so.  In  fact,  the  first  and  most  con- 
"  siderable  portion  of  thern  had  been  printed  in 
"  America,  of  which  only  twenty-lour  impressions 
"were  struck  off.  *  *  *  *  There  was  a 
"  small  printing  pi  ess  on  board  of  the  squadron  at 
"  Rhode  Island,  whicli  furnished  him  with  facili- 
"  ties,  of  which  he  saw  fit  to  avail  himself.  Of 
"  these  twenty-four  impressions,  scarcely  ten  or 
"  twelve  reached  Europe,  and  he  had  sent  them  to 
"  responsible  persons,  whom  he  had  requested  not 
"  to  allow  any  copies  to  be  made." 

Is  not  this  one  of  the  earliest  instances  in  Amer- 
ica of  a  privately  printed  book?  Is  the  existence 
of  any  of  these  copies  known  at  the  present  time? 

Boston.  S.  A.  G. 

The  Hub  of  the  Universe. — Or.  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes,  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  for  April 
1853,  puts  the  following  words  into  the  mouth  of 
an  eccentric  character  in  the  Autocrat  of  the 
Breakfast  Table : 

"  Boston  State  House  is  the  hub  of  the  solar 
"  system.  You  couldn't  pry  that  out  ot  a  Boston 
"  man,  if  you  had  the  tire  of  allcieation  straigut- 
"  ened  for  a  crowbar." 

The  Autocrat's  reply  is  thus  given  by  him  : 
"  Sir,  said  I,  I  am  gratified  with  your  remark.  It 
"  expresses  with  pleasing  vivacity  that  which  I 
"  have  sometimes  heard  uttered  with  malign  nt 
"  dulness.  The  satire  of  the  remark  is  essentially 
"  true  of  Boston — and  of  all  other  considerable — 
"  and  inconsiderable— places  with  which  I  have 
"  had  the  privilege  of  being  acquainted."  &c.  &c. 

The  expression,  "  the  hub  of  the  solar  system" 
was  soon  caught  up,  and,  after  being  transformed 
into  "  the  hub  of  the  univ<rse,"  was  applied  to 
Boston  itself,  instead  of  its  State  House.  Can  any 
reader  of  the  Magazine  inform  me  whether  Dr. 
Holmes  originated  this  expression,  or  merely  gave 
currency  to  it,  having  found  it  elsewhere  ?  I  never 
saw  it  or  heard  it  till  it  was  used  by  him. 

The  prominence  of  the  State  House  in  views  of 
Boston,  particularly  in  that  on  the  city  seal,  may 
have  suggested  the  idea.  Delta. 

"  A  Man  of  the  Beatitudes." — Can  any  one 
inform  me  by  whom  this  expression  was  first  used  ? 

Delta. 


Matthew  Cary.— Matthew  Cary  was  sent  from 
Boston  to  Quebec,  by  the  authorities  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Government,  in  1695,  to  effect  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  The  names  of  those  ransom- 
ed by  him  are  given  in  the  New  England  Histori- 
cal <5f  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  vi.  87.  Can 
any  one  inform  me  who  he  was?         W.  B.  T. 

Quotation  Wanted. — "  To  raise  up  a  view  of 
"  past  transactions  and  infuse  into  the  dry  bones 
"  of  chartularies  and  the  catalogue  of  defunct  pro- 
'•  ceedings  a  true  vitality  ;  to  animate  with  the 
"  powers  of  the  poet  and  the  dramatist  the  mere 
"  lifeless  facts  collected  by  what  is  termed  history  ; 
"  to  adhere,  with  a  glowing  fancy  and  inspired 
"  imagination,  to  the  cold  circumscription  of  the 
"  rigid  iossils  that  remain  to  tell  of  the  past  ;  and 
"  to  extract  truth  from  ashes  and  pictures  from 
"  relics,  is  a  triumph  of  geni  s  only  hoped  for  in 
"  modern  times." 

By  whom  and  when  was  the  above  quotation 
written  ?  X.  Y.  Z. 

The  "  Courier  de  Boston." — This  was  a  French 
weekly  newspaper,  printed  in  Boston.  It  was 
first  published  April  23d,  1789,  and  was  continued 
for  six  months.  Is  not  this  the  earliest  instance 
in  the  United  States  of  a  newspaper  printed  in  the 
French  language?  A  complete  tile  of  the  paper 
is  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Boston.  S.  A.  G. 

The  Remains  of  Popham's  Fort. — In  1S20.  a 
brass  ring  having  the  letters  1.  H.  S.  rudely  cut 
upon  it.  was  presented  to  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  accompanied  by  the  following 
note  : 

"  This  Ring  was  discovered  in  the  mound  of  the 
"  Fort  supposed  to  have  been  erected  by  Popliam, 
"  Gilbert,  and  their  party,  in  160/-8,  at  the 
"  mouth  of  the  Kennebeck  river — and,  before  its 
"  '  precious  cerugo'  was  taken  off.  was  purchased  by 
"  Mr.  James  Shaw,  of  Bath,  Maine,  for  $3,  t\:  by 
"  him  presented  to  the  Antiq"  Society  through 

Win.  Jenks." 

Where  was  the  mound,  then  supposed  to  be  the 
remains  of  Popham's  Fort? 

Worcester,  Mass.  S.  F.  H. 

The  Toleration  of  Intolerance. — Rev.  George 
B.  Cheever,  D.  D.,  in  the  appendix  to  his  repriut 
of  Mourt's  Relation,  page  306,  quotes  Coleridge 
as  saying  :  '•  I  will  be  tolerant  of  everything  else 
"  but  every  other  man's  intolerance.*'  I  wish  to 
know  in  what  part  of  Coleridge's  writings  this 
quotation  is  to  be  found.  The  ({notations  nearest 
to  it  that  I  can  find  are  these,  in  the  thirteenth  Es- 
say ol  The  Fric?id :  1  "I  fully  coincide  with 
"  Frederic  II.  Jacobi,  that  the  only  true  spirit  of 
"Tolerance  consists   in  our  conscientious  tolera- 
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''  tion  of  each  other's  intolerance,"  2,  "  I  dare 
''  avow,  with  the  German  philosopher,  that  as  far 
'*  as  opinions,  and  not  motives  ;  principles  and  not 
*'  men  are  concerned  ;  I  neither  am  tolerant,  nor 
''  wish  to  be  regarded  as  such.  According  to  my 
''judgment,  it  is  mere  ostentation,  or  a  poor  trick 
*'  that  hypocracy  plays  with  the  cards  of  nonsense, 
''when  a  man  makes  protestation  of  being  perfect- 
"  ly  tolerant  in  respect  of  all  principles,  opinions 
"  and  persuasions,  those  only  excepted  which  ren- 
"  der  the  holders  intolerant."  Delta. 

Diart  of  Carter  Braxton  Jr. — Carter  Brax- 
ton Jr.,  son  of  him  of  the  same  name  who  was 
a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
kept  a  Diary  while  in  England,  some  years  subse- 
quent to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  it  was  pre- 
served in  two  manuscript  volumes,  at  Hazel  Hill, 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  the  lady  there  being  a 
descendant  of  the  writer  uf  the  Diary.  During 
the  recent  intersectional  war,  the  two  volumes 
were  taken  away,  with  many  other  books.  The 
second  volume  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Washington  Post  Office,  who  gave  it  to  a  gentle- 
man in  that  city,  informing  him  that  it  had  ar- 
rived with  other  spoils  of  war,  in  one  of  the  first 
mails  that  reached  that  city,  from  Fredncksburg, 
during  the  war.  There  is  a  strong  probability 
that  both  the  volumes  went  there  together.  The 
gentleman  who  received  the  second  volume  as  a 
present,  being  unable  to  ascertain  the  owner  in 
Virginia,  lent  it  to  General  Read  of  Albany,  who 
says  of  it;  "The  book  is  filled  with  interesting 
"information."  Alter  the  war,  the  Washington 
gentleman,  learning  from  Messrs.  Conway  Robin- 
eon  &  William  F.  Ritchie,  of  the  lady  in  Frede- 
ricksburg, the  owner  of  the  manuscripts  by  hered 
itary  right,  promptly  recalled  it  from  General 
Rend  and  restored  it  to  her.  Of  the  first  volume, 
however,  nothing  has  ever  been  heard.  The  lady 
is  exceedingly  desirous  of  recovering  it,  particu- 
larly with  a  view  to  its  publication.  A  suitable 
reward  would  he  paid  by  her  for  its  return,  and 
any  information  respecting  it  may  be  addressed  to 
Colonel  Carter  M.    Braxton,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.  C.  C. 


REPLIES. 

Washington's  Indian  Name. — (1st.  series,  vol. 
v.  p.  374,  vol.  vi,  p.  36.)  Several  years  ago,  a 
query  was  raised  in  the  Historical  Magazine  as 
to  the  origin  and  meaning  of  Conotocarious,  an 
Indian  name  which  had  been  applied  to  Washing- 
ton. This  was  followed  by  an  answer  from  "  F. 
"  A.  \V.,"  giving  the  date  of  its  first  application, 
and  one  from  "  J .  G.  S.,"  giving  the  etymology  of 
the  wjrd.  "  F.  A.  W."  says  that  it  was  first 
given  to  Washington,  in  June,  1751,  during  the 
encampment  at  Great  Meadows,  on  the  occasion  of 


delivering  certain  medals  and  other  presents  to  the 
Indians.  In  a  French  book,  of  wdiich  the  full 
title  is  here  quoted  : 

Me/noire  contenant  le  Precis  des  Fails,  avec  levari 
Pieces  Justificatives.  pour  servir  de  Be'ponse  aux 
Observations  envoyces  par  les  Ministres  a" 'Angle- 
terre  dans  les  Cows  de  V  Fur ope.  Paris,  1756, — 
will  be  found,  on  page  91,  a  letter  written  in  April, 
1754,  to  the  Half  King,  which  is  signed  "  Wash- 
"  ington,  or  Conotocarius."  From  this,  it  appears 
that  the  name  had  been  used  by  Washington  two 
months  earlier  than  the  date  assigned  by  "  F.  A. 
"  W."  In  an  appended  note,  it  is  stated  that  it 
had  probably  been  taken  by  him  to  please  the  In- 
dians. This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  a  state- 
ment made  in  Histoire  de  la  Guerre  contre  les  An- 
glois,  [par  Poullin  de  Lumina,]  Geneve,  1759,  on 
page  12,  that  "  Major  Washington  had  taken  the 
"singular  name  of  Conotocarious  to  please  his 
"  Indian  allies." 

Mr.  Sparks  says  that  the  Indians  were  fond  of 
giving  names  to  the  whites.  "  Washington  they 
"  called  Connotaucarious.  The  governor  of  Penn- 
"  sylvania  was  called  Onas,  the  governor  of  Mary- 
"  land  Tocarryhogan,  and  the  governor  of  Virginia 
"  Assaragoa.  The  names  pertained  to  the  office, 
"  and  not  to  the  individual,  each  successive  gov- 
"  ernor  being  designated  by  the  same  appellation. 
"  Giving  a  name  Wasattended  by  much  ceremony." 
Sparks's  Washington,  ii,  47—8,  note.  Boston,  1838. 

Mr.  Irving  alludes  to  the  same  custom,  and,  in 
speaking  of  Connotaucarious,  6ays  "  the  meaning 
"  of  which  is  not  explained."  Life  oj  Washing- 
ton, I,  128.     New  York,  1855. 

Dr.  Shea, — for  we  recognize  his  initials — gives 
the  etymology  of  the  word,  (vol.  vi,  p  37)  and 
according  to  him  the  meaning  is  Devourer  of  Vil- 
lages. He  adds  "  it  is  a  curious  circumstance  that 
"a  name  '  Town  Destroyer,'  applicable  to  u  great 
"  conqueror,  should  have  been  given  at  so  early  a 
"  peiiod  of  his  life."  Dr.  Shea's  opinion  seems 
to  be  corroborated  by  the  following  extract  from 
a  speech  made  to  Washington,  in  1790,  by  the 
Indian  chief  Cornplanter,  and  found  on  page  93, 
in  A  Star  in  the  West,  by  Elias  Boudinot,  LL.  D. 
Trenton,  1810: 

"  Father,  when  your  Army  entered  the  country 
"  of  the  six  nations,  we  called  you  town  destroytr ; 
"  and  to  this  day,  when  your  name  is  heard,  our 
"  women  look  behind  them  and  turn  pale." 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  coincidence  by 
the  Hon.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  of  Hartford. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  spelling  of  the  word  va- 
ries among  the  different  writers  ;  and  I  have  fol- 
lowed, in  the  several  references,  the  orthography 
respectively  used  by  them.  S.  A.  G. 

Butler  Poetrt  (1st.  S.  vol.  vii,p.  355.) — Gen- 
eral Butler  quotes  from  a  well  known  poem  by  Ol- 
iver Wendell  Holmes.  Delta. 
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The  Origin  of  E  Pluribus  Unum.  (1st  series 
vol.  iii.  pp.  121,  255.)— Many  attempts  have  been 
made  at  different  times  to  trace  the  origin  of  our 
nation  tl  motto.  The  only  instance  perhaps  to  be 
found  in  tne  classics  where  the  idea  is  similar  to 
that  expressed  in  the  motto,  is  in  Virgil's  Moretum, 
line  103, 

"  Color  est  e  pluribus  unus.u 

The  motto  of  The  Spectator,  for  August  twenti 
eth,  1711,  (No.  148)  is 

"  Exempla  juvat  spirits  e  pluribus  una. 

"  Hor.  2,  Ep.  ii,  212," 
though  I  am  unable  to  find  this  version.  In  every 
edition  of  Horace,  to  which  I  have  access,  it  is  de 
pluribus  una  ;  but  whichever  it  is,  it  means  one 
selected  from  many,  and  not  one  made  up  q/"many. 
One  of  the  mottos,  which  were  kept  on  the  title- 
page  of  The  Gentleman' 's  Magazine  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years,  was  E  Pluribus  Unum  ;  and 
this  motto  was  probably  familiar  to  those  who 
adopted  it  for  the  national  seal.  According  to  a 
paper  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society,  1866-1867,  page  351,  it  was  first 
suggested  by  Mr.  W".  Barton,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
1782. 

The  legend  of  the  New  York  "  doubloon,"  as 
well  as  of  one  of  the  New  York  coppers,  struck  in 
1787,  is  unum  e pluribus,  and  of  the  '•  Immunis 
Columbia"  copper,  struck  the  same  year,  it  is 
e  pluribus  unum.  On  the  New  Jersey  copper  of 
1786,  and  the  Kentucky  copper  of  1791,  the  le- 
gend is  e pluribus  unum,  and  on  one  of  the  varie 
ties  of  the  Washington  cent  of  1791,  unum  e  plu- 
ribus is  is  seen  in  the  scroll  on  the  reverse. 

The  motto  appears  for  the  first  time  on  the  na- 
tional coinage  in  1/96,  on  the  quarter-eagle,  and 
in  the  following  year  on  the  eagle  and  the  dime. 
In  1798,  it  is  on  the  silver  dollar. 

Samuel  A.  Green. 

Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mattapan  or  Mattapan-ock,  (1st.  Series,  vol. 
i,  pp.  183,  249,  284.  349;  vol.  ii,  p.  61.)-The 
Indian  name  of  that  part  of  Dorchester  Neck 
(South  Boston)  where  •'  the  west  country  people 
"  were  set  down,"  in  1630,  means  "  the  place  of 
"  setting  down,'''  or  as  generally  employed  in  local 
names,  the  "  end  of  a  portage,'''1  where  the  canoe 
which  had  been  carried  from  one  river,  lake,  or 
arm  of  the  sea,  to  another,  was  launched  again 
and  the  bearers  re-embarked.  In  the  Massachu- 
setts language,  mattappu  means  "  he  sits  down"; 
its  participle,  mattappun,  •'  set  down."  Kale 
translates  the  Abnaki  equivalent,  maianbt',  "  il  va 
au  bord  de  l'eau,  -  a  la  greve,  pour  s'embarquer  ;" 
n.ndrne'tanbe'n-iganik,"  au  boutdedeladu  portage." 
The  Modern  Chippewa  has  namatabi,  '"he  pits," 
answering  to  Eliot's  nummatappu. 

Whether  the  south  part  of  Dorchester  Neck  was 
ealled  mattapan-ock  because  it  was  the  end  of  the 


portage  of  canoes  from  South  Bay  to  Dorchester 
Bay,  across  the  narrowest  part  of  the  peninsula, 
or — as  seems  probable, — because  it  was  the  tempo- 
rary "  sitting  down  place"  of  the  new  comers,  I 
will  not  decide. 

We  find  this  Indian  name  in  other  localities.  On 
Smith's  map  of  Virginia  (1606),  the  name  Matta- 
panient  is  given  to  the  northern  fork  (now  the 
Mattapojiy)  of  the  •■  Pamaunk  flu  :'  or  modern 
York  Kiver;  there  is  another  "  Mattpanienl"1  near 
the  head  waters  of  the"  Pawtuxunt"  (futuxenr), 
at  its  nearest  approach  to  the  waters  of  the  Poto- 
mac ;  and  a  third  place  of  the  same  name  on  the 
Chickahominy  ("  Chickahamania  flu  ;'")  not  far 
from  its  mouth  on  the  •'  Powhatan  (or  Jainet-) 
River,  where,  probably,  there  was  an  "  end  of 
"  portage"  from  the  Pamaunk  (York)  river. 

On  the  map  of  Lake  Superior,  made  by  the 
Jesuit  missionaries  (published  in  Paris  in  1672), 
the  stream  which  flows  northerly  into  the  Lake 
near  Grand  I«land,  marked  on  modern  mapsas/fcv- 
tere  aux  Traines,  River  La  Traine.  and  Train 
River,  is  named  "  R  Mataban.''''  The  small  lake 
from  which  this  stream  issues  was  the  "  end  of 
"  the  portage"  which  connected  the  head  waters 
of  White  River,  flowing  into  Green  Bay,  with 
those  of  Lake  Superior. 

Hartford,  Conn.  J.  H.  Trumbull. 


%M\tW  ami  goofc  Notices. 

John  Rogers ;  The  Compiler  of  the  First  Au- 
thorized English  Bible ;  the  Pioneer  of  the  Eng- 
lish Reformation  ;  and  its  First  Martyr.  Embrac- 
ing a  Genealogical  Account  of  His  Family,  Bio- 
graphical Sketches  of  Some  of  his  Principal  De- 
scendants, his  own  Writings,  etc.,  etc.  By  Joseph 
Lemuel  Chester.  London;  Longman.  Green, 
Longman  and  Roberts,  1861.     8vo  pp.  452 

Though  Mr.  Chester  had  been  favorably  known 
as  a  writer,  for  some  years  before  the  appearance 
of  this  book,  it  was,  we  believe,  his  first  venture 
as  an  antiquary.  So  thorough  and  exhaustive  of 
the  subject  was  it,  that  it  placed  him  at  once  in 
the  front  rank  of  antiquarian  authors.  His  sub- 
sequent publications,  though  none  of  them  that 
we  know  have  risen  to  the  dignity  of  a  volume, 
have  sustained  and  added  to  the  reputation  he  t  >en 
acquired.  In  them,  he  has  shown  the  same  cau- 
tion and  keenness  of  peception,  the  same  freedom 
from  prejudice,  the  same  ardor  in  collecting  facts 
and  the  same  patient  industry  in  sifting  them, 
that  are  so  marked  a  feature  of  the  book  before  us. 
These  characteristics  have  enabled  him  to  do  good 
service  in  the  cause  of  historical  truth,  and  to 
clear  away  many  of  the  fungi  which  have  long 
disfigured  it. 

The  history  of  this  bor,k  is  told  in  its  preface. 
Traditionally   a  descendant  of  the  Marian  Proto- 
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Martyr,  the  author  during  a  protracted  visit  to 
England  devoted  a  considerable  time  to  genealog- 
ical researches  in  order  to  determine  whether  these 
claims  were  founded  in  truth  or  not.  His  investi- 
gations convinced  him  that  they  were  not;  and, 
though  it  is  a  difficult  thing,  at  least  to  most  men, 
to  give  up  flattering  opinions  that  have  wrought 
themselves  into  one's  life,  Mr.  Chester  did  not 
hesitate  to  relinquish,  at  once,  all  claim  to  a  dis- 
tinction which  he  had  long  been  taught  to  believe 
to  be  his —  a  claim  which  many  of  his  countiymen 
still  fondly  cling  to — a  prouder  boast  to  them  than 
the  most  brilliant  pedigree  of  the  old-world  nobil- 
ity. 

But  though  his  researches  dissipated  this  error, 
thev  did  not  lessen  his  interest  in  the  man  ;  for  as 
the  reverence  which  he  had  felt  for  an  ancestor 
passed  away,  its  place  was  supplied  by  a  stronger 
feeling  of  retpect  for  the  high  intellectual  quali- 
ties and  attainments  and  the  sterling  manly  char- 
acter which  his  investigations  brought  to  light  and 
showed  in  bold  relief.  He  was  convinced  that  jus- 
tice had  not  been  done  to  tiie  p'roto-martyr.  To 
repair  the  injustice  and  to  portray  the  life  and 
character  of  John  Rogers  in  their  true  colors  is  the 
chief  object  of  this  book.  It  is  here  shown  that 
to  him  "  is  the  world  indebted  for  the  first  autuor- 
"  ized  English  version  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures — 
"  the  basis  of  every  subsequent  one,  even  that  now 
"  in  use  :"  and  that  from  his  pen  are  bo;h  the  first 
English  Concordance  and  the  first  general  com- 
mentary on  the  Bibie  in  the  English  language  It 
is  aleo  here  shown  that  during  the  Marian  persecu- 
tions, the  greatest  responsibilities  of  the  English 
Reformation  "  were  cast  upon  him,  repeatedly  and 
"  almost  invariably,  and  were  sustained  nobly  and 
"  unflinchingly." 

The  work  also  embodies  the  result  of  the  author's 
researches  among  manuscripts  and  printed  books 
concerning  the  descendants  ol  the  martyr,  whom 
he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  down  far  enough  to 
make  it  certain  that  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogers  of 
Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  through  whom  Colonel 
Chester  was  supposed  to  be  descended  from  the 
martyr,  was  not  one  of  them,  as  his  posterity  have 
claimed  for  nearly  or  quite  a  century.  The  claim 
is  here  proved  to  be  entirely  groundless. 

The  martyr's  pedigree  is  traced  with  certainty 
1  to  his  grandfather,  who,  there  is  good  reason  for 
believing,  was  a  descendant  in  the  fifth  generation 
from  John  Fitz  Roger,  who  married  a  daughter  of 
Sir  Simon  Furneup.  descended  from  the  earls  of 
Bush.  The  father  of  the  martyr  was  John  Rog 
crs,  and  his  mother  Margery  Wyatt.  They  re- 
sided at  Deritend,  a  hamlet  now  forming  part  of 
the  city  of  Birmingham,  where  their  famous  son 
is  supposed  to  have  been  born  about  the  year  1500. 

The  tradition  that  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogers  of 
Ipswich  was  descended  from  the  Proto-Martyr  has 
tor  a  long  time  been  accepted  as  true.     But  care- 


ful inquirers,  even  before  the  appearance  of  this 
book,  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  tradi- 
tion was  improbable,  to  say  the  least.  The  story 
could  not  be  found  in  print  or  manuscript  before 
1764,  when  Hutchinson  piomulgated  it  in  the  first 
volume  of  his  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachu* 
setts  Bay.  None  of  the  earlier  New  England 
writers  had  intimated  that  there  was  a  connection 
between  the  pastor  of  Ipswich  church  and  the 
Marian  martyr.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  as 
some  of  them  had  given  the  parentage  and  relatives 
of  the  former;  among  them  Rev.  William  Hub- 
bard, his  own  son-in  law,  and  Cotton  Mather, 
whose  passion  for  collecting"  Remarkables"  would 
have  led  him  to  seize  on  such  a  morsel  as  this  with 
avidity.  The  tomb-stone  of  his  son,  John,  the 
fifth  president  of  Harvard  College,  contains  no  ref- 
erence to  the  martyr,  though  it  is  particular  to 
state  the  descent  from  the  worthies  of  Dedhain  in 
England  and  Ipswich  in  New  England.  As  we 
have  before  intimated,  the  tradition  is  utterly  de- 
molished by  Colonel  Chester. 

Another  family  in  New  England  by  the  name  of 
Rogers,  who  have  been  traced  far  enough  back  to 
prove  that  they  were  not  from  Eev.  Nathaniel  of 
Ipswich,  also  set  up  a  claim  to  descent  from  the 
martyr,  and  produce  a  bible  which  they  assert  was 
carried  by  him  to  the  stake  ;  and  they  show  the 
marks  ot  the  flames  as  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
their  story.  The  bible,  however,  has  been  proved 
to  have  been  printed  twelve  years  after  the  mar- 
tyrdom, and  the  remainder  of  the  story  is  proba- 
bly quite  as  fabulous  as  thi*,  though  such  has  not 
been  demonstrated  to  be  the  fact. 

Colonel  Chester  has  enriched  the  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register  with  many  contributions, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  articles  upon  the 
Washington,  Wentworth,  Hutchinson,  Rogers, 
Whcehight,  Marbury  and  other  families. 

He  is  now  engaged  in  editing  the  Marriage, 
Baptismal  and  Burial  Registers  of  Westminster 
Abbey,  which  will  be  issued  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  We  tminster. 
It  should  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  Americans  that 
one  of  their  countrymen  has  been  selected  for  this 
honorable  employment.  He  is  proving  himself 
worthy  of  the  honor  by  bestowing  an  immense 
amount  of  labor  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  work,  by  collecting  materials  from  all  availa- 
ble sources.  Records  that  heretofore  have  been 
closed  to  historical  and  genealogical  inquir- 
ers,  except  upon  onerous  conditions,  have  been 
freely  thrown  open  to  him  by  their  custodians. 
His  toil  has  been  incessant  in  availing  himself  of 
these  generous  courtesies ;  and  the  result  is  c  m- 
niendiirate  with  the  labor.  No  other  person  prob- 
ably has  so  large  a  collection  of  biographical  items 
as  he ;  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  no  one  else 
haB  so  many  drawn  from  original  sources. 

The  Registers  of  \\  estminster  Abbey  edited   by 
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him  will  be  a  vast  magazine  of  biography.  "  As 
"  the  great  majority  of  the  entries  in  the  registers 
"  are  of  an  historic  character,  its  high  value  and 
"  importance  will  be  readily  appreciated  bv  hia- 
"  torians,  genealogists,  biographers  and  literary 
"  men  generally.  In  his  annotations  the  editor's 
"  object  will  be  to  identify,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
"  persons  mentioned,  and  to  furnish  references  to 
'"  other  authorities  and  sources  of  information 
"  from  which  their  individual  or  family  history 
"  may  be  pursued,  so  as  to  render  the  work  one 
"  of  value  for  standard  reference." 

The  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register  and  Antiquarian  Journal.  Published 
Quarterly,  under  the  Direction  of  the  J^ew  Eng- 
land Historic  Genealogical  Society.  Vols.  I  to XXII, 
Boston,  1847-68.     8|o. 

A  generous  rivalry  in  historical  learning,  liter- 
ature and  criticism,  is  a  notable  and  encouraging 
feature  of  the  period,  its  spirit  of  organization 
or  association,  the  better  to  combine  and  econo- 
mize, is  evidence  of  general  interest  and  quicken- 
ing enthusiasm  Among  the  foremost  of  these 
societies,  in  obvious  results,  is  the  New  England 
Historic- Genealogieal  Society,  whose  "  Register," 
in  twenty-two  volumes  of  compact  octavo  pages, 
published  quarterly  from  1847  to  1868,  demon- 
strates an  unparallelled  activity  ;  and  their  contents 
show  judgment  with  experience  u6ed  to  some  pur- 
pose. No  historical  series  surpasses  this  in  value. 
With  what  fatherly  delight  would  Morton,  Hub- 
bard, Gookin,  Mather,  Prince,  Golden,  Smith,  and 
Trumbull,  and  the  other  early  writers,  have  hailed 
these  happy  days  in  contrast  with  their  isolated 
labors  !  Surely  we  should  hold  them  in  filial  vene- 
ration. 

The  only  indices  to  these  volumes  are  of  sur- 
names, unless  the  alphabetical  tallies  of  contents 
may  be  mentioned  ;  so  that  a  thorough  analytical 
index  of  things,  persons  and  places,  is  a  desidera- 
tum well  worthy  of  earnest  consideration,  as  great- 
ly enhancing  this  invaluable  miscellany  of  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  antiquities,  biography,  heraldry, 
genealogy,  and  whatever  pertains  to  American  life 
and  manners,  especially  of  New  England,  whose 
children  are  scattered  every  where  The  comple- 
tion of  the  twenty- fifth  volume  of  the  publication 
would  be  a  fitting  time  for  this. 

The  society,  as  its  corporate  name  suggests,  adds 
to  its  general  historical  jurisdiction  and  design, 
the  specialty  of  genealogy,  which  it  interprets  in 
no  narrow  or  limited  sense  ;  fur  to  use  the  words 
of  a  writer  quoted  by  Mr.  Dean,  in  his  history  of 
the  Register,  originally  published  as  the  preface 
to  the  seventeenth  volume  of  this  work  :  "  When 
"  genealogy  assumes,  as  it  will,  the  broad  and 
"comprehensive  range  of  inquiry  which  belongs 
"  to,  and  ought  to  be  embraced  in  the  study,  it 
"  will  assume  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  science, 


"  showing  the  laws  of  physical  developement  and 
"  its  relation  to  mind  and  morals,  thus  exhibiting 
"  the  causes  and  principles  of  progress  and  decay 
"  in  the  family  and  nation. 

"  In  this  view  the  transactions  of  this  society, 
"  and  the  printed  publications  appearing  under 
"  and  attributable  lo  its  fostering  influence,  will 
"  present  to  the  scientific  genealogist  a  vast  field 
"  of  observation,  from  which  he  will  systematize 
"great  facts  and  deduce  general  laws  of  the  high- 
"  est  moment  in  the  improvement  and  elevation  of 
•'  man,  showing  not  only  what  his  condition  is — 
"  to  which  the  present  scope  of  statistical  inquiry 
"  is  limited  -  but  its  causes  and  remedies." 

The  society  and  the  public  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  able  editorial  supervision  that  the 
Register  from  the  beginning  has  received  from  the 
several  editors  of  the  work.  The  present  editor  is 
Colonel  Albert  II.  Hoyt,  who  weli  maintains  the 
high  reputation  which  his  predecessors  have  won 
for  it.  Iheta. 


Annals  oj  Evangelical  Nonconformity  in  the 
County  of  Essex,  from  the  Time  of  Wycliffe  to  the 
Restoration;  With  Memorials  of  the  Essex  Min- 
isters who  were  Ejected  or  silenced  in  1660—1662, 
and  Brief  Notices  oj  the  Essex  Churches  which 
originated  with  their  Labours.  By  T.  W.  David;', 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Lion  Walk, 
Colchester.  London  :  Jackson,  Walford  and  Dod- 
der, 1863.     8vo  pp.  xv  and  641. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  August  1862,  two  cen- 
turies were  completed  since  the  ejection  of  the 
nonconformist  ministers  under  the  Bartholomew 
Act,  with  which  Charles  the  Second  and  his  obse- 
quious Parliament  rewarded  the  Presbyterian  cler- 
gy, who  then  filled  the  greater  portion  of  the  liv- 
ings in  England,  for  their  constant  prayers  during 
his  exile  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  return  to 
his  native  land  and  be  restored  to  the  throne  of 
his  ancestors.  Nor  did  they  rest  satisfied  with 
this.  Besides  praying  for  his  restoration,  they 
were  active  in  placing  him  upon  his  throne  ;  and, 
it  is  almost  certain,  that  without  their  aid,  or  at 
least  if  they  had  been  as  persistent  in  opposing  as 
they  were  in  supporting  him,  he  would  never  have 
been  restored.  The  characteristic  return  which 
their  profligate  sovereign  made  to  them  for  their 
loyalty,  was  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  winch  drove 
multitudes  of  their  ujost  conscientious  ministers 
from  their  livings.  This  act  is  one  that  the  friends 
of  toleration  must  always  condemn.  But,  though 
the  individual  suffering  and  the  temporary  check 
to  religion  and  morality  produced  by  this  and  the 
supplementary  laws,  are  to  be  deplored,  yet  it  may 
well  he  doubted  whether  libeity  of  conscience 
would  have  been  advanced  by  allowing  the  ejected 
ministers,  most  of  whom  were  the  avowed  enemies 
of  toleration,  to  retaiu  their  livings.     The  English 
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Presbyterians  afterwards  became  bold  advocates  for 
religious  freedom. 

Upwards  of  two  thousand  ministers  resigned 
their  livings  rather  than  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  this  act.  Mr.  Pierce,  in  his  Vindication 
of  the  Dis.'enters,  says:  "I  do  not  believe  that 
"  anywhere  in  History  an  equal  number  of  clergy 
'•  men  voluntarily  leaving  their  all  fur  a  good  con- 
"  science,  can  be  produced."  A  number  of  these 
came  to  New  England. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  the  Bicentenary  of  this  day 
of  heroic  self  sacrifice  by  the  Puritan  clergy  of 
England,  was  celebrated  in  that  country.  The  pres- 
ent book  seems  to  have  sprung  from  the  agitation  ot 
the  subject,  which  preceded  the  celebration.  It  was 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Es^ex  Congregational  Union,  and  the  result  shows 
that  it  could  not  have  been  placed  in  better  hands. 

The  work  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first 
gives  the  history  of  Evangelical  Nonconformity 
previous  to  the  Bartholomew  Act,  and  the  second 
is  devoted  to  memorial  sketches  of  the  Essex  min- 
isters who  suffered  under  this  act.  In  both  parts 
considerable  matter  that  illustrates  American,  and 
particularly  New  England  history,  will  be  found. 
Any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the 
first  part  with  the  accounts  of  Essex  ministers 
and  the  details  of  Essex  history  in  Neal's  History 
of  the  Puritans;  and  the  second  part  with  the 
biographical  sketches  of  Calamy  and  Palmer,  will 
perceive  that  much  new  matter  has  been  brought 
to  light  by  the  book  before  us.  "  The  prominence 
"  of  Essex  in  the  annals  of  Evangelical  Noncon- 
"  for m ity,"  says  Rev.  Mr.  Davids, '•  is  second  to 
•'  that  of  no  other  county  in  the  kingd  im  ;"  and 
the  candid  reader  of  this  book  will  acknowledge 
that  he  has  made  good  his  claim  for  his  adopted 
county.  These  annals  aie  carried  back  to  the  time 
of  VVycliffo,  whose  followers  were  numerous  in 
this  county  when  that  reformer  was  in  the  zenith 
of  his  influence ;  and  our  author  considers  it  at 
least  possible  that  "  John  Ball,"  the  first  known 
Wycliffist  martyr,  "  was  an  Essex  man."  In  the 
Protestant  Reformation  in  the  times  of  Henry  VIII, 
Edward  VI  and  Mary  ;  in  the  contest  against 
Episcopal  power  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
James  1  and  Charles  I ;  and  in  Bartholomew  times, 
this  prominence  was  maintained. 

The  present  work  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to 
the  history  of  the  Puritans  of  England;  and  we 
wish  that  the  Bicentenary  had  produced  equally 
valuable  fruits  in  other  counties. 


Rev.  A.  B.  Grosart,of  St.  George's,  Blackburn, 
Lancashire,  England,  who  if.  issuing  a  series  of 
elegant  reprints  of  old  English  authors,  which  he 
is  carefully  editing  from  the  best  text,  and  upon  the 


hiography  and  elucidation  of  which  he  is  bestow- 
ing the  most  thorough  research,  has  dedicated  one 
of  his  volumes, — the  Poems  of  Sir.  John  Beau- 
mont, who  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  in 
1627. — to  our  countryman,  Colonel  Chester,  in  the 
following  words  :  — 

"  To  Joseph  Lemuel  Chester,  Esq., 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  Allow  me  the  pleasure  of  as- 
"  sociating  your  name  with  this  Worthy  and  my 
"  labours  on  his  too  little  known  Poetry.  I  like 
"  you  for  your  English  Puritan  name  and  for  your 
"  English  face — that  of  '  a  brave  gentleman'  all 
"  of  the  olden  time  ;  I  like  you  for  your  right  and 
"  good  service  in  writing  for  the  first  time  ade- 
'•  quately,  the  Life— a  supremely  noble  and  beau- 
"  tiful  one — of  'John  Rogers,'  Proto  martyr  of 
"  England,  under  Mary  ;  I  like  you  as  an  Ameri- 
"  can  proud  of  your  ancient  lineage  and  unmixed 
■'  English  descent ;  and  I  like  you  for  your  catho- 
"  lie  literary  sympathies  and  brother-hood.  More- 
"  over,  with  'Sunny  Memories'  of  my  pilgrim- 
'•  visits  to  shrines  of  the  New  World—  human  and 
"  of  Nature — from  the  graves  or  my  fellow-Scots, 
"  Alexander  Wilson,  the  Ornithologist  and  Poet, 
"  and  leonine  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  and  the 
**  Homes  and  Haunts  of  David  Brainerd  and  Jon- 
athan Edwards,  and  Franklin  and  Washington, 
*'  and  of  the  illustrious  Living,  to  the  palace  of 
•'Thunder  of  Niagara  and  scenes  in  fair  Virginia 
"  all  transfigured  with  the  glory  of  Raleigh  and 
"  other  of  the  Elizabethan  heroes — I  must  ever 
"  have  a  warm  hand  clasp  and  heart-clasp  for  your 
"  mighty  Country's  masterful  and  .most  lavishly- 
"  kind  countrymen.  By-and-bye,  these  Worthies 
"  will  find  their  widest  realm  over  the  Atlantic. 
"  You  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  well  to  get 
"  away  o'times  from  the  inevitable  strivings  and 
"  vulgarisms  of  the  Present  into  the  calm  of — 
"  thank  God — the  changeless  Past. 

"  Yours  very  cordially 
"Alexander  B.  Grosart." 

Several  articles  furnished  for  this  number  of  the 
Magazine,  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  number. 

Since  1  agreed  to  edit  the  present  number  of  the 
Magazine,  the  following  contributors  to  the  work 
while  it  was  under  my  editorial  charge,  have  died, 
namely  : 

Rev.    Joseph   B.  Felt,  LL.  D.,  of  Salem,  Mass. 

John  G.  Locke,  Esquire,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Winthrop   Sargent,  Esquire.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  GilmoreSimms,  LL.  D  , Charleston^.  C. 

Rev.  Plinv  H.  White  of  Coventry,  Vt. 

Hon.  Wiliiatn  Willis,  LL.  D.,of  Portland,  Me. 

These,  added  to  the  twenty- three  named  in  the 
prefatory  address  to  the  reader,  make  twenty-nine 
who  are  known  to  have  died,  or  over  one  fifth 
part  of  the  whole  number  of  contributors. 
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TO  OUR  READERS. 


We  have  pleasure  in  sending  to  our  subscribers  for  1868  another  of  the  delinquent  numbers 
of  Volume  IV.,  which,  by  reason  of  oar  sickness  at  that  time,  were  not  then  printed ;  and  we  hope 
to  add  the  other  three  before  the  end  of  the  current  voluai3 — we  certainly  shall  do  so,  if  those 
who  are  indebted  to  us  will  pay  what  they  owe. 

The  next  number — that  for  October,  1868 — which  Mr.  Bartlett  was  expected  to  carry  through 
the  press,  in  consequence  of  the  demands  of  that  gentleman's  official  engagements,  at  this  time, 
will,  be  edited  by  Captain  W.  F.  Goodwin,  U.  S.  A.,  of  Concord,  N.1L;  and,Jbfrom  our  knowl- 
edge of  the  papers  which  that  diligent  scholar  proposes  to  use,  we  are  safe  in  promising  a  number 
of  unusual  merit.     It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printers. 

As  Mr.  Houghton  has  not  found  that  ready  response  which  he  had  hoped  for  from  those  on 
whom  he  relied  for  material,  the  number  for  November,  1868,  which  that  gentlemen  expected  to 
edit,  will  probably  be  devoted  to  other  than  Vermont  history,  unless  we  shall  undertake  to  add  to 
our  present  engagements,  the  labor  of  conducting  that  number,  also,  through  the  press,  in  which 
case  we  shall  attempt  to  make  ' '  a  Vermont  number "  which  will  be  acceptable,  to  our  readers, 
from  the  scanty  stock  of  Vermont  material  which  is  in  our  own  collection  or  within  our  reach.        ; 

The  number  for  December,  1838,  to  be  edited  by  John  Ward  Dean,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  will  be  unusually  valuable,  as  all  is  that  passes  into  circulation  with  his  stamp 
on  it.     His  "  copyj"  is  nearly  complete  ;  and  he  only  awaits  the  order  forjjit  from  the  printers. ) 
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TO  OUR  READERS, 

We  have  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you  the 
fourth  of  our  delinquent  numbers  for  1868 ;  and 
to  inform  you  that  the  remaining  two  are  in  the 
printers1  hands — that  for  November,  under  the 
editorial  control  of  Colonel  Tueodorus  Bailey 
Myers,  of  New  York,  in  the  office  of  W.  H. 
Winans  &  Co.,  in  the  same  city;  and  that  for 
December,  under  the  editorial  control  of  John 
Ward  Dean,  Esq.,  of  Boston — the  first  Editor 
of  The  Historical  Magazine — in  the  office  of 
Butterfield  &  Hill,  of  Concord,  N.  H. 

The  number  before  you  was  edited  by  our  ex- 
cellent friend,  Captain  W.  F.  Goodwin,  U.S.A., 
and  printed  by  Messrs.  Butterfield  &  Hill  ; 
and,  although  the  latter  have  not  always  followed 
the  many  peculiarities  of  our  own  intricate  sys- 
tem, in  their  composition,  they  have  done  well, 
while  Captain  Goodwin's  choice  of  material,  in 
its  historical  importance,  would  have  done  honor 
to  any  of  the  Editorial  fraternity,  even  to  those 
of  much  greater  experience  and  very  much  louder 
pretensions. 
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TO  Oil!  READERS. 
We  have  the  pleasure  to  send  to  yon,  the  last  of  the  delinquent  numbers  which  hive  s  >  sorely 
harassed  us  and  so  long  kept  your  series  incomplete  ;  and  so  valuable  and  so  varied  are  its  contents, 
we  are  sure  that  no  one  will  receive  it  with  disappointment  or  displeasure.  It  has  been  edi'ed  by 
the  first  Editor  of  the  work,  John  Waiid  Dean,  Esq,  of  Boston,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  hr-  hi. a 
rallied  around  him  a  strong  force  of  the  best  writers  in  the  country— all  of  them,  ire  believe,  having 
been  contributors  to  thefrst  volume  of  the  worlr,  fourteen  years  ago. 
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l:i.nr—  1iv«  npon  Homoeopathic.  Allopathic,  or  Eclectic  principles,  and  upon  any  plan  or  method 
toileted  l>»  i»ii>  ios(Hiimit<U*  company — exce]>t  the  high  rules  of  premt-vm. 

lt>  t.-rmn  of  ba!Hirni:rc  inpon  either  the  stock  or  noii-participutinp,  or  the  mutual  plan  with 
•anna)  divi.leuds  of    profit*)  nn   lest*  than  those  of  any  other  company,  State  or  Nathnal. 

Ni>  pttra  •■hat-go  on  accoiiut  of  employment  or  traveling.  The  assured  hcinar  required  only  ia 
•moh  oases  to  advise  the  Company  of  change,  when  the  flame  is  particularly  hazardous. 

ALL     l»<  »  fJCI  EM     IVON-IT'OTtFTSITATttL.jR. 

Thin  Company,  in  addition  to  the  hlessinjra  and  benefits   which  flow  from   Life  Insurance,  has 

•#»oth»»r.  Mid.  we  trust,  a  higher  object,  viz.,  the  vindication  of  a  cause,  tit©  cause  of  medical  ind«- 

|«»-u -leiici'   and    liberty,  a»raiiist  medical   intolerance  and  dogmatism.'      In  this  we  know  wo  have  the 

rrtupathy  oi  all  intelligent  aifd  independent  men,  and  agk  that  this  sympathy  be  put  into  praofcioal 

l»a»,  Oj  LWMiring  m  the  ..r.ly  -,'urtly  lloin.e.palhic  Company  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

WOMEN   TAKEN   AT  THE  SAME  RATES  AS   MEN. 
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Trial  of  the  Officers  and  Crew  of  the  Privateer 

Savannah,  on  a  charge  of  Piracy,  in  the 

United  States  Circuit  Court,  for 

the  Southern  District 

of  New  York. 

Hon.  Judges  Nelson  and  Shipman,  Presiding, 
Reported  by  A.  F.  WARBURTON,  Stenographer, 

find  CQ/-i^ejol£.cL  %  tlve.  ^aLt/tsel. 

OCTAVO  pp.  wvii,  885.     NEW  YORK,  186*. 

This  Tory  celebrated  trial  involved  the  principles  which  control  the  rights  of  those  who  an 
in  insurrection  and  resort  to  the  seas,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  purposes;  and  it  is  probabk  th*s 
In  no  other  work  have  those  principles  been  so  thoroughly  or  so  ably  discussed. 

The  arguments  of  Counsel,  both  those  for  the  United  States  and  those  for  the  prisoners,  and 
the  Charges  of  the  Court,  were  corrected  by  their  respective  authors ;  and  this  volume  was  pub- 
lished at  the  joint  expense  of  the  United  States  and  the  friends  of  the  prisoners. 

A  few  copies  may  be  had,  in  Paper,  at  Three 
Dollars,  in  Muslin,  at  Four  Dollars  each,  from 

HENRY  B.  DAWSON, 

MORRISANIA,  N.  Y. 
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Robert  C.  Winthrot,   Wi  Si  «',„       peter  Force,  Hon.  James  Savage,  Hon., 
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LLD.,   Prof W W    Turn,,-    tut  T     B'0 S*rf  *■  ^1-'  E.  B.  O'Callaghan 
Esq..  Brante  Maye,    eJ    Hon  John  ^pTh^'^'  Es<lo  Erert  A.  Duyckinck 
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The  Contents  of  the  Historical  Magazine  may  be  generally  classed  onder  the  following  heads, 

ing  niwfecCo,. fens™ fof  '^laf STca/t  ^7^  ^  *~ 
by  writers  versed  in  American  History  toplcs  of  interest,  ,„  Essays, 
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